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TREATISE 

COKCIRNZMG 

THE    SANCTIFICATION 

'    OF  TBI 

L  O  R  b's      DAY. 

WHEREIN 

The  MoEALiTT  of  the  Sabbath,  or  the  Perpetual  Ob- 
ligation  of  the   Fourth   Commandmenty   is 
maintained  againft  Adverfaries  ; 

AND 

The  religious  Observation  of  the   Loiu>^s  Day,  or  Jirst 

Day  of  the  Weeh^  as  our  Christian  Sabbath,  w 

strongly  pressed  by  Scripture^arguments^ 

CONTAINING   ALSO 

Many  special  Directions  and  Advices  for  the  better  per* 

forming  the  most  necessary  and  comprehensive  Duty  of 

Sabbatb-SanctifiCation. 


To  which  are  added  (by  way  of  APPENDIX) 
Meditations  itit  the  SABBATH-DAY,  taken  from  the 


I 
\  Author's  Manuscripts,  never  published  before. 
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PREFACE. 


THAT  wife  king  Solomon  obferves,  £ccl.  iii.  U 
**  To  every  thing  theve  is  a  feafon,  and  ■%  tiwe  for 
every  purpoie  udntec  heaven."  And  if  tbere^  be  a  time 
and  feafon  allowed  for  every  thing  and  purpcife,  even 
the  meaneft  things  and  parpoles  in  the  world  j  furely  aa 
infinitely  wife  God  will  allow  a  proper  time  and  feafoa 
fer  the  be  ft  thiogs  and  purpofes,  and  particularly  for  hif 
iblenan  worfhip  and  fervice,  which  is  the  moft  oeceffary 
and  excellent  purpofe  in  the  world.  It  is  not  enough* 
that  we  give  God,  from  whom  we  have  all  our  time,  « 
isare  of  every  day  for  his  fervice  ^  no,  we  owe  him  alfo 
feme  whole  days  for  his  folemn  and  public  worfliip  :  Yea^ 
H  is>agreeable  to  the  dilates  of  the  light  of  n^ture^  aid 
of  (bund  reafon,  thatone  whole  day  of  every  week  flxould 
be  dedicated  to  him  for  that  end. 

All  nations  through  the  world  have  had  their  feafons 
and  let  times  for  devotion  and  facrifices.  The  heathens, 
who  wdrfhipped  dDunb  idols,  had  t-heir  ftflivals  and  holy<* 
days,  and  particularly  one  day  of  the  week,  which  they 
efteemed  more  facred  than  the  reft.  The  Turks,  who 
have  taken  up  with  the  moft  unreafunabie  deluiions  and 
impoftures,  do  ftill  retain  the  impreflions.of  the  rationality 
and  equity  of  this  thing,  that  there  (hould  be  a  certain^ 
day  of  the  week  fet  apart  for  the  folpmn  wor(hip  of  God« 
Indeed  the  light  of  nature,  without  fome  other  help,  could 
not  have  determined  men  univerfaMy  to  dedicate  the 
feventh  day  of  their  time  to  God  *y  more  than  the  fixth 
or  eighth  :  But  feeing  the  wifc  Creator  of  the  world,  and 
author  of  time,'  thought  fit  from  the  beginning,  to  mea«> 
iure  time  by  diiys,  and  parcel  out  thefe  days  into  fuch  re- 
markable periods  at  weeks,  or  the  revolution  of  feveo 
da^s;  to  be  conflaittly  obfeived  all  the  world  over  ;  it  is 
ittoft  confonant  to  reafoa  aad  tquity,  that  one  day  ut  each 
week  (hould  be  holy  to  the  Lord. 

But,  befides  the  tight  of  nature,  we  have  the  light  of 
revelation  for  this  pointy  God  hath  exprefsly  appointed 
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in  his  word,  one  day  in  feven,  to  be  kept  holy  for  hi* 
£»lemn  worfhip  *,  neithex  hath  he  left  the  particular  day 
to  mens  own  choice  but  hath  chofen  k  for  them.  An^ 
now,  in  the  New'Teftament,  he  points  out  the  &r(l  day  of 
the  week  to  be  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  to  the  end  of  the 
worldi  as  is  made  cvid^lit  i|!V  the  foUowifig  tielMfife.  •  --  r- 

The  Jews  have  their  Saturday  Sabbath,  which  they 
glory  in,  and  call  the  Queen  of  the  w^ek :  The  Maho- 
metans keep  the  Friday^  as  being  Mahoine^t's  birtb-da^^ 
Th«  Parthians  and  fome  other  Pagan  .nations  'obferve 
Tucfday,  and  cfteem  it  above  all  othei?  days  of  th«  w«ckn 
But  it  is  the.  difcriminatiag  badge  of  the  prof^iTors^  of; 
Chriftianlty  through* all  the  world,  to  celebrajtcthefirH 
day  of  the  week,  being  Chrift's  rcfurredlion-day,-  and 
hence  called  the  Lord's  day*  Now,  though 'the  Jews  aud 
fome  few  others  plead  that  the  feventh  day  from  the,cre%- 
tion  is  inalterable  by  virtue  of  the  fourth  command,,  it  is, 
ihewed  in  this  treatife,  that  the  words  of  the  fourth,  coni- 
mand  are  fo  framed,  that  they  may  be  applied  to  an>y  day 
of  the  week  that  God  doth  pleafe  to  pitch  upon  for  the 
Sabbath,  whether  it  be  the  "firft  or  iaft  of  |he  feyen  days^ 
For  when  it  is  (aid,  ^'  The. feventh  day  is  the,  Sabb^^th  of 
the  Lord  thy  God  -y*  it  doth  not  mean  the  feventh  day 
from  the  Creation,  but  any  feventh  day  after  (ix  days  la- 
bour ^vhich  God  pilches  on  5  upon  whiqh  account  it  is  not 
called  that  feventh  day,  but  tjie  feventh  day^  Neither  is> 
the  feventh  day  mentioned  in  the  firft  words  of  the  com- 
mand, which  contain  the  ikhilance  of  it  \  for  it  is  faid 
oaiy,  *'  Remember  the  SabBfttb  day.  to  keep/ it  holy,V 
not  the  feventh  day.  Nor  is  the  feventh  day  mentioned 
in. the  Iaft  words  of  the  command,  which  contaip  the  for* 
ma  I  reafon  of  it  5  for  it  is  faid  only,  'J  The  Lord  bkffcd 
the  Sabbath  day  and  hallowed  it,"  not  the  feventh  day; 

As  to  the  iirll  day  of  the  week,  our  Chriftian  Sahbath, 
the  great  Lord  of  our  time  hath  appropriate  this  day  to 
himfelf,  marked  it  with  his  feal,  and  hath  put  his  name 
upon  it,  calling  it,  Rev.  u  lO-  Hemera  Kuriake^  the 
Lord's  day ;  even  as  he  calls  the  holy  fupper,  1  Car*  xi.  20. 
Diapnon  Kuriakon^  the  Lord's  fupper;  becaufe  the  one 
was  hi^  inftitution  as  well  as  the  other,  and  fet  apart  for 
keeping  up  his  memory,  and  (hewing  forth  his  glory. 
\Vherefore  no  txqe  Chriftian,  or  lover  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  will  be  indifferent  about  the  keeping  of  this  holy 
day ;  For  as  the  holy  obferving  of  this  day  is  an  opea 

..  and 
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atid  vifible  owning  of  the  Lord  Jefus  (whofe  name  it 
bcars>  for  our  Lord  andMafter  j  fo  the  neglcft  of  this 
Avf  is  a  plain  clifbwning  of  him,  and  an  open  flighting  of 
I  iht  benefits  of  his  refurredtion.     O  that  men  would  think 

on  this,  and  confider  what  they  do,  when  they  neglefl  or 
contemn  the  Lord^s  day  ! 

Though  the  way  of  Sabbath- fan^lification  be  the  good 
old  way^  appointed  by  ,God  ever  (ince  he  created  man  upon 
the  earth  5  yet  there  is  no  way  more  hated,  no  duty  more 
dppofed  by  Satan  and  wicked  men  :  Which  we  need  not 
be  furprifed  at,  feeing  it  is  a  fpecial  fence  to  all  Teligion, 
and  a  great  bulwark  againft  the  torrent  of  impiety  that 
runs  in  the  world-  And  that  true  piety  is  fo  low  in  mod 
places,  and  vice  and  immorality  fo  generally  prevail,  is 
inainly  to  be  imputed  to  the  abounding  ne^ledl  and  con- 
tempt of  the  holy  Sabbath  :  For  common  experience  doth 
teftify,  that  where  the  Lord's  day  is  more  ftridlly  obferv- 
cd,  their  Chriftian  knowledge,  piety  and  morality,  do 
profper  moft  \  and  where  the  Sabbath  is  difregarded,  there 
all  thefe  do  decay.  '  The  conlideration  whereof  (hould 
excite  all  the  lovers  of  God  and  holincfs,  to  ufe  their  ut- 
.  moil  endeavours  to  fupport  the  credit  and  maintain  the 
dignity  of  the  Sabbath  againft  all  its  enemies. 

This  coniideratioh  haih  moved  me  to  contribute'  my 
mite  upon  this  excellent  fubje6l  in  the  following  treatife, 
which  is  partly  controVerfial  and  partly  pradlical  •,  for  con- 
fiiting  the  enemies  of  the  Sabbath,  and  for  inftruding  all 
in  the  divine  warrant  for  fanflifyiog  this  holy  day,  and  in 
tbe  right  manner  of  doing  it.  '  There  are  two  effential 
things  in  the  Chriidian  religion,  which  all  fliOuld  make 
confcience  of  j  finccrely  to  believe  its  truths,  and  faith- 
fully to  pradtice  its  duties.  The  firil  of' thefe  hath  great 
influence  upon  the'fecond  ;  for,  if  the  Chriftian  truths  be 
not  6rmly  believed,  the  Chriflian  duties  will  be  ill  per- 
formed :  Now,  the  bell  means  for  promoting  both  the 
Chriflian  faith  and  Chriflian  pradlice,  is  the  fandification 
of  the  Lord's  day. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath,  the 
truths  of  Chriflianity  had  been  quite  razed  out  of  the  minds 
of  the  mofl  part :  For  as  the  Lord's  day,  of  itfelf,  is  a 
bright  and  lively  memorial  of  our  redemption  by  Jefus 
Chrifl  :  fo  upon  this  day  we  conflahtly  have  founded  in 
our  ears  the  truths  of  that  religion  which  Chrifl  and  his 
ej^oflks  delivered  unto  the  world,  and  the  excellency  of 

them 


th|Y  have'an'avefliort'-fo''it.    '  •     "'J      .' yn-v^i  -.'f^ini    no" 
/  TO>rc<jVer,  xhtft  ar^  mihy^who  'go  too  <li«ro1[iTMid  aN  ' 
lend  pMihante^  thrs  day ,   Hihet  to>f4Mllg  >«i9«atiR!aV  ani* 
fciencc,/or  Aipport  their' teputition  in  tlie  wdrld^-than  to 
fc^ve  G66  or  ia^'e  theit  fpttls.     Or  pefkay»<ildit^?go  be*; 
i^BtiFe^iJt  i^tHfe' faihion/  Di"  the  'ttay  iti^ne^idir  tbay  hMm- 
Be^n/Kfou^ht  ^]p  J  but' a] as  f  Uating  tluiirciliQart&ti^cfaiiid' 
tiiennX  tb<f^y:^rdetit  tlit^lr  bd^es  tt>  'God.i andi  do  dbvet ' 
And  hehcfc  ii  u,  thatt  in'tHe  Yhtt%  of  the  molb  folekia  / 
^orfkip«   they   have  their' eyes  either  wanderixig.JafMf .  ' 
▼ani'ty,  or  elfe  (hut  with  drov^drfttt^  and  deep  ^ 'they  Jind 
ltd  delight  ill  the  Sabbath,  ta({e  no  f^eetheis  in  ordinanccfty 
know  nothing  bf  communion  with  God*  in  l^emj    They 
underftand  not  the  Pfalmift^s  langjuage,  *"*  A  dnyin  Ood'« 
courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand  any  where  c&.''     No, 
this  day  is  to  them  the  longeft 'and  moft  weatifom&<day  of 
all  the  week'^  the  religious  exercifei  of  it  ane  irkibme 
and  burdenfdme  to  them.     It  may  be  faid  of  tbem^^>  as  of 
Doeg  the  Edomite,  i  Sam.  xxt^  7^     '^  He  waa  that  day 
detaitied  before  the  Lord."    They  long  to  'b^  releafcd 
from  the  lervice  of  that  day,  and  glad  wben  it  ^  nvtt* 
Alas  I  the  minds  of  many  are  fo  fet  upcm  the  wodd,.  thit 
they  complain  in  their  hearts  of  the  length*  ttfrthisj^^da/f 
as  the  Iffaefitss  of  olcf^  Amos'viii.  5;    *^  Wlien. will  the 
new  moon  \^e  gone,  thatjnre  Aay  fell  corny  and  the. Sab- 
bath^ that  we  may  fet  forth  ^heat  V*    They  couftti  all 
thefe  days  loft  days,  thait  bring  them  in  ^no  •Wforldiy  /gain* 
Hence  it  was,  that  the  Heatkens  (al'  Senega  steUa  .ttsX 
counted  the  Jews  a  foolrfli  people,  b0Oau&  thcif  dioftta  (uU 
feventh  part  of  thel^Hves,  to  wit,  by  obfcrving  ihe  Sab* 
bath.     But,  ah  i  Ivis  to  be  lamented,  thatvnot>HeatVns  y 
otily,  but  alfo  man/  profeft  'Chilians,  count  theJSabba^h 
a  loft  day  :    O  what  bafi^  ingfrfttitude^is  this:  to  God»  iot 
the  invaluable  privilege  andbUrffing  oftht  Sabbddi'to.lhe 
foub  of  men !  .     *  :      /  '  •      i     .  -»  ^  ^ 

Lqfifyy  Thett  ikrty  ht^de$' thtk  mtntidned,  &mt  pro- 
digies of  witkednels  in  the  world,  pccfoM'  wbo  piiifeoote 
their  lewd  and  profane  courfes  with  more,  vigaur  oa  this 
holy  day.  than  upon  any  t>ther'>  and  fo  make  t^Msday  of 
holy  reft'the 'devil's  working  day,  and  cdnfuoie}  it  wholly 
upon  their  lufts !  O  how  daring  an  aftoni  mu4:  this  be  to 
a  great  a  holy  God,  to  make  that  a  day  to  ferve  the  devil, 
a  day  to  improve  iu  vice  and  debauchery,  which  the  Lord 

hath 


oar  improvement  in  piety,  ftod  d^votLoQ-)!.     ,        .     . 
--l0>mfdbtcdbedynng'Xh«&  woefHl  abu&»  of  the  Sabj^atH 
lbi«)Ii^«erwfstt^ii  th«>eiiQfiim  tretitire.;;and,  tp  m^ke  i| 
mortt'geriftedly  ^fffttl  to  the  poQr,  I  hav.e  (hnrtened.  this 
fodrdrediiito  «f  ti,  by^.  leaving.,  oyt  the  i7^^  p/  Prober 
iHkMx^wit  fii^Med  to  l^e  .SwctocTy.zni:poSiblj'  pazy  bft 
llft8ti«feiialfspi^H0n$d  bjkfltlL.    I,ha.ye  b^rd  >o(  th^  ufc^« 
ftJhM6  ofi  tbtftt  t^Mtlfe  ta  ibmd  who  We  rcid  It ;.  O  that 
God  waUid»i>l«lB  itto  ttmmY.  itiojr«»  s^id  niidkA  U.thktW^jfl'^ 
to  prefbvve  and  promofto  the  love  and  eileem  of  the  LordV 
Aay  |a  'the  ^icartt  of  nmny  I  As  ferious  godlinefi  never 
4tidt  fi»3t:D6rer  will  thrive  nor  flouridi  in  tht;  world^  when 
t»^  wherinthe  Lord^s  day  is,difre]sarded  {  Long  experience 
cbofirniB  At,  that  the  fia  of  Sabbath- breaking  is  a  woeful 
iiilet  tb' imptcty  and  profiineneiS^:  They  who  once  begin 
to  {nake  little  difference  betwixt  the  Lord^s  day  and  other 
and  /oriierdays*  will  eaiily  be  brought  to  make  little  dif- 
ftenrnqs*  fa^mxt  th«  Lord's  name  and  other  name9»  the 
vLord.*s  tafaie  add  other  tables,  the  Lord's  book^and  other 
books:  Wheseaji  a  confcientious  regard  to  his  holy  day 
itim*  fbrotig*  fence  to  religion,  being   a  mighty   aw  band 
'upon  t'h«  foul  againil  the  commiffion  of  iln,  and  the  ne- 
^^e^  of  duty«i     The  Loifid*s  day  is  an  unfpeakable  blefling 
xki  a  laA  world,  and  the  fwiQ^tcfl  d^y  that  ever  dawned 
obfSDiT  it  V'lt^  ought  to  be  the  delight  of  our  Ibuls«  and  re- 
joienn^of  ear  hearts.     %vtty  wife  man,  that/ knows  the 
'va^e.bf:  dsis- day ^wiir have  a  peculiar  efleem  for  it  above 
^11  tKe'days  ifd  the  week,  a^d  will  reckon  every  minute 
^o)F  it  prqcaons^  and  d«fir^  , that  none   qf  it  be  mifpent. 
-. What  Cb|a(l f^d'.to  his  difciplei concerning  the  loaves  and 
'Mibs, 'he  £iy s  t<i  us concermngt hi«  holy  day,  Gather  yp  the 
jfr:agmems^    ^  Gather  vp  .tl^  ipace  hours    and    minutes 
^f.  It,  *cottnt''th«m  as  .  pr^ei^ipi^s   as   the   goldrmith   doth 
tfic'fmaU  filings  of  his  golj,  let  nothing  .of  Sabbath-tizne 
be  loft,  improve  it  wholly  for  God  and  your  fouls. 

Tina' treat ife  i  recommend  chiefly  to  families^ .  becaufe 
tbe  du^y  of  fan^tfying  tho  Sabbath  doth  nearly  concern 
all  iamiliias  as  fuch  :  For ;  all  governors  of  families  arc 
'cbargedy  by  the  fouirth , command,  to  fee  that  it  be  done  • 
in  ff)l\  t^ir\  dwell  logs  \  and  by  the  commaddi '  the^f  are 
made  tt%OfiiiUcl^  ./i^^«r  cbildr^n^t  fervants^  .gnJ  for  all 


Ill    :  a 

he  txciit^  by  thir  trcatitJB  to  miiicf  wit  ftofef^Qutjf^  I 
ItfV^fl^  i«M)fta  ;  iot  hetthe  glornktts  iiitilttr  of  t)i«^§itlH 
!«iA^«Wdb*l'i«»e  live  pAifti'  •  • '-    *  •'»••  *^» '  ^  V.  '.r 

7lf&y(N«U  <^)sjUL«  get  vf!;ractt  td.lbMrp  ili«\6AhitVo^.Mt 
'  1  f|n4jf^btt&  the  tbuq^s  tkat  pleafe  UiBr,  ;mi4  .tiikc;  Jloli 
nU  C9y^nant,  that  Xo^  wc   may -be  numbecai , anidBg 
iTwIibm  lie  Will  bnag  to  Us  hoy  itotBtaiJi,'9lk(  fi^ 
fnyiia  it  hti  liMfe  of  fnyfT ! 
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%minjaneis^ih£  f^eat  Regard  which  oi&' ^^^<)^s%1i 
.t^J^&ifl^^ 5ttW4?^<r>jr  /#  /A^ Xor A Jlijf, tf^qfxSi' law 
^jy^  ABs  made  in  a  merit  Tim^fir  iififjlria  OkHf^eHiei 
?;^%^  iiifM^^fo^dfu  Nnim  and  Ckurch  wbivR'JHU 
^'^if^lthi '^f»roe'\  htingja  many  ^^fHmaniet  fa  HfiTHandS^ 
\{$f  «i^^y^a/J,  and  the  Mmnt  tnfiitution  ffjti  XirJts 

X  SHALL  not  (bod  liere  to  ooliot  the  hi^b  rtgard 
wUch  king*,  prophets,  sod  riKhleout  nutii  among  tk«  }««r% 
bad  for  the  Sabbath^  recorded  ia  the  Old  Teitament  \  the 

E Sages  being  obvious  to  thofe  who  are  veHiNit  ia  theholf 
•iptttres^  fimdry  of  which  are  brought  in,  in  the  feliow* 
ing  treattfe,     Metther  (hall  I  ftnid'dthig  the  tefttanonies  of 
^  learned  and  pieus  divines  at  hckne  or  «broad,  for  eonfirai* 

fttg  the  doArine  of  this  ttcatife  \  feeing  thde  are  ft  maay 
I  as  would  fiU  a  volncoe  by  theoafelvea*     I  (hail  oalj  mention 

I .  lome  of  thefe  of  move  pohlic  entbor tty,  and  ^whieh  cuay  he 

I  *  «f  l^reater  weight  with  the  generality  of  readers, 

I*  The  aneient  ChftftidlhSy  who  Hved  oeaxeft  the  apoftlea 

\  times,  flilifpoke  of  the  l»ofd*fl  day  with  the  higheft  aeiie*. 

I  fatten  and  refpeft  \  facfa  as  ignathif,  Jaftin  Martyr,  Terw  ' 

f  tuQian,  and  others  %  who  alfo  give  an  account  «f  tbe'par- 

tkttlar  religious  ferrices  performed  by  Chrtilians  on  that 
day.  {tis  obfervable,  that  che  Chrifttans  thed  coma^only 
X  ca^d  that  day  among  chemfelwei,  Ae-Ji^^  day  tftha  waek^ 
and  tte  Lard^s  day^  as  r^^^^^  deoominated  in  the  New 
Teflament  }  likewifcy  they*  Ibmetimes  called  h  the  aigkti 
iay^  becaufe  it  foece^ded  the  Jewi(h  &veiitii  day,  and 
eame  to  be  celebrated  it  in  the  room  of  {t,  and  feems  tl^  be 
Mtoted  at  by  the  eighth  day  memtonedby  £«ek.  Kliii,  27* 
I  grant  that  fame  of  the  fethers,  fach  as  JaUin  and  Tert 
tullian,  in  their  apologies  to  the  heathen  emperorsi  ealled 
this  day  Sunday  ;  the  reafoa  wheteof  is  plaia,  they  were 
faking  to  heatheiif,  who  Always  called  this^  day  by  that 
>  Bame,  and  fo  would  not  have  known  eertaialy  what  day 

1  they  meant,  if  they  had  not  called  k  Sunday  %  w^ich  naaie 

\  indeed  was  git^en  it  by  %he  heathens,  bee^ufe  of  rheir  de- 

\  dlcaf  iag  this  day  to  the  Can,  which  was  the.  chief  of  the 

}  planetary  gods  worlhipped  by  them,     fiat  now,  when  that 

t%dSdtk  it  cc«fiEti|  and  Chrii|iattt  ^eak  of  tihis  d«y  tmong 
*  ,   ^h^nifclvcf^ 


%iv  Somehufrutft  Law  and  Actt 

tjiemfcires,.it  IS  not  proper  to  givC  it  ^he  niirii^'of -StiA^ay 


*  l^atli;  let  every  lover  of  Chrift  celebrate  the  tQRB's 

*  DAVy  the  bed  and  mofl  eminent  of  days,  In  which  tpur 

*  Life  grofe.'  '    fj 

So  ftriftly  was  this  day  fct  apart  by  the  ancierfts  lor 
public  devotion,  that  very  early  the  fynod*of  llleberis  or- 
dain^d,^  *  That  if  uny  man  dwelling  in  a^clty  /where 
*.  €;hi^che5  arc  near  at  hand)  {Hoiild  for  three  Lorcrs  days 

*  ke;ep  from  church,  Jic  ihiruld  be  fufpended  frpm  cpm- 
*:  iQUpipn  .with. the  church/  • 

*,.  Jn  ,tli^  fourth  cent  pry,  the  Hlftotlan  Eufet>!us  telfs  us^ 
_that  CftJ^ntine  the, Great,  the  firft  Chrifiiao  cmpeiror, 
ijOTued  an  edi6t,  requiring  the  whole  Roman  empire  to  ob- 
fcry*  ih?  iiORD's  DAY.  in  meipory  pf  thqfc  things , 
..^tipbrV'W  donjc  by  tb^  QanomQn  Saviour  of^U  men  \  and 
JbwJogrtJiat.  he. .counted  that  day  the  bed  apd  chief  of 
days,  truly  the  I*QRI)*^s,  and  a,d«y  of  fa^^atiop  ^  a^d.tli^ 
lie  ordered  his  army  to  oflf^  wp,  AKay^rs  to  God,,  and.  re- 
quired all  meji  .every  wlicr€t,tP  apply  thenafeJvts  to  rel^^ 
gious.worlbi^V  and  ^at.no  work. nor  any  thiqg  flipuld  b^ 
sdlowod  to  hinder  iKcir  pray^rsL  and  dfpyoiions  that  day.  . 
Wc.rcad  alfo  of  many  ancient  liaws  made  i)y  lyings  m 
England,  prohibiting  all 'kinds  of  ijs'vile  work,  tnercl^aa-j 
dife  or.  traffic,  on  the  Lord's  day,  upon  very  fevere  pen^l^ 
ties  \  as  that  made  by « King  }fm>  about  the  year  68R,.  .that 
.  ujade.  by  King  Alfred  in  tiSe  yp^r  876,.  that,  ms^dc  by 
Edv^atd.  his  fon  .about  t)ie  year.  9121,  that  .made  by  King 
Edgar  about  the  year,  966,  which  riBquirei  that  the  cplj^ 
juration  .of  the  Lord's. day  (hould  begin  from  nine  o^clpck 
on  JSaturday  iwght : .  Ajfo  that  Ja^.inade  by  King  Cani^tf 
about  the  year:  JO26,  to  the  fame  cff<d  with  that  of  Ed^ 
gar*s,  and  paorci  particulariy.,and  .ilri^lly  forbidding  all 
trade,  and  all  meetings  of  people  for  fqcular  affairs  or  conv 
Terfes  \  requiring  thicm  to.abitain.  from  hating  and  eyefj 
woildly  employ meiit  on  this  day...  ,  .,:. 

, .  ^To.the  fame  purpofe  might  b^  adduced  many  canons  o( 
.^c^leiiailicjiL  fyngd^  .apd  Qouncfls  in  Eag^land,  Frai^ce,  Ger^ 
many,  and  other  natiops  *,.  a  gre^t  number  .w^iereof  we  figd 
collfcftcd  by  Dt  Francis  White,  biihop  of  Ely,  in  f6jjit 
^'  \  '  LikeViic 


*lli|^cwiff|  \fp  fmi  gMt  zeal  msnifeded  b?  a  conyocalitm' 
erf  the  Scots  clergy  fur  the  Lord^s  day,  at  ihtlr  iseetiiig  at  • 
Par^h  ip.Uie 7eiir  iiScs, as  narrated  by  Archbilbop  Spotif- 
wiod-  Xbey  ord»*ined,  that  every  Saturday  from  iyfilvc 
•'pipcfc  ftiOUld,bc  fet  apan  for  preparatbn  for  tSc  LordV 
day>;  and  that  alltha  people  ort  ^tnrdaf  (;vening^,i^t  th^ 
fo«in4*otah);f43ell,  (hould  addr^A  themfelves' to  heat, pray* 
erSj  an4  .pi^uld  abHain  from  worldly  labour^  tjlrM^filda^r 
nxornin;^, .   .    *    •    ,    .^     .. 

,But  I  (hall  pafs  from  thofe  tnore  ancient  laws. and  canons, 
to  give  a  brief  account  of  fome  ads  of  Parliament' both  iti 
£ngland  ^nd  Scotland,  which  are  now  in  foxce^  fo^obfer* 
vihg  the  Lord's  day  5  and  which  all  tnaj6;iftratcs  of  biirgh?, 
j:ci flicks  of  peace^  and  other  judges,  (hould'and  m^ht  exe- 
cute prefcntly>  if  they  were  difpofed  to  do  it. 

In  England  Frimo  Can  I.  cap.  i.  ^  Forafmuch  as  th^re 
^  IS  nothing. more  acceptable   so  God  than  the  true  and 

*  iincere  worihip  of  him  ^accordlng  to  his^holy  ^it),  apd 

*  that  the  holy  keeping  of  the  I^ord^s, day  is  a  principal 

*  part  pf  Jthe  .true  fervicc  uf  God,  whi'cb  in  very  many 
^,  fdaoes  pf  this  realm  hath  been,  and  now  is,  profaned  and 
A^^egleded  by  diforderly  foxts  of  people:  It  is  therefore 
^  eiia<Eled,  That  there  (hall  be  no  more  meetings,  aifeni* 
'  .bfiei,  0^  concourfe  of  people  on  thC'Lo>d*s  day,  for  atry 
*'  fe?'^  ®"^  paliim^es  ivhatfocver,'  &c,  •*  .  .• 

T€rtio:Car.  I.  cap.  1.  it  is  enaftcd,  *  Th^t  no  carrier, 

',  carm2|n^  wainman,  nor  drover  of  cattle,  (hall  travel  on 

**  „the  Lprd'^s  day,  upon  pain  pf  forfeiting  twenty  (hillings  ; 

'  f  T^pran^. butcher  (hall  be  allowed  to  kill  or  fell  toeat>* 

r  Vigefimo  nono  Car.  II.  cap*  7.  it  is  cnafted,  *  That  all 
^^^.  the  jaws  cnaded  and  in  force  Concerning  the  obfervatron 
^  of  tj^ie. Lord's  day,  and  repairing  to  the  church  thereon, 
' ^  be  parcfully  put  in  execution  :  Arid  that  all  and  every 

*  perfon'and  perfons  whatfoevcr  (hall  on  every  Lord*$  day 

*  apply  thenjfelves  to  the  obfervation  of  thc'iam^,  by  ex- 

*  erciiin^  thcmlelvcs  thereon  in  the  duties  of  piety  attd 
'  true  religion  publicly  and  privately  5  and  that  no  tradef- 
* 'ma'9,    artificer,    worknian,    labourer.    Or   bther   pcxfon 

*  whaifocVer,  (hall  do  or  exercxfe  any  worldly  labour,  bu- 
^  finefs,  or  work,  of  their  ordinary  callings  upon  the' Lord's 

*  (days,  or  any  part  thereof  (works  of  tieceflity  and  chari- 
r^^-lY  oiily 'c\ceptcd'0  And  that  every  "peTfon,  be?irj^  of 
*  •^  i§e   age  of  fourteen  vears  an^d  upwards,-  offending 'In 


Sfl 


$9merJfkm(fH  fapff^^^^ 


tbe  fnmikt^  (hatl,  fir  every  fack  oflenee.  fetlett  Am  \ 
fiuB  li^^^iAiillinijrt^  oiitd  ibttf  nr  pe^iftT^V  (>e^«   ' 

hU,  tny  waret,  ttercht^difes,  fi^uit,  herbt,  goodi,  oc 
chnn^  iNrlHirfc'eirej:  «i|)o«  tbe  L^rd'f  .ittf,.  0#  ^i|  i|Hlrti 
tMffffft^fC^  pfii0th9l«tirry  ptrfim  ia.offiiniing  HmU:^ 
f!^€iin|i^jf(ltiic  jMMbi  fo«6sifd,  or.  Q^M#ifonkw>«t 

eJMpf^.ldWf.^:  ■    r:    -.  fr-m'jo  •.    •  *<*: 

flyiljhtnti^l  «r  oofttf  iota  bis.  or.  their  iimisr^odfiig  iipitt« 
mt  J^4S  ^y,  or  «n^  pftrt  th^eof;  Mpen  IpeiH  thst  ^. 
tmh4p4'fyt9y  bch  ai^odtsf  IkalK  fairfoit: twtiH^  tM* 
Uegs  for  cterj  fnck  offitoce*     And  if  aeyM#tW»pi'ifcM  i 
trfifc^i^HDn  »he  Lord^s  day«  aod  (ho«ld  thftfibmruUMdl^ 
ffce  bfind^  i»  net  to  be  aniWerableforil^j^inidwheteMt 
the  pcrfoo  ici£rB,  be  it  bartcd  from  being iegimrfttftlMr' 
fer.4iicb  ^coMmt^i*^^     ^  watcrawn  Is  to  be  •mptfyred'/Ur 
ti^i^lt^ellcept  as-lkeafed  for  a»y  eiifaor4inef|rfoee»8aii4  ; 
Ne  (fpfijdp  ia  »Uo«f4  to  otXeivef  e«eciiti^>^ieiiifQ8ieJM.^ 
fery^M  ejitciHtdy  ivy  fwit,  pTQ€eft^Mta^*it«rWter;« 
judif>eff('^4|r9Kei  eitcepiin  catet  aCitJ^lfai^'feleagr^  ^ 
«rl^|^  ef  |be  peaoe«    Tbe  idipeaohne«t  o&iiftlideft 
ta  jtt,  be  mMm  tefi  dey^i  iiNl  a  tbM^oavi.iifMlv  fliff«  ' 
feitttfff.tf  appointed lolbtf^eoviaf^Vllie^'^.t  [1 .  v  -  .. 
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•H)    .1'-"^  /<i  ;^   ,    •'         '■    ■-  '  ^••^    •  *^  •"'••'  * 

JAlid^  Vf ..Nil.  8. 4lbap.'7>.  It  ^^tnt^BiA^  ""^Vkki '-  ' 

'  )i[t|Dia|{«'lil«|f9iig^^*])afrmg  to  tavtriM  iittd  ale-hbtife^. 'b:i^ 

*  felling  of  meat  or  drink,  or  wilful  rcmaifiiinp^"  ftbiti^'tlli^  '^ 

*  piriMtirlilitHtimro«Yenftorio7pra^erVtlp^  tM^W 

^  bitii^a^r)  bt  Uft^l.'tiAdor  thi  ptm^  of  twenty  ihRlita^"  [ 

*  Siwiiu ,  A||ll"«rho  refuse,  of  ate  tinable  to  p*ty  tht  'fAW'' 
'  pw^  Aail  btipi^t  and  hbid^n  id  the  ilockft,  m^'4cfi^^> 

'  otiitf  «tB|[ill«r  fdJT'  public  pumlhtbent,  for  the'  fp«t«  •«?    ' 

»  tmtitri&ai  how/ &c.  •  "*    ^ 

OMWr  iMI^rr.  AH.  t.  iSMRtitled    Jhi^fir  tbiAe  '  ' 
ch/mmtM^titeJUrd*s  day ;  -which  ad  doth  dMbh^e ''- 
' Ail'|^iD|^'ef  AtU-pans;  mills,  or  kiln^,  und^r  the  jif^h^^    ' 

*  oM^nt)rp0«ildf  Sc6t»,  to  be  paid  ty  the  heritors -aii" 

*  PoAffdavahpMoi^ :  am)  alfo  all  faldKyn  ^(hing,  hirhi^Uf  '  ' 
'  fliia|r«#S))lHl^ng  of  ioads,  keeping  of  tiiarket^,  6f  ttfihg' 

*  of«iAM«faalkdift  ttpoAthefiiidd^y/^dall  ath^^^x^^    ^ 
'  nallMtleiai^  under  the  l^aitt  of  Un  podndlScbH[,''ni^  \ 

*  od»  Utflf!thdxe«r  ««^  be  pliid  by  the  fald  fiihcir  bt  iMrer  ' 
*M^^  aM  Uie*#tker  half  b]F^  tb6  perfons  Hiflng.  ^^Ahd  ' 

*  if  the  offender  4^  apt  abli  tOi  p4y  the  'fbld  ^eiialYii^,' 

*  that  he   be    exemplarily    punifbed   iil  his  body  ac« 

^  cording  to  the  merits  of  his  fault.     This  ad  is  agaia     ' 
^  ratified,  Cbar/.  II.  Pari,  a  Seff  j.  chap.   2i.      Likc- 

*  wife  it  is  ratified  by  K    WWiam^  Pari.    i.  June   15. 

*  1^95^     And  alfoy  that  parliament  made  feVeral  new 

*  laws  to  the  (aid  purpofe,  June  28.   i^dj,  0£taber  9. 

*  164)6.  January  sX     17OT.     And  in  theie  aSs,  they  fa- 

*  tify^  renew, .and  revive,  all  former  laws  againft  bab- 

*  bath-l^eaking,  and  ftriftly  letjttirc  and  enjoin  all  infe- 
'  rior  ihigiftrates  to  put  the  lame  to  eica£^  and  punQua| 

*  execution «ga!n(t  aUperfons  without  exception;  with 

*  certification,  that  any  magift rate  that  ihall  refufe,  ne- 
^  gled  or  delay,  to  eaeCute  the  faid  laws,  upon  applica^ 

*  tion  of  any  minifter  or  kirkfeflion,  or   any   perfon  in 
'  their  name,  informing^  and  offering  fuftcient  probation^ 

*  ihall  be  liable  toiiei  quotm  to  a   fitic  of  an  hundred 

*  pounds  Scots  by  Ae  Lords  of  Seflion,'  &c.  ; 

Likewife    our  Ho^cr^ignr^  upon  their  coiAing  to  the 

throne,  do  ftill  emit' proclathations  for  e^ccudhg  the  IjlW^ 

Vofc.  IV.  fc  againft 


tv'A  Spms  human  ZtfUy  and  A^ 

agai^A  Sabbath- br^aitx^g,  and  other  vioei^  arid  w|icrcxn 
they  charge  all  ma^iftrates  and  juJge§^'  to  fupprefs^  ^ni 
punidithe  profanation  of  tJie  Lord^$  day  oy  garni  ng|  fel- 
lings of  %uors.  and  otberwifc  ^.and  they  rcgmrc  and  com- 
mand all  perfons  wh^^foever,'  decently  a,nd  reverently;  tq 
Attend  thfe  woilhlp  of  God  on  every  liOrJl's  'ctayVdn  piii> 
b(  theit  bighefi  difpleafure,  and  with  being  prbcel^dicd 
againft  with  the  utmoft  rigour  that  may  be  Dy  law. 

To  tkefe  a£ls  of  parliament  aqd  prQclamatfons^  t'ihighj 
fubjoin  fomc  afts  of  the^general  affembly  ot  the  church  of 
Scotland  againft  Sabbath  breaking^ 'ancffojc  the^'tettey 
obferva^ion  of  the  Lord'^-day..  Many  mch  adls  l^avc 
ihcy  made  fince  our  reformation  ,from  popery  :  I  fhalj 
only  mention  a  few  of  them.  . 

-^  1639,.  at  Edinburgli  Auguft  2Q.1  '  l^'hey  teade  an 
fcdj.inthled,  y^r/  anent  keeping  ^ the  tdrJ^sJa^AxiViy^^ 
we  have  thefe  words  :  *  The  6eneral  Arfembjty  reeom^ 

*  men4  *o  ^^  feveral  presbyteries  the.  execution^  of  tli^ 

*  old  a6ls  of  aflemblies  againft  the  breach  of  tlie  Sab* 

*  bath  day,  by  going  of  mills,  falt-patis,  faimon>fi(h!ng^ 

*  or  any  fuch  like  labour,^  &c. 

u^.  1.6461  at  Edinburgh,  Jfune  18. ,.  iTh^y  maJc  aa 
aft  intitledy  j^ctagaimt  ioofing  ofjbips  and  ^arky  on  tbf 
<Lord*S'daji  which  runs  tl^us  :  *  The  General  Attembly, 

*  uhderflanding  how  much  the  Lord^s  day  is.pro/ai)e(^  by 

*  fluppers  and  other  Tea- faring  men,  do  therefore  diC- 

*  charge  and  inhibit  all  ikippers  a^d  £ulors  tq  be^In'^  any 

*  voyage  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  to  Ipofe.any  (hips,  parks^ 

*  or  boats  out  of  the  harbour  or  road  .upon  that  day  ; 

*  And  who  (hall  do .  on  the  contrary  thereoi^,  Aall  b^ 

*  cenfured  as  profaners  ot  the  Sabbath.^ 

jdffl  1699,  at  Edinburgh,  January  30.  in  their  a£t  af 
gainft  profanenefs,  they  have  thefe  words  r  ^  The  Ceae^ 
^  ral  Aflembly  recommends  to  kirk-fe(Iions  and  presbyte- 

*  ries,  the  vigorous,  impartial,  and  yet  prudent  exercir(p 
'  of  difcipline  againft  all.  ix^orality  y   efpecially  drunk- 

*  enhefs  and  filtoinefs,  curling,  fwearing,  and  profaning 

*  the  Lord^s  day*  wluc^  too  much  abound:    And  tha( 

*  they  apply  to  the  magiftrate  for  the  execution  of  the 

*  good  laws  made  againil  immorality  and  grofaneneis* 

*  And  feeing  it  is  obferved,  that  in  burghs,  efpecially 

*  thofe  of  the  grcateft  refort,  as  Edinburgh,  many  fit  too 
^  late  in  taverns,  efpecially  on  the  Saturday's  night,  and 

*  men  of  bulinefs  pretend  they  do  it  for  the  relaxation  of 

•  their 


for ^itt^ifif  fbe  Mfrf4  Dny^  xiX., 

*  tbei^  minih  j  through  which,  fo«x^  negk^  the  public 

*  worftiip  of.titXtoii^s  day  in  the  forenoon,  and  oth*^ 
'  ajttend  the  wi^tlhip  drow&ly  :  Therefore  the  General 
'  Afli^bly^  recommehcis  it  to  all  minifte.rs,  where  fuch 

*  fiflful  cufton;is  are,  to  feprefent  to  the  people,  both 

*  piibiicly  and  .privately,  the 'fin  ^nd  cvij  thereof  j  and  to 

*  caU  them  io  tedeem  that  time  which  they  iiavc  free 

*  frotn  bufine^  and  to  employ  it  in  cbnverCe  wl^h  God, 
'.about  their Jtouls  fiate»  and  in  preparation  for  the  Sa6- 

*  hath  J  which  will  jrield  niore  delight  than  all  fenfual 
*^  jkaiurcs  can  do.  And  the  General  Affembly  befee^h 
*'at|i  exHonaU  magiftratcs  of  burghs' to  be  afliftant  to 
'  miiii/lec^in  inquiring  into  and  retormitsg  fuch  abufes^* 

i  Geneml 

I  the  great 

of  people 

*  y2Lffain^^lj(  y^on  the  ftreets  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
'^  pW  aiid/&ore  of.Leith,  jn   St  Ann  s  ya;rd,  and  th< 


the 


'  imd  th.5  General  Affembly  being  deeply' 

^\  ^^  g^elk ^iihonour  4<>ae  to  thelioly  God,  and  <ff  the 

\  x>peii  cohtetnb't  of  God  and  man^  maaiifefte 


fen(H)le 
and<rf  t 
man^  maaiife^ed  by   fuch 


*'^ciuBrcJi,*  to  contribute  their  utnaoft  ^udeavouft,  iji  their 
r|talj^njj  Joi  fupprciUng  futfh  grofs  profanatiea  of  the 

*  Lord's  iliy,  ty  a  vigorous  ^i  impartial,  yet  prWcnt 

*  lexercliJEs^of  .the  cfircipliiie  of  the  ihurch,  and  by  Iwilding 
*/lfein31ioi*the  execution  of  the  laudable  laws  of  t}i€  na- 

'*  .^on  a^ainil  the  guilty,  in  f^K  a  way  and  tttanner  as  h 
"*^  Ullbt^ca'jby  law.     And,-  btccaufe'  the  concnirenee  and 

*  afliftaffce  of  the  civil  gbvemmcht  will  be  abfoluteljr  ne- 
'f  ceffary  fdr  the  better  curbing  and  rei^raiiiing  of  this 

•'trying  iitr,  l8le  General' Aflfembly  do  hereby  appoint 
.*'  thefr  coititeiffitrti  to^  nofminate  by  them,  t^  addrefs 
I*  thcL.Riglvt  Honb^^ablc  t*ie  Lortis  of  her  Majefty*s  pri- 
~^  yjf'  BbtacSl,  that  their  Loraihiprmay  be  pleai'ed  to  give 
\*  fobh  ord&ts;  4nd  take  fuclr  courfes,  for  teftfaiilin^  fuch 
"  *  'Sbtt'f^sJ^  asthey  in  their  wifdom  (liall  judge  motl  ef. 
'^"-^  feau«/^>'*       ■    •'  ^ 


f  f "  S9me  hufHdn  £awt  and  ^s^ 

Jbr,  1 7c 8,  at  Edinburgh;  April  27.  *  forafinuclia^s  xh?« 
^  njfters  from  diverfc  parts  of  this  national  cliurch  4o  rc- 

•  prcfentv   that   thcirr;is  ft;  jfenoral  j^ofaBAtion  of  the 

*  LordV^day'by  travelling  tnereupon,  carrying  goods, 
^  driving  cattle,  an((  Q](liC]r  :alHi%s,  to  the  great  fcandal  of 

*  religion,    and   manifeil  breach  of  many  good   laws  y 

":fi^^iv%  ^^^^  '^^^"!^— v'sfA'^/  ^^- 

•  appoint  each  presbytery  withm  this  church,  to  nomi' 

*  nate  two  or  three  of  thrir  pumber,  to  attend  the  Lords' 
^  Commiffioners  of  Jufticiary  at  their  fir  ft  circuit  that 
'  falls  to  blS.tn  tiiei/WondsL  and  to  SB|)]i6^nflto  their  Lprd«' 

•  fhips  the  profanation  of  the  Xord*s  i%j^^  the  forefaid 
'  Wicked  and  fin&l  pradices :    And  the  General  AfTem* 

*  ■  hly  .daXtrii]mflyr jcccnmnirod  ta.  the  faul  I«prds  Qf  Ji^fti- 

•  ciary,  to  take  fuch  effedual  courfes  as  they  in  their 
^  wifdom  Jtall  think  fit,  to  reftrain  and  puniih  the  afore*' 
\  faid  abuf^^  whi^htht  AffeimbfyijTilV  as 
^  a  fingiila(<lbryice  done  to  trod  and  his  church^      And 


[  jpraCbce 

*  »*!ftfifiibttorba  fouls  aliM  by  Tudkcburi^s^^  «c^.  ^By 
^'lilUwlil4^h  w^lJRfi;^  ^imXYi^^  >li^  %  h%h  tfteei^^^ur 
•  "*dald«i>'ktia'  ^%  aiitfeftbrrhad  of  the  Jbotd'i  ijiy;  find: 
i  :.<rfvwliafc*'matiimportfmcie  tlxey  judged  tte;  din  jdhTonira*' 
-tsiioai^  o£  itnis  4u)^  day  is  to'^c  intcreft  of  ttne^.  ireHgiion 
^  X  <9ddf^g6dlinJBfs  i  And  O  wlsat  a  ptty  is  it^  l^bait  :w<v  who 
*s^c»Af dilheAi^'  ihould  coiiie  fo'  far  {hort  jof  ^tm  jn  ,i^al 
vifrtfaft^^ingthc  LordV  da^ !    Q  %\\ix  #ll,|^a|riftr^ej;. 

and  minifters  were  animated  to  ihew  a  due  CQ|kce|^  'fo^ 
"  ;tii^£feP!!9F.^  ^Ws  hrfy  4fl^  w  in^raw?  J«J^. L A  plcai 

,J^ tfj)^  *^oua  tbistje  pf  the  rcviyal  Pt^i^cjf^ifft  5fli: 


i^i- :ii  r»p.;  jHtM^*'i;^»  v  f)   ;    :»•■».? 

•     M^,    :^:^   .,; 

^'.sh    3p(.<  Y^T^nLf '..*•♦  ;.  i  ■•»».■.?  If  7r>'»t 

i    ■"•  .J«    -r^'i  i  'Ml 

•'  .^]i}-.)ri:'Ui  r;,.A  •  ...-,.  ;fi.'....^i[  u  >■ 

»'*  J   .•  .  -^  ii    .   .    .kl 

• 

■    •   -.int..';'  - 

:;-•-»:     V.I    ^'   t  :    t     .      '-     /l    :        .  •  .     .    '    ^-i        * 

Tl^'E'  SANCTIFiCATfON 


J.O?L0's   DAY. 


r    t 


:  ;       ri^^INTROfiUCTION. 

^e^^pt^.^Hs  infinite  foodo^fs. to  fjsJIen  mjanktodt 
I)  %jirJv4as'b«capk5ifcd4o  give  oa.the  HoljrBibley  or 
*^jcah<^a|.{Qfipt«ireS|  as  a  per£e£k  rale  o£  faith  ai|4inan- 
z:i^cg(iJk.f^nfy^ug  at  large  the  great  tnith£»  duties,  and 
i^ncopcctnr o£the  Chrifttan  religion;  Aod  tb«fe  we  have 
^ahii^  doompiifcit  in  three  fiiem£l  coapcsdii^  whkh 
noi^d-^muod  andxeeeived  by  all  ChriftiaaB;  viz*  iigxid' 
or{pg^/MrvrM«ii  at'itia  coounottly  called,  tie  L$tt^s^oyer^ 
^^«tidtbB«At^i/0gi/«/  the  fiffft  being  the  fum  of^  ouv^r- 
^'tff^^'^^e'fe^nd  0f  c\xtfeU^a,  and  the  third  of  div 

'  I'lhc  Dtfealoguc  or  Ten  €ohimdndmcnt«,  ni^I^tch  trens- 
*  l&letfi^y'^ddiVercd  to  the  people 'of  4frael  frotn  monnt 
Sinai,  do  contain  the  moral  law ;  being  a  iiited^^rid  per* 
petusd  rule  of  righteoufnefs,  which  (Sod  hath  given  to 
be  Qbfered  by  all  mankind,  in  all  ages  and  periods,  to 
the  end  of  the  world*  Ttm  is  that  law  which  the  royal 
pfalmift  fo  much  admires  and  comatiends,  and  maies 
liis  chief  fubjed  in  feveral  pfalms,  paiticularly  xix.  and 
'  cxiz.  which  deferves  our  fpecial  notice,  and  high  efteem 
in  that  refpe£t. 

The  n^oral  l^w,  differs  vaflly  in  it9  nature  from  that 
of  a  pofitive  law,  which  commands  or  prohibits  things 

that 


^2  Introduction* 

lAat  Iwfotc  '^fte  indiflfwent,  and  only  become  goiad  or 
etilfcy.thp  vittuc  of  the  commanf',  and  i;pt  othf^rwife  : 
S|ich.was  that  command  to  our  fir  ft,  parent^  conccrn- 
iog  their  eating  X)f  the  tree  of  knowledge  \  l^ich  were 
the  ceremonia),  and  many  of  the  judicial  li\w.s,  given  to 
the  Jew$  :  Thefe  were  binding  only  ypon  ^p^irticular 
perfone*  andi  iafted  but  for  a  titpc.  But  the  mprai.law, 
contained  in  the  Decalogue,  is  of  univerfaf  s^id  perpe- 
tual obligation  to  every  rat^al  creature,  and  can  never 
be. abrogated,  nor  difpenfed  with  \  feeing  it  is  evidently 
founded  ^pp<|,  api^  igjreeaWe  to  the  di£latp9*of  the  li^t 
of  natvre^  and  the  principles  oJf  fbund  reafon,  naturally 
-engraven. on  man's  heart. 

TShfs  ftwfral  inw  God  hath  divided  into  t%o9  tables, 
I>eut,  v..^2.  In  the  firjl  table,  we  have  the  fifft  ./Ji/r 
commandments,  which  iii^mediately  beloog  unto  the 
.honour,  of  <3rod,  and  iftfttu^  us  \n  the  duties  we  owe 
to  him.  In  the y^tfc«J  table,  we  have  the  laft  fix  covti" 
mandmeQtB>  which  refped  the  welfare  of  our  »tig|i- 
kfoy^i  and  teach  ms  our  duty  towar4a  thetx^.,        ,,,  / 

AaxHK  .<Sdd'^  works  arc  Tcsry  bcautifui  i».  their  oriler, 
(^2xt  tbeTenComiiiaudmentt)  which  have  their  place 
^nid  rank  affigned  them,  according  to.  the  dignity  o>f 
the  duties  commanded^  and  the  hcini9«rfiie(6  ctf  die  Gng 
IForhiddeti*  A«  for  the  firft  table,  the  order  of  its  com* 
Iiidnpd84»  a>dlniiMU>le  %  fdr  the  firil  ^ommandjdetermioes 
the  right  objeA  of  out  wt>r(bip;  viz.  the  eternal  and 
only  true  God.  The  feisond  dire^  to  the  meaos  of 
worihip ;  viz.  that  they  be  only  thofe  of  God^l  iniH- 
titting,  and  fK>t  images,  br  nneane  of  our  dev)fing» 
The  third  appoints  the  manner  of  our  wprfliip,  that  it 
t^  with  awfuifear  and  iei;40Teiiee ;  widioot  Mafphem- 
ing  or  ]>rofilaf)kig  of  his  mine.  Thetfourth  command* 
meat  fpecifie6  the  right  time  ^r  fcafon  to  be  exnpioyed 
in^  his  lolenrn  worfbip,  ti2>.  one  <iaiy  m  itvietL,  ^wnhitfi  is 
*  tte  fiibjt<a  of  the  etifuiilg  trenutfe,  the  deifgn-'whsreof 
IB  t6  fPromote  the  reKgiottd  obfervation  of  ^titetCfaviftian 
Sahbath,  as  die  beft  mean  to  revive  roligfon' Jwhca  it 
falls  lender  decay,  and  to  maintain  it  >a  ita  life  and' 
pew8r^he»eift  is.  '    '* 

•  •     •  ••'Time 


Cati€!$rmag  the  i/i^^Gtf  ^f  lie  SMmA*  i^ 

^  Trtne  is  a  j«wei  bf  infeftimtble  wbfUi;  and  upon  tke 
maaagitixiefit  of  it  dependstht  falvittioaof  on?  immcMttl 
foUs  for  (ver ;' and  therefore  it  ctn  never  be  ^oougii 
iraliled»  nor  too  c^ttfvily  tmproven*  Time  i$  a  goldM 
ftream^  continually  running  down  hj  us  out  of  one 
etcVnifvinto  smother;  and  jti  its  wortl^  is  fddom  tak^ 
notice  , of  lentil  it  is  quite  paft  aw^y  from* us.  Hour 
fadly.do  we  verify  that  word  of  Solomon^  £ccU  tx*  ii» 
^*  Mair  kiloweth  not  his  time." 

But  pf  all  timCf  Sabbath-time  is  the  mod  preciouf* 
and  (hould  be  redeemed  with  the  greateft  care»  as  thu 
upon  whiiih  bur  falvation  depends  in  a  peculiar  maimer, 
it  is  the  time  in  which  tlw  holy  Spirit  is  efpecially  at 
work  for  convincinpfy  conterting,  and  i^ifyinK  the  (o^l% 
of  men)  it  is  the  time  fet  apart  by  infinite  Wifdom  for 
the  happtnefs  of  the  creat«^K,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Greator :  And  thereifore  it  is  the  bu6nrf§  of  every  one  t^ 
enquirie,  ho w^this  time  is  t<^  b^  improven  aright.  Now; 
for  their  encouragement  and  affiftance  in  this^tnatter,  i 
propofe  to  infift  diicfiy  uponHwo  heads :  i.  To  evince 
che  moifality  of  th^  Sabbath*  and  the  4ivine  appoint- 
noent  of  the  Iiord's  day.  a.  Give  diredlieiM  liow^' 
(jin£)ify'it  aright. 


'  '.■■■'I'.mii^  u.n'  .»y  !■ 


C  H  A  P.    L 

CAUceriiing  tht  Morality  of  tbe  Sahhatb^'  an^  ii^e  Jfiviae 
afipm»tmentqf,tbe.Lor4*sDayj^.    . 

YNocdes  to  the  handling  of  this  fu|)je£t  the  inore 
j[     clearly,  and  methodically,  I  fhall,  through  the  di- 
f.  Vine'' affiftance,  propofe  and  refolve  feveral  <|ue{tions 
relative  to  it. 

Qbeft.  1*  fyhat  is  the  proper  ftgnijUatim  and  in^ri  $f 
the  name  Sakbatby  fo  commonly  in  ufe  antpng  us  ,? 

Anpwer.     The  name  Sabbath  is  a  Hebrew  word, 
fignifying  rg/?,  the  Sabbath  being  a  day  of  holy  reft : 

nd 


Md  it'ift  Ib'cslkd,  becfiiiifeGoil  hath  eiifoincd  ut-to  fe^ 
this  day- from  our  carcbly  work  and  labQurj  thatwe 
may  folemnly  calhtq  mind  hsa  rcfting  from  Jiis  wqorks^ 
both  of  creation  and  fedemption^  pubKcly  adore  hnn 
thier<BfoT€,  folace  our  fouls  in  his  goodnefs,  repofe  and 
reft  in  thf  arms  of  hia  mercy>  and  meditate  vipom  tihat 
*•  eternal,  reft  which  remains  for  the  people  of  God? 
in  the  other  world.  ,   '       l 

This  being  the  true  import  and  meaning  of  thewbrd 
Sabbath,  we  ftill  retain  ir^  and  commonly  ufe  ittQ  fig- 
nify  the  I^ordV  day,  our  Chriftian  Sabbath*      .  t.  . 

There  are  fome  indeed  who  are  offended  at  the  t^ 
taining  of  the  name  Sabbath,  under  the  New  Teftaoifint 
timcSf  pretending  that  it  is  properly  Jewifti ;  though^ua 
the  mes^i  tincie^  they  are  fond  of  the  wosds  prieft  and 
altar^  which  are  much  more  fo.  But  it  h  furely  a 
miftake  to-  fay,  ^t  the  name  Sabbath  is  Jewilh,  i^r  - 
fecidiar  to  the  Jews,  and  fo  not  to  be  ufed  by  Chru 
ftiaoft;  f;or  we  fee  the  Lord  gives  it  that  name  ia  the 
moral  laif  ^  which  is  of  perpetual  ufe,  binding  Chriftiana 
as  mi^ch  as  Jews :  ''  Repiember  the  Sabbath  day  to 
*  keq>  it  hc^y/'  So  it  was  not  the  Jews,  but/ the  grtat 
GoJi  that  gave  the  Sabbath  its  name.  Na^  Chrift  oat 
Savipui  doth,  in  the  New  Teftamenf»  call,  his  own  day 
by  the  nacoe  of  Sabbath*  Matth.  xxiv.  ao.  ''  Praur  ye 
that  your  fli^t  be  not  in  the  winter,  nor  on  the  ISab« 
bath  day/'  Now,  it  is  evident,  that  our  Lord  doth 
there  mean  the  Chriftian  Sabbath,  or  his  own  day ;  for 
he  is  not  only  fpeakini^  toXhriftiaDs,  but  concemiog 
the  flight  of  Chriftiaos,  whkh  he  knew  ^as  to  fall  out 
fortjf  y^^rs  after  thejewilh  Sabbath  was  aboUfhed,  and 
the  liord^s  day  come  into  its  place.  Surely  he  would 
xmtbid  Chriifaans  pray  that  their  flight  iriight  not  fall 
on  the  Jewi(h  Sabbath,  when  he  both  forefawi  and  in* 
tended^  that  then  they  would  reckon  themfelves  under 
iio  obligation  to  obferve  the  Jewifti  Sabbath,  nor  under 
any  renraint  of  fleeing  or  travelling  on  that  day  i 
(which  even  the  Jews  therofeWes  believed  at  that  .time, 
they  might  lawfully  do  in  time  of  eminent  ii^zard,  as 
appe^s  by  the  decree  which  they  made  relative  .thereto 
under  the  Hafmonian^)  and  therefore  he  miift  mean 

the 


lh^«bttftlliii  *8fabbiti/|  tti><m  vAivAi  lie  M<»»  CftriftU^ 
prtf  tlfal  tlRSf  fri^htf  may  mt  happen.  ''  N«  that  it  was 
unhiMM  Hbt'^h^tiifotlk  bt't)^t\  oh  tbnt  dttVin  time  ' 
of'^hgfe^;  bhi^'^tft^kukU  M^dttld  %e  a  gr^tr  addititfifi  to 
thc*st«itibte',  tf  tKcir  flight  ibould  happen  iit  ftith^a'' 
tiriW^V^aStd'd^ife'tlhem  of  fhfc  oppoftuiiify'of'God'^  ■ 
woi^hip  iftdt/fdfnanctsv  '.'.*.  i.    ' 

It  is  of  no  weight,  whal  is  okjcftcd  "bf 'f6m<^,'  Aat , 
th^Cferillwrii^, '^hb' nved  in  Judca  among  the'Jcwl^ 
cotiM'  Wol>  fe^^  a3td#ed  by  them  to  f rai^  on  thtir  S«b- 
bath,  and  thercffofrc  (fay  they)  Chi«ft  tfids  "theih  -ptay 
thtfAWih^'fit^  tftifeht  htit  fall  upon  it.    Fdrln'the 
jftr^fi^ii^'tlft  Jew« 'not  hafirtg  the  gdvetnTAen*  Shen 
in  *lhe«f 'ft^dsv  the^  had •  no  ^awer  of  leftralnlng  or  ^ 
puAlffiiAfg'^  crtriles.     2dfyy   The  time  which  Chrift 
fpdte'of^Wli  af'time  of  waif  and  confufiott,'  occafoncd* 
byUteR^o^inr^rBAte^lhYading  the  land,  whiettiho'tio* 
tice'could  be  taken  of  fuch  e^fes  "as  travelHAg' oft  tfce    .« 
Salftii?t»;    'J%-The'n<aft  fo^rftkiour  Wetc^^      that  "' 
tinilj  ipdie'tb'  S6^  ii^d  tn^avei  ^  well  M  t6e  (ttiwftfaiis  > 
whkJh>they»tfitti'ihotight'  it  -r^wfol' to  tfdy.  aifVe  ttiW 
beftt^r^  4tilyl'it  ChnfthA^^  fpdka  (b  conceitftftfc iKfe 
Jev»l^  S^batiy;  il  had  taid^1b'me'foi&ndatidA'<fD#€hri«'    ' 
itiani4ofelln^o<miftall^8  ^bntetnihg  the  idUfgafioiJ^  df 
the  JcWilh  Sabbathi  *t*d  othf^Jir  ceren^^fii^:  which,  to    ' 
be  ftfrcj  tfkr  JUofA  wo4itd  WOfhkiMJ  given  th^i*    Awdi 
if  dtert?  hid  bcch  arty  ^sh'6fct«(ioll  giveYr;  the  Jiidaiz- 
ingiChriftitew  wotlld  <fercaltfiy  have  impr^Veti  itagdnft     ' 
^e  mp^leif  whieh  y^  *w^^o  hw  find.     Xi^;?//;  The 
learned  Owen^^Buthtfrf*^  'Brbwiij  and  oihtt  Wt^ere-oti     ' 
thts^M>je<ft/'  HfiderftM^d  Chtiff  ^  %eiikiiig  l)if  fhi^placv     ' 
of  Bi^'OhriAiftn  Sabbath.    ••  •      -  "•         '    ' 

Bbe  grafting  ifcat  the  tattie  Sabbath  •'^•^m  indeed     ' 
Jcwi*  trfld  ift^toptr^  (fife  fome'^  Mfoyxld  hiv6'  ir)  -  yet  t    '' 
am  frfrej'it^wftfWpitefefdble'tb!  Ihat'of  Sunday;  which  / 
18  tni^tHettfh^niih,  thod^lf  ctrfinloniy  «ifed»by  them  iti 
Acuraihiilfy^to' the  offence  of  fnaldy  Chnftiaris  V  ?Df  it     ' 
is  wtHltiktHSi^w  that  the  He^\4^nf" idcrlaiets  t^ted  thii 
day  ^(Uitilayv^bedimfe  of  theirdcdi^kdhigit  toth'^  Cteat^d    ' 
Sun/whibh  %W  the 'chief  ol' their  planetiry  gods  that  ''  - 
thcyrtioidiiittKily  wbrfetppbdi  ^  may- be 'g*&wrc.*"iiflb 

Vdt.IV.  D  from 


S6  Cont&nirtg  the  Morality  of  th  Sa^A^ 

froih  2  Xitigs  xxiii.  5.  Ezek.  viii.  16.  And  hence^ 
fotne'  of  the  anqicnt  Heathens  (of  whom  Tertultian 
fpenk^)  fancied  that  the  Sun  was  the  God  of  the  Chri- 
itians,  becaufe  they  celebrated  the  firft  day  of  the 
week.    * 

I  kiffoTfcr  it  is  objected,  that .  fome  of  the  primitive 
dpologifts  for  Chriflianityy  as  Judin  Martyr  and  Tertul- 
lian,  in  their  wridngs,  call  the  Lord's  day  Sunday. 
.But  the  reafon  of  their  fo  doing  is  plain  %  they  were 
writing  to  Heathensi  to  whom  the  doffarines  of  Chri-, 
ilianity  and  iiiftitution  of  the  Lord's  day  were  things 
new  and  ilrange,  and  who  would  not  haTe  known  what 
day  they  meant,  if  they  had  fpoken  of  the  Lord's  day ; 
and  therefore  they  call  it  by  the  name  they  gave  it^ 
Sunday:  For  when  we  treat  with  others,  we  muft 
exprefs  things  by  the  names  that  are  common  and  cur- 
rent among  theih,  unlefs  we  intend  tq  be  barbarians 
to  them.  * 

But  the  primitive  Chriftians  did  not  ufe  to  call  it 
Sunday  among  themfelves,  but^  commonly,  the  Lord's 
d'^y,  not  the  Sabbath  ;  partly  to  diftinguiOi  it  from  the 
Jewifli'Sabbath  that  was  fo  lately  aboliihed,  and  partly 
to  wean  the  Jewifli  converts  the  more  effe^ually  from 
Judaifm-  But  the  true  reafon  why  fome  in  this  age 
feem  to  be  offended  at  the  word  Sabbath,  as  being  ap- 
plied to  the  Lord's  day,  is,  becaufe  they  cannot  allow 
of  any  thing  that  would  infer  an  obligation  upon  them 
to  keep  fuch  a  ftri£l  holy  reft  upon  the  Chriftian  Sab- 
bath ?i&  the  Jews  did  upon  thjcir  Sabbath :  but  1  wiU 
have  occaHon  to  fpeak  of  this  afterwards. 

I  need  not  ftand  long  here,  to  (hew  the  different  fig- 
tJiiications  of  the  word  Sabbath  among  the  Jews  \  only 
in  a  word,  be  fide  the  feventh  day  of  each  week,  or 
Weekly  Sabbath,  (which  iaf  the  moft  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  word  in  fcripture)  it  is  put  alfo  fometimes  to  fig* 
nify  a  whole  week,  becaufe  every  week  had  a  Sabbath 
included  in  it,  Lev.  xxiii.  15*  "'  Seven  Sabbaths  (hall  be 
complete,"  i.  e  weeks.  The  Pharifcc  faith,  Luke  xviii. 
1^2.  ''I  faft  twice  a  wetk  ;"  orig.  neujleuo  dis  tou  Sabba* 
tw*  Likewife  the  word  Sabbath  is  fometimes  put  to 
fignify  feven  years*     Lev.  zxvt  8.  *\  Thou  (halt  number 
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IKalo  thef^  iGnreirSabbathi  of  years,'!  .^.  e^  (as  it  is  jdbere 
^plaine^)^tvco  timefi  feven  years.  Seven  years  v^as 
caUed  #mopf^  the  Jews^  a  Sabbath  of  years,  becaufe 
tkeii^laiul  lefted'from  culture  or  huib-mdry  every  feventh 
year,  in  atifwer  to  the  church's  reftingj  every  feveath 
4ay.  Hence  k  iaCaid,  Lev.  x\v*  4.  V  The  feycath  year 
iball  be  a  Sabbath  of  rei^  unto  the  land.'*  B^fides  this^ 
^ey  had  .thpir  great  fabbatical  yeais  or  Jubilee^  which 
^as  ^vcry  ftftie|h  ye.ir :  For,  according  to  Li?v.  %xv  9, 
they  were  to.  reckon  feven  Sabbaths  of  years^  orfeven 
tiniei  (even  yrars  which  is  forty^nine^  and  then  to  ob« 
ferFe  their.  Jubilee,  or  fabbattical  year.  Lajiiyj  T^\e 
iKher  f^red  feafta  which  the  Jews,  kept  monthly  or 
«nnuaUy»  .«re  alfo  cailed  Sabbaths,  in  regard  of  their 
y^fting  from  Ubour  on  thcfe  days,  as  op  the  weekly 
gabb^tjb-  Hem^e,  Lev.  xxiii.  24.  the  6r(l  day  qf  the 
i^ff^\\  inonthy  which  was  theijr  •*  feaft  of  trumpets," 
is  called  2^  Sabbath :  But  the  weekly  Sabbath  is  com- 
monly  callfd  in  Scripture,  by  way  of  eminency^  the 
^Saihti^y.  to^iftinguiih  it  from  all  other  Sabbaths,  apd 
jgive  k  th^  jM^efercDce  to  al)  the  othwr  feafts  of  the  Jewir. 
V  .4Q«iy0«  lU  For 'what  ends  Uath  God  appointed  a 
/wcekJf,S>bb?th? 

.^.  jftlf.  <j.  Qpd  hath  appointed  it  for  manifefling  of 
.|iis  .QiNfrt  gbrji  Jind  particularly  for  difplaying  his  fo- 
f^fcreigp  powipr  t^nd  authority. i>ver  all  his.  creatures. 
rit  in uft  certainly  be  a  high  acknowledgment  of  God's 
.:iimver.fal dominion  and  fupremacy,  to  have  all  the  world 
dP^tj  .yfcAf  i^  one  day,  lay  afide  their  own  bufmefs, 
that  they  may  jpintly  woifliip  him  in  a  public  and  fo- 

.lemB.mtiQiuer* 

.2.  H«  appointed  the  Sabbath  for  the  benefit  of  his 
-  creatures,^ :  and  particularly  in  compaiSon  to  fallen 
,  voan  f  ipr  he  faw  man's  heart  would  be  fo  glewed  to 

tbe.worMi  fo  drench'din  fenfuality,  that,  were  he  left 

.',  itQ  bam&l^  he  would  not  ^loyr  one  day  in  a  montli, 

^d^Wfi'in^z  year,  for  divine  worship j  but  would  have 

.  drudged  himfelf,  his  fervants  and  boafts,  even  to  death 

,in  purfuit,  of  worldly  things,  without  minding  any 
.  thing  that  is  better.  Wherefore  a  tnerciful  God  hath 
'  ^ri^^liy  CK^mmanded  /nan  to  r^ft  one  4ay  eypty  vve«k, 
'  .  •  P  z  from. 
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from  all  worldly  conceriu,  that  thereby  he  fnight,  in  a 
manner,  be  laid  under  a  neccffity  to  mind  his  foiU  and 
l^e  things  of  another  world ;  and,  in  the  mean  time^  the 
poor  toiled  beads,  as  well  as  mens  bodies,  might  have 
fome  reft  and  eafe,  for  their  prefervation  and  fupport. 
But  more  particularly,  the  Sabbath  is  de£gned  for 
our  fouls  eternal  welfare ;  in  regard, 

1.  The  Sabbath  tends  highly  to  our  inftrufllon,  and 
to  the  keeping  up  the  lively  impreflions  of  the  truths  o£ 
Chriftianity  in  our  memories.  The  Sabbath  recurring 
every  week,  doth  ftill  of  new  lay  before  us  a  compen- 
dious view  of  thefe  eflential  dofirines.  The  creation  qf 
the  worlds  man's  fall^  Chrift^s  incarnation  and /iUisfaBion^ 
his  deaths  refurreffion  and  viHory^  Jfir  competing  our  r/- 
dempikn :  Be  fides  that  glorioiu  and  eternal  rejt  abovef 
provided  for  the  people  of  God. 

2.  It  tends  to  promote  holinefs,  spirituality,  and  * 
heavenly  mindednefs,  in  us  ;  and  that  two  ways«  i  •  By 
calling  us  off  from  temporal  to  fpiritual  employment. 
Sekifual  objects  through  the  week  ai^e  ready  to  alienate 
our  aSe£lions  froq\  God,  and  wear  fpiritual  things  out 
cf  our  minds ;  for  recalling  whereof,  the  SabbaSi  fea« 
fonably  returns,  and  prefents  and  entertains  us  with 
divine  obje£fcs. 

2*  By  affording  U8  a  lively  emblem  of  heaven,  and 
the  converfation  of  the  glorified  faints,  in  celebrating 
that  eternal  Sabbath  above  :  For,  as  in  heaven  there  ia 
no  buying,  felling,  nor  any  workUy  buGAefs,  but  a  con- 
tinual fpeaking  of  God,  enjoying  communion  with  him^ 
adoring  and  praifing  him  for' ever,  without  any  mixture 
of  other  affairs  ;  fo  the  Lord  will  have  an  emblem  or 
reprefentation  hereof,  as  near  as  may  be,  given  weekly 
to  his  people  on  earth,  by  the  Sabbath,  wherein  they 
muft  lay  afide  all  worldly  things,  and  be  wholly  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  God,  and  work  of  heaven  s 
And  this  is  in  order  both  to  keep  them  in  mind  of,  and 
make  them  meet  for,  that  inheritance  of  the  faints  io 
light. 

^efi.  III.  What  is  to  be  underfiood  by  the  morality 
of  the  Sabbath,  or  fouith  commandment^  fo  frequently 
fpokc  of  i 
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^13/1,  When  we  call  the  Siibbath*  or  fourth  com« 
mandmenty  morale  we  xiiean  that  it  11  one  of  God's 
moral  precept8».or  a  part  of  l^e  moral  /aw,  u  t  the  pex* 
petual  and  unakerabk  rule  given  us  by  Goi,  fojr  Xc%v^ 
kiting  our  life  and  manners :  Alfo,  by  calling  it  m9r^^^ 
we  didinguifli  it  from  the  ceremonial  laiv,  which  was 
binding  for  a  time  only^  and  abrogated  by  Chrift's  com- 
ing.  xhe  fourth. commandment,  enjoining  the  obfer« 
nation  of  the  Sabbath,  is  not  ceremonial^  but  moral ; 
that  is»  it  16  not  temporary,  but  of  (landing  and  f>erpei> 
tual  obligation,  and  which  binds  all  men,  in -all  ages  to 
the  end  of  the  world* 

But,  that  we  may  have  a  more  di(lln£l  apprehenfion 
of  the  morality  of  the  Sabbath,  we  mud  di{lingui{h 
betwixt  things  that  are  naturally  mora!,  and  things  po*- 
fitively  moral.  Moral  xtatural  is,  when  the  thing  re- 
quired is  £0  founded  upon,  and  authorized  by,  the  law 
of  naturae  and  right  reafon,  that  it  is  fit  and  neceifary 
to,  be  done,  though  there  had  been  no  expiefs  command 
for  it ;  fuch  as  worifaipping  God,  jobeying  parents,  a^ 
ftaining  from  murder,  &cw  Moral  poGtive  isTomething 
enjoined  us,  which,  though  it  be*  agreeable  to  the  law 
of  nature,  yet  carries  not  fuch  a  natural  evidence  in  it, 
as  to  oblige  us,  without  a  divine  revelation  and  exprefs 
command  ;  but,  being. once  revealed  and  commanded, 
it  is  perpetually  binding  as  well  as  that  which  is  moral 
natural.  Now,  the  fourth  command  is  commonly  called 
moral  poGtive,  though  indeed  there  are  feveral  things 
in  it,  which  are  of  natural  equity,.and  authorifed  by  tite 
law  of  nature  and  found  reafoo  \  fuch  as, 

1.  That  there  be  a  due  part  of  our  time  dated  and 
confecrated  for  the  folemn  worfliip  and  fervice  of  God, 
and  particularly  in  public  afiemblies. 

2.  That  this  dated  time  or  day  diould  be  univerfaT, 
and  the  f<ime  through  all«  that  one  man's  bufinefs  in- 
terfere not  with  another's  devotions* 

3.  That  this  day  (hould  recur  in  a  ^ue  frequency, 
that  It  neither  be  fo  rare  as  to  hinder  our  fouL  good, 
or  indifpofe  us  for  the  duties  of  it ;  nor  fo  frequent,  as 
to  deprive  us  of  opportunity  for  our  neceffary  fecular 
employments. 

4.  That 
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.  4.  That  the  holy  duties  of  this  day  be  not  m^rtti 
or  interrupted  by  Mrorldly  employments  or  diverfions  $ 
id  regard  they  tend  naturally  to  draw  off  the  n^ind  from 
God  and  divine  objefis.  Thefe  four  things,  included 
in  the  foutth  commandment,  I  reckon  to  be  of  natundi 
equity  or  moral  natural. 

: .  Ticfc  are  other  things  in  it,  which  arc  of  pofitive 
inftkutior,  u  e*  binding  only  by  a  positive  law^  and  ex- 
prcfs  jevclation.     Of  thefe  again  there  is  fometbirjg» 

.1.  That  is  pofitive  "moral  |.  e.  of  perpetual  and  unal- , 
tersrisk  obligation;  ▼  z.  that  the  forefaid.  ftated  tinate 
for  God's  foiemn  worfhip  (hould  be  the  fev^th  part  €)f 
,our  time,  or  one  day  io  fevisn.  This,  by  God's  law,.  .i$ 
become  perpetually  moralrand  unalterable  %  but,  if  God  < 
had  not  revealed  it  to  us,  the  law  or  .light  pf^natiife 
could  not  have  determined  us  to  jt,  nor  r^dcr^d  %xkf 
toM  reafon  why  the  feventh  rather  than  thieilifth,  fiqctt), 
or  eight  part  of  our  time,  ihouldhave  been  f<>  «OTife- 
crat^d  to  God  :  But  the  Author  of  nature,  .who  beft 
know«  what  proportion  ctf  thne  fuits  b^  bqt|;i  to  mcds 
•bodies  and  fpirits,  at>d  how^oft  it  (hould  rtjcuf,  (a:aQ  ti> 
anfwer  beft  the  exigencies  both  of  our  pjo^eat  and  (fu- 
ture life,  hath  wifely  determined  it  to-  be  n  fe,Yenth 
.|>art,  or  one  day  in  feven  :  And  can  any  man  .fa^  but 
it  18  a  moft  ratioiral  and  fair  determination  i  ^Had  he 
.  dealt  ivith  us  (tridly,  h^  might  have  taken  the  fix  days, 
and  left  us  but  one  :  But  fince  he  hath  t^f  n  but  oni, 
and  allowed  us  fix,  we  ought  to  acknowledge  A^V.  the 
Lord  hath  dealt  gracioufly  atid  liberally  witk  us..  Nay, 
had  it  been  referred  to  euriflves,  could  w^  have  gtveti 
k&  time  than  this  to  God,  from  whom  we  ha^^e  all  cue 
time,  nay,  our  very  beinfi^  aod  all  the  good  things  we 
Wjoy  ?  .    .  !*  .  .     ' 

But,  2<//^,>  There  is  in  the  fonrth  commandment 
fomdtbing  that  is  pofitive  cevemonial,  or  mutable,  viz. 
The  obfervation  of  the  laft  day  of  the  feven  for  the 
^  Sabbath.  This  indeed  was  enjoined  at  iirft,  though 
"'  not  diredly  and  principally,  as  any  wife  efTential  <o  t^e 
'  command  for  the  Sabbath ;  but  only  in  a  fecojDMkgry  way, 
'  as  a  circuniftance  of  the.command,  which  was  ^to  be 

altered  when  God  pleafed.     It  belonged  not  to  t&e 
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fubftance  of  this  eommandy,  or  the  great  defigti  of  the 
law,  in  what  end  of  the  week  the  Sabbath  ihoald  be, 
whether  the  firlEl  or  laft  of  the  feven  days  (hould  be 
confecrate  for  it; 'fince  the  fcope  of  the  fourth  cork- 
mand  is  only,  to  bind  us  to  confecrate  the  feventh  part 
of  our  tinne,  or  one  day  in  feven,  to  the  Lord :  This 
is  the  morality  of  the  command,  and  what  is  of  facred 
and  perpetual  obligation  in  it.  For,  obferve  how  the 
command  runs,  /*  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy: — Six  days  (halt  thou  labour,  and  do  all  thy 
work  \  but  the  feventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord,  f 

^  He  faith  not,  *^  Remember  the  feventh  day''  to  keep  it 
holy,  but,  «.'  Remember  the  Sabbath  day/*  or  «•  holy 

,  reft,"  whatever  day  it  (hall  be  appoined  on.  Take  the 
fix  days  for  your  labour,  and  let  God  have  a  feventh  e- 
very  week  for  his  folemn  worfhip  \  this  is  the  deGgn  of 
the  law :  For  when  it  is  faid,  '*  The  feventh  is  the 
Sabbath  of  the  Lord,"  it  is  not  precifeiy  meant  of  the 
feventh  in  the  order,  but  the  feventh  in  number ;  not 
the  feventh  day  after  the  creation,  but  the  day  follow- 
ing the  fix  days  allowed  men  to  labour ;  that  day  is  the 
Lord's,  whatever  day  in  the  week  it  fall  on.  Arid 
though  it  be  told  in  the  end,  that  "  God  refted  the  fe- 
ventlF  day/'  which  indeed  feems  to  be  the  feventh  from 
the  creation ;  yet  it  is  faid,  **  He  blefled  the  Sabbeith 
day/^  not  the  ieventh  day.  So  that  it  is  plain,  thatf 
both  in  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  command,  the 
Lord  puts  a  remarkable  diiferepce  betwixt  the  Sabbath 
or  day  of  holy  reft,  and  the  feventh  day  of  the  week^ 
the  day  of  his  own  reft ;  implying?,  that  the  fcope  of  the 
command  is  to  bind  us  to  fandtify  one  day  in  feven, 
whatever  feventh  the  Lord  pleafes  to  chufe,  whether  it 
be  the  firjl  or  lafl  day  of  the  week  :  and  that  the,  ob- 
fervation  of  the  levcirth  day  from  the  creation,  is  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  the  ftanding  law  of  the  Sabbath. 
For  •*  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  k  ep  it  holy/' 

~  is  the  fourth  command,  and  would  have  .bound  us, 
though  it  had  ftopt  there,  and  faid  no  more.  Though 
yet  i  grant,  that  the  obfervation  of  the  feventh  or  laft 
day  of  the  week  for  the  Sabbath,  is  fo  enjoined  by  the 
fourth  command,  that  none  could  have  altered  it  from 
th.it  day  to  another,  but  he  that  is  Lord  of  the  Sabbath. 
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Thus  you  fee  m  \diat  fcnfc  the  fourth  commatirf  U 
morali  anci  of  unalterable  obligation  ^  and  hoW  it  p^* 
j$etua)ly  binds  ^11  Chriftians  as  welt  as  Jews,  to  fane-, 
tffy  one  day  in  feven  for  a  weekly  Sabbath  unto  thfe 
Lord.  And  now  the  day  being  changed  by  divine  au- 
thority, from  the  lafl  to  the  /^^  day  of  the  week,  (of 
which  afterwards)  the  fuhftance,  fcope,  or  moraKty  of 
the  fourth  command  i^  nowife  infringed  ;  and  it  ftill 
retains  its' authority  and  obligatory  force  9$  much  as 
ever,  binding  Chriftians  to  fandify  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  as  njuch  as  it  did  the  Jews  to  fandifv  the  Jaft ; 
Even  as  a  lawj^  commanding  the  keeping  of  an  anhi- 
verfary  day  for  the  foverign^  birth,  doth  ^equally  apply 
itfclf  to  the  birth-day  cff  each  fuccecding  prinjpe. 

^u(fl  'IV;  How  may  the  morality  of  the  Sabbathfi 
or  th^  perpetual  obligatign  of  the  fourth  command,  be 
demon  ftra ted  againft  thofe  who  deny  it  ? 

^n/  There  are  many  reafons  which  prove  that  the 
fourth  command  is  motal,  bindij3g  its  by  a  facfed  and 
perpetual  law,  to  keep  hoiy  one  day  in  fevea,  to  the 
end  of  the  world  5  fuch  as, 

"I  If  the  law  for  the  Sabbath  was  given  toman,  and 
biiiding  upon  him  in  a  ftate  qf  innocency,  before  there 
was  any  ceremony  or  type  of  Chiift  inftituied  j  ^(for 
then  man  did  not  need  a  Redeenoer,  nor  any  rite  or 
type  relative  to  him)  then  confequently  this  command 
was  not  ceremonial,  nor  aholifhed  by  Chrift's  coming, 
but  is  of  moral  and  perpetual  obligation  :  But  the  for- 
nerds  true;  and  therefore  the  latter.  The  confc- 
quence  of  the  firit  propofition  is  certain,  fbr  the  rea- 
fons mentioned ;  and  alio  from  this,  that  the  Sabbath 
was  appointed  to  Adam  upon  a  moral  ground,  which' 
obliges  all  his  pofterity  ;  viz.  That  he  might  havfe  free^ 
dom  and  opporEunity  for  the  folemn  worlbip  of  God, 
without  any  divcrfion,  from  worldly  things.  For  A- 
dam,  in  his  heft  eftate^  being  but  a  hnite  creature,  could 
not  be  intenfely  taken  up  with  fpiritual  and  temporal 
things  both  at  once  ;  his  ordinary  eit)ploy«ient  of  dref- 
fing  the  garden,  would  in  fome  meafurc  have  diverted 
his  mind,  th.  t  he  could  not  wholly  give  himfelf  to  dc- 
votionj  and  the  folemn  woifbip  of  his  Maker :  Where- 
fore, 


il^dHtmii^  tit  Mb^Hi^  ofm  MUA:         $| 

fett;  dbd  f^vir  !c  fit  he  (hould  fiave  a  dat  tti  apdn. 
^ber6in*h6  inight  hStve  sth  utiihte^upted  freedom  for  ' 
!t.  NdWy  if  Adam  heeded  a  Snbbath,  for  the  gtoundi 
UbdV^  mentioned ;  much  hiore  do  we  need  one,  who 
ittertidt  tstAfttKtU  erea^Ui^es,  but  corrupt  alfo;  and. 
faai^  fo  fiftle  grace  aiid  fttertgth  foif  fpiritual  employ* 
lnetk,*aiid  fd  itlany  coftu(ytiotfd»  tentatiorts  and  alliire- 
ftieiltsf  i6  draw  btit  heatts  fratn  God  thtoiigh  die  week, 
which  ka  had  n6t. 

Philip  Llti^broch  and  Othet  Ailtifabbatariansi  hati 
ita^^ay  ttf  iiiilWer  this  Argument,  but  by  denyirig  (tich 
ait  eratff  inftitiMatl  of  the  Sabbath,  and  slAerting,  that 
St^tni  iiof  aflpointed  till  Mofes,  his  time,  wheA  the  c6- 
rehibttiestt^efe  itrftitbted.  But  the  cOnttkry  is  evideitt 
fMit  f^etii  lesjts. 

1.  Fi»ltrOefl.  il.  3.  ^here  we  are  t\jld,  before  m'an'ft  ' 
h%  at  any  wbfd  bf  it,  that  *«  Ood  blcffcd  the  feventh 
day,'  aUdTaiiAifled  it,  betaufe  that  in  it  he  had  refted^ 
from  sdl  lus  work."  TNTow,  the  fcnptute  notrOrt  of  fanc« 
affitig  Unf  thfAg,  is  to  ftpztzii  and  fet  it  ipiti  &oni 
tomoibti  ta  facted  Ufe^  and  jpurpofes.  And  fo  it  t^ 
p&irt-  frMf  ttiitf  teit,  ehat  6od  ftoih  the  begihhitr^  of  tfa« 
VirtfAAi  HiAM&iff  and  fet  apart  ohe  Aij  m  feteHi  to  h6 
dbfe^V^  by  dtl  fiiahkind,  a^  a  day  of  faered  teft,  a  dajr 
fotetfifilycdhfectitedt6hisiirot(hipaildferVice:  And  to 
Isty  « titM  tis  €6  6b£etye  it,  ^^  have  God's  example,  of 
fefthftf  Ais^^yftbm  afl  His  wotk,  fet  Before  oar  eyes. 
Aitti  ftelfajf  &od  frbtti  the  beginning  of  the  world  had  a 
diatdi  in  it,  who  wduid  denfainly  join  together  in  pet- 
forming  ptiblle  wbtfhi^  ^nd  fctvice  to  hiitl ;  they  be« 
ho#t!d  to  hate  fet  tltnes  for  it,  and  ccfnfequently  a  Sab- 
baA :-  Artrf  what  day  for  fit  for  that  purpofci  as  the  day 
'  which  Gbd^hath  fttiftiflecf  for  facrerf  tcff  ?  That  this 

was  thfe  atncient  pfrdftice,  ttiary  be  inferred  from  Geh. 
it.  J.  4.  Vhere  we  read  of  Caiti  and  Abel,  thcit  bring- 
in^  offering^  tti  the  Lord,  wM^h  wad  aii  inffarice  of 
h  puMiewotthip.     And,  fet.   J    W  is  fard,  Uptoiiprf 

* '  iim^  they  brotrgM  offerings,  &c.  Mowj  thcfe  words,  Ih 

pr^ifi  of  time,  may  be  as  well  rendered  from  the  He- 
brew, Jftfhe  indffdap   and  fd  it  is  in  the  margin  of 
bibteK.    Kow,  by  fh  tnd  ofdaysy  hhuft  be  meaiit  Ae  pe- 
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riod  tof  iK^^rking  dayK,  which  we  c;iU  a  week;  and  fo  it 
was  ^n  th<:  feventh  day,  when  (olemn  worfhip  was 
(according  to  divine  inftitution)  to  b^  ge]r£ora>i:d|  that 
men  broiugbt  thciir  offerings  to  the  jLord*  That  God^s 
reft  on  this  day  was  exemplary  to  al)  mankind,  appears 
bpxti  bis  taking  fix  feveral  days  to  perform  his  works 
ofuCfeations  and  ,tbe  diftinA  recording  of  each  day^^ 
i»(ork«  andhis  rt^lng  upon  the  feventh  d^y.  '  Certainly 
it.  bad  been  as  eaff  for  an  Almighty  power  to  have 
made  the  world  in  one  day  as  in-  fix.  He  that  faid, 
*^  Lef  there  be  light,  let  there  be  a  firmancrit,"  and  it 
S^asXo^^.fnight,  if  he  had.pleafed,  aflbon  have  faid,X^/ 
if>€re:  hf.AV>Qrl4f  and  it  had  been  fo-  And  why  did  be 
not  ?  Surely  fpr  our  in(lru£tion  and  imitation,  that  we 
in  like  manner  (hould  fan£lify  every  fev^entb  fiby  of  our 
<ime. after  fix  days  labour.  And  thisis  givfti  as  the 
w6$fL  of  the'  fourth  conunandt  *'  Rei^ember,the  Sal>* 
bathtday^lo  keep  it  holy  ;r-rfor  in  fix  daj^.God  made 
healiei]i^tmd  eavfh,''  &c*  •  '    \: 

:*.i.:3h^A»ti*faiibatarians.aTe  much  gravcUf4  with  the 
iipr^ediiefty.  Gen^  ii,  3.  And,  to  evite  the  i^orce  of 
it^-eoi^ary^toall  reafon,  they  would  alle^go  that  the 
hkffio^and  fanflifying  of  the  teii[entb  daj  dudjxqtqQnqi^ 
jDoience  immediglely  U^m^  the  creatio%^  btti(*4^y^  ii^  tlie 
daya  of  Mofesi.  il^ben  the  ppmmand  was  givffi^for  the 
Sa^th,  £xod.  xiu  and  that  Mctff^s  on|y  re^es  this  in 
Gen.  ib.  hy;  way  o£  anticipation*  Butmif  opinioQ.is 
ft^trary  bith  to  the  text  aoA^ftfl^xtj  |pr  it  is  jcvid^iit 
to  eirexy  m»i  thatrferiwfly  jn^s  them,  tbi^  Mc^es,re- 
lates  tne.fan£lificatiw  of  :fhf^  3abba|h,^aa.a  t^i^,d<x^ 
b)&  the Xcitd  immediately  pnjthebaffk  0^  the,i;;WQq»Of 
and  howife.  as  a  thing,  dane  or  .to/be  done  by  him  two 
thotiattd  years  ihereaitfr  :r  For^affoonaji.h^^h^d  &id, 
tltatt  Qodiended  Im  w^rk  Mi  refled  on  tbo  fevouh  day, 
.  he  adds  immediately  in  words  of  the  fame  tenfej,-*^  Thjt 
Cod  bkfled  the  Sabbath  day  and  fandiM  it^'  \  And 
if  we  compare  this  place '«dth  Exg^#  x^i^  i  i  «,  <f  F01;  in 
fix  dayi'the  Lorj  made ^aven  .and  earth,  ^erfea,  and 
all  that  inithem  is,  aiid  refted  the  £^ei|tlBfr,^ay »  w^re- 
fore  the. Lord  bleffed  the  Sabbath  day  an^  haUowed  it*** 
It  is  maiAifefti.  that  th^re  be  bringa  m  God'a  bleipng 

and 


< 
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iand  fanftifying  of  the  Sabbath,  not  as  an  adion  then 
[■  firft  done»  but  as  that  which  God  hath  done  long  be» 

1  foTC,  upon  the  creation  of  the  world. 

2.  That  this  was  done  from  the  beginning,  is  farther 
I  confirmed  from  Exod.  xvi-  16    32.  23.  from  whence 

comrnentators  juftty  obferve,  That  the  fanAification  of 
u  the  Sabbath,  was  a  thing  notour  to  the  IfraeliteSi  before 

H  it  wa»  enjoined  them  by  Mofes  5  otherwlfe  there  ^ould 

W  be  a  ftrange  abruptnefs  in  the  introducing  of  that  mat- 

T  ter.     JFor,  before  ever  there  was  any  mention  of  the 

J  Sabbath,  we  find,  ver.  2^.  that  the  Ifraclitcs  of  their 

i  own  accord,  gathered  two  days  provifion  of  manna  on 

I  the  fixth  day  of  the  week,  reAoning  that  the  gathering 

of  manna  was  a  fervilc  work,  not  proper  on  the  J5ab- 
bath.  But  the  fuleis  taking  notice  of  this  pra£tice  as 
done,  not  ibnly  without,  but  in  appearance  contrary  to 
the  orders  given  them,  they  bring  the  maher  to  Mofcs, 
.  that  they  might  know  his  thoughts  of  it.  Whence  ft 
appears,  that  the  rulers  doubted  if  the  people  had  done 
tight,  feeing  Mofes  had  commanded  that  ^every  man 
(hould  "  gathet  it  according  to  his  eating,  and  lay  up 
none  till  the  next  day,*'  ver.  16.  19.  and  fo  they  might 
apprehend,  that  by  virtue  of  this  order  they  might  l,iw- 
\  felly  gatheif  It  on  the  Sabbath  alfo.     But  not  being  able 

f  to  reconcile  the'feemjng  cla(hipg  of  thefe  ^vi^o  com- 

mands, of  gathering  manna  every  day,  and  rclling  on 
the  fevetith  day,  they  come  to  Mofes  in  a  folemn  man- 
fitTi  for  diredion  in  this  ftraitening  cafe.  Accordingly, 
ver.  "I'l*  Mofes  gives  th^rh  a  refolution,  and  approves 
"what  the  people  had  done,  as  agreeable  to  God's  ancient 
law  concerning  the  Sabbath,  Gen.  ii.  which  now  was 
to  be  renewed  and  confirmed.  •*  To  morrow  is  the 
\  reft  of  Ihe  holy  Sabbath'  unto  the  Lord."     He  faith  not 

to-morrow  (hall  be'the  reft,  but,  to-morrow  is  the  reft  j 
i  fpcaking  of  it  as  a  thing  well  known  to  them.      Now, 

\  if  Mpfcs  had  given  theiii  any  previous  dirc£|ion  about 

the  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  and  gathering  a  double 
pmvifion  of  manna,  what  was  the  need  of  all  the  rulers 
coming  fo  folemnly  to  Mofes  about  this  cafe  ?  For,  it 
i5:faid,  ver.  22.  *•  That  all  the  rulers  of  the  congrcga* 
tion  came  and  told  Mofes.**  From  all  which  it  is  clear, 
.      '  E  ^  that 


that  the  \^^  for  the  S^bbnth  W99  evt^nt^  %ii4  ^^  fft^f? 
vatidn  of  it  in  ufe»  before  either  th^  promulgation  ^ 
'  t^e  moral  law  at  nount  Sinai,,  or  the  giving  of  t^f 
cefemonial  laW|  whic^  was  fo:retime  after w^fqs. 

3.  The  firli  words  of  the  fourth  ^mipa^ndi  **  ](l,(f» 
fnember  to  keep  hplj  the  S^^b^th  d^y^"  plainly  infiii\;ir 
^te  the  renovation  of  ^A  pld'  com.map(}|  ^fid  f)ot  th^ 
f(na€ttng  of  a  new  one.  It  is  highly  probable,  th^t  thf 
c^rvation  of  this  ancient  law  h^d  been  greatly  n«r 
gjleQed  for  many  years  before,  while  the  Ifraelikf  s  w^w 
in  bpi^dage  in  Egypt,  and  obliged  to.  fore  labour  ^ei|f 
day  by  their  tafk-niafters,  and  (o  not  iufFese4  tq  ]((;» 
fhe  Sabbath  a§  before,  ^ereby^  no  ^oiibt,  the  iinprev 
fions  of  the  duty  of  keeping  it,  migi^t  be  n>u/c|^  worn 
off  th^  minds  of  many  \  thoiigh  th?  n^^mory  of  thf 
Sabbath  was  not  quite  loft,  a^  appear?  f^pni  ^%  peppl^ 
^^thering  double  manna  on  th^^.  %th  day  qf  the  V^e<^^ 
without  dtre£):ion.  But,  th^t  they  i^i|>b^  gU^r^  i^^inil 
negle£^ing  or  forgetting  the  law  for  tli^  Sabbath  intim^ 
coming,  the  Lord  renews  the  command  ^it|i  9  fol^imii 
pfemefgfoi,  **  Reipember  to  kef p  holy  tb^c  gabb^thi  4i^jJ^ 
'  4^.  TliQugh  Moifes  m^l^s  no  exptef?.  meptioii^  of  the 
^patriarchs  pbferving  of  the  Sabbath,  i;  is  no  v^pn^CC^ 
in  regard  "he  vffites  the  hiftory  of  fop^^  ihpufe^i?  ^ 
jrears  aft;er  the  creatipn.  in  very  frpaU  bpunjf }  wh^fe^Q 
many  things  relating  to  the  church  in  that  period- r^uft 
certainly  be  pmhted :  for  the  acppunt  which  Mofes  giv0 
of  thofe  early  tiipes,^  i^  only  defigped  for  ^n  in^oduo 
titm  to  hi8  hiRory  of  the  deliverance,  er^^KHIf  M0<1 
polity  tf  the  ns^tion  of  the  Jewa,  God's  pepqU^r  peopidi 
and  the  only  vifible  church  he  then  had  uppn  th^  ^zx^!^ 
Neverthf kis,  we  h^ve  no  reafoq  to.  call  in  quefli|Qti(  thf 
patriarchs  obferyatioin.  of  the  Sabb^^h  froiii  th«  haifn^f 
ning  of  the  world  >  but  good  ground  tp  believe  viic^ 
did  it,  if  we  confidcr  the  eminent  jnety  of  fonp.^  i>f  theni^ 
together  with  their  long  lives,  by  reafon  whereof  i^wj|^ 
very  cafy  to  hariid  down  the  i^i^Huiiop  of  the  $iafat>4^f 
with  others  of  God'$  revelatio^iSa  froro  Adajm^to  Absa* 
ham's  days.  For  Adam's  life  te^pKed  tp  Iyl|ed)u£^eii(x'f 
time  *,  Methufi^lf  m's  life  reached  to  Shem's  ti^e  y  ^n^ 
§htm'8  life  reached  to  Abrahamt     Aed^  bei«|;  lefigu 
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QUfi  ipca*  i^j  would  npt  f^il  tp  tcaK;h  and  recocnmen^ 
Ood'&'ftatutea  to  pne  anqthcr.  Aq4  fqr.  AI>n>ba4R  t)i« 
l^thciT  of  Ul«  faitj^ful,  we  Tca^d  e»prcfsly  of  hUvcom.- 
manding  his  children  to  keep  thefe  (Is^tutes,  Go».  xvlii« 
19*  and,  wtchour  doubl,  he  enjoined  .^hc  k««pirtg  of^the 
$abb<ith. among  tbe  reft«  And>  thougl>  it  bi^rnot  inenr  ^ 
^Qnf»i  ltd  fo  oawy  wordS)  that  i&  no  argument  agaioril 
A?  *Wng«>  foj  we  rwi  not  of  th^  cburi^h'^  oW«m«I 
of  the  Sabbath  all  the  time  of  the  Judge«9  which  w^ 
HCAf  five  hundred  years  i  yet  th«iA  i«  ska  g«Q|in4  tf 
iqi^ios  but  they  kept  it  ali  that  time.  .^ 

c  Sieveral  t^lnga  fni^ht  be  add«4,  whi<;h  make  U  highly 
Qfoi»iib^t>lliat  ^Ke  inftitutiqn  i)f  the  SaWath  w^  band^ 
dowJi.lqr  tfaditu»n  from  Adani  tP  hia  pofterity,thr9<M.g)^ 
•U  the  ^imUk  Wh*t;r^jUon  ejfc  isan  be  gi?^  of AJo^Ji't 
idb&jridr^ithe  novotoli^m  of  (ev6«  dayii  w^«^iiiH 'Cti^ 
m^i  JSftn-  viii,.  lOr  la*.  whe»e  w^  fee  him  fm^e  w4 
ftp;ain  waitj^g  .the  f^  pf  the -w^tcip  by  fe4ire«^», ,  H<|  Qij^ 
l^d  let  thedG^venth  ^  or  Sabbath  be  orev^  beldr^t*  hf 
i^tHOVl  ^e,  n«J((  nneffin^r :  wifely  ie(Mkcmin{«  4^ 
%fm  hiadPuit^^  qbfeiE\^tiQn  of  the  JUord'f  Sabb^>  h# 
«ughl  look  for  thf  moie  a@r^i0^hle  nf  v^s  $q  b^  brought 
hiJJL.. .  ^hat  reafon  djk  ^wsi  b^  &y^  fox  the  Kf^fihfti^ 
.jdividiiiejof. their  time  into  wfek^»  and  their  week^^o^ 
fcveniiMyH  awl  th^r  conftant,  h9Wi»f  the  (0ptfi^py 
iittmbi^:iaif  facire^?  y^^  (^^  Ci^ni^ns.  Alex4n4ftipM# 
trUf,  nO:thoifev!fnth  day  of  the  week  wa&  (iUi<hel^,^ 
csaC^tthfi  Qr4«k9«  AUthi^  cei[tainly  n^  ^om^ffid 
tqk^kWf  hf^^'i$Wi  ffCM  Adaun  and  No^  ihtir  foifr 
Mp^ai^  l^aiid  ii)c^.ieaynf4<  \q  be  Cute,  frcnia  th^  j^w^ii 
^9«9il  lir'hc^fe  dttiito^a  »q4  relip^i  the}(  h%da6wh  roob- 

.,<|Id Afec9«Md[  aigumbiit  foi  ^moRalityt^f  thf  fomith 
potncoapd^dmay  be  .dr4wa fijooi  thf  &/iH%aMon  of  it.  ,  Wi? 
iod^t^ii^scommand  pd^^d  in  th#  miKJft  ^f  jdid^  0tKir 
}figpfB^QS  ibi»fexmoiiaJ  pfecep$  whi<:h  Gqtl  hath  dqliverod 
ftMv^  id^aildt  as  a.pecpetii4.f ul&  oi  ihfit  Hvei«^  And 
%.it-  a^y,  ws^y  prob^hje^  tl\ait  God  votvid  plii$:e  a  qere* 
Iwmiallaw,  of  .tempoiaiy  psecept.  in  the  v^]^  midft  of 
th^ni  liAk^  ir»  Q(^tain,ths^  the  moraifiMc^^^  h^ve  the 
gfcfeep^  to^  thtf  «eiepi<?ft5^J.*Pco)j»ir>yjtIwgi  J  foit  U 
^  as 
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a*$  fare  that  the  fourth  cortiitiand/  or  the'  facred  bbfer- 
vatioi9  of  one  day  tn  feven,  hath  an  tqual  (hare  with 
the  Other  nine,  in  all  the  dignity  and  privileges  of  the 
mora!  law.     For, 

In  the  ijt  place.  This  fourth  command,  as  welt  J» 
the  reft,  was  fpoke  immediately  by  the  voice  of  God,  irt 
the  hearing  of  all  the  people  ;  whereas  the  other  laws, 
ceremonial  or  judicial,  were  only  given  uiito  Mofes, 
rod  by  him  declared  unto  the  people.         '  ^ 

2.  This  command,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  0ec2i"- 
logue,  was  written  by  the  finger  of  God  ;' nay,  twice 
written  by  him  in  tables  of  ftone :   Whereby  the  Lord 

^  intended  to  teach  us  its  fixed  continuance  and  lafting 
'  obligation;  and  that  by' his  Spirit  he  would 'have  thi* 
law  writ  in  the  fleflily  tables  of  his  people*s  hearts,  never 
to  be  obliterated.  But  this  was  not  done  with  the  cc^ 
rcmonial  laws,  which  were  only  delivered  verbally  tb 
Mofeis,  and  written  by  him  from  God's  mouth. 

3.  This  command  was  put  and  refected-  with  the 
reft  of  the  moral  law  in  the  atk ;  whereas  the  law  of 
ceremonial' ordinances  was  placed  in  ?t  book  without  oh 
the  (ide  of  the  ark,  and  which  might  be  feparatcd  fronj 
the  ark.  The  moral  precepts  were  laid  up  within  the 
^rk  of  the  covenant,  as  a  fign  of  their  Excellency  and* 
perpetuity,  and  of  thchr  being  infeparable  from  Chrift 
and  his  covenaiit,  (of  whom  the  ark  was  a  famous 
type)  therefore  faith  Chrift,  Pfal.  xl.  8.  «  Thy  law  is 
within  my  heart :"  But  the  ceremonial  precepts  being 
without  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  was  a  token  they  were 
fcparable  from  it,  and  to  be  abolifticd  by  Jefus  Chrift*, 
when  the  appointed  time  (hould  come.  And,  if  the 
law  of  the  Sabbath  had  been  of  this  nature,  to  be  fure 
it  had  been  placed  on  the  fide  of  the  ark,  vmh  the 
other  ceremonial  laws,  and  not  lodged  within  it,^  toge- 
ther with  the  moral  precepts,  which  were  perpetual 
and  unalterable*  Moreover,  if  fituation  in  the  Deca* 
logue,  among  the  moral  precepts,  which  were  laid  up 
in  the  ark,  be  a  good  argument  for  the  morality  of  the 
ftbond  command,  againft  the  Ripifts,  as  it  it  improven 
againft  them  by  Protcftant  divines,  there  can  be  no 
rcafon,  why  the  fame  argument  fliould  not  be  fully  as 
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III,  A  third  argument  for  the  tnoralky  of  the  fourth 

Gommandy  may  be  this :    The  reafons  and  grounds  of 

this  qonnmand  are»  in  their  nature^  moral  and  perpetual^ 

«  and  ^  forcible  upon  ChriiHans  as  J«ws ;  confequently 

the  cooimand  itfelf  mud  be  rnoral  alfo. 

Thn  f^^ons  included  in  the  |?urth  command  aac 
various.  t.  One  rcafon,  enforcing  the  fanfiificatioa 
of  the  Sabbath^  is  taken  from  the  propriety  of  the  day, 
***  The  fcventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God ;" 
it  is  the  Lord's  day,  and  the  ^'  holy  of  the  Lord/'  Ifa* 
Iviii,  13.  the  day  which  the  L^rd  hath  referved  for  him- 
felf  and  his  ufe,  and  therefore  mud  be  entirely  dedi- 
cated to  him  ;  no  man  may  incroach  upon  this  confe- 
crated  time^  without  the  guilt  of  facrilege.  And  doth 
uot  this  reafon  bind  us  as  much  as  the  Jews  ?  Have  we 
any  power  to  alienate  from  God,  what  is  his' property, 
jpaore  than  they  had  ^ 

^  Another  reafon  is  taken  from  the  equity  and 
xationality  of  this  precept.  God  is  good  and  hbcral  to 
uaj|.  in  giving  us  fix  days  for  our  works :  Wherefore  it 
Ufliighly  reafonable  and  jud,  that  we  ihonld  give  him 
one  day  for  his  worfliap.  It  aggravated  David's  fin^. 
that  he  took  the  poor  man's  darling  ewe-lamb,  when 
h^'bada  whole  flock  of  his  owa :    As  it  did  our  firft 

E cents  fault  in  pulling  the  fruit  of  one  tree  that  God 
4  reiervedt  when  he  gave  them  all  the  red  of  the 
tfe^  ^  their  will  j  fo  it  heightens  our  crime,  if  we  rob 
God  of  his  one  day,  when  he  gives  us  no  lefs  than  fix 
^9  o^rfelves*  Moreover,  it  is  hi|2;hly  reafonable  and  fie, 
jiirhcn;Pur  dying  bodies  have  fix  days  for  their  ncceih- 
ties  andlvoccafions,  th^t  our  immortal  fouls  (hould  have 
ODC  for  their 8«  Now,  doth  not  the  equity  and  judice 
of  tb^  command  aiFefl  and  oblige  us  as  much  as  it 
doth^fhe  Jews? 

,/3«  A  third  reafon  is  taken  from  the  charitablenefii 
of  thialaw^  viz  That  our  bodies  and  cattle  diould 
h^^.a  day  allowed  them  for  red  \  charity  faith,  that 
^iey.  jhould  have  fome  eafe  and  relaxation  from  fore  Ja« 
j^HV,  an4i^o^  ^  wearkd  out  )Arith  continual  toil :  And 
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19  Mk  thi6  a$  needful  now  ii  it  wiid»  of  oM  MMg  fdid 
Jews?  ^  . 

3.  At)6ther  reardh  U  drawn  from  Gdi*t  tx^tAplt, 
which  is  a  tute  to  us :  *<  For  in  fik  days  the  Li^fd  ntauie 
heaven  and  earthi  th«  fea,  and  all  that  in  tbem  bt 
and  rcfted  the  fcventh  day."  rfcre  we  have  a  twofeM 
example,  both  of  Co^'s  ircfting  and  workings  and  they 
are  both  fet  before  ui|  for  our  imitation.  As  Got  em- 
ployed fix  days  in  the  works  of  creation ;  ib  we^are  M 
iT^&ke  ufe  of  fijc  days  in  the  Works  of  our  lawful catfihg; 
And  as  he  eeafed  from  bis  works,  and  reded  on  the 
feVenth  day ;  fo  we  are  beund  to  imitate  him  in  that 
Tt{pt(k  by  quitting  our  weekly  labours,  and  fslnftlf^^ng 
of  the  Sabbath  day.  Now,  can  there  any  rcafon  kS 
given,  why  We  are  not  as  much  bound  to  foUoW  Ood'4 
example,  in  reding  one  day  after  Gx  days  labour,  as  th€ 
Jews  wer^? 

A  fifth  is  taken  from  the  bled  adranUges  of  it vith 
a  bled  day  to  them  that  keep  it.  And>  is  not  God  a» 
able  and  willing  to  blefs  the  Sabbath  to  |is  tiow  at  he 
was  of  old  ?  And,  do  not  we  need  his  bleffiog  as  mudt 
ai  the  jaws?  ' 

Now,  if  thefe  arguments  be  morili  perpetual^  and 
obligatory  to  us,  as  much  as  to  the  Jewsi  theomunai^ 
that  Is  enforced  by  them  mud  be  fo  likewtfe« 

IV.  A  fourth  argument  may  be  taken  from  the  fpe» 
eial  marks  of  honour  and  nefpe£t  that  God  puts  on  lliis 
c(5mmand.  It  is  not  only.engraven  in  tables  of  fiohi^ 
by  the  immediate  finger  o^  Qod,  as  all  the  reft ;  bttt  it 
is  jprivileged  above  them,  in  feveral  refpeAs. 

1.  It  is  plaqed  in  the  fird  table  of  the  law^  and  tfaere^ 
by  preferable  to  thofe  of  the  fecond  table. 

*2.  It  is  fituated  in  the  midd  of  the  Decalogue,  In 
the  clofe  of  the  fird  table,  and  before  the  front  tit  the 
fecond  table;  thereby  teaching  us,  that  theobCervatidif 
of  both  tables  much  depends  on  the  right  keeping  of  thitf 
one  command.  Cod  hath  placed  it  in  the  heart  of  the 
Ten  Commands,  becaufc  the  keeping  of  it  gives  life  to 
the  keeping  of  all  the  red.  The  fandification  of  the 
Sabbath  is  an  epitome  of  all  religion  ^  it  virtually  in* 
cliidei  all  the  commands,  and  drohgly  engages  men  t^ 

keep 


kflp  thim  fill.  H^nce  it  was,  trhea  the  Ifraelitet 
btoke  thr  feiilrth  coffitnandment  hj  gathering  of  mannay 
Ail  die  LdM  that|;«A  them  wiA  breaking  all- the  com^ 
minis,  Sxodv  xfi.  tS.  ^  How  long  refufe  ye  to  keep 
mj  dMimaiidnienirs  and  wiy  laws  f**  Why  ib  ^  Becaufe 
lit  tluic  fiiaktl  no  confcienee  of  keeping  tlie  Sabbath^. 
watndf  much  ftick  to  break  any  of  the  reft* 

3.  Itimtfi  a  feiemn  themmu  prefixed  to  it>  which  the 
taft  ha¥e  ROt  %  God  Ufters  tt  in  with  a  nmen^er^  which 
is  nry  e«il^hatic>  and  id,  a«  if  he  had  faid^  "  Keep  this 
oamimaii  always  in  yo«ir  ttiinds  t  forget  what  you  will^ 
fMtj^t  nut  this."  Ocri  fj^eaks^  as  a  mafter  that  hath 
Unne'fjfiecial  ^Au  Atti^ng  tti^ny  others^  to  recommend 
to  his  fenrant :  Among  all  other  injunAionSf  he  bida 
h&n  fiMKieulttriy  temember  fueh  an  afair ;  thereby 
tatvAug  M  rptoeial  ctmtem  for  it,  more  than  the  reft. 

4.  it  18  delivered  both  pofitireiy  and  negatif^ly :  All 
tbt  reft  olithe  commands  are  delhrered  only  one  ef  th« 
anwsf  but  ^ib  ito  b^h  wajs.  It  is  not  only  faid  pofi< 
tif  dyi  ^  Hemettiber  the  lyabbath  to  keep  it  holy  %  but 
sMb  mgatiwiy,  «  M  it  thoU  {hah  do  no  manner  of 
fwk,*'  *pck 

$«  The  LMt  prtfibth  obedietice  to  this  comtnsndt 
with  tttiwewwffotfe  and  arguments  than  any  of  the  i>eft| 
which  were  M«iinerat^  before.  And  this  he  doth  be- 
caufe  he  4new  the  confcientious  obferving  of  this  com« 
mstod  wottM  Mgage  «rs  va  make  eonfeience  of  all  the 
feft»  Hid  betaufe  he  fotcfaw  wicked  men  would  attack 
it|  attd  reason'  ttgainft  it  ntore  than  any  of  the  reft. 
Now,  is  k  probable  ^at  God  would  A^w  fat?h  a  eon« 
cem  for  a  ceremonial  law,  that  he  would  place  it  in  the 
iniddle  ^f  the  moval  precepts,  ^nd  prefs  h  with  more 
itafons  nnd  arguments  than  any  of  them  f 

15%  He  midces  the-  keeping  of  this  command,  and 
faiKQjf ying  of  4die  ^Sabbath,  one  fpecial  end  of  man's 
cteafticm  vbecaofe  therein  God  is  highly  glorified.  The 
lewifii  TaiiiHind  propounds  the  queftion,  ^  Why  God 
made  man  on  the  efenitig  before  the  Sabbath  i**  and 
gires  this  one  ^eafon,  that  man  might  forthw^ith'entet 
upon  thefcAferratidn  of  the  command  to  keep  tbe  Sab^i 
bathy  «nd  begiA  his  life  with  the  worihi|>^  Qk^dr  which 
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was  the  chief  end  why  It  was  gtven  hSm,  at  if  i}ii6*keep>^ 
ing  the  S4bbath  were  the  gteat  end  of  his  erratum*' 
And  indeed  there  is  folid  reafon  £ov^bis  aSsrtion^  ifvrc 
confider  that,  as  the  end  of  the  Sabbath  <ifltj>  is  to  com* 
memorate  God's  glorious  worics^  atod  celebrate  hi^ 
praifes  for  the  fame,  fo  the  chief  end  aiid  4efigli  of. 
man,  whom  God  hiade  on  the  (ixth  day,  as  hiAlaft.an^ 
xnoft  confttmmate  work  of  ail,  wasy  that  he  might  be 
the  tongue  of  the  whole  creation,  to  tsttmt>et  forth  hi9 
praifes  for  all  the  reft  of  his  works.     And  accordingly^ 

i'uft  oh  the  back  of  his  creation,  he  entered  ^jMstn  the 
:eeping  of  a  Sabbath  for  that  very  end.  Sott-Qfiay  well 
be  (aid,  that  God  made  man  chiefly  for  thise&d>  ^ 
keep  the  Sa))bath  day. 

7.  The;  Lord  entails  many  fpecial  bleffing^  upon  ithe 
keeping  of  this  command,  and  denounces  many;  fad 
threaten!  Ags  againft  the  breaking  of  it.  Read  the  56th 
chapter  of  Ifaiah  throughout,  where  the  Lord,  not  only 
pronounceth  him  blefled  tha^  ke^ps  th^  Sabbath,  biiib 
prothifes  to,/'  give  him  a  place  and  a  name  better,  thaa 
of  fons  and  daughters,"  to  fill  his  heart  with  '^  .fpiritvial 
joy,*'  to  give  him  a  ^*  fplrit  of  prayer,"  and  to  **  ,hear 
his  prayer  ;'*  God  will  both  give  him  ability  to  fcrvc 
him^  and  then  accept  and  reward  his  fervie^-wfaen  it 
is  done.  Alfo  read  Ifa.  Iviii..  14.  Jer.  xvii.r>4,  yrii^e 
bleffings,  both .  fpiritual  and  temporal,  p^oe;,  wealth, 
plenty  and  profperity,  are  pvomifed  to  fudvas  keep  the 
Sabbath.  On  the  other  hand,  how  terrible  are  the 
plagues  he  threatens  againft  a  land  or  people  for  break- 
ing this  command.  Read  Jer.  xvii.  27.  Ezek.  xx^^  2U 
to  26.  '     .      ^' 

.  8.  He  ha^h  feverely  puniihed  finners  for  the  breach 
of  this  commandi  as  if  it  were  the  fum  of  his  whole 
fervice.  He  caufed  ai' man  to  be  put  to  a  cruel  death 
for  ''  gathering  fticks  on  the  Sabbath,"  Numb.  xv. 
The  cSctKC  might  be  thought  fmall,  but  God  looks  on 
the  contempt  of  the  Sabbath  as  an  affront  to  the  Crea- 
tor who  initituted  it,  and  to  whofe  honour  it  was  dedi* 
cate,  and  s^p  incurfion  upon  the  whole  law>  about  which 
God  appointed  the  Sabbath  for  a  hedge.  It  was  the 
ilighting  of*  the  Lord's  Sabbaths  that  caufed  Jeru(alem 

to 
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to  be  bumt  with  -fif ff  Jer.  xirii.  ulU  Many  inftances  of 
iud^ents.  aginnft  Sabbfkth-breakers  might  alfo  be 
bipugbt  itatei  hiymtoii  hiftories. 

V*  A  fifth  argument  may  be  taken  from  the  prophe- 
cies of  the  Old  Tcftatnent  We  find  Ifaiah,  that  cvan- 
^ticai  prophet,  pronouncing  a  bleffing  on  thofe  that 
ftouFd  keep  the  Sabbath,  even  in  evangelical  timej>;,  Ifa. 
hi  I,  2rr**^Thii6  faith  the  Lord,  keep  ye  judgment,  and 
dojuftieet  for  my  falvation  i^  near  to  come,  and  my 
righteottfnks  to  be  revealed.  BleiTdd  is  the  man  that 
^th  thi»,-^^— that  fccepcth  the  Sabbath  from  poUu^ng 
\t^  That  \%  a  plain  prophecy  of  Chrift  j  yet,  in  his 
Aneif  he  dcdiarea  them  blcflcd  who  (hould  keep  the 
Sabbath  ?  Yea,  vcr.  6.  he  puts  "  the  keeping  of  the 
Sabbath''  in  a  manner  for  the  whole  duties  of  the  cove- 
nant. That  this  eviingelical  prophet  is  fpeaking  there 
of  the  NewTeftament  times,  there  is  no  ground  left 
\si  doubt ;  for  he  is  fpeaking  of  the  time  when  the  ftrap* 
f  er  and  eiinuch  (hould  be  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  when 
there  (hoUld  be  fio  diftinclinn  of  perfon^i,  Jews  or  Gen* 
(tiesy  but  both  (hould  be  alike  welcome  to  Go4  and  his 
ordinances:  And  yet,  in  thefe  times,  there  are  many 
bleiRiigs  promifed  to  them  that  (hould^  keep  the  Sab>* 
bath; -which  demonftrates  it  to  be  a  moral  and  perpe«* 
tually  binding  duty. 

VL  Chrift  himfelf  plainly  tells  us,  **  That  he  came 
not  to  deftroy  (or  abrogate  any  part  of)  the  moral  law, 
bat  to  fulfil  it/*  fevercly  threatening  thofe  who  would 
feefc  to  invalidate  the  obligation  of  the  lead  of  thefe 
commands,  Matth.  v.  1 7, 18, 19.  and,  in  confirmation 
hereof,  he  bids  Chriftians  ^^  pray  that  their  flight  might 
not  be  im  the  Sabbath  day,"  Matth.  xxiv.  1  o.  Now,  the 
flight  be  there  fpeaks  of,  was  to  happen  in  Vefpafian's 
time^  about  forty  years  after  that  all  ceremonies  were 
abolifhed,  together  with  the  Jewifli  Sabbath,  as  I 
fhewed  before  \  and  yet  we  fee  Chrift  plainly  enough 
hoRiolagates  the  morality  and  perpetual  obligation  of 
the  law  for  che  Sabbiith,  under  the  New  Tc(tament : 
for  he  ftiH'fuppofes  that  a  Sabbath  would  be  in  being 
and  in  force^  after  all  the  ceremonies  were  aboliihed  i 
V  %  and 


4^  Concerning  the  Morality  of  the  Sabbath. 

contain  tlic  formal  reafon  of  the  commanr?  :  ^  Anrl  m 
neither  of  thefe  is  the  fevenih  day  of  the  week  fpokc 
of;  which  notifies  to  us,  that  the  obfcrvation  of  that 
precife  day  is»Tiot  cfTrntial  to  the  moral  and  (landing 
law  of  the  Sabbath,  but  feparable  from  it.  If  it  be  f-iid^ 
that  the  command  enforceth  the  obfervation  pf  this 
day  from  God's  example  in  refting  upon  it ;  I  anfwer, 
that  a  feventh  day's  reft  after  fix  days  labour,  is  all  the 
conformity  which  the  fourth  comnland,  requires  of  us 
to  the  example  of  God,  /#  e.  any  feventh  day  he  pleafeth 
to  appoint. 

Moreover,  our  natural  reafon  argueth  for  what  is 
above  affcrted  :  For  though  the  Jews,  who  lived  in  the 
land  of  Paleftine,  might  poffibly  have  obferved  the  prc- 
cife  feventh  day  from  the  creation  ;  yet  the  joint  obfer- 
vation of  that  precife  time  was  impoffible  to  all  others 
whom  the  fourth  command  doth  concern,  becaufe  of 
the  difference  of  the  climate  where  they  live,  which 
makes  it  night  to  many  of  t^em>  when  it  was  day  to 
the  Jews.  Again,  the  computation  of  our  time  by 
weeks,  confifting  of  feven  days,  each  of  twenty  four 
hours  length,  was  fo  interrupted  in  the  times  of  Joftua 
and  Hezekiah,  by  the  prodigious  lengthening  out  of 
fome  days,  that  I  cannot  fee  how  the  precife  feventh 
day  cpuld  pofllbly  be  moral,  or  perpetually  binding. 
From  all  which  I  infer,  that  the  change  of  the  day,  by 
inftituting  the  Lotd^s  day,  or  firft  day  Sabbath,  in  the 
room  of  the  feventh  day  Sabbath,  doth  noways  repeal 
or  infringe  the  morality  and  fubftance  of  the  fourth 
commandment. 

Several  proper  queftions  may  be  moved  upon  this 
head.    ' 

^efi,  I.  By  what  authority  came  the  day  for  the 
Sabbath  to  be  changed  ?  Jf?/.  By  the  fame  authority 
that  firft  appointed  the  Sabbath,  I  mean  that  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  true  God,  *«  the  Lord  of  the 
Sabbath,"  and  fovereign  Head  of  his  church. 

There  are  indeed  fome  differences  among  divines 
about  this  matter,y^m^  holding  this  change  to  have  been 
made  immediately  by  Chrift  himfclf ;  others,  that  it  was 
Bnade  by  the  apollles :   But  both  opinions  come  to  one 
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ihingi  a^d  equally  eftablifh  the  divine  authority  of  the 
Lord's  day;  teeing  the  apoftles  were  divinely  infpiredg 
and  infaUibly  guided  by  Chrift's  Spirit,  in  their  eccle*. 
fiaftical  detcrmini^tions,  delivering  nothing  to  be  con« 
ftantly  obferved  in  God's  worihip,  but  virhat  they  had 
the  Lord's  authority  for,  according  to  1  Cor.  xi.  23. 

Athanafius  painly  affirm?,  that  the  change  was  made 
by  the  Lord  himfelf ;  and  indeed  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bablcy  that  during  Chriit's  forty  days  (lay  on  eiirth  af- 
ter his  rerurre6tion,  wherein  he  continued  inftruding 
his  difciples  of  the  things  relating  to  the  gofpel-church, 
**  and  giving  his  commandments  to  his  apoftles/'  AEt^ 
i.  2^  3*  he,  among  other  things,  appointed  this  change, 
leaving  it  upon  his  apofties  to  n^ake  promulgation 
of  it  to  the  world  after  his  afcenGon,  and  efpeciallf 
at  Penticoft,  at  the  extraordinary  effuGon  of  the  Spi- 
rit on  that  day,  whereby  he  publicly  confirmed  this 
charge. 

When  the  ficred  penman  of  the  book  of  the  Afls 
tells  uSf  that  Chrilt  continued  for  fo  many  days  fpace 
^fter  his.rerurre6lion,  to  fpeak  to  his  apoules  *'  of  th? 
things  pertaiuiug  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  /  e,  the  gof- 
pcl  church  i  he  furely  hath  a  fpecial  refp^dl  to  the  in- 
ltru£lions  he  gave  them  concerning  the  ordinances  and 
Inftitutio^s  of  the  Chnilian  church.  Aud  as  he  in* 
ftru£led  them  how  they  (hould  change  the  carnal  facri- 
fices  of  beads  into  the  fpiritual  facridces  of  prayer  and 
praife,  the  facrament  of  circumfion'into  that  of  bap- 
tifm,  and  the  facrament  of  the  paiTover  into  that  of 
the  Lord's  fupper ;  fo  likewifc  he  inllrudled  them  ho^ 
to  change  the  feventh-day  Sabbath,  into  that  of  the 
Lord's  day.  All  the  primitive  fathers  are  very  poii- 
tive  concerning  the  divine  authority  of  this  change* 
Ignatius,  who  lived  in  the  firft  century,  faith  (in  his 
Epift.)  concerning  the  Lords  day,  *  Omnis  Chrilli  ama- 

*  tor  dominicum  cclebrat  diem,  reginam  et  principem 
'  dierum  omnium.'    Auguft.  Serm.  151  de  tempore^  faith, 

*  Dominicum  diem  apolioii  religiofa  folemnitate  haben-i. 
'  dum,  fanxerunt,  quia,  in  eodem  Redemptor  noiler 

*  a  Riortuis  rcfurrexcrit,  quique  ideo  Dominicus  appeU 
'  latur.' 


48.       CehtmihiftbtMmfUtfi>f^SU^tA^ 

^uefl  2.  tf  it  be  aflced,  WW  w^s  the  nettffie)*  oif 
this  change  ?  I  anfwer  it  was  ne^eflavyt 

1.  To  manifeft  Chrift^6  glory  and  ekiuality  with  Hte 
Father;  for  Chrift  faith>  "  That  niei^fhall  honour  th<» 
Son,  as  they  honour  the  Father/*  John  t.  43.  Whcre- 
fore»  as  they  honoured  the  Father  with  a  Sabbath,  opoti 
account  of  his  reft  from  creatioh ;  fo  it  was  fit  mcj 
ihould  honour  the  Son  with  a  Sabbath,  upon  acccmkit 
of  his  reft  from  redeinptioht  which  was  a  far  morfe 
glorious  work :  And,  therefore,  in  bdtioiir  of  the  So^) 
the  Chriftian  Sabbath  is,  by  the  S^rit  of  God)  eaUed 
the  Lord's  day. 

2.  iThe  change  of  the  dly  M^  neeeflary  td  mahifeft 
Chrift's  headQiip  evet  his  church,  aiid  that  he  %  the 
fcvereign  Lord  bver  his  own  houfc,  Worihip  and  dtdi* 
nianees ;  andj  pafticuhrly,  that  he  is  "  Lord  df  thfe 
Sabbath^**  which  title  he  had  aflumtd  before  in  Mitk 
ii.  28.  And  accordingly  he  would  have  this  convih* 
cingly  difplayed  to  the  world,  by  {hewing  that  he  is 
^ble  to  change  the  day  of  his  folemn  worihip. 

^.  Sinoe  h^  hath  rhought  fit  to  appoint  a  new  maat 
ner  of  his  wor(htp,  it  was  ifneet  to  appoint  a  new  tiimie 
of  it  alfo.  .  The  Levitical  fervice  and  ceremonial  wtet* 
fliip  of  the  Sabbath  day  being  changed,  it  was  proper 
the  day  of  the  Sabbath  (hould  be  changed  alfo,  to  ftiew 
the  more  clearly  the  expiration  of  that  worfhip,  and  tb 
induce  the  Jews  the  more  eafily  to  lay  it  afide,  and  kee^ 
Chriftians  th^  more  fr<>m  judaizing* 

4.  There  were  fome  things  in  the  obfervation  of  the 
feventh  day -Sabbath  peculiar  to  the  Ifraelites,  that  be* 
longed  properly  to  that  nation^  and  not  to  others  :  As^ 
1.  God  dtfigned  it  to  be  a  fignai  or  mark  fordiftin^ 
guifhing  that  people  from  the  reft  of  thfe  uorld ;  there* 
fore  he  calls  the  keeping  of  this  day,  "  ^  fign  betwixt 
him  and  the  children  of  Ifrael,  throughout  their  gene* 
rations,"  Exod.  xxxi.  13.  17/  1.  e.  a  fign  they  were 
God's  covenanted  people,  a  nation  thatftood  in  a  pecu*- 
liar  relation  to  God,  above  all  others  in  the  world. 
But,  this  relation  coming  at  length  to  be  altei^,  it  was 
Bt  the  fign  Oiould  be  alio  changed.  2.  When  God  re* 
vived  the  inftitutipn  of  the  Sabbath  to  the  Jewifc  na- 
tion, 


tkn/ifac'  enjoined  them  to  keep  k  m  menEiorf  of  their 
delivenmte  from  EgypV  as  vnk  as  the  cieation  of  the 
.  woMi^fcfrkis ^rerydbfervabVe  in  De&t.  v.  when  Mo&s 
<Gidled  ithe  IfraeKtes  logcther  in  a  Metnn  manner^  lo 
put  them  in  mind  of  tlYc  oovenant  God  had  made  wMi 
tkem  in  Horefa)  ke  lepeats  the  Ten  Commandoieiits  to 
>thein :  iSwt,.  in  repeating  of  the  fourth^  he  leaver  out 
the  nrgumem  for  keeping  die  Sabbath,  taken  from  Goc^s 
creating  of  the  world  in  (ixdays,  andTeftingtfaefevenrii; 
and^  in  dhe  Toonr  of  ^rt,  ipttts  m  their  rbiraeiilous  ideliver- 
mvoe  from  Egypt :  i>'or^  in  the  ti&kjof  tbe  fourth  oom*- 
nttand,  be  fays^-.J^nt.'v.  <5..  ^'  fi^member  that  tbott 
ivaeft  A  iersanty  in  rdic  land  of  E^gfpty  and  the  Locd  thy 
God  brought  thee  out  thence,  through  a  mighty  hand» 
end  by  a  ArelchedH6iit'ann;  therefore  the  Lord  thy 
<Sod  loomttMNBded  lliee  to  keep  the  Siibbaiii  day.**  And 
lience  fooEie  tbtnk,  that  it  was  not  precifdly  the  leven^ 
day  from  the  creation  that  was  appointed  for  the  Jewtih 
Sanbath,  biit  ^he  fer^th  day  from  their  deiiverance 
from  Egypt.  L^Uj^  This  day  was  alfo  appointed  theny^ 
.for  to  call  totmnd  their  wondeiftil  deliverance  at  the 
fitfod'ieai  which  federal  kamed  writers  are  of  opinion^ 
was  wrought  for  them  eci  the  -inorjiiog  of  the  Jewifli 
Sabbath,  and  feeHis  very  {)rdbai3le  from  £xod.  xij»  15. 
16.' 174  uid  hefifce  they  are  enjoined  to  reft,  and  ceafe 
ffom  liieir  labonr  on  this  day,  in  rememberance  of  their 
%eing.  mfiraCUlcuAy  refemed  on  it  from  Egypt,  and  of 
their  reftang  from  the  cruel  bondage  -Aiereof .  From  all 
which  it  appears,  that  dicce  was  fomethfog  in  this  com- 
mandment peculiar  to  the  |ewi(h  nation,  and  which 
'beionjged  not  t6  othcvs.  Ami  whence  i  may  well  infer^ 
tiiat  if  the  deliverance  by  Mofes,  from  Egypt  and  the 
Red  fea;  was  a  good  reafon  for  the  Sabhath  of  the  Jews^ 
fmely  the  eternal  redempuon  by  Chrift,  from  fin  and 
hell^  b  a  much  ftconger  and  hetter  reafon  for  the  Sab- 
i>ath  of  tihe  Chrifliana, 

5.  In  the  command  for  the  feventh  day  Sabbath, 
there  were  fome  things  typical  and  myftical,  peculiar  to 
the  (^d  Teftam<;nt  times,  and  which  were  to  be  ful- 
filled in  the  Mefliab  and  gofpel?  times;  and  therefore  to 
be  aboliflied.      1.  TheicTenth  day  Sabbath  reprefent- 
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ed  Chrifty  who  is  the  only  reft,  cefitre,  and  bukiUddoa 
bf  our  foals  $  therefore  the.  apdftie  tells  os,  Cbt.ji.  17. 
That  the  Sabbath  "  was  a  ftiadow  of  things  to  come, . 
but  the  body  is  of  Chrift,"  u  e.  He  is  the  fubftance 
which  this  Oiadow  or  type  reprefented. 

2.  It  (igniBed  the  great  Sabbath  t>f  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  or  the  happy  times  of  the  gofpel,  wherein  the 
faithful  were  to  reft  from  the  ferviie  rites  and  bardenji 
fomc  ccrchionies  of  the  law. 

3.  The  feventh  day  Sabbath  being  a  ^*  ihadow  of 
things  to  come/*  typified  the  believer's  reft  and  deliver- 
ance i)y  Jefus  Chrift  from,  the 'bondage,  of  fin,  aiid  be- 
ing brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children 
of  God. 

4..  The  Jewifh  Sabbath,  with  its  ceremonial  and 
typical  worflbtp  under  the  law,  ihadowed  forth  the 
Chriftian  Sabbath,  with  its  pure  and  fpiiitual  worfhip 
under  the  gofpe)^  and  fo  is  expired. 

5.  The  reft  of  the  feventh  day  Sabbath  was  a  type 
and  (hadow  of  Chrift's  refting  upon  that  day  in  the 
gravr,  and  therefoi^e  could  not  be  Continued  after  his 
refarre£^ion,  more  than  any  of  the  other  types  fulfilled 
in  Chrill.  Our  Saviour,  by  chbofmg  to  ly  buried 
throughout  this  day  in  the  grave,  did  thereby  bury  the 
Jewilh.  feventh  day  Sabbath  with  the  reft  of  their  types 
and  fliadov^s.  Hence  itt  is  that  the  apoftle  Paul,  Col* 
ii.  16.  17.  doth  ezprelsly  nuiAber  the  Sabbath  among 

,thc  Old  Teftament  (hadows,  tlat  ceafcd  upon  their  be- 
ing aecompliihed  in  Chrift  the  fubftance  iind  Antitype, 
who  came  in  place  of  all  th^  legal  (hadows.  Now^  it 
being  evident  from  the  fore(aid  text,  that  the  Jewiih 
Sabbath  was  abrogated  by  Cbrift's  death  and  refurrec- 
tion ;  it  is  necefTary  to  believe'  that  either  Chrift^  by 
himfelf  or  his  apoftles,  did  appoint  another  day  m  lieu 
thereof^  for  the  {iolemn  worChip  of  God  5  otherwife  the 
ftate  of  the  Chriftian  church  under  the  New  Teftament 
would  be  far  worfe  than  that  of  the  Jew^  'under  the 
Old,  which  is  abfurd. 

6.  The  two  ages  before  and  after  Chrift,  are  reckon- 
ed as  two  diverfe  worlds,  Heb.  ii.5.  wherefore  as,  when 
the  firft  world  was  made  by  creationi  there  was  a  day 
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fct  apar-t  in  memory  thereof  ^  fo,  when  t^e  world*  was 
renewed  by  redemption,  it.  waa  fit  there  (hould  be  a 
day  Jccpr  in  honour  and. memory  of  that  great  work: 
For,  if  the  pcfir^ing  ihe  work  of  the  firft  creation  de- 
ferved-to  hapve  a  day  fet  apart  for  celebr^uing  the  power 
and  glory  of  tbr  Author,  .much  more  doth  the  fin i thing 
the  new  creation^-  or.  reiloration  of  the  worl<i,  defervc 
a  day  to  be  confeeratcd  for  the  com  vemoratingofthat, 
in  regard  the  glorious  attributes  of  God  do  ihin?  far 
more.briglitiy  in  this  than  in  tl\e  other. 

^lej.  IIL  If  it  be  aik-d,  Why  wa?  the  Sabbath 
changed  tti  tlie  firitrday  ot  the  week  ? 

I  Anfwer,  For  many  reafotis^ 

L  The  great  reifon  given  for  obfenring  the  la(l  day 
of  the  week,  doth  plca^  more  ftrongly  now  for  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  firit  day  of  the  wtck  The  reafon  for 
obferving  the  feventh  day  was,  becaufe  the  Lord  retted 
that  day  ff  om  the  grea^  work  he  had  made^  viz.  of  crea- 
tion, which  o»ightto  be  remenibcredwitbithankfulneli 
and  praifc*  Now,  wbca.  God  gave  the  ten  command- 
ment^^y  the^e  ,^as  no^r^ate^  work  in  the  world  than 
the  creation  4  and  thejrefore  it;  wa»  ^t  that  the  day  of 
God's  reft  from  his  greateii  work  Ihouid  be  the  Sab- 
hath,  or  day  of  reft  to  the' world.  D.uN  ibould  God 
thereafter  work  a  greater  work  than  creating  heaven 
and  earth}  then,  bypai:ity  of  reafon^  and  ever,^  by  vir- 
tue ^i  the  fourth  commandraenr^  the  day  of  .God'$  reQ: 
from  that,  ihouid  be  the  Sabbath  of  the.  world*  I^pw^ 
the  wprk  of  redemption,  which  the  Lord  perfei(f!i:ed|  and 
Tefted  from  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  |s  far  greater 
than  ^  wprk*  of  creation  ;  it  .doth  ev^n  ecjipfi?  and 
fwallow  it  |ip^  aa.the  te^iple  did  the  taberMcje  :  It  is 
far  mpre  valued  and  efteemed  by  God  the  Author,  an4 
ought  to  be  fax  xfiore  regarde4  ^nd  remembered  by  us 
4)n  many  accoij^nts* 

1 .  In  regard,  that  in  the  world's  redemption  there 
is  a  far  more  glorious  difplay  of  the  divine  attributes, 
God's  power,  wifdoai,  juftice,  goodnefs,  ^c  than  i^ 
the  wor^fd's  creation. 

2.  It  i&  muc}i  more  for  our  benefit  and  comfort  than 
(he  work  9f  i^reation }  we  could  hav^:  had  no  comfort 
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in  this  witlicMit  the  other  ;  for  the  wlible'e^atibrv  gtosm* 
cd  under  the  binrden  of  fiir,  and,  by  rcafon  thereof,  aH 
the  creatures  were  at  enmity  with  us.  Without  re^ 
demptton  what  pleafure  can  we  take  in  our  creation, 
fince  by  it  we  are  made  capable  only  of  CTcrlafting 
mifery  atkl  diftriiftion  ?  Alas  \  there  are  no  comforts 
in  being  creatures,  if  we  be  not  made  new  ereatnres  \ 
and  there  is  no  doing  of  that,  but  by  tins  new  and  glo- 
rious method. 

3.  In  regard  the  fecond  creation  was  a  work  of  far 
greater  difficulty  and  eipence  than  the  firft.  The  firft 
was  finilhcd  by  the  word  of  his  mouth,  but  die  fecond 
could  not  be  perfefted  but  by  the  blood  and  de^ith  of 
bis  dear  Son  :  The  firft  was  finifiied  in  fix  days ;  but  it 
tjoft  the  Son  of  God  above  thirty  three  years  painftrf 
travail  and  fufFering  in  the  world,  to  effec):\|Kite  the'  fe- 
cond. In  the  firft  there  was  no  Oppofitbn  ;  for,  fince  ' 
the  world  was  made  out  of  nothing,  there  was  nothing 
to  make  rcfiftance  to  the  Creator :  But  in  the  fecond 
creation,  or  redemption  of  the  world,  therc^was  a  for* 
ntidabie  oppofirion  made  by  jfuftice,  men,  and  devils. 
It  was  wonderful  for  the  gloridus  fabric  of  heaven  aind 
earth  to  be  made  out  of  nothing  ;  but  much  more  for 
the  Maker  of  all  things  tb  be  made  of  a  woman,  Jefus 
Chrift  to  be  born  of  his  own  creature.'  In  the  'firft 
creation  God  made  us  like  hiit»fellf ;  but-heve  the  Lord 
2nakes  himfelf  like  us.  The  glorious  Creator  is^  made 
a  creature,  yea,  made  fin,  made  a  curfe,  to  fave  inan, 
his  finful  creature,  from  the  curfe.  We  may  ind;eed 
fay,  *<  We  arc  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  ;*'  but 
rnuch  more  are  we  fearfully  and  wonderfully  redeemed. 
Creation  was  the  work  of  God's*  fingers,  Pfil.  viii  j. 
but  redem|)tiort  the  wdrk  of  his  arnt,  Luke,  i,  f^i.  We 
ufe  the  ftrexigth  of  the  arm,  to  effcduate  wl^at  the  fiir- 
gers  cannot  do.  So  that  we  fee  it  is  a  far  greater  work 
and  miracle  to  bting  6s  back  from  hell,  than  to  bring 
us  from  nothing  \  to  make  us  famts,  than  to  make  us 
men  and  women*  Well  then,  if  God's  refling  from 
bis  work  of  creation  on  the  feventh  day,  determined 
tnankind  to  keep  this  day  for  a  Sabbath  in  a  thankful 
remembrance  thcireofi  Jiiuch  more  (houid  God  incar- 
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Bate^  rsrtfiiifr  f^  new  world  at  a  &r  greater  cKarge,  and 
reftmg  from  Jftk  tabcur  of  tove  on  the  fitft  day  of  the 
week,^  determine  ua  to  obfcrve  that  d'ay  for  a  SaDbath*, 
in  an  adoring  remembranice  of  his  inthritc  glory  and 
goodnefs  dlfplay^  in  this  ftupendou^  work. 

4.  The  Lord  htmfclf  delights  and  rejoices  nrruch 
mere  in  the  new  creation,  than  in  the  aid»  hia  p;lory 
being  more  confpicuous  by  the  one  than  by  the  other ; 
and  that  which  is  efteemed  and  preferred  by  him,  ou-ght 
to  be  fo  by  ns.  The  Lord  indeed  took  pl^afure  in  tlie 
fCriew  of  his  works  in  the  firft  creation,  when  he  at 
firft  refted  from  the  feme  :  Bat  theft  being  afterwards 
ail  corrupted  and  deformed  hj  fin,  his  complacency  ' 
therein  was  exceedthgly  drmtniihed.  Hence,  Gen.  vi. 
it  ts  faid,  **  It  repented  him  he  had  •  made  man  :** 
Wherefore  it  war  proper  and  neceffary  to  transfer  the 
Sabbath  io  the.  day  of  the  world*8^new  ci;eation  or  re- 
fioration,  eflfefted  and  completed  bf  the  refurredion  of 
Jefns  Chrift  the  world's  Redeentcr,  in  which  day  the 
Lord  refted  from  thcfe  hia  more  glorious  works,  de* 
Hghting  himfetf  in  the  rericw  tlifcreof  with  an  everlaft- 
ifflg  complacency. 

Lajifyt  To-  confirm  what  is  faicl,  let  it  be  obferved, 
diat  God  fa  far  preferred  the  work  of  redemption  to 
that  of  creation,  that  he  changed  the  be^nning  of  the 
year  (aa  I>  Lightfoot  remarks  on  Exod  xiii.)  from  the 
time  of  the  world*s  creation,  to  the  time  of  the  pailaver, 
and  the  Ifraelites  deliverance  from  Egypt  by  MofcB,  as 
being  an  eminent  type  of  our  redemption  from  fin  and 
heil  by  Jefus  Chrift,'  We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that, 
Irom  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  year  began  in 
September,  «» the  time  of  the  autumnal  Equinox ;  for 
we  find  th^  fruits  were  on  the  trees  at  the  creation. 
Gen.  i.  12.  But  when  God  tnftituted  the  fit  ft  paflbver, 
*  which  immediately  nfhcred  in  the  IfraeHtes  delirer- 
ancc  from  Egypt  which  was  in  March,  at  the  vernal 
Equinox ;  he  changed  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
ordered  it  to  commencefrom  that  time,  Exod.  ril..  2. 
•*  This  month  fhall  be  unto  you  the  beginning  of  months, 
it  ftmil  be  the  firft  month  of  the  year  to  you."  Now, 
if  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  changed  upon  the  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  type,  a  day  might  well  be  changed  opot> 
the  account  of  the  antitype.  If  the  month  of  the  figu* 
rative  rtdenription  was  fo  remarkabley  that  the  nionth 
of  the  world's  creation  muft  give  place  to  it ;  then  iure- 
ly  the  fubftance  »tfelf,  when  it  appeared,  mijght  well 
be  the  caufe  ot  the  change  of  a  day,  and.  the  feventh 
day  of  the  creation  give  place  to  the  fir  ft  day  of  the 
finifhing  of  our  redemption* 

11.  Since  there,  was  a  neceflity  of  changing  the  Sab- 
bath from  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  as  is  alrea47 
proveh ;  it  could  be  into  no  other  day  fo  fitly  as   the 
»  firft  day  of  the  week,  on  feveral  accounts* 

1.  Becaufe  of  its  anfwering  the  intent  of  the  cop>- 
mand  better  than  another  day  :  For  if  the  Sabbath 
had  been  changed  into  the  fecond»  thirds  fourth^  or  any 
other  day  of  the  week  than  the  firft,  the  morality  qi 
the  fourth  command  had  been  infringed :  For  fo  God 
would  not  liave  had  one  day,  and  man  fix  working 
days  together  of  one  and  the  fame  week ;  as  the  coni- 
mand  requires.  But  now  it  holds  in  a  conftant.courfea 
God  hath  his  one  day,  and  we  our  fix  together  in  one 
and  the  fame  week;  as  it  was  frocn  the  beginning. 
And,  by  this  wife  alteration,  there  was  never  a  week 
without  a  Sabbath,  and  never  a  week  had  two  Sabr 
baths-  For  as  the  week  epded  with  the  Jews  Sabbatl^ 
fo.  the  next  week  began  with  the  Chriltian  Sabbath  ^ 
which  could  not  have  been^  if  any  other  fpventh  day 
had  been  chofen. 

a.  Since  there  behoved  to  be  a  change,  it  was  very 
agreeable  to  re^fon  to  begin  the  week  with  God,  and 
that  our  Creator  and  Benefactor  (hould  be  firft  fei^vec^ 
and  have  his  portion  of  the  week  afliigned  to  him  iiji 
the  firft  place,  that  his  worfhip  might  have  the  pre- 
ference to  our  labour  ^  and  alfo,  that  our  cpnfecrating 
the  firft  fruits  of  the  week  to  Gods  might  in  a  mapn<^ 
fandify  the  whole,  obtain  bis  bleifing  on  the  week's 
labour,  and  ^lake  ^11  our  works  therein  tlic  more  ac- 
ceptable to  him. 

3.  The  firft  day  of  the  week  is  the  fittcft  for  keep- 
,ing  up  the  memory  both  of  the  firft  ^nd  fecond  cre;^- 
tion  of  the  world."     For  it  being  a  day  of  reft  always 
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rucceeding  our  fix' days  laboar,  puts  us  in  mind  of 
God's  iinifhing  the  works  of  creation  in  fix  days  fpace» 
and  refting  the  feventh*  And  cfpeciaHyy  it  being  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  ferves  to  mind  us  of  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  world,  and  of  its  firft  creation ;  feeing  it 
was  on  this  day  that  God  began  his  glorious  work»  fay* 
ing,  '^  Let  there  be  light.''  fiut  in  a  fpccial  manner^ 
this  day  ferves  to  perpetuate  the  memorial  of  this  great- 
er bleffing  of  the  world's  new  creation  or  redemption 
by  Jefus  Chrift ;  fince  on  it  he  finilhed  this  work  by  his 
reCurrediod.  It  was  on  this  day  that  not  only  that 
temporal  and  periibing  light  did  firft  (bine  at  the  firft 
creation  ;■  »  but  alfo  that  eternal  and  heavenly  light 
brake  out  in  a  meridian  fplendor,  the  Sun  of  righteouf- 
nefs  arofe  from  a  dark  grave,  and  (hined  on  a  dark 
world,  and  brought  light,  life,  peace,  healing,  and  alt 
mercies  under  his  wings* 

4*  It  is  the  fitttft  day  for  celebrating  the  honour 
and  memory  of  all  the  perfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity  s 
For  though  Jefus  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trini- 
ty, be  honoured  by  this  day  in  a  peculiar  manner,  upon 
account  of  his  glorious  reft  this  day  from  the  work  of 
redemption;  yet  the  Father  and  Holy  Ghoft  are  this 
day  remaikably  honoured  alfo.  The  Father  did  not  only  ^ 
begin  this  day  to  create  but  he  was  the  glorious  contri- 
ver of  our  happinefs,  and  fent  his  Son  to  carry  on  that 
bieffed  work  of  redemption,  which  was  this  day  happi- 
ly completed.  Alfo  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  honoured  by  pb- 
ferving  this  day,  fince  he  glorioufly  defcended  at  Pen- 
tccoft  on  this  day  for  fitting  and  furniOiing  the  apoftles 
for  the  work  of  the  gofpel :  and  he  is  the  blefled  Ap- 
plicr  of  the  redemption  finiftied  this  day  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  is  in  a  more  efpecial  manner  at  work  this  day,  in 
making  faving  application  of  it  unto  elc£l  fouls,  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel. 

III.  The  Sabbath  is  changed  to  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  becaufe  it  is  the  moft  honourable  and  glorious 
day  to  Chrift  and  his  church,  that  ever  dawned  upon 
the  world :  The  moft  honourable  day  to  our  Redeemer, 
and  the  moft  joyful  to  the  redeemed ;  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  kept  in  perpetual  remembrance. 

Hence 
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Htnoe^  by  the  ipnk  of  God^  and  lever  £nce  CSuift^f 
i'duq[re£t:k)n^  upon  tdne  iky,  it  as  cirlled  tbc  LordV-^^, 
it  being  ilhe  mcft  glniiottss  ilay  eyer  -he  had.  It  #ai5  ia 
fiffi  enui^nt  manner  bis  bktshday^  for  in  it  he  was  bdm 
frofm  the  dead :  tn  it  God  folemnly  oanroed  ..Ixini  to  be 
Im  only  begotten  Son;  iience  iSiaut  word  m  FJal.  n. 
^  Th4>tt  artfviy  Son,  thia  day /I  havebcgattexwthee/^  is 
sppired  to  the  day  ai  his  Tcfunredlto^  A&s  xiii.  aj* 
^  He  was  thie  day  jdeciarcd  to  be  the  Son  of  God  vitk 
fower,*'  Rooi*  fl.  4.  tFcMT,  :at  his  arifing,  he  made  the 
earth  to  ihake,  «}ie  graves  <to  opeo,  the  &,ovxs.to >teik  Sif 
H9%vjy  the  dead  to  rtfe  and  jappear^  thefojidiers  to  trenrUe 
dnd  flee,  as»d  both  faSnts  and  angels  to  jcome  ardatteod 
h\m.  And  was  not  this  a  triumpdaaint  day  to  him  i  T^a, 
j&a  this  day  iie  conquered  ^e  gravre,  death  and  htil,  aadi 
Ibewed  himSelf  to  be  the  Captam  of  our  ifXvmon^  (li- 
umphing  over  his  and  our  eaemies.  His  birth  laod 
death  did  fflieyr  him  to  be  trueiy  nian^  but  his  xeifurrfc- 
tio47  ^id  manifeft  him  to  be  triaely  God,  aod  th;e  great 
S,edeemer  of  the  world.  Hereby  he  gave  full  proef^ 
that'h/^  had  completely  fintfhed  the  work  of  our  vedettp- 
tion,  paid  the  ekift's  debt,  fatisfied  diTiqe  juftice,  cancel*' 
led  Gtur  bond  and  obtained  an  ample  difcharge,  finoe  he^ 
as  oar  great  Cautioner,  was  now  let  out  of  prtfon*  Was 
fiot  this  then  a  joyfi^  day,  a  day  to  be  bad  in  everialUng 
femecEvbrance  *?  The  day  our  Jonas  came  fafe^Kit  of  the 
^hsile's  belly  i  the  day  oux.  Ssanfon  carried  away  the  gates 
•of  Gaza.  Now  it  wa€  that  death  loft  its  ftiog  ;  now  the 
frrave  and  hell  loft  their  purchafe ;  now  the  fluent's 
head  was  bruifod  ^  now  were  they  all  fwallowed  up  in 
Ti6tory  ;  now  it  was  that  oi;^r  glorious  Redeemer  fefted 
from  all  the  wofks  of  fuifering  and  redenfption,  and  re- 
joiced in  the  reTiew  thereof,  with  in&iite  complaGency. 
And  ought  not  we,  who  are  fo  jnucfa  concerned,  cbear^ 
fully  to  reft  this  d&y  with  Chrift,  in  a  thanikf iri  reniecn^ 
i>rai>ce  of  all  he  hath  done  >         . 

IV.  This  day  was  ptophefied  of  long  before}  Pfal. 
cxviii.  24.  ^  This  is  the  day,whioh  the  IfOrdhath  madCf 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it."  The  current  of  cx- 
poiitors. under ftand  this  .day  of  our  Chriftian  Sabbath^ 
and  of  Chxift's  refttrredian  thereon  9  for  here  plainly 

there 


«/*  Ag  £ord*j  Hay.  jff 

Aere  is  a  prophecy  of  Chrift,  ancf  of  a  remarkable  day 
whereat  tne  world  (hbuld  woiider,  and  the  church  re^ 
joke.  ^  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made^'* 
f .  <.  of  which  God  is  author.  ^  He  made  it,  not  by  crea« 
rion  only',  as  he  made  all  days ;  bat  by  confecration,  de- 
igning and  appointing  it  for  a  peculiar  end,  even  for 
that  ftrjftige  and  wonderful  work  of-  Chrift's  rcfarrcili- 
on  from  the  grave,  when  he  obtained  his  glorious  Yi£to- 
ry,  and  our  gracious  deliverance  from  hell  and  deftruc- 
tion.  ■  Again,  he  made  it,  t .  e,  (as  the  word  from  the 
original  may  be  rendered)  exalted  it.  This  is  the. day 
which  the  Lord  hath  honoured  aiid  exalted  above  its 
feUdwft.  above  the'  feventh,  or  any  other  day  of  the 
y»tA,  oecaufe  of  the  incomparable  work  of  this  day. 
That  the  day  prophefied  of  in  that  place  is  fome  re- 
markable day  of  the  Mefliah,  is  very  clear,  if  we  con* 
tider  the  context,  and  the  two  preceding  verfes  of  this 

there 

the 
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f^ribed  and  phsrrifees,'  the  pretended  builders)  became 
**  the  head  of  the  eortier  :**  Now  what  day  wars  this,  but 
his  •«  MforreQiofl-day  ?"  in  which  God,  byraifing  him 
from  the  d^d,  giortduily  exalted  him  above  all  his  ene« 
Jtiitis,  tolled  away  his  reproach,  made  him  ^*  Head  of  the 
comer,''  sind  Head  of  the  church,  by  openly  declaring 
hirh,  tabc  his  •'  Son  with  power,"  and  that  to  the  tetrot 
ahd  cofffttfion-of  all  his  enemies^  and  th<e  joy  and  glad- 
ncfs  of  alt  hid  firiekids.  And  to  put  it  beyond  doubt, 
that  thiis  is  th^  me&iling  of  the  place,  fee  it  particularly 
ap^ied  by  Peter,  before  the  Jewifti  Sanhedrim,  A£l» 
iv.  II,  11,  *'  Bfe  itknown  to  you,  that  this  Jefus  Chrift 
whom  ye  crucified,  God  hath  raifed  from  the  dead :" 
And  therefore  he  fubjoirts,  verfe  i  i.  •*  This  is  the  ftonc 
Which  was  fet  at-h^ught  of  you  builders,  which  is  be« 
conie  the  head  of  the  corner /'  Now;  this  being  ijich  a 
memorable  day,  the  pfalmift's  diredion  isi  that  all  Chrif* 
tianti  (hould  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it ;  which  itideed  is 
a  moil  proper  duity  on  our  Chriftian  Sabbath.     .. 

Agfain.  we  have  another  prophecy  concerning  this  day, 
In  Ifa.  *  xi.  10.  ^<  And  in  that  day  there  fhidl  be  a  root 
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of  Jcfly,  which  (hall  ftaitd  fcr.an  enfign  off  Ats.pcoplc  ; 
to  it  {hall  the  Gentiles  f««k,  ami  bis  reft<  fliaU.be  glori** 
ous."  Now,  what  was  that  fpecial  <Jay^  <wher£in  Cbrift 
was  raifed  and  ex-alted  for  an  enfijtrni  tOtintilft  s^4  enr 
gage  the  nations  to  flee  to  him  a$  their  Rf^deemer  }'?ff^ 
It  not  his  refurredion  day,  on  wlitdi  htf^mtu  declared 
to  "fte  ^orld  to  be  *«  thc^  Son  of  Ged  ^itJiVftower,? 
Roni'iv  4/^^  Thie  is  the  day  then  on  whioli^ilcjpcftx.wae 
glorious.  For  ^  God  the  Father's  f*i  reft  from  the 
work  of 'creation  wsks  glorious,"  and  had.^gse^t  glocf 
and  honour  put  on  it,  by  the  world's  kccpiUjg  stS^riibath 
for  about  four  thoufand  years  thereupatv;  /o<JI;o4^tbe 
Son's  ^"^  reft  from  the  wotk  of  redcinption"  *WPl»^;^ 
haire  great  glory  and  honour  put  up<w»/  it*;  i^.tlihe 
Chriftiati  world's  obferving  a  weekly  Sabbatb  OQ.i^  t0 
the  end  of  time,  ? 

And  was  it  not  a^jrlorbus  Teft  which  t^e  Siwpf  Q§jA  . 
had  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week^-  from*j!ii$  gf eat  ^aia^ 
flupendous  wort,  when  he  had  laid  ^.  foiii&dsiti<i|;iis 
of  the  new  ^heavens  and  new  earth,  aod  had  givefi;  the 
finiflnng  firoke  to  the  fiew»  areatioii;  wjben?^l  *-  tfec 
ilars  fang  together,  and  i^l  the  fona  of  <3od  &aul$4  for 
joy  ?^^  it  was  on  this  day  die  Son  refted  &eifi^bi%!9¥orJcas 
^  and  was  refreihed,"  as  it  is  faid  of  God^i£so4#  Tf^if^ 
17.  with  refpe£^  t6  his  Tefting  from  the  wbdcsof  <be 
fitft  creation.    Now,  ^as  Clod's  reft  from  .his  t works  on 
the  feventh  day,  and  his  beik^  refre(hed/theieid,-was  a 
fufficiem  indication  of  theprecife  day  of  looft^wU^b  be 
would  have  obferved  by  the  world  under  the  qM  dif* 
penfation  of  the  coT€9Kayt)i  fo  the  reft  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift '  from  his  vorkts  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  and  his  being  refteihed  therein  j' is  a  Sufficient 
indication  of  the  precife  day  of  reft  wbicb  he  would 
'  have  obferved    tinder  the/  difpenfatkm.  of;  the  new 
covenant*  "  And  aecofdi^gly,  upon  tbis^  indication,  we 
immediatly  find  the  difeiples-  aflembling   thanafelvea 
together    up6n  this  day  of   their  Redeemer'^  reft^ 
and  no  fooner  are  they  met,  but  Chrift  foines  and 
graciously  meets  with  them,  folomnly  bl^fl^s-them, 
an&  givet  them  the  Holy  Gbofti  Jobn^^x*  ^19*.  from 
\  which 
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^hich  time  forward,  the  fir  ft  day  of  the  week  wa$  nd- 
ver  without  its  folemh  aflembties. 

Moreover,  we  have  the  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  ex*  ' 
prefsty  cohiirming'the  forefaid  prophecies  coocernmg 
Chrift's  Teft  upcm  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  by  telling 
m,  that  under  the  fpofpeli  "  there  remained  a  reft  for 
the  people  of  God/'  Heb.  iv.  9.  Now  if  this  place  h& 
duly  confidered,  and  rightly  underftood*  it  will  mightily 
confirm  the  change  of  the  Sabbath  from  the  laft  to  the 
firft  day  of  theweek.  For  the  word,  which  is  there 
rendered  rift^  in  the  original  is  SaUati/mot^  and  ihould 
be  rendered  a  SMati/m  or  SaUath-keepintr^  and  fo  the 
metming  i$|  (according  to  Do£lor  'Owen  and  other 
learned  commentators)  ^*  There  rcmaineth  a  Sabbath 
keeping  for  the  people  of  "God,  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  as  well  as  under  the  old."  And  this  (as  the  a« 
poftle  (bould  in  the  context)  behoved  neceflarily  to  be  a 
sew-Sabbatifm,  in  regard  it  bath  a  new  icMindatian,  ia 
correfpondence  to  the  foundatbo  of  the  old  Sabbatifm' 
mentioned  verfe;4.  of  that  chapter.  *'  For  he  fpSke  in 
a  certain  place  of  the  feventli  day  on  this.  wife«  And  Gpd 
did  reft  the  feventh  day  from  aU  his  works."  .Well  (faith 
the  apoftle)  the  new  Sabbatifm  hath  the  like  founda« 
tiouj  vcrfe  'io«  '<  .For  he  (viz.  Jefus  Chrift)  chat  is  en* 
tered  into  his  reft,  hath  alfo  ceafed  from  his  own  worksj 
.  as  God  did  from  his.''  How,  it  was  on  the  qtioming 
of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  tli^t  Chrift  entered  into  his 
mediatory  reft  from  his  works  of  redemptioAi  as  Cod  on 
die  feventh  day  entered  into  his  reft  from  the  work  of 
creation.  And  as  God,  by  iiia  refti(|g  oa>  the  fgventh 
day,  did  determine  that  day  for  a  facred  fabbatical  reft 
under  the  Old  .Teftament ;  f6  Chri((  (who  is  the  Lord 
of  the  Sabbath)  by  bis  emerlng  into  his  reft,  on  the  firft 
day,  did  determine  that  day  of  the  week,  for  a  facred 
Sabbatifm  under  the.  New  Teftament,  The  ceaGng  from 
his  works,  as  God  did  from  his  mentioned  .ver.  iq. 
can  never  properly  be  applied  (as  fome  do)  to  the ,  be- 
liever, but  to  Chrift's  ceafing  from  liis  works  of  re- 
demption ;  feeing  it  is  abfurd  to  mal^e  our  ceafing  from 
the  vile  works  of  fin,  a  parallel  to  God's  ceaGng  from 
his  glorious  works  of  creation.   And  it  cajmot  be  meant 
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foi^^tifi^i  Mi^^et€^nitiy^  tidievbis'  nerer  ceafe  fo&in  thefe^' 

V'i^Ogf^  Ldfd«  jefasChwftJ»ath  p«thbno!»r«pon  tho 
firft^dl^iof  1^  weel^'^nd  auitonfedtdie  obfarrMiioh  ol 
it'b^  hifi^^)^)^«ripi«xatnple  attd.'pia£iace,^  ^Kicliahatlx  ^e 
foifei^^f  Sk'  Ifc^^Jvf^o  us.  It  was  4m  this  izf  br-  met  with 
thirt^  difeiples^  ^4iiitgito  Emi^aus, .  «»pcned^  <&& ' fccip 
tUf^  t(>  tb^m,  and>D^28'imcle'rkQawf»>to  tlwm  in  tW 
brealdligill^^refady  Ltfke  xxivi  1.3.  .  Likcfwiie  upon  tbe 
fafM%  d^)^  he  appeared  to  the  eleven ,  When  gat  Her^dc^v 
g^het-,  tod  others  with  them^  (he^ii^ed  chem  bmi  |>ict<:air 
MiidlHttd^feet,  comforted  them »  and  opened  their  Qn*' 
diSrftaniSi^g^  that  thiey  might  underftandrhe  fcriptures^ 
Ltike^jdt;  33.  36;  40*  4;^  *It.  was  on  this/nliiy  ,tbui 
phrift  came  to  his  difciplea, '  (being  all  convened  to« 
getfher  except  l^omas^gavt&i^em'hss  peace  inidlUefled 
i^Xfif  ili4  &i^g(i!»e  ihemth«ir  comihiiBQn  acndiliie  W 
Ofa^%  jfohtt'^t.  16  zo^&c»'  Again,  upon' tiiat -d^ 
eiijgl^^ay8;4iriAgthe  next  &rft4ay;o£  the  veel^  si^ven 
the  difctples  were  ailembled  togietheri  and  Thbmas  witk 
tkii$mi  Jotei'x^.  a6.  Ch#iftichofe  to  appeanrnntdiiieih, 
sflldig^aici«4fly  convinced  Thomas  bf  the  diGcov^vf  of 
ll8hr«wi^iiAdsl'  Though  Chf ift^  afterhis tefarrection»  met 
^tth  ifNt!l«m^  of  Ms  difcipiet  -upon  other  days  o£  the 
y/^tAy^ftt^M  lltit  firft  daytmly  (whtdh  k  thert fore jes<> 
H^i^ftly  red6r^€d)  didhe  appeartor  them  whtem^aflbmUed 
tt>gethi^$  "and  therefore  we  fee  how  he>lef^>Thauna8  « 
y^AifSl^  ^eek  under  his  unbelief  and  doubtttigsy  tilt  the 
next  Lord's  day  or  firft  day  of  ^e  week  ifaould  corner 
diat^4ii(  Ytifght  hiive  occafioti  gf  adoufly  to  refolve  htm 
ib-tHe^iffia^ibly  of  his  difciples*  f6r  their  coi»fiKia;edifi«^ 
efittontand  oomfert.  The-firlt  day  of  the  week  is  the 
eftljf  da]f;^of  the  wedc,  or  menthy  or  year,  that  vis  evef 
DOfentttfjif^d  by  nattfber^n^l  the  New  Teftamttat  \  and 
whefevlt:r.4«  is  ^^e  of>  we  iiear  of  the  rel^;ioos  ob* 
fervation-'^^  it^ '  by- the  difciples  afiembling  iogether4 
And  why  are  we  told  by  the  evangelifts  fo  exprcisly* 
«ild|(b^ft^^:«f  Ci>rift's  fuakifig  his  vi^s  to  his  Aif- 
ci^i^isf  lipoii  the  6rft  daybf  the  week  ?  bur  to  fliew  us^ 
thtft^Ch^ift  {Mil  a  peculiar  honour  and  refpcd  upon  this 

day 


4ay,  ancbtbcfflby.gavc  us  a  pkis  ihtimatloa  of  l|b  viU, 
that  it.ihmild  be  i£feT?ed  in  his  church,  as  the  Chriftir 
an  Sabbath,  or  the  weekly  day  of  holy  reft  and  half 
conTooationSk ..  Tht4  one  day  in  feren  ihould  bfi.tciiKi^ 
oaily  obfevTcd  in  this  inanoer,  was  a  law  from  Jtbc  be* 
gioning^  and  that  as  old  as  the  (late  of  innocence  i%ik  I 
Ihewed  befofc.)  But  that,  in  the  kingdom  o3F  t}ie  M«P» 
fiahy  the  firft  day  of  the  week  (hpuld  be  that  (okmn 
day;  t^is  was  indication  enoa^hy  that  Chriilon  tliat. 
d».y«onc^  and  again  met  bis  dUcipl^s  in  a  rclii^iousjaf*, 
fecnbiy*  A^d  \L  is  highly  probablci  that  at  his  firft 
nteetihg  with  them,  he  appointed  them  that  day  eigl^ 
days  to  be  together  again,  promifing  to  meet  tbeiB  \  fcfr 
W€  find  them  morp  chapteriy  convened  that  d^y  tkaa 
the  fonsier^  Jbhn  xx«  26.  **  And  after  eight  day^iiig^ia 
hisdifciplca^ere  within^  and  Thomas  withthtjor*/*  as  it 
would (betniwaiting  for  Chri(t*s  coming*  And  many 
areof  opintoni  that  he  thus  contiuued  tp  n^et  with 
them  <tv»ry  firft  day  of  the  week,  till  his  afcenfion^ 
**  (peakiog  to  them  the  thinga  pertaining  t^thcM|ig4<»<a 
of  God^^^Aflsi.  :?, 

CfaDift^s  vneeting  with  them  that  day  was  not  merely 
oGcaAovaii.  but  deBgned)  as  appears  by  the  exprefa 
mentioning  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  £0  oft  aa  he  met 
them^r  ^K^i^  when  ChriA  met  with  his  difciplea  on  any 
other  day  of  the  weeki  we  are  not  told  what  day  it  was» 
wbetketthfi  Cecoodi  third  or  fpurch  day  of  the.  w^l^lr 
but  iKhen* he  meets  with  them  on  the  firild^iyi  the  holy 

r  Ghoft  names  and  is^rds  tb^ty  thereby  afcribiag  fomef 

I  thing-peculiat  to  it  Aove  all  ibe  reft.  • 

!  VI.  The  fribfervatioa  of  .ihje  firft  day  of  the  wecK  ie 

alfo  autborifed  by  the  divih^sly  infpired  apoftles  ^f 
Chrift,  andJounders  of  the  Cbtiftian  chuccb*  ^nd  that 
both  by 'their  example  aod  dire£liQn.^<-*-<*W^  have 
them  both  dirc^ng  and  pcrlbrming  the  duties  0|f 
the  Sabiiath  on  this  day,  and  alfo  affecing  Chri(l% 
propriety  in  it  as  his;  all  which  is  evident  from 
fcripture. 

i  In  the  forecitod  fcriptutes»  where  we  read  of  Chrift^s 

I  appearances  to  his  difciplcs,  v^e  alfo  read  of  their  aiicm- 

blxng  together  on  the  firft.  d  ly  of  (he  week  feveral  times ; 

which 
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which  certainly  was  for  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  and 
in  honour  of  this  day.  For,  when  they  met  on  other 
days  of  the  week,  it  is  not  told  what  thefe  were ;  but, 
mrhen  they^et  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  the  Holy 
Ghoft records  that;  which  (hews  it  to  be  a  remarkable 

^    day  in  itlelf,  and  obferved  as  fuch.by  the  difciples  of 
Chrid,  and  that  in  a  religious  way. 

Bat,  befides  thefe,  I  (hall  adduce  four  other  fcrip-' 
tures,  that  clearly  dcmonftrate  what  is  above  aflertcd. 

The  firft  is,  Afts  ii.  i*  2.  where  it  is  recorded,  that 
•'  the  apoftles  and  other  brethren  were  met  all  together 
on  the  day  of  Pcntccoft  in  one  place."  This  meeting 
was  for  public  worfhip  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
^recording  to  their  wonted  pra£^lce.  It  is  not  in  the 
temple  with  the  Jews,  but  in  a  houfe  in  Jerufaiem  by 
themfclves. 

^e/l.  How  prove  you  that  it  was  ori  the  firft  day 
of  the  week  i  Anf.  Becaufe  it  is  evident  from  fcripture, 
that  the  pafTover  that  year  fell  on  the  Jewifti  Sabbath  ; 
tmd  Pentecoft  being  ftill  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  paf- 
fover,  it  confcquently  fell  that  year  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  week,  or  the  Lord's  day.  Pentecoft  is  a  Greek 
word,  fignifying  the  Jifitethy  called  fo  becaufe  of  its  be- 
ing ftill  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  paffovcr,  a  Jewifh 
feaft,  which  fell  fometimes  upon  one  day  of  the  week, 
and  fometimes  on  another;  but  this  year  it  fell  on  the 
laft  or  feventh  day  of  the  week.  Pentecoft  was  ano- 
ther feaft  of  the  Jews,  biit  kept  in  remembrance  of 
God's  giving  the  law  that  day  on  j^nount  Sinai,  being 

'  the  fiftieth  day  after  their  eating  the  paffover  and  com- 
ing out  of  Egypt.  And  confcquently,  Pentecoft  fall- 
ing this  year  upon  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  our  Lord's* 
refurredion  day,  the  apoftles  and  brethren  aflfembled 
for  celebrating  this  day  by  public  worftiip.  Now,  !et  < 
us  obferve  how  remarkably  God  confirmed  their  kecp-^ 
ing  of  the  r»  ft  day  of  the  week,  and  bleffed  their  meet- 
ing together  upon  it  for  worftiip  :  He  even  fcnt  down 
that  extraordinary  efFufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon 
them,  for  fitting  and  furnifhing  them  tor  the  extraor- 
dinary work  of  planting  the  Chriftian  church,  and  con- 
verting the  world.    This  was  a  folcmn  approbation  of 

the 
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iiC.  CJii-irf Jan^Sabbatl',  and  a  i(i?al  to  its  in(litution/rom 
heaven,,  which  45^  confirm  all  Ghriftians  in  the  celc-' 
brating  or  this  day  for  the  future  :  And  tnany.  timei 
liave  they  cfxperienced '  the  gracious  effuGotts  of  the 
Spirit  91^  t^ieir  puWit  aflemblies  this  day  fincc  that  tiriie/ 
(t  la  obferved  by  Grotius,  upon  Itxod,  xix.  i,.^*that  It 
was  on  tiie  firft  day  of  the  week  that  thelaw  w4s  igiveni 
in  ijs  fo^riviJ  pron^ulgation  from  mount  Sinai,  put* 
though  iGod  made  that  in  fome  rfefpeft  a  tcrribk\day 
tp  thcm^  yet  he  makes  it  weekly  a  joyful  day  to  uV.by 
the  cprofort^ble  promulgation  of  the  gofpel  thereupon, 
from  mount  Zion. 

A  fccond  fcripturc  is,  A£ls  xx.  7.  **  And  upon  tfie 
firft  day  of  the  week,  when  the  difciples  camfe  together 
to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  to  them,*'  &c.    Whence 
It  18  plain  that  the  firft  day  of  the  week  was  then  thd 
ftated  time  for  Chriftians  their  meeting  together,  for 
the  prc?iching  of  the  word,  and  celebrating  of  the  Lord's 
fu^per  J  for  this  is  recorded  as  their  cuftomary  known 
fxifXic^.  ,  Paul  liad  been  at  Troas  fevcn  days,  and 
contequently  was  there  upon  the  Jewifli  Sabbath ;  "but 
there  is  np  word  of  any  meeting  among  them  on  that 
day,  or  any  other  day  of  the  week  :  But  wheti  the  firft 
day  of  the  week  comeS|  the  church  is  fotemnly  con^^i 
▼W54#  .^nd  perform  the  work  of  th«  Sabbath,  oh  this 
d^y;.      Pa^Uwas  ready  to  depart  from  that  place,  only 
he  muft  ftay  till  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  that  he  itiight. 
ijieet  witb,  the  whqje  church,  and  preach  to  them  be- 
fore he  Jcav^  them  ;  and  fo,  accord mg  ta  their  cuftom,, 
tKey  all  ^t^TefT^ble  together,  and  he  (andifies  the  Sabbath 
WtQ  them>  by  preaching  and  difpcnfing  the  facrament, 
^d^tl^^  ^ven  ,till  midnight;-  for  they  did  not  foon 
^ary^  at  that  titne,  of  the  work  and  duties  of  the  Lord's 
4ay-      A  ^^^'^^  fcripture  is,   i  Cor-  xvi.  i.  2.  "  Now^ 
copceming  th^  colleftion  for  the  faints,  as  I  have  cfiven. 
order  t9  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  fo  do  ye.  '  Upon 
the  firft  day  of  the*  week,  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by 
him  in  ftore/'  &c.    *Whencc  it  is  plain,  that  the  apoftle 
injoins  the  church  of  Corinth,  in  conformity  with  o- 
thcr  chiirchesy  to  make  their  colleftion  for  the  poor  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  week-    Now,  why  on  the  firft'  day 

'  '■  •  ^        "of 
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cfjht  wccki  and  not  on  the  fevciith,  ^r aiiy,othct  Ihnt 
for  ticfc  reafons  :  i.  They  had  their  public  meeting 
on  this  day,  and  fo  had  more  convcniency  for  gather^ 
I ng  their  chsrity  on  this  day,  than  upon  another.  .  %• 
TFic  firft  day  of  the  week  was  now  come  in  plfce  o^ 
ijie  old  Sabbath,  on  which  day  collections  were  poadjs 
in  tlie  Jewtfh  fynagogues ;  for  the  giving  of  alms  waa^ 
always  Tfckoned  a  proper  duty  for  the  Sabbath  day f 
But  now  the  apoftle  will  have  all  the  dutic3  of  theSab^ 
bath  traniLrred  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  and  parti* 
eularly  this  duty  of  public  charity,  there  being,  a  peQU« 
Iiaf  fitnefs  in  this  day  for  it,  in  regard  we  are  called 
this  day  to  commemorate  Chrift's  infinite  ch^arii^.  to, 
9ur  fouls,  and  ^Ifo  to  receive  new  blcflings  and  e^preiS^ 
iions  of  bounty  from  him  ;  and  therefore  (hould  be  the 
more  liberal  to  his  poor  faints.  I  hope,  there  is  none 
that  will  fay  that  the  apoftle  had  not  Chrift's  warrant 
for  ^^hat  he  appointed  in  this. matter;  for  in  thisepiflle 
he  protcfls,  that  "  he  delivered  nothing  to  them,  hut 
what  he  had  received  from  the  Lord,  and  had  his  cctm- 
mandfor;*'  fee  i  Cor;  xi.  23.  &  xiv.  43.  It  is  4^1 
cjear  as  light,  from  the  fbrefaid  teilimonyi  and  many. . 
others,  that  the  primitive  Chriftians  had  their  fifl^m^*/ 
bjies  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  they  would  not 
have  had  without  the  apoftles  dire£bion>  nor  vfOul4' 
the  apoftles  have  determined  fo,  without  knowing  tbe^ 
mind  of.Chrift.  * 

'/k  fourth  fcripture  is,  Rev,  i.  lo,  where  John  /aith, 
of  himfelf,  that  •*  he  was  in  the  Spirit  pn  th^  LorcT^ 
iUy  '/'  wliich,  to  b^  fure»  13  no  other  than  the  Ch^ifti^n 
Sabbath,  getting  the  denomination  from  our  jLord  Je(M)S'; 
CliiiR^  and  his  rifing  froa>  the  dead  th^ruponi, and  fr^:?;. 
i^vicm  meetings  with  his  difciples  this  day ;  and  to^huf* 
(tay  It  flill  retains  this  ti^fe  of  the  Lord's.day,  being-ig. 
d^y  fpeciallf  inflituted  for  the  honour  of  our  l^ordiand 
con ftc rated  for  his  feivice  and  worfhip.      The  apoftle 
wiott  this  boo.k  n^ar  thjc,end  of  the  firft  century,  and 
calld  this  day  by  thatnamcwbich  it  commonly  got  thdOi 
ai)d  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  day  uniy^rfally  notour  and  remark- 
able for  the  Chriftians  obfe^vatipn  of  it.     Thcflpoftk  ^ 
at  this  titnf,  was  banilhed  into  the  ifls  of  Patmoa  fey 
,     ,  l>pmitiaA 
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bomitian  the  emperor,  where  probahljr  he  wanted'  the 
opportunity  of  the  public  aflemblies  on  this  day;  yet 
he  18  employed  in  fanAifying  the  Lord's  d^  in  a  pri- 
Tate  way  %  he  is  in  the  Spirit  i.  e,  in  a  fpiritual  frame^ 
and  taken  up  in  fpiritual  exerc^lfef >  meditation  ^nd  pray- 
er (which  are  proper  duties  for  the  Sabbath)  and  the 
Lord  rewards  this  his  confcientious.  regard  to  this  day» 
whh  the  revelation  of  thefe  great  things  which  were 
afterwards  to  fall  out  to  the  church  to  the  end  of  the 
world. 

Moreover,  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Lord  puts  hit 
^narne  on  this  day  ;  for  the  Holy  Ghoft  calls  it  here  the 
Lord's  day,  and  that  for  thefe  reafons  :  i.  Becaufe  bi 
itSL  deriving  its  inftitution  from  him :  So  the  prayer^ 
di£late  by  him,  is  called  the  Lord's  prayer  ;  the  facra* 
nnent  of  iiis  fupper^«  inftitute  by  him,  is  called  the  Lord's 
fupper. 

2.  It  is  called  the  Lord'f,  becaufe  of  his  fpecial  pro* 
priety  in  it :  He  hath  feparated  and  fet  apart  from 
common  ufe,  and  confecrated  it  wholly  to  his  ufe  and 
ftrvice  :  So  the  facrament  is  called  the  Lord's  table^ 
becaufe  of  its  being  confecrated  for  holy  ufes»  and  fo 
fet  apart  and  difttnguiihed  from  all  other  tables. 

3.  Becaufe  of  its  being  dedicate  to  his  honour  and 
memory*  being  the  day  in  which  he  connuered  deaths 
got  a  total  viAoryi  and  triumphed  over  alf  his  enemies. 

4.  It  is  called  the  Lord's  day,  becaufe  the  Lord  Jefud 
Chrift)  his  perfon  and  mediation^  is  the  principal  fub« 
jefl:  of  this  day. 

VII.  Another  argument  for  the  obfervation  of  the 
Chriilian  Sabbath,  may  be  drawn  from  the  conftant  and 
uninterrupted  pra£lice  of  all  Chrill'»  churches  through 
the.  ^orld  fince  the  apoftles  days  >  they  have  all  conti- 
nued to  obierve  the  Lord's  day  for  holy  worfhip.  vAU 
!  the  ancient  fathers  and  Chriilian  s  had  the  Lord's  day 

in  great  efteen^  and  made  it  a  badge  of  their  religion, 
to  obferve  it  carefully,  as  appears  from  the  writings  of 
Juftin  Martyr,  Tertullian,  Origen,  &c.     Ignatius,  that 
j  ancient  father/  who  lived  fo  near  Chrift's  times,  in  his 

I  epiftles  highly  recommends  the  Lord's  day :  ^^  Let  every 

*  one  that  loveth  Chrift  (faith  he)  obferve  the  firft  day  of 
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\V9«  bl«9e4  abovf^  all  \irf>o^<€%  fe  ii$  %  fii^  d?,}^  of  tl^e 
^^eek  bl^ffe^  abaTQ  ^11  4ays." 

V^I^.  The  ^o|t)feien€^R  iJ^f  np?^  pl^^  for  tfeft  <3ivi¥^$ 
tuthwity  of  tl^  Lp»d'9  4i*y.  S^r^ly  il  i*  Qori»  ^o  iii 
^bc  fupT^mc  Lord  a«^,4,SK»r«i:?iga  <>£  ns^»8i  «:o«iciew«f|j| 
that  dire£t&  thi»  ]pMs  deputy,  in  m^n,.  ^^3c4(f  a^  prefix 
thcTP  fo  clofsiy  t©  tlije  oJ^lvrvalHrn  of  'thi$  day^.  %n4  al;fe 
to  challenge  and  fmite  them  fe  (harply  for  the  ]\(^\q£^ 
and  pvofai^ation  q|  it  Au^  i<»dee<ji  tb^ex^  is  V4^  G^  ^at 
QQcfcHUce  moi;e  cw^xtiPfAf  acc^fe%  wipk<^  ^^u  <^ 
thaw >tt^  breach  ^  t]|^  i^pr.4's  day  :  A»d  h(f£i>c^  i^-  \^^ 
^h»t«l3a^ny  inakfaiao>:s,  at  ihejff  1^  how**  Nifbfti  ipoft 
£M?jaus^d9  cn^ft  b^tserly  bewail  i$:  acknowledging  thil 
ih^i?  SabbajthrVies^KiPg  MWis  th«if^  1^4419^  f)«i.^R44m 
occaOon  of  all  the  reft  of  their  wicked  cour&s  $  bsi^ii^ 
p(jO!f  oked  Gpd  tp.  kaiw  th^n^i,  anrt  giife  A^bh  vp  tq  the 
itiB^.  of  their  pM^n  ^axtsi,  aj9(^  t^mptai^pns  qf  thjg:  d^^i, 
CWlv^  s  iiie  bis  afd;  vok  of  £}sa^pl^«„  t^ll^  i)s  gf  <»m 
TKonia^iSl^vage  (a,yovi»g  ma^  wl^  wa^  §}i^ci}^  ^ 
RatjcKff,  Of^obcr  ^8,  i.6^&,  fpi?  m4f/j<ri^.  bU:  fcJtefiR 
fervar.tJJL  ihat  wbilft  h»  wa^Jr*  piiifea,  cift^d  ^^  «o  fpri^ 
tha*  ca«i«  to  viJiti  bij»»  ^ftcx  tJws^^  ma^ji^r. ;  *'  Qfe  wretch 
thai  I  wa^J  I  ftijd4j5d  hpw  \  might  fpend  tj)^  tgfi^'^ 
^y  ia  the  4eVU'si  woik  5.  at  th»(i  tip?*  wbw- J  fti#M 
have  been  ferving  Qpd#  l/wa^.bufi^ft  ia.fef;vi|kg  fsitai;!, 
i^was.gbds  when  th^  $abb*th  canFke,,  foi  th^n  It  h^  W;* 
fure  to  purfue  my  lufts  and  pleafures.  ^'%  rfi^m^timef^ 
went  in  to  tlxe  ilchurcb,^  but  \  ifiev^r  Qjai^  th^'tiAift  of  a 
%^ho)e  fe.rnVoQ.  1.  laughed  at  thpfe  whp  fpcint  the  ^^A- 
bapbs  in  keaci^g  aod  pi^aying,  and.  Jooktid  pa  t^m  aa 
tie  vericft  fook  ia  the  M'PfiW^  O  t<*U.yQijsg  m^n,(r©fn 
nv*^  that  Siibbathrbiealiii^g  is  2k  dai»gerp<u3^.  a»d.  cpftly 
fin,"  ^c. 

Turnet  on  PtcTti<}eP«^  gw&  a^i  a<JCQii^»t.pt  pn^  E<i* 
mund  Kirk,  ifimnor,  cxcQiwd  at  ^ybjUMaJ^Jj^n.  ^fA^ 
for  njiurdcring  hiis»  wife,  who  in  bia.  conicffipii  lajncqied 
his  fnequ^ttt  profaaaipft  oi  x^  Jfeprd's  d^yi  "  Ufim 
wiichhijly  day,  (failh  be)  4  cowuRitted  thq  htiiivMifj  fia 
of  fuurdcfiisg  my  papr  wif^*'^     lihud  onQ  ^  ^^.  p^ 

i|i&ed 


nSlhtid  '#fth  aftolhisi-,  SabbAth-fetsalting  With  mtirdef^ 
ainl  that  #lth  the*  ^[allbw^.  Likewife»  ht  tkUs  of  atio*. 
thifr<  ^*'^<JUtfed  M^y  25  i68t>  for  theft  5  who  lit  his 
conffffiohi  fiildi  '*  VhAt  it  was  his  e^rhctt  d(tfir<?,  tiut 
M%  Vbiittfe  mien  tfpevhWyi  (hoUld  take  cat-^  not  tofp*:'id 
tht  Lord's  t\^f.**  And  th«  dUthbr's  rfcrtiarlt  is,  thithe 
ddth  4ibl  knoMr  tllflt  ever  he  obferved  dny  tej)fi4taiite  Iri 
a  mfe!cfd£h)T>  whD  did  not  bitterly  Umettt  his  nicgleft 
df  hf%  duty  h>  God  bh  that  day 

IX.  to  the  74/?  jjktfe.  The  diff^ftfulon^  of  divine 
pfoitdertec  itiav  bfc  browght  in,  as  Rii^iHg  fulFragi*  to 
the  fthftificfttirin  of  the  LordV  dSy.  God  hath  high- 
ly  hotlbored  this  diy,  by  doinij  rhaiiy  mighty  t^orks 
ttpbii  it :  On  this  day  he  treated  the  llght>  and  bep[^n 
W  make  the  urorld  j  oti  this  daf  he  jjave  the  h^  firorti 
lildUnt  Siiiai)  as  OrbtiUs  bbfetv^s.  Kay,  it  tb  affirmied 
bf  art  ancient  cotlhdl  held  At  Conliantihbple^  Count:.  6« 
Gati4  Bi  ••  That  ChHR  was  bCHi  oil  the  Lord's  ddy^ 
aftd  the  fta»  (hihfed  to  the  thrift  meh  oh  it.  Chtifl:  fed 
th<!  fi^e  thotifand  with  i\U  five  ]0aire^  and  ti;f^o  fifhes  bri 
thid  day ;  fhad  he  #as  bat>ti%ed|  fofe  frbtti  the  dead. 
i^rid  fent  dbWn  the  Holy  Ghba  oti  ihH  d-ay."  Add 
ffiWe  6f  Ihfe  aheiehtj  haVe  furlh^t  afflrmed>  th;4t  Urhab 
ftlH<tlr  iK^able  thitig  Was  dbne  in  the  worlds  the  Ldfl 
cJtd^rcd  it  fb,  Wa»  done  tb  the  hbftbti*  of  thl^  daV. 
^htiA  God  hath  fcotifectated  tht  firft  day  of  the  Week, 
in  Chriftian  Sabbath,  by  dbing  fo  rtiany  of  Wti  ^^on*- 
deHoi  wotks  upon  it  5  t^  intimate  to  us^  thatt  it  is  iiis 
Ai»W'^l^  fhould  fandify  this  day;  and  obfervi  it  weekly, 
fbf 'ptibltlhing  and  prbclaimtti^  his  Worthy  a£lsy  arid 
fceepirtg  iip  the  memory  of  Chrlft's  hativity^  ptjffion, 
♦clurre£librT^  &ci  to  the  elid  of  th6  woHd,  Without  in- 
ftlttttirt^  -days  bf  otit  own  for  thefe  ends. 

Moreotfcr  ihtrt  are  Varkr^s  difperifations  from  O06, 
bbth  bf  mtrcy  rfnd  judgment,  that  cbncJttde  for  the  blS»- 
fefV^lon  bf  this  ho«y  day.  The  gi^«ci0us  p^rovidericcs, 
that  attend  the  bonfcl^htious  obfcr«^ers  ^if  the  Lord's 
day,  are  moft  remarkabfe.  Oft  thefe  the  Lord  pouri 
dbWn  the  ^tacious  influences  of  his  Spirit,  in  his  otdi- 
ffancids  difpenfed  this  diiy  ;  he  ^minentiy  bielTdth  tlujm 
^iitrihctdft  of  gfrace,  teridctrrefs  of  confcience>'  and 

I  2  hoHnefs 
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Kdm^  ^  life  ;  and  with  all  his  beft  bleffitigs,  botU 
:^ftr{tual  and  temporal.     God  hath  now  for  thefe  170^ 
yeari^^ft,  granted  all  his  churches  throogfa  the  worlds 
mihj  Cgnal  marks  of  his  favour  and  prefence  in  ob- 
IbtVing  the  Lord's  day,  which  they  could  nbt  have  ex- 
fedtfS6y  had  they  been  in  an  error  in  keeping  it.     How 
G^n  hath  he  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon   th«mwhefi 
^tf^nding  ordinances  on  this  day^  and  blefied  thenn^ . 
with  conviction,  converGdn,  and  manifeftations  of  hia 
love  ?    Nay,  the  univerfal  experience  of  Chriftians  do 
tedify,  that  all  the  bleflings  and  mercies,  promifed  to  ^ 
the  crtjfervers  of  the  Sabbath  under  the  Old  Teftament* 
are  now  transferred  and  accomplifhed  to  the  keepers 
of  the  Chriflian  Sabbath :   For,  the  change  of  the  dav 
being  by  divine  authority,  the  firft  day  Sabbath  doth 
lawfully  fucceed  to  all  the  privileges,  promifes»  and 
direateninga  formerly  pertaining  to  the   feventh  day 
Sabbath.      We  fee  what  bleflings  are  promifed  to  the 
keeping  of  the  Sabbath  of  old,  both  fpiritual  and  tem-^ 
poral  $  that  is  a  remarkable  word,  Jer.  xvii*  24.  26, 
'<  If  ye  hallow  the  Saj^bath  day,  to  do  no  work  there* 
xcif  'then  they  (ball  come  from  the  cities  of  Judah,  and 
al)  other  places,  bringing  burnt  offerings,  and  facrifi- 
t^s,    and  meat*offering8>   and  incenfe,   and  bringing 
facrifices  of  praife  unto  the  houfe  of  the  Lord ;"  i .  e^ 
When  the  Sabbath  is  duly  obfetved,  then  the  church 
(hall  ficmrifh,  religion  fliall  be  promoted,  and  the  name 
pf  God  highly  exalted.     And  do  we  tiot  fee  tMa  pro- 
tnife  vifibiy  accomplifhed  to  fuch  churches  end  peiibns 
3is  (IriCtly  fan£iify  the  Lord's*day  i  Ampng  fuob  Qif if- 
tianity  doth  flouhih,  knowledge  is  encreafed,  reforma- 
tion is  advancedi  grace  is  multiplied,  and  a  eonfcieA*. 
ticius  regard  is  had  to  all  the  other  duties  of  religion. 

A^ain,  we  find  temporal  mercies  anhexed  to  xht 
kteping  of  the  Sabbath,  Ifa.  Iviii.  13. 14.  *>  If  thou  turn 
away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,"  i.  e.  If  thou  ocafeft 
from  prophaiung  ir,  <^  I  will  caufe  thee  to  ride  on  the 
high  plates  of  the  earth,  'tmd  feed  thee  with  the  heritage 
dfjatk*  thy  father  i"  1.  ^. -Thou  fhalt  be  bleifod  with 
oU^jrard  •  profperity,  and  many  earthly  enjoyments. 
Tliis  is  again  confirmed  In  Jer.  xvii*  24.  25.  ♦*  If  ye 
'^  '  diligently 
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diUgendy  hearken  unto  me,  faith  the  Lore!,  to  h^Un^^r. 
the  SabbarH  day^to  do  no  work  thereby  then  (hall  thpre 
enter  into  the  ^tes  of  this  city  kings  and  princps  Atting 
on  the  throne  of , David,  riding  in  chariots,  and  thie^ 
city  (haijf  remain  for  ever :''  i-  e.  The  nation  and  city 
Aall^be  blcfled  with  all  fecular  and  clyjil  adM^lUag^es. 
Accordingly  (he  people  of  God  have. found  the  hal- 
loing of  the  Lord's  day  fenfibly  profperoas  to  thetn 
"With  refpeiil' to  their  fecular  affairs:  When  they  have 
(difcharged  the  duties  of  this  day  with  a  good  c,Qiircience9 
it  h%th  fared  the  better  with  them  all  the  week  after. 
Initeftimony  whereof,  I  (hall  here  narrate  the  experi- 
lence  of  that  excellent  perfon.  Sir  Mathew  Hal^,  lo^ ^ 
chief  §uftice  of  the  king's  bspch  in  the  reign  o^  king 
Chtfle^  \U^  who  was  both  an  eminent  lawyer^:  ao^4  a 
jccat  di^rine*  In  his  book»  called  Contemplationsi  aio- 
ral  and  divitie^  he  hath  thefe  words ;  '^  I .  have  found 
(£iith  he)  by  a'(iri£t  and  diligent  obferrationi  that  a 
^e  obferti^ng  the  duty  of  the  Lord's  day,  hath  ever  had 
Joined  to  it' a  bleffing  upon  the  reft  of  my  time  ^  and 
~  1^  week  that  h^th  been  fo  begun,  hath  been  b^eifcd 
.jaad  pi^ofpe^Qus  to  me:  And,  on  the  other, Ode,  when 
-Jihave  been  negligent  of  the  duties  of  this  day^  th^  rc;^ 
4p/i  the.  ^eck  hath  been  unfucccfsful  and  unhappy  to  my 
JEecular  Ififuployments  ;  fo  that  I  could  eafily  ,  m'4ke  An 
.i:ftimate».0f  my  fuccefles  in  my  own  fecular  emplq^y- 
«aeikta><tiie  week  following,  by  the  manner  of.  m^  paififig 
this  day.:  And  this  I  do  not  write  lightly  or  in^^nii^er- 
ately«<hut  upon  a  long  andifc^und  dbfervation  aind^  ^x- 
peri^icej?.  Again,  in  another  place,  he  faith,  ^'  i  tliauk 
Gad,  I  eVer  found  that,  in  dac  (trideft  obfervation  of 
the  times.of  his  wor(hip,  I  ever  met  with  the  heft^ad- 
v^Dtage  to  my.  worldly  occa&ons  ;  and  that,  whenever 
)mj  (Woridly  occafions  encroached  iipon  thofe  times,  i 
cvet>mt^  with  difappbintment,  though  in  thingj&  of  the 
moft  probable  fuccefs :  and  ever  let  it  be  fo  with*  me* 
It  hath  been  and  <:ver  (hall  be  to  me,  a  conviction  be- 
yiOnd  all  argument  and  demonftration  whatC^ever,  tliat 
God  expedts  the  obfervation  of  his  times :  and  that, 
.  \<thk\\t  1  find  fnyfftlf  thus  dealt  with^  Go4  hath  not  given 
.^vcsr  his  car<e  of  me*  It  would  be  a,  fad  pr^fage  unto 
rfuet'of  the  fe\'ere  anger  of  my  Maker,  if  my  inadver- 
'  tancc 


7#  QftSfdmMlfifiimnoa 

fstrict  flit)&H  eaft  tnc  upon  a  ten^poral  undertatingf  tkpdH 
thfedayi  and  that  it  fliould  prosper"  Thus  the  leiirncd 
and  pious  judge  Hale,  ^hb  fpake  from  his  own  e3(()bt{^ 
ciiee>  after  long  and  criticai  obfervation  of  dhrine  pifovi* 

AjfAift,  thei|u(^gniert8  which  often  follow  upon  the 
▼lolatibn  of  this  d.'y>  do  give  teftimony  to  its  divine  aU* 
thbrity.  How  fad  are  the  fpiritUal  ftrokes,  though  Ut*- 
t\e  noticed,  which  God  inflifts  upon  the  flighters  of  his 
holjdayj  by  giving  them  up  to  hatdnefs  of  heart,  feared^ 
ticvs  of  confcicnce,  and  vile  affeftioiis ;  fd  that  cofti- 
monly  they  fall  into  fcandalous  out- breakings,  and  ii6- 
torious  cirimcs,  proceeding  froni  evil  to  worfe,  till  they 
^  at  length  run  themfelves  into  fome  fatal  n^ifchief !  Aild, 
when  men  negleft  to  pUnifh  the  profatiatidn  of  this  day, 
the  Lord  ufually  takes  the  fword  into  hii  own  hand j  atid, 
by  vifible^enlporal  judgments,  plagues  the  pfofatters  df 
It.  If  the  violation  of  the  Jewifli  Sabbath  Was,  by  af  di- 
vine ordei',  puniOied  Wi^h  d<^ath,  undeir  the  law^  Eitod. 
xxxi  15 :  furdy  the  breach  of  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  (hM 
not  efcapfe  without  feme  fignal  marks  bf  the  divine  ven^ 
geance,  according  to  the  fcripture-thteatcnJngs^  which 
arc  levelled  againft  the  one  as  well  a$  the.  other,  ks  I 
Ihcwed  before.  Let  u&  not  fbtget  that  terrible  dentiA- 
ciatiott  of  judgment,  which  we  have  in  Jer.  xVit.  17» 
**  feut  if  you  Will  not  hearken  unto  me  to  hallbW  the 
SabbMh-day,  and  not  to  bea»  a  burden,  even  Entering  in 
at  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  on  the  Sabbadi  day  ;  then  will 
I  kindle  2!  fire  In  the  gates  thereof,  and  it  (haill  ddivour 
the  palaces  of  Jerufalem^  and  it  ihall  not  be  quenched*** 
The  Jews  (as  Atiguftine  obfchre$)  fell  generally  inr5 
this  grievous  fin  of  profaning  the  Sabbath  :  Fot  thoiigh 
t*cy  pr^tciidcd  to  halloa  itjbyforbeatiitgfei^ili'labbur 
upon  it ;  yet  upon  that  day  above  till  days,  they  dfed  f6 
pamper  the  flefli  with  carnal  delights,  and  rUn  into  the 
exceiies  of  gluttony  and  drunkcnnefs.  Againft  thefe  fins 
did  Ottr  Saviour  warn  them  ;  butj  they  perfifling,  the 
foreftid  direful  thrcatentng  was  at  length  ciaclly  fuU 
filled :  For  upon  that  very  day,  fo  irbufed  by  thcrti»  their 
regal  city  Jcrufalcnr,  the  glory  and  mafler  piece  of  the 
•Whole  earth,  wa$  burnt  down  to  the  groumH)y  the  Ro- 
mans 
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ijoam*  A^^  ^^  Hegtfip(xtt8  and  Dio  oUenrctioJ^avf 
^ea  done, on  the  Sabbath>day»  in  September,  ahoDt 
forty  years  after  Chrift's  death* 
.  An4  doy(h  not  that  prophetical  commlnation  concern 
ust,  as  well  za  the  Jews  ?  And  liave  we  not  caufe  ta 
fear  the  accompHOimeiit  of  It  for  the  breach  of  the 
(^hriftian  Sabbath  i  Ye9»  we  have  found  it  to  be  trao* 
Sotoe  impartial  obft^rvers  of  God's  jadg^ihents  in  tbft 
Wi^rld  have  remarked,  that  this  fm,  viz,  the  breach  of 
tbe  fourth  commandi  by  the  profane  pegk£l;  of  God's 
wor(hip  upon  the  Lord's  day,  ^aid  the  fpendin^  of  this 
time  in  open  works  of  imptety»  hath  been  frequently 
vi&ted  upon  cities  and  private  perfons,  by  confuming 
fires  that  have  happened  upon  this  day;  Of  which 
many  inftances  might  be  given  in  this  fame  ifland,  fl^ 
well  as  pther  parts  of  the  world.  That  fiery  predict 
tioa  againft  Jcrufalem  hath  been  oftener  than  once 
fulfilled,  and  executed  upon  the  two  capital  cities  there« 
of,  many  of  whofe  inl^bitants  have  been  as  guilty  of 
profaning  the  day  fet  apart  for  God's  fervice  as  ever 
tbe.Jew«  were*  In  hoxxdi^  this,  vice  reigned,  and  there 
1%  wad  dreadfully  puniflied  with  a  furious  4nd  afluwili- 
ipg  fire  in  the  year  1666,  which  laid  the  mod  part  of 
that  grea^  city,,  with,  its  faireft  churches  and  bmlduigs« 
in  r.ubbiCb>.i9  three  day^  fpa<;e:  And  it  is  remarkable^ 
th^t  that  dreadful  fire  lyroke  Corth  on  the  Lord'i^  day 
very  esiily  in  the  morning,,  b<^irig  the  fecond  day  oi 
Scptewhc:^^ 

lH^qM8H'e:in.£d!nbui:gbj^  where  Sabbath  breaking  yfoxf 
n^ch  abounded,  (as  appears  by  ths  ^s  of  ailK^iubly, 
made  agaijnil  that  fm)  the  faired  and  ilatelicit  of  its: 
buildings^  in  the  Pariiamem  ciQfs»  and  about  it,  (to 
ViucU  fcarce  any  in  Bxitain  were  comparable)  were;  on 
the  fourth  of  February  1500  (^being  the  Lord's  day) 
bu^t  ^wn  and  laid  in  aihcs,  and  riuua«  in  t';e  <fpace 
of  li^Uw  hours,  to. the  aftouitbment  and  cexror  of  die 
foriPwfuL  inhabitants ;  whereof  I  myfeif  wa^s  an  eye^ 
witne^^  :^  Apd.the.effv:c):softh^t  fine  are  vifihie  to  thisr 
4a|(4  Xca^  (q  gj^eat  was  the  terror  and  confuUon.  of 
tt^  l#Qr4*s  day*  that  the  people  of  the  city  were  in  iio» 
cafe  to  attend  any  feroion  or  public,  worihip  upon  it», 

though 
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though  there  was  a  preat  niimbcr  of  worthy  nniniffers 
conYcncd  in  the  plice,  (befidc  the  reverend  miniftcrs 
of  the  city)  ready  to  have  prayed  with  or  preached  td 
the  people  on  that  fad  occafion  ;  for  the  General  Aflcm- 
bly  was  Gtting  there  at  the  time :  But  the  difmal  cafe 
of  the  city  made  this  in^pra6>icable:  However  the  Lord 
himfclf,  by  that  filent  Sabbath,  did  loudly  preach  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  thfe  city,  fett^ng  forth  to  'them,  in  a 
mod  awakening  manner,  the  great  fin>nd  danger  of 
irreligious  neglefting  of  God's  worftiip  upon  the  Lord*« 
.day,  and  profaning  it,  **  by  doing  their  own  works, 
and  finding  their  own  pleafures  '* 

I  have  read  of  the  town  of  Stratford  upon  Avon, 
that  it  was  twice,  upon  the  Lord'«  days,  almoR:  con- 
fumed  with  iire,  chiefly  for  prophaning  the  Lord's  day, 
and  contemning  his  word  in  the  mouth  of  his  faithful 
ir.inifter.  The  like  alfo  might  be  told  of  fevsrai  towns 
in  Scotland. 

Dt  Beard,  in  his  theatre  of  God's  judgementiJ,  telU 
us  of  the  town  of  Feverton  in  Dcvonfhire,  that  was 
often  admonifhed  by  her  godly  paftor,  that  God  would 
bring  fome  heavy  judgement  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place,  for  their  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  oc- 
caHoned  chiefiy  by  preparing  for  their  weekly  marked 
which  they  then  held  on  the  Monday.  Accordingly, 
very  foon  after  the  faid  minifter's  death,  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1598,  God  fent  a  terrible  fire,  which  in  Itfs  than 
half  an  hour  confumed  the  whole  town^  except  the 
church,  the  court-houfe,  alms-houfes,  and  a  few  poor 
people's  dwellings  ;  where  a  man  might  have  fecn  four 
hundred  dwelling* houfes  all  at  once  on  fire,  and  above 
fifty  perfons  confumed  in  the  flames.  But  the  remain* , 
ing  inhabitants  not  taking  warning  by  the  former  judge-  ' 
ment,  but  continuing  in  the  fame  fin,  the  town  was  a- 
gain  fired  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  161 2»  (fourteen  years 
after  the  former  fire)  and  aU  confumed,  except  a  few 
poor  houfes*  The  htftorian  adds,  that  they  are  blind 
who  fee  not  in  this  the  finger  of  God  :  and  he  prays  for 
grace  to  the  people  of  that  city,  when  it  is  next  built, 
to  change  their  market  day,  aind  to  remove  all  eccafions 
of  profaning  the  Lord's  day. 

Dr 


P.r  IVifr  ^ori  Ac  Sabbath,  relates  a  pafffigc  thit 
happened  it)^  liedfor4-(hirCt  not  \on^  befqie  hif  wrjiing 
thati  book.  .'  A  matdb  at  foot>ball  being  appointed  otk 
df^e  Sabhati)  after{XQOo»  vhilft  two  of  the  mpft  foi^avdr 
were  m,i^t  \^Mtt;f^  tolling  of  a  bell:,  to  call  the  coaipam 
ny.  togeU)9^»  ^bcne  was  fuddenljr  heard  a  clap  x)f  tbtaOr 
d^r,  aiid  ^4*^  °f  lightning  was  feea  by.  foitic  fha^l  fot. 
in  the  f;;hf|r^^  .pOTch,.  coming  through  a  dark  hiieV 
i|hich  nafliefl  |n  their  faces^  and  much  terri(ii94/th^|n.ti 
^d,^  paling  thro^gb  the  porch  into  th^e  <bf;lffi^9  if. 
ti^ped^up.Us  |)cols  that  was  tolling  thebeil,  aBplftrudc 
him  dark  aead  %  and  the  other  that,  was  with  ^m  waf 
lb  forely  J)laft^  therewith,  that  ihortly  after  bfc  died 


jV^r  Cl^rkf  ip  bis  father's  life^  p:  1 2S|.  hath  a  .Verif 
fl^rm^g-^pai^age,  'to  this  purpofe.  Mr  Huglpi  Clark 
p|j^^j^i)g  4  P^ndk  in  Northampton- (hirei  wbfre.tbe 
people  were*  generally  very  ignorant,  and  much.^ddidled 
tQjfbp  Br9C^p^ioj;i  of  the  Lord's  day,  by  Whiti^  al<9« 
Mpncc-44ncc8,  and  fuch  paftimest  which  hp»  np^cht  feti 
h|fnle]f  agaififts  endeavouring  to  convince  theifiqf  tdl^ 
e^d,  20  ^e^^nct^g  God's  judgments  agaipft  them  t a 
cajj^^of  peiripyerance ;  But  they  b^Qg  trained  up  in  !th9fa.> 

fr)^and liajrdened  by,cuftom,<perfi(led  ftili  in. their 
^n^a.  '.  At  laft,  on  a  Lord's  da^,  the  Jcadcir  oC.thb 
^Djfipg  a  lufty.  young  m^n,  in  the  n^ft  of  ^Mf 
p^^^p^)j(aftiaiesj  fell  down  fuddeoly,  and  4iQd;.!bii^tr 
th^  (j;>on  qial^Qg  off  their  feart  re^unied  tatjl^ir  vomici 
agajf^  jr|i^  ;pord's.day  folWwing^  Mr  Clark  took  oc4 
caJ^iOn,  ,^p\  this  fad  difpei^^^tiqn^/to  quote  the  fofe** 

^*i^-!?^fei:J^'^'7*^"'  ^5^  **  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  hearken 
unt9^  mj^.  ]tQ^ha)|pw  the  SabWh.  day,.  then^iU  I  ktadle 
a  ni^Q.,, -2(9^ ^i^u^e, people  kicked  agamft  theleiadmonl*. 
tiopf^^^^pa  (h^ .fame evening  went  toth^ir  fpprts  again  ^ 
ai|ipQg  >r^ap  ^^s  ?  fnilfth  that  wa^  ^  chi<if  ringleader  3 
^^.^'^ »Jc4^^m^^  God*. 4U  very  inext  d^yir  two  hu&iiod 
m^p  c^impg  tQ.bis  fliop  to  (harpeasi  their  plough  ibarAS^ 
ajpati^^pw.the  rtdf.hot  w»<;^a«  bo  was  beating  it «up*- 
on^fhg^aui^il,  ^c»rintD.;thc»tbaicl?f  which  bath  the  frtiith 
and,!aj$  4i^ljWi9«5^ ^w,  but  had  no  power  to  tmpKCito-* » 
wards  it  \  which  prefently  burnt  down  tht  kai^^  tbop» 
Vol.  IV.  K  hoafc, 
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houfe,  and  all  his  ^oods.  This  Mr  Clark  preffed  upon 
their  confcicnces  :  but  nothing  would  prevail,  till  at  laft, 
upon  a  Sabbath  day  at  night,  when  they  were  retired 
to  their  fevcral  homes,  there  was  heard  a  great  noife , 
and  rattling  of  chains  up  and  down  the  town,  which 
was  accompanied  with  fuch  a  fmell  and  ftink  of  fire  and 
brimftone,  that  many  of  their  guilty  confciehces  fug- 
gefted  to  them,  that  the  devil  was  come  to  fetch  them 
away :  Arid  now,  and  not  rill  now,  they  began  to  think 
in  good  earneftnefs  of  a  reformation. 

Mr  Clark,  in  his  examples,  tells  us  of  one  Mr  Abber* 
ly,  a  godly  miniftcr' in  Burton  upon  Trent,,  who  took 
oceafion  often  to  reprove  and  threaten  Sabbath  break- 
ers, efpecially  fuch  as  fold  and  bought  meat  upon  Sab~ 
bath  day  hiornings,  a  pra£lice  too  common  in  that  place. 
Ncvcrthelcfs,  there  was  a  taylor,  that  dwelt  in  the  up* 
per  end  of  the  town,  who  would  go  through  the  long 
ftreet  (as  it  were  in  a  bravado)  to  the  other  end  of  the 
'  town,  and  fetch  home  meat  on  the  Lord's  day  morning; 
but  as  he  returned  with  both  his  hands  full,  in  the  midft 
of  the  ftreet  he  fell  down  ftark  dead.  I  was  (faith  Dr 
Teatc)  an  eye-witnefs,  both  of  his  fall  and  burial :  And 
it  pleafed  God  thereby  to  work  fome  reforihation>  both 
among  the  butchers  and  others. 

Alfo  he  relate^,  from  one  Mr  Falconer,  minifter  of 
Burford  near  Sali{bury,  a  fearful  example  of  God's  ju- 
ftice,,  about  the  year  1635.  A  prophane  company  of 
young  men,  on  the  Lord's  day,  early  in  the  morning, 
went  to  Claringdon  park,  to  cut  down  a  May-pole  \ 
and  having  loaden  the  cart  with  it,  at  Mihier^s  Bars, 
entering  into  the  city  of  Salrfbury,  one  of  the  cart- 
wheels fell  into  a  rut,  which  made  the  young  tree  in 
the  cart  (which  they  had  ftole  for  a  May- pole)  to  give 
a  great  furgc  on  one  fide,  fo  that  it  (truck  one  of  the 
company  fuch  a  blow  on  the  head,  that  it  beat  out  his 
brains,  and  he  inftantly  died  on  the  place,  and  lay  there 
a  fearful  fpcaacle  of  God's  wrath,  both  againft  that 
heathenifh  fport  and  wilful  prophaning  of  the  Sabbath; 
whilft  he  maketh  the  very  thing  they  had  chofcn  for 
their  fport  and  paftime,  to  be  the  inftrument  of  execut- 
ing his  fury.  The  author  faith,  that  Jie  diligently  en- 
quired 


qnirell  2Sjm.ih^  ti^uth^f  this  matter*  at  hU  firft  goinjr 
tp  Samm  (  find  masy  gQ4ly  an<i  credible  pecfons,  who 
htid.feeai  d>^|  fad  (pe£i«gle»  in  hi&  hearing  attefted  it  to 
be  jfo.as.above  narmed. 

Alfo,  in.  the  qounty.  of  Devon,  one  Edward  Amert^ . 
<Uth4  a  eeQr^^»<^nt  ha¥uig  been  pained  in  his  (eet,  and 
betng^  fo«^whi9t  reo^Yeredt  one  (aid  un)to  him,  .He  was 
i  g^ad.to  fe4  him  fo  aimWe,  Ameridith  replied^  Tha^  he 

doiubited  nojb  but  40  dance  about  the  May- pole  next 
Lord's  day  \  but,  before,  he  mpYed-ot^t  of  |Jfat  plac?,  he 
was  f mitten  with  fuch  feeblenefs  of  heart,  and  <l>z2i- 
nefsitn  Ilia  he4(J«  that,  deGrini:  hetp.to  eajry  him  to  an 
bottfe,  hei  died  b^f^re  the  Lord's  day  came*. 

Dr  Trnfa/on  t\it  S»bbath»  ldl9,  Tliat  at  a  place  called 
Tid^rprdb,  on  the  .Sabbath  day,  many  being vinet  toge- 
thjBf  16  pldy  at  foot-batl  in  the  church  ya^d,  one  had  his 
leg  brokr,. which  prefently  ganjireptog,  h^  forthwith 
died  irh4tacof*  *  Lifcewife  at.  Alcefter  in  Warwickfhirc, 
2>JA(ly  young  srofuan  (.upoo  the  coming  forth  of  the  • 
deshfadoQ  for  fpjMrts)  went  on  tha  Sabbath  day  to  a 
gteeaopt  Tcicy  ^far  off,  wb^e  (he  faid,  (he. would  dance 
sa  long  as  (beccuildftand;  Biit,^wluil^  (he  ws^s  dancings 
God  ibruck  her  with  a  violent  difeafe,  whereof^  within , 
t¥K>  or  three  days  after,  (he  died. 
t  Bsatdiin  htt»  theatte^  writes  of  a  certain  nobleman, 
thyat  ufedjtok^p;  a  Iwintingon.  the  ]Lpi4  a  ^f  \v^  tii(&e  of 
farmoo^^  mhof  J^ad  a  cbiU  by  his  wife  >»ith  a  head  like 
a^.^dopr,.and  ^.howled  HtKC.  a  hound. 

I  (lUu  conclude  wi^h  ope  exaniple  mox^  from  Mr 
Ck«k;'>  He-^Qs^ao^ountof  agodly  cnwfter,.  that  one 
day  Waaf>ireacbing$.  and.eavnellty  prefllng  the  fapflifi- 
cation  .o£  th(e  Sabbatha.  aod,  in  his  (ermon,  he.  had  oc- 
caii^n  iQ  0)ake  nq^ntio^  of  that  nxan,  that,  by  the  fpecial 
oameiaadnkent  of  God,  waa  ftoped  to  death  for  gather- 
ii^  ftichs  otv  tb«  Sabbath  daiy.  Whereupon  one  in  the 
oongregation  was  fe  wicked,  as  to  rife  up  and  laugh  ; 
yea,  madfi.all  the  haflic  he  couM  out  of  the  church,  and 
went  tjQ^ga^ring  of  (licks,  though  he  had  no  need  of 
tlftf na :  But,  when  the  people  came  out  from  the  fer* 
mon,  they  found  him  in  their  way,  lying  (lark  dead, 
with  the  bundle  of  fticks  in  his  arms.  Thefts  indances 
K  a  of 
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of  divine  vengeance,  infii<^ed  upon  the  profaners  of  the 
Lord's  day,  may  contribute  very  much  to  confirm  us 
in  the  belief  of  the  divine  inftitotion  of  thi«  holy  day  ; 
and  likewife  may  fervc  to  w^rn  all  ranks  and  decrees 
of  perfons,  to  guard  againft  the  contempt  and  violation 
of  the  Lord's  day.  The  Lord  indeed  exercifcth  great 
lon^-fuffering  and  patience  towards  many  notorious 
Sabbath- breakers,  to  (hew  us  that  there  is  a  judgment 
to  come :  But  neverthelefs  he  makes  monuments  of 
fome,  to  let  \y  know,  that  "  verily  there  is  a  God  that 
judgeth  in  the  earth." 

Many  more,cxamples  might  be  brought,  if  it  were 
needful,  from  all  corners  of  the  land  ;  but  I  truly  be- 
lieve, there  are  few  ferious  obfervers  of  providence,  but 
might  relate  many  fad  inftancos  of ^  the  difcovcry  of 
God's  'difpleafure  againft  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's 
day,  from  their  own  experience  and  obfervation. 

'After  all,  I  hope,  jtherc  is  none  that  fears  God,  loves 
•Chrift,  and  believes  the  holy  fcriptures,  but  will  fee 
thefe  arguments  which  I  have  adduced,  to  be  convin- 
cing demonftrations  of  the  neceility  of  fan£tifying  the 
Lord's  day,  and  honouring  it  as  God's  Sabbath,  to  the 
ciid  of  the  Vorld.  , 

Now,. to  fum  up  the  whole,  let  us  lay  all  thefe  toge^ 
ther  :  The  folid  ground  for  the  morality  of  the  fourth 
command,  the  weighty  reafons  of  the  change  of  the 
day,  and  the  fpecial  marks  pf  honour  that  Chrift  hath 
put  upon  thi&  holy  day ;  it  being  the  day  in  which  he 
firft  made  the  light  to  (bine,  the  day  wherein  alfo  the 
SSun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe,  difpelling  the  clouds  of  guilt 
and  fear ;  the  day  he  fubdued  his  enemiesi  manifefted 
himfelf  to  his  difciples,  an;l  taught  them  his  will ;  the 
day  he  fent  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  his  apoftles;  the  day 
he  hath  called  by  his  o\irn  name,  and  referved  for  his 
own  ufe,  and  upon  which  he  holds  fpecial  cornmunion 
with  his  people,  and  vouchfafes  them  the  marks  of  his 
royal  favour ;  the  day  which  God  highly  honours  by 
his  providential  difpenfations.  And  will  it  not  then 
be  judged  an  high  affront  to  Almighty  Godj  to  pour 
contempt  on  that  day  whicR  he  delights  to  honour? 
Surely  it  ought  to  be  matter  of  grief  to  all  true  loyers 
*  •     -  of 
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of  God,  when  they  fee  it  done.  We  are  told,  that,  when 
one  of  Darius's  ieunuchs  ftw  Alexander  fetting  his  feet- 
on  a  rich  table  of  his  mafter's  he  fell  a  weeping ;  and  be* 
ing  aiked  the  reafort  of  it,  he  faid,  "  It  was  to  fee  the 
table  his  mafter  fo  highly  edeemed,  now  made  a  foot- 
ftool."  And  may  we  not  weep  to  fee  the  day  that  God 
hath  honoured^  and  blefled,  and  for  which  he  is  fo  high- 
ly concerned  made  a  footftool,  and  trampled  on  by  fj. 
many  profane  perfons  in  our  days  ?  To  be  fure,  God 
will  not  fit  with  fuch  open  affronts  as  he  gets  fro  n  fon^c 
in  this  matter. 

Thus,  I  think  I  have  demonftrated  the  morality  of  the 
fo&fth  command,  and  the  divine  inflitution  bf  the  Lord's 
day  for  our  Chriftian  Sabbath  ;  which,  by  necefTiry  con- 
fequMice,  proves  the  abolition  of  the  JeWifh  feventh 
day  Sabbath.  For  though  there  were  no  other  fcripture 
warrant  for  aboliftiing  the  old  Sabbath,  (which  nevcr- 
thelefs  there  is,  as  I  (hewed  before)  yet  feeing  it  is  c- 
Tident  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  "  the  Lord  of  the 
Sabbath/'  bath  by  his  refurrcftion,  example  and  autho- 
rity, for  cv^r  confecrated  the  firit  day  of  the  week,  for 
the  folemn  remembrance  and  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
reft  from  the  ejreat  work  of  redemption,  and  of  that  un- 
parailelled  deliverance  wrought  by  him  for  a  loft  world, 
and  thereby  hath  fet  apart  the  firft  day.for  our  Sabbath ; 
then,  of  cpurfe,  the  old  feventh  day  muft  cede,  and  re- 
fign  its  fanftity  to  it,  and  be  for  ever  abrogated.  The 
Chriftian  Sabbath  muft  neceffarily  cxtinguilh  the  Jewifti, 
feeing  the  two  Sabbath  days  cannot  ftand  in  force  to- 
gether :  For,  by  virtue  of  the  fourth  command,  there 
is  hjit  one  day  of  feven  to  be  obfarved  for  the  Sabbath, 
one  day  only  after  fix  working  days,  and  not  two  after 
five.  And  fince  it  is  the  ancient  and  unrepealed  inftl- 
tution  of  God,  that  men  fliould  labour  fix  days  of  the 
week,  and  obfervc  but  one  day  for  the  Sabbath  ;  then 
furely,  if  we  fliould  labour  but  five  days  of  the  week 
and  keep  tvo  for  the  Sabbath,  we  would  cxprefsly 
violate  the  law.  So  thit  no  Chriftians  need  to  hive 
the  leaft  fcruple  about  the  abrogation  of  the  Jewilli 
Sabbath. 

Btit 
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But  tliough  the  fevcnth  day  he  now  dlvefted  -of  Mm 
fancthy^  and  hath  tio  more  claim  to  the  Sabbath,  hkvmjf^ 
refiprned  all  its  dignity  tnd  privileift*^  ta+he-firft  ^ay  of* 
thewetk,  the  New  TeOamcnt  Sabbath  ;yel^fttUil  haith' 
the  hoTicuT  of  ulherin^  k  in,  ami  of  feririftg  a»  a  p?©-' 
paration  day  for  it.  Aa  the  Jcwrfti  typical  woTfhip 
uftered  in  -the  evanj?eFical  fpiritoal  worfhif  ?  and  the 
Jcwifli  deHvetanccs  from  Eprypt  and  Babylon  i»«crr  pfc* 
paratory  to  that  more  glorious  afi4  general  onre  front 
hell  and  deflruftion  by  Jefus  Chrift^  vhithitf  this;  day 
commemoT^ted.  So  the  Jcwifh  feventh  ^yr  Babbath' 
fcrves^  to  tifher  in  and  prepare  us  for  the  'gl(5friou§  fefti- 
val  t)f  the  Chriftixn  Sabbath,  which  ii  tOMtowtiniie  white' 
Chrift  hath  a  church;  upon  earth,  beirig  the-  cni(y 'dary 
appointed 'to- i>e  kept  in  remembrance  of-  him,  *  and.  •««. 
fervrng'tfe  uft)er  in  and  prcfirarc  us  for  that  fat^  tiioorit* 
gldrious  and  cdcftial  Sabbath  above,  whii^  fliall  nevirf 
have  an  end.  '  ^      i.  .^         , 

O  then  endeavour  by  al?  means  to  g«t  and  k«ep«  «f^' 
^  high  ejftcem  of  the  Lord's day^, -diat'day  which.CliMll 
hath  exalted  abore  all  the  dafs  of  the*treeky  and  .^bdve 
aJ!;the  Jewifh  SaW>aths  ant!  feftiirals  wh^tfom^rcr i  ^  Qf - 
thcinf  fn  cotnparifonr  of  the  Lord's  day^  wr  mdy  fey 
in  allufion  to  that  word,  Heb*  r.  i  k  iT'.  **They^pcrifli, 
but'thou  remaifieft  ;  and  they  all  wax  old  lifce  a  gar**^ 
ment,  and  as  ii  vefture  thou  haft  Jnlded  them  up^  and 
they  are  changed-;  but  thorn  (halt  (maugre  all  thd  maKee 
of  men  and  devils')  continue  the  fame,  and' <hy  yeftfa^- 
ftiaHtrot  fail."  Thefe  weifc  but  as  monitng  ^ar9»  to 
ufber  in  the  fun.  Other  fed ivals,  in  alithfeir royal ty^  are 
not  arrayed  iikc  thee.  All  the  graces  triumph  ir»  thee  (j 
ajl  the  ordinances  confpire  to  adorn  thee  5  'the  facred 
Trinitydo^eligbtinthecr  the  Fatherrule^h  theB>  the  Son 
rofe  upon  thee,  and  the  Spirit  hath  overfliadowrd  thee. 
Thus  is  it  done  to  the  day  which  the  King  eiheavea  de^ 
Hghteth  to  honour  ;  And'  what  fhalibedoneto  theman 
that  delightethto  difhonour  and  putconierhpt  upon  thee? 

Surely,  as  "  God  will  not  hold  him  guihlefs"  that 
breaks  tKe  third  command,  *'  by  taking  hb  name  in  vatR( 
fo  he  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs  that  breaks  the  foctrl^ 
commandment;  by  fpending  his  day  in  vain.  And  though 
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the  breakers  of  thid  cdmmandmcnt  may  efenpe  punifb* 
mcnt  from  men,  or  may  even  cfcape  outward  judgment! 
from  God  in  "this  wor)d ;  yet  there  is  a  day  coming:, 
when  he  will  call  them  to  account  for  it.  Oh  finnera ! 
the  day  of  the  Lord  is  like  to  be  a  dreadful  day  to  you 
that  defpife  the  Lord's  day. 

^ejt.  VI.  What  is  that  proportion  of  time  which 
is  to  be  fequeftrated  and  allowed  for  the  Sabbath  day  ? 
and  ^hcn  doth  it  begin  and  end  ? 

Anf.  The  fourth  command  requires  one  day  in  ev6ry 
feven ;  by  which  we  are  not  to  underftand  only  the 
artificial  day  from  fun^rifini;  to  fun^fetting,  or  from  the 
break  of  day  until  Ae  darknefs  of  the  night  come  on, 
and  think  then  the  Sabbath  is  over,  atid  that  we  are  no 
longer  bound  to  abftain  from  our  own  works ;  and  far 
lefs  are  we  to  think  that  the  Sabbath  is  no  longer  than 
the  time  of  public  worfhip  doth  laft,  and  that  we  are 
at  freedom  from  the  work  and  duties  of  the  Sabbath 
when  that  is  over :  This  fome  fay  in  word8»  and  many 
more  in  their  pra£lice. 

But,  confider  what  abfurdities  would  follow  here- 
upon :  For,  if  no  more  time  be  allowed  for  the  Sabbath, 
but  the  time  of  public  worfiiip ;  then  it  would  foUoir, 
that  God  requires  rK>  private  or  fecret  duties  from  us 
on  that  dayj  fmce  thefe  will  need  fome  more  time : 
But  that  cannot  be  \  for,  if  private  and  fecret  duties  be 
required  of  us  oii  week  days,  then  much  more  on  the 
Sabbath  day. 

Again,  it  would  follojiv,  that  fome  mull  keep  longer 
Sabbaths,  and  others  fhorter ;  nay,  the  Sabbath  of  many 
ihall  not  be  above  an  hour  or  two  of  the  day ;  for  there 
are  minifters  and  people  who  are  fcarce  fo  long  at  pub- 
lic wprfhip :  But  the  whole  ^ay  i^  the  Lord's^  and  not 
a  part  only.  You  will  have  your  fef  vants  to  work  the 
whole  (jx  Mteek  days  for  you,  from  morning  to  night, 
and  ntSt  be -contented  with  their  working  an  hour  or 
two  only  of  thefe  days :  So  neither  (hould  you  yield 
left  to  God  than  you  require  for  yourfehres.  Nay,  if 
attendance  on  the  public  worfliip  were  all  that  is  re- 
quifite  this  day,  by  virtue  of  the  command,  it  would 
follow^  that  11  man  would  be  loofed  from  the  obligation 
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of  the  command,  if  he  were  in  a  place  of  tbe  world 
where  God  is  not  publicly  wor(hipped. 

But  all  thefe  things  being  abfurd,  I  do  upon  folid 
ground^  aflert,  that  the  whole  natural  day,  confiding  of 
twenty -four  hoursi  is  to  be  fet  apart  for  the.  Sabbath 
day  ;  and  that  we  ought  to  meafure  this  day,  and  be- 
gin and  end  it,  as  we  do  other  days^  that  is,  from  mid- 
night to  midnight ;  during  which  time  we  are  to  ab« 
(tain  from  our  own  works,  and  fandify  the  Lord's 
Sabbath :  For  the  fourth  command  binds  us  to  con* 
fecrate  the  feventh  part  of  /  every  week  to  the  Lord* 
who  chatlcngeth  a  fpecial  property  in  one  of  feven, 
and  ailerts  his  juft  title  thereto,  faying,  ^^  The  feventh 
day  is  the  Lord's :"  And  alfo  Ifa.  Iviu  13.  be  ezprefsly 
calls  ic,  '*  My  holy  day.**  It  is  all  holy ;  and  therefore 
no  part  muft  be  profaned  or  applied  to  common  ufes* 
It  is  all  the  Lord's ;  and  fo  it  is  unlawful  for  us  tp  rob 
him  of  any  part  of  it,  and  alienate  it  to  our  private  ufe. 

ObjeB.  But  who  is  sible  to  fpend  the  whole,  twenty 
four  hours  in  religious  duties  ? 

Anf.  I  do  hot  fay  that  this  is  to  be  done  without  any 
intermiflion  \  for  we  do  not  this  in  following  our  em- 
ployments on  other  days :  A  due  proportion  of  every 
day  is  to  be  referved  for  the  natural  fupport  of  our 
bodres,  and  particularly  for  moderate  eating  and  deep- 
ing, which  are  works  of  neceflity,  and  muft  be  allowed 
on  the  Sabbath,  as  well  as  other  days  \  with  this  differ- 
ence only,  that,  whereas  they  are  done  on  other  days 
to  enable  us  for  labour,  they  are  to  be  done  on  the 
Sabbath  to  itrengthen  us  for  holy  duties ;  and  fo  can- 
not properly  be  called  our  own  works :  Neither  can 
the  doing  thereof  be  called  a  taking  of  God's  time  to 
our  own  ufe,  fince  this  contributes  to  our  better  fpend- 
ing  of  God's  time,  and  is  truly  necefiary  for  God's 
fervtce  on  the  Sabbath.  But,  befides  the  time  requi- 
fite  for  the  works  of  neceOUy  and  mercy,  the  whole 
ntltural  day,  as  above  defc^ribedjis  holy  unto  the  Lord, 
and  ought  to  be  employed  in  religious  duties  \  and  not 
a  part  of  the  day  only  :  B9th  Sabbath  morning  and 
Sabbath  night,  (hould  be  fpent  in  prayer  and  praiTes,  as 
is  plain  from  the  92d  Pfalm>  which  is  intituled,  ^^  A 

pfalm 


}ifalm  orlttig  £tk  the  fabbadi'dty,"  rtr.  t.  and  ver.  2. 
wc  aie  Krid,  that  ^  It  is  good  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lbidy  and^w  forth  bis  lovine  kindneft  m  the  morn- 
ing, artf  hta  £aithfulRe&  every  night /^  'But  more  of 
this  afterwiirds,  when  I  come  dktOif  to  treat  of  the 
fxn&i&czuoH  txf  xht  Sabbath.  And,  before  t  do  thii,  t 
judge  it  ntixfiary  to  anfwer  foine  objefliocis  bvovghc 
i^nft  the  mokaHty  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  change  of 
t&d!ay«  :  ' 

'Qpalcer^y'  Famtlifts,  and  odier«,  Mding  tbtt  there  it^ 
no  d2%cettce  of  days,  and  fo  denying  the  divine  autho* 
iiry  oftlK  Saibbath,  I  (ball  coniidev  ^t  they  fay* 

:  Shm^  xihjiBions  a§ahifi  the  former  doctrint  mfvotni^ 

l^tlt^  1.  ^  Svery  day  ought  to  be  a  Sabbath  td  a 
Ch^iAito,  and  fo  there  is  no  need  of  a  fet  day.*' 

iifff/  'Tho\igh  Chriftiaue  fliould  firve  God,  and  wsilk 
vfth  hinn  ieve/y  day,  yet  they  cannot  nuke  every  day  a 
Sabbath  for  the  public  wotftup  of  God,  fince  God  calls 
ibem  to  other  nece^y  work  and  bufinefs  ther«upon» 
itUdiiO^  kicsoniiftent  with  the  fokmn  fpiritual  em* 
pbykNbot  of  the  Sabbath. 

Objm.  2.  ^  Paul,  in  his  eniftle  to  the  Galatians,,  and 
tUbwh^te,  condemns  the  x)b(ervatioa  of  days  under  the 

Af.  'File  a|>oftIe  fpeaks  only  of  the  JewUh  Sabbath 
aai|"m{itirtii  H^hidi  where  (hadows  of  rbtngs  to  come, 
ur^^Eibdlrflied  by  Cbnft*8  comiog ;  but  not  of  the  Lord's 
hst^sAxnAi  dte  apoftle  himfelf  obfervedj  and  did  parti- 
cularly recommend  to  the  Galatians  their  obfervatioDi 
1  Cor*xvi.  1V2. 

OfjtB.  J.  *^  The  Sabbath  was  given  as  a  type  or  fign 
sQly  to  the  Jews ;  therefore  it  muft  be  abolifted  with 
the  reft  of  their  types  and  ceremonies.'* 

AnL  1 .,  The  Sabbath  is  indeed  laid  to  be  given  as  a 
figti  betwiirGod  andhis  people^  Ezek.  xx.  ,i2v  But 
&t  is  hot  confined  to  th^ .people  of  the  Jews,  '(<^xcep€ 
a8lx>  the  ieventfa  day  Sabbath  only,  of  which  i  fpoke 
before)  but  to  be  e;ctended  to  all  God^s  people  to  the 
endof  tfae^orld. 

Vol.  IV*  K  a.  There 
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fta  'bf  ihe  divine  InftUutipH 

2.  There  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  a  fign  and  3 
ceremony,  which  is  an  alterable  thing.  The  rainbow 
is  called  a  fign,  Gen.  ix*  God's  morat  precepts  are  call- 
ed figns,  Dcut.  vi  8.  Yet  none  will  fay  that  thefc  arc 
ceremonies,  or  alterable  things. 

.3.  Some  figns  are  ceremonial  and  alterable  ;  others 
are  moral  and  perpetual :  The  Sabbath  is  not  a  fign  of 
the  firft,  but  of  ..the  latter  fort.  .  Indeed,  all  the  figns 
and  types  of'  the  facrificc  of  the  Meffiah,  and  juftifica- 
tion  by  Chrift  to  come,  were  nailed  all  to  the  crofs  with 
him,  and  abrogated  ;  birt  all  figns  were  not  of  this  kind* 
The  rainbow  is  given  as  a  fign  of  tKe  world's  prcfcrva- 
tion  from  a  deluge,  and  is  perpetual :  The  Ten  Com- 
maiidments.  are  given  as  probative  figns  of  our  obe- 
dience, and  are  perpetual,  and  fo  is  the  Sabbath.  In- 
deed, the  Sabbath  is  a  more  peculiar  fign  than  any  of 
the  reft  of  the  commands,  and  therefore  is  emphatically 
called  a  fign  feveral  times  in  fcripture. 
.  1 .  It  is  ^  fign  of  GodiS  fpecial  love  and  favour  to  his 
peoplie  :  The  Sabbath  is  a  great  bleffing  and  privilege 
to  them  ;  for  which  Nehemiah  gives  God  thanks  in  a 
fpecial  manner,  Neh.  ix.  14.  of  which  more  afterward. 

2.  It  is  a  fign  of  that  eternal  reft  above,  provided  for 
the  pgsople  of  God.  . 

.  3»  The  religious  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath  is  a  de- 
clarative fign  of  our  fan£lification  ;  therefore  it  is  faid^ 
Exod;  xxxi.  and  £zek.  xx.  that  the  Lord  gave  his  peo- 
ple iSabbaths  and  figns,  that  "  they  might  know  that 
he  was  the  Lord  that  fan£iified  them.''  So  that  it  is 
plain  from  thefe,  that  the  Sabbath  is  a  fign  to  us  as  well 
as  to  the  Jews. 

OhjeEi.  4.  «*  But,  (fay  Quakers  and  other  feftaries,) 
there  is  no  hohnefs  in  days,  one  time  is  not  better  than 
another ;  and  therefore  the  Sabbath  doth  not  differ  from 
o|her  days  in  the  week." 

Anf,  I  grant,  one  day  is  not  holier  than  another 
in  itfelf,  (as  one  placq  is  not  moreiioly  4n  its  own  na- 
ture than  another)  yet  it  may  be  holier  in  refpe£t  of 
its  ufe.  Thus  the  Sabbath  day  hath  a  relative  holinefs 
in  it,  as  it  is  deTigned  and  appropriated  to  God's  ufe 
and  fervice,  and  therefore  muft  not  be  alienated  to  ufea 
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irf  our  own  ;  for  this  would  be  facrilege,  which  is  si 
heinous  crime.  Hence  it  i<i,  that  the  Lord  doth  ex- 
pifefji»y  call  theSaobath  a  hy/y  day.  ICu  Iviii    13 

ObjeB  5,  "  But  (fay  they)  doth  God  require  us 
.  to  be  nnore  religious  and  godly  at  one  time  than  an- 
other?*' '       •  • 

An/  There  are  fometrmes  that  God.  requires  us  (0 
give  ourfeJrcs  more  to  religion,  and  to  cx-^rcfs  it  more 
by  6utw;ird  a£ts  of  worihip*  than  at  other  tin>es«  I 
grants  that  we  ou(;ht  always  to  be  religXQua,  and  to 
fervc  and  worCbip  God  every  day  of  the  week.^  but 
God,  in  his  wiftiom,  hath  thought  fit  to  fet  apart  4  cerr 
tain  fcafon,  whrrein  he  requires  more  of  the.  folemn, 
external  and  vifible  exerciies  of  religion,  and  perfpr-- 
mance  of  holy  duties,  than  at  other  times.  The  rea. 
fons  of  his  fo  doing  I  mentioned  before. 

Some  objeBions  againft  the  change  of  the  day  anfwered.  • 
OhjecU  I.  ^'    riie  kventh  dny  8abbath  was  mlhtuted 
in  the  ftate  of  mnocency  \  therefore  it  is  to  be  held  as 
moral  and  unalterable" 

Anf  The  inditution  of  the  Sabbath,  or  confecra* 
tion  of  y^  one  day  in  feven  to  the  Lord,"  may  be  henc^ 
concUi4ed  tmral  and  perpetual,  fmce  the  reafon  and 
ground  o{«  it  is  fuch,  as  was  (hewed  before  \  hut  it  will 
not  follow,  that  the  determination  of  the  precife  day  of 
the  week  is  moral  and  unalterable  alfo,  fince  the  Law* 
giver*  who  appointed  it«  not  only  could,  but  adually 
hath  altered  it,  as  was  (hewed  already.  Every  thing  that 
God  did  bid  or  forbid  our  firft  parents,  in  a  ftate  of 
idnocency,  wals  not  moral  or  unalterably  good,  or  evil 
in  itfelf,  as  appears  from  the  inftance  of  prohibiting  19 
'*  cat  erf  the  tree  df  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ;"  tliis 
was  a  law  merely  pofitive,  and  alterable  in  itfelf.  Lajlly^ 
Though  the  Sabbath  of  th^  feventhday  was  appointed 
in  the  ftate  of  innocency,  and  probably  would  have  con- 
tinued unalterably,  if  the  fdll  had  not  intervened,  and 
no  greater  work  than  that  of  the  creation  had  been 
wrought:  Yet,  after  the  fall,  God  made' the  feventh^, 
day  tSabbath  peculiar  to  the  old  occonomy  or  difpenfa- 
lion  of  the  covenant,  and  alterable  together  with  it, 
K  2  upon, 
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upon  his  accomplifliing  the  far  more  gloriotts  work  •! 
oat  ttdemption. 

ObjtB.  2.  <«  The  Ifraelitcs  arc  injoinod  to  obfenre  the 
Sabbath  throughout  their  genersftlons,  <'  for  a  perpe- 
tual covenant,^  Exod.  xxxi.  i6* 

An/,  u  This  may  be  underftood  of  the  Sabbath  in* 
definitely,  and  not  of  the  fevcnth  day  Sabbath. 

2.  Granting  the  feventh  day  Sabbath  were  meant 
here^  yet  the  perpetuity  attributed  to  it  is  not  abfolute^ 
but  periodical;  denoting  only  a  great  length  of  timei 
for  fe  we  find  it  aferibed  to  circumcifion,  the  ihewbread* 
«nd  other  things  which  were  to  be  aboitibed. 

OfyV/7.  3.  ^  There  is  no  exprcfs  precept  for  keeping 
the  Chriftian  Sabbath  in  the  New  Teftameot.'' 

An/.  I.  The  Lord  doth  not  give  expreft  command 
for  every  particular  duty  in  his  word,  but  hath  thought 
it  fufEcient  to  afibrd  us  plain  fcripture  confequences^ 
whence  we  may  gather  it. 

2.  There  was  no  need  of  any  new  exprefs  precept 
to  be  left  on  record,  fince  all  the  Qiriftians  underftand 
themfelves  to  be  exprefsly  obliged  by  the  fourth  com- 
mand to  obferve  one  day  of  feven  as  a  Sabbath  unt* 
the  Lord.  And,  for  the  particular  day,  the  example 
of  Chrift,  and  of  his  apoftles,  (who  delivered  nothing 
but  what  they  reteived  from  their  Mafter^  r  Cor.  xi, 
23  )  was  fufflcient  to  enter  the  church  upon  the  uni- 
form obfervaticm  thereof:  And,  being  once  1»egun> 
they  could  not  eafily  miftake  in  the  continuance  of  it. 
The  feripture  indeed  mentions  the  change  of  ^he  day, 
and  th;  keeping  of  the  Chriftian  Sabbath,  buc  britfiy, 
and  by^fliort  hints,  becaufe  it  was  a  tlnng  univerfally 
notour  to  the  whole  church. 

Thefe  things,  concernir>g  the  morality  and  perpe- 
tual obligation  cA  the  law  for  the  Sabbath^  being  pre- 
pifed ;  1  come»  in  the  next  place,  to  the  chief  thing 
which  I  defied  to  handle,  viz«  The  fanflification  of 
the  Sabbath:  And  there  to  (hew  particularly,  how 
this  holy  day  fbould  be  fanAified  in  a  due  and  foitaUe 
manner* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.   II. 

Eoncemmg  the  8an6it/u:atiott  of  the  Sahhaib. 

THERE  18  a  twofold  fandification  of  the  Sabbath, 
mentioned  in  the  fourth  commandi  th<3  one  by 
God,  the  other  b^  man.     . 

.  Aa  for  the  ^f)ff ,  God  hath  afareadj  faniQified  it,  as 
is  recorded  in. the  dofe  of  the  command  \  **  The  Lord 
bMed  the  SaU>nh  day,  and  hallowed  it/'  Hta  bkffiag 
and  hallowing  the  day  are  both  of  the  fame  import, 
and  fii^ify  thefe  two  thi&^s ; 

1.  The  Lord's  dtftingQilhing  this  day  from  others, 
and  bis  fetting  it  apart  from  commei)  nato  facied  ufisa 
and  employments.  He  hath  honoured  it  with  his  loy- 
al damp,  and  confecrated  it  for  the  work  of  heaven. 

2.  His  pitching  upon  the  Sabbath  as  the  day  where- 
on he  doth  remarkably  blefs  and  fanflify  men,  by  fil- 

..fing  his  ordinances  with  the  fpecial  bleflings  and  graces 
of  his  holy  Spirit,  and  making  them  effectual  to  our 
fan£tification. 

This  is  a  blei&d  day,  and  a  day  of  blcfling :  For  as 
,  it  is  our  duty  on  this  day  to  meet  together,  and  blefs 
God;  <Oit  is  God's  promife  this  day  to  meet  with  v^^ 
and  blefs  us*  He  will  rain  blelBngs  upon  the  obfenrcrs 
of  his  Sabbath,  grant  them  his  prefence,  and  make  tfcem 
}oyfui  in  his  houfe  of  prayer. 

As  lio  the  fecond,  the  faa^^lification  ^f  the  Sabhatb, 
which  h  required  of  us  ;  i\i&  is  either  negative  or  po- 
fitive.  *  The  fitft  confifts  in  a  holy  kSl^  the  fecond.  in 
holy  exercifes  upon  the  Sabbath. 

Sefofe  1  proieeed  to  handle  thde»  I  ihall  lay  down 
fome  cautions  for  the  right  underftanding  of  the  fourth 
coounand,  aod  iox  ^preventing  miflirakes.  Wherefore^ 
when  God  doth  here  appoint  us  fix  days  of  the  weeH 
for  tmr  laboar,  and  one  day  for  his  worihip,  we  muft 
not  think  that  it  is  God's  meaning,  i^  That  no  part 
of  our  fi3(  days  is  to  be  fjpent  in  velijgiaus  eacercilfis  ;  for 
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under  the  law,  there  were  fct  portions  of  every  day 
confecratcd  to  divine  worfliip,  in  the  tabernacle  atid 
temple.      Nor,  ^ 

2.  Doth  he  mean  that  ho  whole  cfay  befide  the 
Sabbath  may  be  fet  apart  for  imploring  God's  mer- 
cy in  time  of  diftrefs^  or  returning  thanks  to  God  for 
feme  fpecidkl  favour  or  deliverance,  when  the  provi- 
dence of  God  calls  us  to  it :  For  we  find  God  him- 
felf  injoining  the  obfervation  of  other  days  befide  the 
feventh^  Exod.  xxxiv.  Lev.  xxni»  Numb,  xxvlii.  and 
commanding  ceffation  from  labour  on  thefe  days.  It 
is  not  the  defign  of  the  fourth  comn^and  to  lay  us  un- 
der a  peremptory  or  indifpenfible  obligation  of  labouf- 
iDg  in  all  the  fix  days  throughout :  but  only  to  injoin 
us  not  to  labour  on  any  other  day  but  thefe  fix  days, 
and  to  do  all  our  works  upon  themi  fo  as  we  be  not 
hindered  from  ferving  God  in  a  folemn,  manner  on  the 
feventh* 


S  E  C  T I O  N   I. 

Concerning  the  holy  reji  requifiie  on  the  Sabbath • 

THIS  holy  reft  upon  the  Sabbath  confifts  in  a  total 
abftincnce  from  all  worldly  employments  and  ' 
recreations  \  and  from  whatever  work,  bufinefs  or  ac- 
tion, that  may  any  wife  prove  a  hindrance  to  the  wor- 
ihip  and  fervice  of  God  upon  that  day.  This  is  plain, 
not  only  from  the  fourth  command  itfelf,  but  from 
many  other  fcriptures,  particularly  Jcr.  xvii.  24.  Ifa. 
Iviii   13, 

I  (hall  here  propofe  fome  queftions  upon  this  fubjeft 
to  be  anfwered. 

^»5/?.  I .  Are  no  fort  of  works  lawful  on  the  Sabbath 
day  ? 

Atif.  There  are  three  forts  of  works  ordinarly  ex- 
cepted, as  not  prohibited  by  the  fourth  command,  viz. 
the  works  of  piety,  of  mercy,  and  of  ncqeffity. 

It  The 
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<  !•  The  work8  of  piety,  that  is,  fuch  bodilf  a£^ion8  or 
labour  as  are  neceflary  and  fubfervient  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  divine  worfliipi  or  contribute  to  order  or 
^ecencj  therein  \  thefe  are  lawful  and  neceflary  on  the 
Sabbath  day  :  Such  were  **  the  killing  of  b^afts,  wafli- 
ing  and  preparing  of  facrifices ;  the  convocating  people 
to  worfliip  by  blowing  of  trumpets,  making  (hort  jour- 
neys to  attend  worfliip,  &c  "  under  the  law.  So  now, 
under  the  gofpel,  minifters  toiling  their  bodies  in  preach- 
ing and  praying,  people  travelling  to  church,  the  ring- 
ing of  bells,  and, the  like,  are  lawful  on  the  Sabbath 
day. 

2.  Works  of  mercy  and  charity  are  lawful  this  day, 
yea,  and  neceflary  alfo  \  for,  feeing  the  Sabbath  is  in* 
ftituted  as  a  memorial  of  God's  great  love  and  mercy 
to  us,  we  are  bound  upon  it  to  (hew  charity  both*  to 
the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men,  and  mercy  to  the  very 
beads  alfo  :  So  that  '^  the  feeding  our  bodies,  our 
beads,  and  ufing  means  for  the  help  of  man  01^  bead  in 
diftrefs,  and  prcferving  of  their  lives,  the  vtfiting  the 
fick,  making  collefkions  for  the  poor,^'  and  the  like,  are 
lawful  on  the  Sabbath  day :  For  the  Jews  had  allowance 
for  thefe  under  the  law,  fo  have  we  now  under  the 
gofpek  ^ 

3.  .Works  of  neceflity  and  great  conveniency,  which 
could  not  be  forefeen,  nor  provided  afi!;alnd  the  day  be- 
fore, nor  cannot  be  delayed  to  another  day  \  fq^ch  as 
*5  fleeing  from  enemies,  or  defending  ourfelves  againft 
them  ; '  quenching  of  fire,  drefling  of  meat,  putting  on 
our  cloaths,"  and  the  like ;  thefe  are  alfo  lawful  on  the 
Sabbath.  The  Maccabees  of  old  did  not  decline  to  fight 
on  the  Sabbath  day,  nor  did  the  Jews  long  before  their 
days  :  For  the  Jcwiih  writers  tell  us,  that  the  overthr6w 
of  Jericho  was  on  the  Sabbath  ;  which  alfo  feems  to  be 
founded  upon  Jofli.  vi.  3.  4.  where  it  is  faid,  **  They 
ihall  compkfs  the  city  fix  days ;  and  on  the  feventh  day 
the  walls  of  the  city  (hali  fall  down,  and  the  people  (ball 
afcehd  up  every  man  draight  before  him.'*  Only  take 
thefe  cautions  concerning  fuch  works  :  See  that  the  ne* 
xeflity  be  real  and  not  pretended^  and  that  ye  have  no 
£ecret  complacency  in  its  falling  out*    Take  heed  that 

it 
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h^bc  not  a  neoeffity  of  yonr  own  brmgiii|r^  an^  which 
you  might  have  fdreCeen  and  prevented  the  week  ^>^onu 
AnJ,  when  ye  arc  doipg  thcfe  works  of  ncccffity  ;an4- 
mcrcy>  endeavour  to  keep  your  faearU  |n  ^  fpii' 
frame  as  much  as  you  can,  and  ftudy  to  do  x\^ttt{ ' 
out  giving  fcandal  or  offence  to  others,  sind  then  diC 
them  as  foon  as.  poiGbly  yoq.  can^  tiiAt  ye  ,may  ait^n 
the  m^in  work  of  the  day.  ^       ,     v .  ,         ^.^ry,^ 

^uefi  11.   What  are  thefe  works  and  afbums,  ^)^P« 
from  which  we  nrnft  reft  and  abilatn  upop  i^c  S^bb^5j?> 

j4n/  We  muft  not  only  take  fpecial  ca^f  this.^day  tp^. 
ab^ain  from  oil  fuch  finful  works  and  actions .^s  arf^^fm^^ 
bwful   upon  any  day  ;  but  Wc  muft  alfo  reft  from!5|( 
worldly  bufinef*  and  anions,  whethc^r  eadploynoa^s  o^ ^ 
recreations,  altho'  they  be  fuch  as  are  lawlul  oo  i^thier: 
d^ys. ,  )B^tj  Q^ore  particularly,  ,^  ,  , 

j[.  W^  mi|ft  reft  from  all  forts  of  feinrtle  work-^or 
worldly  employments  that  tend  to  our  profit  Qr.advan^ 
U^^9  fuch  ASf  making  of  journeys,  merc|^4&dizing^ 
or   t;[;af;^Iling  to  markets,  carrying  of  burden;^  fifliing, 
g«ii;i^  ot  qaills,  ploughing,  fowing^  rcaping,^c.  and,  ia 
a  word»  all  parts  of  mens  ordinary  callings*  See  Nehem^^ 
xiii;  ;5.,.  i6.  17.-  and  downwards  :  **  In  ijiofe  daxs  faWv 
I  in  jfudah  fome  treading  wine  preffes  on  the  SsOkb^thg^, 
and  fivingingtin  (heaves^  and  lading  afieSrir.as  alfo  Alpine*- ^ 
grapes,  and  figs,  and  alljnanner  of  burde^,^whicfa  thc)^ 
brought  into  JeruCalem  on  the  Sabbath- 4aj :  And  I  teCti* 
fiefl.again^/tbein  in  th^  d^iy  where  they  fold  vi&uals* 
There  dwelt  men  of  Tyre  alfo  jtherein,  which  brought 
filh,  and  all  niianner  ot  ware,  and  fold  on  the  Sabb$^^ 
un^Q  the  children  of  Jud^.andin  Jesufaiiqm. ,  T^«|(|I 
contended  with  the  no)>l^§  of  |ud4i»  and  i^  u9to  tbena, 
What  evil  thing  is  tim  that  y^)  do,  and  pjcofaae  the  Sab« 
bath'  day  ?    Did  not  your  fgtheri  thus,  >aa4  did  not  pur  \ 
God  bring  all  this  evil  uf^n  U|&|  4fid  upon  thi^^ity^?  yec. 
^eibr^ng  more  wrath  iipon  liraol  by  profaning,tht  Sab- 
bfi^b/'  ^.    The  J^s  Wjere  ftridly. prohibited. to  do^ 
ai^y  w^oxk  this  day,  eve;a  the.leaft  work  of  any  fort^ 
manna  muft  not  be  gatheredtr  i>or  a  few  fticks  tfi  a(  fires 
nmyiK^the  materials  for  ;tha  tabernacle. ripuft  not  be  pre-- 
pax54^)5hi§.day,  jUod.  xxvu  wr-a^j  thW^ttot  inight  . 
.-».;  '"*     .'be 
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be  delayed  ot  done  upon  another  day.  This  ceflation 
was  (hadowcd  forth  by  that  river  in  Judea,  called  the 
Sabbatical  riyer,  becaufe  it  dried  up  and  ceafed  from 
Inning  every  Sabbath  day :  which  not  only  Jofephus 
fpeaks  of,  but  alfo  PHny,  Auguftus  Cxfar  in  his  letter 
to  Tiberius,  and  others.  Let  none  think  that  fuch  a 
total  ceflation  from  fecular  buOnefs  would  tend  to  their 
worldly  difadrantage  *,  for  none  were  ever  lofers  in  this 
refpefVy  by  laying  afide  their  own  labours  to  attend 
God's  worfliip  and  fcrvice  upon  his  own  day.  As  God 
took  care  of  Ifrael's  fafety,  while  they  came  up  to  Je- 
rufalem  three  times  a  year  to  attend  the  folemn  feafts 
which  he  had  inftituted ;  fo  that  at  thefe  times  none  of 
their  enemies  fhould  make  any  attack  upon  them,  or 
fo  much  as  defire  their  cities,  according  to  his  promife 
in  Exod.  xzxiv.  24.  So  will  that  fame  God,  by  his 
kind  and  watchful  providence,  take  care  that  his  peo- 
ple fuftain  no  damage  in  their  worldly  affairs  through 
tholr  dotifdl  obfervation  of  this  holy  day.  Nay^  on  the 
contrary,^  they  have  found  this  pradice  to  be  even  pro* 
fitable  to  them,  with  refpedi  to  their  outward  temporal 
eftate :  And  there  is  good  ground  to  think  it  will  aU 
ways  be  fo  \  for,  the  more  confcientious  any  man  is 
in  fan£Hfyinff  the  Sabbath-day,  the  greater  bleffing  he 
may 'expeA  from  God  upon  his  labour  on  the  fix  days  : ' 
Aiwi  it  is  not  your  own  labour  or  toll,  but*  the  *•  bl«f- 
ling  of  God  that  maketh  rich,**  Prov.  t.  21.  Judge 
Hale,  and  other  godly  perfons,  have  attefted  the  truth 
of  this  point  from  their  own  experience,  as  1  have  (hew<^ 
cd  before. 

The  Lord,  in  his  word,  is  very  peremptory  and  par- 
ticular in  tnjoining  this  cefTation  from  labour  on  the 
Sabbath  \  and  becaufe  he  knows  the  eagernefs  of  mens 
hearts  upon  the  world,  and  their  readinefs  to  encroach 
upon  his  holy  dajf  with  their  worldly  labour,  he  con* 
defcends  upon  thefe  feafons  wherein  they  have  moft 
tcntation  thereto,  and  requires  them  in  *'  earing  time  and 
in  harveft'^  to  reft  on  the  Sabbath,  Exod.  xxxiv.  21* 
Though  thofe  be  the  times  when  we  are  moft  throng 
with  woridly  bufinefs,  yet  he  will  have  us  in  midS 
thereof  punftually  to  obferve  the  Sabbath,  and  prefer 
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tllV^Wafore  of 'coniniuion  with  God  \n  Ws  oWfiWnceiH 
to  the  joy  of  harveft,  and  to  expeft  that  hanr -ft -work 
vi  11  pre fper  the  better  for  our  religious  obfttv.itiort  of' 
the  Sihb^th  in  harveft.time.  AKo  the  Lord  fpedfies 
thefe'  feafons;  bec^fe  then  we  arc  unrler  greater  c'WU* 
g'atibns  to  ftri£l  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  than  at  other 
times ;  becaufr,  -^ 

"^  f;  The  bodies  of  fervants  -and  cattle  are  more  toil-- 
eU  the^'i  than  at  other  times;  and  fo  have  the  more 
ifeed  cif  reft.  ^  . 

-  2.  People  then  hare  Icfs  time  to  worflitp  God  in* 
their  families  and  clofets  on  week  days,  bccaufc  of 
the  greatnefs  of  their  labour  i  and  iherefofre  have  hecfd- 
to  improve  the  Sabbath  the  more  diligently. 
'  3.  In  harveft  we  partake  more  of  ^hc  frCiits  qf 
God^  bounty,  than  at  other  times;  and  therefore 
fhould  be  the  more  th^^nkful  to  God  for-  his  hiercie^,- 
ahd  efpecially  for  Chrift,  the  mercy  of  merciesj  who 
alone  dotii  both  purchafe  ^ftd'  fweeten  all  our  merclbi^ 
to  us. 

Now,  is  it  not  matter  of  deep  regret  ^hat  (notwith* 
ftariding  God*s  fpecial  command^  an^  oar  mfthifold 
obligations  to  the  contrary )  our  churched  \tt  mknj 
places  Ihottld  be  thinner^  and  fields  thronger  with  idle 
people  wandering  therein  in  time  of  harveft,  thun  at 
other  times  6f  the  year  ? 

'G^B.  **  When  the  weather  it  unfeafoftaWc  and 
tempeftuous  through  the  week,  doth  it  not  become  a 
-  york  of  neceffity  to  fow  or  reap  on  the  Sabbath,  for 
pieferving  of  food  td  man  a^  beaft  ?** 

Anf,  \{  fome  particular  mtn%  corns  were  in  hazard 
of  being  carried  away,  or  loft  by  the  inundation  lof 
91  river,  or  the  like,  it  were  a  work  of  neceflity  to  en- 
deavour the  prefervation  of  them  upon  the  Sabb<ith; 
becatife  the  difpenfation  is  extraordinary,  the  cafe  not 
common  nor  general,  and  the  damage  irrecoverable 
in  any  ordinary  way.  But,  as  for  fowing,  reaping,  or 
gathering  in  upon  the  Sabbath,  (^whatever  be  preten^ 
it6  from  the  feafon  or  weather  for  it)  1  judge  it  un- 
lawful, bccaufe  the  c^fe  is  common  and  general ;  the 
hazard  proceeds  from  the  ordinary  providence  «f  God ; 

and 
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and  tbcre  U  ground  to  expe£l  God's  fendiojs:  better. 
\^cather,  ajccordin^  to  the  gracious  promife,  which  wc 
ought  not  to  diftruft.  Gen.  ix.  %2  *'  While  the  the  earth 
reniaiqeth,  feed  time  an  i  harvcft  (ball  not  ceafe.?'.  But 
if  any  diftruft  God's  word,  and  incroach  upon  his  holy 
day  with  their  labour*  let  them  confider  tSat  God  can 
eafily  blaft  the  works  of  their  hands,  and^aft  thoir  {:(uG- 
m&  farther  behind  than  their  neighbours,  who^  believe 
a^d  ^ait  upon  the  Lord.  I  h.ive  a  qertain  account  of 
a  rich  farmer  in  this  nation,  not  many  ye  \rs  ago,  who 
IQ  ha,ryc{l  time  (the  ^j^eather  having  been  very  bad  for 
fome  time  before,  and  proving  fair  and  dry  on  Satur^ 
cby  and  the. Lord's  diy)  would  needs  caufe  his  fervants. 
yoke  his  horfest  and  fall  to  the  leading  of  his  corns 
upon  the  Sabbath  evening :  But  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
that  he  foon  got  other  work  to  do  ;  for  that  very  night 
hia  houfe  and  goods  took  fire,  and  fo  their  labour  w^a 
quickly  ftopt,  all  hands  Being  called  to  be  employed  in 
quenching  of  the  fire.  Many  other  inftances  might  be 
given  :  But  I  proceed. 

IL  We  muft  reft  not  only  from  all  worldly  employ- 

'  ments  on  the  Sabbath,  but  alfo  from  all  worldly  recire a* 

~^ons  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  our  conf<:f^ 
4oQ  of  faith  aod  catechifms.  But  this  point  being  much 
^piigned  and  difputed  by  many,  1  ihail  handle  it  as 
diftin£lly  and  fatisfyitigly  as  I  can. 

Recreations  are  twofold,  fome  are  natural  and  necef- 
fary» .  fuch  as  the  refrefliing  our  bodies  with  meat,  drink 
and  fleep.    Thefe  are  recreations  vr^  cannot  Jive  or  do 

.  buHnefb  without  upon  any  day,  and  therefore  are  both 
tl»^ful.  and  lYecefiary  upon  the  Sabbath ;  efpeciaDy  iince 
yre  are  thexeby  better  difpofed  for  performiagthe  duties 
of  the  4ay«     But, 

z.  There  are  recreations  which  are  voluntary  and 
})0t  ns  ceffliryy  freely  ch(^c:o  by  people  for  their  bodily 
pleafuse  and  diverfion;  fuch  as  fports,  pallimes,  or 
games,  whfether  nwre  public  or  mchre  private,  fuch  s^s 
playing  at  cards^  dicc^  chefb,  cables,  &c  or.  any  fore 
of  carnal  mufiCi  fuch  as  whiftliog,  liaging,  or  playing 

.  pn  an  inftrument,  or  putting  off  the  time  with  worldly 

couyerff,- jelling,  laughing,  tcilmg  idle  Hofimp  w^lji 

L  2  ing 


g%{'  Of  the  tt^atiw  SanctificntUn 

iag-and  talking  idly  In  tlie  flreets,  or  fed&tg  tmr  pka* 
fuve  tit  the  fields,  though  k  be  aft«r  public  worihip  cifl 
o^B*i  Now,  all  fnch'  recreations  being  tmr  own  votks^ 
aiid-for  OUT  oim  pleaftire^  and  not  fubfervieaft  lo  the.. 
duCioS'pf  rGod's  worfhip,  but  hinderances  thereto^  ard^ 
UfdaWidf^ea  the  Sabbath  dayi   as  being  expiefsly  too**' 
tnur^  tti  that  reft  requffed  in  the  lonrth  comniand,  :«nd. 
tO'tbat'lpismi  word  in  Ifa.  ItiH*  13.  14.  ^^  If  tfaoa  tuni' 
a'way /thy  foot  finom  the  Sabbath,'  from  doing  thy  plea* 
fare  on  mj  holy  diy,  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  deiighr^. 
the  holy  of  the  Lord,  hpoonrable,  and  (halt  honour  him, 
not  d«iag  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine  own  plei.* 
fures,  nor  fpeaking  thine  own  words  :*-~Then  (halt  thou 
delight  thy felf  ip  die  Lord,  and  I  will  caafe  thee  to  ride 
upoci  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  wkfa 
the  heritage  of  Jacob,''  &c.  Now,  can  there  be  any^thmg? 
mof  e  diredly  levelled  agaoift  carnal  recreations,  i^' 
talkinfi  walkang,  &c.  on  the  Sabbath  day  than  this  is  J 
*^  We  muft  tum  away  oar  foot  from  doing' our 4>mi 
pleaCure  on  it,"  i.  <•  by  travelling  or  walking  for  plea&tie: 
oKilrecfeatton ;  nay  we  mmft  neither  4o  pur  own  ways^r 
fpeak  our  owa  words,  nor  find  pur  own  pleafisreB  Qtt- 
this  day*    But  if  .people  will^  notwithftanding  heteoi^' 
allow  themfeivcs  in  idle  diyerfions  and  loofe  reoreatioaa. 
U|K>n  the  Sabbath,  i  fee  not  how  thejf  will  free  theniP<; 
felves  of  open  rebellion  againft  God  :   For  God  ^om^ 
mands.us  to  remember  the  Sabbath  day,  not  to  dehght 
ourselves  by  carnal  recreations,  but  to  keep,  it  holy  (by' 
diyine  exercifts;  and  to  fpend  it  odierwifis)  is  plaiMy! 
to  trample  upon  God's  authority,  and  idiecfatre  war  a<- 
gainft  iuno* 

QijifSl^  ^<  But  thofe  who  are  for  Sabbath  dayte  recre^T 
tioos,  will  tell  me,  that  they  condemn  all  fooh  reosea^t 
tik)ns.tii:iMiie  of  public  worlbip,  as  well  as  we  da£  For 
the  fouitb  command,  obliges  ns  duly  to  attend  pubiic 
worlhip  on  the  Sabbath,  and  foibear  aU  wx>rldly  em*^ 
plcymentsor  recreations  in  time  theveof  ^  but,  when 
thst  i«  ipncr  over,  we  OBay.lawf«iUy  divert  and  recreates 
ouf^blves  with  fuch.  aecrealions  as  are  modcft  aaui 
d^^enl,  >and  ;not  nniawful  for  .Chriflians  on  other 
day§.'\.  .  u^  .. 

An/. 


Anf.  Thii  fappc^B  that  the  Sabbath  iaftt  ti6  hmg^r. 
than  the  |Mhlur  worfliip  of  the  day,  the  contrary  wheiie* 
<A  \  inaM  evident  before,  and  fliali  evince  more  futty 
afterwards.  I  (hewed  that  we  are  oblig^  to  keepiioly 
the  viJM^t  Sabbath  day,  not  only  the  time  df  public 
woi&ipy  or  from  fun-rifing  to  Ain-fetting^,.buithe  wiiflik 
*  natural  day,  condfting  of  twenty-four  hours :  This  be-i 
ifig  the  fevetith  part  of  our  time,  and  of  the  week,  \i  \% 
die  Lor4L'f(,  and  confecrated  for  his  ttfe  and  fervtce( 
and  cottfequently  no  part  of  it  is  to  be  alienated  from 
htm,  <3«  applied  for  our  pleafures  or  recreations. 

I  fhali' further  <!onfirm  this  truth  by  fome  more  ar- 
gmnentSk 

I.  tf  it  was  unlawful  for  God's  people  under  the  Old 
Teftamtetit,  toYpend  any  part  of  the  Sabbath  in  eamal^ 
pleafuresand  vecreaitioQs«  it  is  unlawful  for  us,  ahb  an^ 
der  th(B<New^  but  the  former  is  true  :  And  therefftv«^ 
Ihe  latner*  That  fach  recreations  were  prohibitfid  to 
the  Jews,  I  believe  none  will  deny^  that  is  either  ac« 
^aint  widi  their  ancient  rules  and  cpnftitutions,  or 
tbatfeadeand  bdietes  the  fcriptuFes,  particularly  the 
fiMirdi  command,  an^  Ifa.  Iviii.  13.  forectted.  All  that 
remains  for  me  to  prove  is,  that  we  are  bound  to  a;b^ 
ftahi  #om  thofe  recreations  upon  the  Sabbath,  as  well 
as  the  Jews  ;  which  I  do  thus:^  Whatever  the  Jews 
were  obliged  to  upon  moral  reafons  and  grounds,  that 
we  are  bound  to  as  much  as  they  5  but  the  Jews  wete 
bound  «>  abftain  from  carnal  recreations  on  the  Sab^ 
bath,  «pon  moral  grounds,  which  concern  us  as  well  %« 
diem.  I  (hewed  before,  that  the  reafons  of  the  fouYtb 
command  are  moral,  and  reach  Chriitians  as  well  as 
Jews  :  I  meiittotted  five  of  them,  and  truly  every  one 
of  them  levels  as  much  againft  worldly  recreations  ori 
the  Sabbath  day,  as  againit  worldly  employments :  i 
fliall  not  refame  them  all  here,  but  only  in{i(l  a  little 
'  on  two  of  them. 

I.  God's  liberality  in  aUowing  us  fix  days  f6r  our 
own  ufc  :  This  reafen  binds  us  as  much  a$  the  Jews,  to 
cotifecrate  one  day  to  the  Lord  for  his  fervice.  God 
hath  giipen  as  gracious  difcovefies  of  his  bounty  to  us, 
as  to  them  ^  and  ihsll  we  be  fo  un^eiierpus  or  ungrate- 
ful, 


5^.  Of  the  ntgMme  San^^catiQit 

fi»fv  jts  to  in^roach  qpon  God's  tirae,jor.  robchimpf  .^uy? 
.  paft  ^\\%^  irore  than  they  ?  The  very  Ugbt  of  mature,? 
Slid  priBciplc^  of  found  reafon,  bc.fides  the  command 
of.C?od,  plead  ftrongfy  for  this  :  That,  fince  the  Lord 
I^ath  liberally  ji;iven  us  fix  days  for  our  ufc,  wc  (houldj 
wift|50Ut  pmc^g^j  give  him  cne  day  for  his  fer^ice,;  andg 
fince  ie  gives  u&  fix  vhole  days,  it  continues  morally  ■ 
juft  arid  rationali  that  we  fhould  give  hi^ivhis  one  day^ 
whole  too,  and  that  we  fliould  fpend  as  mH^b^of  bis 
c^p-y  in  holy  dpties  as  is  ordinarily  allowed  pn  other  days 
for  fervile  labour,  and  that  is  the  whole  day,  except; 
iRfl^  k  allowed  for  neceflary  bodily  refr<;fliment8,  viz. 
eating  and  flecping. 

,  The  id  Ground  I  fliall  infift  on  is,  the  Lord*s  prppxie* 
^.  i|^  the  Sabbath,  or  in  pne  day  of  iicven.  This  rcafoti 
Ibi^ds  us  as  much  as  it  did  the  Jews  ;  the  Lord's  right 
tjj^  flay  in  fever^  is  thg.fame  that  ever  it  was,  otbeir 
^>f<  the  morality  of  the  fourth  command  is  not  the 
fame  V*  but  I  have  already  demonftrated  the  contrary^ 
fbc^Cbriftian  Sabbath  is  called  the.  Lord's  day,  as  well 
81$  the  Jewifii  Sabbath,  was  called  **  the  holy  of  the  Lord^ 
J^j  iviii.  1^.  to  {hew  that  his  propriety/and  title  is  thft 
litfpoe,  -^nd  it  is  obferyable,  that  the  Lord  in.tha^t  oni^ 
iberfe,  calls  it  twice  his  holy  day  ;  anjl  it  is  from  this 
that  the  Lord  takes  the  principal  argument,  which  hft 
th^re^ufes  againft  carnal  recreations  oa  the  Sabbath  ; 
•«  Ye  fl^all  not  fpeajt  your  own  words,  ijor  find  youf 
own  pleafuies  on  this  day^"  Why  \  It  is  my  lioly  day, 
tlfC  holy  of  the  Lord  :  The  feventh  part  of  the  >vec)k  is 
iri)i)e  unalterably,  fet  apart  for  holy  ufe^,  confecrate 
for  n^.y^  holy  fer vice*  This  ar^urrjent  vis  moraly  aii4 
perpetually  obliges  all  men,  ChriiUans  as  niuch.as  J^w$^^ 
^«r,  if  a  day  in  ftven  be  dedicated  to  Qodyt^ei^liainly 
every  part  ot  it,  yea,  tbe  whole  of.it,  belopgsXo  him.} 
and  to  aliepate  any  part  of  it  to  our  owb  ufeor-ple^* 
fure»,  .is  facrile^e,  and  a  dirt6^  infringement  of.th^ 
morality  of  the  fourth  command.  The  Lord  tells  US| 
Levit,  xxvii.  28.  *'  That  every  devoted  thing  is  moft 
holy  unto  tht  Lord.''  Here  is  a  day  both  by  Qpd  and 
man,  folemnly  and  perpetually  deyote^r^^tP  the  Lord  i 
arjdkaccordingly  the  Lord,  Ha.  Iviii.  13.  afferts  his  juft 

light 
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iS^Tit  and  fide  to  \%  and  twice  in  one  brrath  culls'^  h\i 
holy  d;»y,  and,  u  pi  this  account,  prohibfts  carnil  *te.i 
creations  tipon  it :  And  muft  it  not  be  jjrfat  prefump- 
tijn  for^ny  creature,  to  venture  deliberately  to  toH  Ws- 
Creator  of  his  juft  property,  and  put  .that  which  i* 
holy,  and  fof^mnly  Cbnfecrate  to  God,  to  commo*^  ufc^ 
.Remember  vHiRt  S  ilomon  fays,  Prov.  xx.  25  **  It  If 
atfn^re  to  the  man  who  devourfth  that  which  is  holy,; 
and  after  rows  to  make  inqu  ry  :*'  It  is  a  fnire,  1.  jb^  it 
28  a  moft  dangerous  thing,  it  brlnjj;s  heavy  guilt,  evett- 
Go6^s  curfe  and  vcngemce,  upon  the  man  that  dotl^ 
fd;  Thus^ou  fee  how  the  morality  and  unnlttriible 
reafons  of  the  fourth  command  rcftiain  Chriftiafts  ftbfnt 
carnal  recreations  on  the  Sabbath,  as  much  as  the  Jews. 
The^ftanding  and  plerpetual  rule,  which  God  h^th  there 
Hiid  dorwti, .  can  never  be  altered  to  the  world's  cud  x 
StHI  God  hath  one  day,  aVid  man  bath  fix;  but  if  wtf 
take  any  part  of  God's  day  to  our  Own  ufe,  more  thait 
the  works  of  neceflity  and  mercy  require,  then  we  hare 
more  thail  our  flx^  and  God  hath  Icfs  than  his  one/ 
which  IS  contrary  to  tlic  command.  Moreover,  if  it 
\St  tTt»the  powfcr  of  man  to  alienate  any  part  Of  thi» 
day  from  God,  why  not  the  #hole  of  it  ?  ahd  fo  the 
Sa&bath  might  come  to  be  wholly  aboliihed,  which  if 
^furd. 

•  'GbffBiH.  **  The  rt>cmo'ry  of  Chrift's  Tcfufreftton  on- 
the  Lord^  day,  calls  us  to  more  joy  and  gladnefs  upon 
OUT-Sdbbath  Than  the  Jews  were  called  to  upon  theirs-'' 

*  A^tf  This  fays  tiothing  for  carnal  fports  or  recrea-* 
rio«»?'  It  i&  not  a  worldly  joy  but  a  fpiritual  joy,  that* 
we^arc  called  to  this  day  \  fuch  a  j^y  as  is  cxpreffid  in 
pfififriBy  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs.  Again,  if  out 
meVi^ies  be  this  day  greater  than  thdfe  the  Jews  had  to 
coitimemorate,  then  we  are  in  gratitude  obliged  to  a 
moTcftrid  and  hoi/  fanftification  of  the  day,  to  the 
hcmour  and  gWy  of  the  God  and  fountain  of  our  mer- 
cies ;  which,  I  believe,  no  ferious  Chrillian  will  thihk 
carnal  recreations  very  confiltent  with. 

ObjeB\  2.  **  But  thefe  recreations  are  no  where  for*' 
bidden  in  the  New  ^I>&ament» 
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'  ^if*  I*  I*  fiifficicnt  if  they  be  forlnddqi  xfi  ^hc  OW 
TiJifemi'eiJt  J  for  the  Old  Tcftament  is  our  rule,  as  much 
a§  the  New,  in  anions  which  are  moral,  by  not  cere- 
Wf^hfal:  -and  I  fee  not  what  (hadow  of  .ground^therc  If 
ITor  cutting  abftinence  from  carnal  pleafures  on  the  Sab- 
yztli^  'i,thing  ceremonial,  or  lefs  binding  upon  us  thaa 
'the  Je^fi  :  But  morcoTcr,  if  we  compare  the"  58tli 
ch'apter  ojf  Ifaiah  with  the  56th,  it  will  manjfeftty  ap-*" 
pear,  that  the  Lord,  in  injoining  his  people  ftriftly  to 
dbfeiVe  the  Sabbath,  and  abftain  from  carnaF  pleafures 
thfcrcon^  hath  a  refpeft  to  gofpel  times  after  tne  MeP- 
fiah*s  cbming.  Ifaiah  was  a  mod  evangelical  proplietj^ 
^nd*{lill  had  the  gofpel*  times  in  his  eye ;  wherefore 
{6fnt  call  him  the  evangelill  Ifaiah  :  So  that,  in  recom- 
mending Sabbath- fan£lif^cation,  and  calting'the  Sab« 
liatK  Gocl*s  holy  day,  he  doth  not  confine  -him'fcjf  to 
iht  '^ewifh  Sabbath,  which  was  foon  to  be  aboliQied  ; 
bot  nath  ah  eye  to  the  evangelical  Sabbath,  which  wa$ 
to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
[  Again,  this  is  confirmed  by  the  praftice  of  the  pri- 
initi^e  Chriftians :  they  thought  it  unlawful  to  fpend 
anjf  part  of  the  Lord's  day  in  unnecefiary  diverfions 
.  fxohi  holy  things  j  yea,  they  accounted  the  AtiSt  fah^i* 
"Sedition  of  this  day  the  prime  chara£^er  of  ^  true  faihtl 
Auguftine  faith,  **  It  is  riot  enough  that  we,  kqe ji  tl^e^ 
or  Sfour  hours  of  thi»  day,  but  that  we  obfcrvetbie  whole 
diy."/^  The  ancient  Chriftians  did  not  thinjc^the  work 
of  the  day  was  over,  wl^en  "the' public/ wcj^jhip  i^a« 
cndccf*.  The  younger ^iiny  tejls  ^us,'  *^  That  yf^jpyufcd 
this  day  to  meet  before  day  light,  and  iing  their  hymns 
to  Chrift.y  ./And  TertuUiah,  in  his  apologj,^ majces 
mention  oT'l&^eir  night  prayers.  '  They  thoi^^.thcm-\ 
fislycf  bound  to  begin  the  work  of  iKe  day.  fo. early,  be-^ 
caufe  thrift  rofe  this  ttj^ming  before  breajk  of  day. 
They  Vcither  thought  nor  pleaded" that  they  t^ad  more 
freecioin  for  worUily  plcc^furcs,  or  were  lefe  obliged  to 
holy  exercifes  this  day,  than  the  Jcw^  npori  their  Sab* 
.  bath/'     '      *     .;  *  '  '    ^      .    '       '\  ^  ;' 

*,  Nay,  if  ,wc  confider  tlKing8narirowly,5twilU>efouadr^ 
that-  Cbriftijms  are  un^Jcr  greater  obligations  to  a  ftri£k' 

'    '•  ".         and 
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and  liQly  faii^ificatton  of  the  Sabbath  undf  r  t -e.p>rp^ 
^atn  the  Jews  were  under  the  law,  for  fever  I  reafont, 
~  t.  .We  have  not  only  the  creation,  a&  the  Jevrf  hac^ 
^ut  we  have  alfo  the  redemption  of  mankind^  wihic!)  ^ 
i  greater  wor]r>  this  day  to  commemoratCt  Now.  tf 
the  Jews  were  obliged  to  ccleblrate'  the  day  .whic£ 
was  inftUi^ted  for  the  memoty  of  the  cf eation^  l^y  ii  to« 
tit  abfliiHence  from  worl  My  employment^i  and  re'Crek* 
tions';  itiuchmore  art  we  b  und  to  a  ftri£t  fsinAifioa* 
tiop  of  the  (^ay  which  is  inflifuced  for  commemoratit^g 
of  both  creation  and  redemption.  We  have  far  great- 
er metcics  to  commeniorate  thip  day  than  the  Jewil^ 
had,  viiE.  **'the  r^deeminp  love  of  a  cruoified  pfus,  ^n4* 
his  gU>rio^B  vi£l6ry  over  death  and  hell  j**  aiid  confe- 
^uently  have  greater  work  and  employ  nent,  mid  ou^ht 
to  be  tne'  more  a£live  and  bufy  in  doing  of  it ;  and  allfo 
tnore  delightful  «'ork>  and  therefore  ihould  be  th^'  letg 
^cllned  to  weary  or  fit  up  in  it. 

2.  Wc  have  a  far  more  pleatant  and  etcelfcnt  n^an- 
^er  of  worlhtp  to  perform  apoii  the  Sabbath,  thart .  thfi 
jfews  had.  Their  worfhip  was  attiended  with  tnanifold 
rites,  waihings,  and  facrificcs^  which  were  both  charg^* 
able  and  toilfome  to  tfaeiir  bodies  |  but  ours  is  fpiritU4)> 
plcafant  and  eafy.  .  ■ 

'  3»  The  Jews  had  many  other  feftival  days  to  ob«i 
ftr^c,  byaftria  and  holy  rcft^  befidc  the  Sabbath  4 
wt,  un4er  the  gofpel^  God  hath  freed  us  from  Xh^  yoke 
d[  all  other  feftitals^  and  hath  inftitute  nope  but  th^ 
Ebrd'^  day,  which,  in  gratitrfde,  we  ought  to  obfervp 
ihote  ftridly  and  rellgiOufly  than  the  Jews*. 
'  4.  By  baptifm,  we  come  u&der  mor^  (Irid  and  folemii 
enga^mehts  to,  keep  God's  commandmentjs^  than  the 
J^wS;  and  Mfo  we  have  more  fpeciat  promifes  of  hi# 
SInrit  td  Kelp  \ifi  in  keeping  of  them^  than  the  jews  had  i^ 
-^Fbr,  in  the  New  Teftamcnt  times,  the  Spirit  is  p;ourea 
cmt  in  a  larger  meafurei  thaii  in  the  Old.  ^  ' 

So  that  from  the  whole  1  infef^  that  if  the  Jews  tin- 
der the  01c|  Ttftament  were  bound  to  keep  the  wl^te 
8sMiatfa:-^ay  and  wholly  to  abftain  from  thetr'owol 
gJesMhres'upoh  It,  yea,  count  the  fervice  of  tbfSabf- 
bath,  a  delight^  according  to  Jfa.  iviii.  13^  ibougb  in 
*  Vol  IV.  M  it 
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.  itf^  it  w»a$  fcuvdenfchic  \  Much  more  t)Up[fctwe>  tknifet 
tfefe  ftofpel,  W  keep  the  whole  Sabbath  ftrrflblf ,  fliiid  caH 
it  a  d*!%lif>  when  the  w>rk  imii  fcrtire  t)/  it  is  To  ^tz,^ 
Cant^'iDd  eafv. 

II.  Another  ar^uwtewf,  whirfi  TAall  bring  togainft 
thi;  fonefiiid  Sabbath  day's  recreations,  (hall  be  taken 
frofft  the  ^*t*i>ffe  and  gtrtatmefs  of  the  Sabbath  day's 
-«rt>Tk  )  *ftd  I  (hall  form  it  thu*  t 

if  the  \v^k  bf  tht  Sabbath  be  (b  iwreffary,  weighty^ 
^tid  val<'ottfi,  that  it  reqttlrts  the  whole  day  to  be  (pent 
thrteiry  and  chatkngefi  all  ow  Touh  facnltics  to  be  era* 
}!>toyed  thereaboQt  ^  tlieii  carnal  recrnltions  are  unhiWA 
tul  thereapoii :  , 

But  the  formfer  is  ttiie  \  tfrfercfore^  &t, 

^he  domijexioii  of  the  inajor  propoiition  is -etldctit  i 
for  that  which  is  w^ghty  and  neceffaty  oti|^t  always^ 
to  takfe  place  of  that  Which  is  not  ft>% 
^  As  for  the  minor  propofition,  that  the  work  xA  Ac 
iSabbath  is  fo  great  and  neceffary,  is  plain,  if  ^r^  cotrfi- 
^€r,  that  the  Sabbath  ts  the  great  market  day  of  heaven  ; 
/^poh  Nvhkh  we  ought  fo  take  \%  and  Ivf  op  pTbvifioti 
for  oiir  foate  f5t  tht  tcft  of  the  we?ck,  yea,  for  eternity 
itfelf.  It  is  tht  tfaal  day  «f  finners  conTerGon  ahd  aic> 
qualntaiice  with  God :  It  is  the  day  whcrdn  wo  hate 
out  firts  ^  'bewail^  our  needs  to  get  fupplied,  6dr  hard 
hearts  to  get  mtlred,  oiir  dead  afledions  tb  get  raifedg 
^r  guilty  coAfcjQices  to  get  difburdened,  our  dark 
iminds  to  get  feAli'ghtcned,  our  weak  graced  to  get 
ftrcngthctied  :  Wic  havfe  this  day  God's  word  to  tearth 
our  families,  out  ch^dren  to  inftni£^,  Chrift*8  tevc'  to 
commemorate,  death  and  judgment  to  pfoyidc  for,  and 
our  Redeemer  to  treiit  with  abofut  the  favin^  of  out 
fouls.  Irt  a  word,  this  is  a  day  wherein  wc  are  to  make 
vifits  to  6od,  and  receive  irifits  for  Mm.  N6w,  I  do 
appeai  to  every  feriousfoui,  that  knows  any  thing  of 
teal  godlinefs,  if  Ibefe'things  be  not  fo  weighty  and 
neceffary,  as  to  challenge  'the  whole  of  the  day,  and  th^ 
attendance  of  all  our  powers  and  faculties  :'  And  if  fo, 
then  we  are  hound  carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
may  prove  an  avocation  or  diveriionfrOm  doing  them* 

nl.  Another  argument  may  run  thus : 

If 


If  the  ^rorUiiy  cvrcumfl;^nc#a  of  tl^  gsnqralii  j.bc  %l\ 
a$  they  c^A  h^ve  but  little  tiiVie  throi^gh  the  v(C;A  foi^ 
i^pi^fhipping  Gpdi  pin4ii>.g  thciF  fpubt  and  prfp.arinij 
fov  eternity  ;  then  {t  \s  theiK  duty>:lorely  and,diH;xently 
tQ  eavploy  tho  LoYd*8  day  for  thefe  endlb  in  whi^h  Qod 
gr^nu  them  fteedona  foi  ^he^  fande : 

Bqt  the  foriift^r  U  true  i  therefore^  &?, 

The  connexion  of  tUe  (Xiajoii;  pja|fo(itM>a  is  certain  \ 
ffUTft  if  out  Vfhole  live^  b^  little  enovigh  j^  ac<:omp!iQi. 
ingj  ^hcgfcat  wprH.pf  our  falvatign,  th^  fevea^h  day,.. 
or  fevcfitb  p^rt  of  ov^tf  tm^»  is  never  to  t^o  thought;  to6 
i^uch* 

And  fpT  the  ^r^ith  of  the  vpitior  propofitton,  \h9^^  the 
circumftanoes  of  th^  generality  ^K  Cvich  as  abav^  |e- 
pie&ntedt,  I  do  appeal  ^p  the  eicperience  of  the  whp^s 
GO)in|ry  wh^re  w«  Uve,  fl(^^  mqpy  poj^^f  pien  ar* 
there  ^vcry  whffei^  tradc(mer\,  tenants,  &rvarit£(,  work- 
i90O>  ^«*  whofe  W(tfld)y  poverty  ^nd  neceiiKtie^  ^re  Co 
gfe^t  aiid  manyy  that  th^y  cati  fcarcf  g^t  fo  i^uch  fp^r^i 
tiaae  for  their  wort:  ao^  labpus  through  the  ^if^qkt  as  is 
fviScipQt  (09  ^9tliig  ajQc(  il^epip^  ?  They  are  commonly . 
fo  tailed  thrpugh  the  ^y,  tha^  5^^  vk^!it  th^y  W^. 
hardly  fit  fpr  miy  thing  hvt  fleep.  Now,  wh^t  tiiin^ 
liaife  tkf^h  ihrQUgh.  th$  ^r^lc  for  holy  duties.  %xi^  rcljr 
giaua  ei(eT^ifes.  I  What  lime,  for  9^ading  ao4  Pf^yVH^t 
aod  UaffWif  the,  priociplea  ojf  Chtiftiapity  ^64^  §ncf 
Qpd  is  gjfacioftfly  pl^affc4  ^  gWe  th^o^  the  Sdblxuh,^ 
ia  whiqhi  tj^y  laay  Ktir^  fropfx  ^he  Vfo^ldj^  and  ^fflfiploj 
thcmff^vf^  wholly  in  th?  feref?iid  religious  poncerns  \ 
I»¥C^  th^y  |io|  the  g?^ftte(\  pce^,  plpfely  an4  d'Jigently 
to  fp^nd  and  improve  the  whole  Sabbath  therein,  Nx^ithn 
qnt  4ify  kiii4  of  ^u^nfceflary  4ivei^£iQj:i  frqm.  the  fame  i 

-4r«*terc  j(»Pl  majay  poor  feyvant^,  ^yhpfe  in^f^?;7S 
s^^  fo  jev^re,  that  tb^y  will  npt  ^Upw  them  half  an 
ho^r  m  a  day  IP  (erve.  God,  Pif  mi.nd  theiv  fpuls;  ?  aac^ 
&ould  ih^y  nql  greedily  lay  hold  qp  the  pppprtvinvty 
qi  th^  Sabbath  fcr  ihefe  f  nd^j  at^d  l^t  no  part  of  this 
hlefTed  di^y  p^f^  ftway  idly?  N^Wt  ^or  rainlflers  ev 
Qther^  tp  tell  (vkchf  tWt.the  whole  Sabhatl\  4^y  is,  too 
Ipng  for  ^ci  fore(aid  fpint-Hal  e^^^r^^ifes,  a^d  tq^ch  then 
to  fpend  away  part  of  it  in  carnal  recreations  qr  idl^ner&» 
Ma  "     ^  j^ 


in  my  opimoo^  is  a  moft  com{>endioiM  wiMfrte  profA6te 
attieUViD^  iji[Qorance  afid  profanity  amongft  diejiT.     A^^,^ 
4oth  Jiot  daily  experience  coD6rm  this  fii<i  tr«HM  Dof 
we  not  fee,  that  profaning  the  S  )bbath  op<;i]8  a  dojor  to 
all  fTofanity  ?  and  that  in  thofe  places  wibcre  people 
negicfl;  the  Sabbath,  or.fpeiid  the  half  of  the  day  inuc-r'. 
crcatiQ;i$  and  idlcnelf^j  there  ignorance  and  imrtoralitf 
of  all  fort^  abound,  and  fami)y-wor(hip  ai^^  pietf  are  rie^^ 
glediicd;  whefca«J,nn  thje contrary,  in  thofe  places  whtrio 
the  whcilc  Sabbath  is  clofcly  obferv^d,,  and  r^reatjona ' 
difcouragedy  there  we  fee  Chriftian  knQwli;dgfy,  mota's ' 
lity,  the  fear  of  God,  and  fan)ily-godUneff»  d^  8our|(k 
':^nd  profper?  Ocular  experience  ihews  us,  th<it  ^e^ 
fourth  command  is  a  hpdge  about  all  the  reft;. and  tiie : 
relj^ous  obfervation  of  the  yrhole  Sabbath  day,  •  is  rhe.\ 
^pft  effrfliual  method  ibr  promoting  Chriftlan  l^naw^' 
ledge  and  univerfal  pity. .  People  may  hearalernu>n^odP 
fwp  on  .a  Sabbath,  and  yet.iy  itill  in  their  ignorance*  i^ . 
they  fpend  the'reft  of  theday in  idlenefs  and  recreations^,*  / 
and  negk£t  the  private  meatus  of  reading,  prayinffi  caftK;  ^< 
cKifinj^  ^:onference,  i:ep^tition  of  fermonf,  &c.J  neVCTi 
ex|)e£^;tofee  knowledge  or  piety  flouriflj  4a7)congregan 
tions,  jpyr  famili^St  till  thefp  in^ans  be  qifed^'^ndvpaineV 
taken,/dfter  the  public  worihip  is  ovtf^  to  iiiftfiii&  chil**  . 
dr^n . and  iery ants*  ,0^!  doth  not  the  lamentable Jgno-r't 
xangfi  of  majiy  ppor  foul;  plead  aloud  foK  th# iMA  and^^ 
dilif^cipit  ODferyation  of  iht^yfhtA^  Lord'a  day  ?  H^dminW 
ifters  and, others  a  due  fqnie  of  .thf  n^if^ry.  aa4  perifliing;. 
fl^te  pf  ignorant  fpuJl?^- 1  aip  fure  tfecy  vf^\x\h  ffefe*i|  s, 
more|^  a^a  never  U\  i^p  t<^,^Qh  them  caTn^<  recrititifH^  .. 
on'rfii^^ajr,  '  J'"   ..,,.   rV,_  ;,    .     ,,  .  :   ".r/v'   --; 
Pipoqrm^i?,  fcr|rai|^s..an4  lafcouye^Sj  in>(h^.name  of  t 
Pod  lextK^rf  you  to  fpfi?4|T>Pf^'Qf  God's  da jtinio*»e»'a  r 
wpx:t:,.X^ul)?fve  Jitfeaiw^^^  ttcwefkfor  itj: 

therefore  God,  Tn  pity  .tp  your  fouls*  Jk>ofes?yeu  tjkb 
day  from  your  -weekly  .^york,-  and  .crie*  tjo^  y^  iiqm,Q|i 
higl,  '^C0ime  i^  hither  'j^\  lay  afide  the  thoughtia  of  ^ingt  .^ 
below,  ^nd  *^  fet  your  affedtipns  on  thing$>abQve/t.  As  > 
your  bodies  reft  this  day  frpn^  labour,  let  yo^f  (auls  thinic  ^  > 
on  eternal  reft  in  heaven^  and  yfe  all  |he 'afpantcd- > 
means  for  attending  to  it. 


i^rn 


'^'W:  A  fiMh  tfftument  T  mate  Vife  df  is  t^)ftT  """^  !^' 
/If  Gotr^jJVflfhfttf*  worldly  <*rnp;ioyrhents  on  ~tlite;'^|1>-^ 
l«ith/tliefi't<»ttb5h!y  he  dtfchar^es  carnal  recreations*:' '" 
Bm  thfefdtftiefis  thic ;  theirefore,  *:?.        '    /  "  '/' 
^  T\W  nftJrWrpfii^oritian  ts  undf^niablc  ;  fo'  fllW  aB  t  * 
b«V€  to'pk>^*l4«' the  connexioti  of  the  major  propbfi-'^ 
Ifctij  «*^hidh  W^  btf  cafily  done  thus :  The  great  rea-^ 
feiPi  of  ptohB)it?itg  wortdly  employ mcnU  on  th'e  Sa^Nl 
batkts  bmiift  they  hinder  the  holy  employment  of *^ 
the  foui;  Ai-ild'  ^^feuld  inferrupt  thcdjyitics  of  the  SaR.'.^ 
ba»h«     But  if  e^rntil  recreations*  dbhindeV  t^c^^utie^" 
of  the  Sabbarh,  ahdfpiritual  c:*npIoymcnt  pf  tbtf  foult.* 
a9  much  as^'fervHe  fabonr:,  thtn  ,hy  parity  df  feifon ' 
ttey  ar<f  fdAlddtti  ilfo  r '  Bat  fo  it  is  thvit  they  do  hiriu  "^ 
4l«r^s  m<r6b^  'ye^,  tnote  than  ferule  labout  woti|d  do/^ 
Nay,' I  rh»y  beboM  to  Cuj^  that  a  mm  m?iy  tic  more  I 
ferlotts;  andiiWe  Ms  mind  mbre  ^kcrbtfed  withhcavch- 
If  medittftlWis,  ^hen  plomngj  fbwlng  or  threffiinfj;;;'!^ 
tbtnnriieitlkf  is  about  carniil  entertainments^  re<irea^  ~ 
timtft,  <^»piiftan«s ;  or  i^ftert  he  is  in  irain  promlftiibui;'^ 
cottTpany,  jlHing,  TpbirtiBg,  land  tfetling  ftorle^,  of  Wiilkr' 
iof9ttd«««cittfe  idly  in»  the  ftr^etsoir  fieWs,    T;hdr(4  dc^f 
fsatmik  *ftrfe«|-th€  heart  frottr  Ood'i  fervide,  tliifi  fer-^'' 
TBtt'labfow doth ?  A  n»aft  n^iHfirld.himfelf  mortflnafl^^:^ 
fto§iA»fiSt  ^Y€t  and  horly  duties  afttsr  them,  th^tTaftVt'" 
tte^wA^tebf  fterf'tblltn^,     !t  ^as ithfe  ft^fe  6?  ftiiV  Ait  ^^ 
made  ii^k^rt i*e  %^  ** -Thatit  ^re  better  For;  rtfii*s';^' 
tof^Tpinj^Ofl  tet  trtdn  to  pjo^^;  tfe>h  Tt>tr.  them  'tb'tlartctf;; 
atld^Qt  bn  fht  SlibbatK  d^f.^   '-^dnti  meii'us  n^  ^nri<" 

He  very  well  knew,  that  carnal  pteafures  ari^  mefAii-^^ 
fift^ffrn^thf^Me^oddtt;  ^ti6  ^offy  tlnflt <die  •  foiir :•  ((fr.. 
cdi*fittiiali>tt«5*4ih  'God,  ^Mdi'is'  t!ie»vi^6rk'6f'the  Sa^-'^ 
bath.  l^«t*  #«  fee,  loVers  6*f  (ilifafiite,  and  fe^ers/^df "' 
Godja¥rCctih%ppOfitiori,  «^ririi.'lfii,4.  '  ^  »  j  *i  'r 
t  rf<!|ht  jj^^fott^  to  mAWiply^  aV^ufntnt*  W  diiS?  ,p^r^ '  j 
pofcV  l^ii^^tttiB^t^nih  is  fo  cle^irdfVi  fouYi*  reafoh  afn4 
tl»r.word>vdf 'O0di  and  p^i^ffcuktly  ff6m  Ifa.  lyHi:;iy.  ' 
tO'ifttdl  iad  bl^r're^e  tite ftrtptui'tf 5,  'tbit  1  tAitik*  !f  khAift* 
net^kkw^iy'i^f^mQtc,  '■  ^'-   "''-'  ''■■•  •-"''  't''-^"'*  *  ■ 
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But,  in  refrard  this  truth  hath  many  adi>effaTieSt  (and 
no  wonder  though  fatan  muft«r  up  all  bU  forces  afainft 
it,  fincc  It  levels  fo  direfily  againft.his  kingdom)  I  (halt 
endeavour  to  anfwer  the  chief  obje£^ions  brought  a^ 
gainft  it. 

Particularly,  there  is  one  J.  5,  who  calk  bimfelf  a 
Preibytcr  of  the  Epifcopal  church  of  Scotlandf  that  la 
his  pamphlets  upon  the  Sabbath, 4ately  puhH(hed|  pleads 
for  Sabbath  days  recreations,  both  '^s  lawful  and  datio' 
ful,  after  the  public  worfliip  is  over ;  providing  (as.  M 
qua)i6es  them)  there  be  nothing  immodeft  or  indecent 
therein,  nor  too  much  time  fpent  thereby :  Though  he 
neither  tells  how  much  time  he  allows  for  theiPf  nor 
what  are  the  immodeft  or  indecent  things  turhich  he 
diiallows  in  them ;  but  leaves  every  man  to  his  own 
conilrudion  and  choice  therein.^ 

I  (hall  consider  the  (Irength  of  the  arguments  addu- 
ced by  him  and  other $>  for  thefe  recreations ;  and  t 
fliall  be^in  with  the  chief  one* 

QhjtQ.  I.  ^<  To  hinder  thefe  recreations  after  ftrnion^ 
were  to  tye  us,  who  are  the  difciples  of  Chrift»  ta  ^fk 
ftri€k  a  reft,  and  as  burdenfome  an  obfervaMn  of  the 
Sabbath,  aa  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  undfi  the  laVt. 
which  were  to  judatze,  and  buUd  that  aga»a  Which 
Qfarift  hftih  deftroyed.'' 

jtnf.  I.  The  fourth  comnsand  being  noofal  stud  p#r* 
petual,  as  hath  be^n  proven,  doth  oblig(i  us  toaa  ftri^ 
a  reft  and  ceiTation  from  Mrorldly  anions,  as  it  d>d  |he 
Jews.  I  grant  kidoed,  the  Pharifeei^  invented  a  great 
ik^any  fuperftitioixs  additions  to  th^  t-eft  of  the  St^b^tb^^ 
which  were  not  of  divine^ppoiBtment,  and  wotMha^'ve 
&ad  aU  to  conform  thereto,  as  if  they  had  bi;cii  4iv'm^ 
bw8«  They  afligned  fuch  a  pfecife  fy^miot  a  S^ 
bath^  day's  journey ;  tiiey  frequent^  v^uM  A9t  ajUoiy 
the  relieving  of  mens  bodies  and  beafts  \n  4iftF«&  thid 
day :  Some  came  this  length,  that  though  ihey  ^Hfl^wed 
beafts  to  be  fed  or  watered,  yet,  if  any  cf>th(;ni  fclj^ 
into  a  ditch,  they  muft  not  draw  him.out  ai>thi$<U9^ 
but  fctd  hirp  wliere  he  was  till  the  SafalbatH<WM  over* 
Nay,.  I  have  read.of  Jews  fo  ridiculoufiy  fupeiftitioiia* 
that  Ihey  would  hot  allow  themfelves  to  be  dr^wn  out 

of 
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of  pits  iMrJaii|2[«roi]8  places  into  ^krhtch  xhty  had  fallen 
on  th«  Sabbath,  and  therefore  have  fmarted  with  deatb 
fot  their  lolly.  Some  held,  that  it  was  ahlawfut  to 
kill  a  flea,  take  the  iktn  off  an  apple,  or  do  any  thing 
of  that  kind  on  the  Sabbath  day  :  Nay,  further,  they 
taught,  diat  it  was  unlawful  to  defend  themfelves  a«- 
frainft  theit  enemies  this  day ;  by  which  means  they 
iibmetinnjs  bee^me  a  prey  to  their  enemies :  Till  Matta- 
thiM  the  pririt  better  inftru£ted  them,  as  we  are  toldl 
by  JoTephui^  and  the  author  of  the  firft  book  of  the 
Maccabees^ 

1  fay,  thefe  were  nothing;  but  human  additions  ;  for 
the  fame  things  -were  lawful  to  the  Jews  on  the  Sab- 
bath, that  ans  alk>wed  to  us,  viz.  the  wotk^  of  piety, 
mocefltty  and  mercy ;  as  manifedly  appears  by  the  com* 
mehtary  which  Chrift  gives  upon  this  command,  both 
by  fais  words'  and  actions.  Chrill  defends  hts  pra£Uce 
ki  healinjpr,  and  his  difciphss  in  plucking  the  ears  of 
C6rn  on  the  Sabbath  \  and  (hews,  that  the'  works  of  nc- 
ceffity  and  mercy,  the  relieving  of  men  and  beads  in 
dl^iefs,  were  lawful  dn  die  Sabbath*  Our  blefled 
Saviour,  by  fais  reafoning  againft  the  Pharifee»  on  this 
iak^^\  intends  only  to  reprove  their  fuperiUtious  addi* 
riofns,  and  tt»  (bew  what  thin^  were  lawful  to  the  Jews 
on  the  Sabbath  from  the  beginning,  but  not  what  diings 
are  now  lawful  to  us  under  the  gofpel ;  for  he  gives  n\^ 
ibote  liberty  for  worldly  things  this  day  than  what  was 
before,  fine^  he  '*  came  not  to  deflroy  the  law/' 

1^.  I  grant  indeed,  that  our  Saviour  hath  freed  Ch»i& 
ttatts  under  the  fofpel,  from  the  Jewidi  method. of 
eekbrattng  the  Sabbath,  by  a  typical  fervice  and  cere* 
monial  worfliipyconnfting  of  facrificesi  waAings^  and 
manifold  fites,  which  were  a  bundenfome  yoke.  Now, 
to  reihtrodttce  abrc^ted<  cerenKmies  on  the  Sabbath, 
is  i(!  conferfe)  to  judaize,  and  rebuild  what  Chrift  hath 
deitroycd ;  smd  whoever  are  changeable  witii  this  in  any 
degree,  let  them  fee  to  it. '  But  what  tnan  will  call 
abftakiing  ftotn  carnal  recreations  on  the  Sabbath,  an 
d^rrt^afed'Jcwifli ceremony  ?  or coRi|)are thcftriQ  fanc- 
1:ifi«ati<MTiMf  the^Lord'sday,  by  the  pleafant  evan^reli* 
leal  facrifices  of  prayer  and  praife^  to  the  burdenfome 
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method  of  obfcrvingr  the  Jcwifli  Sabbath  I  Chfift  \&SSk 
tpldusr  ib^this  **  yokeiseafy,  andhisbuhienisJight;*^ 
^d  ^H  his  experienced  difciples  "will  fet  theirs&al  to  thtf 
^TUth.  of  it.  .  ,        t 

I  Fo^  4T)y  part,  I  do  not  fee  how  a  man  c^n  own  the 
tnorality  and  unalterable  obligation  of  the^fWirth  ooov* 
ffiandf  and  not  grant  that  we  are  as  flri^ly  lied'  to  ino^ 
{a)  duties  on  th^  Sabbath  as  the  Jew^i  audi  oonfequc^N', 
ly^tp  ^hc  ^me  holy,  reft,  and  diHgenii^  in. the  ^rticeol. 
Qod  upotiit;  fince  the  change  made  by  Qforiiftfacom* 
ing  i&  only  in  circumftantial  or  ceremonial  tbifigji,  vi2!«> 
the.,  day  of.  the  week,  and  the  nature  o£  the  lEeiPfice  or 
fa^ri^c^  requifite  lipon  it*  .... 

],Qbiea^  "  But,  bcfide«  the  nature  of  the  ibrfke  and 
woTinip,  there  ^ere  feverskl  peculiar  tbinga  requtr^  cif 
the  Jews  upon  thp  Sabbath,  not  binding  ^p^n,tts :  Par* 
tic^larly,  concerning  the  not  drcfling  <rfn!ieatr, going;  o»«' 
oj^  the  place,  kindling  of  fire^  bearing  of  b(irAeii9>  thx^^ 
n^t.^re  oftbepuniibment  of  Sabbath  btcakin&  douhlef 
fjipUiccs,"  &c..  ,       : IV  '*'.'■■    ' 

\  A^f,  I*  If  any.  of  the  forefaid  things.  wqp0  liymQal  ot 
ceremonial,  then  indeed  it  is  abrogated  by^CbriftrsiQpai»# 
ing,  and  not  binding  upon  u$ :  But  dus,  ^iU.n^wifc  al^ 
ter  the  «^fe  i/trith  refpe£t  to  abftsuning  it^m^  Qamirt  ISCH 
crca;tpiis  on  the  Sabbath,  whieh  can.ncf^  beirfiockoiied 
typic?il  ojc  ceremonial ;  it  being  what  is  ptfrp^«aUy  men 
rai,  an(i  necefiary  to  the  fuitable  fandifiofitionx^f  thi#. 
holy  day,  in  all  ag<?s  of  thei.wprld*  f-  .  .      '   k 

2.  |4et  the  forefaidanftanccs  be  natri^^ly  tconfideredj 

Snd  it  will  be  found  tb;^  there  is  no  (^chrpccsaliiir  thing 
berdn  as  is  commonly  ifigagined,       ,,..,.        ir 

I.  As  to  drefTmg^  of  meat  on  the  SabWth»  t^  only. 
place  whenpe  the  prohibidpn  of  at  isinf^rjfcd.i^  Exod« 
xvi.  1 3*  concerning  the  preparing  of.  mani:^.  Th^« 
ate  feveral  interpreter^  who  think«.thar  the  ditirmg 
of  it  on  the  ^abbath  is  not  here  forbid  \  \mi  that  they 
are  there  ordered  to  lay  np  a  |>art  of  it  undr^fled  foe 
the  Sabbaths  But  granting,  as  the  mod  part  of  in- 
terpreters do,  that  the  drcfling  of  the  manna  is  thero 
difchargcd,  this  will  not.  infer  a  difcharge  of  drefiingt 
any  kind  of  meat  on  the  Sabbath:  finc^  there  were 
"        *  fpme 


fome  thkigs  peculiar  to  the  mannai  beyond  (Mthec 
jsu^t :  Fdr, 

i»  iThefe^M  a  particulat  profnife  made  concerning 
it/  that  wa»  ndt  made  concerning  other  kinds  of  food^ 
¥tz.  That  it  (hOiuld  not  fpoii  nor  corrupt :  For,  in  that 
hot  oeifotrfft  dreflTed  meat  C9uld  not  eafily  be  preferred 
good  and  wholefome  over  night. 

a*  There  was  much  more  fervile  work  requ.ifite  iti 
pieparing  mianna  than  other  kinds  of  food }  U  behoved 
tD'be  **  gdilded  in  millsk  beat  in  mortars,  and  baken 
in  pan5|^  Num.  xt.  8*  Now^  fo  much  fervile  labour  a^ 
bout  pivparing  of  food  was  not  (it  upon  the  Sabbai^ii 
flnceit'did  tH>t  tend  toihe  reft  or  refrefhing  o^  the  bodyj 
bat  rather  to  the  toiling  of  it  \  and  likewife  it  took  uji 
fidiey  hands,  and  Would  have  hindered  them'  from 
fandifytng'of  the  day.  So  that  there  is  no  pecuViarity 
itt  thifi  prohibition  \  for,  were  we  in  their  cafe,  aha 
bad  oi^nda  tp  feed  on,  it  were  not  lawful  for  us  to  pr^<^ 
{Mre  at  tm  the  Sabbath,  more  than  for  the  Jew^ :  But 
it^  isPcertain  ditff^hey  did  drtfs  other  meat  on  the  Sab^ 
bath,  that  required  not  fuch  fervile  labour.  Otiiy  we 
fltfe^ght  ISf  th)».prohibition>  as  wtU  as  the  Jews,  to 
bf^turefUl^to  prepare  that  meat,*  which  requites  mucB 
teit  fttid  paiils^  before  the  Sabbath  «ome ;  and  fo*to  or-* 
dit  metiers  aboiit  our  bodilf  ptovifioas  ttie  day  before^ 
th&r'ftrvtilDta  iiMiy  be  as  little  l>iudered  from  fanAifyin^ 
di«iSillM^b,iUxkl  the  work  of  the  day  as  little  ititcrrup 

U •  As  to  the  fecond  inftanec,  the  prohibition  o(:  *' go- 
irigOUt^lhtil?-pUcts  on  thtt  Sabbath;*  Expd*  xti,  7^ 
iftite|iUkv^^:lNn^(fhe  conteir,  tj^atitisto  be  meaiit  ld| 
going  out  to  feek  manna,  it  b^ngf  an  unneceflary  ferVlier 
^brky  ij^  tKh^efOre  Unlawful  on  the  Sabbath-day.  tot 
thoc^h  th^3^^^  wisre  reftrjiined  from  going  through tHd 
.  ftftiej^orfiekte  on  {he  Sabbath,  for  worldly  WUrnefs', 
TA^eatlbn^ot  J^ting  off  the  tiitaei  yet  not  from  aH 
watlkingjit  tlpavelling,  when  either  the  works  of  plecy 
dl^^e^etttty  did  require*  j  for  a  ^  Sabbath-day's  jovtrneyt* 
wa^  alio.#e4  A^s  i*  >2i  The  Ph?rifee$  indeed  jointed 
ic^tb'tv^  tS^fend  eubite^  (which  fomc  make  one  ^milei 
•Uiei^«^^t\^,'^iiet;tirdipg:  to  the' difFcrtnt  Cjibits  ifi^  Tife 
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ainong4h€«})  in  ref^^r^  dbi«  v^%  |o  %e  ^e  jiHAanes  of 
the  utmoft  part  of  the  camp  of  Ifrael  in  thewildomefi^ 
fifom  the  tabeffiacle  -eo  wshich  they  were 'boand  tore- 
pair  for  w€Hri}iip  on  the  *Sabbath  day.  Sut  4in6  was  %o 
^«eod^warfant  for  ftinting  the  SaM^atli  d^s  jMrney^to 
Mtfh  a  precffc  fpaoe  \  lince  it  muflt  lie  either  inore  er 
lefs,  according  to  the'^diftanoe  of  peoples  dweilin|[8  &019 
Ifie  public  ordtnaneesy  io  attend  which  a  petfon  «iay 
ji^  tnany^niles,  and  not  profane  the  Sabbatih.  ^c 
Shunattimitifii 'Womaii,  ^  appears  ft9m^  ^^%^  tv>'23« 
ttfed  to  travel  on  «he  Sabbath  to  ^  -prophet  ]^(ha»  to 
attend  pvfblic  ^vv^oirfhip,  and  wait  on  his  ^dunjg. 

IS.  As  ^o^  prohibition  oi  ^*  'kindKng  ^rei**  Esod. 
%'Kiiy,  3/  4f  wedon^er  theplsu3eMd«0B^xt»wc  wiil 
lind  diatit  is^nly  kindling  of  fire  for  fervile  work,  par* 
ticdlsfriy  for  che  wo#k  of  rearing  np  the  tabeigpaqilei  Ihat 
«hey<wefe  ikesk  about,  which  is  there  fofUdd^n :  This 
-is -die  mind  of  VfttaUus,  Junius  and  Ter-mc^iusi  and 
-tbe  beft  camnieniatoi«  on  tlie  place.  For 'God  is  hevf 
giififig.  dtredions  for  ma&ing:  toe  ^tabernacle ;  and,  to 
|>fei(ent  their  thiiAing  that  the  natwe  offtfac  woiii;,^ 
^fleipeqyiredin  doing  it,  «?ouM  jjuftiity  lheir;i«oi^UBg 
iat  it  on  the  Sabbath,  he  fii^ft  d^Tchatfges  jiU  wof  king  oS 
that  day,  ?erfe  a.  and  then  more  patticuJatty»  ir.  3.  lie 
forbids  ik^  -work  of  kindling  £re,  as  that  <^  fmiihs, 
Ibunders^  or  ^ny  others  for  preparing  matetieds  -for  the 
tabernacle.  And  jb  he  will  have  4hat  w<>tk,  -dioagli 
for  a  facred  ufe,  give  place  to  that  which  was  nv>Fe  in«« 
mediately  iacred  and  neceflary,  viz.  tfieprefent  fan£li- 
4ication  of  the  Sabbath;  -His  doth  not  prohibit  ki^d- 
itng  of  fire  for  the  worits  of  4ieceffity  or  mercy,  y hidi 
prefentiy  tend  to  the  better  fanAiffiiig  of  tiieSaibbath^ 
Unce  dits^  for  the  ferviie  wort/of  the  tabemole, 
wotitd  have  <faindered  tihe  prefent  fanSification  o|  it ; 
whereas  kindling  of  fire  fc^  warniing  our  bodies,  pre- 
paring meftt,  or  for  Ibewing  light,  do  i^ot- hinder,  but 
tend  to  promote  the  fan£li^ng  of  the  Sabbath*  Yet 
weihoiild  take  care  that  we  do  iiot  extend  pur  liberty 
'this  >  way  too  far,  fo  ae  to  tnake  folemn  feafts  on  the 
^Sabbath,  which  require  much  forvile  work,  and  fain- 
derthe  duties  ^  4ie  Sabbath ;  for  though  we  be  not 
«  forbidden 


forlridSdeA  tm  die  LordV  dty  to  kMIe  a  firb  fdr  dliei^ 
fii^  me^ft,  yet  we  vp^vA  bewate  w^e  ftrake  itot  fiid»  » 
fiaffie  aarJhmU  Kodle  tke  fife  ef  GodV  wratb  agafoftut 
on  tKat  day. 

IV.  As  t<ythe  bearifi^;:  ef  burdens  wH  iSke  S«bb«»h>  > 
dhffift'  hath  giverf  no'  ndcre  ttbi^ty  to  us  thb  vi^y/  than 
to  ihe  J6W8  9  for,  thocif h  he  commanded  ifae  impotent 
nfan  oty  tfie  Sabbatfcy  }ohir  t.  i  c.  <*  f6  take  up  hi»  bed 
and  walk/^  ydt  this  Waa  no  carryiag  of  8#  burdaii'  fiat 
any  fectdar  d^git,  but  ar  tteean  required  for  gldtUjMng' 
of  Ood|  aAid  pobKOntig  the  mt#ae)e. 

V«  Aa  to  their  piloting  of  SabbathAfeafcing  wkk  < 
death.  Numbers  xv.  this  Mofiged  to  the  pdtotal  Uw^. 
which  wafir  p&ufor  to  thcf  JewiSi  eemm)an«  wealth/  iMd 
doth  not  bind  other  nattontri  exeepC  ft>  mt^'  o^  k  aa  isrt 
6f  itlii¥e'rfil  Moral  equity;  for  &e  f»ec^]ial^  CJh6Mi-i 
ftam^  6t  nafitos  requkd  peeiriiar  fbatiiter  and  ftmA*^* 
tnents-for  fome  particular  crimes.     But,  in  the  acxtt. 

Shotf  the^e  appears  td  ha^been  fom^  fpeeialff  in  tlttC 
abbaid^bresdLer8  cafe  9  for  #^  do  not  find  4hdt  ftahb : 
biitdi^breainftg  wa!i^  alwayil  fe  t«rii(hdd>  atftoywatda^     If  > 
we  read  furies  30.  tndt  ^r.  we  (be  God  iMeifeiiifig ; 
death  to  all  fuch  as  fin  ptefemplnenflyy  and  \t4ih  th* 
hfg^  hand :   And  in  the  ?ery  ndst  veife^*  lAie  SabbaAi- 
breaker  b  brtte^Ht  In^^tflty  y  wMdir  makes  h  probable^' 
thait'  hf»  etiihe  wi  atteilded  with  ifte  s^gravailai^  of 
prefiiniptaotts  finning* 

VIv  As  ib  the  double  htriSxi^  ^qiiifdd  on  (biii  S^b* 
batK  '*  f^iiw  knnby  in  tkt  mornings  aild  twii  »«  ih<$ 
efeofl^/  Nuflft.  xtfiit.  9.  10.  1  grants  Ihey  were,  a) 
heayy  btnrden,'  in  regard  of  the  grfeatf  ta^^enteand  bodily 
toil;  the  JiiWs  wore  pttt  to*  thereby,  frdm  whi^  (Smii 
Kath  hajprpiYy  fre^d  us.  hi^^  eteeplfng  u4i»t  was  typ^' 
cal  and*  eer^nKmial  in  their  worfhrp'  and  fa<f rifioea/  tbcre 
is  nodung  h^rd  peeidhir  to  them  t  h/r  other^fe  we  are 
Mi  as  much  bound  td^  double  f^ificea  to  the  Sabbftih 
aa  the  Jews:  Wef  are  bdrnid  n^  doubio  our  ^d^Vottenv 
our  prs^rsj^eur  praife?^  £tc.  tfate  dayi  beyond otKer 
days.  Tea^  a$  I  ihewed  before,  ^e  are  more  oailed  to 
it  Aair  the  |^sf  WhicH  affo  is  eonBrmedr  ftom  Ezek. 
Tslth  4.  5.  #h4fe,  mfkead  of  th'e  four^  iMnbs'  required 
N  z  on 
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on  the  Sabbath  in  Mofee's  time,  wc  fee  that  m  Ezekicrs 
temple- fervjce,  which  points  at  goipel-times,  the  Sab- 
bath-offerings were  to  be  **  (ii  lambs  and  a  ram  ;"  in*" 
timating  not  only  the  continuance,  but  the  advarrc^ment 
of  the  Sabbath  fan£bification  in  the  days  of  the  Meffiah, 
and  thajt  Chridians  ihould  exceed  the  Jews  in  zeal  and 
diligence  in  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  and  (hould  multi«  ^ 
ply  duties,  and  offer  up  a  greater  plenty  of  fpiritual 
lacriiices,  and  be  more  aftive  and  intcnfe  about  the 
works  of  the  Sabbath,  than  they  were :  And  good  rem- 
fon  for  it,  (ince  we  have  both  the  creation  and  redemp* 
tion  to  commemorate  this  day,  and  a  more  excellent 
worihip  to  perform  upon  it. 

But  I  proceed  to  examine  the  reft  of  J.  S*s*  argu-  - 
ments  for  Sabbath-days  recreations. 

Ohje^.ll.  **  Our  Saviour  faith,  that  the  Sabbath  is  • 
made  for  man^  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath,"  Mark 
lu  27. 

AnfThiiB  word  makes  not  for  his  purpofe ;  for  Chrift 
adduceth  it  in  defence  of  his  difqiples  **  plucking  the 
cars  of  corn  oil  the  Sabbath,"  for  fatisfying  their  hun- 
ger, which  was  a  work  of  necei&ty ;  and  not  in  defence 
of  carnal  diverfions  and  recreations. 

•  But^  that  we  may  take  up  the  true  meaning  of  the 
place,  we  muft  eonfider^  that,  if  by  Sabbath  be  under- 
ftood  the  true  fan£kification  of  the  day  by  fincere  wor* 
fhipping  and  ferving  of  God,  then  certainly  man  was 
madie  for  it :  But  if  Sabbath  be  taken,  according  to  the 
Pharifees  fenfe  here,  for  the  mere  external  reft  of  the 
day  (as  Chrift  certainly  underftands  it  in  this  i^ace)  - 
then  indeed  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man  $  this  ex* 
ternal  reft  being  but  a  mean  for  the  true  fanAification  ' 
of  the  SabbitCh,  ?nd  defigned  for  the  fpecial  good  of 
man,  partly  that  his  body  might  have  fome  repofe  from 
labouri  and  chit  fly  that  he  might  have  a  folemn  oppor* 
tunity  to  worfhip.God,  and  bold  communion  with 
him.  Nqw  (fays  our  Saviour)  it  were  unreafonable 
to  think  that  a  law,  intended  for  a  privilege  and  bene- 
fit to  man,  (hould  be  improven  to  his  hurt  and  ruin. 
The  great  deGgn  of  the  Sabbath,  pleads  for  '^  works 
9f  nec^ty  aii4  mercy :"  For  how  caq  God  be  ferved, 

or 
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or  the  foul  profited  on  this  daf,  if  care  be* not  taken ' 
for  preferving  the  l.fe,  and  fupporting  the  bodyi  m  or- 
der thereto  ?  Ikit  how  this  text  makes  for  carnal  diver- 
(ioris  on  the  Sabbath,  I  fee  not;  onlefs  one  (hould  fay^ 
thatChrtft  meant  whai  he  faid,  <<  The  Sabbath  Us 
made  for  man/'  that  it  is  made  for  his  corporeal  plea«* 
fures ;  which  is  mod  abfurd,  and  dtre^ly  Contrary  to  * 
Ifa.  Iviii.  13;  . 

Ohjea.  III.  "  The  hindering  of  men  from  Sabbath* 
days  recreations,  is  an  encroachment  upon  our  Chrif« 
tian  liberty." 

Anf.  I  would  gladly  know  what  he  means  by  Chrif*^* 
tian  liberty.      I  take  the  gofpel  fen(e  of  it  to  foe  this/ 
,  that  Chrift  hath  purchafed  for  believers  niider  the  gof* 
pel,  not  only  liberty  from  the  dominion,  guilt,  and  * 
punifhment  of  Gn,  the  bondage  of  fatan,  and  Hing  of 
death  ;  but  alfo  hath  liberate  them  from  the  yoke  ofl 
the  ceremonial  law,  to  which  the  Old  Teftament  faints  i 
were  fubjedled;  and  iikewife*  from  the  curfe  of  the 
moral  law ;  yea,  and  from  the  power  and  obligation 'of" 
it  too,  as  a  covenant  of  works ;  fo  as  they  are  neither 
to  be  jnftified  nor  tondemned  thereby.     But  that  ke 
hath  obtained  any  libeity  to  us  from  the  obligation  of 
the  moral  law,  as  the  rule  of  life  and  manners,  mbre 
than  the  Jews  had,  I  know  no  orthodox  Proteftant  that 
will  afiert  it*    Now,  if  the  fourth  command  be  a  part 
of  the  moral  law,  (as  J.  S.  owns)  to  pretend  to  any 
freedom  from  the  (lri£t  obfervation  of  it,  and  what  is' 
troly  moral  in  it  under  the  gofpel,  is  onchriftian  licen- 
tioufocfs,  and  not  Chriftian  liberty.     Chrift  never  pqr« 
i  chafed  a  liberty  to  us^  to  be  lefs  religious^  or  lefs  dili- ' 

k  '"  .  gent  in  prayer,  praifes,  and  other  duties,  than  the  Jews ; 
for  this  were  no  true  liberty.  Our  true  liberty  lies  in 
a  readinefs  to  obey  the  holy  will  of  God,  our  only : 
rightful  Lord ;  and  in  being  in  a  capacity  to  purfue  our 
chief  good  and  great  end  *•  and  the  more  we  are  difabled 
from  t^is,  the  more  we  are  in  bondage.  And  hence 
it  is,  that  the  Pfaimift  faith,  Pfa}.  cxix.  4;.  ^'  I  will 
walk  at  liberty,  for  1  feek  thy  precepts."  But  for  any, 
under  pretence  of  Chriftian  liberty,  to  walk  loofely  and 
licentioufly,  is  to  deftroy  the  end  of  Cl^iitian  liberty, 

which 
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wM^bi^i  <<  That,  beiiijif  dellveKd  ooC  of  the  BamTt  of 
oaret^mies^  we  might  ferVef  the  ii6rd  wkhodt  fear, 
in  htXmtk  aind  right^onAiefo  before  hinir  a)l  the  daf  8  of 
oiMr  life/*  Lufce  i.  74. 75. 

ObjiB.  IV;  <^  The  reftfaimAg  thefe  recreaftittw  isf  iio< 
a  goM  politic  for  proicoting.  godlinefir;  fory  inft^ad  of 
thiB»  it'  dfiTes  p^OfAi^  to  the  other  extreme."  . 

Anf.  1.  Though  it  were  a  good  politic.  Lam  fu^e  it 
is  ha^  diirinity  :  FoTy  we  inuft  riot  66  eti),  liiit  gedd 
niiy  ^^nre  of  it. 

2.  It  18  no  new  thing  for  mens  lufts  and  conaptioni 
to  grd^  More  impetuous,  and  be  the  rtvore  i^rftafed^ 
by  the  reiWaints  and  ptoinbicionr  of  Gk)dV  holy  andt 
juft  laws,  Rom.  vii.  8.  Yet  no  Cfariftiati  cfvAr  frfcadcd 
that  thefe  laws  fliottld'  be  either  difpenfed  whh  gt  flack- 
eiteed  upon  this  acceunt )  but  ftiU  owned,  the  fauit  to 
be  i»  our  ownr  corrupt  natures,  and  not  in*  Ood^s  ex^ 
ccilent  laws.  If  all  thefe  precepts  were  to  be  dipenfed 
\rkh,  thsrf  are  grating,  to  the  Infts  6i  cariial  Ine^y  theit 
fiw  of  th^iir  wouM*  be  binding;  for  every  fplricuair 
dnt^  is  unplesdfitet  ta  them. 

3.  If  intpiiry  be  nrade  into  tfai  ftate  of  tlnd  floek?  of 
thofe  liiinifterff  ^ho  ufe  this  politic^  I  app^hend  it  ^\ 
be  found  to  have  but  vary  bad.  fnccefs  in  promoting 
godHnefe,  or  even  morality,?  either  dn  Sabbath- or  ireel^ 
day.  Nay,  on  the  oontraryy  thefe  Satbbath-^da^s  re* 
creations  wi>l  be  fouhd^a  pofttie  of  heH^  #herever  the 
experiment  is  tried,  for  banidiing  piety,  and  promoting 
all  foflvof  profanity*  Whereas,  in  thefe  places  where 
ih^y^are  eohfcieiitioufly  fuppreffed^  Sabl^th-hdbhe£i» 
family-w6rfliip,'  and  tiu^  piety,  are  knowirto  be  in  a 
flovriihing.  condition., 

4*  If  magiftrates  and  minrftetsf  would  cordiadly  join 
hands  in  the  eaecution  of  civil  and  ecclefollicai  law» 
a]gainft  Sabbatb<-breaking  and  profaii^nefs^  the  inpdn* 
0U8  erufptionsr  of  mens  lufts  6n  the  Sabbatt^  would 
foony  through  the  blcffing  of  God,  be  eSeduaBy  dam» 
med  >ip  and  reftrainedr  A  refolute  refiiting  of, the. 
deyil,  is  the  bcft  way  to  overcoAie  him  \  whereas,  yeiid* 
iiig  to  him  in  any  degree,  is  the  ready  way  ta  be  van* 
qioilhed  by  him. 
•  Ohjea. 


I 


^fiifiMaAl  an 

mjia^  V*  ^Tbe  Qhriftiaa  Sabbath  (faith  }.  S.)  ii 
m  .fefturftU  aQct  con&quetuly  falacing  Auifchnes  hj  % 
cbearful  an4  xnotaalxonvecfatlon  togethfirinoarhouCDt 
on  that  day  <if  there  be  j)pthing  immodeft  or  indeqcnt 
itiArcon,  pfMT  top  ii^uch  time  ^nt  theteb]^  is  not  oirir 
lawfult  iMt  duttfui  alfo.'^ 

Anf,  I.  I  fuppofefae  means  die  coomexung  of  friends 
and  heij^hbouxs  to  carnal  feafte  and  jentcftainments  oa 
the  Safcbathy  and  holding  ^ood  feUowjQiip  tog^jthefi  a£- 
4erdi€  ipanoer  of  tbe  world:  for,  if  he  meant'amr 
^dier  converiatioa,  I  ^hiiik  he  would  not  cautioa  a* 
^xasA  the  fpeodiog  of  too  much  time  therein ;  Car 
iher«  as  iitttef  need  of  any  fiu^  cautAon  with  tefped  4» 
/jpirUual  oonveiiation  :  Ad^Sf  thece  is  iittie  time  Aient 
<ikecein<!  J.  S.  had  employed  his  pen  jtiuch  better,  \i 
he  had  cecommended  this  fort  xif  convrrfation  oo  tht 
Sibbath^  9Qr4hat  of  a  carnal  fort,  {leople  are  apt  e^ 
nott^  to  dearn  it  wpithout  a  teacher* 

fi.  iiredyjowp.die  ford's  day  )U>  be  afeftivai»  iMit 
it  is  for  the  foul,  not  for  the  bodj.  This  is  the  iay 
in  >wlnch»6hriftiaBS  are  brought  into  4he  banquettin^* 
houfei;  but  the  iare  is  ceieftisd,  ihe  dainties  fpititttdl  t 
0n  this  day  >they  are  feafted  and  fiUed,  but  it  is  snth 
iiief^aeiji\of  God's 'houfiBi  vid  .the  jrirers  of  bit  jptea* 
Aires :  "^^s  day  4A^y  are  made  joyf ui,  but  not  with  car- 
fudjoyand^irtfa^  the  deafures  Are  Ipicitual,  |he  |oy 
is  dinne.  {  do  upt  fay  that  this  d^y  ought  to  ibe  kejpt  as 
a  fa(l-day  fcf  affliding,  the  body  ;  no,  it  ianeceflary  she  ^ 
•body  dhpald  he  .feafgnably  refrefiied  and  iiippor^d, 
chat  it  <ma|r  be  ferviceaUe  to  the  foul  .in  the  work  of 
ihe  da^,  and  iervioe  of  Xiod,  and  may  caU  the  'Sabbath 
A  delight,  r^ice  in  God's  gpodnefs,  and  be  oheer£»l  in 
the  celobration  of  the  love  and  praifes  of  pur  Rodeemer. 
But  to  fay,  that  iet  feafts,  carnal. eotertainments,  and 
\good  £dowlhip,  are  proper  duties  on  .die  Lord's  day,  is 
ftraoge  do£trine  $  for  then  I  fee  not  haw  carnal  mir;^ 
and  joUity  call  be  excluded;  and  fo  God's  body  day  fliatt 
he  turned  injtp  a  carhnral,  c^eftrudWe  to  the  btetfed 
«nds  and  dcfigiis  of  it.  Modeft  and  hoaeft  provifipn 
^or  our  tables  on  the  Lord's  day,  ^s  what  I^  do  not 
iBfcommend :  fiut  J  (ay,  **  S^  ietfis,  fymptuous  en« 

'  tertainmets> 
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tfrtainment9|  and  too  liberal  partaking  of  the.  cifea- 
turesy  are  not  proper  on  this  day ;  in  regard  they  are 
apt  to  indifpofe  us  for  the  duties  of  the  day,  by  ^render- 
ing  the  body  dull  and  fluggi{h«  and  inclining^  us  to 
drowfinefs  and  fleep  }"  as  alfo,  the  preparing  of  them 
doth  detain  fervants  from  the  ordinances,  and  divert 
them  both  from  public  and  private  duties  peceffary  for 
the  fandifying  of  the  Sabbath.  It  is  obfervaWe  of  our 
bleflcd  pattern  Jefus  Chrift,  that  though  he  frankly 
went  into  the  houfes  of  Pharjfees,  and  others,  on  week* 
days,  when  invited  ;  yet  on  the  Sabbath*day,  it  is  only 
faid,  he  went  into  one  of  their  houfes  to  eat  bre^d^ 
.  Luke  xiv.  I,  that  is,  to  take  fuch  moderate  refreflimcnt 
as  was  fuitable  for  that  day,  and  we  the  work  of  it  i 
teaching  us,  that  on  this  day,  we  (hould,  like  Mofes 
tfnd  Jethro,  with  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  £xod.  xvSi.  I2« 
^*  eat  bread  before  God,"  u  e.  with  a  deep  fcnfe  of  his 
all- feeing  eye,  and  fpecial  caution  againft  all  inanher  of 
cxceh,  or  anything  that  inay  indifpofe  us  for  holy 
duties.  :  . 

Moreover,  obfcrve  what  manner  of  conyerfation 
Chrift  had  at  this  Sabbath-day's  refrefhment:  He  in- 
deed folaced  himfelf  and  the  company  with  a  inutual 
and  cheerful  converfation,  but  it  was  wholly  fpifituai 
and  heavenly,  concerning  the  feaft  provided  for  us  in 
the  gofpel.  This  was  fuitable  Sabbath-day's  converfa* 
tion,  that  needed  not  J.  S's  caution  againft  fpending  too 
much  time  therein. 

But  J.  S.  is  fo  zealous  for  thofe  Sabbath*days  recrea- 
tions and  entertainments,  that  he  is  not  content  to 
prove  the  lawfulnefs  of  them,  but  he  will  have  them 
binding  on  us,  as  nece^ry  duties.  But  I  would  fain 
know  how  any  manwiU  prove  the  dutifulncfs  of  theniz 
Pray,  where  is  the  command  for  them  ?  where  is  the 
acdvantage  of  them  ?  wherein  do  they*  promote  the 
great  ends  of  the  Sabbath,  God's  glory  and  fouls  edifi* 
cation  ?  I  think  I  have  cleaily  proven  the  contrary.  I 
ihall  only  add  this  word ;  I  make  a  fuppofition,  that 
a  poor  foul  is  brought  under  a  law  work,  or  deep  con- 
visions^*  like  the  jailor,  by  means  of  the  fermons  on 
the  Lord's  day  :  Will  any  man  fay,  that  if  would  be 

his 
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Kn  dttty,  {Hrefently  after,  to  ^  to  thefe  feaftsi  enter- 
tainments and  recreations^  and  thereby  hinder  or  quench 
the  operttions  of  Go£s  Spirit  on  hit  foul  ?  I  would 
lather  think  it  his  ^ttty  to  rethre  from  the  vrotM  and 
company)  «9  prayer  and  ielf-eicaititnation^  in  order  to 
etft^rrtaifi  and  cherifh  the  Spirit's  work  on  his  heart. 

Oyeff.  VI.  "  But  thefe  recreations  and  entertain- 
ments  will  not  hinder  the  fan£lification  of  the  Sabbath^ 
but  rather  help  to  quicken  and  prepare  us  for  our  iiic- 
€eedin{(  devotions.'* 

^fi/:  I  am  perTuaded  diat  thofe  who  exercife  them* 
felves  to  ^dline6,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  power 
of  it,  will  not  talk  fo  *,  nay,  they  will  tell,  Brom  tfaeif 
fed  experience,  that  the  meeting  of  promtfcuoua  com- 
pMiM  on  the  Lord's  4ay,  for  carnal  entertaiaments^ 
Tftin  walkiti^,  talking  and  fportinf ,  are  fo  far  from  fit- 
ting us  for  after  devotions  or  fpiritual  exercifes,  that 
Aey  dif edly  ^i>d  to  deaden  the  heart,  fupprefs  convic* 
tions,  qoench  any  warmnefs  of  afledions  and  livelinefs 
of  frame  wrought  in  us  by  cfae  public  ordinances,  and 
fo  render  os  the  more  indifnofed  for  fpiritual  employ'* 
ments*  Indead  of  quickenmg  and  difpofing  our  mindg 
for  rettif nifig  to  God'e  woHfaip,  they  do  the  more  in« 
^reafe  our  averfenefs  thereto*  Experienced  Chriftians 
tan  tell,  that  private  meditation,  readings  or  Chridi^ 
an  Conference,  are  far  better  means  to  fit  us  for  our 
evening  devotions  on  the  Lord's  day,  than  carnal  re- 
treations*  ' 

O^J^^.  VIL  "  Some  intermiffion  for  recreation  is 
needful ;  for  we  eannot  be  employed  in  fpiritual  cier« 
cifes  a  whole  day  :  This  would  be  a  great  toil  to  the  fpi- 
rtts,  cfpecially  of  fuch  who  have  been  fore  toiled  with 
iervile  labour  through  the  week :  Nay,  the  bed  are  ready 
to  faint  and  Weary  in  the  continued  exercife  of  piety .'^ 

An/:  X.  The  extent  of  God's  precepts  is  not  to  be 
meafured  by  our  ability  or  inability ;  neither  can  our 
impotency,  to  give  obedience  to  God's  commander  in 
the  lea^  invalidate  or  weaken  the  authority  thereof. 

2.  By,  the  fame  argument,-  the  Jews  might  have 
pleaded,  that  they  were  not  bound  to  reft  the  whole 
Sabbatl^  nor  fpend  the  whole  day  in  religious  sexercifes; 

Vol.  IV.       .  O  for 
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for  they  were  liable  to  the  fame  infiTmitics  that  arc  in^ 
cident  to  us. 

3.  I  frankly  allow  what  refrelbment  is  ncccffary  fo'i^ 
fupporting  nature,  and  for  the  better  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  Sabbath:  3ut,  for  the  forefaid  fcar^ 
nal  divcrfions,  they  are  fo  far  from  being  necciiary  for 
furthering  the  work  of  the  Sabbath,  that  they  ire  great 
hindrances  thereto. 

4.  If  labouring  people  need  recreation  for  their 
bodies,  then  let  them  have  fome  time  on  week  days 

for  it ' If  for  their  minds,  I  know  no  fuch  fit 

recreation  as  the  joyful  commemoration  of  the  love  of 
Chriil,  and  our  redemption  from  bell  and  wrath  through 
his  blood,  and  the  cheerful  finging  the  praifes  of  our 
Maker  and  Redeemer,  which  is  the  very  work  of  the 
Sabbath.  Is  it  not  a  recreation  for  Chrift's  flieep  to 
feed  in  his  green  paftures,  and  to  be  led  by  him  befide 
the  ftill  waters  ?  to  behold  the  waters  of  life,  dear  as 
cryftal,  flowing  bstwixt  the  banks  of  ordinances  ?  to 
get  a  pleafant  profpeft  from  mount  Nebo,  of  the  pro- 
mifed  land  ?  Is  it  not  a  recreation  for  a  condemned 
man,  to  come  and  hear  his  pardon  pronounced?  for 

•a  hungry  man,  to  get  pleafant  food  and  heavenly  dain- 
ties ?  for  a  fick  man,  to  get  all  his  difeafes  healed  I 
Muft  it  not  be  a  carnal  and  ftupid  heart,  that  will  call 
thefe  a  burden  or  wearlnefs  ?  There  are  many  who 
weary  not  to  fpend  whole  days  at  markets,  in  buying 
and  felling  ;  nay,  whole  days  and  nights  in  gaming  and 
drinking  :  And,  will  you  call  a  day  fpent  in  fuch  plea- 
fant and  refrefhful  work  a  toil,  which  is  the  highcft  pri- 
vilege of  a  rational  creature  ?  Surely,  no  workman  can 
be  fo  glad  of  a  day's  eafe  from  his  fore  labour,  as  a  be- 
liever fliould  be  to  have  a  day's  releafe  from  his  world* 
ly  bufineff,  that  he  may  freely  and  entirely  converfe 
with  his  God  and  Saviour,  and  rejoice  in  his  bounty 
and  redeeming  love. 

5.  Every  Sabbath  we  meet  with  many  ixnavoidable 
interruptions,  which  take  us  ofF  from  the  duties  of 
God's  worfliip,  though  we  go  not  to  contrive  unne- 
-ceflary  diverfions  and  recreations  for  this  end.  There 
is  much  of  every  Sabbath  fpent  it  preparing  food,  dref-  . 


I 


^f  the  Sabbath.  xjj 

Sng  and  feedinf^  our  bodies,  going  to  the  churcl),  and 
returning  from  it,  attending;  children,  cattle,  &c.  O 
how  ii]iany  are  our  avocations  and  intermilEons  in  fer* 
vijig  our  Creator  and  Redeemer  on  the  Lord's  day,. 
which  we  jconnot  ihun  !  And  (hall  we  think  the  reft  of 
the  day  tqo  aiuch  for  this  important  work,  that  we  mu(t 
go  feck  carnal  diver fions  to  drive  it  away  ? 

6, 1  grant,  the  bell  are  ready  to  grow  weary  of -duty, 
becaufe  of  the  avcrGon  oi  our  corrupt  nature  to  thaQ 
which  ib  good ;  but  carnal  recreations  will  never  cure 
this  averfion,  nor  overcome  that  wearinefs,  but  will  cer- 
tainly indulge  and  increafe  the  fame.  The  beft  way 
to  cure  wef»rinefs  (next  to  the  grace  of  God)  Is  pradlice 
and  experience  in  religion,  and  fincere  wr^flling  and 
driving  agaiiift  it.  .  ReGfling  overcomes  it ;  but  giving 
way  to  it  doth  increafe  it. 

7.  The  Lord  knows  the  carnality  <and  wearinefs  that 
our  hearts  are  naturally  prone  to  in  the  work  of  the 
Sabbath  j  wherefore,  for  remedy  thereof,  he  hath  gra- 
cioufly  appointed  variety  of  exercifes  on  the  Sabbath- 
day,  that,  ^when  we  weary  of  one;  another  may  be  our 
recreation.  Arc  you  weary  of  hearing  ?  then  recreate 
jourfelves  with  prayer  :.  If  of  that,  then  recreate  your- 
felves  wit|i  Trngihg  of  God's  praifcs :  If  of  that^  then  re- 
create yourfelves  in  reading  God's  word,  and  other 
good  books  :  If  of  ths^t,  then  recreate  yourfelves  with 
meditations  :  If  you  weary  of  that,  then  recreate  your- 
felves with  Chriflian  conference,  repeating  the  fermons, 
inllrufting  your  families,  &c.  If  you  weary  of  public 
duties,  then  go  to  private  v  if  of  thefe,  go  to  fccret 
duties.  Is  there  nut  here  a  delightful  variety  of 
plealant  %iritual  employments,  fu£icient  to  recreate 
purfejiv^a  with  for  one  day,  without  needing  the  help 
of  any  fcnfual  diverfion,  to  pat  off  the  precious  time 
of  this  bleiTed  day  ?  How  think  you  to  fpend  a 
whole  eternity  in  fpirituai  exercifes,  when  .  ycu  weary 
fo  much  of  one  day  ?  Whatever  carnal  men  think, 
I  am  fure  a  godly  foul  will  be  far  froni  counting  this 
work  a  burden  :  Hearing  and  reading  the  fcriptures  is 
a  far  lefs  burden  to  him,  than  recreations  and  paftimes 
would  be  \  for  God's  "  tcitimonies  are  his  delight,  and. 
O  a  he, 
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^*  he  rejoices  in  them  more  than  itt  aH  ttclWfi,'*  P6f» 
cxix.  Tea,  nothing  in  the  wortd  isrfiich  a  blir<le&  to 
him  on  tlve  Sabbath  as  his  ill  heart/  his  itttle  delight  m 
the  Sabbath,  and  fhorftioinings  in  the  duties  thereof) 
a:nti  nothing  fuch  a  pleafure  and  recreation  to  him,  as 
Mfhen  be  can  win  above  thefe,  and  get  his  heart  fifted 
up  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord. 

i  am  fare,  it  is  no  unpleafant  work  that  God  c&Us  us 
to  on  the  Sabbath ;  who^  but  a  wicked  man^  wiR  count 
it  a  wearifome  thing  to  think  on  Chrift,  and  his  dying 
love  ?  to  hear  the  fweet  meffages  of  free  grace,  and  re« 
Toice  in  the  forefights  and  foretaftes  of  his  ererlafting 
love.  You  know  the  Mack  charaAer  of  thofe,  who  of 
old  called  Sabbath- work  a  burden,  and  faid,  *•  when 
will  the  Sabbath  be  gone  ^*  Amos  viii.  5.  This  tem- 
per (lands  in  oppofition  to  gofpel  holinefs :  Therefore  I 
think,  J.  S.  and  every  gofpel  minifter  (hould  be  fo  far 
from  indulging  it,  by  giving  way  to  carnal  recreations 
and  diverfions,  that  he  ihould  do  what  lies  in  his  power 
to  reprove,  difcourage  and  remeid  it.  And  if  mintfters 
would  be  at  jpains  to  preach  and  pray  with  life  and  a- 
wakening  fenoufnefe,  and  afford  their  people  a  picafant 
variety  of  wholefome  difcourfe  concerning  Chrift  and 
eternity,  it  would  be  a  far  better  way  to  cure  Acir 
wearinefs,  than  to  prefcribe  carnal  recreations  oh  the 
Lord's  day  :  For  this  is  a  cure  that  both  ftrengthens  Ch# 
difeafe,  and  is  as  bad  as  the  difeafe. 

Objf^.  Vlll.  "  But  walking  in  the  fields  on  the 
Lord's  day  fcems  to  be  a  hatmlrfs  praftice ;  why  will 
you  not  allow  of  that  ?" 

jfn/.  Whenever  the  works  of  piety,  ncceffity  or  mer* 
cy  do  require  it,  it  is  allowable ;  but  to  do  it  idly,  for 
putting  on  the  time,  or  for  worldly  employments  or  re« 
creations,  is  what  the  word  of  God  condemns.  It  is 
not  only  lawful,  but  dutiful  to  walk  abroad,  if  it  be 
for  attending  public  ordinances,  vifiting  the  fick,  or 
other  Sabbath  duties ;  for  then  it  is  not  for  finding  our 
own  pleafure,  which^s  difailowed  by  Ifa.  Iviii.  i  j.  Exod. 
xvi.  29.  And,  by  the  fame  rule,  f  cannot  condemn 
tender  perfons  walking  abroad,  or  taking  the  air,  if 
their  health  truly  require  it  i  for  the  Lord  loves  mercy 

rather 


radicr  tban  berifios.  Not  do  I  cohdetnn  a  perfon's 
going  to  fields  this  day,  to  hav«  opportanitf  (like  Ifa^cV 
in  t^  erening  for  fecret  meditatioa  and  prayer,  when 
he  "neants  eonvenieocy  for  it  within  doprt ;.  for  a  walk 
thus  improved,  may  be  a  walk  to  heaven,  and  is  very 
coofiftpnt  with  walking  with  God.  Only  take  thefe 
tn^  cautions ; 

1.  If  yon  walk  abroad  this  day,  chufe  to  do  it  alone 
a»  raucb  as  poffiblc ;  for  people  goin;;  in  troops  to  the 
fields  occafions  idlenefs,  vaia  talking,  fporting^  and 
imfpeiidtng  pteeteu*  Sabbath-time.  The  foctety  of 
vain  perfori*5  helpeth  to  embolden  one  another  in  fin 
and  follvj  and  m^keth'them  more  incapable  of  Spiritual 
exercifes,  than  when  fingle  and  apart.  Yea,  I  am  per* 
fttaded,  that  thefe  companies  of  people,  who  fo  com- 
monly go  a  walking  together  on  the  Lord's  day,  do 
xiot  fo  much  as  pretend  to  be  fpiritually  employed. 
Alas !  they  who  kaow  them  beft,  can  tell  that  they  arc 
moft  unfit  for  it  at  fuch  occafions*  Should  any  come 
and  fpeak  to  them  about  death  and  eternity,  Chrift  and 
thdr  fools,  or  propofe  any  ferious  queition  concerning 
Ac  fermon  they  have  been  hearing,  I  fear  he  might 
expe£l  to  be  mocked  and  laughed  at  by  them  for  his 
paifts. 

2.  Let  your  walking  abroad,  in  any  of  the  forefaid 
eafee,  be  fo  ordered,  that  it  may  not  give  fcanda],  nor 
infnare  others  :  Study  to  dp  it  fo  privately,  that  others 
may  not  be  hardened  or  encouraged  in  their  bofe  re- 
creations, on  this  day  by  your  example:  For  evcti 
thefe  things  whiqh  are  lawful,  and  otherwife  ncceffiry 
in  diemfdves,  are  not  to  be  done  when  they  may 
prove  a  fcandal  or  temptation  to  others  to  fin ;  for,  in 
fuch  cafesi  we  ought  to  deny  ourfelves  of  ourliwful 
liberty. 

Obje£f.  **  We  find  two  of  Chrift's  difciples  travelling 
to  £mmaus  and  back  again,  on  the  Lord's  day,  and 
Chrift  met  with  tfaen>,  woA  did  not  reprtive  them  for 
it,"  Luke  xaiv. 

Anf.  This  was  the  firfl:  Lord's  day  of  all,  and  was  not 
then  fully  inftitute,  or,  at  leaft,  made  known  to  the 
difciples ;  for  they  weve  not  then  afiared  of  Chrift 's  re. 

furrc6lion. 
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furreflion.  A^ain»  walking  abroad  this  day*  for  prdl 
motitig  the  works  of  piety,  for  declaring  God's  glory, 
or  pre  Khing  the  gofpel,  is  not  unlawful :  And  fuch 
was  this  walking  of  our  Saviour^  and  his  two  difciples^ 
theit  return  to  Jerufalcm  this  day. 

Now,  having  fully  handled  this  pointy  of  ^^rugatwe 
{an^lification  of  the  Sabbath,  or  the  holy  reft  requifite 
lipon  it ;  I  proceed  to  treat  of  the  pofiiive  fan£lification 
of  the  day,  and  of  the  holy  exercifes  required  therein. 


SECTION    11. 

Corxernittg  the  pojuive  fatiB^cation  of  the  Sabbath^  and  the 
holy  excrcifss  requifite  ufon  it.  ^ 

THE  reft  of  the  Sabbath  is  not  a  lazy  idle  reft : 
No  ;  it  is  a  holy  adive  fort  of  reft  that  is'  re- 
quired upon  it.    Though  we  ceafe  from  works  of  one 
kind,  yet  we  muft  be  diligent  in  works  of  another  kind. 
What  I  have  to  fay  on  this  head  may  be  fummed  up 
in  the  following  directions. 

1.  Concerning  the  difpofition  and  frame  of  the  fpul^ 
needful  for  fan6lifying  the  Sabbath. 

2.  Concerning  the  holy  duties  requifice  upon  the 
Sabbath. 

3*  Concerning  the  fpecial  order,  method  and  man« 
ner,  wherein  thcfe  duties  are  to  be  performed. 

4.  Concerning  thofe  particular  fina,  whereby  the 
fan£li{ication  of  the  Sabbath  is  hindered,  or  the  Sab« 
bath  profaned.  , 


DIRECTION    L 

Concerning  the  Frame  qf  Spirit  Jit  for  SanBifying  the  hordes 
Day. 

THE  moft  fuitable  frame  and  difpofitioti  of  foul, 
which  I  can  recommend  for  fan£lifying  the  Sabbath 

day,, 
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6ay,  IS  that  of  John  the  divine,  Rev.  i.  10.  '*  I  was  in 
the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day-**  It  is  a  mod  comprc- 
henfive  expreflion,  and  a  noble  pattern  for  our  imita^ 
tion ;  wherefore  I  (hall  enquire  into  the  meaning  knd 
import  of  it.  It  is  probable  it  may  imply  fomething 
exfraordinary  with  rcfpeft  to  John ;  he  might  be  in 
feme  fingular  fpiiitual  extafy  or  tranfport,  which  ordi- 
nary Chhftians  cannot  attain  to :  Nevertheiefs,  the  ex- 
preffion  imports  fomething  attainable,  and  which  ought 
to, be  endeavoured  by  all  true  Chriftians  on  the  Lord's 
day. 

To  be  in  the  Spirit,  may  be  taken  either  as  refpc£l- 
ing  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  our  own  fpirits,  or  both :  For 
certainly  both  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  our  own  fpirits^ 
are  necefiary,  and  to  be  much  employed,  in  the  fan£^i« 
£cation  of  the  Lord's  day :  Wherefore,  taking  the  ex- 
prefDon  as  including  both,  I  conceive,  to  be  *'  in  the 
Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,"  imports  thefe  things : 

1 .  A  fpecial  dependence  upon  God's  Spirit,  for  con- 
duct and  aififtance,  in  order  to  the  right  performance 
of  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath,  and  exercife  of  the  graces 
therein  :  For,  without  the  Spirit's  aid,  we  can  neither 
pray,  praife,  hear,  read,  or  do  any  thing  aright. 

2.  The  V  ferving  of  God  with  our  fpirits,*'  as  Rom* 
1.  9.  or  "  worftiipping  him  in  fpirit,"  John  iv  24.  and 
performing  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath  with  inward  fin- 
cerity  of  heart.  **  The  Lord  defires  truth  in  the  in- 
ward parts.  He  faith,  "  My  fon,  give  me  thy  heart  i" 
not.  Give  me  thy  ear,  thy  tongue,  thy  lips,  thy  hands, 
^r  thy  knees ;  for  thefe  may  be  given  without  the 
heart :  £at  the  h^rt  can  never  be  beftowed  without 
thefe  as  its  attendants.  This  is  fo  neceifary  in  all  our 
duties,  and  approaches  to  God,  that  God  faith  of  it,  as 
Jofcph  did  of  Benjamin,  "  Unlcfs  ye  bring  your  hearu 
along  with  you,  ye  (hall  hot  fee  my  face."  You  may 
obferve  Sabbaths,  hear  fermons,  nng  pfalms,  put  up 
prayers,  &c.  but  all  will  be  to  no  purpofe,  Ifa.  i.  ii. 
God  would  rather  have  the  heart  without  the  body, 
than  the  body  without  the  heart.  Soul-prayer,  when 
it  is  alone,  is  accepted  \  but  wo  to  bodily  prayer,-  if  it 
h&  alone« 

3.  A 
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yin-^rrr---' i  .••    ,  ■     -'■        •  "     f'^ '•-tJ  .-^^  *'^/'^P.^ 

aburai^ing  our  thoughts  from  earthly  tmngsi  'dfirt/VlJii 
i|r^  l|/;  fitted,  for  more  iounediate  a|ip(^heft.t(>  (ScHi 

uCI^.ute^to  dc^  mprcfattuiiariy  «itb  bi«>f?jl¥Ppk^ttlMfx> 

a^Plhextimcs^      .  •  ;      • -^  •'r.- f^f  • '-.v 

cfi'ii  A.^y^°?  ourfelvo*  Open  to  thp<  itifiw^nf0$  ^Jo 
cjKraj^oi^to^  the. Spirit  of  ip^d,  waitif^|f<f;)i;^|i|d^h|knkfr  ^ 
folly  er^tertainiag  his  jnptions,  convi^of«hf>>^Qcl^.l 
ai\q  ,fibnfQ)ation8y  vthed  they  are  ^iots^f^'-^^  i*H  ln%ft|i^.l 
qrjdi/^^c;?^ ;  and  carefully  guarding  againft.  ^yAY^th^.s 
t|i^t  ipay  in  the  ieaft  grieve  or  offend  the-iiiMy'^pin^  \i 
,^i^  i^ofe  than  ocdinaiy  intenfeAeii  of»^^4wp^f  449^^ 


a^c]tipn$  in.ihe  duties  of  God'a  wor(bi{>4  .Qri'SacbbMbti 
d^ysj.erpecially,. we  ftiauld.be  **  ferveiH  ie^ijgiiit, feTiFf,^ 
iOjg,  the/ I*ord  ;"  mx  fhouJd  call  in, all  fMr  ftr^yiftgo 
t^cuglits  and  afftdionsy  praying  with  th<  pbtjn>i(^  P^V,; 
]x.xx\i..  1.1.  ^'  Unite  my  ^eart  to  feartby  Ri^4Q9if  y '  ^n4d 
Hii  b^  |8.  *'-  (Quicken  u^,  and  wc  (hall  pali  rUpOi\,t 
t^,^x>ame.'*  ;  This  day  wc  ftpuld  putfortlhOfrlpi^r^fg 
tual  flrength  to  the  utmoft,  perform  eyef  yd  ^iyx.afviiq 
C3q:^,(;  every  grace,  with  the  greateft  intF»fe«iefrj  wc 
oug^t  tQ^^pve  God  with  the  rooft  fpbUiner  aif<RQipPV^« 
o)?^ey  him  with  the  purcil  inteDtloris,  pray  tOiff^m^.^j^ti^) 
th^  mpft  fervent  importuxntjc,  and  prai(^  ^^,w?jBh  if}^o 
moft  Ijiritual  elevation,  xf  heart :  Nay,  ,i)p.j^  jipi  i^^^99 
fuu^bje  proportion  to  the,grcatnefs  of  th^VG^^irf*  v^H^ii 
whc^  we  have  to  do*'  ip.fo  folemn  a  r^^vi^'  oiv-.tj^f^^ 
lord's  day  j  for,  Pfal.  cl.  a^we  m^ift  no5.p|ilyi***pira5ipfi?.^ 
hjrt\  for  his  mighty  adls,**  but  "  J>^aifc^^ip.,iicc^ipgttj 
to. his  execilont  greatnefs^j"  wf  mttft;Wpp(fc^P'iliw>>.i»)lP.fi 

hiiiiftlf,''.    ' ^         \^  \  //     \    .'....    ;  , \,} 

'6.  A  willing  ancl  chearfulpcrforman^  of: .Sabbath. ^f 
dulled j  We  ought  ta  call  the  Sabbath  "  a  4fii»Rl>*»  ^^Yi  f 
tivic  b^nourahkAs^nd  go  thj(  day  with  *^  J07  to  dfaw^..^ 
water  'put  of  the  wellf  qf  iVlv^tipn,"  aodj^;.**  joyful  in  \j 
the  hbufe  of  prayer.'*  Holy  David  w^f  ^pt.fafiisfied:-! 
thi$  day  witln  $1  bare  apf}fos^  to  the  altar,  butiie  tnuft  ' 
••  |ro  t^'God.as  hia  exceitding  joy,"  Pfal  j^Wiu  4.,.'Aft4  ,i 
ought  fi^t  (^eiievers  undertae  gofpeii^xpon^^^cially  t(x,[; 
d9,^iis"oh  the  Lord's  day,  whp  have  ood  iijr  j^^i^^ian 

nature 


i^  thi  L9f^i  An^,  Hi 

tki^ft  \6  gd  >6|  attd  hafd  the  ^lorioos  ttehietdmfitt# 
di  conikfeeilcUtkg  awd  redeai^ing  \istt  t6  commethofsittf 

Th*;Lori  T*<itt?f«»  »«  to  pctfarm  the  duties  of  fhH 
Avf  wiA  tf  ffaf*»e  df  mlm!  faitable  to  t\t  {pxAt^  fteb* 
Aoih,  aiid  Kbcrtf  of  fhtf  ^ofjufrf^  guarding  againft  <hc  fcf- 
%lte  frame  of  fjiittt  #liich  the  Jc^*  had  in  the  (AfeWartce 
of  the  dtftt^  6#  thft  law :  For  •*  we  are  n6t  come  unto 
the  motittt  th^t  hatn^  wUh  fire,  and  wa^  tcrtible  to  be* 
lK>ld  \  but  unto  mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  liVtn^  G*>d.'* 
Irf  the  fcrrice  of  thU  day,  w*  ootjht  to  k^ep  up  impt^ef- 
fioni  6f  God  as  itfoft  ace6<&ble,  f  imiliar  to  U9,  26d  direl- 
Img  in  our  own  nafut^,  aiM  as  one  <hat  dofh  not  fd 
nMft  r^afd  our  outward  p*tft>rmafK:t9,  as  the  hi  ward 
frame  and  fincerity  of  our  hearts.  The  Phatifees  pttf- 
tettitil  t<9  fftki  fttfflftefs  abfTUt  the  outward  obfetvance 
of  Ai^  $«bbafh :  (and  fcence  they  prrfu  ned  freOu  ntly 
t9  <^i^fate  GWtfft  ahf!  b»  difeipfcD  praAi^es  oh  this  day) 
fctot  th<?y  #«fd  ftrartger*  to  ihvrard  fificJcrity*  and  lore 
to  God.  It  rt  the  iviWirtg  mind  MA  hoheft  hf  arr^  In 
Sab6sieh]^i<fefr?i^a>nc^$,  that  God  chiefiy  reg^d<^,  no!  a 
piUitHttCal  flfitAi^f»: 

7.  Being"  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord^s  day**  lAtplfeii  , 
the  hiffw%  of  rtie  gr»!r68  of  the  Spirit  tn  a  more  lively 
oeraHe  this  day  than  oi^dlnary  i  And  therefore  ^^ 
ottg^ht  tMs  day  fol^mnly  to  invite  the  •*  north  and  fouth- 
#iiris  of  the  S^rit  t^  come  and  blow  upon  ouf  gardena^ 
thrtit  the  fpficea  Aerc^^  may  floti^  out  f*  and  that,  parti- 
cufarl/  m  aff  out  appi'wiches  tfc>  God,  we  may  be  poifeft 
•whft  a  holy  awe  andf  reff fence  of  God's  majefty  and 
fipreatnefsy  and  a  deep  fenfc  of  our  own  bafcrrefs  and 
nattghtinefsi  artd  have  our  faith  acting  vigOT6u(ly  upon 
Gdd's  gootfnefs  and  mercy  in  and  through  Chfilt,  oui* 
h^M  meWng  w1(h  evangelicafl  contrition  and  repcn- 
tatite,  em  tove  ahd  fp-ritual  defores*  flaming  forth  in  all 
irdf  aAs  of  devotion^;  nay  att  our  gra;ces*  and  affeftiorta 
ihotrld  be  thisday elevated  mOrc  than  dlrdmary ro God'a 
fpectal  hOnotHr  and  gloty. 

8.  A  rttite  than  otcfmary  fpWtual  and  heavenly 
frattie  of  ftml,  futted  to  the  ^'ork  of  this  d^y*  Sirtce 
this  day  is  trtiolly  dedicated  taGod^  anH  fpirittral  duti^rf 
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?i^  t^^If  work  of  U>  -our  fmae  ii^K>iv}irf<liiWJid;!be 
i^rf)>^a;veol7  and  divkie,  than  upoB^afiy/i^lhct  4^J[»  ^.'i 
whcttgoing  about  the  dutiea  of  God-6  ^^OiHpi^^*mfii 
q^X%rnci  we -(hould  thia dajlie^inuch,  v|&vilM:') apgi^ 
adftiiritjgrwkh  than  Wulacfc,  the  dyiOR  f^,  lm%fif^%nt^fnl 
aM'^be-'glof  10419  ^'^  work  of  redemptioi^"  n^^^f^l^^t^k^ 
tlllilrdayby-bis  refurreaion.  We  (boumib^rliTnig.^^}ii 
d^yr^b^iie  4he  worlds  aod  within  viewof^biqiav^fd  tpfiji^ 
i^j\\m  iv^  9i  little  emblfosn  and  prekuM  ^r^ff^^veff^js 
Ijrfttngvf^ftpf  the-feijfttff^bovc.^  a ->  n -joi  boO  y^l 

hg^  MitnportSt  that  there  is  fomething  x>fr  al»^uniiMeT 
Ca^^fafi^y  and  hoKnjQfs  peculiarly  reqoir<terrMpOfi.'itI^ 
da{^^  Now^  ^is  hnOky,  muft  be  univ^f fal|.wi^-jKrfp«|^ 
t^i)UTrely^9»  with  ttfptOi  to  the  day,  and  ^itb#e%)e^o 
toidieduticaof  it.  .      «:  -  ,>j  b.i^-^t: 

>>jwiWith  Tefpe£t  tootME&l?e« }  all  our  tbou^le^^^v^f^ 
aiijd  0£iioos  this  day,  ihottld  be  God'a  ia-a;fpfd«l  maPK 
nQFtH-^ll  that  we  are^  all  that  we  have,  allrnsre  ca»^di%c 
(ti^^H  bie  wholly  devoted  to  God*8  worfl|ip.9nd.fenFtQi?i:; 
oi9h  fhis  tlay^  Ifa«  lyiii.  i'^.  God  would  o<Nt«piiIyJ|^tr«r. 
our  ihasula  tied  from  woiking,  but  alio  ow  lonfuoa  ffifPkt: 
talkuig^and  our  minda  from  thinking  oawQfkUjfp^^iiigAr'^ 
tMi^dayi  .      -   •.,  v.  ...Owolin^ 

^i  Witb  refpeA  to  the  day;  wt  fltoultf^  tpfmii  ih^x 
whole  of  it  in  holy  duties,  either  public^  prinatl^KPr  ibK> 
cret^    It  is  not  for  an  hour  or  two  only,  that  we  mufl: 
Axdf  to  be  fpectidly  boly,  but  through  the  ^okdaysu 
we  fliould  count  every  moment  of  Sabbath  time  pre* 
cious^  and  fuffer  noneof  it  to  be  loft^tbat  we  can  fave, 
ftill  aiming  to  be  doing  fomething  jfor  Cod  and  our 

own  ibulS4        ,  -.     ..       .  v'^.l»vy^     M.-  .  ' 

3.  With  refpe£l:  to  the  duties  of  the  day ;  we  (hould 
efteiem  them  all,  and  make  confcience  of  tktmitUik&tic 
they  all  have  a  divine  (lamp  upon  the«ireadiiig,jbear9fr 
ing,  prayer,  praifes,  communicating,  naedttatittg^  con- 
ferring,'  cacechifing^  giving  alms,  ^c^i/^.God  ia^t^  bCv. 
found  in  every  one  of  thefe  duties,  and  tkBrdofe.iaQnff .  - 
of'«bem  is  to  be  negle£ted :    And^  when,wK>ifind  himki-)^ 
not  in  one  of  them,  wemuft  feek  him  toaniaihinr  ^^mAg  - 
if  we  cbnfciisntioufiy  gmthe  round  of  ^duties,  wc  (bdi 
furely  '^  find  him  whom  our  fouls  love/'  Ciiiit^itii;4«iov,  . 

r-  Lafiiy, 


^<^/H^;  ^i8f%Xjpr<*<8on,  of  being  "  in  thd  Spitiv  (Jtt- 

the  •Lofcfi'yay';^  impartB  the  petfof mifig  the  tk(tK9 -d#t 

ii;%itlrp1ir^ umi  fpiriruaT  ends,  viz.  **  to  glorify  6o<f^ 

jAsM^cSJof  ^ImV?     God  is  the  fole  objcd  of  our  won-  • 

(Hfjf^^'iiAid'litftnufl; -bo  the  principal  end  of' it  -  too.  '  Iti- 

oter^'^lfMp  W«  mud  feek  him,  Heb.  xi.  6.  tiofiour^ 

filft^8;i"Vlt^id4iatttral  for  man  to  wor(hip  God  for' fdl" 

cxiSkf^  «^e'6ff^n' perform  duties^  not  only  to  he^'ften 

afM^'^ftli^M  oF^mett,  but  allb  «»  befeen  and  trttlbed* 

by  God  for  them,  Ifa.  Iviil  3*  "  Wherefore 'iMhrfi' 11^9 

faf^^^^fary  tltey)  and  thou  feeft  not  i*"  AcMifff  <fid 

x^^ >peifd^n^dat}€»'  to  glorify  God,  }>Ut  to  obt jrih  a^rtf-» 

iii^Ml!f^44i(04Dfeln8;  and  have  a  righteoufneft  i>£  theilr 

o«^  ti(f  €^nd  and  plead  upon.  •   Let  us  ftudy  to  be 

denied  to  our  own  duties,  and  guard  againft  a'fel4lh 

anlhlegalffiilitki  dtir  S^bbadi-ds^ys^performancdd.   This 

vriHKbe  ^  lAt^A  4y  to  fpotl  the  ointttienty  and  wiU*  kedp^' 

01^^  beft*  imiep  from  being  favoury  to  God.     Let^  Qd- 

fil^yiyien  lo  perform  th«m  all  f'  in  newnefs  of  fpitvti  ^ 

aftd^iotrln'tl^  oldiieftf^f tb^  letter/'  Rom.  vii/6«   Lefc 

u<^M6lh«|ii^ttHta«  meanf  for  brinetiig  God  atiilKOiiv' 

f(^k8ii|bg|i^^i 'ai»  np^aae  for  ^btainmg  communioft^^  a»d^ 

fellowlhip  with  God^  and  holding  fpecial  intercoui^^^ 

\Aih  hliiQ'^bkii  iS'  th«  only  way  to  fit  us  for  glorifyin? 

Gidil1$bfh?iiefe and  hereafter.       ^  :  :     '^^ 

fljjm  3w  thib     f    .      ,  ^      .    i    .    *       .^1; 

I  Tfih  ilnriir  r1 1  m  •    n  1  in m  h  i    r  n  1  n  mm  " 

-^iq   txnd  di  £o\ ..'     ,  .   .       ^.  .  .    .     ,       ,  ;,      .   *  . 

mo  bnc  bovT  i  *    ,  .  .  .,  •':         ^    ■     .-         ^ 

Concerning  the  holy  duties  requifite  upm  the  Lord^i  Dajk^^j 
bhjoih  rtr  <  ^^n    ■    '  '•,»•. 

^i^tiSi^iAiJriefinte^ry  upon  this  day^  are  either  ptib^ 

-iiftallfios^nbedldle  with  the  duties  pf  public  perfonf  : 
as'&dk'on/thc.Sabb^y  or  what  is  fpeciaUy  incum^nt.> 
uptiWmfpStsWBith  birrobiifters.  upon:  this  day»  in.  thcif  j 
pMH  CkMtiaiiSjiibut  (h;all  inGft  oni^y  upon  thofe  dttlies^ 
re^^Btod  trfiad4Cbcifiians  in  cominsii.  1.  :  /  .,  ..: 

upon^he^'XiOid^s  dfffJ'  ^  -^  --^   ww  ..-u-^r^  .>     :  ..  ,,i  '   ih^.-: 
./;.\\t:i  P  2  '  -^/^^ 


ri4  ^f^1^^  ^V»W  r$qu^ 

.    An^*  !T^f  y  ^'^  ^^^f*^  whirii  we  arc  biEKAi4^t>6'pi0ffoiw 

ifl  t^epyj>iic  j.iremblies  of  rood's  people  t  'aW  indeed 

^t  S^b,t>?^^  is  inftitute  chitfly  for  the  fblemfi  perfoii- 

j^^ncc^pf.the  <Jut!c»  of  God's  worftiip;  in  the  publfe 

Va^fiiing^iptiiia  people  :  for  the  Lord' hi^tb  a  fpfepald*'^ 

light  twrcin  J  ^<  he  loves  the  gates  oif  Ziioti  twort  thw^l 

.tlic  dweilings  of  Jacob;  and  wherever  two  orchrdj  ^^ 

githe^cd  ill  bU  name j  he  will  be  in  th^e  rtiW(l<*f  lhf«f»? 

^  yiThy  ?    It  is  in  the  afiembUea  of  God's  pe^T#t^pti|K 

H&3pQr{bip>  that  God  receiveth  the  higheft  j^r^ifel  frorm 

*Bi|i  anil  hence  the  Pfalmift  ftitb,  ♦*  I  trB!  gfc«  ihet 

tha^iks  iblhc  gre^t  congregatioft  \  I  wiM  praif^  ih<^  ^ 

mp9^  h)uch  pcoplet-^And  in  hiatempie4<KH^^^f '^^ 

ipcak  of  hi*  glory/'  Pfal.  wxv.  i8*  Pfal.  »<tt«>   A«id  / 

09  in  public  worlhip  God  receiveth  the  higheft  praUto» 

fq  there  It  is  he  faeuoweth  the  richcft  mercies,  FftK  If?* 

4^  •VBlciftd'is  th^  matt  whom  thou  chnfeft,  atnl  catlftft 

to  apptoacb  unto  thee,  that  he  may  dn^l  iti  ^  W^i\ 

WQ  ihallhe  fatisfied  with  the  goodnefs  of  tl^  hiotfft»^^ei 

\Q  what  good  things  are  contained  in  that  %fdird|"t^(i 

*  **  goodnefd  of  thy  houfe  T*  there  ia  pardon,  pe«e^^i#H 

gra-c^,  life*  iight,  ftrengthj  comfettj^  &c,    'Ke^i'^ 

^  public  duties  of  the  Sabhath,  recorded  *\rx  fcribf!lCh}» 

vrhich  Gocl^s  people  ought  to  rnGSft  and  alteft^Ue'tW 

day  for,  are  various  -,  and  particuhrly,  they  «fd  t^l^l 

together  for  reading  and  eii;pounding  the- inKdfd^of 

_  Qod  ^  for  preaching,  hiring,  praying^^  ^{u^iiltt^  jto^ 

c   taking  of  the  facraments;  coUeaing  for  the  f)06r/'&c. 

for  all  which  we  may  ftc  licy.  ^x?ii.  3.*  Pfalm^^xcii. 

ifa'.lxvi.  23.  Luke  iv.  id;  A£ts  \\\u  xb(."^\U^'P^^\£^. 

XV.  %\.  xvi.  13.  XX.  >f.  f.  Cor.  xv.k  1^.    WX  (kirtieu* 

larlj,  \    .  ^  ■■'■■  '     '  '.'.''(I  ji<  i  -^ 

1.  Hearing  Ihc ,  Wotd  piibKcly  «e^ "  ai« ^pt«ached 

with  reverence  and  att'eiition,  is  a  principal  ditty  ^  the 

.    Sabbath)  nay,  oiir  fife  depends  upon  ft,  D^.  xxxK. 

4^.  ^7.     It  is  the  great  mean  God  bath  appointed  for 

the  coriveifion  of  fouls,  Rom.  x.  14.  ty.     WiMMve; 

. .   jmt^n  think  of  it,  it'is  the  powerful  inftrUmcn%  rf  our 

^  lilvation,  kom.  i^  i6«  The  waters  ol  the  ^iftdvtiry  ru^ 

.    i^nk  through'  the  channels  of  the  word ;  'tire  ix^^  of 

' '  grstce  aire  found  only  in  thefe  climates  where  tho  gob 

'^  pel. 


f^^(bi^W^^  Tbc  Lord,  if  \it  |>We(f,  coujWin^me- 

i&ifftif » kflM^  Spiril*  break  o^n.  fmn<r»  hcani }  but  hf 

Jl»f}^4^(^n)UKa  W  honour  hts  word  ia  this  work,  ais  ib 

-fl^^ifvi^yciif^'ii  Qafe^  ^(X%  xvi.  9.  JO.  14.  R^^ading;  the 

*  -metei  WA  i^ri^^^  ^^  home  is  gppd ;  but  heairii^|(  t&fe 

U'WlW^lWa^?^  i%the  ordinary  nfi^an  Qpd  bath  aj^pofnt- 

•^td  §»JtiHF8m^.tQ  Weft  for  converfion  x   PiM  if  tlijis 

hftjflif  !iS«»t.jW  ps9V.»««ffp<tuskJt  no  otlier  waV'  fca^i'  Mj 

^^WW^cftff.iVM  we.ar<j  t(^ld,  Luke  xVL  ^y.^i^i    *g» 

^te  lte?S^#jgIwfied  ftmt  or  angel  ftould  comeilowii 

^lf^l>v^91^  find  pre^h  upon  the  bcautyi  cjf  Chrift^ 

»#i«tialWlfc9|  bcftifep,  in  the  nfwflE  Kvely  and^debfjiKlti- 

.  5%ft^WWBW/V  f«t>  if  ^^  prca<;Hed  gofpel  Ao  pot:  pdrt\iatl« 

l>fiAo«r^  9fk)^^T  wp^l4  that,  Or,  though  a  dai^ticijJ  TtJ&l 

.-fllft»W«^!l»c,fipfroi»  bell*  and  pr^^b  the  cvU  6f  fin, 

x^iy(k4.f¥V«lPI»^^  ^  h^U»  in  xhfi  moft  pathetic  trta^hci' } 

:M)6t|^ei4v?r  would  that  perfuade,  if  the  word  di>,!f:  liot.. 

,  ^fikf^  iks^^fmM  C^d'*  inftjtutcd  n^ean,  the  otficr  n6t. 

^;^iiee,i^.4b<s|i  .have  an  high  cftcem  of  God*«  Qrifljuianrice^ 

5.*il#Lf^wJ»f^<»  .«tt  op«afiQnfi  fot  attending  it.    **  &  fveift 

,?^lfMl»«^%ttWII*  »•  1$^.  l*pr  none  d»re  tg  cpua):  that  me^A«- 

ia/iWCik»Vl|Y  oefj^cahle^  Which  tb^  wife  God  hath  ItiAitut^ 

,5«*<lftfl»vt5ffq^a>  I  Cor.  i.  21.  ^*  l<|^afed  qod>  bjjr  *4 

ifc.ltoJ^ft^H^ft.ojf  ,pfeacbiop>  to  fave  thei3i  that  teiiiftv^i.'* 

^^wApife feflSwV^^P?^  belieying  bttt  by  hearing?  Rcadtag 

:..g#i4j^4PI!9ns^^(9«  one  fa?S|>  ijsi  hke  milk  coid  out  of  the 

-^j^^^rto^dpteidbinf  is  like  ;i>!jk  warm  from  the  brei|ft» 

#Ui(lt(^s  iw  i^We  wuTiftiinj^  to  the  child.     Left  uis*aU 

:^l»5!^fclJ|e9^as  '^ncw  bocahabe^  defire  thJsnaiJkJ;^ 

,  f /'wjc^jBiai  Jbothf  iivp  aiwl  grow^  thereby,'*  1  Pet.  iu  2#    ; 

T '    *ll  ^flothj^^of  the  pi^iq  duties  of  the  Sabbadi  ti 

paUlc  players  with  the  cbngregaition* 
f   .!'.,ftayf^^fcr^.princtpatpai:t  of  CScd'a  woifctp^  aiii 
<  .  tbcar9<l)fe>i^fi(^)^eatly  piUt  for  the  whole,  Zech«  viii 
.jtt.  ^w-TfAiSis  xxu  ^.j.  .  ijcmre  God's  tempie  of  oU 
/•  .M0^«f?vU«4  ^  honfe  of  pray:er.    Public  prayer  is  moli 
'vSMKit&ry^£E^  aiseitiog  Judgment^  obtaining  bleOings,. 
<uyATe^  fffi^xi^i^  lovcaj^duoky  among  Cbnfti»nsv  ai* 
4i;,fo^itfrip.;|^foteoui  owning  the.  God  whom  we  fervc  in' 
<<    ;^€^  ffaqi^^ofrthjs;.  woildj  and  fo  highly  glortfies  diod. 
.«.,»Tfej3b$^[|l#iij^  pleaft^d  to  fee  many  beg« 

'^ri  '^  '  " -'•'•'  "    4:ais 


1^  0/,4ir  I)itiwAnfqu§i$0 

f^bthg^mgingizt  the  beautlMgat&ofhis^leti^itepiiii^it^^ 
i«f/le>t)fti  alipfifrom  bb  haiid*^  And  tlicav^jdim  pt^f^"? 
crs  arc  moftfiwyalcnt' with  him,  fat  mdre  than 'priv»r<^ 
piiincBfeV'fot  a  pfitition  prcfeiite4  by  a  fingleifiibjaft/is 
xWlJOPbprei!^fe«t  «9  that  which  is  made  by  a  'vsAbl©  tityi^ 
'P;f$etit  o«ft.feY  prtlon  toi>e  executed^  AhBiidifbUt  mes 
cf^tt^meet^iapdpraysihim  out  of  hid  enenevias  haimiA<^ 
"Qhfil^nitedjprayera  of  thcvchurch  ammdft  powcKfixfifo^i 
pfG^ui^  Qftd't  bldffingi  aod^pre&nice ;  thcrefoney  tie^dt^/^ 
f<^^tbj|t  lyotr  ifDtke  co«£cieoGe  in  }oinit)g4hev^U7kh;'ifa9i4^ 
.b|ij?t)t,fiiMmiA>ffomth)em..  It  is  a  moftv^gi^belefs^pmiyn 
ttfj^fi^dl^i^^  %thc]r  either  conxp  not  iotathtschfitQfln^UU 
t^.^^Wc«Bfi»yers  be^f  er^^or  they  go  fout  after Termoffo 
bf^ei|)!it|liei prayers  be; madci  1  am  fare,  AMih^^aa- 
exf^^bn^Ai^  by  the  fcrwoa  bufc  a  cuirfei  fiiK»^«Ji*f  ;^ 
jc^l^(ev^iyth>#iir.pcayersior  aibkffiirg^^ 

,rtii  ^tiiyift-thfi  fingifig.Df^alms,  :iitd pfaiSfi^  (3^^; 
vij4aI\^li>fi»gr;eg^iDii,     Praufmg  God>by  filifin^;i:k>f5 
oftfiis^^^tled  ii».£Qript»teioyefty  no  lefs4hanibis»^tfiiieft^ 
i%|li!ift^^ir^:P£J*  xhtiikiS^^   M  is  cfam^Iy  for  tlMi:>pd(^ 
pie  of  God ;  they  are  called  fingtng  bird%^Qant:riiun«KP3 
thf9(f«^  (^C^Ma^ihpuM^fi^gfaEtbetnon^ofitliBye^^^^^  * 
yea,  even  in  the  dead  month  of  affli<filon  :  Soi&l  Fil(utt 
9^ijSM»iinim  irrifan;  at  ^chrigbt,  ^hen  thei9ttbacll&  ^ 
-wef^  ifipi^fi/Kwilh  fcourg^r*  .aiild  their  f«et  ht^^  tht^t 
jEto^H^  A^s  %yL  2-3^  .  out  in,  ii  fpscial  manner;  f|ii^fti]pr 
pr^ifiBfti^^^'J&Od  kvQur  /^ty  m » public  afibmfafiesi,  >ff44i;v^ 
cxj^>^l«iJbu^Jixiy»  j;i<i    Andm  thefe^^^^  botki^^ricioevi^ 
an^b  ^I^<9vvy9UQg>nieaii3nd'matdenr,  old  ^meii^uandic 
chfcI4i^ni*\ 9i^(^und^.ta  afit.^l^art  i{ijthi&  hvaiReniy  cO«^'« ' 
ceiW:,iRf4^*iyitt*  illijiaVjij.  .  And,  above  attikfa^^q' 
th6aS^b}}ati)l>jis  moft  proller  £ait^this  duty^  'Pbli^  Mi.o; 
titk|iP(;)lt)j€XMiiiv  .24.,,.  It  ie^a  day  of  thankfgtvtiiig  and 
bojjcijoy  9.  W.C.  hft.vc  fiqtfs  praifes-tooclebirwecfof  tbr^- 
wf^nd^rs tof  cr^iation  addredemptioo,  we  have  t?be  glb^^' 
ti0m  afi£ior>e$  of<  tl\&  Captain  ^  our  fiilyartion>  co^«iet<»ltv: 
aiui  mi^iify  ;  ^n.d  therefore  the  duty  nrf  j^n^n^^^praifei-' 
thk.rf^y  jftibigWy  n«ccflary,  ..  By  this  daty-wenidtiWilf'^ 
gl^iitiCy  Qod^!:but  we  edify » lone > atiociier^  Cd^  iiivt^t 
TbA  n^dy^and  opnpndtoii  of  many  igioilis  «&tel%  ^ 

.  :,»  .  tend 


;.. 


i^  tbt  L^fd^f  Bay.  ' '  :^ 

\«iik^-^e  heard  the  pfalms  fudp;  ^y^he  ckiflrch«^^  >< 
.<>i^ifiginf;  is  a^  roadinfr  witk  medication^  and  gives  fr^e- 
▼pni-roidbe  thoughts  and  afFe(^n%  and'hefptattq-ds^)^^ 
a9i4  aSuatethir  grace?  ^  it  is  the  breath-  or  iafMd  oF  IdVe' 
€»i!^J!9y^i;i  Utm  the  eternal  wockof  hcayen^  dld^mu(ix5>^; 
faififs  fttidi/aogeU'tlnsre^.Rer.  v;  9.  rovi  i«  sfvU'i^insAtitt 
^idM  »ne  .ehtorcb-afieaibties  :herc^^  but  the  place'  0V  ^tt^T 
affne^tticeihipi  and  preparation  lor  heave«id''|JktU)^ 
nothing' lisi'^be  world  that  liiore  TefiiinUei  heaMevi^  ^itfiifit^ 
a'  apiKp«0y  of  God*8 .  peo^rie  'faarmoniotxfly  <  filing  h&V ' 
pf^ifint  ^^  "witb  K*'3ce  in  their  -hearts,  making  -i^^f^ 
tottfaetiLmrdi'^  for  then  the  foul  rejoicethnih  divina'' 
g9«4iielilkr'incdilatcs'  on  divine  profnifesy  excbto^lviAi^" 
exwUenctes^  andmounM  up  to  God  in  ads  tof  fairil'f 
and  love.      Let  us  then  make  confcienceto^  chit  he^^' 
▼4ld)r'd|ity.tn'the- public  aflembHeSi  andperformfk  wi^ 
h«art^k^/tongae ;  iofs  were  it  not  a  rare  exercife^'G^^^ 
w^i^.noibhQndttr  it  tor  be  the  only  work  of  heaven^  to> 
tho^^cbafiootof  pcayer«  vepentaoce,  readtnf,  beiatiffi|[f  > 
CQi»iminieatuigy  &c. 

^V»YFaitihiiig  4of>the  faeraments  is  anodMnr  |Miblte - 
diitj.'^ftlifce  Sabbath* 

aiio^he  fitft  day  of  the  wisek^  our  C3irifitan'6abWb|^« 
isjlle  pioftsjl  day  for  celefavatiAg  the  memorial  of  re* 
de^rmsf^;  lovoiin  the  Lord's  foppcr,  A£ls  xs.  7.    This 
wa&^tfie^sdimry  pra£tiee  o6ith(E  primitive  Ghftfliliiis  in  ^ 
mAf^nti^mcsiX  aud^'bccauCei^' their  conftant  breaking-  ^ 
ofhbieadban  tUs  firft  day  of  ithe.  week,  it  'wont  to  be 
calkd^>A:^a«Arr;Auguft^  £piit.  ij:8.     So  fifed  ^ixt- 
thes^^u^fiii.  ofr^Ohriftiaas  in  thofe  <early  times  with  loi^e 
to  sod  zeal fo|v their  glorioussRedeeitterv  whO'had  fo'  ' 
\2^3s^f.  poun^d^ourhis  bkiQd.for  their  .redemprion,  that-^ 
when  &Cf  i^iTembkd  together^tipon  the  firft-day  of  t^ie''' 
wedtn  the  day  ho  bad  ii^ftituted  for  his  ItOfiour,^ they  ■- 
couliksot)  think  of  parting,  .until,,  by  the  breaking  4k  '* 
bre4d-flf:Qfii»iing  to  hia  example,  they  had  C'tflebrated 
thoan$mQriab<^  bis  dyingilove^-  his  atoning  blood,  his*' 
.  vi^:orious  refurrecUon  and  triumphant  return ;  whi(^' 
alf^jthcy  dikfi;pied  as  a  {^dge  of  theit  mutual  iot^  t» 

".  V-  and 


0$  Of  ihtHuAs  t^m^ 
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fifft  Ctirtfibns  w^te-ftmlHafe^  liritli  in0re  \1h  ^i^  ld^e»' 
»im1  irere^  MmyA^j  in  a  iietfeer  frame  tm  i^WltAim^  ^ 
l|^]ofiiife»ft>  than.  sk^»  we  nc^jvrrf  ^»1i(^  fnnft 
^mi^^  ii^mmt»tt  iiiKkr  ti^ie  f^me  obH|;«iidrj9  bf  I6t# 
a(tt4  g^kfrde  Co  imr  dytftj^  Hetk^emer,  alrf-lfllvellM' 
fame  ii?f4?of  tht  fre^ent  s^ficatioff  of  Ivm  %kx$(i^  aiMt 
of  a  c#Y^rm^d  tmereft  ih  hit  ^ath,  ihaf  tl^  fvn^; 
*»d  eonfequently  ^ii^he  te  dedtetee  matif  tftiMre^LMd^ 
d9]p«  tt>;the  cekbration  of  tHt  ifkiMfkrifraft  of  klf 
fufjpefi  than  rtow  wc  do :  BIpeeiaUy  fci«hl|t  tlie>attak*^ 
iBf  of:  4hi6  ordtnaoce  le  Ac  proper  work  u5t!lB*>I^rd^ 
ct9^»  0Dd  one  fpectal  defign  of  d^f  inftkiftibri  ^  of  Mi 
.liolyday.  ■■•    •     '  ••■■  ■  •^'^■'''**  '"■  '■ 

%p  Baptifm  i«  moft  proper  oni^ia  day  t  Tli6<d%  li 
Kolyi  apd  the  facraineot  i^  holy.     Chadi^ii ,  (MiiM  be  * 
bioo||bf  to  the  congregatigh,    artd   baptteed  i*  ftife#' 
t^erepf  I  for»  fiace  hapti^  is^  the  door  to  d^rM^l^liiift^  ' 
it  is  fit  to  b^  eftteted  when  efe  fafnUy  1$  «olf^eiied;  df* 
the  church  afifcmUed,  that  fo  ^e  redcfHhH^  ^tf  <  M^  ^ 
nicft^l jitrr ekfo  M^  ho  h«*noIogate  by  tfeenh  5  tWlP' 
th^  parents  engagemetiu  may  have  tile  n^rt  l|^i^;^Rftf ' 
t(^the«>»*  and  thechMret^h^e  r^ore  pra^feM^'t^iit  llf^ ' 
for  tb^m-i  ^n<i  alfo,  that  the  whole  cOtlgl^|^l«on  ^^^^ 
bQ  e4lied  ilif  this  Mittivk'  6f^fhmce,  aivd  eicii^  10  ire^' 
incinbier  anfi  improve  Ihcir  own  baptlfuxa^    '  W'#Mclf  ^ 
acftefvard.  '  '^ 

'      Aa  to  th^  feafting  part  of  tktt  feldit^rdfy/ 1  dd*  tiof  ' 
thi»k  it  ptopcr  on  the  Lor<^  day  ^  Tbii*  t^vrcHlMr 
delayed  tiif  the  day  aftef.  ,  a  ..       "      ' 

v.  Mafckig  public  crtfeflSoW  fer  thi?  jWwr,  la  ii  pf4>- 
per  doty  on  this  day,  t  Cor.  rvf.  r.  4,  Thlsda^  ^titg 
lufliiiatsad  to  keep  u^  d«e  me^omt  cf  ChrifPs  infitfTfe 
ciiarjkf  io  mankind^  and  for  owr  meetfafg  to  i%t^S>ve  new' 
bi((|ringi  and  moreies  futnthim^  we  ate»  iti  gti^titvti^f 
boip^oathiB  occafionio*behbeftillo*hif  pteot:  iTHa 
doth  not  wrong,  but  pomot«  cfur  Sabbath- day's  fr^me# 
^Let.fio  Otftfttan  then  vtgkSt  his  duty,  which  is  fo 
plaiidy^comffmided  by  Clsrift,  and  hite  beex^  pra€Hfed 
by  the  Ckdftia&  cfauveh  kft  iftar  thtife  ti^  dkihlftnid  * 
yeara,  > 

Thbk 


«fIlM^fl^/R6l-  enouglr  Jtbat  ym  gift  'fomMAi^i^ 
▼jHc^  ich.due^  poor -tins  dayi  vmA  thiit  thirtnVf  ^i^Afe^ 
fyw  .£Mfpiiiimrf«Uio  tontnbotion  :  For  this  ^oookl  'hif 
affligiiting  jQi  an  expeefs  command^  and  VtialiAjlf  one-' 
6^  ttl  jaM6<<mt  a&odier  (  and  befitted,*  ^kroaM  ftfnd'to ' 
f|jitvalo43l»ift'9  iii(itmtian  of  deacons  and^'dMrdlmir: 
e||^iivbi^^Q[e4ippotAicd.to  teeeiveand  difl!Mliuti»th«  eoW 
l^ionsUbf}tlie.tp6ot)<  tteording  to  their  Vafiorisn^diei^'' 
6pti»i.  >WlMf9i  tbenpotic  injoina  tli<ei  Corilithiat^  to^  Ihf^ 
li^ilhfipi  )kl«ft<^#ionihc  fiarft  day  of  the  week  thatHhet«^ 
iiG^g}it.he.^  fUllleiingB'wrhcn  he  came  ^'  h  ifr{^la4ti/ttf0* 
c|r|^;n«09in$rthwjdt{M)£ti8f  4heh:  jcharitable  ledfitHbft^' 
tig^  Wh*tbtf0h«itcb^nal6fs:!^For»  if  it  ^gaeve'iiOt  i^ 
there  would  ftill  be  need  of  gatherings  when  he  ettWici ' 
fll  4(iai||^1nde^^.k  srere  wif  proper  foir  ^veiy  Wvalb, 
b«iid«8'tbarp«lbite  charity  he>  gives  «nthe  jLord's^dayi' 
liJKf  stifa*  to>  (tt  s^art  fiame  thing*  thia  >  day,  and  lay  1t^  by "^ 
him.inftofryfaocordifig'to  hiagaEinsiaud  incomes  thfoagh'  < 
t^a.we^lit*aa.a  ftock.-or  fiind,  out  .of  which- b«  might " 
gifA^o  faofia  and  charitable  aCes,  as  ocG«iion  fllbtsld  re<i^ ' 
qi^sc^;  aiid>Co»v4ie<  ftock  being'  pr^ared  beferei>hk'n^^ ' . 
y^ttKa^.flivCx.theemoTe.  bovnttfully  and  roore  wilKngly^ 
t%(|aob  iife%  ibaii  otfacrwifc  you  will  find  in  your  hrarta  ' 
tol^  4'  }fiii<^i9iil7  fich-meo,  /but  even  tradefmen,  la^*' 
buttress  a&4  ffinsants,  wotsld.thus.  lay  up  every  hot^'i 
l^|l^^jbaaetfeTyflB^.  thing  by  i:hein»  xbaf  might/ witbt 
but  any  lieafible  damage  to  themfelves,  have  iomewhat 
tc^vci»lo{pr#ia«rtaiid' necdy.ob^e^i  And  1  ami' per* 
fii9(ici^ia4MFoui4  not  be  the  vray  to  icnpairy  bat  to  in^v 
creafe  yooir  means,  tj     *  > 

^^•^.^{U/^haC  afCi  the  priiRate  duties  jeqai/ed  6f 

^tfifii  Jt  >4ifif  ^noug^hftt  we  fjpcnd'  fome  parttsi'the  ^ 
L^'fid^|ii»puUk-^  (as '1  proveif 

be%e):tji^>w|iolc  d^yaaconj^  to  G.od,:tfae  relt  of 

it  Ifialfo  t^  hi;  kept  .hi>lyy  and  taken  .up  in  holy  ^uties^ 
in^airs^SM^d.fei^reiw.      ...  <. .  ..s  .  -.  .    •:  ^  '-^  ?  •     - 

£fQ0iefli^;>^nctprivate  dutieame  necefiaryon  thi^day/  * 
bo^vfoK  p;(cpifMFU|g  us  foe  iht?  puhhcordittsmcasv  andfor  I 

Vol.  i^.  Q^  Tliaf^-: 
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nirord,  fiffgingtbe  praifes^  and  t^l&hg  upon  the  natM  of 
God/family^tatechiQng,  repetition  cl  fernMiliii»  <iiHfiSa» 
confer^ce/S^c.       -^  ^x;> 

I.  Taff%-wor(bip  b  i  diitf  iii^ambefit'M''mMlei»«€ 
famil)^  every  day^  but  more  efpeciiHy  u|iiMi<tiM  LdtdW 
iiy.  '  Vi%  tdberegretetTi  that  tliere  flNntl^biB^Miiy  newel 
to  iidtfUcearpfnme^it8.t6proYethist  Bvit^fitM^thtM  sto 
fomeyho  cat)  thentfehr^  who  d^ffdeyi^  tt^ 

Of  ^His  hiVe  not  fo  mtteh'cbnftieiico  or  ci)!«a'tt|epcli#e£k« 
ly  ro  iffm  itin'  their  ptvsfcfaings  or  ^rifkvgj^f  (theyad^ 
ther  pr^  the  performatfeeof  thb  duty,  nor  veptotedie 
negled:  of  it  in  odiers  v  a^d^  as  it  is  fgcntt^bM^thsf 
do  not'pradife  it  themfeWes;  wherel^  AiUkywrtwa^ 
couraged  to  ffight  family^ worfliip,  vndthinltiitfitneoef- 
fary  duty»  to  the  great  hinderanoe  of  (he  «dtteicQttieDt 
of  piety)],  I  fiiall  therefore  prove  it  to  be  the^tttf  of  dl 
mafter^  of  families,  cfpedaliy  on  the  Ijotdft'diqr ;  and 
that,  in  the  Attt  place,  from  the  fottrtft  comfnatuimMti 

The  fdurth  eommandnient  ia  pritieipttlly  dinBUAm 
tiiiit:ers  of  families ,  beeanfef  fatfml}i!s,  ^  fiidhr>»reditrf^ 
ly  to  b^  concerned  in  thekeepmgof  it,  both  fte|[atnrdy^ 
atid  pbfitiTely.  ffor  ti  the  eommatid  kijoitts  fNrefiy  nkiCi^ 
tef  of  ^  femily,  with  ^  all  that  ilie  witlttft  li^gates^  bis 
fon^.hift  daughter,  hia  sttcn^fervant,**  fce/td^tbetrHril 
manner  6f  work  on  the  Sabbafth;  fo  klike^ifeinfoins 
them  td^  remember  the  Sabbath-day,  to  ki&ep  It  hioly*'' 
Now,  t6  ke^p  the  ^^  Sabbath  holy  to  the  I«o«i/'  with* 
out  atf  idcmbt,  impfierthe  worflliiq[»iiig  6fXSod&11i!f>oaii« 
liofbe  underftood  ohty  of  wotftippingof  God  indiofwb* 
lic'a^iemblfes,  fe«^  tfaefe'  timadt  be^ahiirsfy^  kad't  yec  ffUl 
the  cbmtikiandfor  fatiarifftng  the  SAhbathts^MldK^gM 
famitiefr.  Again,  Ae'  pubKc  wbrSiip  tikes'^dp^^ttly  a 
part  of  tlie  Sabbath  i  butfamiliea  atie  bbmld  ^  fnkftify 
the  day  throughout.  This  cannot  be  duly  doings  by  the 
members  of  the  (atnily  wdf(hipping  Ood  ifwttin  (ecret  $ 
for  famiites,  as  foch,  are  bound  to'doitj  l)he*«oiii« 
^  mand  binds  a  mailer  to  do  it  joimly  wiih  fabf  iMViyy,  as 
veil  as  it  Innds  a  mintfter  to  do  it  jointly  with  Ms  eon* 
gregation.  Moreover,  if  the  command  did  only  Uiid '  a 
mainerof  a  family  to  wor(hip  God  in  publici  auid  in 

fecrct^ 


i^kreli  «p#p  ^  S9JbiKttb>.  (hq^  iie  vrovXi  be  no  {qfther 

.    wmtmtA^in:  fiin&ifyKig  t^  Sahb^th  ^n  apjr  other 

aMsal|btr^'U#&^      t^o,  he  would.  Ai|iAUytb«  Sab- 

l»tb  as  Kittch  lA  cpmiQunipit  with  the  ine9\herii  of  other 

famiiki^m^Aof^»f  hi%  awp»  w\»£kmti[f^  moft  nbfuid. 

Alt  it  k^ftmrkp  tbftt  the  coim}|»Q4  U^  it  tfof^d^Uj  on 

ifetiteft^r  of  ih^lF^riH^y  t9JaH^f^^<>^^l^^  AiQ^^^ing 

a(  ilif^ri^)wlhia.hi#  &imU]r  (  ^Uh  muft  be  b]r  wor- 

Akq|iiiigt£vft4»M  weU  as.hy  reftiagirooi  l^bpiur^  other- 

jmikihe  wnM  do  no  n^^  t^m  U.  l^^^ired  of  tl^e  boaftf» : 

Ami  tUe  be^^Aii  oeirer.  ap(;^aat  i^*  v^U  bi(  4o  h  ia 

.   AMMttmionr  5iHth  im  £in>Uy  t  fio.  before  thofo  ia  it,  wi 

hfhii^^mfi^t  jS^ttik  ^d/^icouiaM  ih^  m  the  holy 

mvihtt^  imi  fiifvi«»  ^f  G^  opoa  his  holy  d»y#  .  Wc 

Ime  JoAm^s  .pri^^o  A^QenUy  explaiQixiig  this  jpre- 

4Xf^  JofltfMniiiuv^  15.    He^i^ih  J^Ot  **  My  hiotufe  ibsiU 

Jfct©tbd»l4«d*"  h«il  '*  J,«w<4wy.houfcwilljioit4  J.  c. 

-SKe  nfiil^ifilitir  wpffhi^X^^  aad  fax^iff  h^  Sibl^atb, 

Mhidkrmtt^th^  ^Wf9l  paff^of  his  ferric^*   Thi$he 

wMlAidlb  «M^if»  pught  all  tQ  do>  thou||h  tbere<  were 

teiteUkili^iiiiAiip  m^^  «»«)d^    And  this  1$  cooiirio- 

.fdJkj^fiiT^iitUi/  3i.  whWh)fflq¥tffa  <h^  Svbb^^^  to  be 

'-jDBiigliii%.l>bftlfre4  ia  aU  ^ur  ^w^Uipgp  or  j^rjifittf^iipufcsf 

; j»'.indirdBB  .iqr  winy  fMoUiea  .^eiber. 
'!'M-B«r-£i<htU(d<tm0iiftnite;the:  4i^i%|ei;i(ihle  i^eceQity  of 

tiUdrdiily^9f;.f49aMy*wor(hip^  finu^  ievex4  ^ther  topics. 
^'.nl'  ^lOwtji^.of  oafur^  1^. found  r^afoii  pjeads  f^^r 

ifr*o«'jMUilltMCjpwt9*    i«  It.  tc^chelh  xhat.»l.fQcieties 

A^|iddl3Jj)i4irir  honoor.  tbear^  £p«^er$.  Npw  Qq^  i&  the 
^  ilttthor  ftbi^  ^Miidf^r^  ^amiHsft,  Pil^h  kyits^  4^  '.^  God 

ftMetki^Mtarytia  f9m\imf  and  o^ht  not  famDi^s 
<^,ter;wmfhii»Jri(9>  yi^  iibftit^tedi  thein^.ft&d  that  for  ibis 
;t0nr«4»  th«lr*^  th^y  wgfc^  glorify  higl^  aod  (hs^ff  loxfii 

a*!;T!hQ$l%j^r^iiaA)ire  tieacj^ih  oiftlUrs  of  iatnili^s 
.A0)ltft)i9  pf9p«f  n^aa§  ^oii  {>^e?^Qtio^thehttr^,af  ,the 
I  ?£wii4ricMAirfi6n;i  And  it^i^  pliuip, 

ilMMt  JbinUi^ifiSWffl  i«  ^  fpecial^man.  for  thi^  cffe^«^    The 
&l%h|i>f  eiMrt.  tiiiit'tf  ^^  ^^^^  mmner«.wlth  his 
'       "  ■'  ••     *ih-r-i  r      .         Q^^  :'.  :.fliip.*s 


IJH  Ofihe  BuiUs  f<eii$[i0t€ 

ffi^^creW)  joTidi'j.  4.  to -ufe  joint  pi^yttd^to -fate 
^emin  aftorm*:  And  weibe  it^was  t&ennMkir  ofi'ike 
#>ip^  .dbaik  calkd  this  ^^uty.'  Mow,  ^ftHfaiieatb€b vnaiC- 
ter'of  a  (hip  do  more  in  his  ibckty,  by  natut<A&  %ht, 
ihfuftia  Cbriiiiattfinaft«r  of  af'Aiiiiily  -will  dcrinf  liis^'/who 
ii^^&YJJ^god  with  the  cldr  light  4>f't&<(  g0(j[»ei  ?  >i  ,  V« 
,  ^.v  Xhe.  light  of  tntture  t«acheth  -men  tb  ib uti^  ^ftdy 
4Sdniid  pfidaM>t^ tiie  good  of  iheir  famWes^'itd^psOTitt 
lodd  and  {Ayfie  lor  thetr  fdrvatitB  and  chBdf^iirbodiM. 
AtiA  dicrtih  tit  tnot  teacii  them  alfo  to  ufe  meaiis^  to  igm^ 
fewe  their  fouls  from  wr^,  tfnd  further tdwiv  JstetsiiatI '  ,• 
M^olibsitigf  And  wkatmeiin  more  propev^iovnhiksnd, 
than  family. vorfliip  and  conjtmd  pr»ycfi?  ^O-nwrfhsfa 
of  families)  your  examplQfr  herein  Will  bjbvf  iwp^iytiitflii* 
4mcc  upon  your  chydr^n  atid  le^vanti^  ^totkto  eircite 
them  toipray,  knd  leach  them  how  to  pwiy. '^'f  -  .*^  •> 
*   :4«.  Nature*s  lights  dire^ed  the  heathefitf:to^bafe?^Qilr.  | 

Lares  and  Penates,  br  houfeboM  gods^  wtesm  tibcy  «w- 
Ihipped  in  a  fpecial  manner,  >  and  taiidii^iH  ^be^^iofirml 
fswr^cts&r  the  prot^ion  and  wielfavc^'tb^ivi'tfmi- 
licls  i'So^e  find  in  foifipttrfe,  that  LAbmr^and  iiiittidi 
had  dhdic  Teraphim  or  hdilfehoM  godcdi  '^Motv^tfaough 
tiiefe  vere  Tatii  hietplefs  ]^($ds,  yet  it  fhtfws'th«y.'4deitinDd 
amecefiity  ai  family*  woi^tp.  A!ai»  ^^hetithetis^ll  «8e 
op  in  judgment  agamft  many  who  are -tilled  'C&nAian$i» 

II.  'We  afc commanded  in  fcr-pture^toi'^ifr^ieirwy 
wherey;  and  with  a^  ^tfaniftr  of  prayer/j4iTilb«iiii^^« 
£ph«  vii»'i8*  .Now, i-iffwecitiuft 'pray  in  alt  piao6s>) tbcn 
fureJy  in  our  famine©  :^4f .wi^  *•  all  mdinoeno<ipoayerjf 

then  fureiy  with  *'  ftflfiil  Jr-^f  flyer  .V^     •  •  1  '^n  ♦>*•-  Q^n*  | 

III.  Maftersof  famiytesJabbo(OfidtOf4w«8(^d.Wii^ith  I 
all  their  hearte,  and  ahqit  neighbours  ar themfdlsts  A«imI  ] 
eonfequendy  7Stt''h^Km'A  tO' -bring  thfth*  faiiiiiiet  "^^ioiig  | 
with  them  to^the  Woifbi^  of  God^     God^s:  p0<fite  we 

filled  wijh  fuch  love  and  zeal,  that  they  freqoer^f  eoll 
the  inanimate  creattir^ii  to,  join  with 'them^ 'in  God's 
praife,  Pfai.  brix.  34*']^al.  cxlviii.  2'.  iSrc,  and  :how 
much  more  {lioaid- they  call  therr  ncl^hbows  and 
feUow-chridians  ^  How  loft' doth  David  invittt' and  e»p 
hort  ocfaers  to  .praif<»  God  with  him  ?   Aftd  will  not 

-  mafters 


^^Anafieis^v&frilif^^  who  love  God  smd  tlteiri  iteiKU^ 
^nt^  hnAfee^indlexhort  tbofe  to  #h0m  they  ire  fo  neat^ 
iy^bMkl^'^liOijban  whh  tl^em  ia*fcii^|n'atfe«nd>>«?orftfi^ 
<if'iGod.?*..-v ':  '       . »»  :  w.-.j.  '.J'.  <  ;;ji  c   l>  fa 

•/VlV«>  FamiUvs'htfve'm^y.  jomi'^rfsinikttiTtK^  (hfoht 
Y>f  graced)'  iwMeb  cslll  for  joift^familyipf%yvr8i»ii^lpriiiisit 
^teyliofMicfinitdf^ether;)  ai^d^thisrefofe  tt%(fi«4Sey-^Ti* 
ftitna^d^imfftolH  tog^thev.  They  iited^i«iaMrf<  teni)^ 
bkffin^^sirMafid.^'kUs  fit  they  tjoatliV  fesk  cfaein  s  Itkelj^ 

iftoiikl  iJ9AHlyv,;def  tdcate  them-:  -Phef  T6c«iird*fiiai^ 
&mUjMinttrcie<ii /^htch' call  1  for  facmSlytthai^jcff^injifs^ 
^i%ef  .'W6lrk'>iii  iyir  em^yment^  and  iaboat  taletteri 
•ftthiVt^ifdryiffit'they  ftiek '«' bleffing  on  th«m»tbgetfie»)5)^ 
4«i*V.  ^Atoxbbrche^otight^tO'WOi^ip  God  in  a  Joim 
^dfolemn  tiaMite^i  M^ow»  the firpirit'of  God fTcqaenofr 
ft|fi»Ht/@hitftia»'famili0^  ^^^^raf^;^  which  konourikble 
titile  thef  vmAi  b^  no  mea«$  deferve^  if  they  h<&iiaat 
conAmimdii  lf)^t^i«r  iki  the  worship  of  Qod«   >   .   ^-7    t 

|pfi»fS'afcar;bMd4|b  r«i[k  riie^chttith,  .fo  mafterar'of  ifoX 
iailfei'air0'jMa)^f.to  :rul&- th^itr  fWniites;  Wfiichrislnat 
annlyibyvHiftm£l^it}g  rhem,  but  going  beforo/thcaif  in 
fi•dfs^M^or(htp^'Sand  being  thrir  guide  and  ^dufih-^ia 
IpmjtiBariiddfipMfesb*  'For  «yery  hiemi  of  a  family  lis  a 
tyrojpji^rtifri^ft^fandkihgi  in  hisawn>  hoiife:  He  n  a 
^tojphciftj  16  fteaob  and  inHruik  btti  tioufebdldi-a  pricft  to 
jntero^ossufdf^ray  for  them  *,  and  a  king-.toj^roiedliAd 
govemitbem^r'^id  ^efpe(»aHy,uamaiii<tiam  Uod'sttvor- 
fhip  and  true  reltgioft  a^nongthfifB*  ' 

r<^^M.  iltls<«k»r'fbom  1  Pet*  iii^  '7.;that  hufcitids  and 
imiM€k  taeltftmBd^tc^  prny  together^  4nd  confequently  the 
frfadte  farhily  t  {^aif^there  ihey  ^edehoited  ivom  ilri^ 
and  fi^ienti<nns>becaii(a  of»  their  ^  tendency  to.hiildof 
dieiit  cooji^mSi  prayers. 

VlU^iThe'bxaiDpks  of  the  faints  in  fcripture  do  m- 
viai;ib]y>.  pcDfe  family- worftiip  to  be  our  duty.  Wo 
read  iw!t)0niy  )0f  Abraham's  inftruifting  his  houfeholdi 
SHid  C€«n9»flliding.  them  to  worfhip  God  by  themfeives^ 
>ut  alfo,  Hrh^efocver  he  fojourna  w:ith  his  houfeh^ld,  be 
f*  t>uild8  an  altar/'  and  with  them.  *^he  calls  on  the  name 

of 


9J4  0firike.mtksr^^yit9.. 

^Mmh^'^  M  i8.cleai^£cdm  Gen.  s£^  $4Hi#  Jioi, ^mmii* 
xxi.  33*  I  look  ooticc  i^f  Joib^i^'^  fMi»ily«<tqr0ti<m,i|i 
]Ml4»  JMftrtti  IXiirtd,  Pikl,  ct.  fatCh, ''  Hft  witt.i^raUi:  in 
Irft  bGflfe^at  home^  with  a  perfe£l  heare^"  ami  Mns  find 

9o:  ^  Uefs  ^i^'  ovQ'  fandys  which  v^  Misuioif  1^  (^ 
d^MI  faim]^nr<a(hip  udth  the09»  aM  pfif.  £pf  God^ir 
Meffio^iin  tbdou.  We  find  Daniel  «)te^;ibi9iMKMAi 
t8iite:tiinesaHl4y^  Daoi.  n.  to*  i  Itwas}Opei^  &f^» 
fvi|ttTzwtii6b  he  ^pe«fortt)e4 ;  ibr^  if  it  i«d  ho^a  fe<^ 
fnqravf  iftras^ers  ^ouU  not  haye  kno^n^fo^iiFtll  ^vib 
fM>f  wioi^i  they  ha?Q  fwnd  bin(^  iH  ii^  9*il  U  ftid;tb0|r 
il^t'  So  gaeat  a  pTiaec  umild  bav^e  hiidibnigifit$  MiJUd 
omcr \vooma,  to  h»v^  ftopt  them  ere  they  .caiB%^  HMr 
fia  to  beaf  him  at  his  feccet  devotion*  We  .We  ^nt 
gitn*i|MMteni  Je&a  Cbrift  finding  p&lmt*  aod  prtying 
wril^ia  family,  viz^  hiidifiaiplei»M»t|«^^ia».3Q»  l^bt 
ix»  1 8*  John  xTii*  This  wa$  Cotnelius^a  f«riiS^e>  h&% 
xv  su  it  it  faid^  <<  He  fcvcd  firod  with  ^  bia  ha«f^  &? 
v^diinifdies^  that  he  ^f  wsffiupfKd  jOddi  wiifi  aliJiis 
botfi^^'^vfor  fmrip'g  o£  Qod  co<n|«ebf  nd»  ^ 

^  i^g^/^  We  find  Patil»JPhileii>#  ii«  s*'tqeU^S'9ieni^ 
of  tik:<httri£in  PhtlefBo^'B^MHift^  wbieliiim4»i»fnV^ 
gk>tti  fwaying  family  i  And  U^eOf  ver*  2^^  Jbe^ljpisjii^s  ^jf 
tbetr  joHit  ^'  prayera^  th«oiigh.  which.  Ker^tMftcd-'bf 
fiwrnld  he  giren  to  them*/'  :j 

Stnec  tlun  ihedvty  ia  fa  eie^r,  let  ua  bit  i«9toceiaed 
and  zealous  to  promote  the  woiibip  of  QodjiaioM*  ff^ 
milies.  Confider  bow  sseaiotts  £3^e  ace^M  ptomotjc  a 
iaifeor  foperftitiou8/Winr(hq>:  pod  bids-Albil  propbflt 
look  and  wonder  at' their. diiigenceiJti<kMii  47*«iL9t 
There  we  fee  both  fathesa,  ehi£dren,  fatii(bfind«|^.^wnmi 
and  ail  are  taken  np  about  it  Y/liere,  sOm;!  ,ia  tbcft 
•sty  family  fo  earneft  ibi  |he  true  ^otfliH^  o£  Qod  ^   ^ 

Ohjg&^  I.  *^  We  pray  iniiecrcti  and  that  ia  fufiieieitft/f 

'  Anf.  I.  This  is  not  fufikienty  aahath  been  peotai; 

one  duty  will  not  ftipply  the  want  of  apother ;  -fismilpr 

jftrayariryonr  dutji  m  well  ae  fecret  ^afn  ^  and  yo« 

ought 


iMiK&t  tb^'fhe  mmd  of  ^n^tsf  mJ;  fli^tookuiNi 
4ai]r^'llf0tt^^R^«fold  ptofper  in  any  clutf* 

^  1.  Sexier  f»ayet»  O  mtn,  «^«uM  btyotir.dhKJr^  al* 
diOB||lf  ]fotf  Ktfd  no  faniilf  9  yeai  tlthongh  pa  Jjiad  Mf 
tongue  nor  laoalty  «f  fpttth*  O  rntlter  ot  ai  £aniiyi 
^f  ihlth.fi0d  bMcra  yba  with  b  figiniUy,  andiwich  tba 
fiam^  110  fpaakingy  but  that  you  might  jbe  ihott  ttpa# 
Me  to  •glorify  him  with  and  before  odiera?  HathriM 
OteiftV  ins^aareBceHentpftttBrnnaif'pfairer^  tiiaglit.yoii 
to  ^ay  eaujawEUfi  by  fayiag^  ^  Oar  Faitiiif '  Miickaic 
kt  beav«n^  gfc^  us  tbt&  day  dor  laiiy  bcead  i?  H^Tt  yon 
any  cfaaricy  t6  yowr  n^hboarsf  any  lovt  orpitf  to  the 
fi»ilr  of  yaor  faintly,  cmd  wi)l  noMate  tfaein.  ilongik 
amb  yoo  tO'die  tfarone  of  gnce  ?  Did  yov  enj(^  - aof 
comiaaidoi»  with  God  in  fecfot,  ot  cafte  any  faNvtneTa 
in  tha^di^y)  would  yov  notihTiie  them  to  coaac,  naft^ 
and  iee:'iha»  God  is  ^od>  and-  partake  of  the  fame  Jwa** 
venly  diddr'witk  you  ? 

^  O^iUV-a;  *<  We  have  not  gifts  to  pray  beidraolhAraJ* 
ol^  t . 'The  great  iieatet  of  prayer  doth  ma.ldOk  to 
^ftssl  weridO)  MV  htiookl  to  die  heart.  Sly  not 
tfaeoi  becaa(e  yoo  cannot  pray  aa  a  miatfter,  or  Cock  a 
^ftediitiaari  liurt  ye  will  not  pray  at  all ;  brt0|$  a  Jmoh 
Me^indririribeaiicart  to  Odd,  ami  hft>  ^31  aeoepftr^ijf 

So^^'thoaghyouiiad  but  twobr  thiee  words,  or brekea 
itences*  Jt  is  not  fine  wordsf  xn  eloqQenti:  espffrf* 
fioni,  that  Oodiis  deKghited  with ;  it.  ia  tlia  fioeacity 
of ' thelieaik;  >  •  -.-'''.  ^    ..» 

^v'Ufeilie-oaeJialdnt,  ilmde  wMiiti  and  it  wiU.ia» 
t^rrfidfe  \  d^as  you  caa,  an4  Aod^U  teaoh^yoti  to.do 
iiitt4ft  I'iyev«»>kaew  aiiy "that  tried  h  fmcerely,  <but 
Ifed  hetpddarhtot.  Oui'ye  .nt. fay  with  tisedifeipiei, 
**  iH^fd,  ttttdi.oito  i^ray*^  .Yea,  fay  bottiie  Load'a 
prayer,  if  yt?  Qih  fay  nff  nton,  and,  i£  ye^o  it  fim^rtiyi 
more  (hall  be  given. 

3.  AMm  aft  of  the  helps  wdrch  Gad  affcnrdaiyou  for 
prayeti  li,  Aieqaaintyoai^relyes  ^with  the  fonptures, 
ire^ae^tly*  riad  the  PulmsV  Jind  parttcularly  the  axv. 
H«  htai^i,  i»ix»  pfalm^  and  0tb(tM>  whcae  you  will  find 
varidty  ofifit  exptei&ona  and'  petitions  to  be.  u(e4  in 
prayer>     Take  with  you  thcfc  words  which  the  Holy 

Ghgit 


>3^  t>/fii4  Dm^p^t^ 

fiMld(btetcr}»th,  th^yate  the  tnciftaoed^aJ^d^^c^^ 
Likewife  flirdy  the  Ten  Co«imand^  vfew«t)id4ai!|gie'C^ 
tcttt^doifieaning  c^^them,^  the  duttee  rtiqtiiveii,  and 
fioB  fbvbid^n  in  eackof  then^  aftd'  they  virM  IMiiik^ 
fifaiiwkh  ^nft^atter  for  ccmfeffien  and  ^i)ii6A.i>>  AIA^ 
ftW^  thenLord^$  pirayei[,  andTthelaip^n^))^  <th0i4eWi% 
pdiriobs^thettjofy  for  there  are  maify^pttlM6lui'%ra{^ 
i?ptinai4kry'o»eof  them;  «       .  ,    /.  :  t^.   fwu^ixl 

'  ^a^fitpdy  weU  the  attributes  aod-'Hratyioiiof  £l6d^<«MS^ 
tjieyi  tviil  ^ofd  manifoM  tnatteary  botbfor^^rayer'andl 
|Mr«tf^r»Ji^i•Vtte^w'the  wcjrrk'df  creatklft  |^»a(n*1lil)«^rfp«ii 
cMly^  the  ^«ork  «>f  redem)>tiQn,  the  etet«lafr|eMt1tHaIie«' 
Gf  it^tbegioraouB  Mediat<ir,  hk  tia^ttre^vliis<offietlsv}ife^ 
deathy  fufferings»  and  infinite  Ibve^  his  fulnei^^gt^M^s^ 
QfieiB^^^reifmfeV  and  well  ordered  coreztanr'*,  iaind'tbtji, 
ijioi=(farQ^  yi^'ntiilt  not  be^  barren  o£ Suitable  ^ihinef^^ 
and  mtstis  for  prayen  M  'A  ^ery  ehild^^as  one  ItoA^^ 
^^  ^faen 'he  fees  a  merchant's  pack  opened)  «riiere^  I to^' 
'^  BMr  Yariety  of  things  which  he  <k6rteh^  m^ill^  4eiM>^ j 
**  '^tliopttt  book,  to  fay,  O  father^  buy thit,  c**gJ^tW»c * 
*^.tbat.^'.  -So  the  foul  wil4;not  w^twhat  0»fayv>4ltelt 
ieetitbeDtreafures  and  riches  of  Chrift  opetid«lr.  '''. »  ^  -\ 

i.  Studyto  be  acquaint  with  yoarfelwei»  y<K^\hettitii 
andiivesx  Confider  your  ftute  and.citcuinftimcba>4Mll'v, 
inrfoulaiid  body,  .and^the  providenees  of i€^C(d>toar|y4i^^ 
yoa.  Think  upon'  the  inanity  and  insonftandy  *ti  tfllf 
woridiy .thing9>  the  ^radty  of  man,  and  ^bfeTitj^  otilfSi  f^ 
and  paettcttkrly,  think  much  on  the^  fQtfir'>lti4^tlM»fgS|^: 
death,  judgment,:  ftoaveii  and  hell,  and  yMr^tt^'h^ird^'^ 
abnndanpeof^matterforpiayere    :       .tu  ,x  -.j  ,  r:  cnia^i 

Befides  a^l  which,  there  are  four  wot6$Pft^&^H  iSh' 
ways  keep  iiiTniBd  wii^  yougo  to  prayer^  >whi«h'Woiild 
prove  aUafting  fooni^^foir  fuitablemaiMtl^  yotl,^  VhrP 
yooe  fins^  intferiefi,  wslnfis^  and  murcieii-)-  '  '••  .     .....  .,• 

i^.  Your  fins.  Have  you  not  a  great'  multkude  't<> 
coafafd^  kndiedc  jneray  for,  fills  original  and' ^tlQal,  of 
omiifion'and  <conimiflion,  of  heart  and^  life  r^^Wliat^n*-^* 
dviodiing  corniptioas;  and  heart^f^lagues  have  ye  to  la- 
ment, l^ndnefs^  deadoefe,  ^oarnalii^,  unbeiictf,  bodiflid« 
ing,  hypacrtfy>  Sec.  Ijookinto  your  iivcs^  and  behokjt 
•:»  '•'•'i  ....-••'..•       :  »:•*..  -what 


'^^4n9fffi^kvmixmmtttiii^  mi  what  A«^:.yeJiM^ 
QP^Vd«.a^  make  paytMviW  cx>nfe(&(Hi<  q£  ^ 

>. : ^  nmn^Mmm^:  How tnciny Jiave  yc to con^phm 
of » .Mi  \»9  df Imiioce  frdoi  in^  prnfet  I  At^ifavt  aoi 
^m  in  n^toft  iftatr*^^.  a  ctiild  of  Wmh...  an  heir  iot^hriii 
upder.aQ.ivnafupportable  burden  of  itnpicdoiio^  gdik^ 
m^^iio^fm^^tki follttted ia  God's  fifbtifiaadArtbq 
tyranny  oJF  fatan,  liable  to  all  the  itiiferie«  of^thisiAfy^ 
C|iri^»j{nl%loirp8»«roac0»  fi^sknefsaod  death;  r^  ex- 
npAid.  ip?^e.^ivyuh  of  God»  the  our&s  of  tte  hw^ 
ul^^iilwoidiioCjufticfy  to  a  ftriAandfeYcrejudgnioBH 
j[i^i^  ijD^ .  iii9i)ilMchablc.  fim»  and  sreilaAiiif  htit ^iftga^ 
1^  (pebamlbmtnt  Irom  God's  favour  .and.  pf!e£elioe.tci 
ayll^eroit]!/..;. '^  .  *      ..i  ^   •'    •    .^..i  .  -.-li 

-(^i'f/^w  .wants*  Are  ye  not  poor  beggariy  6nBan9i' 
l)>U^^^^titft9d  oeccfitties  ?  ''  In  us  dwells  no  goKl 
tVtilg^^  )  JQ^o.foawahtthe  br«rad  of  tifr^  the  balm  lol 
Gijicddy  pucdpnof  fin»  peace  with  God,  defirmficd 
fcQQdwr^hi  a^aKMC »atiire>  arfoft heart!  DoTowwont 
*'^^6  £|lv«i  whito raiment,  gold  (;ried  in  ^  fire f?'  Dd. 
yi^wanjtfaitbfJove,  repentanoSt-vii^ory  over  Iufl$i''i&^. 
And  have  fSiOPt  matter  for  prayer  and  fup{dica(tk>n-f 
lim^iiyf^Aot  teaaponl  wants  to  lay  before  God  J  Te 
diMieU  thom  to  your  friend^  and  complain  to  ithefai^ 
4rii«eb  they  aiffi^rd  vou  little  ^elp:;  oi^ght  ye  »ot'brra<4. 
iitff  ||P  tp.God.  with  them,  who  is  both  able  and  wilUog 
tq  hnlpi  DifT  ]^u  want  health  to  your  bodies,  broad 
tqgfmtihu^Vitii  prbvifionior  your  children,  ^a  bldTmg^ 
oii^yduriM>o«i(  t  Then  feck  tfaeoLfrom  Gpd :  ''  Th« 
ravens  cry  to  him,  and  he^heara  tiiem»"  bow  much  mord^^ 

h4«:iXQlliyiinm:9€S«  Godi  dailf  loads  yoa  ytijkh  his 
mKQifA^v  thty  areneu^  to  pm  tvery  morning :  Jt  is  of. 
the  Lord's  mercies^  that  your  honfes  are  noe  cpofdnied 
vtith  £reb  in  ^e.  night,  and  yc  buried  in  the  rufais  there* 
ofi  ^thfttiiidden  death  doth  not  fmke  your  childreiiy 
fexvgiu<09  cattk,  or  rclattons ;  that  you  wakes  in. faCstf 
every,  moraing^  .and  not  in  everialling  flames*  .  Dothv 
not  tbcliord>fet{^  hedge  about  you,  and  all  that  you 
hivo,  ^d;pdr<;ferte  you.  from  .devils,  enemies  aqd  ma-> 
ntfo)4  dangers  i  give  vqu  health  and  ftrength^  blefs  the 
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vjiMbt  ioxvt  lianrf^,  eot^ir  a  tabic  for  Yoft>  atidrt^rt 
lESuna  abraf  your  tents  ?  And  fcivfe  you  not  ptenty  of 
ttiatref  frk  tJiarkfjjivmg  ?  Tea^  he  httb  contrSred  a  ^h^ 
to  fav^  y6U,  iVm  W6  Soil  to  redeem  ytrtf,  makHlprdl 
ISrrg  oiKrs  of  feis  fthatton,  and  watts  patienflyfOt  ybttt* 
repentance.  Now,  if  yon  thirk  on  thefe  fnerdes,  can 
y6u%dot  wordis  in  prayer  to  Wefs  Cod  for  therfi  ?  I 
fey  then;  remember  your  6ns,  mtferics;  wattts  and  ifncr- 
cies,  and.  ye  will  never  be  fcarce  of  matter  for  prayer. 

'■Oij9fll  rtt.  ••  Wc  have  not  confidence  tb  pray  be- 
fore others.*  •.         . 

Jin/:  i  Mind  what  Chrlft  faith,  <*  They  that  arc  a- 
*  ftamed  of  him  before  men,  he  will  be  aBiam^dof  dicm 
before  his  Father  in  hfeavcn." 

2.  Matty  are  aftiamed  to  pray  before  ofherS^  wh#tire 
^flot  affiamed  to  fin,  curfe,  fwear,  drink  drunk,  and 

break  rfie  Sabbath  before  others. 

3.  Why  (hoqld  you  be  aftiamed  to  prsiy  before  ybttt 
Own  famBy,  thefe  y^o  conftantly  cotiverfe'wlth,  an* 
of  Whom  you  have  the  command  ?  WiB  yon  haver  con- 
fldenci  to  plead  this  ftivoteus  excufe,  at'the  diiy  of 

•  But,  faPy^  You  you  Will  not  plead  ftich  excUfe*  Iti 
things  relating  to  the  body  If  your  children  and  fahiiiy 
v^txt  ft^Ving  for  want  of  bread,  ye  would  ncithcirwaiit 
words  nor  confidence  to  make  known  your  cafe  ta  a 
rich  friend;  if  you  were  mortally  fick  of  wotfnded, 
you  wou'ld'  frecfy  telt  your^  cafe  to  a  phyfiei^rt  i  if  ye 
Were  drowning,  ye  would  call  aloud  for  helpr  And 
now,  when  ^e  and  your  familres  are  ready  to  pcrifll  iii 
jour  fins^  will  ye  not  make  known  yotir  cafe  to  God, 
ind  cry  with  the  diftiples,  ••  Lbrd'fave  u^,  ot  eife  we 
perift  P*^  The  commbri  beggars,  that  go  ffbni  door  to 
door,  wiH  rife  up  againft  ybu  j  they  think  hd  (hiittie  to 
cry  at  the'rich  marrs  door,  hear  them  who  win  ;  they 
"^anf  fipt  words  enough,  ye  nedd  not  teach  fhcm  what . 
to  fay  J  their  pinched  bowds  make  them  both  elbquent 
j^nd  importunate-,  they  weary  not  to  ftattd  and  cfyi 
though  they  be  but  expefttftg'a  fmall  morfth  And  (hall 
we,;  whofe  needs  are  far  greater,  whofe  expcQatlon^ 
ar^  fki-  higher^  want  i;^oTds  ojf  Confidence  to  cry  attd 
•  .  -^     knock 


kno^k^t  God]$  Aoor^  Gnce  he  declares  th%t  our^Mnjior . 
tnnity  is  nowifb  a  trouble,  but  a  plcafur^  to  hyu  ?.  Ar,H 
QDt  cvcirlaftiifp  life,  and  dtliyerance  from  beJJ#  wortli 
lik^itfdYxnzi  ShaU  men  do  more  for  the  welfare  of  their 
df  iiMT  l^diciii.than  we  fof  the  (alvation  of  our  ijninoaa)[ 
foub>  .  .    t 

,  OiSyV^.  IVt  **  We  have  not  Vime.to  fpwre  for  fc;nily«^* 
5'  warCbip,  9UT  labour  is  fo  great,  and  bufMiclfr'  fo^ 
^«  *jrivig,'*  .  * ;        ^  ; 

yf^  1.  Is  not  the  woirfhip  and  fcrwc  of  God  the 
fireateft  bufin^ft  you  have  to  do  jb  the,  world  ?  .AU  o- 
q;^c  thipfd^  arc  Xrifes  in  refpe/ft  of  this.  . 

'a.  Better  want  time  for  fl'cpinff,  iiot  eating^  or, any 
thing*  than  want  time  for  this^  whicHiA  far.  aiore!,/!^- 
cJRflEiry  than  a^y  thhift'^lfe.  .      ' 

3*  .pod,  in  his  providence,  may  foon  rail  greater 
Hindrance^  in  the  way  of  your  worl4iy  bji/^ne&  ^haa 
thUv  aafi;./o9po(ict  would  be :  ;Hc  may  fend,  fmr^  a^- 
ipong.fhildrqn  fua^.  feryant^  that  will  ftop  youi;!labpuf 
much. longer  than  a  little'. ^p^s/fpcnt^;  da^lv'  in  fanjily- 
worflup  would  do.  When  Hcki^efs  or  death  co/hesi. 
they  will  not  be.  put  >orf  by  tcllinp  that  you  have,  na 
time^^r  your  labour,  to  ^b«  6ck  v  no,,  ye  muft  find  time 
to  l?fi  fick  ajiid  ly  on  bed?,  thoui^h  It  were  In  tji.^  tbroi^g 
of  Jvanrcft^,  ^i^d  mu4  ye,  whether  yqwill  or  no,  find 
tiqp«  tabc  fick,and  diej  and  will  yea, find  no  tim^,  to 
pray  wi^b  your  families^  in  order  to  prepare  ygu  .and 
^eoi  foi^.fickn^.fs  and  de^th  ?  Afid  further,  it  i$  l.ik-ly» 
tha^  if  jfc  prayed  more  in  your,  families,  your.  Ubour 
wojudd  bp  iefs  ^Q^t  by  fiekncis  agd  other  troubles  \  ygu, 
ibftutd  Jia.K  fewer  crofies  an4  perplexities  in  your  bu'i- 
jnefs  J  and,  whatever  they- were,  you  miyit  expeti  they 
M^ouki  be  iianftified.  Family-prayer  would,  be  a  fweet 
vent  and  eafe  to  the  mind,  under  all  family  cares  and 
anxietipf.  ,  '     \ 

-4.  Fanaily*' prayer  .  will  not  hinder  your  bu/incfs, 
tboukh  in  the  throng  of  harvent*  What  (top  would  it 
be  to  yeur  work,  to  be  every  n^ornlng  and  evening  i 
quarter  of  an  hour  upon  your  knees  with  ypur  family  ? 
Nay,  it  would  further  it,  and  procure. a  bleflSng  on 
the  work  ^i  youj^  hands.  And  I  have  obferved,  that  in 
R  a  ■  ^thcfc 
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thofe  pntt'of  the  nation  'tiriiere  hufbandmen'ahd  miet* 
mm  take  time  for  family- worfiiip)  they  ate  in  a  moth 
flooriOting  condition  Iti  tiroridly  fhin^,  than  in  t&oflt 
pans*  where  it  is  negleded.;  Reihemher,  that  kll  thte 
Aiocefa  of  your  hibonr  depends  on  the  ij^tfciall  Meffing 
9tMl  ff (Mridence  of  God,  and  there  ifi  no  way  more  like- 
ly to  obtain  thia  than  fiamily-prayer.  If  God  Tlmchfaf^ 
IkOt  ftiableffing,  your  labour  will  be  htbouf  in  tfdinr,  ni(t« 
txxriu  t.  2.  How.foon  may  God  biaft  allche  Ubottr# 
of  t)tayerler8  perfons  ?  .    .  '  "- 

5.'  Whatcter  you  pretend  from  want  of  time  on  weed 
days,  t6  excufc  yoid  fromPfamily-worlhip  $  yet,  there  is 
no  fliadow  for  this  objedion  upon  the  Sabbath-day;  ill 
4AAdtk  you  have  no  other  bufmefs  but  to  ferve  and 
trorfhip  God.  He  is  gradoufly  pleafed  to  free  you  thia 
4^j  from  your  labour,  that  ye  may  apply  yourfelv^ 
entirely' to  his  worlhip  whhout  diftradion.  O  ye  tiiat 
are  ftnitened  for  time  through  the  week  fot  foinily  and 
fecret  prayer,  be  bufy  on  the  Lord's  day  id  the  performN 
ance  thereof,  and  be  thankfull  to  God  foridiowin|j; 
70tt*thi<  day  for  thefe  c%ctd![e^ 

In  the  name  then  of  the  great  G'dd  who  kfth  found- 
ed familiesi  and  is  \h^  Ood  oPall  the  fan^ilies  ofiftae}*i 
and  in' the  name  of  his  'Son  Jeibs  Chrift,  in  whom  only 
die  families  of  the  earth  can  be  blefied ;  I  befdech  itA 
<H>ttfft  all  you  that  are  m^fters  of  famtliesi  to  hon&ot 
die  Creator  and  Redee^nef  of  the  world  In  your  fanm 
lies;  ert£i  him  a  family^alfar^  and  dedicate  y6)if'hofife9, 
to  be  temples  for  the  u^orOiip  of  God.  Perform  thia 
duty  confdientioa0y  eTtry-dayi  bnt  ttK>re  efpeeiatty  upoit 
die  Lord's  day;  let  your  family*  facrifices  thbr  day  bo 
doubled.    I  (haU  add  fome  more  motives  to  it; 

I.  This  is  the  way  to  procure  you  air  forts  irf  fanrfly- 
bleffings^  Would^  jc^  hate  'God  to  build  your  faoufes , 
blefsyour fubftance»  dvti^l  in  your  families^  and  be  a 
gtturd*tothem  night  and  day?  Would  ye  bare  your 
relations  comfortable,  your  affairs  fuccefsfoli  andiyoor 
enjoyments  fweet  ?  Then  fet  up,  and  keep  «(p  family** 
worfliip,  make  your  houfeit  little  churches* 

u  You  may  expert  family- proteAion,  •  If  you^  by 
family-prayer^  lodge  your  families  *^  ^nder  the  fliadow 

of 
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oFtlie  AJmiglittf  yc^tteed  <iot  bo  afraid  df  tewoTftth^l 
fly  by  Digbt  or  by  day  :"  for  you  are  under  the  tttkkm 
M  faim  '^  that  keejpis  irraeli  who  neither  fiuinbees-iioff 
fteepe.^'  -  Prayinf^  famities  art^  pteferved  -frotm  veeimf 
mote  tv)^  and  mtfcbiefo  than  they  are  aware  t)f  v-f^vio* 
tiflks  dinotf  providence  makes  a  vifibla  diAitu9ki«9i  W* 
I^We^  ifaem  4kid  others*  I  have  read  of  'a  'Uui^  towvi 
iafkecantob  of  Bern  tnSwitzorland  con(ifting<if9f> 
iKMifes^  that  in  the  yeat '15849  wtis  all  deftroyed.by'WA 
earthquake,  except  the  half  of  oae  houfey' M'jiefe  the 
4iafterof  Uyf^ith  his  family^  were  at  the  time'^  their 
koecs  tit  family^^prayier.  This  is  a  noble  piUar  iisr  fup* 
pOftvafi  jtottf  hoix&s.    ,      .  '       /    r 

t  2.  You  may  expert  familf-{>roviQon  $  ^  yowr  bmaA 
fliaU  be  f^rtn  yoti,  and  your  water  <haU  be  fare  ^  foii 
fiialMweli  Ul  the  land,  and  Verily  hvns  food*'^.  Go4 
fctds  theVavens  4lut«  cry  to  him,  arid  will  he  not  much 
InoTQ  lord  Chriftian  faintlies>^hat  cry,  *^  liord»  *Kttc  tit 
tlttsday Ottt daily  braadf^  O poor trad&tnenv who^OMl' 
Ipatdly  .get!yi>uir  credit  kept  and  famtJies  knatatfeiinedj 
D  poor  tenants,  who  can  fc^rcely  get  your  fefrnas' paidy^ 
an^jchildfi^  pravkkid  for^  by  alt  your  fore  toil  slad  la- 
bourV.^ilt  you  tty  family-prayer  finccreiy  ?  Iidaee  fay*. 
|h«t  1^6  iiord,  who  **  blelTed.the  hoofeof  Qbededomi 
$»i  sU  that  jfertained  tohim,b<C'ittfaof  the  alk'of  GoA 
msUchihe  lodg^d/^  will  from  ihat-day  forth  btefs  j^^ 
fdro^vibe  work  of  yourliand^)  ^  and' make  your  affaina 
inore<fiiecefsfttl :  It  will  nol  hinder  your  UbourSf  buif 
pMicufo-bleffing  on  *themh  J  £ay  then«  msukt.a  lait 
tmal^  afiid-i'hppe  in  a  14<;tle  timet  you  ihaU  find  a  fenGbl0> 
difange  bicyour  aiairs,  Some  have  obf«rv^d  <his*ilt 
their.^xperieiK:6.  .  -r  m  '       .     ♦  ..  f-    ^ 

3«  You  will  have  the  more  comfort  and  fadsfaQton 
in  your  fimily-relstionsf  this  ia  tiie.way  to  keep  up  your 
authority  among  them,  and  tOf>rocureyou  more  r^fpiecif 
from  them.  U  a  mader  of  a  family*  exert  his  -au^horisy^ 
to  bring  thole  under  his  chatgo  to  attend  famiiy^war^ 
Aipi  he  will  find  them  more  obfervant  of  hts  <orher 
commands ;  chUdren  would  bo  more  obedieoi,  and  fer» 
tants  mofi  -faithful  v  the  feiup  of  (^t  God,  whom  they 
daily.  wor(hip  with  yoUj  would  be  ^a  awc^band  .upoa 
'    .     ■         '  themj 
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them,  40  do  thfcir  dutjr  to  yoti>  and^  t^  for '  y«nif  in^^^ 

terefl. 

\  II.  Fa0ii]y-worfl4pfts  ayn  jexcellent  m€«n  to  sdvajDce 
xcUgiofv  and  reforn^ation  through  tbe  whok  land.  Ijf 
every  on9  u^ould  begin  kf\\h  hi&  own  family^  reform  iit« 
a^d  plant  pii^Yy  therein,  what  happy  cities  and  pariihf 9 
wculd  we.  foon  have  ?  If  you  would  recfiv^r  d^cayiiig 
piety  in  the  land»  and  baniih  curfingt  fwearing^  druol^ 
exmeCs,  Sahbath- breakings  &o.  out  of  the  ti^^vfi  ^^4 
p^ari^h.^hereyou  live,  then  begin  with  your  own  fi^mily; 
fet  up  prayer  and  religion  therein.  Satan  and  tice  viU 
not  dwi;ll  contentedly  beGd^  prayer.  Tbe  way  to  make 
a  clean  ft'reet  is,  for  every  houfeto  fweep  hefpre  thr- 
own door.  Religious  ff^milies  are  excellent  nutferiea' 
to  ^  church,  and  feminaries  of  piety.  Do  you  wi(b 
tben  to  fee  religion  flouiUh,  and  ref<Mrm^tion  carried 
<^  }  and  do  youdefire  to  be  laftrumental  therein  ?  then 
w^rihiir  God,  pronvote  piety  in  your  own  family :  Your 
example 'Hiiight  infiuenee  your  peighboura  about  you  tO^ 
t^e  like  \  it  wpuld  excite  your  chi}dren  and  fervantf..tii 
iecret  prayer  %  andi  when  they  come  to  get  familiec^  of 
their  own,  they  will  readily  do  as  you  do,  and  fo  wri\ 
^eir  children  and  fervantia  after  tbem  :  And  thus  y^ 
wiU  be  inftrumenia  of  handing  down  religion  tp  thf 
n^xijg  gen^ation,  and  for  ^l  turning  many  unto  righfcR? 
QU$ne&.'!  i  O  if  God  would  perfuadc  the  hcar^.9f 
people,  both  in  town  and  cimntry,  to  fet  abo9it  faifniiy** 
wotfliipthow  foon  would  religion  put  onanjO^aerfaice  ^ 
The  fttceta  and  fields  would,  not  be  (0  thronged  wjlfe 
old  and  young  on  the  Ssd^bath,  people  waikin^g  aiiddi^ 
^<;ttt|fiiig  idly,  and  boys  playing  ^  fportifg  then^- 
felvies^  the  dburch  would  be  better  freqi^eoted,  ..au,4 
people  more  attentive  and  devout  in  time  of  feri^ooa 
and  public^ worihip.  Family-wprthip  alfo^  is  a  notable 
help  to  prepare  us  for  public- wor(hipi 'a^d  the  right 
obfeivatton  of  the  Sabbath*  .      *«. 

..  But  the  domefiic  fan^ification  0^  the  Sabbathi  en* 
joined  by  the  fourth  command,  includes  more  dutiea 
than  prayer,  reading  the  word,  andfinging  of  pfalmsta 
{amiiies::  And  fo  I  come  tojpc^  of  oth^s.  * 
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Afie^  dmilfik  ^9  on  tie  SsUsfb^  u/amify  cMk^kfyg 
atiJ  inJlruBion. 

Miffers  of  families  are  bound  to  !nftni£V  anci  teach 
Aofe  under  thrir  charge,  vi2.  their  dilldtcn  tvA  ftr* 
Tants,  in  all  things  necefTiry  fo  faliratian.  Tea,  thef 
dre  bot&id,  not  only  to  inftruH  them  in  the  knou^leHge 
fcf  thd  principles,  but  alfo  to  enjoin  them  the  pcrfor- 
ftfatiee  nC  the  duties  of  the  Chriftian  religiorr,  "mA  to 
admonifh  and  reprove  them  for  the  Aeg1e6)  thereof* 
The  neeeffity  of  this'  duty  nrfay  be  proven  by  many  ar« 
guihents.  ' 

I.  From  the  law  of  nature  that  binds  us  to  (to  what 
tre  can 'to  promote  the  welfare  and  happinefs  Of*  our 
thildren  and  families,  and  to  help  them,  when  hi  mMcry 
and  dlftfefd.  Children  are  a  part  of  the  patents  wrapt 
up  in  atiother  ikin ;  and. therefore  patents  fhou1((  do 
for  them  as  for  themfelves.  •    Tis  not  enough  that  ye 

Srovidc  for  their  bodies ;  for  tfhe  very  birds  afid  beam, 
o  this,  nay,  even  '^  the  fea  monfters  dfaw  out  the'btea'ft, 
dnd  give  fuck  to  their  young  ones  ?'^  Lam.  iv.  3.  but 
you  ought  to  prbvtde  for  their  fduls,  which  atfe  theit 
Better  part,  yea,  a  thoufand  times  more  preciotft  than 
Aeir  bodies.  You  would  think  it  batbarous  cruelty  m 
i^arcnt,  to  fuffer  his  child  Or  fervant  to  ftarve  for  warn 
or  bodily  food  \  O  but  it  is  fat  more  cruel;  to  fuffer 
^fsiit  precious  fouls  to  perifh  and  flarve  for  want  of 
ij^lrtfaai  food,  or  neceffary  inftruaions. 

n.  From  the  clear  light  of  God's  word,  that  Wndk* 
lAM'  on  ttiafters  of  families  as'a  duty.  'We  fee,  the 
fourth  commancf  obligeth  matters  to  be  anfw^erable  ft 
Adi*  children  and  fervants,  touching  the  fanAificatton 
df  thi  Sabbath,  and. the  fervice  Of  God  on  that  day  ; 
which  certainly  imports  their  inftroaing'them  iO  their 
dtJty, '  Thb  Lord  tommits  theif*  fouls  to  their  care,  and 
they  muft  account  for  them  to  him.  When  God  plvea 
any  of  you  a  child,  he  charges  yv>u,  aS  Pharaoh's  daugh- 
ter did  Mofes  his  mother,  Eicod.  ii.  9.  **  Take  this  Child, 
and  nnrfe  it  for  me  ;  and  I  ^\\X  gWe  thee  thy  wagM  **• 
Or,  aft  the  prophet  fatd  to  the  king,  t  Kings  Ix.  3$. 
*'  Keep  thiJ  rtian  5  if  by  any  means  he*e  miffing,  thy 
life  fhatt  go  for  his  life.*'     I£  this  child  or  this  fervant 

perifli 
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perifli  in  his  fins  or  ignorance,  through  yoaf  negteA, 
}\i^^\^jmSil  require- 1Bt^yollrh•(Ddt  .Nayui9SPc.€iMr<^ 
^efl^\ifiivg^^yp^Jiti:w^  Unking  yoU  ^AiB&Mp'j,tn€i 

tju5jinWIW?i^^ 0?  th^fciptt^.ieho  w«rc  caJbc6ilw^j[)tfv*/ 
%f^i|rg^|s  ^tjsr  <70d  takes  fpecid.iio|icc  o£  it^W 
•A))rAbi!^]nto^]tit  everlafiting.^mnmshdationf  Geiiu  kviiat 
«K&"  J)kD^^  jhiro,  ithat^berwill  comosaod  |i|frtDhajlDin;J 
sH;i4#h)^J]^9S^j(>)d,aft^r  bims  jand  diey;  Obdltlosep.  fiiV 

^ssap^3ib«^pd|j  &C-1 7  It  wa«  i>ava^8jpi4aifc*ir  JPftit^ 

j§^^tMi,$^o%f  h^  )3«.  4^.  and  alfb  HoiiekiBb^By  U^ 
XWyiHcW-i'    '''.  •••    .  ;'  '■---        '        ■    Jf    :ir^>i-c- l£'.n^ 

^  |m7iq^  ^KC()pceffnAd»*i|i)  comnion  jaflSoe^Ttomftyiift^ 
y^;,{:^n^  toatyoiPByyro  far  ai  lietb  ihiymi^  ^^f^ 
t)j^ipjlu?^i  dwe  tibemv,  hyiyour  t:oDTef&igJoriBi]|^)iC|c>i^ 
Tuption  to  them.  HarGod  provided -atrain&flbttBelirf^ 
inrth^igeif^V  ipd^mUye^txML  dQ  fo  mddli  «^(hm^|lf>to 
tlw^  ?  JSit«ii  liad  ralhJy.giTcn  Wwoimd  to'»ty^f>tMir 
bp4k%(  miiiUfyeiiQtiilfhaftie  pro^  fi^cF 

%e*i1^0<S»«>?  and  waiyp,dc>  ncfUo^  for^^eir fdiDr;^ 
Xh^iK^f}S\%  of.  th&  »vib|ikiids  of)  fin  jgiv^ii thegi^i vtitil^' 

^>4»  ft  A^.highly  cbhttibuisitb  ad^nceK^rift'^itigb^' 
ckl^iiA  tlm^woWd^  tocjtklani^  a  fccd^iSiiJcfc[irKfcfaria^i'* 
llUfii  i  s  cl'^eJf  to  .|»covc  a' mWd;  £i/ccef8£aj  OBCan^  o(i^ 
iQ^tiM/ithftBc^nr  Qtli^'^^ti  oan'  h&^ffadv^iefill^  ^by  mi»i^ 
^fMiea^Qt  piuiiftcfi,3^vM  oirifcrQiohSi.  )riThe»fo9a)  bi^^ 
Fj)aeKia  6Hight;taddftr/i^thttafiaeiicx^l;yiBittAg»i|h«i»Y 
]il?ing^jQ9et^$>.fo  Ifaiait^iirhpf lulled:  iimhioTpi^  a^'MP 
ti6oi^ngd^«if«f*-G&fifl,  licnq^'ltUdrerianr  m'Aitl^e^^'l 

f¥&|Aefling  family  rdil^dti  r^Thid iaia  lbtB^ve|nffteV(ft»l97 
^kkicau&s  him  ta>ebip]oy  all  hi»  itower  ^aid  ^fKiific^ 
th^AiyHa^  \.  ..  '.^-  .1  •'  di  e^^^' "''    •'   '-  '•^^'  *^     '-c^-'  '-^^^ 
i[|;V  JbL  ia  aUin'Tcry  thnck  {croycM:u)#)i' 1^^     Md^^ 
CQ9l£ort>  tto  inftMif):  jybor^faanUe$  in  tb^lcho#l^i£^eijlt^ 
Chrift,  and  vray&afT^igioteu  t'Temayex^p^idiatyiW^ 
children  and  fervants  will  prove  dutiful  to^you..    Well 
educated  children  will  take  care  of  (heir  ps^inmtis  in  cWe 
ofoldage,  ficknefs,  orpoyexty:    Whereas  thofe,  that 
arc  nof:  fij^;  ofAn  negl^<3y,thcir  pwicnw.ii^j  4^«'lQf:^fj^d 
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ftmA  ycur  chiHrdi  tnd  feTrams;  God  will  rcvWr^l  you 
fi>c%>  wctt-  in  this  life.  Abraham,  as  ^t  heard,  'made 
cpftfeigitog  df  it;  and  God  bleffcd  him  with  a  tiotifut 
faaKsaCf  snd  a  faithful  fcTVi»nt,  Eliczet  6f  Dfifntffeds^i 
mSiat  an  mparanelled  initance  have  we  of  iCh^i  pifro*. 
fduBd  obciNenceto  hh  father's  commands  in  ftbniitf 
tinffi.-palkntly  tobea?  the  wood,  yea  to  be  boand,  and 
IsiHI  upo0  the  altar  to  be  facrificed  I  And,  what  a  Vvtft 
aod'tiiithfulfffrvant  was  the  ftcward  of  his  ho^fe^  EHe- 
X9ti  wWwn  he  trufted  with  all  he  had,  and A^ith  the 
great  concern  of  his  fon's  marriage,  which  he  tnarfa^ed 
yfMh  geratpnidcncc  and  integrity,  and  prayed  ratficftly 
foe  t^  good  fuccefi  of  it  ?  So  that,  if  ye  few  the  feeds 
of  jpietf.iti  chtldren  and  fervants,  yourfeire^  (tiM  beap 
t^  fbittjtfieivof,  even  in  this  world.  • 

'  Aigasiif 'It  will  be  very  comfortable  to  you  on  a  ^ea^ 
htAf'tolttvt  a  religious  praying  family  behind  yott. 
Winit  thougb  you  leave  your  wife  and  chiMred  pbor  ? 
J^iS^yovk  Icarc  them  praying,  God  will  provide  for  them 
while  here,  and  ye  (hall  {hcrtlyhave  a  joyful  m««thig 
Mti|hf^miiihcaveiiu  Your  children  here  Wiil  **  tifc 
vp>>ndi{^lt7tottUeflred  ;"  they  wiU  praife  you,  anid  follow 
yoMt.fidiis^oanipIe:  And  as  you  toojk  care  to  hand 
dcnffn  religion  to  them,  fo  will  theydd  ro  their  children 
zwiftMTziHs,  when  they  come  to  get  familtet ;  and,  vifhen 
yiM  twre  bbfflng  God  tn  heaven^  they  will  be  bldKng 
QfnAffj^t  yotton  eavth*  Nay,  they  will  meet;you'*t  a 
ju^^eiH'feat  with  bkffings  in  their  mouths :  Your 
cIMrert  mV  Wefs  God  that  ever  they  hi|d  (iich  parents) 
ypuf  ^e«f^«!t9  wU  Uefa.him  that  ever  tl^ey  had  fifieh 
nurftcffff  >i;hst  ever  they  fal«  your  faces,  or  caine  trffder- 
your  roof.  It  has  been  known,  that  many,  at  adyirtg 
him?,  hMPO  Uefled  God,  for  detsdrmining  their  lot  to  fall 
tmo  (mh  and  fuch  fcligtbus  families,  where  firft  thev 
bocame  tcqoaiated  with  Chxift  and  religion. 

j^ifnrJ  jQm^k  Duty  on  $he  Lotd^s  iay^  is  godiy  confix 

Accofditig  to  Ifa.  Iviii.  13.  we  ought  riot  this  dajr  to' 
fp^k  our  owtt  words;  and  coiifequently  we  ought  to 
fpeak  religious  words,  and  entcrUin  fpiritual  difcourfe. 

Vol,  IV,  S  when 


1^  qjf  ^e  Jpt^s  rr^i^# 

Ifh^  V^  ate  tqgctW,  oqn<;cf niftg  Qbr '^  ^^d Jp^iirtl*:) 
or  a^out  the  fermans  we  i>ave  he^rdf  t<|tl}|og;.QiiiS  .^a(i% 

inoftly^fy  ^^.  .  i .  .  ^     ^^  .,..  , 

QotdJy<9t>f^reiKe  is  well  pleafina  tq  Gx>d^^  |>t,j;|9ti(9t 
apd,  re(:oi^s  all  th^  gpod  words^i^.p^opk.^ckci'i^ak^ 
JKI^i- iii.  liS.  When  tnc ti7(r9  dificiple^ gpif^p to.J&p^iQ?<^ti 
Were  ab^yit  thia  f^xticife  on  the  Loni>  d^y,,  Cl»iiC(  h  iip^ 
yi^W  pleifed,  ^^t  he.  coined  to  t^e^  ;ind.ti>EiV<»  thf 
^d  man  j  he  (^nlett^iiif.  th^jcw  with  HzvQn\f  4Uipo«iii^, 
iftnd  opevs  their  tindcrfta^d^ige  tp  ]^ow  tl^fcidptffirce- 
Wc  fee,  when  Elijab  is  f^emplqy^  wiM*  WUh*>  a  Kilt08 
u.  tl*  lie  18  tak^n  up  ^4  tT^n(paTie4  glociouity  ip^ 
Jiemw*  'Thi$^a  heavenly  ci^exf^*^*  ^fhe,«ii>ylaj^- 
^^ntof  the  glbrififdjln  heavi^n ;  It  w^  Cbrift's  wodi^ 
^^i0^h  h^  wa^  tran^^u,r^  om  n^ouxuTabosc*  ?^VNi  inet 
^it^  ^pfea  and  El^aa:  he  cg^i^^Tr^d  wfith  Uievo^  uyofi 
t%  blcflid  Woic^l  of  Wa  dearth  ^^i  f^fliMrv»g^*  O  hlflr 
}xolf  aQ4  fn^tiut  waa  Pbrift  ^Iwajpa  1^  ^i^  difiviiirl^if 
^«  His  lipa  diPpt  as  ^h^  hw^y  cW^,  an^  hi&  tqBguo  i^4s 
;9«  choif^  Clver/^  He  fpv;i|i:^alize4  e^tthl]|  t)ifn|^a»  I|q4 
t^roed  thcDR  intp  h^awenlj  ijiftfuftifHi^i  v«fhf^»  hf  f^f^fh* 
"f^i^red  with  th^w^inafv  sit  the  wellci  SaqvKrni.i»i>|^iir 
ingrthe  mra^oT  9t  ^hat  v^f  ll>  Johii  ii^-,  he  ^ujkMy'df  c^iv^hfir 
from  orfinary  ^atPT  to  th^  water  of  \\i^  A.t^^-^^ 
n^9img  bT.fa4  9^  ^h^^l^ari^'a  hoiufp  on  thf  Pa^WwifciA^f. 
TL^k^»iv,  Jji^  dif(y>uiftd  of  wting^Uw^.W  Clo4**  feBg- 
4i^  :  Sp  le^  9^  t)xe  dif^les  qf  Qhri^;  (]»  cbiad^  i^ia))P 
hta  example  s  j^e  tl^at  y^^r  fpcff^h  I^C  fQS|fe»<t*  vm  «md> 

^  yoMf  Up^  iii^e  th«<i?  of  ^  if^^w^  tl^ii  jfji^oa^j. 

inviie  others  tp  aqiiaintam:fi  m\\i  Wna,  j  ^d>  iti^ff)  |m^ 
f^  it  foir  ^ftcatipn,  ^opai^jgiipat^  tllA  f«iie«iftlic^a  yflU 
fcave  ^ad  of  hU  l.ov« ;  ^f  Qo«\«^  fcei^s,  all  T©  Alt  Jewj  God; 
a»d  I  will  tcJl  w^t  he  hath  di^ne  fya  i^yf  foul/'  F£|t»  Imt. 
and  thus  one  live-coai  will  help  to  kindle  afiotber. 

Upm  this  ^ay  dF  h^  rf|i^  Cbv^anai  Qii^M  fap.^ft 
thinking  and  fpeaking  of  thu^  ^verla^ing  reft  above»  and 
conferring  together  of  tJie  way  to.  it^  arid  th^t  |i;L^ftinff 
there.  Do  ^b.u  belic^ve  ypu  ar^  gQing  tp  th^t  r^ft|  aoa 
y^ t  nfeTcr  fpcak  of  it  ?  U  t>Yp  pr  Arcc  pf  jpu.  ha«L  w- 
"o*  ,  ♦  /tfrcd 


HiM  H^Mi  fgtti^iMiii  td  |^  t6  Aiheria>  Atidl^edk  ihfe 
«<d4eilimitt6s  Whieb  urc  thet^,  t^ould  ye  nerar  btfj^jsakr 
£i^  tftfeft  cottiAy,  oi^ddkdus  to  bear  6{  H  bcfdta^  jovr 
gbtog  f  O  Gfafiftians !  atci  ye  ihdrtly  to  be  <<  caught  u^ 
tojirecMf ^ethb ddttds,  to  hie^t  the  Lohl  m  the  gir»  af}^  ib 
iArb^fd^>eMn#ith  the  Lord  P'  atid  will  you  not  *Kcpj^ 
ibftaMle^tioijter  ^th  thcfe  #ords  1^  accOtviing  tO  t  .Theff. 
t^^tp 'tfti  k  hifh  WkcHnCt  been  the  t>raaice M  roany 
pteces^iiidKifii  rtUgtotr  eothes  to  be  In  efteem,  fot  v<rUng 
.$!«*«••  itohieet  together  in  the  efching  of  thfr  hotii'U 
days  ftr  godly  doiiferende  U]^6n  rj[iiritii^fubje£t€|  or 
^e  Ibtmons  they  have  heard,  aod  for  pniyet  and  ptiufoa 
lortfaelt  niataal  edification^  And  it  id  alWitysobfet^e^ 
tfiatfdthioligiaoft  tneeting^  On  Sabbaths  Of  weekdays 
akt  fee  tp  In  f^atiflies  wHeie  the  gofpel  beglnft  to  thrive, 
Infl  as  natttttatly  at  btrdi  dfsuM^  lo^eth^^  in  the  fpfii^i 
yonngeonverts  are  Chrift*s  '*  fingfng  bitd!^/'  Cttnt;  ii.  ta^ 
Anti^flie  fttiptttro  affbfdrgood  gfOund  and  vr^ftiHt  £or 
fkiefa.nieetitigji,  MaK  iii.  i6.  Fhl  livi.  td.  Pial  xtiit^^,^ 
-^.la^tfi^  A^8.1i.  f  fZi  tiekiii«  13.  H(ib.il^rS4i 
3J,  I  PA  4;  10.  . 

.:  iptSa^tw 4hdfiHf0itU^  ^t-a^j  wiibin  their guttr.  '     ,/ ' ,} 

\  '9*lltf  iiimitb  cotnfn^nd  eitpfeidjr  teqofrea  fhu.  t^oUg^ 
jm^be'  not'itijtgiftMtes,  tet  dod  ha6  tfotheH  ^dtt»  j«viift)i 
*««^kc»ds^<if  iamiiies^^  with  ^n^er  iind  ahthoruf  in  :fm 
.fiMiiifltr,  td  fee  to  \he  hottonr  of  tfaisf  d^y :  Ute  it  the<l 
IdT  <Sdd»  «s  fe  v^iii  b^  anfwcffabie.    Let  n^m  \^Ui^ 

^r6htf»|:d  i^mf^bM  M%  hblf^f,  by  Wj^Aiiig^  JtpotH^ 
{mg  Of  phyhiff  $  Of  by  tdlene4  or  a^ieSt  of  c&  ddtiel 
'1*1^  tfay;  idtdfhattbeyddly  attend  pablte  ordinance* 
to^  teMhyutrbi^^  i  ffiiF<;r  them  nc^  to  abfent  iherd- 
ISrohf.^  •'.■ 

O  ttaSim  of  fatotili^,  ccJttcdr  frankly  with  the  mi- 
«f)ftet  of  ^#  paffffi,  to  fiipptefs  the  ^boies  of  th^day  1 
70a  vHT  i^£  ikcini  und  Icnoi^  6f  them,  i^hin  dilMerr 
anotnon  l^tifiy  ^rgahift  them  ia  your  ftatrofis^  and  th'i^ 
HrlfLMake  i&e  mhsiftclrfl  ^<^i^  the  dfio'fe  eaTy.  O  what 
•  il  fiSdf  thiogfir K  in  many  pJaces^  tO'  fee  nziiiiftfKiy  lef|  Xd 
^  -V:-'  j^  a  .        .  fi'i^^ht 


^  Of  ibt^DutinH'i^ifii^ 

iR^^iSiA  fin  filonif^  ^thout  ha^ng  otfe.l«d§ftin  nAisk 
lhidih,''i6r'bAce  open.a  mouth  againftttJ  ^Httioe  if  u^ 
thrift %fatiy  are^  turned  impudent  in  finilin{^,  't)~ihicularlfl^ 
in'Si)S&2ii£-breBking,  afvd  value  not  a  n^inift^r^'Jrtteko^ 
^K4  \^\i'!Ht  y<!^tvtUhcT  love  to  God  nor  yoiit  qfiiig^boii^ 
lb"Al^?*^t*vc  ye  rio<onc?ern  for  God^s  glo*yi  lidV'gticf 
ld^f6bbfAi>'di(hpnouired?  Have  you  no  chttritrfo  f  oar 
^iifiiHfefaftbtis^  no  love  to  youi  own  cMldien^  ^  lio  none 
cern  for  your  fervants  or  neareft  netgbfaoliir^':>  ii»  de^te 
*8fec^^he«i  frorti  falBrtg  inloeverlafting  bttiirtU^s'>that^ 
you  will  not  fpe<^k  one  word  to  pervent  UycCitr  11^0  theiA 
W'tiWar^aiiafd?    '  '      ''  ^  •  " '■■  -^i  .^  •'- 

'  ^^^rftcirtefay,  with c\itt*d  Cain,  **  Am  ii^biocbef's 
fe^bi*!^?*^  S*or  God  requires  you  to  be  doing  good  to  all 
iif  your  ftitioni.  and  to  love  your  netghbout-as  yikudblf. 
'AfYd;t1[V)2  fourth  commaiidcxprefblymakei^  yoii'accdufiiU 
abfi^ferallvvithin  yourgk»6«  >         *         ^        ]  v\  :v 

(^^^^  I  have  ftytbborn  fervants,  that -u^^l^ot  fee 
J*'iet^a^ed  by  my  admonitions  or  rcprorfs;'*  :  c-  - 
-  ^''Anfy^\  •  ¥ou  (faould  be  more  careful  in  ihe'4sh^oo^ 
^  nci^Mit>ers  of  your  family ,  and  parcicutarl j^^  yoiir 
'fth^xmi%xvtt  God  gitet  you  a  free  cfeoice^n  |hii  «i^u 
teir; '  C6nfickt  DavkTs  dare  therein^  Plah  ct^tS;  71^  Mi«c 
eyt^  fikilliie  u^n  the  faithf  ul  of  the  land,  t^t  thpy  ^ 
dSii^if  Wrrli  m^$  he  tliat^  ^alketh  in  a  pafii^  iii^^t  jie 
i9^gll  fi^e  ine.  ^K^fhat  worketb  deceit,  4hl»ll'faotdJ«^dl 
"idtfiln  nty  faoufie  i  be  l^t  telleth  lie9,  IhaR  moitair^in 
Wj^ir'^  b<>yc  Aittk  that  he,  or  flie  vfejfit^lbr  your 
fervice,  that  carcli  lifbt  fw^Qod's  fefvicfc  ?  -CtftP  %m'tt* 
j^a^a^b^fflUg  On  th<j' ^itdl'k  of  their  h£|n^:^ha  are  . 
ed^m>ie$'tO(  )(?od?  A' gt>dly  fervant  (tbo«i^'t'^ 
*}>^^i8 tare'etioO^tdbtf  lottod)  i$  a  greater WrifittS»«han 
inatiy  think  r  h«^  notoM^  works  for  bift^maftif^^UHlh  ius 
hatrd^  but  #lth  M^  i^tuW{Q^  as  did  goilly  EUeaer^ 
Geti.  xxlV.'il/und^Wb^furo  he  did  hismaftet  ^a«* 
ha<natrg6o<PfcmdQ"liy'hii^  prayers  as  by  hi^pradence. 

Btit,  .2.  If  It  %e  ydiuf^tet  td  be  concerned  wiih  ftub- 
bdr^^nd  difobedient  feiviThtii  let  them:kfidw  that  you 
ha*V4uthoiiC'f  frdm  God,  to  oblige  them  to  4o^  the 
Sat^btli^'^'by  at^t;ndii^g  ordinances  in  publieand  fnvate. 
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tlicf  ^»tili$»lt  b^.rj^cWsncdi  to  c^pel  than>r  fr^^m^-yo^t 
^iii&^'jIff^IVV.fiiQgk^€^  mifaiftnage  your  wofJi^j^Vc^Mli 
ir^LmtfxUifoyowilfowcr  and  Jiuthority  with  tUc;ib  ^.^«fr 
irfaeirid^ifi  tbcir  faults?     And,  were  yoi^  i^  tsggo^d 
taiHeftrforiGqdVforvice  on  the  Sabbath, , as /or  j^A«r 
am  ttpraiwl^^kdaye,  I  am  pcrfuadcd  yq  niigl^f  \K(i\^g 
yottir  chil^ovLnod  4ryaat6  to  &r¥e  God,  j^nd.lp^ff^th^ 
<taijf::iaid)c;f^ci.tfeaa  they  do*  --    .       j.t    t  ., 

^iii^;«9^ilJLl>  W^hat  are  the  fecret  duties  re<iui&(e>u|>oii 
^bfiiUf2'j$4ay2  .  ...     ....    .  , 

-rf/»/I  It  is  not  enough  that  we  worftiip  ,Gofl  jthif  cVUT 

j«>ooo}tiif£tioa  with  Qther$,  i^jicther  in  the  com^rc^atiod 

'4r  ill  Cvmlij^^  The  right  fan^lification  oi  the  Sabbath 

Inalfub^  ^tecict  duties  alfo,  fuch  as  prayer,  reading. 

•ittdifabQavr  3cc*    That  religion  is  not  true«  which  is 

all  vifible  to  the  world  ;  for  t^e  life  of  reltgioa  liiep  \a 

^e^£»crptaniercourO$s  which  are  betwixt  God,  and  the 

foul|  that  t}ie  eyes  of  men  do  not  penetrate  iato>.  'Se* 

fOret<luti^4«ce  the  bell  trial  of  our  fincerlty ;  tlie  Lord, 

^that  &eth  idi&eret,  takes  fpecial  notice  of  them^ .  a^, 

4Eidu|y;perfonaod,  he  will  openly  reward  thcm^ .  Ixt 

^Msltber^ore  make  confcience  of  thena>  and  that  efpeci- 

^Q(Uf  fipimiGp^*^  holy  day^  wUch  is. entirely  (ec  a|>act 

5f6r^||p|y  djftlie&;  tApd  labour  tQ  fim^  dut^^  fy  this  4ayt 

tn^Mf^idi^tf  ta^f  not  juftle  out  another.    As  yojn'  o^iift' 

sm^iet  fdmiity>.4!uties  interfere  with  public  duties,;  fo  you 

^m^ftillkmqsiire  that  fegret  dutif^ft  dp  not  interfere  with 

•fttOttW  Qf¥d-    6ut|  w>re.  panti^uUrly.  ,.  ;  ;. 

97f  t>iiSegge<hpiCa](ir  is  ^  d^uty'n^(:eir<iry  on  the  I^ord's 

elli)ip:i>^tb(jor<^repariug  US' to^  append  the  public  or^- 

fi»ii|i^Wi(Jal^a  iorimjiroyiog  Rntl  c^pping^bcnefit  by  th^in 

«;iift4lwa«4^4.  .1  do  not  m^^  th^ti  t^ia  duty  is  to  hc^coB^ 

filled Jo^  ibe^  Sabbath  otily^s^N^^  it  is  n^ceflary  every 

"J^  dt&^fgAng  to  David*^  example,  Pfalm  lv«  lyi^  buc 

tlKitia  ^fpe^i^t^fy  requifue.aQ  a^fidtt  gf  the;  worfliip  of 

<lbh  i^  [  Krayt^r  itt  foneeciTary^  thaft  it  is  pu^  fof  the 

^w^oleiiwiirtihip  of  Cod,  A£t$ii.  24.  Tt  is  thjs  chairac- 

ftcrtafadjowerted  foul,  *'  Behold  be  prays/'  AfilikiK. 

.t*».Htit£ii^Jie.4Fiatk  ofao  athcift,  that  **  he.  cajl&i,?K>t 

upon  God/'  Pfaf;  xiv.     And,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  fe- 

crct 


^elr  prayeti  ft  vh&tr  ererf  e»f nal  inftn  batb  dtf  ftvttf fibfi' 
ti»;!^^  3m  "devil  ^an  fifllD^  lACffi  their  c^Uifeh'  {^nr^t^i 
tkcir  l2irt|%  pmyerfi;  1)Ut,  fdt  cidfet  prayeri  Iw*  caitWlt- 
swasfotilUHi.  efpecUliy  when  they  ate  fre^Ue^^dflrf  cdtti^  ^ 
flant,  becaufc  they  are  tdd  much  an  argumetit  'of  fitf** 
eefifijMr/jAiiyjxJcritiJ  take&  rtd  deH^ht  hi*  fedfet^  ptayfer, 
imraavaa^^^ttty  but  ^;i^hat  U  feen  of  meii>  ^^'Mwl  g^MF 
lomaiiilmet'    Buf,  Mwlw,  if  thotsi  art  fineefe/ thbu  Mrtlt"  • 
QWtfi4erc)&«rGoct?s  eye  Ib-  ujftjtt  thee  iti  pifi^at^i  •  a%  iJwjlf^ 
a«nn;^fabKcyartd  therefore  wtit  feck  t»  appfbve  thhr-i- 
fdf^cp  0e<l  in  fecret  diuie^,  as  well  ae  puUid.  "  M'  k^ 
ertrpisyar'Was  cw  Saviobr's  cotiftant  pf^idtf 4i»<)}teiMi 
cattjlv  'fo'it  AiW^  ht«  fpeciat  injurtftbn  to  all  hte  ftllowa*    ' 
cf8iaMat:t4.'  6.    Yoa  n^«d  tiot  fear  that' yotrf  leer^ 
pr*]^  wBt. be  forgotten;    N6j  God  is  evapy^Whetr*^: 
hchae  linear  to  hear  your  ftci^et  groarw;  attd-ah^fyc  Id 
fcciycurfect^t  te^rs:  Ye*,  he  haft  a  bottle  <o  pmfehrlf 
tbeniyib  ^s  s  drop  ctf  rhetil  fliall  tidt  be  loft.       ^'  t,  :  ^^ 
i.lri  (Mohf^ofet  addreflfes,'  Hx^hkh  ve  ittdfrc*  ftirfed'  «lld'' 
faldmh^riit' us  catefttHy  remember  the  thwe^^payta  ^• 
jhrdltcrv^jcdnfcflloii^  petUidrt'^d  fhitAfgt^itig:    let  t« ' 
cojodfeCi  th^  fixi9  We  arc  giifh^  of,  etjr  %r  the  l^lrfde^ 
we^»^ttm,land.chaink6dd'for  chofe^tife  atjofip  'Jbe^W- 
zMnH  thai  jhls  i<  mot  onlf  a  commahdeddttty;  bttt^owi'' 
d^^y  and  pflvit^e.   i^fa«t  mt  honour  ti  it  fiM^'d^fl:^ 
and  afbes  td  te  aiioWed  ^t%«ft  to  the  gveat  43<od  }  Ibl^'' 
a  wofiirt -td fpeak  freeiy t0  ii^  CfeattorJ  f«  k  poor^begi' 
gar toi>icoiiv<rfe  faftiHtorty  Wtfk  the  Kitig  ^trf  t^^etl  t' 
O.flun^r,  liquid  not  atf  thy^neighhd^W  erii*f  liAe>  if 
tbcfn  wcrt^b  hmoinred*  bf  atf  earrh^  kitig  ^  Ber<ifh<>tt*^ 
ed^theipbo(>v«i^eadd^midiieii(^of4^hisrffberrf«    ^  ' 
.^v  ConQder'af  ^hara  d«at-  ratd  Cbrift  h^h  b^T^he^ 
thi^  iveeltoiti'  for '  ts):^  -  Ifovirvmach  did*  It  edft  fatrtf  td  e- 
reftadnroneof  ^aee;/ toiwhfch  ure  imf  te{^air-a^' 
c««ifide0ce ^  Andy  wil^iiot  tv«  mike  ofe  ^t  thid  ptM«^' 
legdwith  tha*^fgStiflg>     •  .       '  ^     ' 

13.  'Confider  the'pvofitof  it  s  It  Is  Kk«  fhe'^  W^rchaftf'i: 
{hip,  Pr6v.  jdixi.   14.  that  ittffg*  our  fbdd  fwm  t^ 
fat.*    By  it  we  ttade  -wrhh  bceliren^  aiftd  br?ft^  dowiii 
Chrift^s  infcarchafble  richer ;  It  \i  a  key  to  open  the 
triiafob  of 'God'$  me¥d68  to  its  in  the'  itvoming,  aft^^ 

ta 
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pm.£i|aii>rQ  flight.     la  a  ^wonif  <fu:ayer  t»  a  bry.t^  hoii- 
vfp»  ai^eW  tQ  t)»t  (oult »  &«nfi€«  <»  (mhIi  ani|iaiiB)OfMrR& 
'tChCllQfdeiiVfU.  ..  '     ^  ^•^         )'. .        »: 

'i^Wyk  t^  wj^y  to  make.  up.  ^b4  p^^fctio^  ^cqiMi^v^ 
90i^^WAth  God,  which  will  be  of  gr^at  f^feiDoi  ]imi  dv 
t}i^>nmc.<)(  ^PE>qhle,i  ac  at  ^he;  hour  ^  dtath^:  -itr i^ tio 
Sv^  PS^Cfm^f^c(uei(t%  tq  yqui  t<>  ad4«era  «tia  &>r  Mfi^ 
«r|^  wh(»9»  you  havi»  had  long  %cquati>tfiinQejrind(/a«^. 
li^j^  andof  whoi^  kia4nfi;f$  yon  have  had»<6l^|oe*i< 
^lyerifSki^    Rut,  pi»ty«i(leii  man*  k  wilt  bsj.a  Ji^joig^i- 
Ia^(rff  $ftfe»  whea  yau  are  g^ig  out'o£  tho>woT]4%^ta* 
hfOlipuf  ^«ry  U)  that  God  you  have  been  aa  mtarttra^^' 
gev4Q.^l  jPQi^r  life  i  or  t<^.  be  forced  to  appear  before; 
ttM^Qc(4i  you  never  kurf dy  or  deftred  to  i^mrerfe  wi^v 
inrvia  tie  faip  to  challenge  acquiaiotanoe  with  jbhBftj'ivh0> 
mil  utterly  difqUim  ^w^  ,a>o4  fay^  "  tikpaft  fron^fui' 
Ittfw^Or-.kmw  you."     But)  O  praying  foul !  tfaaA  bift 
:^i^t^Q  H ith  G«d^  dftath  will  havQ  aaotbeMtaev 
t|^/  thee  J  thou  may  ft  look  on  it,  aa  Jaeqh  did»TQn^thcj 
^J^fa^^  (^  to. carry  hinpi  to  )>»«  (li^nd  Jo£b|^1^  ar»Maf#. 
*k^^  (  aii9»i8oiti(^  to  Qo4  whom  I  koovt  I,ttnv£ek7 
**tiWSiJfl  «w««  with  that  Sricud,  witk  wbowl  ha*p  h^* 
*^t.9:lQ^  a<c:<)uaiiitaiu:6«  to.* whom  I  have  |iffld  «iaiij> 
•^j|ifitt,«vl  with  whom  I  hay-e  bad  fwcet  fecrot*  ccom^ 
•i\jf^fti»fa|id  whom  I  have  If^ng^d  tbQ  fetji  aiuiwhorwiU* 
<*.  'fliiibraeo  ipc  in  hU  arw^i^and-  welewne  nw  "to  f}s^jfS^ 
:  5^'  Cw^der  what  a  f^ercfiU  !$>>  Q  jnpan^thatfQodii 
y<^wCiRW;)ftlthee  to  prayef^  a^d  ^otuui^ing;  tbec%  in  ebo 
Uiad  of  prayer^  if/ihe.^  ioimdifui  thoufandait  as,  df fonniigfe- 
airebfs<}rid'Bnayw>  apd  loft  {of  cKer,    G  theft  pcaj  iiov, 
\Kkue.  (hduh^^  ti«(^  to  |K(fty//Jb|^l(J|jk  .|o..^3f  i^^h^  t» 
pi^y»  ^Sidc  e«eowag^tPiieAt  ta  piay*   Jki^^  tfac^  graeums 
jtfA^^a^Of  lite  and  (alva^io*  to  youy  iif  jpou  do<it»  Pfai. 
ij^U-  32i.  Roe?.  X.  1,3.     M?Jke  thia  w^W:  a  timt  far 

gi^pr*  fw4  thf;  next.  ibaM  h«  a-  feiafw  for  pmfy,,  ^Doft 
gu  ije^.to.  be  (ared  witliotK  prayer  ?   l)vft  <hoii  ejc*' 
.  w&M>  ^yertUj  i^e  Vi^lw^^tbt^ing  it  at  Qod^lian^^*^ 
Q  vrfW-ofl  MTdfil  94d  toitby  flames  in  heJJl  wicii  ^tM-  ' 
j^idoce,VAU>4etf  theei  If^U^ou  l)94ft  r^i^^^  4ih6i%>haid9: 

not 


^r-t^  Ofthf  Du:ie^  r^quiJfiJF 

V/G^Tjectt  there?'  Well  theii,  now  |h6i!  liW^rftrforf  for 
^'m^y^nit  itmertbcr,  h  will  not  aHrays  TafVf  IftKtfti 
W]prdVc  it  tici,  e^ipcft  that  God'will  turn  a  deif *ear  lb 
^oitWilicf'dayof  yourtahmity,  aft  %  drath  bed^  or  a 
tVfljurfelV  Rc^d,  and  tremble  at  that  word/f^foV;  i.  itf. 
Jr^i  18. '(?6d  fats,  "  He  wilt  not  hear  ybu  ^hch  yoa 
ery*."^  *'And,  it  he  reftffe  to  hear  you,'  tlret),  wfco  ^ifl 
kejff^^bu  ?  AiigelbWill  not,  faints  will  ilot,*'iieareft  re* 
lafrdrtfc'^iirhdt,  hills  and  monntaing  will  n^:  Anil, 
^Wteit- a,  tvretched,  forlorn  and  forfaken  creature  wilt 
thi/h  be  ?'  There  Will  be  rtone  to  own  the^  tbeft>  if  thou 
akrqUallnt  nbr  thyfeif  with  Gad  by  prayer  now.  '  See 
the  afif^er  fhc  fooliih  virgins  gt)t,  when  they  iaine  after 
Ac*  dcAr  Was  flim.  Matth.  xxr.  See  what  an  anfwer 
thfe'rfch  ifnah  got,  when  he  bf gged  for  **  a;Arop  of  cold 
wit^r  focbol  his  tongue,**  Luke  xvi.  ^*  Seek  (Sod; 
then,  while  he  rnay  be  found  ;  call  on  him  while  he  is 
nca?  i^  totherwjife  ycui*  fate,  untimely  cries  will  riot  be 
t^ar^ecl.-  ;     '\  . 

"  '"O^jeff.^  ^ '  O,  "fay  f^me,  we*  have  not  tRc  gift'  of  gray- 
ei'i '*'e  Cannot  pray,**  /  ,,    .-[ 

Jh/.  I  h"avc  faid  ehc'ttghTh  anfwer  t6'this|^a^Httite.b^^ 
.  foie*  !  {hall  only  add  one  word  ;  Art  tliou  a  CHnftiaii^ 
'O  man,  iM  cahft  not  ppy  ?  Thou  mayft  as  wdtl  fay^p^ 
thoti  art  ^  (bholar,  but  canll  not  read;  a °ibMreir^,.but 
Cinft  *nt)t'fight.  Prayer  is  hs  efiential  t6  ajtrie'Qirjf-, 
t^ah^.as  breath  IS  to  tne  body:  Why  ?''pra'yt^r'5s^hf 
very'breaiWng  of  the  foul  to  God.'  So  It  Is  e'alleJ,^ 
Xam.  iii. '56.  O  man,  have  you  nothing tdcfay^i  pray- 
er ?  thdn  go  to  God,  and  tell  him  f(b;  fit  doy^n  pin  your 
kheefs,  and  fay,  *'  Here  ix  p06r  igncranf  ercaturey  that' 
c^nTxot  pray  ;  Lord,  teach  me  to  pray.***  /The  pubtican. 
niede  a  Very  (h6rt  pwyer,  take  xviil.  .**^  God  be  mer- 
cjifulto  me  a  finner  -/*  yet  it'was  acceptedVffncc  it  came 
from  a  humble  heart/  O  f  if  your  IxearC  be  broken, 
youi  wbrd^  will  be  accepted,  although  they  be  broken 
andTtW.  The  fillieft  'beggar  will  find  fomething  to. 
fay  at  yoiir  doer,  thciigh  he  eXpefl  but'a  eriiryib  •,  and 
am  yo'ulird  nothing  to  fay  at  God's  door,  wh^ii  yo^ji 
hWe  a  fcTui  to  fate,  a  hell  to  thuHi  and  JeltilC^rift  and 
a  kingdom  irr  put  tiew  ?  •^    ''.    3w t. 


f^jl/ lotfj  Jii^ 
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'  94i^"^4i  J^P^^-"  .^^^^  is,.pirajKr  that ,U  nuc^riftdjftt 

jmwgiqN^ l^jctbeiQ  more. fircqucntp^  ^i^aJ^atlv 
ftrf  IjJ^^  tioC«Oxt  thkday  yw  muA  •^..ttctf  itint^yoto 
*§T9lW^^''  ff  .find  your  owm,  plcaftt^cs,^rfl(i;av^j 
'^  '^^r^^^is^^W  cjacuIatioBu^  flnndd  ifli|6  f^rt^jjCjOfit 
(i^fiW  icicfcjqf  pwdon  fipr  fuch  a^  fin^Jtrcpgj^T 
ng^iai  toft,  yiftory  Qjrft  fiw?h  »  tcmp^tic^  ^ 
-ATpcai,  Sabbath  tiin€  foit^Uy*  Arc^y^^j^p'^ 
b^^^^ur^ipjiy  .61^  rtturoing  from  it  ?  Are  ycm  j^^a^ibg# 
^;^90^ii>ttiiicatitjg»  p^aiiluig,..  or.  about  ^Mf^diih^ 
Be  fjrc^  of  this  kiiKjpt  pray^^^ 

^^  begin  apd  enti  cv^f  duty  witli  Ui,,^pqt,fi|| 


^! 


dtftra^H^Yiji  t)i^y  being  put  up  and  over  before ^yj:j^>fa- 
iM  &e  awamened  to  tempt  us.     As  for  o,t(iic;i;^pr^](er||, 
a9n$  to  tbeoi,  tho^u^  pnlyhy  tKe^af^^M^^" 
tUrip^  rgiyc  notice  to  ft  tail  what  w^e  'a|r^  ^of^ 
i  el^platory  prayer^  ar^;  fo  ,quicWy  4aift|jj^  up. 
f^t^ttfcy  will..be  i|i  .tWvcn  bcfori^.  latio  .pj)^ 
^9fJ^^ija^^^ 
flip^Wpamiuxjon,?pirith  Gqd  jn.tbc  i;^tcrrako/  otb?r<;^ 
^    keeping  the  li^n;u\*tbc  fMr.otpp^ 
,/^;rh<P  pj^iji?.  unto.th^  lavryere^otk 
r;up  the  cuorniiig'and  e9re)^iD|  ftc(i;ific^ 

rr  !« T-f  ii^^^^^P *^  ^^  ^**wng  on  the  alt^ a^^tj^p 
Fy^To  y  ^u(t  nqt  fatisfy  dwrfelvcs  with  fple.rii^^Pj^ 
ira^  adti^suMil?,  I?ut  fcottl^  'Ou^y'to  Ti^pJa  tbV  fijr^ 
'Sjt^*  *Tf  ^^  t«o^g*^*^  ap<^;iJ3Cttlations,  Ch;i()^,uu«ii, 
iH^^t  jfipotifc»:that  "  her  lip^dr6pa|8  as  haoeyconj)*''-; 
"A^kK^.^l^i.ftill  <'^«>PP>"fe  w  in  a  cootinual  ipicw^rd,-,, 
iji5i^'djrfi«  pi  Qod's  pcppjq  hate,  morp  deto-;^ 
tSk^jr'w^  fth^n  odicw  Kainc  ipj^.^r 
cAJHtiJ  '^jArf  wW^  walking  in  thp  tocpte,  or  ^wprlpff^ 
•^^^i8^ifc,^VtJ^^i\^  bther$  njiyo  when  piayiQg..o?^  Aeiu 
a^liwve  ftriflcr  cbmipiwJ9n.wiii  tfPf^C,^^^^^^^ 
T         "-way 


.< 
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Arsyftt^dtetr^cmnmoii taiile8»  than othenbaveati com* 
ixiQjBiiciii  table. 

J.     -.;-.,.  •  ^  ^    ■ 

A  fecimi  fecret  Duty  on  the  Lora^T  Day  is  naJing  qf  th$ 

Scriptures  and  other  good  boohs » 

•fbi'f  is  a  dutyncccflary  every  day;  but  efpecially 

trti  the.L»^rd*8  day:  It  U  the  charafter  of  the  blefled 

tiian,  tbat  *<  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord» 

and  he  meditates  therein  both  day  and  night/'  Pfal.  i; 

Thisftouldbe  particularly  verified, of  us:Oft  the  Sab? 

baih.  ^'Uead  the  word,  that  you  may  be  taught  what 

to  b^elieVer  of  God,  what  duties  you  owe  to  God,  and 

what  fim  you  are  guilty  of  againft  him.     Who  can 

fct  forth  the  excellency  and  ufcf  ulnefs  of  it  ?  It  is  a  glafs 

to  difcoyer  our  fpots,  a  lamp  to  guide  us  ii^  the  dark^ 

a  fire  t6  warm  our  cold  aflPeflionSi  a  magazine  to  fupr 

ply  us  with  armour  againft  our  fpuritual  enemicwV.    It  is 

a  phyfic  garden,  wherein  grow  all  foits  of  medicinal 

lieits  for  Our  fpirltual  maladies :  The  promifes  are  aa 

fragrant  flowers  and  fpices  in  this  garden  j  believers 

tiike  ipany  a  pleafant  walk  among  thefe  beds  of  fpices* 

It  is  ah  apothecary's  (hop,  out  of  which  we  may  have 

eye-fa!ve  Jfor  our  blindnefs,  fovereign  cordials  in  all  out 

foul  diftreffes.     David  found  this  to  his  fweet ,  expeVU 

cnce,  Pfal.  cxix,  50.  **  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  afflic* 

tion,  for  thy  .word  hath  quickned  me.**     Here  are  fuit- 

able  cordials  for  all  our  various  cafesi  be  it  defertiony 

temptation,  poverty,  ficknefs,  reproach,  perfecutloti,  &c. 

Here  are  the  waters  ^  the  (andiuary  for  cleanfing  us 

from  our  pollutions :   Here  is  the  heavenly  rain,  for 

making  fofc  and  tender  our  hard  hearts.  '  The-fcriptures 

are  both  food  and  phylic  to  our  fouls ;  here  is  meat  for 

'ftrong'nien,  and  milk  for  babes.    **  The  two  Teftanients 

(as  Auguftine  iakh)  ar€  the  two  breafts  which  we  muft 

fiick  for  fpifrtua!  nourilhment ''      And  there  is  none 

of  God's  children  that  wiU  call  them  dry  breafts^or  emp* 

ty  cifterns ;  they  have  often  afforded  them  ftrength^  nou- 

ri(hment,  light,  life,  and  comfort  ."^  O  how  highly  have 

God  s  people  in  all  ages  prized  God's  holy  vrordi  and 

theJibetty  of  reading  iti  It  hath  been  <*  fwcet  as  hoftey  to 

tbeir  tafte.".   I  have  re^d  of  one,  ^0  being  a  prifoncr  in 

a-dark  dungeon,  when  light  was  allowed  him  for  a  (hort 

time 


If 


ttme^  to  take  hir  Eneat»  he  wcmld  take  his  Bibfe,  and  jead 
a  portion  of  it,  faying,  "  He  could  cat  without  light, 
but  he  could  not  read  without  it."     I  am  pctfuadv^d 
there  ia  no  better  way  in  this  world  for  i»r.proiring  the 
fiaculty  of  fight,  and  benefit  of  light,  than  by  reading 
tlie  word  of  God.    So  far  as  time  cin  allow  you  upon 
the  Sabbath,  T  jixdg:e  it  very  profitable  to  read  other 
good  books  alfo.  fucK  as  our  Confeflion  of  Faich,  Vin- 
centVCatechifm,  Vincent  on  the  laft  Judgment  Guth- 
rie's trial  of  a  favinjr  iatereft  in  Chrift,  AlUn^  Alarm^ 
Baxter's  Call  to  the  Unconyerted,  Pcarfc's  Prepariition 
for  Death*  Fox's^Time  and  the  end  of  Tin>c,'poQlittlc'8 
Call  to  delaying  dinners,   Baxter's  Snnts  everlafting 
Reft,  his  Poor  Man's  Family-book,  Gray*s  Sermons, 
S'lavcl's  Touch -ftone  of   Sincerity,  his  Saint  indeed^ 
Mead's  alrnoft    Chriftian,    tjie  Treatifes  of  boolittlc, 
Caihpbeii  and  Henry  upon  the  Sacrament,    Ruther- 
foprd's  Letters,  the  Fulfilling  of  the  Scriptures,  Clark's 
Martyrology,    Beard's  Theatre  of    God's  Judgments. 
Thcfc,  "and  fuch, like  books^  next  to  the  Holy  BiWc^  I 
recomnaedd  to  the  perufal  of  all  private  Chriftians,  a* 
l^eirii^^cafy  and  plain  to  common  capacities*  and  fomc 
pf  the  mod  generally  ufefut,  in(lru<!ling,  awakening, 
foul-(earching,  and  heart  warming  pieces,  that  I  have 
feea'  among  human  writings,    and  which  have  been 
bkficd^to  the  edification  of  many  thoufands. 

^^,fhirJf€Ctyt  Duiy^  on  tbf  LonPs  Day^  is  meditation  upon 
u     V'  i.i,       •  ;        .  diviiteifiibjd[il4,.      < 

'V  ■     fK...  V  ■ •     •  '      '-      •        •      , 

.,  .;T^  jduiy  18  proper  every  day,  much,  more  on.  the 
SabbatK  ^bkh  is  f^queftrated  foe  divbe  employments. 
It  jftilltflit:hara£fcer  of  the  Ucfled  maj»p  that  ^'  he  medt* 
titfii  ia  Q94V  l^w  dgy  and  ntghtp*  PXa).  L  2.  It  is jan 
Dfcful  and*Aec«0ary  duty  ;  it  excites  the  affections,  and 
^^luck^s  jl^e  graces  &  it  ftrengijieos  faith,  Pfai.  cxix.  92. 
it  noMti(heth  hope,  and  inflames  our  love  (deep  mufing 
mBktf:  the  fire  to-  burn.  Meditation  is  a  great  help  to 
e.TeTycduty,<Pfal«  cxix*  59*  It  helps  to  read  and  .'hear 
.the  WiQiKl.^righl^,  and  .to  know  the  truths  thereof  pra£t.i- 
iga¥y  yik  ]^elB#  t<^  pray,  and  yields  matter  to  tbetOngue, 

^;::«i.  ;u'   u".    .   ••  T  2  •     /•      PfaJ. 


Jj5*  OfsbrDi^s¥ef^fi/t 

F&Uti^*- f *    It  proqopto  w  to <09£e&  ^  An4  wmm 
for  iv  Pfel.  H.  3* 

I^  f^erfuadedtfaen  to  engage  your  hearts  to  this  iie« 
ceflary  but  much  negle£i^d  duty  -,  for,  though  it  be  molt 
xXtihX  and  profitablei  ye(t  I  know^no  dotf  more  flighted 
^hd  fofgdtt^.'  The  bcft  of  God^s  peppl/s  have  cavfti 
to  Hinf)«ne  fhi$  moil  bitterly  before  the  LqxAx  Who  om 
fay  With*  Bavid,  Pfal.  csiix.  07.  **  O  ho*  love  I  thy 
W,  ttltf  my  meditation  all  the  day."' Aa  for  thQ  g^oe- 
y^ity  of ^tbc' World,  they,  have  no  fcnfe  of  the  (^)igaH 
<ion  of  thii  diity  upon  their  fpirits ;  they  liw  without 
thin)(ing|  and  that  proves  their  ruin*  O  i  li  dnnera 
would  retire  from  company,  and  fpend  (bme  littla  timQ 
iip^  and  then  in  fecret  thinking,  it  would,  thnough  thff 
fateiTing  of  God,  work  fbme  change  in  tfaem<»  I  tepsemi 
ber  a  paflage  I  have  read  of  a  dying  father,  that  on  hi^ 
death- bed  left  it  as  a  charge  upon  his  ot^ly  fon,;who  was 
a  great  prodigal,  *^  That  he  ihoidd  fpei^  aquarterirf^i| 
hour  every  day  in  retired  thinking  *,"  and,  to.  encourage 
him  ro  undertake  it,  he  gave  him  liberty  to  choofe  any 
fubje^  he  pljsated.  The  fon  thinka  this  ao  eafy  talk, 
and  engages  to. do  it ;  and  accordingly,  fetshimfelfter 
perform  ms  promife :  One  day  he  £inks  on 'hia  bypaft 
pleafqres,  another  day  be  contrives  hifi  futura  delight^i  > 
After  a  while^  he  begins  to  reafon  with  faimfelf  whaf 
was' his  father's  deHgn  in  hying  this  taik  upon  bitni  al 
length  he  thinks  his  father  was  a  wife  and  good  man^ 
and*  therefore  intended  and  hoped  that,  arnottg  the  reft 
of  his  meditations,  he  would  fome  time  or  other  think 
of  religion.  When  this  hid  truly  poffcft^his  thoughts, 
o^e  thou^t  and  queftron  comes  upon  the  bapk  of  ana* 
ther,  about  his  bypaft  life  and  future  ftate,  that  he  could 
not  contain  himfeif  in  fb  (hort  a  confinement's  a  quae* 
ter  of  an  hour,  but  was  that  night  without  fleep ;  yea, 
and  afterwards  could  havt  no  reft,  till  he  became  feri- 
owflf  religious. 

Ocafclefe  finner,  if  you  think  it  too  m^ch  to  fpend 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  every  day,  I  would  beg  it  of  you 
to  fpend  a  quarter  of  ah  hour  every  Lord's  day  in  retir- 
ed thinking  upon  fome  fpiritual  fubjeA  :  Who  knows 
what  it  n)ight  produce  ?  Do  you  fay  that  this  is  a  hard 

talk? 


talk  ?  WiH  It  not  be  far  harder  to  ly  in  hdl  a  ^ha!© 
eternity  thinking  on  your  bypaft  follf ,  when  there  ift 
no  ri^medy?  O  finnery  will  you  peritb  for  want  of 
tfaiakmg  I 

Be  not  feared  at  the  difficulty  of  it ;  for  though-  at 
6x0;  thk  duty  ieem  hard,  and  corrupt  natwce  ihswaver* 
fioo  to  U«  yet  psefs  your  heart  to  it,  and  after war4s  yo^k 
£bair£nd  it  pleafwt :  Thbugb  it  be.  dijIBxrult  t(>  climb 
thttmcuintof  o\editatioii|  yet,  when  once  we.  get  up^ 
xt£,  will  be  ready  to  fay  with  Peter,  on  the  m<iuTU  p£ 
transfi^ration,  "  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.**  David 
Cottod  it  fo,  *'  My  meditation  of  him  fliali  be  fwftet," 
F£d»  cir*  34*  The  more  we  medifsite  on  God^.tfap 
Cwecterwe  will  find  him :  Yea,  fo  fwcet  didh^  fiod 
this  duty:,  that  he  fpent  whole  dayi  in  it,  Pfal.  cxa.  97^ 
9nd>  as  if  the  day  had  been  too  little,  be  bocrows  a  parfe 
of  the  night  too,  Pfal*  Iwi^  6.  . 

ObjeQ.  <<  Alaa  !  (ibme  (ay,)  our  mind^  are  \mx^  o£ 
good.thonghta/'  . . 

jinfi  I*  If  you  would  accttftom  yourfel^ea  more  ton 
the  dnty,.  you  would  have  lefs  ground  of  complaint  tlfi^ 
way«  ^« -When  your  hearts  are  barren,  there  are  two 
fiibj^s  you  can  never  exbauflt:  Fix  your  tboughtg. 
vpoh  aoy  one  of  them,  viz.  God's  mercies  to  you,  ai)d^ 
yo4r  flna  againft  him.  The  Pfalmift:  ,acknowledge«r 
them  both  to  be  innumerabiet  in  the  fame  pfalm,  PfaL 
^^  5^  1 1« 

'  'SS^'  What  fubje£U  of  meditation  are  mod  p;-oper 
for  t&e.Sabbatli-day?    . 

^pf  Natural  things  may.be  fphitualized,  and  co;n*r 
moii  things, may  afford  us  grouAd  for  fpiritual  inftruc- 
tions^  if  we  bad  our  eyes  enlightencd|  and  mind^  fpici*- 
toally  txerci&d*  But  it  is  fit  that. on  the  Sabbath,  we. 
choofe  thofe  fubje£ls  of  meditation  that  are  mod  edify* 
ing,  and  naofl  fuitablc  to  the  great  ends  of  the  day.  In. 
genera],  we  ought  this  day  to  think  upon  God,  upon 
Qurfelves,  and  upon  eternity.    But,  more  particularly, 

L  Mcditiate  upon  the  goodnefs  of  God  :  Boch  that 
^hich  is  common^  and  manifefted  to  you  in  his  works 
of  creation.and  providence,  and  that  which  is  fpecial  and 
4iftingui{bing»  difcovered  to  you  above  others.     Thae 

this 


1^1^  OfdrnD^uirefu^^. 

tf,i5  1^  a  fwtable  fubjed):  for  the  Sabbathi  igr<;leaf  ^any 
that  rca'J.$..tb^  xci».  pfalm  with  its  title*    , 

-i/T)^ink  upon  his  comnion  goodnefs  to  iiSy,  rej^iP? 
fent^,  In  tljat^^reat  looking  ,glafs  of  the  cceation^  He' 
fc^th .  niadc.  the  world  a  commodious  habitation  ^r  ^s*; 
arqjxcd  ii  oyer  with  the  bcfpangled  heavcn^^  ^nd  wox^^ 
ed  JtjWith  the  folid  earth.  He  hath  fct  up.  great  Ughtt 
in  it  ^or,our  accommodation  :  He  hath  placed  a  tabeitt 
^acle  for  the  fun,  at  a  due  diftance  from  thf  ear^h  m.d' 
t!he  uppcj;  heavens,  to  enlighten  the  ftars  above  and  en- 
liven me'  earth  below.  And,  that  we  might  ndithcr  be 
fiarved  with  cold,  nor  burnt  up  with  heat^  bp  gives  ui 
the  clouds  as  fans  to  fcreeii  us  from  the  fcoirchingheat, 
apd  as  ciftems  to  water  the  parched  ground,:  He  gives 
us  the  wind  to  purify  the  air,  the  fea  to  be  a  pond  b^ 
£(h»  the  valleys  to  be  granaries  for  com,  the  mou)tit^in$ 
to  be  a  txeafure  of  minerals,  the  rivers  to  be  as  Xl^tu  to 
carry  rcfreOiment  to  evtry  part  of  the  earth.  Le?  u* 
adrpirc  both  the  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of  God  difplayed 
in  his  wonderful  works,  Pfal.  civ.  24.  .*' O  JLfftrd,  bow 
xnanifold  are  thy  works !  in  wifdom  ha{^  thou  noade. 
tjiem  ail :  The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches/'  The.  Pfal- 
miit  alfo  faith,  "  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
Godj^'Pfal.  xix.  !•  and  indeed  we  may  look  up  and 
read  it  in  thefe  (hining  capital  letters  of  fun,  moon,  an4 
ftarsi  His  being  is  legible  in  their  exiftence;  hjis  wip 
dom  in  their , fram<  \  hia  pqwer .  in  their  .motion ^  hi^ 
goodnefs  in  their  ufefulncfs,  and  his  faithfulnpfs  in, their 
continuance.  The  bopjc  of  nature,  as  well  as  tl>e  ferip- 
tures,  fhews  much  of  God  to  us.  ".  This  ^jook  (as  onj| 
faith)  confifts  of  three  leaves,  heaveti^  earth,-  and  fea  | 
the  creatures  therein  are  fo  many  letters  vU^Tcby  we 
may  fpell  out  the  attributes  of  God :  Somp  whereof  ar^e 
capital  letters,  and  more  legible  than  others*  Man  is  a[ 
capital  letter  on  earth,  the  fun  in  th^  heavens,  and  the 
whale  in  the  fea.** 

Again,  we  ought  to  meditate  upon  his  goodnefs  rnani* 
feded  in  his  works  of  providence.  He  hath  curioufly 
formed  us  in  the  womb,  and  carefully. watched  over  us 
therein.  He  preferved  us  feveral  months  jn  that  dark 
cell|  withqut  air  or  breath*  ^  He  brought  u^  fafe  out  of 

"•//■■         -'•■'*  it^ 


vjfkm  thi  L9fii^s  Day.  iif^ 

jkfyzni  pi^!»llf  thereafter  provided  two  bottles^'  to'  fuf- 
tain  U8|  and  ever  fince  hath  fuccoured  us  in  diflr''&'»  iref- 
cued  us  from  dan^sfer,  f applied  us  in  wantd;  fc^,  he 
hath  fet  us  at  his  own  table,  and  made  us  Kve  upoti  his 
.coft;  Ads  xvii.  29*  He  hath  given  us  all  the  creatures 
for  our  life  and  fervice.  yea,  the  mod  gloriou*  of  them ; 
^e  angels  are  our  mtniftering  fpirits,  the  lower  KeaVens 
ferve  to  give  us  breath,  the  middle  heavens  to '  give  us 
light  and  heat,  and  the  higheft  heaven^,  afford  us  a 
xiweiling  place.  The  fun  (hincs,  the  fire  bdrns,  the 
Wmd  blows,  and  the  water  flows ;  nay,  all  the  cV^atures 
are  at  work,  both  day  and  night,  and  all  fbr'the  fervic^ 
of  a  poor  worm  of  fix  f6ot  long. 

If  a  friend  ^ivc  us  our  bread  for  a  month  or  two,  we 
think  ourfelves  much  bound  to  him ;  but  how  much 
more  beholden  are  ^c  to  Gad,  who  keeps  an  open  free 
table  for  us  all  the  days  of  the  year,  and  all  the  years  of 
our  life,  and  even  to  us  when  enemies  to  him  ?  Behold, 
thefe  who  have  their  mouths  opened  wide  againfl  God,^ 
he  mercifully  puts  bread  in  their  mouths.  How  great' 
is  God's  goodnefs  to  us !  and,  how  great  is  our  in^itrf. 
tttde  to  him !  I  know  not  which  of  them  we  fiiDu!d 
liioft  wonder  at.  God  gives  iis  peace,  money,  health 
and  wealth;  but«  inlead  of  fervinghira  therewith,  ma- 
lty offer  them  up  in  a  facrtfice  to  the  devil  and  bafe 
luftf,  according  to  Hof.  ii.  8.  God  gives  fome  folk 
ftrengtfa,  nnd  they  wade  it  among  harlots ;  to  others 
sioney,  and  they  wafte  it  in  drunkennefs  and  prodigali* 
tj'f  to  others  power,  and  they  walle  it  in  oppreffion  ; 
to  Others  honour,  and  they  abufe'  it  to  pride  and  vain- 
glory. Many  make  ufe  of  the  mercies  of  God  as  dart$ 
to  fhoot  againd  the  heavens ;  they  pervert  and  mifap- 
p^y  thenir  for  dithbnouring  God,  wounding  Chrtft'i  aiid 
grieving  the  Spirit ;  for  debauching  their  bodies,  damn- 
ing their  fouls,  and  daOiing  both  rabies  of  the  law  In 
pieces  before  God's  face.  And  yet,  even  while  they 
are  doing  fo,  God  is  guarding  them  by  his  providence, 
and  feeding  them  by  his  bounty.  •*  O  that  men  would 
|)raife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderful 
works,*'  to  fuch  undeferving  and  illd^fctvingcrcaturco! 
We  ought  this  day  to  *•  triumph  in  the  works  of  his 

hands,*' 


ft 


is  n&X'tt'if  Aba  art  rtiliidfia  cjftem  ?i«^J>'"*';'-'^-"- 
-iJm^^hii  this  day  Upon  God's  iyW4TW»d^iifc 


*t^s  ii^  fitigiijan  and  bopt  drfs  day  Wl5(/^i^{i^Mi^]^ 
fef  v^';'H?:th  not  God  (idiVefcA 

Wji^ri  'f6Hie  dangerous  accide  nt,  Of  vl(3l<;Vit'  fjdkhfeft',  W^s 
iSif e JftliV^ 'to  break  ihc  fierirfer tvtri^  6f  liff. '^ntf  tb'.Wt 
ydu  f^iVanto  the  grave^^and  into  hcffboA  iV"^^^?/ 
Hat'l^ ^hi'nof  mcrcifulljr  J-erotrererf  ydui  attJ^jK^ei^  y6tk 
furA^XTpsicc  and  place  for  repe^tatic;''    ^J '^^-•^''"'^ 


bou't  lis,  faying  heaps  upoii  licaps  ?  He^hatfl'Jiftircifull^ 
tertioVed  that  dearth  an(3  Tcatdty  WhctewW";^^^ 
aritorfconfuiincdforrfc  yeafsago,  whck  {iii pdifT^wpott^-^ 
edanihe  ftreets,  and  "fainicd  in  the  hlgfuXi^afe^f^r^int^ 
Sf  bread.  God  hath  feiifed  our  Tivesi 't^crtte^i^^^ 
ilatd^frpm  rapine  and  fidfcncc,  andJengtnetfcd'^QUt  bSr* 
peace  ^nd  tranquility,  'when  other  ftatioril  f/aVft  fcj:c^ 
lufned  into  a  fear  of  W  ind  fea'bffedo*-.*'^?;  r.  v      " 

.  .Cptvfider  the  ^cpdncf? of  Gqd  to  n^  i^is jkjy^^iw^ 
ire  hoi  gniong  the  "Jews  or  pagans  dn'tKe^ir'rD^^  fna^t^ 
never  hdaird' tnc  news  df  Chrllt ;  ot  anY6ng*ttfedaAi|1t{t] 
in  helL  who  arc  .^yond  the:  reach  oftftVoffeJ-^d^ 
thM.'%ei  us  alfo'blefs  Go'd,^that  m  liveibijt'iihflet. 
the;  Olid' Teftament  times;  bu t  under  the  N<v^  f  nbrtr^i^' 
<i<f r  that  darker  and ' h^^tftier  dirpetifation  of  IKi^'coveinaiit^] 
by  Mbfes,  whofe  firfl.  OMpclc"  vJ^as  the  **' V4ir¥j\ng*'6t' 
^ater  into  bfopd'j^*;  l)ut" Voider  the  clearer -k'^'if  IWcet^'] 
difpenTati6r\  of  the  Meffiah,  wliofe  firit  miifaiic  '^w'is  tfift*.' 
**  turning  df  water  in!6  *irie,**tlVat  cheaff.  the  Hcirtbf^ 
man.;  ^ndiiath  mcrcifiilly  freed  us/rom  flic li'cavy  yolii* 
of  Lc.vitical  Sacrifices  and^crehfionics,   *,  ,       »  -* 

^;'t^t''U5  a!fo  tliU  dayTtJ\ahkfuiry.  rcmctnbw^^^^^^ 
gO'odhefs  lit  dclivenn|;  .Us^'f^om  the  "yokV^p^j^^nticlinft w*^ 
arl  tjra'iiny,  popery,  'idptaitry,  ^nd  perfecutjoriVjariS.frc^^ 
qaehtly'blafting  the  'hcllilt. plots  ahd'contiiyancfs-.pf' 

'  *  "  bur 


i^n  the  jLtJCs  JiMjfi  |£i 

burisna9MJ|4|i;a^nft  the  p^offtel  and  ProUftaiU.i«ligi(ui|, 
and  prefervinff  m  from  being  inTadcd  in  our  coi^tejices^ 
ot  ^ut  ^9  if 9^.  tiltc  weli^  o,f  falvation,  4nd  liarrfd  ttpoi 
ths  fprio^Qttorcnnances^  and  having  bur  tca^Ws^ur-- 
dei^edfOr^  a;;ir(»n  into  comers.  JLet  us  ble{VQod|  ihu  we 
iixff  l^p^^cetble  enjoyment  pf -pure  drdj^afices  ^nder 
i^ pfioteSion  pf  proteftant  magiilrates,  andar^e aUp^ed 
t^Xenre  jOrq^  acoprding  to  our  confcienceSftQ  read  the 
bibjie  U  oiMr  own  tpnguc»  and  examine  the  doctrines  del)-, 
fcre(|,to  1^  by,^hi»  ni^e ;  and  that  we  are  not  under  tlJs 
ty^ni^y  9t  hlpody  papifts,  forced  td  hide  or  burn  our  bi^ 
blel,  tC|t>ow  to  ftockf  and  (tones;  .or  otherwife^in  hazVi^d 
ourfeives  fobe  burnt  in  fireSt  or  baniflied  oiir  native  Und^ 
^^et  MK  h||C&  God  that  we  live  in  a  land  of  lights  /^  a 
VaBey  of  vi^ofif**  while  othcri  about  us  **  fit  in  dairknefs^ 
aa4.  \^  ihe  region  of  the  fliadpw  of  death  '^^  and  that  he 
attfinirt  us  fticJi  rich  gofpel  fea(is)  while  others  are  vifi* 
ted  with  c^annefs  of  teeth)  ^aci  a  famine  of  the  word  of 
Gc^t  Tijiat  ey^ry  Sabbath-day  there  is  a  free  naarket 
<>t|pr|ic^, publicly  proclaimed  in  our  ears,  wbtlft  otherf^ 
cnjby  u)c^  SaJsibaths  i  yea,  though  we  have  flighted  hii^' 
£pq/nef43,,  aiid  lothed  the  manna  and  honey-comb^  his 
gpo^fic^:]^  renewed  and  continued  with  us.  *\  What 
ihaii  we  render  nnto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  to-j 

..ll>  AaotKer  fubje£l;.of  meditation  upon  the  LordV  . 
i^I')«>tPis  TV^rkof  man's  redemption  this  day  cpmpletq4 
t«  Wt#'«  tisfurreaion. 

^,^is|s  a  fubje£lE  the  angeis  ^^^  '^^l'  FY^.^^  '"^^»  ^^^ 
Xi||^  not  3^e .  much  more^  who  are  the  perfoos  imme- 
dWttely  ^ipncef ocd  ?  Chrift  never  teftified.fucli  lo^  to 
thpn^y  he.ftjeVet  /orgave  them  6ne  fin,  he  never  ihed  oh^ 
;drop  of  fal0od  fot  them;  an<i  (hall ifpjt  we»  for  whom 
he  poured  otititr^ams  of  blood,  and  to  whom  He  hath 
forgiven  (;en  thpufand  talented  be  employed  in  prying 
into  this  my(l<^y  ?  , 

.1.  Meditate  upon  the  fpring  of  this  worK,  GodVinfi-" 

tiite  ftee  Iqvei  that  moved  him  to  pity  loft  mankind, 

'aQ({  contrive  aiwiky  to  redeem  him  j  when,  in  the  jnean 

tinie,  he  pa(t;4  by  ^  world  of  fallen  angels,  who  were 

ine  eider  brothers  by  creation,  had  a  mor^;  natural  cmm 

'yot'/ivr' ■•  '  '  '    tf  u* 


ilSi  Oftht  tkihet  feqlt^ 

to  the  ihliefJtahce,  and  migfit  haVe  hetfi'^x^mbUPUi^ 
viccablc  t6  tli^lF  mater  than  ^:  ffct,  bcSbW,  tlkdit;  * 
not  mie  vt'ohf  ^f  thdi*  f6»t^mptfcn,  Tib  faci4fice  {M[*>f  Wed 
fcr  them;  there  is  rtot  drte  devil  fpatcd,  ^Ot'dne  of  M 
the  thoufands  of  falleh  angcte  t^etcnrffed  •,  'O^NtpteftfUe- 
\j  took  vengeance  on  th^ftt  rfl :  Bctt'Oi<6#'  »«  Ilk 
bowcU  yearn,  his  heart  J>ity  and  his  eye  fp**e  fitidr  fliw 
!en  man  in  his  miferiWe  cbtidition  t  lacked  Ke  dfbVfr 
Adam  oyt  of  pratdife,  but  it  was  4  wondief  IW  ^Af^ 
him  rot  prefentVy  out  6t  the  Mrorld  ihtd  Rtff,  ^Wi^  he. 
had  a  JiEtlc  before  plunged  far  mott  ttictfMll  tt^AiXftt 
than  Adim  was.  Chrift  ttook  riot  6il  him  VM^'ft^HH^c 
of  angeU,  bat  he  'i^as  content  to  clothe  himfelf  <uKtfc 
the  rags  of  human  flcfh;  that  he  might  b^cdhic  buf  Sli.> 
viour.     O  elorious  incomprehehObfJldVcf 


'  ^ngeis,  to  find  out  a  method  ho^  to  f*ti§f^  ^ 
jufticc,  and  fecuie  man's  happinefs  both- it  Onoi,  ho^ 
^0  faye  tlhe  Hfe  of  the  !iw*brcaker,  antf  yit' maS«t<ffiaiiB 
honbiifjOf  the  Law  ttiA^tii  But  heife*^  a  iriy  td'^d  bO«», 
htiCi  i  device  for  rcpanitting  juflSce  ittd  ttkttf^\  i^li 
fatisfylti^  both  their  demands.  Slnt  is  fdNifay  ^uAiffie?, 
asjtilK^e'ircquircd;  ahd  yettlie  fiakier  Is*  ^db^|-«t 
as  mercy  pleaded.  It  would  never  have  etitei*fe<l"^ 
tliou^hi^s  of  ahgbfi,  that  God  woiild  ftjlVa^  |Mifft«*  ll4th 
hU^on  a'iid  their  tdirtf/^tb  die  a  curfe*d<eith  lift^Vife 
worms  5  it  would  have  been  Wafphemy  ftMr  i^  €6^^^^^ 
tjioiieht  or  (pokeci  it:  Though  falli^h  rti4nhhM^if*»iic 
had  thfe  liberty  to  chiife  ^hy\vjiy  of  rWlttttpt?l<!«i  A^|>lfeh 
ftcf,  he'could  never  hiv^  propofed  thisi  IndttJd?  l*itt 
he  had  been  periffiiW^i  he  might  have  cti^i'  €^  Soil  'bf 
God  have  mefey  oti  >di  j  'but  whto  w6uM'hlitc*fa?rf,^  © 
Son  of  God>  c6me  liiake  thyfetf  a  Ai^rt,  <f6rfi^<[i6"a?€lH'- 
fed  icdiK^  come  fuflcr  hell's  pains  for  me  ?*  Thi*'  ilbW^ 
device  ^icd  oply  in  the  brcaft  of  the  eteWdly  %»fe 
God,  for,  had  he  vvSitcd  ^W  men  of' itt^feli  had  def U 
fed  a  way  for  our  redempri6n,  v^  hid  tM*6ii  M(€t^ 
able  toajl  eternity,  tiut!  vthat  do  I  fjyc^k!  ihb^oti. 
ders  of  ihan*8  redemption  cim  nevfcr  wf^told  r  Here^  a 
laVge  fubjeft  for  meditatiot^  ahd  admirali^i  th^eadi 

never 


\ 


^  y^V^  ibe  Lor^'s^Dajf.  1/13 

38r<ff;;fr*i«i;llft»M  tjr  mc)a  or  angels  to  all  ctcrpity. 
'  $^  thK^rprl^  w  ;he  ddigbt  9T  our  iQulf.  cf^ccially  on 
j|)i;,)!^raV4»jr«  0.  bcfiwcra^  tljink  much,  this  clay  up. 
.^  \\\€,  Jcy^,<^t  your  Kedeqrpcr»  remcitibcr  wKat  he  hatJi 
4ftnpi^%«f«fferc4  fpr  you  ^  .cojifiier  how  mjicjfi  fij.liath 
4pprei^jfn4/qrgivcn  to  you  ;  vifw  what  he  nath  IfiJ  o'ff 
4j^.}s^4  .4^  ^for  you;  think  wh^t  he  )iat1i , per|prmed 
^^f^ifgxqfpo^^  p^  jqu  \  ^d,  fo  you.  w!ll  not  want  ^matter 

1 1fti'Anwict  Tubject  of  oa^ditation  on  ih?  V9JM  ^  d«»y 
is.fUir.l^^^.^ad  h^e  we  may  take  a  view  0^  'man'3 
|f^{Ql4#4tip*  I*  Whfit  lie  once  was  in  a  ftate  of  10- 
4llpf;cxHjr^  .  3«  .Wi^at  }^e  now  is  m  a  ftatc  of  nature. 
3f ,  W}]ik  jU^may  be  in  a.  ftate  of  grace,  4. .  What  he 
Ih^Il  be  in  a  i^e  of  |lory«  \ 

'  ^jj^ifip^ffe  retire  thi&  day  and  think  on  your  inifery.  ' 
ll.tbM^^  IfCtiii  ^  ftate  of  jriature,  thou  su-t  without 
.(Si9<taii4  w^tboi^t  whrilt  in  the  world,  thou  fle^^eft  and 
ji[^^^^jip  .daT\gfr  of  hell  \  thou  Heft  ftill  under  ^he 
^»y::l^j<5>f  ttOfiardooc^  guiU,.. there  U  POt  one  of 
^i^^t  niiiD^qplpiii  naSli^ns.  of  ^your  fin^  forgiven,^  pn^ 
Imy.^r^fa^a^^ki^  t)ian  ten  thouUnd  mil  (tones  hung  2^-- 
^^im^^^^f  ^^^  «^^'?  ^^^  ^f  ^^^  h?^!^  ^^^,  'car- 
^^j^^ik^ffi  tbe  law  haogmg  a^  theqi  \  and  iin  th^"  mean 
.-^|if>4brtHJi«^t?«^^^  rery  brjnk  of  the  fiery  ^furnace?, 
,'Ufc^  j|,p^\(le<jping  00  the  tqjp  of  the  xnaft  in  time  of  a 
^9r«HS  #wp«f  is  tutonc  ftept.DctWiXt  thqe  and  eternal 
^f f(tk^  J^WHW  |>Mt  ajrotteij  thread  of  Ufp  keeps  thee 
«j&^|n;/j^fy|ipiflg  into  everiafting  burniogfi|.  'ITioiiknQM/:. 
.fft.pi^^lifjb^n  thou  fifeft  )n  fhc  morniqg,  but  ere  nig;ht 
*^feW  J|ttWft  >nakq  thy  beifl.  hell  1  and  wJi<?n  thou  lieft 
do]l!^t|iipU;i6;ipff^flpt  I^IlH^^  in  the 

dh^^W^  'S^ltw  PW  in  the;  jvoxld,  nay  all  the  angels  i(i 
„bP|Lvex|,rCawot  ^iTuxe  thee  p£  the  contrary.  Q  what  a 
.,4riftfui,CTndit^9n  is  this,  ^to  be  always  m  a  Jlate  of 
-^wnijwij^t.noj;  (utc  to  be/ojiie  hpur.  out  of /belt!  A 
iriioii^  Ri^dit;^iox;i,  uppn  yput.  f^atijral  rtate,  O  fuiner, 
-isight  eaiiufc  your  bf art  o|l|;pDi  to  tremble. 

^.#^li^^a^;>^^  ^y  happmeii  while  thou  art  op  this 
.ftd^pf ji^ll ?,Kq  forcJy,  iof  .ybjur  beft  worldly  com- 
fpaftft  4Hi4.1i9JQjni^At5  arp  apcuyfpd  to  you  ;  "  ^'hou  art 
...  *       XS  i      '  cutfed   . 


O^^iidn  ifae)Citf^iwfdi(in  the  fkU,  !ai^retbiprt}iy;Uaf^ 
l^^i^4hi^ikot^i  Glided -tn  «thc  fink  efitlif  ^fciy^.  and^ 
Jn  t^f^"rfr|iijb^4rf  tbf  iCTOund^'N  IXwit  JEXYtHi  fi  jyov  Nay >»oW 
yingr.hil^f, bread  ihoii  eatcft*.  the  .cwfc  •&  JBdiv;gi>of 
dp3i^ni«¥itb  t^  AUvyoimblefiinge  turn  jHlcbcrai)fe<^  asid^ 
TOiidrin^«fitici|{inA0  |ud|^i3H»}  ^*  ycmr  taUc  taafnaiiete 
^i(die  wiird.U^thefHFlDttfi  of  death,"  ai»l  thojlfaciw 
oimti»ari^c^6fQfcond«ii»iationtoy(>tt.  J^eikftrafiEnqft 

the  more  gutft  upon  your  head^  and  treafutfcfup*^dl9 
|if)fW^«9Tlit&againft  you.  •  Bctftoi  you'/ha«l  fTodfliedc' in 
lAf^CjKfibati  €^tl^^c^.llO  live  in'a  ^Sbriftlds/fi^tei;-' idq 
the-:k>i}g!^  you  live,-  ftiH. the  moie  tnifiexable^  ^du  i&i»? 
R«h^v«|jyi  «i55y,  ey«i(y  niglfitj  -cveVy  boiir^ypniftyeViTpoi 
h«ljti^d^fcrtiace'hottdrv'by  your  new  ai^iQittirV^iiafc 
ir«ii^fc»aij«even  the  ^r^;bt4  <^  them^v  vsD  «  tbi»ia 
HattDtoJ^CQUtih^ed  in^  XSanft  tbou  iyidp^rrv  edihlbBii& 
edl^'lodficfi^  ^n<»ther  9%fat  ki  .this  CQnditif>Q^^;^G^£or^ 
*bid  that  thou  live  and  die  in  this  (late  i  for|>-ii^,thaMP 
^Cifty  ti^  iftHfc  ri£$  in  f%b^  i  lanne  ^  ^cof)dilioll^fat  l!th¥  laft 
jdt^ :  rf^s^lte  1  f^jUr :  fttte  vthe  A  ,wili  ^e  ir^brel  idiickiful  ithoo 
fftfis,  ^Nf^lheti'tbou-iviUifeetibQyetheiiiitbe  jtf^ 
i9|[,,bQti«atb!dieebeil!g»pingi  witbin>thee»t)to&idn€c 
CBiivii^iLwfi^DUt  tbci&'the  w^vld'burtuilg)V'Oft{thk>rIgfat 
MnQjiyowr  69s;a9cufin^,sQn  tbeieft  SitQd^*idi^  denb 
teKr\(ySf»g«  fthle^  goo(^  .«n^  beeping:  fiBCiorx^lslh  off  he^ 
bn«d«ndi  tbc{«!fU))i^g(^1)0li^ 
j^t.iSi^^ltftf  (bui>  ^iHyilMnii^  to.tfitnk  inl  AmbftsAjoA 
Itllfpi^ heart %eginf(<ai4iielt^  yctiii^  eyqt'>l»rq»r»p,eaiiH 
^f»o«igiM^io>4i3rr.:M)k  1rb0ti^^jl<dbla>)h9iRmb^^. 
ihalb  IrkntmvhfixtiitiXjindfCktA  :\JJiM  be:q(QtNKiLia 
]iftMl  1  i^xm\i  ^«ertgurdlP|ifiidd  iviwridaioi^ 
itrMrHlfb^lt^iiiblet^deQltl^i^  t;tribdtfal,lmdiiiflrbemie.i 
bie)  fepi^d  iahlmk'^  -^  Itliif  not  ^^ith^yibiiNr  wikUh  ^*fpcnd 
IboieMme  «p6l»  tbie  (ofdr^rnKferonig  fmbjcA  h  Hatbadt 
CW  g*««»^  fo^;reMietorfcrlkil  verfr  olid#  ;luiii^^^K  70U 
tiMfixDrcife  k'?  c^n  t^uribiok  lo  be  (atied.otberwitie? 
iPo  yoo  ^feil.thalf'C«ed  ^Uirarryr  you  t&^HbirenlMre 
4<iftoile^0t >favi^.y<^^!Aritboiit;Cto  agftiiift.«fa^.iiNA>(  Do^ 
^  wotjAiiiud  vybyr-.fcoiitetridbfecvc  tb>^b&(iemeihbKd 
,lh^<1vhc>!teYdaiy>'C»^  irtiakMveek  -or.  yeiar ^tbrougbout^ 
Aff  •  '  '     '  and 


yMt^wttl%2te  oifenc  of  ytm/ro^*ti  «irtfc  fof ^^tt,  "I  MTaeetf 

«rr«toff)>#nd  ftist  pan  of  thr6(it^t&  ^ihiwliiiij^tff^^ 
7oiir)f(Hil»  Ihtc,'  than  iit-thi»ifcirt^'  tiponf  iJw  ^bfltff 

(ivpi  wrii  ^AfJ  flio«ki  'worldif  things^  iimtido  '%pm 

nr  ali^aihbx^: taffbiT  >Vour ha^pinefd;*  if  you-  b*!^  ilwi'ftam 
of^j^rsreti'^mlih'CHrift;  you  »fe  ^liviafc^  fVb«v  liftV 
gsUt^^rri'ibftfii^s  fettR^rti  frortithc  \%^^fi  dit^feir  'from 
desrtHSvftiajJr^  ana  helFs  ttrrty^*  ThcwhaA  irO^'p^w* 
^Idar'Gpdi;  Jttftioc-^kfdf  is  rty>ffi€ftdf  aJlTtthy^  fen^Sryi 
mditi  ave^rWeerned  bj^  C3irill%krvev  ati^YOai^iiffllliil^iMI 
dsaifiocV^  byi  hii  blood.  God  himfetf-'to  ytri]f>«'a^i 
yaiftr'Salh6r,'your  Frietid»  yotrr  Portion';  yei^^UlPthfatgt 
•rBriyokin^;?'-*^     '*'^'-'        '«•-.-  h    .  r.;.- tKfi. '-■»; 

^It^IVFiMDeatb^iS'ii'propinr  Ab^  to  b^  miidltM^Jli  w^oft 
Da  fhs*Bidibkh'day  rtotv'  itf 'fhe  *xMi.-P&lat:r4^'he4|)iii 
diwcilev^nj  oftheS^bfldh  ire'  deferibed^  Gi$d  .<si)t» 
«n(d^,osnte8!tuftoeon(fdef  «Hir  lattor  end*'-  ^Fii^,  4w 
]Bti([^o^thcn'WQfkersL«f  tifVqiilty^'virhib,  thoii];h*the(f  fp«iti)| 
^^grfabj  quiflflottrHb  foraii»ifon,  (hftit  yet*  irt  tbtt 

Jbp|lbld«ft  far  it  wtiile^  fetri«ii<ifae  eit^fi  ibaH'  be'dtdced; 
9iBd8(9«^niicip9b  «mk  <lF'rfftin)aef&  ifhls'diijv/ii^  be 
^ddam^cde^MbMliiy^j  «Mkid  ^i^envhrafitert.^  dearth; 
iacobiidia%sb  jfalkl;  di7y.)8^^r3onth«f»' kiv  «0llr  ^wt 
e'vjty)aoibbach«  w  kbrfio^ihwiMtftboght^  (tf  id^li. '  Tbifft 

bnrvf tfT^Hli (be  Mr^afthi^  tdfiy  W  ci'Hed  tondifei^  brfoii 
I^ci called  teifteiir  afiotherxfdM  ^^  Chftft:^  H«re  I 
fittett  the  ^pei  fotsmi^nt'  Ail  >lSsbb«th, '  t^  com;:  and 
embfittf^rCh^iftj  »r  to  furiend^r  iwy  'be^kit  •to<^himf 
fWihatif  Ifget  yfttintifumsf  try '^dNssith  t6 '^oi^ifo  «!«)($  ap- 
'fseaii  bcBbfc^xfan  before  die  neiet<^ibbjitK?'thU  I' <4it- 
hioefitw>r)De]dhris  a  bold  mcfefigcT^  he  edftnor  be  de- 
f«?cc4{f  ^^whenbe  comes  and  t»tec«  a  ma»  bythf^thsoat, 

tke 


yM  phtHttt^  ftoufDft,  91^  ftroAffcft  in  l^^w5ri«l;)  miift 
g0»  ^whether  vrillifig  or  ^lt¥»ii}f0ff,  all  ii  loiie^r^TlitTc 
^ie^kWdrif  in  tht  mwli^  at  th<r  chfitdi,  'm<)mAtk  tim 
fiaHathl  U'iio  mUht  ^  » <toath*be4^  ot  in  JBUmifrt^ 
^t  V  f^d^^hy  maf  tibt  I  be  one  of  Amm  I  ■:' 
^^"^hinkitriib^fUp^nyQm  hmt  eftd^>  Tiiiok  ivviat 
iitHl4>^'^r  <iafe  in  a  fattifig  hour,  wket«  ^Nw^iariUtake 
1f^!p]|ft^'I(^       whcdiftriin  Abrahani'a  b«ftifn^jor:.iii 
the'^l^iiVamd?  ^^  Oik4)IiI  wUlbe^ythoi;^bt8^wiB«9 
f '^tW  ttitiii)^  fny  laft  ]oi>k  of  b«iftandy.>ii>'rfV^;cl^Rm» 
iitldWahftiafn^?  Whar^iU  be  my  coi^iali^  wtoi  the 
vttfld'^tlsi  iH^A'  fii^c)^ 4ir&  tvipq^ng  al^out  my  (NMly 
wi^ha^^  jenfea  are  Ming  their  officc>  Hiy!  haartf  and 
^yi^1hin|[l  4r«  hH9km^»*  9n6  z)\  turning  dimr^ii^xiitrk 
ii&tvi:^^imf^Oi  what  if  my  lleepysccuiibitnt:e»a1i«al^ 
ttHBUfi  «!id  m/f  ol^  buried  fina  fevive^nd  fail  on  sio^to 
tear  roe  4a  ^ce«  ?*'    O  wiiat  u/ill  Cbriftlcia*  fionciEs  dp 
iit^^X  ho^Tf  ynhen  there  if  but  one  Cngk  ifteptet^ruit 
Miel«f<departidg  fouls  and  the  ftate  <^  devils  ^lO.itia 
ftfeitfal^'td  i£^  in  yout  6«^  aiiti^threaeeiifd>  Jphai»irf. 
iiVf^/^^'H  ye  beiieve  net  that  I  am  he^  ye  *Qi^  die.  io^ 
y^fiVtifity^  ' '  O  better*  die  in  a  dutigf  oni  ^amoag^tocida 
^d  leiipes^S'y  than  die  in  .youi  60s i  fo»4be£r>  Bt^iSni^ 
^peHfis thsll  itetev  leave  ftbiging,  and  wili  &ftea fiDrugo«i 
^ti  af  ilever  to  fart' wi{h>  thee  again  ^  tt)ey.wiU:|^t6 
kti^  gfavc  ^with  thee«  ai  tky  corapanionsy  tGi&a::tribUa3l 
^itV^%hee^a»  thy  accufe«Sy  ^nd  to  hell  witfa,c]teejaa;tb]r 
t^rmeiileM.     O  it  u  Pot^\h}c  to  die  put  of :  Chdft^  ^sfaNl 
without^ghft  of  at^  i^ta^eib  in  bim  $  to  fnake^^ileap Ja 
i^^  dWipk^^oter  a  bottoinliBftignlf^  naf^  Impisirin^uwhere 
^dtir  feet  niay  Kght  v^ov^to  Uiinch.int0  4he^|^efltocean 
-^f  hi^nl/tyt*  without  dgbtof  -a  laoding'  place  :6no  yoor 
Tq^h;  O  fcMr«  'vi^ill  4b^ poor i^il  ihrihk  b^o^ iotot^ 
\Mifini^h^xi{t;^»hf^n^it  begina  toawak^ooa^ift 
dteai^vaVMl  lobk  Otttitkd^Modier  wotlif  (ayitig*|'  *^  How 
1^11  l^ntore  forth,  i^beire  I  fct  nothing  bnt  darknc& 
^i}dA6rtor,or  a  flamitt^fword  ready  t6  meet  me  2[-  . ' 
'^l%itik  upot^thecon^nal  hazard  yaa^aneia  of  6Auk^ 
itd'atroWs  are-  flying  thick  about  youf, :j»Ki'maxi]p.are 
filling  flaki  on  e'kry  4iand^  you  ^  and'GcMtiknav&btit 


ttrcmi^iBbdtrt  4M7  hit  fys%:  And  .wKa^tf  .^«(^  m^ 
ptt^ifedy'fRid  htlXfoWow  the  pale  b<itfe  I  ,  :>  , 
/-TMJik'^jafi  thfefottilh  ftupidity  pf  matfr*  ^h<>?tWi;fi 
ttiey  Ihmd  tottering  day  »nd  »t^^u(Mni  tKe  br/4]<f  ^h 
of  the  graito  and  hcU,  yet  ctn  Iptnd.  whble  iiir(Ciek$itf<» 
itt^Mv  #ithoot  a  ibriott^  thought  of  ^tKrw%?i,  lYea, 
ifttii^  trotife  of  itYourmngv  nfti  lO  the  fight  of  fh^  ^^(t» 
tfaejr c^ii'tliHlky  tftHc^  left  and  fntigh,  and  ii«v&r f^vo^ou^e 
gMfMe  thdoghtor  wotti  about  thdi  latter  e^dv  FaoililH 
fisfifctsr  are  tightt^  compared  td^  a  company  j^.  Wii04 
sfleh  dahcii^  about  the  mouth  of  a  v^y  dc0p  ^iff  wbic^ 
th^  donmt  per^rci  nor  hear  At  groaA9  of  tt>^f<|.-who^ 
fiat  tfrith^  bottom  6f  It :  No^  ai)d  then  one  f^pis  \% 
kuil(tiUlhrrt((  concidue  thedance%  ThU  day  j^  fvtf^arqr 
die9^  sabil.  ttonblea  tntd  hdl  \  the  next  a  droni^irdi.  th^ 
wtxtm  whdtemomger :.  But  ftiil  dueir  companior^  y^S^ 
gb  an  in  th^H^  tti&d  cateer,  dU  the^  drop  in  too*,  m  1  .; 
/  I'hmk  viiat  a  featfu)  fueprUe  c^ath  it  to  matiy<;.<ar4^ 
ithiBantH;  it  U^tanpon  them  liioe  a  fakon  Kim<4f( 
ilfv  ait )'  they  atiift  fltt^  and  they  we^e  not  think^  iQA 
ii)  'they  have  their  Mgtng  to-ftek)  and  tikf  know  i{iot 
lirbere^f  Oit  is  fad  co^  be  tiirntd  out  of  the  day  ta^b<a&i 
mtic,  andrMhe  put  to.knock,  and  ery,  ^^Lodgii^i^  j<^- 
ingfof^ G«£a &k« ;**  and  yet  get  na other  anfwer ,^iit a 
I^K>^m'dri>^  Dtepart  from  me»  I  kn^w  yon  not  17  Wlia|: 
laiiAi4iattt)We  to  f9Vfy  ^^  Lord,  Let  nf  not  ih^v^  oat 
^|ri(»rkto'db,  Miheit  oar  day  lactone  1  ourii(f«apoaa]^f(;ak 
^wJRir  <tiia4nerny  b  at  the  gates  i  our  oil  to  biuiy»  whf^ 
aheimdieiiiendad^  andthrbri(}^gtc^en^0D^  \^ 
^T^Tfatf^.idfo  upon  the  happitteA  0i  a  dying  liMdieKor, 
>tij|flr  COS  gp>  forth  Half  waf  and  meet  deaths  and  bid,^ 
srelcomrpata;  ft'Ktid*  Death.encki  his  forr.ow»  and  Ih^ 
^l^his  ioyk  \U  U  an  outieti:  to  mtfery,  ajad  afi  inU|;.tp 
liii^itteiai^  U  freea  him  of  hiagteateft  grievaiKom.  thjE: 
mMd,  thatk  (ia«\  At  (m  was  the  vomb.  tha^  bronght 
fetth  disath^  {e>  death  is  the  toAdb  that  burtca,$bis  thm 
Gfid  isirhiajwifdomy  caoTes  ^he  dat^ghter  to  dtft^?yi.i;Iif 
mother^:  and^  hene^  it  i9|  that.deam  h  pul  'm  th&t  be- 
littvefB  inveiiaDry  of  goecfii)  ft  Cor.'iii«;  2a«  **  ^i?f i^tt^  jis 
aJKira.** ,  ttjg' their  F^tbet >  feryant  fcut  to  oarrj^  tjucm 
;lKlme  to  !hcir  Father's  houfe  )  a  palace  all  befpingled 

with 
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W4th  Itg&ty  where  they  <hall  %h  no  morCi  and^  whick 
IS  infinitely  better,  where  they  (hall  fin  np  more  for 
ever*  They  (hall  be  troubled  no  more  with  an  ill  heart, 
tior  a  templing  devil ;  they  (hall  complain  no  more  of 
darknefs,  and  diftance  from  God ;  but  (hall  fpend  a 
whole  eternity  in  praifes,  doxologies,  liofannaa,  and 
hallelujahs  to  God  and  the  Lamb.  Think  on  the  blels^ 
ed  change,  O  tetiever,  that  death  will  make  in  thy  cir*. 
cumftances  ere  long.  It  will  tranfport  thee  from  a  cot- 
tage to  a  palace^  from  a  wiidefnjefs  to  Canaan^.from  a 
ftormy  fea  to  a  fafe  (hore^  from^  a  vile  dunghill  to  a 
'  glorious  city,  a  city  whofe  walls  and  foundations  are  of 
precious  (tones,  its  (Ireets  of  gold,  and  its  gates  of  pearl  \ 
whofe  light  is  the  Lamb,  and  whoie  temple  is  God. 
Haft  thbu  not  caufe  then  to  love  the.  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift^ 
who  has  provided  this  city  for  thee,  and  fotind  out  a 
way  to  it ;  who  by  his  death  has  uhftinged  death,  and 
by  his  blood  has  paved  a  way  through  its.  dark  vstlley 
for  thee  to  walk  in,  and  fear  no  ill  ?  0  believer^  feac 
not  though  the  trance  be  fomewhat  dark^.the  pailage  it 
faff,  and  the  end  is  light  s  the  day  is  (horc  betwixt  thee 
and  home,  *tis  but  wink  and  fee  God^      ,  . 

Lqftlp  Think  often  how  holiiy  and  fpiritually  you^ 
will  wi(h  you  had  fpcnt  this  day,f  when  you  comtc  tp  a. 
deattbed,  and  death  and  eternity  begin  ^to  (tare  yoii, 
dofeiy  1n  the  face.      You  will  then  begin  to  wi(h,  O , 
that  I  had  fpent  more  of  my  time,,  and  efpeciatly  of  th<| 
Lord^s  day,  in  meditation  and  prayer  J  O  if  God  wouldl 
try  me  again,  how  ferious  and  diligent  would  I  be !; 
Confider,  on  the  other  hand,  what  a  pleafant  death-bed 
the  righteous  will  have,  who  hav^t  fpent  the  Sabbath 
reiigioufly  !  what  fatisfaftion  they  will  have  in;  the  fc- 
view  thereof !  and  what  comfort  iii  the  pro(pe£i  of  zd 
cvcrlafting  Sabbath  above,  to  which  they  are  haftening  I 
They  will  be  rejoicing  when  others  about  them  are 
weeping ;  they  will  be  fmiling  when  their  cyc-ftringa 
are  breaking,  and  iilward  (Irength  failing.      They  will 
be  longing  to  be  with  Ghrift,  which  is  beft  of  all.^    1% 
^as  a  choice  faying  of  on^  near  death.  "  My  hiead  is  ia„ 
heaven,  my  heart  is  in  heaven,  it  is  but  one  ftep  morc^' 
and  I  Hiall  be  all  in  heaven."     And  muft  nomho  latter 
-  end 


^fe&8h>f ^h^t  fewsOjk  ami  fieafatit  ("^^0^^ 
'4^  -iHriih  BM^a^f  inratAd  wi(h  to  die  their  Hevtn,  hpW- 
pftfUA^iSkf  Kfo  their  Ijfe ;  ihafiy,  like  that  jrouifg  ma^; 
1#iMy'ftMif6iii(  l»oGr  cattip^tii<m  Rafter  they  faaxl  yiiitcd 
fnkf  .ibiitodfeonbis^^d^^  arid  fi^ilkr  |uy«tr  Ichoer-- 

ftPiy^Wtm  triaih|>hkif^  wkt  ^pptozchitig  dtitifi  '^  Q 
iMJi'rfiiEij^rliv^Vkh  th^,  and  die  iiHdi  AmbcbfQ^ 
Skrt l^kvaijfi  to  thifiilCtd  <tine  with  fata^Ti  and  luifts  ift 
ti%  Sl^rfd;  stnd  kttftxafteir  lb  (Up  iKdth  Abraha^,  tiaal; 
ittf  Jkcob  th'  tte  kimgdotii  6(  hcaveti ;  •*  for  trfi^f foieYttr 
I  Aratf'fewiah,  ibat  ihaU  tie  ilfd  rt^/*  Gal.  vj,  ^, 
^^  Vr  Aii^rhef  fiiWca  W  midltationon  the  Saiihatli.4aj?; 
i^  iSi^f&itfti  ^^laftiMg  Ifeft  ar]4  emf^byment  iti  h^yeii. 
x'^la  ai«  i^Med  thfe  day  lolisive  frcquWt  tWikhi^  rf 
tii'iitM  ttife^  S^bbradi,  il  ah  crhWefia  thereof)  anif  j%r^ 
«»lcetjr'uir.ii^  ftiltttf  of  it.^  jl^ijtc  ca^  thcni  OJ^feq^ip 
io^end  every  Sabbath  in  tlie  view  c£  heaven* r*fli<44ii^ 
ii*^S^teit|  wiCXvcr*  fe^a'^yoitt  laftj  ai;Md.c^Aaire 
mk^i^fiii;%tif[  tUi  Ui^vtfi  you  may  be  in  hwvgft 

#^a/tp4'$if^<9^  ^0^  i^fipve,  #be»eyw;^i  ft<^ 
t|(^^^«&S^^Vdii  #oi^  f  lijoy  Imtxiediite  oomttii^ 

didii  #M  Hm^*     O  d^  4iS€ttai;G  betwiiKt  tbit  iilrojcfliia 
WMtii  ^fi^itihitttt  ia  gteat  i;  Thert  k  n^  we«tiqe» 
i|m''(6;bet|oUlSi|(g  Gfod^  tid  wairidtmigB  nor  e,3f;^iii$onii 
w4fe«'lwih  fi^^    &>d,  Wo  lJlclmi^t^ns  there  to  tf^oufis 
lieft  orlieejp  iH  V6r{hi|s  no  dull  ^tlo^.concepjdMilis  0^^ 
GoUy  4u>  iMdfiefs  of  hean  or ^i^ame! ;-  their  b^rt>d  art 
ik^r^t  dF  tun^  their  heam  ^.  lai^^ays,  afi^  a^d  fit 
fof  itiig  high  ptaif<j«  of  Go^;     iThere  U  not^tte  lOvW^t 
tliiti  Aahf  Gld*]^  t€|  Go4 in  tl}c  bi^heft^"  «verf  f^|E 
fii^ft  Kis  tiallekjatis  on  the  bi^hcft  tf:y*.  lind  aB  ot  i^eitl: 
}ciih  harmonioully  in  the  ^^k\f.  praifing.  Oodi^^^ 
'  o^e  heart  and  (ouL     Ate  c9ngi;eg^atidoaL  imisjnblWi  ^.. 
fatnts  fo  pitar^nt  on  earthj  cfpfi^pi^lijr  whert  *ihey  j(^|^^^ 
ard  mclGaioli^fly  Ting  God's  praJ0i    d  what  J&^j^l-^'il  J^ 
ihen^  whea  they  all  meet  aboy^|ft ^th^,g]rea[t^*'  ^p^ 
iffombly  ot"  the  church  of  the -firJil'bpirn/Vjtogfet^^    ^f^- 
iM  '*  inninnfirftble  company  orang«ls>"  ^nd  thJire  witJi 
fW.  IV,  X  Otti 


i^o  Of  tU  Dutiks  requHite  ^ 

one  lieart  alid  voice  fing  God's  praifiw  ?  Haw  ranflitng 
will  it  be,  to  hear  that  eternal  tnufic  of  the  brides- 
chamber,  thj^t  fweet  ipelody  of  the  church  triumphant, 
where  there  is  no  jarrinp  ftring»  no  di^P^^^^i^g  fouod^ 
no  difcord  between  heart  and  tongue,  no  willows  there, 
to  harjg  their  harps  upon,  no  bad  news  to  be  heard,  no 
fed  fight  to  be  feen,  no  evil  to  be  felt  or  feared  to  all 
eternity*  Poor  difcouraged  believers,  are  ye  now  trou- 
bled with  ill  hearts  and  vain  thought^  ?  ArQ  ye^lftgned 
with  walndering  and  wearying  hearts  in  duty  ?  Thefe 
complaints  ere  long  (hall  be  taken  cut  of  ;)^ur  moiuths  ; 
read.Eph.  v.  27.  the  church  above  '*  hath  neither  fpot 
nor  wrinkle."  Once  the  glorified  faints  fa^cs.wcrt  as 
black  and  wrinl^led  as  yours,  but  now  they  have  none  x 
Once  their  hearts  ware  as  bad  as  yourS}  hut  now  th^y 
are  aS  fixed  ^Vpillars  in  the  temple  of  God;^  they  go  no 
fnore  out"  ; 

Take  a  view  this  <lay,  by  faith,  o£  the  glorious  com^i 
pany  above^  behold  Chrift  upon  his  whit^  thrcHi^y  £aui 
M^ith  hisjsr'own  of  righteoufnefs,  and  aU^  the.fi»ilhful 
ones  in  Abraham's  bofom  :  How  glotioufly  do  they 
fiiitee  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father !.  The  f*ia(i$  a 
very  glorious  creature*  but  it  would  be  ufeta^B  thcre^  it 
-would  jnot  be  feen  for  the  brightnefB  of  th^  Lambj  nayy 
^very  faint  (hall  be  as  glorious  a»  that  fun»  WI)o  can 
Idl  mc  happinefs  of  the  inhs^bitants  of  that  place,  where 
every  head  wears  a  royal  crown»  every  haiut  a  paku  .of 
viflory,  every  eye  overflows  with  joy,  and  every  tongue 
>rith.  fongs  of  praifc  ?  O  believer,  think.with.yourXdf, 
what  a  difference  there  is  betwixt  your  ftat«  and  thek^ ! 
'  ^*  Ob,  1  am  fighing,  they  are.  finging;  I  am  finning, 
they  are  ferving  God ;  I  am  groaningout  my  complaints, 
they  are  trumpeting  fonh  God^s  pFai(e  $  I  am.in  dark* 
nefs,  and  cannot  fee  God  v  they  dwell  in  light,  apd  fee 
him  face  to  face./  O  my  Lord,  muft  ji  (lay  behind, 
ivhen  they  are  going  I  Muft  I  ly  groaning  and  (ighing 
here,  while  they  are  triumphing  above,  and  -dividiiig 
the  fpoil  ^  My  Lord  is  gone  and  left  the  earthy  and  en- 
tered into  his  glory }  my  brethren  and  friends  are  gone 
to  th^ir  biefTed  reft,  and  muft  I  wander  in  the  wilder- 
nefsi  abfent  from  home,  far  diftant  from  iny  Father 

and 
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and  my  God  ?  Shall  I  be  fatisfied  in  this  ftate7  No,  I 
will  look  after  them  with  a  longing  eye  ;  Til  ly  knocking 
at  the  gate  till  God  open  to  let  me  in  ;  Til  ftill  pant, 
breathe,  and  cry,  O  Lord,  how  long  !  How  is  my  pil- 
grimage prolonged  !  How  am  I  detained  in  this  valley 
of  tears,  wandering  in  the  dark,  and  can  fcarce  gel  any 
fight  of  Canaan  !  Whctt  (hall  the  days  of  my  banifh. 
ment  be  finHhed,  that  I  may  get  home  to  my  country 
and  friends  above  i  O  when  ihall  I  fit  at  the  fountain- 
head,  and  drink  plentifully,  of  the  living  ftteams  that 
make  glad  the  city  of  God  ?*' 

O  believer,  rejoice  in  the  forethoughts  of  that  day, 
when  thou  (halt  meet  with  thy  Father  and  thy  brethren, 
and  when  thou  (halt  fee  thy  elder  Brother  on  the  throne 
ready  to  pafs  fentence  in  thy  favours.  O  how  fweet 
will  it  be,  when  he  is  frowning  and  thundering  againfl: 
the  wicked,  to  fee  him  turn  and  fmUe  on  thee  as  thy 
Redeemer  i  O  what  love  will  be  in  his  looks  !  what 
melody  wilt  that  fentence  found  in  thy  earS)  ^  Corne^ 
ye  bteflSsd  of  my  Father !"  &c.  How  raviihitig  a  fur- 
prife,  O  believers,  will  it  be  to  meet  with  yoUr  godly 

'  sacqaaintaxices»  with  whom  ye  prayed,  praifed,  and  con* 
veifed.here  !  O  then,  may  ye  rejoice  together  and  fay, 
••  l%tS'v6iGe  of  joy  we  now  hear,  is  not  like  ouv  old 
groans  and  complaints,  nor  like  the  oaths,  curfes,  and 
reproacbeis  Our  ears  were  grated  with  on  evrth.     What 

-  is  become  of  o»r  hard  hearts,  our  wot  Idly  Unbelieving 
hearts?    Where  are  all  out  lulls,  corruptions,  tenta-  ^ 
'tions  and  burdens  now  ?   What  is  become  of  a  body  of 

'  death,  Indwelling  fin  that  lay  fo  long  on  us  a  dead 
weight  ?•  What  is  become  of  the  church's  enemies  we 
often  coRlfilained  of?**  O!*  thefe  are  all  gone,  they 
Ihali  trotlble  you  no  more  \  you  (hall  triumph  over  them, 
as  Ifirae)  did  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Red  fca,  when 
they  faw  the  Egyptians  drowned^dnd  lying  dead  upon 
the  (how  ;■  Theie  Egyptians,  O  believer,  whdm  thou 
once  faweft  to  thy  great  vexation  and  trouble,  '•  thou 
ihalt  fee  them  again  no  more.** 

"      I  mi|ht  mention  many  t>ther  fubjeds  of  meditation 

vpropefTdr  the  Sabbath*,  fuch  as  the  evil  of  fin,  the 

vanity  of  the  world,  the  worth  of  the  foul,  the  fuffiet- 
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jings  of  Chtiikt  tbe  hfl  ^ttctfctnedt^  iKti4  AiiHf  #tb«vs9 
which  the  fermony^  yoii  h«ar  that  day  wiH  hnng  to  ymtr 
]Remeaibr»nce :  But,  fearing  that  I  hare  been  too  tQc&« 
pus  already  upon  this  bfiiAy.  I  tnuft  pafs  thena,  and  f»ro« 
<6eed  to  another  private  duty  neceiarjr  oo  the  Lmi*a 
da7>  which  iSf 

IV.  SiffneHmmnathn. . 
This  duty  is  neiir  of  kin  to  tjie  fonMr, .  it  \mn^  a 
fnrt  9f  reflieztve  mcditsitiofiy  the  mind  turns  inward  and 
comnunca  with  itfelf^  according  to  Pfal.  iv;  4.  It  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  that  we  (hould  take  foiie  tmc  to 
eommUfie  with  ourfdvest  and  aCk  what  we  ar e»  what 
we  have  beeil»  and  wh^  we  have  done»  Je&.  viit.  6. 
And  is  not  the  Sa^bbath  a  fit  time  fov  this  doty,  when 
we  retire  from  the  notjfe  of  the  wot^  and  ai^  not  dif- 
itobed  with  ieculai?  affaiffs  i  Thi»  is  ii  moft  iittpartant 
4uty;  and  nearly  eonoernt  our  eternal  well^haiag  $  hut 
jet  it  is  a  dul;y  very  much  negleded«  Many  have  lived 
£fty  or  &^  years  in  the  weaMf  that  never,  fpent  one 
liouf  ia  ^qo^imuning  with  their  own  heart!  i  Theee.  are 
mukjg(Eimg^t  of  th^  woridt  wh<^  never  fct  began  to 
eiiqttire  why  they  c^^nif)  into  it,,  and  never  yet  afced  die 
queftipA  at  their  fouls,  Ave  you  to  flit  henee,  or  live 
here  for  <ver  i  Why  came  yoii  htifief ,  and  where  are 
you  ^1  li»dgc  when  you  go  benee^  Mtoj  live  in  a 
crowd  of  wofldly  hufinefs,  are  hurried  firbina  one  tUng 
to  anodber^  k^f^  omt  of  ^r  beds  to  the  w6rld  in  the 
novningt  and  from  the  world  to  their  beds  again  at 
night,  an4  fo  never  find  one  minute  on  the  week  days 
to  take  iheir  foul  afidef  and  for  the  Sldibi^  though 
they  have  time  for  it»  yet^fuch  is  theiit  averfion  to  the* 
work,  they0uft  it  all  they  can,  and  avoid  mecring  with 
ihemiclves ;  they  r^thea  eonve^ivttfa  anv  m  the  worid, 
than  with  tli^ir  own  hei^rte.  It  is  agamt  folf  love  and 
carnal  e^fe,  ifor  a  fBan  to  turn  his  own  accufea  and 
judge :  Therefore  many  would  father  drudge  and  toil 
their  bodiea  whol^day^  and  weeks  H  the  fereft  hbonr, . 
er,e  they  fpent  one  quarter  of  an  ho«iv  at  this  caercifc ;  - 
and  fo  they  live  their  whole  lives  ftrangecs  to  them-  > 
feives.  We  would  think  it  (grange  to.  hi^  of  two  men 
f hilt  conver£e4  ev^yday  for  fifty  or  fixty  years  fpaee,^ 
'. .  '  and 


nQi}  yet  sdl  ^ii  while  did  not  knoir  one  iin^Hhef  1  md 
^et  this  is  the  cafe  betwixt  many  and  theif  foolt  y  for 
•along  as  they  have  lifed  togrtber^  th^y.are  vtterly 
vnacquaintedt  they  neve?  turn  iikW9fxl  to  eonvtf  fe  with 
tbeo)fclT9tt  tiif  y  haire  no  fcf^ioils  tboi»i:h«t  about  tbeit 
own  ftate^  oonditioQu  It  ia  fatd  of  the  nth  man  in 
the  fMirable^  Luke  svi«  that  ^^  in  hell  he  lift  up  his 
oyes^**  aa  if  h&  had  never  conftdered  nor  bethoaght  him- 
felf  till  that  time;  and  indeed  it  ti  the  want  of  rettied 
eoofideratioa^  and  people's  ferioua  bethinking  of  theni- 
ftlvest  that  i»  the  ruin  of  m^nj  thoufaods.  O  thett»  re- 
folve  ia.God*a  ftrength,  thatf  in  fpite  of  the  devil  and 
your  own  corniptbo,  you  and  your  fouls  (halt  have  a 
meeting,  and  live  no  longer  afonder  \  thait  ye  will  inii* 
t9Xt  Da«id|  Pfal.  csix.  59.  '^  I  thought  on  my  ways* 
and  turned  my  feet  tinto  thy  teftimomea."  Seeing  then  ■ 
you  have  free  time  for  this  duty  on  the  Lord's  day, 
tfke  yonr  fouls  afide,  and  enquire  into  their  ftate^  faf, 
^  O  my  fiauly  where  art  thou  I  Art  thou  under  a  cove- 
nant of  worka*  or  a  eovenant'^of  graced  Boft  thou 
belong  to  Chiift'a  Itnily  or  the  devir$  f  Ait  thoit  m 
Ihe  aaraow  ot  broad  way  i  Sup pofe  I  (hoahl  dt^  this 
night,  (for  God  knows  if  ever  1  ftiall  fee  the  mori'ow'a 
%ht)  what  hope  will  I  have  in  a  dying  hourf  Vfhere 
will  death 'land  me  ^  Whether  with  God  in  heaven,  or 
with  devb  in  helli  Wouid  Oirift  fmile  cm  nae  in  the 
dark  valley,  or  be  my  Advocate  at  God's  bar  i  Is  theref, 
any  faring  change  yet  *wvo\^ht  on  my  heart  and  life 
by  a  work  of  converfion  ?  God  forbid  I  undei^o  my 
great  and  final  change  till  this  happy  change  be  wroo^^. 
Can  I  fayi  I  am  not  the  man  that  once  1  wis ;  ^^  once 
I  was  b4itnd»bot-nowl  fee?'*  6tudy  and  enquire  into 
the  macks  itf  the  converted  and  nncanverted)  with  the 
greateft  ferioufnefs  and  anxiety  of  foal*  and  fee  which 
of  them  yott^ean  apfdy  to  3foi»rfetf  j  .cry,  that  God  may 
open  a  wiiKlow  in  your  breaift,  to  let  you  fee  into  your 
awn  health  and  (but^s  ftate ;  and,  whatever  you  be  de- 
ceived in^  beg  it  of  him,  that  he  may  not  fuffcr  you  to 
he  deceived  in  this  oaomentoas  point,  where  your  foal 
and  your  all  is  at  the  (lake.  And>  if  you  find  yourfclf 
iti  a  bad'iiatQi  **  give  no  ccft  to  your  eyes,  no  flumber 
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to  yotiT  cyc-Iids**  till,  in  God's  ftrength,  you  rcfolvc  on 
a  thorough  change. 

l^nftfyy  It  i8*incumbcnt  on  every  private  Chriftian  on 
the  Lord*8  day,  to  practife  the  works  of  charity  and 
mercy*  both  to  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men.  Study 
to  promote  the  edification  of  others  by  good  counfels, 
Jnftruftions,  admonitions,  and  reproofs*  Comfort  the 
afflided,  fupply  thofe  that  are  in  ftraits,  vifit  the  (ick 
and  thofe  that  are  in  mifcry.  Thefe  are  proper  duties 
on  the  Sftbbath,  and  God  is  highly  pleaffd  with  them, 
James  i.  27.  If  we  pradlifc  tbcfc  duties  confcientioufly ^ 
we  may  both  do  good  and  get  good ;  we  may  both  give 
diredion  and  comfoi^t  to- the  diftrcfled,  and.  receive  in* 
ftruQion  and  comfort  to  ourfelves ;  Though  wc  may 
not  enquire  at  the  dead,  yet  wc  may  learn  many  whole- 
some lessons  from  the  dying.  And  would  to  God  that 
both  the  perfons  viGting  and  visited  were  more  fpiritual 
,  in  their  converfe  than  ordinarily  they  are !  for  then 
this  duty  would  be  found  very  edifying  and  profitable. 
But  if,  when  we  vtfit  the  fick  this  day,  we  spend  the 
time  in  worldly  difcourfe,  and  not  for  the  fpiricual  ad- 
vantage of  the  fick,  and  others  prefent,  we  profane  the 
Sabbath,  inftead  of  fan^ifying  it. 

Do  we  fee  fome  opprefTed  by  continual  (lumbering 
and  Hecping,  when  death  is  fupppfed  to  be  near,  fo  that 
they  cannot  think  on  their  everlafting  ftate  ?  Let  this 
teach  us  to  remember  our  latter  end,  and  awake  our 
fouls  to  their  work,  while  wc  are  in  health. 

Do  we  fee  others  troubled  with  ravings  ?  let  "it  teach 
us  to  employ  our  reafon  for  oar  fouls  advantage  while 
we  have  the  ufe  of  it. 

Do  we  fee  fome  fadly  difcompofed  with  extreme  pains 
and  agonies  ?  let  it  mind  us  to  difpatch  our  work  while 
health  and  cafe  remain  with  us. 

Do  we  oKferve  their  iGght  failing,  tongue  faultcring, 
or  hearing  growing  wotfe  >  O  let  this  teach  us  to 
"make  a  covenant  with  our  eyes,'*  and  turn  them 
**  away  from  beboMing  vanity;"  to  ufe  our  tongues 
for  God's  glory,  and  beware  of  abufing  them  now^ 
while  we  have  the  ufe  6f  them ;  and  to  employ  our  ears 
for  hearing  ipiritual  inftru£l;ion^,  while  they  are  in  dfe 
lor  it* 

DIRECTION 
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DIRECTION    III. 

Coacfrning  tbf  Special  Order ^  Metbgd  and  Manner^  whtrt'^ 
in  the  DtLiies  of  the  Sabhaib  are  ta  he  t^erforfoed,. 

THE  Lord  requires  us,  not  only  to  take  heed  to  the 
matter  pf  our  duttes,  but  alfo  to  the  manner  o^ 
them  ;  liot  only  to  do  what  is  good,  but  to  do  it  welU 
As  we  muft  feck  God  in  due  ordinances^  fo  we  muft 
feek  him  in  a  due  order^  i.  Chron.  xv.  13.  Very  much 
depends  upon  the  circumftanccs  of  our  aSions,  there- 
fore we  muft  look  narrowly  to  them. 
That  we  may  take  a  view  of  the  fandiification  of  the. 
.  Sabbath  complexly,  ancTthe  order  and  circumftance^  of 
the  duties  therein  required ;  there  are  thzee  things  to  be 
confidered: 

1.  What  is  requifite  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  Sab* 
bath,  before  it  come. 

2.  What  is  requifite  in  performing  the  duties  of  the 
Sabbkth  when  it  is  tomz. 

*  3*  What  is  requiGte  at  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  or 
when  tlie  work  thereof  is  over. 

I,  Hancernihg  our  Preparation  for  the  Sabhath* 
•  * 

AS  to  the  fiifty  that,  it  is  needful  to  prepare  for  the 
Sabbath,  cannot  be  denied,  if  we  confider  the  word  r^» 
jnember  prefixed  to  the  commandment,  **  Rememiber 
the  Sabbath  to  keep  it  holy,"  We  muft  cemember  it 
before  it  come,  fo  as  to  provide  for  it.  Mofes  calls  the 
p^ple,  £xod.  xvi.  23.  to  mind  that  ^*  tOr morrow  is  the 
reft  of  the  i>6ly  Sabbath." 

Again,  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  the  Sibbath« 
•  work,  and  our  anfitnefs  for  it,  preparation  for  it  will  be. 
i  found  very  needful.     We  arc  called  tbis^  day  to  make 

folcmn  and  near  approaches,  to  that  God,  who  is  a  glo* 
rious  Spirit,  and  to  hold  communion  with  him  who  is 
infinitely  holy ;  and  is  it  not  very  necef&ry  that  we,  who 
are  naturally  carnal,  and  much  involved  in  worldly 
bufincfs  through  the  week,  (hould  endeavour  to  abftra^ 
our  thoughts  from  earthly  tilings,  that  we  may  draw 
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n^K ,^:  4b  great  a  God  ypon  flua  hojy  inif  1.  f ^uluot^ 
perfo^^pcea  Q.94  r^quiicca  us  fo  m^kf  ^^^Ay^firepmf, 
tiqijia^  apid  therefore  JDavid  faith,  Pfal.  lUKH  $•<,;*  llirilli 

aluci,v).JU}rd.f'  Thp.martfitr  tluit  incendetlk  »iVO]iage^ 
he.  AC^oniy  prprides  his  tackling,  but  b^U  ^ar^fijlbefi 
fate  hi^  fail,  to  put  his  fliip  off  from  the  lahd,- that  3ict 
m^f rcjtch,  the  arft  fair  wind.  In  like  mmptu  Cawrtf**; 
'  tian,  if  thou  wouldft  launch  heavenwards  upqii  a  hord^n: 
day^  j^e  Concerned  to  get  the  veffel  of  thy  h^art  j)te  o4 
from  |he  earth  bh  the  Evening  before,    .:  •'   j   '' 

,Wert  thou  a  perfon  of  great  duality.  an4  tftitte;  aid 
thp^J^i^ng^  (hould  fend  thee  tt^ord  that  he  would  dfaie|irjt&r 
tl^e  totf^orrow,  thou  t^uldftynake,prc»afatioii  .lot.. 
.  his  eptertainmeijt  the  day  before,  by:cleii!ififig  theel 
,  ho(^f^,  and  piming  ail  things  in  otder^  iuttable  ty».  tbd* 
dignitypf  fo  great  a  prince.  Kow,  irben .Kidg  |£8U3:. 
gWs  tliee  notice  befere  hand>  that  on  ifucha  day.hftuic 
to/up  with  thcc^  wili  th9U  not  teftify  tfe^  refpeaiO  fo.J 
gt^at  fi  .potentate,  1)y  it^akiog  preparation  idr  ikiflw3\ 
tV^n  jC^riit  prepares  a  table  for  thee  ifi  sht^fj/^fptii^ 
and  iuTin(he$  it  with  all  the  dainties  of  he4ten,:paidotfv  ^ 
peace*  love,  grace,  ;ind  eternal  life}  fliotddft  ihbift  to^^ 
empty  J  thy  flpmach*  clean{e  ths  heart,  awloniljliy^  ibi||p4 
and  inake  ready  to  feaft  with  thy  Hede^Metrf  At'^'r 
gol^cLtable  otbc^  £Xf  mid  feed,  theii:  C^bi  im  filkd^. 
wiui  m^rofw  i^ad^&mefa,  and  thei^  wmim^fiNito  ^(Aa^ 
Liur4  with,  joyful  iips  ^ .  hut.  aias }  •  okm^  lulMivnbs  ftoa^ 
dnach }  they  can  eat  little,  and  fiiTonr  nothing*  ^j'HwitM 
ftoina4^  a^reToul,  d^estc.beaftbfUHlea^^li^iiVradd'iils 
their  thoughts  i  they  tali<e  Jfm  goofine^ta  htma^hn^ 
P^Tl^^f,Sf4f^hP^  5^ny  dmy  of  GpiVa  itarft«|rx  Whyr? 
Thef  arc  at  no  fains  j^^i^c^nd  ^  empty,  tbdtff  mM&9  . 
oflthe  rWPrid»  and  pr^pfiw:  ^  diis  hciiViiiAy  li^ite; .     .   < 

keader»  in^e  1  to  couafel  thee  how  toiMptOMiJi^' 
max)cd^4ay,  fo.a^  t);9^.f^gbjUt  gaia  iEkn^.Woliiiaxki 
tre4%Te,i^ .  1  dqnibc  aoltbmi  jt^n  jiM)vUUt  ^nrkfiH  tot  n|8 1>^ 
A|^  ;wi^^  thou  not  reg^ifcl j^e>,  whea  I  vmiftoia^^Uftditte . 
hoW;|^.fpen4  tljf;  Jior^s.  4ayi  the  taarlficttdi^  itm.ikfr. 
Ibi^^jTo  as^tlum  iQayft.,gct,thie.tru<»  ti<^ 
blf  ri^a^apd .  ii;ght<:9iiifMifa  ?  •  i^f  srf^idrt  ivaaMif'  oar^af » 
..„•"  '   '  t'iir.esiber 
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x^merober,  and  prepare  for  this  marVct-day,  before  Jt 
co<ne,  and  begf  iktilfrom  God  how  to -improve  it  aright 
to  the  enrirhkig  of  thy  foul.  Anciently  there  wfere 
hw8  obligi»^g  people  ro  lay  afide  tf  eir  work  at  fuch  a 
particular  hoar  on  Saturday's  afternoon  that  they 
might  rcnf^crfbcr  and  pr  pare  for  the  Sabbath :  Like- 
wife  it  waft  a  ctt(tonrk  in  fome  places  to  have,  public 
divine  excrcife  and  worihip  on  the  Saturday's  even* 
ing ;  fo  that,  at  the  riniiing  of  a  bell  for  it,  people  gave 
wer  their  work,  and  rep  ured  to  the  church  to  wor- 
fliip  God,  and  hear  fomething  fuitable  and  preparato-* 
ry  to  the  Sabbath,  I  cannot  but  commend  this  pTa<^t»ce, 
as  a  good  way  to  conclude  and  ihut  up  all  the  labours 
andc<ire6  of  the  week  ..'\nd  publicly  to  give  God  thanks 
for  profpering  the  works  of  our  hands,  and  alto  to  corv- 
fefs  and  nr>ourn  for  tl.e  carnality  of  our  hearts,  and 
our  little  minding  of  Chrift  find  heaven  in  our  weekly 
bufinefs,  and  our  manifold  (hort-comin^s  in  our  duties 
both  to.  God  and  man,  and  our  forgetting  and  not 
pra&ifin>:  through  the  week  the  fermons  we  heard  the 
preceding  Sabbath :  Likdwife  it  is  a  good  way  to  tvke 
off  our  hearts  from  ^e  world,  and  to  compofe  and 
l^irttuahze  the  thoughti  for  the  work  of  the  approach- 
ing Sabbath^  sm,d  alio  to  pray  and  wrellle  together  for 
a  blefling  oir  the  fame,  and  for  fpecial  alMance  to  mi- 
liifters  and  people  in  the  duties  of  the  day,  that  the  en- 
ftti^  SaU>fith  may  be  one  of  the  bed:  Sabbaths  we  e* 
vtr  had;  and  that  it  may  be  one  of  the  days  of  heaven 
to  tmr  fouls. 

.^t  mote  fyaftfcularly,  the  preparation  needful  for 
the  Sabbaith  confi^ls  in  thefe  things  ; 

1  •  in  your  difpatching  aad  onier  ng  your  labour  Jind' 
bfiiinefis  through  the  week  with  fuch  prudence  and  fere- 
fight  that  it  nvay  nawife  hinder  or  dtfturb  you  on  the 
Sabbath-^ay« 

X.  In  leaving, off  your  work  timeoufly  the  nrghc  be- 
fore, and  going  feafoin^ly  to  reft,  that  both  your  fer- 
vaots  and  you  may  be  in  cafe  ro  rife  early  on  Subbath 
morning,  and  not  to  be  droufy  or  fleepy  throu^rh 
the  day.  It  is  a  great  incroachment  upon  the  Sab- 
bath that  fomc  arc  guilty  of,  they  fit  up  and  work  fatct 
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qft  S»(|U(day?«  nigbt  than  any  other  oiglil  of  tbe  "H^Ik  ^ 
t^3f  Ji]f  longer  on  S^batb  mornifig  thftn  atiy.oih£^  i^s^y  $ 
tb^.y  ^p,fooner  to  bed  pn  Sabbalh  n^^ht  tb»n  any  pther 
l)igb&  pnd  they  rife  fooner  on  Monday  ^nfM»iimg  tii^n 
»fiy  ^tbflr'  day  of  the  week.  Now,  ¥^sit  is  this  hut  » 
gr«^U?g  God  hi&  due  time,  a  wearying  of  bi8>day»a^d  i 
noi^tr^  feae  fliorit  a»  you  can,  and  fwking  to,win  it,  if 
pcrfiii^  f fom  of  the  Saturday'a  night  and  Mommy's 
«M>rn4f)g? 

v=  tjiader  the  lav,  the  latter  pan  of  the  day,  preceding 
the  !^bath,  was  C;aUsd  ''  the  day  of  preparation. fo^  ^e 
SahWh*"  Luke  xxiii.  54.  intimating  that  it  i$  our  duty 
t4  |Hie|}are  for  the  Sabbath  before  it  come,  asd  lo  do  it 
upcm  .the  day  preceding.  Likewife,  we  find  that  Nehc? 
miidb  ordered  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  to  be  fcut  when  it 
h^n  to  be  dark  before  the  Sabbath,  Neb«  xiii.  ip« 
Acifeky  teadbing  us  timeoufly  to  gitrc  over  owr  traffickr 
Ingki^d  worldly  buGnefs  on  theevesang  befose  the  Jjord's 
day,  and  not  to  follow  our  bufinefs  too  lat^^  Ic^ftour 
t^oughta  be  too  much  embarafi^d  urith  fecvihMr  aiFairs^ 
9l?dc  we  thereby  indifpofed  for  the  religioua  dttti6S^  q£ 
tfe^  enCuing  holy  day,  4 

v^>\x  would  be  a  good  way  to  prepare  for  ^e.Loi^'^ 
day,  foretimes  to  take  your  children  asid  iervant^rq^ 
the Sfttiirday's  night,  when  you  call  theoi  together. ^<gjr 
family^worihip,  and  inftruA  them  concemingithr'i^^4 
ai^d  i^ftitution  of  the  Lord's  day  which  is  approiachii^^ 
gnd  the  nature  of  the  fcrvice  that  is  requifi^  \^pan.it- 
The  Lord  commrends  Abrahs(m,  for  '<  CQmmftndit^^his 
})cufeho]d  9njd  children  af|er  him  to  ke^p  the  .w^y,of 
the  Lord,"  Gen.  xviii,  19.  And  he  frequently  direftj 
the  Ifraeiites  toinfirufk  their  children  con^J^riP'i^g,the 
jca^aDing  pf  their  rites  and  obfervatioas ;  and  particularly 
concerning  the  pftflbver^  he  faith,  Ei^od*  rii-  *6..  27. 
•*  And  it  ftialJ  come  to  pafs,  when  your  children  (hail 
fey  unio  you,  What  wean  you  by  this  fervici:  \  that  ye 
(h41  fay,  It  is  the  .f9crifice  of  tb^  Lord's  rpaifover,  who 
p^ed  over  the  houfes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt, 
Vi^n  he  fmotc  the  Egyptians,"  &c.  So,  uiiike,nianjQier» 
^oncerningthe  obfcrVation  of  the  Lord's  day^  you  flioul4 
ieli  ypur  familiesj^  *^  The  day  of  facrcd  reft,  now  ap- 
proaching 


ptbachiAf ;  ft  ^hvirhotvA  of  Go#d  wofftAfrful  %vet6  W* 
rttat  \frhcn  "^t  yiftTt  Idft  atid  unddne  by  fin,  ^orfed  bV 
*e  cRtiftc  !a^,  attd  excluded  out  tff  God's  rdft,  dtii" 
Lttd  JrfUt  Chrift  mideftook  a  great  ^btk  itst  Us  to 
make  upottr  peace,  become  our  furety,  and  bdav  the 
ctirfc  afr<f  v^rath  due  to  us ;  and  wtjeh  he  had  t^^^t^ 
and  fiifMhedhfe  work  of  redemptifenj  ht;  drf  fhtf  ftfft  itiy 
df  Afe  wek,  ^nti^rtd  hito  M?  teft  by  his  tefurrdf^ft^n; 
and  thtreby.inade  known  to  u$  that  Xve  fhouH  keep  thf« 
Onj  as  ^  day  of  hoJy^eft  to  him,  in  fcfhen^br^ncb  of 'his 
glinicnifs  work,  and  as'  a*  pledge  of  Out  eelebritftfg  ah 
^iveilafting  Sabbitli  Witli  him  above,  hi  aatfiiritJjg  h\k 
lote,'  afrtd'fmglng  hts  nraife :  And  therefore  let  tts'thake 
foftab!eprepaYatiOh forthis  folemfi  diy,-  and^the  dtttte* 
of  rt.**  Alas  I  the  omiflion  of  fuch  uiftrttaions  as  th<efe 
t&yotmg  p^eiftfons,  doth  caufe  the  obfervation  6i  thft  diiy> 
wfeihany,  t6' be  btritt  only  oti  cuftom  afrd  eicampJe^ 
aiftdhen'c^  fdlow^'the  great  rregfeft  of  Sabbath  famSli 
ficatibn',  ^hich  is  fo  domiti'Ofr  amortg  us. 

4;  If  y^oti  wotrid  prepare  fof  the  Sabbath,  call  off  yodr 
tftotigHfs  tit^ebufly  on  Saiurd^y's  night,  frofti  'wotldy 
cares  and  bufinefs,  that  you  may  think  on  thfc'gfeTat 
Vdrtt  t)f  the  appfoathing  da^y  r  and  labour  to  pu^  your- 
t&ii^  lyi'  ^s  fohemn  vand  «s  ferious  a  frame,  a^  tf  yoil 
<^4Td'fo  die'  and  ftep  into  eternity,  dnd  deaf  doilrits  at 
fe/d'^  tribunal ;  or  as  if  you  ^ere  vilibly  to  tryftarid 
rileet'Wiih  God,  aM  folemnly  treat  \rSth  him  concern- 
rtij^ydinrftftatlbn. 

'  Aa  godly  Nehemiah  took  care  to*  (hut  the  gatcfs  df 
Jertifirtehi  dn^  the  evening  befor<J  the  Sabbath,  that,  no 
Kdtdt^ns.  might  be  carried  in  on  the  Sabbath-day,  fd 
fe\cuf^  you  the  gates  of  your  hearts  on  the  SatUi^day's 
evening,  that  no  worldly  thing  may  entev  to  diftutb  yod 
in' the  performance  of  the  great  and  fdemn' dttties' of 
the  Sabbath« 

5*  Loot  back  on  the  bypaft  w^ek,  and  eifamiAe  yout 
diQftons  therdn' as  particularly 'as  you  can,  and  recent 
ftfr  all  the  fiiis  thereof,  whether  omifliort  or  comniiC- 
fion,  and  i6^  to  the  blood  of  Chrift  to  be  deanfed 
f^om  the  gdift  and  filth  of  th€«n>  that  fo  you  way 


bfljpifpa|«l  to  appear  before  a  holy  Goi,^^o.  it  *^  >of 
purer  eyes  than  tha^  he  can  behojld  iniquity/'  O  (ieek 
to  get  all  quarrels  through  the  week  remoyedi .  that  yoa 
may  have  a  reconciled  God  to  meet  with  upon  the  Sab* 

i>i  ^.  StxkAy  to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  yottr;.wiani»  upoa 
yfAtt  fpiiite,,  th^t  you.may  ji[el:  fuitable  fupplies  for  them 
upon  the  Sabbath.  If  youwere  going.ta.  argicatinac^* 
ket  ne^lt.clayi  you  would  be.  thinking  the  nii^  before 
what.^QU  w^ntjed.pr  needed  thereat;  The^abba^  is 
thft^lfat;  market  day  for .  your  fouls,  whea  ^you  paay 
hear  Chrijl  crying^  as  R^.  iii  1 8.  "  I  couaiiei  thee  to 
\^f  of  (ne  gold  tri^d  in  the  fire,  ^bat  ihou.inayeik  be 
«H^vi 'add.  white  j^aimenty  that  tboumayeft;iaie.cloilied^" 
&4...'  <..     •    ,  '•■  ,  .      •    •         'i  .    . 

,  7t^  Think  upon  the  great  de(]ga,of  the  Sabbath^  the 
conunempration  of  Chrid'a  redeemii^  \oma\.  aad  (^ec- 
Jtain  &rious  and  thank^til  thoughts  of  thegoodueffiof 
God  manifefted  in.  the  glorjpus  work  of  redemption^ 
^4;  withtgodly  Nehemtah,  Neb.  ix.  14.  jblefs,  Qod  f^^r 
givii^g  i^QU  tJiie  S^bb4th^  fince  it  is  fuch.a  pJeaCant^and 
profitable  day  for  the  foul. .  .         j    .        v 

,  3,  Piegeaniedly  for  God*s  help  to  faaAify  the  Sab- 
batic 4nd  that  God  may  put  ^m  in  a  fpiritual  frame  for 
the  wQork  thereof,  and  that  ypu  may  have  grace  to  itoyp 
all. your  worldly  care  ^^  at  the  bottom  of  the  hilly  while 
you  go  up  into  the  mount  to  worfhjp  God,*  and  retura 
again  to  them."  .  Beg  thatthc^ina  of  the  bygone  >wuBcfc, 
and  the  mffimpjrovement  lof  former  Sabbatht^.  may  not 
hinder  God'^  prefence  upon  the.  enfuing  Sabbath;^  Praf 
that  minifters  may  be<iire^ed  to  a  faitabki  if/otd^  fiof 
your  fpuis  cafe,  that  y^xur  his^rts  may  b^  prepared*,  y^ur 
tnepiie^.  re(lrain^»  and  God's  ordinanctss  bleibd^.  £b 
that  it  may  W  a  good  day,  **  a  day  in  G^d*s  .YX>u]:t8.  is 
better  than  A.  thoufand.elfesvlikcre.'* 
,  And  then,  haying  fo  ,ordercd  and  difpofcd  mattow,  lay 
yourfelves  down,  to  fleep  10  Chrift's  armi,  an4  under  his 
pjtQteQion,  leaving,  your  hearts  in  heaven,  that  when 
y9u  awake  nes^t  morning,,  you  naay  bcui^  with  God* 
Study  to  ileep,  as  well  as  ^\  eat  and  drink*  to  the  glory 
e^G^df-. :  Kio  to  bed  with  this  defign,  that  j^ouc  bodies 

may 
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tnaf  be  refirdhed,  add  fiitei  tp'  fx^t  your  fmt^in'^he 
iervice  of  Ood  upon  the  enfoing  day. 

,,  n»  Cpncerning  the  Duties  of  the  Sabbath, .        .  .    ' 

AS  to  the.fecond  thing  propofed,  What  things -Iftt 
4reqiii(tte;itf  domg  the  work  of  the  Sabbath/ wfa6n«(^  ii 
ooaiei^Tfab  is  a  large  fubje&;  I  {bait  redace^adlU  Imf 
tt  fayi^jp^a  it  Jto  three  he^ds  ^  .   . : .   v .  m. 

;■  -1. « whiae  is'ticceffary  before  the  public  wdtftitp;^  •  -- 
J-  .2*  JWhat  16  neceiiry  in  ttme  of  public  wor(hip.  ^^^^ 
f  t  3. '  Whatu  to  be  done  after  the  public  worUiipHx»v«r* 
o^  As^toiho^JirJly  take  thefc  direftioas ;  .  ^i'  «  ' 
. '  L'  Wheayou  awake  on  Sabbath  morntngyVejbice  at 
the  approach  of  this  bkfTed  day:  As  ths  birds  chirp  and 
(ing  at  the  dawning  of  the  morning's  light,  (o  let  be^ 
JteveiB  account  the  light  of  this  day  fweet,  ^s  being  a  4<^y 
•0f  .^gnai  merxnesy  a  day  of  communion  with  God^aday 
•wh^in  the  Spirit's  dews  fall  upon  the  foul.  As 
'f  •Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  CbriiVs  day,"  John  viii^  5^. 
fa  ought!  you  this  Aiorning,  faying  with  the  Pf^lmift, 
£fal.  cxnii..34.'  **  This  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath  «vad^ 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it/'  ' 

'  JI.  Let,' yiouf  fouls  be  breathing  forth  holy  meditations 
and^ejaoulatiioDS  upon  your  very  iirft  awaking  2  Lift  up 
^yout  hearts  in^hankfgiving.tO'God  for  that  comfortable 
-nibaud'fleep  be  hath  vouchfafed  to  you  the  night- piitt 
Sow  '**  it  Is  he  that  gtveth  his  beloved  deep,''  and  who 
xcnxm^idp^  inercies  to  us  every  morning.  Like  wife  give 
ttp  andidcdicace  yourfelves  wholly  to  God  and  his  iei^p 
fsice  tltt9i'd0y  i  And,  betwixt  your  walking  and  hiing; 
jydu.nay  haviefuch  meditations  as  thcfe  :  ^*  0*if  I  couki 
fay  tbt& mpvning  with  Ifaiah,  ohap*  xxvi«  ^  *  With  my 
io\x\.  hiiTbl  defired  thee  in  tlte  night,  and  with  my  fpirit 
within .vnewiUI  feck  thee  early  !*-«^A  me  this  morn- 
ing awake  early  from  (vntorighteoufnefs,  i  CorrXv%  344 
{ur  that  iii'Rom*  xiii.  1 1»  12.  ^  It  is  high  time  to  awake 
out  of  fleep- .  The  night  is  far  fpen  t,  the  d  1  y  is  at  ha n  d  \ 
let  mccait^nhe  works  of  darknefs,  ami  pcH  on  tke 
sirmeurof  light."  Or,  think  on  yqur  awAkirtrg«oufeof 
the  ileep  of  death,  and  rifm^  out  of  the  ^rw^  ai  the 
found  of  iheddll  trumpet^  .what  a  foiemn  wakeiiilig^ii^ 
,     1  '•  will 


awakeft  in  life,  health  tti>rf  fjifr!^  tfife  mdmif^^^fsiyi 
•<  What  a  ir.ercy  is  k,  th^t  God  has  kept  my  houfc  frdm 
fiHnfr,'atid  falling  on  mv  head  J  that  W  fcath  charhed 
rfp  fatal!  rrty  cnefny,  that  he  tfrtrfrf  ff^tt^et  fktt  nor 
fti^h%  i¥>e  i«f  a-'vifible  roanfie^f.^fffiy  hWe^  liei^  tfiWM 

daw^iin^  of  the  day  5  but,  ferlefled;  be  God,  Tlftv^^laM 
me  dmvn  hi  ptace^  I  have  flcpt  ant!  waked  «pitn,  and 
my  fktep  Yrz{[\  been  teftfeihin^.'  Ifeii^'Ulrotiid  I  rarluc 
tf*4^  riieriiy,-  jf  f  were  in  (ickneft,  ai^d'coM^  hot  ^ti 
fieep  !'  •  Many  hfeve  Iten  dtmifh  «b4  fle^t^,'  b6t  wdvcr 
waiied  ia^afti  in  this  w^rld  ;'  tberr  fi/fl  wakitig  h-as  bteii 
it*  eif^rnity  \  and  O  !  hbw  fad*,  if  -  it  be  in  the  tithes-  ^f 
fell'!  BtttjO  what  fl^al!  I  r^mlet  tb-  thi  Ldfd,  fh^t  I 
n^aWe  agai%  iti  tlic  land 'cf  ptayet,  atidxrf  hope;  atiftf  op* 
eh  a^Lotd*s'day  m'ormngj Avlierein  I  htypc  to- 'Aeif  acaM 
the  joyful  f6un^,  aiid'  fee  tots  po^CT  and  g!o#y  iw  ifhfe 
faf  6iuary  V  '.'''• 

If  it  i%  a-  fu'fipmcf  iDcnrifig,  when  t^«  ftm^  ni^y  be  trp 
wttf^ihmitig  vhen  thou  awakeft;  then'  think,  Cbi^ft  th* 
light  of  the  world  roffe  e^rly  tWg  morning  froin  the  da  A 
l»T*ave,'  wheTfifThe  lay  fecrfied  for  my  ftikei  ^  *'  The  Sun 
dF  righteoui^efs  -was  up  tlw  day  beiiitc  the  i^luHt! 
fuH.'*  €hr  thmk,Thilr  is  the  day  wherdVi  ^M  HfeitFj' 
»*  Let  th«^  be  light',  and  it  w^s  fo.'*  Is  the  light  fo  -hi^et^ 
and  IS  k  fo  pk^fant  a-  tiling  for  the  eyes  to  behold  the 
futi  ?  O  how  rt^tich  more  't^  fee  CHrift  lfhi*  bH^ht 
Moi'ning-ftaT  this  day  by  the  eye  of  faith,  to  fe^  thfe  Suti 
«f  rightecufnefs  fhining  in  the  firmament  bf  gd^e^tfti 
dhiances  !  Let  me  rife  and  prepare  for  thfe  ftght  v  O 
that  my  eyes  may  bexJeared,  and  the  niote  taken  out 
of  the' eye  of  f.»iih,  that  I  may  this  day  fee  him,  in  coitt- 
jisrnfon  of  wHcm  the  fun  is  but  a  dark  tlod  of  earth  t 
O  my  foul,  rife  from  the  earth  tHiff  day,  get  the  moon 
uttder  tlu'  feet^  and  clothe  thyfclf  with  the  Sun  ;  dTy# 
nighto  God  i-irChTift,  and  fct  thy  affcdlions  on  things 
aibore;  thcu'jtrt  capable  of  com m union  with  God;  do 
not  debtde  thyfeif  in  rakingf  always  in  the  dung- hill 
of  this  worlds  in  licking  the  dull  with  the  ferpenr, 
<!>r feeding- oh  huffcs  with  the  fwine,  a^  if  thoti  hadlt 
no  higher  end  to  ferve  than  the  world.     Why  wilt 
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tlpe^  ^F.  4cniN9f  thR  f>o.ts»  mi  wdiiowia  the  {ni4lk» 
wb^  qrjfftal  ft^re^oifl  s>rc  fo  near  ?" 

Or  .ttuuk».  **  How  h?ppy  »r^:  the  at^ds,  who  ore 
C^tempi^d^fFAA)  the  ai^ceffiity  of  fleep  !  They  never  re*^, 
a)(ir  We^y  .of  Cod*a  work»  but  "  praife  hi;n  diiy  ^md 
xljgb^'^  BelioUl,  tlw  fwn  t^vec  wearies  to  fewre  kt« 
Cfie^Pt :  Hoiw  m«9y  thpafaoid  miles  h^s  the  fuD  trav;?li- 
1^4.  fiw«  the  Uft  night  I  went  to  re(l»  that  he  m;^t. 
b^ing  t^0  .li^ht  QJf  fl./Oew  Lord'jj  day  to  oie,  a  poor  vii«* 
dbiiervKng  cice^ure  !  And,  ibaJI  no(  Irife  witU  chef^r^ 
fulocfi^  to  jp^ltjhmtfi.  this  day,  and  fcrre  mv  God  a^ 
Savii^^r  upoi).  it<^  tt  is  a  mercy  ;tbe  natural  fan  is  rifen  ^ 
bja.t.a  fajcgreateif  ih^  the  '*  Sua  of  rij^ht^oufueifji?'  iat 
a|)>..and  hath  afcended  to  his  meruiiaT),  that  h(s  m<iy  the 
better  diflrafe  the  iafiuences  of  ilght  and  heat  uppn  pdor 
Cgld  and  hlind  faulsy  fuqb  as  I  am  ;  I  will  get  up  this^ 
4(»]r»..aadJky  in  his  way  as  he  paiTeth  by,  and  cry  with 
t^e  blind  inatii  5'  Son  of  David,  hate  mercy  u;ion  jne." 

Laftlyy  The  morning  fun  may  raiad  thee  of  the  daxv- 
gi^r  ^  ff^eure  Chriftlefs  fouls.  The  fun  ihoac  br^ht 
oi?^  Sodom  that  morning  it  was  deilroyed.:  Little  4id 
th^  think,  th^t  fair  raorainf!,  that  the  cloads  would  ga^ 
tb^rojipt  ^  fudden«  and  drop  fire  on  their  heads  5  neitficr 
koow«ift  tbou>  O  Chriftiefs  {\\\\\zx^  what  a  ftofiw  of 
^^th  miiy  £all  onthee  before  night :  Wherefore  flee 
pr^fer>tly  Qut  of  the  Sodo.Ti  of  a  nataril  date,  to  the 
Zoar.qf  Chrift's  tighteoufnefs. 

.1}!.,  R,i^  fall  as  early  this  d*y  as  on  other  days»  and 
b^  as  foon  at  God's  work  this  diy,  as  you  are  at  your 
own  work  ^x\  oth«r  d4ys  :  God  ib  the  bell  Mailer^  his 
work  fehft  f weeull^  and  hii  wages  the  greatelL  Yet 
alas  !v  tWa  are. many  who  ly  long  on  the.  morning  of 
the  Lqrd>  c}ay,  they  are  lofh  to  rife  and  fall  tj  God's 
work  \  when  they  rife,,  they  have  no  time  for  fecrct  aad 
family  duties  before  the  public- worlhip:  So  that  they 
^^  either  iiigbtiy  performed,  or  whojiy  ncgle£lcJ.  O 
fooliih  Gnner  !  doil  thou  think^  thy  worldly  bulinefs. 
more  worthy  of  thy  early  riling,  than  thy  fpiritual  cm* 
ploymeQ.<t  ?  .Or,  wilt  thou  (hew  greater  regard  (o  thy 
worthlcfs  body,  than  to  thy  gracious  God,  and  thy  pre- 
ifiious  WAl  y  01^.  owe  thaaks  to  God,  that  youhfiveh«ul 
\r         '  '      ■     .-         the 
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^«i^yw,fce  the,  firft  day.  of  itv^bnt/©  ttonfeifel^'^lltff  t 
yCWa&^^P*?  ^nd  RRf^cefner  puts  sn/orcfoiiiQfiVimef^ft^' 

yg^^pffiji.hjimls  i    G<)d  /akm^i^  the.Aiuttbr  ahdoDSP{ 
P9ff^^jt«,   W^U  fhcti»  no^  16  the  tmcviiliiirifr^htyday:  < 
tl^^j^j[^iqj«ure«i:    Ojlct  him  hare  it  wholly ff«hfgthfeJ^ 
g'^cs. ypM- Gx limes a;^ fpucbfor yourJelves.  JtAi)id|pM|d^^'; 
hijiQ  }Y>t  fhe-mormag  of  his:Ownx!;<y.    ,Rsikiemb^^»bat ''' 
pWHwiiV,  Prov.  viii.  i7,  ",  They  that  feck  anCiCaH^ifhall- *: 
fmcj.mc*"  .  In  the  morning  the  fpirks^anre<inoft'lrefc'' 
aa4  liMcIyf  ^nd  fittcft  for  contempJatioiW'  and  .ptayenil^ 
tV^e,axe  tald,  Exod.  xvi.  13.  that  in  the  monain^  t^C] 
dew  and.  iranna  fell ;    Wowldft  thou  haT«  :th»  <i&w*^b£^  i^ 
a.bleiBng  to  fall  on  tHy  fdul^  anit  ,t0iinakdthesrae'i>>^ 
>Vi^tcre(|  .garden  ?    then  rife  early  to  wait.for  it;^  *  Thif  u 
was  the  pra£lice  of  the  faints  \  Job  rofe.  tsaklj  ani/of**.' 
frrcd  his.  facrifices.  Job.  i.  5%     David  prevuntffd-thcJC* 
Av^pm^  of  the  morning  .^th  bis'  praye«s».>Brd.'.€xix.   ? 
147I  -Clirift  rofe  early  this  day  before  thtejfuiu.  I  Ahdrto 
for  what,  end  did  he  rife  ?    Ereb  to  juftifyland  harefVaa-i 
pe9ple«   ;0  believer^i  did  your  Saviour  nffe^eiriyoriiisit; 
morning  t9  juilify  yoU)  and  wUl  yotu^not  jrife^carjy  ifaitr.q 
day  to  glorify  him  ?   This  h  the  great  df %&^  of  :iilM?  .\' 
Sabbath..    .And  the  xcii.  pfalm^  which/is  in^akd^^iA.-^: 
fong  for  the  Sabbath-day j^  faith,  "  Jt  is  900d  to  efliei^'i 
forth  God's  loving  kin^q^^j  in  the  morning."  \  Tioi€>-' 
oufaef$  at  God's  wwrk.ofjhi^  4ay»  pr-  dil^ctece/an^faii?- . 
will  not  prove  prejudicial jto  health  $  f^ft  Oftci^dddKith    ^ 
pronounjced  a  fpecial  bieifmg  upon  th^  SMnAsf  fwM' .; 
have  ground  to  expe£t  that  idp»  flecpj  food  ^aSnd.Gelrefliit.: ; 
mentj  than  at  other,  timesb  .viU  b^  bJ^ifedcfofcjyoutrfapf  » . 
port  ip  his  work,  aijd  tib^aA^gu  (hali  lijpe*  ii^  Jhe  'db'niff 
thereof.  -:.*.' 

IV^  When  you  arc  up,  haftcp  to.pu^oii  y€iiii#clothfis, 
and  fpend  as  litde  time  this  day  in  drefling  .yourfclf  as 
pofTible^  that  you  may  h^ve  lime  fof  fe/cretdtitief,  and 
retired  cohvcrfe  with  God.  liut,  (incethSiborfy  muft, 
be  clothed  this  day^  let  your  th^mg^tS'bs. wdlemploy*- 
ed  in  the  time  you  are  doing  i^t : ,  Tbi^  Qn.^9^<that  was-  - 
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nf^tJofiiaMptNl.  ,.i  RometribBr  from  whom  yoa  hire 
^Miclpf^^p^  CftvfiTy  kptD  tHrantti  and  a^n  yo«rf  "btM 
iifflli^ymikiSwmiiitiA^  in  hM^-wmA  and  hU  flax.;  dieter . 
^€0^  fi^  AiiBkft  to.  Mm  foft  jam  tzlmtnt,  ni  ^eU  'ii' 
yaltfoiHli.  iJteaL'thoagk  ^^omr  clMlies  be  not  f<a^  fine  as 
yc^hiPQlildt^iilk,  >]rc€  iid^  diat  f*  thele  df  whom^lie;' 
W9^d^iras>ln9tllmmh}:^  about  m  Iheei^s  ikhb' 

aii4{rgcK^$>(Mn8  s^^   And^  ii  y<»tt  be*tK)t  fp  outwardly* 
fptolikbdffiotkslt,  fed^J^t  decking  4)irhich  will  ^^  iilake 
)r<likiill<^oveits  Wkhin**'     When  others  are  (ollovAof^^ 
Y'4il$bhSiom,  fockrye  lo^be.'^  coteted  with  the  robd&  '^ 
phnfi&^rightcqofi^^      And,  fince  you  are  thii  dij  to/ 
nlsJle  a^jiriamn  ab^^^^  before  God  your  heavenly; 

iFid^SB^rrjroir  "matt  be  fare^  l^e  Jacob,  to  c6me^^  the 
gaffiBcattrittf  ,yxnir<elder  Brother,,  otherwise  you  cannot 
ei|)dd;^yoAr  Fath^f's  blc(|^g^     Put  no  confidence  "iii^ 
joiic  aim  T»hteaufiie(6 1  for  it  is  no  betteir  than  r^g't^j,"' 
ortAJgatiBCnrtei}  of  ho^,  tbie  leaft  whereof  islufficient 
to ba^ia  Ak cvmksi ,(i4>d  ttpon ymi»    t*hex^jForo  ^^Hi * 
m^i^  LofdleCde/'  if  you  would  this  day  api^r/be^', 
toTK^lGaitiaadhtl^cef^d  of  him   ;  Take  can^  klfo', 
thsh^ot^faDdkai  this  day  be  :gTBf  ely  and  deeemly^  a{j-r 
pasottp^i^aiidrkewiiT^  of  pnde  and  y^tntf  tiib  wi^  if  t^ . 
WanUluvejQQfid  to  own  you )  the  adorning  Whith  hi^ 
reatovaodiidi^n^'not  that  ^<*of  JiUt^ng  the  hatr«  wearing 
of  m&9  and*  p«|tiiig  on  of  iffpdttlp  but  the  hidden  mfin  ^ 
of  OieS&urt,-^  ihut  iK^bichk  Mt  edtfufitibie.  even  the 
orpimcbeaiifc^'  mdbk  mfti  duleif  trntli^  wbicji  h  in  Ali 
fightMrfr»4SlKjrf^ great  j^;*>i  Peti  iir..3;  ^: '   Vim' 
be«^  oWdlilsSa^bath  ate^  ^dh^erned  t0  adom  their*'', 
XKMfa-witb  cheb"  be  ft  €k>t}^ }   bur^  abts  !  wfio  ^ni^n¥ 
.yoH^iiqaycfiilib' attire  his  foril  «wrh6  ought  oh'thts  daj^^^ 
Mpl|§ni  he  it'gobig'to  /nei^t  the  bidfed  Redeemer  t)P^f^'' 
the  King  of  glqry  ?  ^  .;  "V  ' 

^hUm^ijf0!^:  feuk  ^cWefly'  thi^  day,  atf^ ' tAe  caff, 
Wbist^eryou  Wd<ii»g  about'  yo\ir  fcodies/that  y<>Ut  * 

i0o4tbryQ|tio|ieid'^^  ilha)r  thmk  hcfw  ^humVtd^s^  fbli^  . 
fimft««1P*Hfelf^al^  •*  meK^  ^h¥n  ththiots  Of 'y6uPl^arf/f ' 
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be  ftiTCi  if  vou  cannot  reckon  themj^  you  a«c»farldF8  nbte 
to  rccl^pn.  for  thein.  Bo  you  walh'  yoiirliairfs?  tftSnk 
dii  the  nec^flity  of  **  waffiirit  yout  hands  itt^WaoWifcy, 
thut  fo-ye  may  compafs  the  aftaf  df  Go**:*  FdrtMQ* 
A^t^  wovld  '*  afccnd  the  hiH^  of  (5drf,  and  ffain»'ln-fiffft 
hely  plate,  mult  .have  clean  hands  atid'pure'  heaHs* 
J^oljn^f^  b^tb  in  begirt  and; life  fs^'al^fijiatfefyrieedf 
pi^^to  cur  enjoying  comWu'nion'^ri-^  in  ordf- 

na.nces.  .,^_' '    '  -••'  -    ...i  .^^     ;...."  *:  ■:      .    • 

;  /Yrf  !^i,'foon  as  ^elfiBljr  you  can^,  tet?re»tTiferiiot*nrig 
Icir  the  duties  of  fccret  prayer,.  praifc;teidih^l3wtlr6w!^ 
'medt|at2on,  antf  ftTf  eiaifnlnatioti,  'Ifftrihrof  tfti  SMj*- 
batki  ancj  eipeojaly  the  .itiotning  of  ft,'iKotiia^*!TOfit 
Jn  praifing  and  tKankfgivmg,  Upon  accoutfr^'OdtfS 
goodneft  both  Com oiohaiSd  fpccisfl,  ttiaitffdW9'?it^thfc 
wotM  of  creation  and,. redemption.  It  is  a  tifrbff;'iW'^J<ffc 
far  j;  and  proper  duty,  tp  **  fliew  forth  God|8  feVln^Hnd- 
nefs  pn  the  Sabbafh  morning/*  Pfah  xtfiv  a.  '  T^aiAfc 
givirfg  is  rfie  great  end  of  fhc  day,  aild  6f  the  l^ler^te 
kA  it  j  **  the'  redeemed:  of  the  Ldrd**  6u^e  thiJr  d^  kb 
fixjg,  ,*;'  His  msrcy  cndurfethibr  eircTj'''  Pfei;itHr2.  % 
GodAnt  His  Son  to  itdeem'  us  for^  Afe  Vety^iift,  tWt 
he  might  have  from  u|'**  the  praife  of  the  gAVtSF Tils 
jgr^^fe,**  Eph.  i  6..  12.  14.  And  if  you  ditay%if«  jbntlfiS 
you.  rfp  v;hat  yqp  cto  to  difipnoitkt  hira'df  tlfedfeflgtf  ^1 
tKis  wonderful  work :  Many  ferious  "fbtds^ttfnflt'thc  Srf4- 
bath.fiiQUld  be  fpent  only  in  prayer,  rqoiibifti^,;ihi?>rtI* 
fipation,  ^c^  and.  almbit  wftollv  negleft' ihef  duty  *f 

fraife,  wKch  ougliftb  b^  tfieptintipS^  iridVhdPl^iA 
Jod^s  beft  plcafed^   '  Remember,  that  jifiifels^libt 
only  the  cild  of  t)be  day,  ttur  the  end  of  toufli^fe ; '  yea> 
.,the;defign  of  all  God's  ^«rorks :  Cbd'iin&de^hiari *Ae 
-  jbojtigue'orthc  creation^  to"  ttumpet  fdfth  aSbtrd  'y^hatt^fe 
ycft  of  tKc  creation  do  but  filently  wfiii^et;  *      "    * 

VireSionsinpirfiirmingtVefofefaid^dutiiil 

BBifORE  i  pTocecxliurtbef>  I  ibait  gi?e 'f«ma  fpe<^ 
^4vices  dmcemiQg  the  duties  of  ftcret  r«^9g>,  (^]!<yc» 
and fetf  fe«rchuig«  *       .  :     ,         *  ..•  1 


« 


i. 
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Tjt  -  :*-'  f  1.  Of  refiding  the  Word.  * 
jI^  |»hA4.I9  Ae,r€ad&>g  of  God's  word,  if  you  woiiM  do' 
it  with  profit,  thcn>  k  Look  up  to  God  for,  his  btcjSng^ 
iq^^^  Wii^A  TO»i  btgirt,  pray  that  he  may  *'*  open 
3W*iPl^$^t^  fe^  th?  wonders  of  if/*  and  that  Jh'e  may 
^  J^pjeil  y^WT  ctfs^anid  hearts  to  hear  artd  ^ompl/  w^tf^ 
V         k.  aftith^ypjcc.of '^oiit       ;.  ^  ".  "   \     ,  /^ 

j.at  Ip  .i^a^ic^  the,  wprd^  qukkcn  yourfetves^to  alt! 
poi&ble  atteatton«- As  children  will  rouze  up  themfelvefi. 
^.|t^,j^%4Hk9.^  theif  ff&thcr'isswilli  out  of  expe<^a6()tt 
o^J[QlEne|^OItio^  or  legacy  bequeathed  the tia  therein  Ky. 
ik^  twm\  fo  ought  you  to  rouze  up  yourfclvl^s  in 
i:^j^Jing.;0^rib.e  wpr^  iti  itsgard  6f  the  many  rich  aftd 
ffj^t^W  lwijt;i^  which  our  Saviour  hath  bequeathed 
tqyq^y  in  that  laft  will  and  teftament  of  his,  fedled  l^y 

i\'tfc  tRi^J  the  ^Ofd  with  holy  revercqce,  as  if  Jehovah 
^iwi^S^ft^Jby.  and.f|»}c^thef9  worijs  .lyito  you ;  for 
j^^4wg  MiA  )|i<(d  pf  h^l;  ,^niereince  with  Uod/'ahd 
S^^<^^\  ^»gbt  t<|  .|)e^  g?MW^  .about  with  a '  hot^  a#e 
i^a^cq«t^m«/  I-dp  ^pt  ftt^ri  that  this  reverence  J§  to  » 
'bfft<|«WAi  tlicpape^r  apd^printj^  but  the  matter  cbtt- 
>tRJq^.,|h^oe^i5  diQMjgh  even  theie,  as  the  dea3  Wdiq's 
t9kfyk^  '^wgl*^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  dlrtionour^b^y,^^  I'haVe 
3^W^  jfenjf^  JF#«el«f8.«^rch4nt§  do.  by  rolling  up  Iheir 
4R^ir9lff»»;i9  l<?*ves  pf  the  bibje.  Is  th^  like  th^  ptac- 
-^^4i^i,^^^\pk^  ^^^Vh  ^%9  nwde  more  account  or 
if  ii^fipl  ,the,l^i^^.than  of  a  ureafure?  And  ind<5ed  the 
j^W^ftC^tf^.bibl?^  Ill  foine  fenfc,'  are  the  iield  whete 
3<lbc  jtre^^t^  if  hid,  ^nd  ijie  pearl  of  price  may  be  found ; 
jl^y  ir.9,thftfw^dUng  clothes  of  the  holy  jefusp  And 
^Ij^c^fj^tfc^ili/^ei^  .  ' 

/m  4^  H^<^,^  cgre  to  Chrift  in  every  thing  ye  fead^  for 

he  is  ttc  en<l4  ffiQpe,  and  6ibftanpe  of  the  whole  fc'ible, 

and  every  thing  iri  it  is  reiducihle  to  him. 

$•  Re^d  i^  with  application  to  yourfelves,  as  if  God 
,  ^ke  t6  you  by  name  and  firname  in  everv  line  of 
-it:-  Read  it  ai^  if  it  weve  a  letter  fent  fliaight  from 
h^atsnfDyeUj  €o  warn  you  s^ainft  iin,  and  to  per- 
suade you  to  faith  and  ^olinefs.     Let  U9  acjp.ept  c£ 

its  reproofs  aiid  admonitions  with  thankfulnefs,  and 


^1  ffow^filJpOiii.lAaMitinwg 

mlndFfe  ^laiiily  tp*tii  in  hierwrir^f    (f  *hl  ^'iv-j    .  i  '':rf< 
;  t6ii  JfisLtk  the  Ipecialj^kffigcs^fitlif^Qiall  eitl^^ffhtfrfe 

bicfM^  yQ|2^  Msnrk  the  Hi^tiei-  mjbip^^y^ancb tet^ A^iiid- 
iden^n^id^'ithe  promHiss.to  the  auci  And  ^bkctftsiDtfigs 
againft  the  other:  Faftetf  thefe  upon  yoUT^mMglnsB, 
tdimlihiBe  them  Wyotir^ Hcvttsx  t^nedit^e  6n,\thetAii^nd 
^ta|}  dasfdOoii  tmxj  hekp  them^io-  yonri  nn<lrf9|^fife»dytfer 
"jfdt  l^nfethc:tim<S  of  tiecdi  •.  :    •  vt  ijOM-jr.iH^w  -flofr/- 

'A^ '/t)r  feet^t  pvayar/ tate*  thefe:  dmftianci^^f  iida 
^Mno«fM' ff*«clMn  if.  '    '        -  ^'         »vAK^q  xuo  to 

^I«'8e«'thiatyoubeiikw€iic^tuteet  aitdborol^iKgdin^^if 
fbix^fiinU  pray  dright;;  iA  tchild,  whi|tfiilrthfa^MNaiyb^ 
-canriit  ilry  V  "fo-  *i^  -Inbre*  cam  you  •cryjT  fMki^tiFaibtr, 
^fiil04h^the'Wf^h lof a liatifr^lftatK'  A«i<iaid6Qtci«M 
man's  p^kyer ^  dir«  not*  4^Mf»td  ^Ters^^lMsfotikt  Qed  -j^ 
55ie •ftag'^t^ay^w^wWtesPtfiil  hid,  wkilf fe«^iPlk*ifc<r;; 
>«^c«5  %lor¥cfckt)tte4  prayer-i^aiMV  but,  irfw'ni  te  w  a^ftob- 
iHertfcd^rfWrfj  we"  it© ' wW^^tJieh;  "uMi  t  iB;AMd^Md«!>lie 
'^r^ed;' A^s  tJt»  *lJ  "^  ^  '•  >    "  •-  -  ^'i^s^^i  on^  ql^ 

-  n.  Be  iRfequ<snV4n'thie>Aityv  frfryout  |ided«»«rdinni. 
try.  ^  Gdfl  h«h  ^reSed  <iie  ^  tKnofie  of  ^gtade  <for  iBie 
time  of  need ^^Heb.irvliS;;  ^Axktha  hiith  Ibfbthowtnte 
he^d^  ilpbh  Uft/  tbar  fte  m^  the  ofiener  i|e«rrfioiniiit  i 
hel  k>tts*to  feeiV  hi8=;pe«ple^8»v<rfcfe,  )afid  gtearm^  hiire 
-v^c  Id  lc<  hiiSi  feft  h^ar  k  ^«for  #e  hwrd  «taiif  hiftsriot^ 
iiibduedy  many  graces  to1>e  ftrengthened,  man^pdoolils 
t&he  f^fo*f«d,  and  mttny  grlctancetfj  i»  l^l^t^edf^ed : 
Th»*rf<Mreic'freijUfiiit4b7ou»  addrtfli^  F«e- 

^lieilieyhj^gets  .fdmnlmiy;  ^4:  fattiilUtUy  xonfideficc ; 
ye  go  botdlf  to  hh  hoiif«,  \v«  ettet  t^t/  £u£dlius  toHs 
<  1^  of  iht^'  aoioftte  Jam^g^^  fimamed  the  Jufti'  that  &e 
kneeled  fo  oft  and  fo  long  in  fecret  prayer^  that  bi$ 
knees  bet^me  ii&  caltdti^  "^nd  infenfiUe  at^^  earners. 
kn<t  he' tells  as  of  the  fitft  Chrlftian  etikperf)r/GoDftii|* 
iStieihe^Ore^tV  thlt'lit?  toeclfld-vtry.l^  fixmet 

fraj^r :  An^^  fm^h  etft/rhpI<,to  Mhen^  that  he  h^d^iiis 
^^^ '  *  '  image 


I 


Mfte^fkttv^'plwfi^lt'^^  vUfafaufaatY^fprttadodiibid, 

and  hi$  eyes  lift  up  'to  htaflHrikj^  King  -Darfici  s^aiirrfiB* 

^^Attitljl^ffli  tisr9  ffxereife,  Pfc^4T.M  7.>  ¥  fiVcAiii|^  nibrn- 

>io^rmityrnODD|  wH)  IprafamJcrj-ateuA/'''  ^And^if 

tfatfktfwitntfUJDvjit^j'hc  fayi^  Pfail  naJC.  i64£/^eilch 

fthne^Jisddy  MH  I  ipraifethee,  bocanfc  of-  thfiwhtBokt 

-^ff^Hfo^Affeft  pfivaicy  and  Tctirementi  iniitiT  -StdSta^to 
^litvi^^^oarlMffW  God's  i;  rforiib  eon  bre  b|»tr  ta  tl|? 

mod  whifpering  prayers  thatxatn  bsput  upfi('Mf«  that 

we  fiiould  be  afiiamed  of  our  duty,  but  that  wc  may 

evite  roifconftruQmti,  and  hide' pride  fronA  our  eyes; 
i>£^»Vrwh0D»DiOTO  i»  a  de(ire  that^men  ^uld'^ikejifotice 

of  our  prayers,  God  takes  no  notice  of  thomy^unlie&it 
>:heio7$d>lK3r(iiidtrejcrA'thf«i-  ©tit  if  yqu  hef-ii  circum- 
^-fttaoedsiithttyda  c^ijkaoit  .^ray  iHtHouit  (peing^bf/ervcd, 

f6it^^nf9dt4ic^ it ^  forrr it  w- better.to ha^^r^ tteicen* 
:  Airero&attdicr^  'thto&efi(!igk£Vto&  prfk|«rr.Q|iljr.|^ 
^  toi)  tiBiTbAe^i»»oi^iHMk«im~thetdoing  of  itf  /  -  ,- 
/v.^aSl^^PfaylNrfitJi  Jholy  ^6i^vd*t^tnnce^f:Q0dt'ht* 
^ioKt^ytAtsxinvjtn  fift  ybutfelires^  ,  LaboUv  £6f^)9#  iMfih 
^dciBoibdiu^rrefioi^oefs  M<  pta]E<r,^M  if  yo^w^rf^^ajcpi 

vp  and  prefented  before  God  on  bisiroy^al  th^ni^i^^viUi 
^sniiHtmsheirgfenou^  angelJ»?)n9iTfiftf^Wa;g  to  Mnf^l  cr#  at 
9JE  yoU'£»ifv^d<r9th>«id  th]e^^e>«ii  tJie  Q(^;)^  and 
')hc»rorijaiid?bW'on  tfee-othe^^iofj  aa  if  YW  4i^vd  the 
.{nntBi&ipo^  tn.})e>veov  m  i^c-^tt^^d  roa^in^/i^  bel}. 
siiW  ^nnmMjbflter^  tb«&  thiq|$.«>»8;,;vrol)i  .jij5.if7y<HI  fo*^ 

t}wn«lliiii^wivdby>Arj$  yW'  nioi  us.  f«i;i(lU9  M  HrfW  44 
pfiedtbrnii-n    j^-  •■    .■--••■••  ^(f  01  ^^  •    ■:  --n  /-.  .  ,'} 

6;^tSludjr  ^apraym  filthy  t5^g,. the,  por^^r,,  noercy, 

«nja.  pi»fiaiir  ofiGi^dt  and.rcj^tng  jifpoji  tjhe  fiHsdt9l(<At 
: and^iri^floufiicffr  of  Mm  Qli^h  for  thcf^/wfiUo pr^y 
iAvLBi  fljilliiot  ftek  God  to/xs^in*  .  Xhi«  kind  <^  sprayer 
:is  like  JiAafhan's  bow,  2r  S4m*<i«  «*V  that  ncv^r  n;tiwos 
£<tnpty.  "*?.'■/•'■'.      '  »    '.  .'  •. 

^  -VI*  Pray  M»ith  fciivency  %f>4  laipprtMmty.:   ,Wl*y? 

iD^ioa'ghtfyou  know».  thii  ini>j^  b^^theij^ftS^bii^thry^ou 
^3^  fee,.  thelafl^feimoQ  »you.fr)^y  hearr  aiid,:the;  laift 
':!praiycr  you  tnayfm  up.    Pr?!j  theirfoFc  i^a  %  .dying 

.■..v^  .  ^  'tnaa 


iliaft  4oidd  and  ffaoUd  do.  RMieti^hittV' li^W  Hv^Mt 
ybttliite  fecn  fame  dy«?  pe? foiis  tnjprftye#V'aB<li8*o«f 
f^ttlite  feme  frame  arid  fcrrcficy.  l^u^OiooM^^A  Aw 
fcy^*  toH|rtire futh  a  feeling  of' {^t\^^7^^^  vflhUy *«lld  :«^ 
h^va  yoUf  bo'wels  fo  phiched  Vifli  ^-fenfe  dterewf  that^ 
Kktf-tftt^'ttrngry  and  alttioft  Aanr^d  bcgg#W,  ^fOu^m&t 
tt^  «lcruA  for  the  bread  of  Hfe.  Let  ycJaMP  ^few'4i 
the^tai^U'of  your  fouls.'amd  not  the  labour  ot^yMP  lipvw 
t^  j'o^V  hearts  be  ftitt^bif  iifcacd  41x1111  ^hfevpaftr^ 
Jjf'aycir  J  never  leave  coiifeffion  withbiK  foittc  fenpow-loir 
fin,  nor.  petitJon  without  fomefenfc  ©f-  the'  ^*H>rlh-of 
mcrclbs,  not  thankfgtvinff  without  fome  fbla<(ft  %xA  joy 
in  Gcd,ftK^  Author  and  FoiixHtin  of  &U  t>ar  MipphM^ 
L^tyouif  affcfiions^  correfpond  with  yotn^'-exfor^ott^, 
Arid  cttertic  foftant  in  prayer.  You  ought  thw-«!tejr> 
like  Sampfon,  Judg.  xvi.  to  ■"  bow  yburfelvetf^trnhf  «H 
your  inighf  *  in  prayer,  topttl^  down  the  pilhf6  irf-Di* 
gon*8  temple,  and  the  ftrong  hold«  of  fin  in  yoof  {fs^u 
•'  "lilft  xrp  your  hearts  wirii'your  hands  to  6^  in  ^ 
heavens,  tind  ftir'upydutfclveMo  take-  hofld-lif  hijlii* 
fcitt  youtfelvea-down  at  hit  fiset,  and'fai^riif^dtfife^a 
Ijreat  man  did  to  hi$  pmce,  *  I  afn  r^felv^tieyei^to 
fife  till  I  obtain  mercy.'^  •  .  ^^  .t^ 

Vll.  Wearguments  with  God  In  prayer,  either  *a* 
leo  from  God's  power  and  mercy,  'or  "ftom  your  tin*> 
fery  and  necei&ty.  Soft  thou  doubtj  O  man,  4f  ^^A^ 
be  converted  ?  then  HeTobbmg  before  Gt)S,  fibethat 
leper,  Mat.  viii.  ^  Lord,  if  thou  wih,  theHi  canft  inake 
me  dean  ;"  q.  d.  Lord,  thou  mayeft  do  ^  thou  wftt; 
hot  this  I  krtow,  though  tbouQiould  never  he Jpine,'thit 
thoti  c^n  do  it.  Thou  baft  power  enouglb,  yea,-  it 
is  eafy  for  thee,  and  wiiK  be  nb  manner  of  trouble  to 
thee,  to  change  my  jitrart,  ahd  give  me  an  akna^  met* 
ty.  Ifhott  haft  merqf  asiwtHas  powter  \  I  hate  lieatd 
a  good  report  of  thy  mercy,  thai  "  the 'King  of  Ifrad 
Is  a  merciful  King,  and;ddighta  not  in -the  death  of  a 
.  finner/*  and  that  ••  lih  mercy  endures  for  ever;'*  liOrd^ 
'liere  a  poor  condemned  rebel  comes  in  upon'thefro- 
clamation;  to  at:ccpt  of  the  K3ng  of  HtavthV  tndera- 
yity;:  1  lay  myfelf  at  thy  feet,  content  *ta  accept  of 
" ';• '  '**  v  «/  --v  -.    •,  .-..   ,...       mercy" 


mmvqr  ufmQM^y^temift^  '^Ijbftttboti  not  4fie:.]^teSi|!i]^ 
fbr.^Bj  oYen-for  poor  mo,  O  my  Father  ?**  If  .tfeJB^ebe 
tarn  m^j^'Otniwm  in  Chr>ft  to  fave  aiCyl  dapbt( Aeit 
^v»Hj9n4icbut  in  hm  I  know  thetc  is  a  fu)n<n9,or  irb* 
dufl4%lMsyf^-tf<M^v6  that  cannot  be  empoed.  ,  And) 
i40ffi§.^t  diovt^  not'  wtUing  a«  well  as  abk  ?  Hajil  thoii 
ii#t;^«fi«f^  ^7  fi<)«>  that  I  nii^ht  look  in  atiil  fej^  the 
fHttom^.o(:  ^fhovir$h  ?  yea,  I  hfav*  hear<^  tl^^oi  IP^nir 
iiiai«6f  ft>«»^i«kg  4:bward6i  loft  finni^s :  Why  the;i  i\ioyAi, 
Igo^w^  -MHlh^i^veriafting  burnkigs?  **  What  profifi 
IboftiV'  ii^  ti^re  m  my  blood  ?  The  .dead  cannot  prall^ 
f^e»::tbeyrt^at  go  down  to  the  pit:  cannot  ^efebrate  th^ 

f^oo^fitfSfi*  Is  a|;  not  better  to  make  n>e  a  fn<^d»  th^ 
ttr^fk^^'^m  o»«my  ^  h  it  not  better  that  J  Abut^  >- 
WnaJ^rf' Tnig  thy  praife,  than  live  for  ever  biaiphcrHing 
ihy.iiamtiv  ^i  JUovd,  what  fhaU  I  do  to  be  iaved^JFs  there 
BO^WminrGUeaAfor  a.jvovnded  foul?"  Is  there  no 
im^  i(^%  4iflfi^ifed  finner  ?  Is  there  iio  city  d£  refu^ 
i^ .0  pujfli^  erkniiKil •^  L*ird,  I  a^  »(kr«^- 

M^heggaftQ  the  laft  door  ibr  relief,  if  t)^ou  help  mt 
.:^^)^|>  n^iaft  jHTirifb  at  thy  tbre(ho^d,  I  can  ganb  further 
.Could'^x^  bilievingly  make  ufe  of  fiich  arguments  as 
^  th^ie^  Chrift's  pitiful  heart  would  burft  o^t  ia  midS: 
l^erctff^andfiy  to^us  a^to  the  Woman  of  Canaaiii^at. 
.7^  ^f  Q  vPKMnany great  is  t%  faiths  be  it;  to  ^ice  even  as 

7  tVUf.  jfitf  on  Sabbath  tnormng  we  Aipuld  addrefa 
G9i^\^0atc  iblemnity  and  inten{enefs>  and  with 
gn^tef^Jksngth  than  ordinary ;  Co  aifo  with  fpecial  pe- 
ttiionf^  ti^  day,  r.  Pray  for  yourfelves  that  God 
may- giTe^^  yo«;k>  hearts  and  firames  to  faa£tify  a  Sabbath 
.tjo  thoXord  }  ^at  he  may  prep^re.yonr' hearts  fpr  heatf- 
i^P  ftrf>J6)Sben  and  fenftify  ypus  memories,  go  alongft 
with  ,y(#  |to  the  faA£lna^y»  t^d  .allow  his  prefence 
^here*;  Before,  you  enter  upon  thet  public  work  of  this 
d^y^  labd^  ^^  get*  your  hearts  potfeiTed  effeftually  with 
ffhf^fe  (iri#^.:  ,/Fhat  God  muft;  work  hia  own  worl^  In 

.you  and  fjc>r  yau,  or  it  will  never  Be  done  j  and  ^thout 
hvffi  you  carv. do  nothing.?  Thai  there  is  OQ. healing  vir- 

^  ^U0.fa^the  jwafiera  of  t^e.  fanfluaf y,  mhk  the  Ang^l  of 
t^ifr  prefence  delcend  and  move  them  t  That  as  in  the 
'  firft 
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firft  cfcation  the  Spirit  ixioted  on  the  watevs,  and  thefi 
the  jirtng  creatttries  w^Te  foripid ;  fo  the,- Spirit  muft 
move  upon  the  watery  of 'prdinances,  hef9re  jibey  afti^ 
pTpdiice.^r.M)i:rieaf^  Cpilitujil  Ufe^  ^d  8i»  h^jnufl;  oiOTa  > 
upon  th^  ordinances,  and  p^c  virtue  t^  tfa$»n»  (9  he  m^ft 
'ipove  upon  .ypur  fouU  in  afitending  onth^em.;  ^mf  ear« 
neftly  then,  that  God  may  give  you  his  Sptrin  ^)  preptrft 
you  for  hearbg  of  his  Mcord,  and  to  aiEft  yoju^  isn  beairf 
ID^  \  and^  partici)larly>  that  he  may  gir^  you  .Aiieation 
to  hearken,  undctftsundio^  to  conce^vo^  w^oqi'  i»  tfH 
ply.)  iu4^€|it  to  difcern,  faith  to  believc»  joaemory  to 
retain,';and  grac^  to.praSiff  what  you  fli^U  h^ar ;.  tbat 
fo  the  word  naay  prove  iuito  you  "  the  (av^M^ir^  iife 
onto  life,"  and  not  *'  the  flavour  of  diathi  Uf|!to..  4ps|^*? 

0  pray  fervently,  tliat  it  may  not  be  ypijufMCo.ndeflma* 
tion  to  gp  to.  the  fan£tuary  every  neviF^  ijabh?^^*to  |et 
new  bands  laid  upon  you,  to  get  your  hearts fiipfje.mit 
dened^  youra&flions  more  d4?adfn.ed>  .sm4  youn  fouls 
JIain  by  the  vt^ords  of  Qod's.moii(h  i  h^%  tl^t  the  word 
fnay  be  attended  v^ith  faving  pv^.virer>  for  ,yo^v  convict 
tioB  of  fij?y  and  youx:  coniver(ioiLt«)  God  in  JeCfia  Chfift 
the  Mediator.  Be  fp  intent  lor  Chrift'st  pfefe0qi;.(ti^ 
day>;that  no  Lord's  day  may  fatisfy  yo»i  ^inthoal  th( 
Xordof  the  day*  O  what  is  the  beft  day  tjba^t::^erWM' 
wit]|iout,the  Anqient  of  days?  What  ar«  tl|c  ^vdtnia^ 
c^sof  God,  without  the  God  of  ordinances  ?.,  What 
are  the  affemblies  of  {aiots^  without  (he  Ma^etl  0£af*> 
iemblies?  What  is  a  fcrmon,  without  a  SavfOut;?  What  is 
a  comni  union  ubie,.  without  a  communion  with  God? 
What  is  a  jSabhal^h^day,  without  the  liprjl  ^f  r^^cii  Sab* 
bath  ?  Froteil  therefore  in  ahu<nbk  b^t^  a«  impoctttf 
Sute  maimer^  that  you  will  be  fatisfie^  firith  noihi^^g 
tliis  day,  without  his  pr^^cnqe  %  fay  with  Motisi  Eimd* 
xxxiii.  5*  *'  If  thy  prefence  gp  npt  ji^ith  mei  c^irry  ua  ftoc 
up  hcn^e."  And  pry  tp  him  with  the;  chiisdit  !&•  Uiv» 

1  •  *'  O  that  thou  wbuldfit  this.d^y  idid  th^  b<»A)^asl  O 
th^t  thou  wouidft  come  dOwO|  ih<<t  th^.p?04ftt6iiis  0ttghi 
fiow  at  thy  prcfcncc."  .  .        .  •  : 

2.  Pray  for  him  tbat,  difgenfeth  thC:  wovdy  that 
God  may.opeik  tOth^H;  b^ih^.door  .of,  4jttersiH:c>  sad 
a  door  ei  ^nirano^  \  ^nd.  |i«rcif#la;ly»  that-  .God  voM 

direft 
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tflwft  •hlfli^'tdtpeak  fortietliJng  that  niayiie''Malile^to 
ywsT  cafe.  •-'^Kifi  a  gr«fet  lofr  to  jonrfthe^,  as'  wdl  ias  to 
Atnifte^^^  ihW  yW  ^ay  fo  Irttf e  for  them  f  What  &  tlie 
«tofon)diat  fttuny  rimts  mMft<-rs'  arc  ftirahcrt^df  in  dell- 
vmfi  tto'lAottcfcchyoik  hearts/  ndrfpcak  cldfelfrt  your 
,  caf«M9  W  fctf^iafc  you  pray  not  for  thciti* .  Miricf  that 
fad^tHrtfatdnM^;  Ezek.  iii;  26.  wh(*re  the'S{j!tft  TAitlh  ta 
tbe'^N^ef/^  I•^*rlM•  make  tliy  tongue  cleatc  fo  'Ah 
T6Qf  d0  thy  fWutb,  that  thou  Sialt  be  dumb/  knd'ffiklt* 
jM  fcfd^W  Ihonii  a-  reprove  ^  for  they  are  a  ftijeteous 
to*.?  O^rU  hg^lnft  thl# tad  juMgmentr^aftd  ft*g'iihat 
Odd  m)iy4ddM  the  minillef*^  tongue;  and'jTO^i  word 
iiSi6»'4t<mh''  for*  you.  'Cktt  you  expert  a  ble^mg^oa, 
y^w^'fcii^y'^hcn  voii  will  not?  fo  muchag  fcek  ft  'from 
<>oa,  *y-i«^i!ig  K)r  him  thatus  to  break  thj!  breid  of 

fc^cpfttffor  *c  Whdle  congrfegation,  that  the  3abbath , 
inby>te^}d>aybf  the  Son  of  man,  and  a  day  olf  God's 
p«w«r^<inf#^efifif:- Pray  that  Chrfft  'may  mount'*  tkfe'^ 
wftli^Jiorii^  the  gofpdl,  gird  Ms  fword  on'  hh  tfil^AV 
aiidr^icte  te  tfUimph  athong  them*  5  that  the  afrbws  cif  ' 
hild|(MM^^Vly  fceibarp,  and  pierce  hcam,  ^  Be^  \}iat 


bttitn&a  lively  f^ng  to  them;  that  many  may  have  it  to' 
fayiitfilWvirfy  PW.  exii.  Jo:  *^  Thy-g^rd  hath  driSck. 
enfcAoRi.rt^Pirayihtft  God  may^thlrday  make  his  Vdrd  ': 
ai^  i<^  (Wrp  *two-edgftd  (W^rd,*  to'^diWdebetwlijtf:  fm-  * 
netHiSf^lhefr^  fins';  that  he  may-'caofc  its  'poinrprick 
theitiKtWts'ik^d  faWngly  v^imd  their  eonfciehcts^'^nd  '[ 
makeita  «d^feteh  blood  from  thekduttsryea  hiw  them ' 
in  pifse4«  IBie  Agttgi  before  the-  Lord;  ^  ftay  that*'  God '  '^ 
mayiniak^'hU  woi-d  bo^h  as  a  fire  aAd  a  hamhicrto  thV^ 
co^egQitioni'  a  (ire  ifo  kuim  up"<hc  ftubWri  of  Vheir  cor* 
ru^CM,  niMl  tf  bfammir  to  bveat  therodcs  of  their  faeai-ts 
into  pieces.     Pray  that  it-  may  be  as  thd  key  of  D^i^id; 
botkte  c^jwy^rtdilhA  tofeny  hearts  onthis  day.f  ^  ke^   . 
tolipsn-hctirayleafe^they'mayneYer'more  be  fiiut'npon  " 
CfanftiWhM  hfe^  ftand^  %nd  knocfci^'art  them ;  ahdf'^  Kfey  ' 
to  !Qmt  heartSi  fo  that  they  may  never  open -to  fin  ".nd 
Vol.  IV.  A  a  fatan 
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congwptioi^  iniiycetgfiK^  to  hear  (cniionti  9ild  pm 
up  prayers  this  4»y»  «8  if  they  wffre  the  lafft  thftt  «vfr 
they  were  tphcarorptit  »pin  thil  worl4«  And  ths* 
Zion's  King  ina|[  take  tq  hunfelf  ^i«  glprious^  .cimqiMV 
Ing  power,  99d  in  his  majefty  ride  pi^>erQ|i9y  i  a^^ 
that  he  may  mak^  the  arrows  of  bis  w<^4  **  fhsirp  It 
the  beam  of  bis  enemies^  fo  that*  the  people  may  Idl 
under  him  " 

IX.  you  cmft  take  cajre,  that  your  ftqret  praters  w 
Sabbath  qioi ning  be  e9rly  and  feafonable,  that  they  ivy^ 
ter&re  not  with  faixvIy*worfliip»  which  ought  thjs  mofw 
jiing  to  be  timeoufly  performed  before  th0  public  wofw 
flup  begin  \  for  one  duty  muft  not  juftle  with  anoiknv 
CTory  duty  is  beautiful  in  Us  feafbfi.  Aad  in  family^ 
prayer  you  muft  be  moie  folemn  and  particiUar  than  al 
idtber  6ccafion8  \  our  facrifices  this  diy  ought  to  be 
doubled*  O  it  were  happy^  if  fccret  and  family  duties 
were  our  fouls  delight  on  this  day »  and  if  we  had  fuch 
Spiritual  fluU  to  perform  them,  that  they  might  be  hdp^ 
not  hindrances  to  pyblic  ordinances. 

Laftly^  Haviog  this  morning  put  up  your  fervem  pray- 
ers to  God»  you  ought  to  look  and  wait  for  a  return  <^ 
them  through  tbe  day.  A»  wife  merchant,  that  fends  % 
&ip  to  the  lea|.  wiU  enqiure  after  her.  Prayer  brin^ 
i^xii^  food  from  ^far»  look  u  Hat  becomes  of  it*  If  yo« 
prefenta  petition  ^  a  prmce,  you  wait  what  anfwer 
will  be  returned  i  and  are  ye  not  much  more  concern^ 
ed  in  this  cafe  to  do  it  ?  If  yem  look  not  after  your  pi^fp 
^  cv»  it  is  aX^  you  bare  little  f(^fe  of  your  needs  i^ttMp 
Isnfe  of  the  burdcji  and  yoke  of  fin  \  little  fenfe  ^  the 
precioufiaefg  of  Chrift^  or  the  ei^ceilency  of  tbefejaier^ 
cits  you  have  been  fedking.  Ton  pugtu  diis  day  to  b« 
abletoiay,  as  P£iL  uv.  5.  <'  On  tl^e  do  t  wait  aU 
the  day«"  Your  fouls  (hould  be  ftili  panting  after  God 
and  the  light  of  iits  countenance,  faying,  ^*  O  that  i  maj 
Urn  day,  heboid  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  •  O  that  I  ma^ 
|e<vhis  power  and  gk)iy!  O  that  i  may  tafte  that  he  i$ 
good  I  O  that  I  may  hear  his  v^k:e>  may  bear  his  i« 
m»ffi  may  be  brought  into  the  chamber  of  piefenc^  ami 
fee  him  thioughthe  latttfii  o£  ordinances. 

If 


U  vc  troifU  i)MB  m  gnciws  return  tbk  cliy»  you 
^uft  be  looltiog  above  ordinances  and  duties  to  him, 
nrfao  is  **  the  dew  of  Ifrael,'*  and  exped  the  heavenlf 
nin  fromhimfelf^  otherwire  your  fleece  will  r^maiii 
cbry*  ^Qt  »It  tbftt  men  or  angels  can^  do.  Therefore  plead 
jlritfa  God, that  he  will  btefs  and  concur  with  the  means^ 
aad  *'  brealho  upon  your  dry  bones/'  without  which 
the  breath' of  oien  can  never  make  them  alive. 

III.    Of  Sfl/Jtmrtbing. 

As  to  the  duty  of  felf-feai chin;:,  it  is  very  neceflaiy 
M  the  Sab4>ath  Qnoming,  ia  order  to  prepare  your  foufs 
in  the  work  of  the  day. 

,  I  ]ELr<|uire  into  your  own  Kate  \  try  whether  you  be 
in  nature  or  graeei  that,  when  you  hear  the  word^  you 
may  know  what  belongs  to  you :  For,  if  you  be  igno- 
l^nt  of  your  condition,  you  may  apply  pro.nifes  for 
ibreatenings  i  conclude  for  heaycn,  when  you  are  heirs 
of  wrath ;  perAiade  yourfelvosi^  the  love  of  God,  when 
fott  are  in  a  ftate  of  enmity. 

It.  En<|U}re  into  your  particutar  neceffities,  what  are 
(hefe  wants  you  would  have  fupplied  by  the  woi^d,  thefe 
'6ns  and  lufts  you  weutd  have  llain  by  it|  what  are  thele 
,wc9ft  graces  you  would  have  ftrengthened  by  \t,  what, 
are  theie  doubts  you  would  hate  refolved  by  it^  and 
tf^fe  heart.plagues  you  would  have  cured. 

III.  Enquire  into  the  frames  of  yonr  hearts,  and  fee 
If  they  be  d^ly  qualified  and  difppled  for  attending  the 
public  ordinances* 

'  Sfffft*  Wliat  fort  of  hearts  ought  we  to  bring  with  us  i 
.^^  I.  Bring  bumble  hearts.  Confider  that  you 
arepieces  of  mean  and  vile  duit  venmring  into  the  pro- 
fiince  of  an  infinitely  glorious  God,  to  hear  the  **  voice 
of  t}xe  Lord,  that  is  full  of  ma)efiy,^^aiH)  folennity  to 
convetfe  with  himt  before  whom  the  *^  angels  vail 
Aeir  faces***.  * 

2.  Bring Toft  hearts,  that  the  Word  may  make  fome 

jmpreffion  on  them ;  for  an  arrow  (hot  againft  a.ftone ' 

.fticks  not,  but  falls  to  the  ground.     Labour  to  get  the 

.^  fallow  ground  of  your  hearts  plowed  up,  and  brokeii,'* 

A  a  2  before 
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fccfbrc  youromc  to  receive  the  ^*  feed  of  the  wofd,'* 
according  to  Hofea  x.  12*  ^  If  yoci  wduld  have  the  fei- 
low  ground  plowed  up,  you  muft  feek  the^Lord  by  fer* 
vent  aAd  heart-breaking  prayer.    ^' 

3.  Bring  hunger  and  tiiirft  with  yOii  tO'  God^  ban-* 
queti^ig  houfe ;  bring  a  deep  fcnfe  of  foul  wants  and 
neccfiities,  and  longing  defires  to  meet  with  Chrift  in 
the  ordinances :  For  he  "  fills  the  hungry-  wil^*  good 
things,  whein  the  rich  are  fent  away  empty.**  O  ifor 
the  hungry  appetites  of  God^s  children,  when  we  come 
to  God's  houfe  !  Say,  *^  O  that>  like  a  new  bom  diild^ 
I  may  this  day  defire  the  (mcofe  milt  of  the  "word  £or 
my  nourifhment !  and,  O  that,  like  a  true  child  of  my 
heavenly  Father,  I  may  love  that  milk  befi  which  cooies 
warm  from  the  breafts  of  public  ordinances  V* 

IV.  Search  intCLthcfe  lulls  and  evils  th^tt  hinder  the 
fuccefs  of  ordinances ;  caft  them  out^  and  guard  care* 
fully  againft  them.  If  you  would  have  God  this  'day 
to  hear  your  prayers,  and  Accept  of  your  fafcrifices,  you 
muft  *•  regard  no  iniquity  in  your  hearts,'*  you  muft 
throw  out  all  bofom  lufts  and  idols.  Chrift  iaith  to  you 
this  day,  as  once  he  did  to  Judas  in  ali<^er  eafe,  }ol^ 
xvin.  8  ^*  If  therefot^  you  feek  me,  let  thefeigb  their 
way  :"  Let  your  pride,  worldlinefsy  prejudice,  &c.  gd 
away ;  for  they  bar  Chrift  out  of  the  hcatf.  • 

I .  Throw  out  worldlrnefs,  and  all  thoDgfats  about^the 
world,  that  you 'may  with  your  whole  fouls  this  dky  at- 
tend upon  God :  Say  to  the  cares  of  the  worldj,  as 
Abraham  to  his  fervants.  Gen.  xxii,  "  Stay  ye  here  tiU 
I  go  yonder  to  worfhip  God/*  Suffer *not  a  vain  tho\ight 
this  day  to  take  up  its  lodging  in  your  heart,  accovAihg 
to  Jer.  iv.  14.  It  is  faid  of  Bcrhard,  that,  when  He 
came  to  the  church  door,  he  would  fay,  **  Stay  here, 
all  my  earthly  thoughts.**  Nay,  fay  this  alfo  before 
you  come  from  home*  Worldly  hearts  will  hinder  you 
from  getting  good  of  the  ordinances ;  th^y  will  make 
the  charch  like  the  market-place  to  you,  fu5  of  tumult 
and  diftra£tion;  they  will  make  fuch  a  iK)ife  and  buss- 
?:irg  in  your  ears,  that  you  cannot  hear*,  or  they  will 
jnake  you  wander  in  time  of  hearing,  as  thofe,  Ezek, 
-  '  xxx^iii^ 


xxxiir*  ji*    Nay, they  will  make  you  wc^ty  of  all  Sal>« 
batH  work,  as  thofe^  Amos  viii.  5* 

a.  Lay  aiidc  felf  coitccit,  or  a  ^ood  opinion  o£  your- 
felvesy  youT  duties  and  peffotmances ;  count  aU<(hefe 
but  ^  dung  and  lofs  for  the  living  knowledge  of  Chrift.'' 
For^  i£  you  lean  upcni;  your  prayere  and  preparatbns 
this  ilarfV  usrany  pteco  of  rightcoufnefd  before  God,  this 
will  mar  your  accefs  to  God  this  day,  and  make  the 
ordinances' {TfQvexlKy  breads  to  yoo, •• 
'  f4  Throw  out <  all:  prdudices  agsunft  minUlers,  and 
ag^iaaft  the  laws  of.Chrift^  and  with  meeknefs  lay  your 
car  and  heart  open  to  receive  inftru£lion,  faying  with 
Paul,  *f  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me>  to  do?"  and 
with  Samuel,  ^<  Speak,  Lord»  for  thy  fervant  heareth*"* 
4.  Guard  agatiift  doubtings  concerning  the  truths  of 
God«  and  myftejriea  of  .reKgion  :  Let  us  captivate  and 
fubjsfk  Tcafontb  faith,  and  deal  with  it,  as  Jo(hua  did 
"  with  the  Gibeonites'}  he  made  them  **  hewers  of  wood, 
and  drawers  of  wat^r,  fgai\  the  fervice  of  the  temple:" 
So  let  U9;m^ke  reafon  fub)e£t  to  faith>  and  ferviceable 
to  religion;  but  no  wife  fet  it  up  as  a  ftandard  for  exa- 
mining its  myfterics  by,  (ince  they  are  above  its  reach* 
■  5»  Bewate  of  erroneous  principles ;  for  thefe  will  jnar 
the  good  o£  ordinances  to  you  -,  whife- there  is  an  error 
in  the  foundation,  you  cannot  be  '^  built  up  in  the 
moft  holy  faith."  .  Chriftbidsus  "  be  wifeasfetpents-," 
and  ferpents<(tbey  fay)  whatever  injury  is  offered  to 
them^  their  |!;reat  care  is  to  prefeive  their  head.  Let  it 
be  our  great  care,  then*  not  on^y  to  preferve  our  hearts 
ited  hai^  from /fin,  but  our  heads  •  from,  error ;  efpe* 
pially  when. there  are  fofloany  faWc  teachers  going  a- 
Woad^  feeking  to  '*  peryert  the  fimple,  by  fair  words 
and  falfe  fpeeches."  -     •     - 

6.  Beware.  Hkewife  of  fchifm  andidivifioni  and  guard 
againll  chofe  who  are  inftruments  to  divide  and  fcatter 
Chrid's  Cheep*  Do  not  ftraggle  from  Chriit's  flock, 
but  abide  clofe  bj^  the^placc  where  the  good  Shepherd 

.  feeds  his  flbck,  ^*  and  makes  them  to  reft  at  noon,"  and 

do  not  **  turn  afide  after  the  flocks  of  the  companions," 

I  Gant,  u  im  . 

i  I  refer 


ifiS  H^  uSfntg  ilk  Mumb^ 

I  refer  the  handlHiff  of  the  duties  id  m^Aeft  «f  ImW 
lies,  a«  ru(:h,  till  aftervaTds  t  p^ljr,  it  ottglit  ^ht  their 
oare  early  to  call  their  families  H^thef  <»  pray  vidi 
vthern,  and  praife  God  \  and  to  eaufe  thevn  rife  d«  eulf 
thia  day  a.^  ot>  er»«  Le^  not  your  (erratitamnd'childiea^ 
wafte  away  this  morning  in  fle^p  and  idkilcftb  htit  finXk 
them  up  as  early  to  God^s  work  thisiiay#  ta  yon  do  tir 
ynur  own  upon  oth^r  days.  . 

How  blame- worthy  are^thefe  familtesi  «nA  efpeciidly 
the  n>after«  thereof^  who  on  week«days  can  rife  betimea 
to  follow  their  worldly  buiinefs,  but  on  the  Lord's  day 
do  ly  longer  in  bed  than  ordinary,  giving  themfelves  t» 
earnal  esfe  and  reft  ?  Is  tlustA  keep  holy  the  Sab|>stth# 
day,  thus  to  flcrep  and  biter  a^ay  the  iirft  and  cfaiefieft 
part,  therf  o|  ?  Is  this  the  way  to  acoompliih  the  work 
of  the  Sabbath,  to  promote  tbe  glory  of  Godj  and  carry 
on  the  work  of  your  falration  ?  AH  of  you  hurt  gipsat 
work  to  do  this  day ;  th^refinre  rife  early  t6  it»  as  tbo 
Ifraeiites  did  to  the  befieging  of  Jericho :  They,  had 
been  encompafling  ibt  eity  il^  days  before ;  bat  we  as^ 
told^  Joihua  vi.  i ;%  That  ^f  on  the  fevei^th  day»  they 
xofe  early  about  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  ^ompsfled 
the  city  (even  ttipes:^  And  fo  that  day  they  became 
snafiers  of  the  city.  And»  aocovduig  to  tha  beft  expo* 
fitorst  this  feventh  day,  on  which  tlM^  walls  (rf  Jisticfad 
feU  down,  Was  the  Sabbath*  Now,  O  Chriftiao,  ap 
the  Ifraeiites  had  the  .ftrmg  w^Us  of  Jericboi  i»  haft 
thou  the  ftrong  holds  of  fin  to  batter  down  this  dsy  i 
thou  haft  thefe  Canaasutcs  to  con^uer^  which  would 
keep  thee  out  of  the  promifed  land  :  Thef«for«  imitate 
the  Ifraelst^  and  rife  early  this  morning  to  youf 
work :  The  walls  are  thick,  your  .enemies  j9;rofig  |  if 
you  would  exped  then  to  eonc^uer  On  jlte  Sabhsth-dayt 
and  triumph  agadnftl  nif  ht,  fe^  that  you  bc^  die  fie^ 
early. 

And»  if  yon  wtwld  mafiage  the  wosk  fuocefsfully^ 
yoo  mfolL  fet  about  and  carry  it  on  conju^dlyt'  as  weU 
as  feparately ;  by  family-prayer,  as  well  as  fecret-frqr^ 
er :  And  fee  diat  all  in  the  famtly  attend  family-wotw 
fl)ip  this  morning.  Likewife,  as  occafion  oflEers»  exhort 
your  children  and  fervaots  to  prepare  themfelyes  for 

the 


A^fmUie  vwft&p  by  die  perfotniaiice  <tf  fecret  duties, 
particttlarif  re9dtfig  im4  jprayen  When  foa  are  at 
meat  tbii  mornipg^  (hew  by  your  holy  fpeeches,  that 

Sipr  wM^m  UQ^  forgetfttt  of  die  work  of  di^  day. 
wek  pUying  and  idie  talking,  both  in  duMren  and 
f&vNMh  iKidlaboar  to  engage  th^^m  by  y^ur  example* 
«9  fh^w  »  more  gmve  and  fcrioua  air  in  their  coui^e-, 
:9fince6^iia  momiag>  than  upon  other  occafiong. 

Iiiet  at  many  «f  them  a$  can  be  conveniently  fpnred* 
nceompany  you  to  the  public  ordioanoes  t  and  raffer 
none  of  them  (90  be  abfent  therefroni,  except  in  cafes 
of  necelfitf.  Remember  the  fourth  commani,  **  ThoUy 
t}iy  ikm^'  mf  danghMTy  thy  man-fenrant,  and  thy  maid- 
lerfatit»  and  all  within  thy  gHee.**  l«et  not  tt^  drefs- 
ingof  meatfpryoUi  l^eep  fervima  from  the  houfe  of 
QodUneday)  butfeeihar  you  be  able  to  fay  with 
Qi^nieiiusi  {who  feared*the  iiord  with  all  his  houfe) 
^  W^  are  all  here  prefent  before  God/'  Though 
^tttdfen  be  young,  yet  bring^them  with  you  $  for  they 
9Ste  capaWe  of  getting  good  by  the  word  fooner  than 
i^  are  await*  The  fcripture  takes  feveral  utne^  nottcft 
of  Kttie  lines  In  the  fpl^mn  aflembliesy  Oeut*  xi^x*  i  r« 
S^ra  «;  U  A£|$  aai*  5.  If  we  lay  our  children  by  the 
pool*6dei  ^9  knowD  how  early  the  Spirit  of  God  may 
hdp  ^m  in^  and  heal  them  i  ^tkc  your  families  a- 
Ipngft  widi  you  to  the  chikrch ;  leave  them  not  behind 
youy  to  come  ftraggUng  to  the  church  after  worihip  ia 
begun  I  nci(  ^{ow  them  to  drop  away  before  it  oe  end- 
ed* Thia  is  very  indecent  and  diibrderly  \  you  would 
not  allow  ^m  to  do  fo  with  refpect  to  your  work. 
If  you  wece  going  to  the  hanreflt  &jeld»  you  would  not 
fySes  ib^B^  to  cOnte  or  go  when  they  ple-afed*  No; 
you  would  obltKe  ^hem  all  to  be  ready  cimeoufly  to 
come  6>rth  togetiher^  and  fall  to  their  work  at  oikc^ 
apd  larry  till  they  ioofed  from  work  together :  And 
(hould  you  not  be  as  much  concerned  for  God's  work, 
as  far  your  own ;  ^or  ibQ  bufioe^s  of  etetaity,  as  for  the 
affiii^  of  time  ? 

Qanarmg 
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C$ncerning  our  going  to  the j  Church 
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In  the  next  place,  let  me  give  fomc  ad^ces  relating 
^o  wp  bchaTiowr  in  going  to  the  church,  .jproper- cfpc^ 
ciaflx  for  you  wKbfe  houfeslie  fomewhat  rembtefrom  ife» 
^yfijyin'gdrefled  your  fouUf  as  wcli  as  ma^  be,  tbU 
W^)ng,  according  to  the  forefaid  dircftionS;,  gp  forth/ 
vajt^Ring  over  your  hearts  and  fenfes^i  ha^yiqgthc  live** 
ly  )^jTiprej(fion  of  God'a  eyes  Upon  you,  and,  Vclieving 
that  he  takes  fpecial  notice  of  all  your  tboughtSji  words^ 
and  a£);i6ns  this  day*  . 

If  yo^u  walk  in  conn)aDy  with  others,  talc  heed  ^o 
your  words,  that  they  be  favoury  and  fuitabTe.  O  that 
people  would  guard  againft  worldly  difcourfe  in  their 
going  to  the  church  (which  very  much ;  djfcpmpofetK 
the  heart  for  the  public  worfliip)  and  would  talkof  fpi- 
rituaf  fubje£ts^  of  the  defign  and  work  of  the  day>  and 
encourage  one  another  to  it !  How  pleafant  would  thia 
be  {  TJiis  was  the  ancient  prafticc  of  God's  pcople^^ 
Zech."viU.  21.  and  we  fee  how  much  David  is  taken 
xvitl)  It,  Pfal.  cxxii.  i.  **  I  was  glad  when  they  fai4, 
unto  pe,  Let  us  go  into  the  houfc  of  the  tord ;"  jr.  d.  It . 
was ,  the  mod  pleafant  found  I  heard  a|l  the  week 
thiroil^h,  to  hear  people  encouraging  one  another  to 
atTemble  to  God's  public  worfhip,  in  God's  houfe,  upon 
God's  day.  This  to  him  was  the  moft  pleafant  journey 
ever  he  went ;  he  was  not  backward  to  it,  he  did  not 
weary  of  it :  nay,  it  was  '*  the  joy  and  lif?  of  his  foul  ;*' 
he'wi^'^Iad  of  it.  How  few  among  us  are  in  this 
fraine !  Alas !  inftead  of  it,  there  are  many  in  our  day 
gfad  of  any  trifling  excufc  toftay  them  at  home,  or  take 
thcra^'aviray  from  the  afternoon's  fermon. 

If  you  live  at  fome  diftance  from  the  church,  and  be 
try{lcd"with  tarnal  company  by  the  way,  who  favour 
npthiiij^But  the'world  J  it  is  bed  for  thf^  to  retire  trom 
them  to  tljuie  own  meditations,  left  thou  be  infefted 
"With  tlicir  carnal  and  cofupt  communications:  For  even 
a^  rcter'^  wHcrf  he  is  converfing  and  warming  his  hands  . 
witfttnc  enemies  of  Chrift,  his  heart  turns  ice  cold  and  ^ 

"V.'r   ' "*'  froxca'- 
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bczmto  Ghrift  Us  Mailer,  till  a  love-blink  from  tho 
Sun  of  rigfateou&icfs  thawed  it  again* 

If  better  meditations  offer  not  to  thee  by  the  way,  I 
ihall  furnifh  thee  with  feme*  very  fultable  from  natural 
things,  whiHi  are  objeds^  of  your  fenfes» 
.  .If  it  be  m  a  w;titer  morning^thau  goefl:  out,  when 
the  fun  is  but  rifing,  think',  if  one  fun  make  fo  bright 
a  morning,  what  a  Oiining  morping  will  that  be,  when 
Cfaiift,  ^ieh  all  his  bright  angels  and'faints,  (hall break 
through  the  clouds,  when  there  fliail  be  as  many  funs 
as  we  fee'ftftrs  tn  a  winter's  night  ?  01  (hall  I  b^one 
ofthofe  that^^  (baU  fhine  as^the  fun,  in  the  kingdom  o£ 
my  Father?" 

'  If  it  be  in  the  fpring  time,  and  when  a  pYeafant  rain 
is  failing  upon  the  graffr  and  corns,  chink,  the  Sabbath 
fhould  vbc  a  grpw^ay  for  belief ers.  This  day  God/is 
as  the  "  dew  t6  Ifracl."  O  thac  my  foul  may  "  grow 
as  the  lily,  and  rcfvivc  as  the  corn  !'•  O  that  I  may  grow 
inward  in  finccrity,  and  outwatd  in  good  wprks :  down- 
ward in  humility,  and  upward  in  heavenly  mindectuefs! 
Let- the  dodriue  of  God's  Word  th^s  day  drop  on  my 
foul,  as  ••  the  fmall  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and  as 
the  ihowcrs' upon'  the  graft,"  that  1  may  wax  taller  in 
grace,  tni  ftrdngcr  in  faith  and  love.  This  day  1  fliould 
be  **  going  ftom  ftrcngih  to  ftrcngth,"  according  to 
Pfal-  kxxir  7.  As  the  bee  is  bufy  in  going  from  flower 
to  flower,  ftill  gathering  honey  as  ihe  pafleth;  foihould 
1  this  da^y  go  from  duty  to  duty,*  from  one  ordinance  to 
another,  from  praying  to  fead^j^g,  from^ading  to  htfar- 
ing,'  ^om  hearing  to  meditating/  ftiil  gathering  grace 
and  ftrcngih  as  I  go. 

Doft  thtou  look  to  the  heavens?  Think  I  have  my^ 
Saviour  and  my  all  there  j,  there  is  the  place  of  my  ever* 
lading  abode.  S^fe  tells  me  what  the  outfide  of  it  is ; 
yet  that  fpanglcii  roof  over  mylicad  i$  but  the  pavement 
of  that  glorious  palate,  where  i  (hall  enjoy  iriy  eteroal 
Sabbath,  aiid  my  everlafting  reft  in  Chriit'.s  bofom.  O 
my  ibulj  yonder  is  Goflien,  the  region  of  %ht^.  y<?n 
twinkling  itars,  fhining  moon,  and  flamiug  fu  i,  are  b^t 
as  lanterns  Etanging  out  at  my  Father's  houfe  to  light 
thee,  white  thoa  waikeft  in  Uic  aark  ftrcets  of  the  earth. 

Vol.  IV.  Bb  Little 


2i>i "  How  i^j^^deBs  K^mng 

LHfle  dofl  thbtt  knoir  the  glory^  itrfr^  dtiii  j^|tfaits»r 
-withiti :  O  what  arc  Wfjtldlings  jocys  to  them !  0)et  iwjr 
^€ltnis  and  defires  this  day  mount  thttbef,  that  dfts 
ittSy  be  ofte  df  the  days  of  heaven  to  my-fcul !  * 
•  Again  i  think,  the  Lord  haihfpredd  outtiie  **  heaTett 
as  a  curtain/'  Pta!»  ctv.  2.  and,  ndtwithftandiiig  of  it» 
n]pid  imotion,  thi&  cuvtain  haik  coniitiue<l  ipfead  near 
tllefe  iix  tfaoufand  yearfy  and  not  one  hM  is  to  lie  ibea 
in  it'to  thU  dvy.  is  not  heaven  then  a  fafe  phcc  fbrine 
tt)  l^y  tip  n  y  treafdf e  in,  ^iiere  none  i^an  break  thnMigb 
and  fteai  it  from  me  ?  O  that  my  poftibn-aftd  ti^aftiFft 
n^ay  be  there ;  *•  ibat>  where  my  trtsifitreiG/'theie  my 
heart  nay  be  alfo  V*  *    .  i 

Deft  thotf  fee  the  clouds  ?  Think  ^n  lAvt  day  w&eii 
Chtift  wiU  rend  and  break  through  them  \  as'  he  vitvit 
vtp  triurftphing  in  a  clcud  to  heaven,  in  Hke  mannar  he 
Ihall'come  again-  Are  the  heaVetts  of  ftich  bright  andr 
pure  matter?  Think  on  the  purity  of  ^  the  inbabitaoua 
theteof.  There  is  no  ro6m,  no,  not  a  fooc-breadtb,  fof 
knpure  perfons  in  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  vrfvere  the 
gate6  are  of  peati ;  no  profane  fituier^  no  unclean  thing 
ihftll  entcf  there.  '        . 

When  thou  \ta1keft  on  the  ground,  tbink^  this'whde 
e^nh  is  but  my  Father's  fbotftool^  tfas^  he  hath  gpreti  mt 
td  ri^ead  on :  O  how  giorioiis^  ti^en  muft  his  palace  be  I 
yet  it  is  mine- in  C&ift.  Again,  this  earth  *•  hangi 
upon  nolbing^**  Job  xxvi.  ay-  O  ihall  I  be  fo  foo^iih  as  to 
bang  my  hopes  upon  that  whidi  hangs  on  UEOthing  I 
Again,  'w'Ondet  at  God's  power  and  faithfuhtefs,-  tbat| 
»otwithftanding  it -hangs  as  a  bal^iit  theair,  ^and  hath 
had  many  dreadful  ten^pefts  upon  it,  and  tetrijsle  eanlw 
qtiakcfe  i^'itbJn'if,  yet  God  h«h  kept  it  ffommovlog  out 
of  4fs  place  for  neat  diefe  bx,  thotjifand  yeats  paft*   >  - 

Doft  thbti  tread  upon  the  graft?  Ihink'/bow  Gbd 
calls  ibee  thereliy  to  remember  thyftidtnglife  a»d  wkiie!i«- 
itig  condition,  evcty  ftep  thou  ma^ft,  ih.^  xl.  6»  '^  Afl 
^  fiefh  i^  gr&ls,^'.  and  death  rs  cbming'with  \m  ibythe  to  mov^ 
down  this  graf^r  And>  tlK»ttgb  Come  grats  efcap^  the 
fi^ythe-ii^  fufmitvef,  when  it  i»  freih  and  green,  yet  the 
winter  frbft  will  widter  ic  away ^'  fo,  though  you  cfcape 
Itbe  fcytfae  of  death  in  thef  fumin^tr  of  your  youtiv  ytt 
tb^' winter  of  old  age  will  co^  and  wither  you.. 

Doft 


^Ar  Lprd'4  f>ay.  2^ 

:  S>C^  4ioi|  (Mfs  Qwr  ^  Ikile  brook  or  xivuUt  ^  .due* 
"Way  i  Tkinfc,  O  if  1  c^uld  fay  tUU  djy  with  the  Pfa,!- 
i»iAt»  Pfol  ^iti  I*  1^  *'  iU  the  hc4rt  p4r*ts  af^er  ihc  var. 
tcr  brooks,  fpjpan^Ui  «iy  foul  aftvr  ihv'c,  .0  God i. nay;. 
ibuLthirftf-th  for, Got),  for  the  living  God  ;  when  .Q^U* 
i^fiPMC  a^d  ^ppifsar  before  God  ? 

vJOoft  tHw  4?o  up  an  afccati  rWok,  tli-  ^ay  ^p  h/g^r 
i«ii  is  4ii  Vp  thj^.feilj,  P\i4.  i^xiv.  .  Lor|d^(\rirg£bea,ii)^ 
tei^limbifi^iwi^utiamting  or  fli^^^g  back*  .  O  tl).\t 
nif  foiii  thi&  4ay  may  be  atcei>diQg  to  Gad»  an4  Qpd 
Wif  be /dffcfiHfJing  to  me  I-  .  ^  . . 

U^ft  t]»Q.u  Ueh^iti  the-  f<;a.?  W^der  at  the  ^b^>g 
aod  flo>Rrio^  of  it,  and  at  God*6  ^o^ex  and  goodacfs^ 
tlisui  ietf  reika  niag  bNoi^nda  to  ic  Haw  eadjy  i^ght 
tbftt  power,  il^tfrnakes-U  to  flaw  ^o  feet,  ai«Jfe,it4aw 
^o£pct  ?  aQd;foit.iiy:QHld  oKcriow  €>vur  fc^i  towns  and 
8|^«ce»t,c4^ilt^ft  ^t'tbe .Lord's  gp0dr4£fi»  cocnmanda  it;. 
b^ak  agma  by  it$  ebbn 

•  Doft  4bQU  fc45  a  (hip  m  Oie  fea  ?  Think,  Chrift's  church 
if.iiO9t^pair£4t0L«  (}iiq»|  }^\^  wojrld  is  the  k^  through 
^bifihibe  faiU.;  beUevers  -are  the  pai!f:i|]^ra ;  God  ia 
ber  pilot  9  the  angeU  are  her  rowcr^s ;  faith/ifi  t^c  heim,). 
fa^^iSfthe  .asjctipr  3  For  a  «»aft,  Ac  ha^i,.  m,  noi^ft  *of 
Iwr,  etched. the  faving  tr/ecrof  the  crof*  5  tiie  graces  are, 
the  fails  banging  thereon  \  the  Spirit  is  the  wind  .^ba( 
fiis  ibems  )^t  Chritt  »one  is  the  bouoifi  thit  carriea 
ail  iafe  and  fare  ta  the  haven  of  eternal  reft  and  felicity, 
O  let  my  fwi  ie.;ii  up^n  no  other  bofvom.  Again^  ? Uok 
baw  n^ejrcifuily  ChoA  deiivetied  bia  ditcipie^f  When  tof* 
ied  in  ta  ^p^  o^r  the  ijpa  in  a  dark  night.  Mylbul  is  ^ 
litc)e,tinp»  oftep  re^dy  to  be.  overiwhc^»)e4  with  the 
iKsures.ot  tempU^iQnb.;  Otl)er\»  when  it  i«  in  this  dan- 
ger»  let  (He  awake  Chiiit  by  my  .pn^eirs*  Agiin,  as  it 
i$  faid^of  .the  fns|priner«  witti  refpec^  to  hifi  ^hip»  that  he 
£^iU  aWays  within  fopr  inches  of  death  \  io  it  may  be» 
ibid  of  the  foal  in  reialiop  to  th^  body,  <hat  it  lives  AiU 
wiihio  fvttr  in^iies  of  eterioity.  If  thefe. earthen  veifels* 
bii^k  th^n  our  foui^  are  immediately  let  a  drift  i^iito, 
the  banklef^  and  bo  tomlefs  ocean  of  eternity.  Loid  let. 
9^t  909  foul  iaui^ch  ottt  into  that  deep»  whiic  ^  am  un*. 
Qi^aiii  wheth<Qr  it/mkpr  fwim« 

B  b  a  Doth 


104  How'toJ^eiudd^  Moif^ng; 

Ddth  Jt  rtm  upon  thee  wh«e  Ae*  firn  \if  ihinifig  ? 
Think,  ff  the  fun  of  God*s  tountenanbe  (tkit&b  on  me,  I 
may  welVbe  content  to  be  wet  witb  tbmt  rain  of  afflio-* 
tion :  This  eafiiy  doth  cennterbalatice  any  trdut^le  whaft- 
foeveir.'*  '"        *  ''  •  m  •  j     -j     •,   .• 

Art  thou  drawing  ttcar  fo  the  churdi  ^  Hien  fniit'iip 
fo^e  fthrtxiX  ejaculation  and  prayers  fdrGckl'sbieflkig 
and  pr^fence.  Say»  as  Abraiham's Tervant  did)  wbeii  Ik 
came  to  the  wdl  of  water^ncar  the  city,  Gcnf-  xtvr.  i«- ' 
^  O  Lord  Gcd,  I  pray  tht*e  fend  me  good,  fpe^d  cMs 
day.'*  "  Let  mc  nor  mjfs  my  err^d ;  let  ft  be  the  d«y 
when  falvation  (hall  come  to  my  heart  and  houfe^  let  It 
be  the  d<iy  of  my  new  birth,  the  day  whieti.my  Kani 
heart  will  be  btoken  -,  let  it  be  a  day  to  be  had- in  ever- 
lafting  remembrance.  As  I  am  dr.jri*^tng'mgb'fothy 
houfe>  Lord,  draw  nigh  to  my  foul,  and  let  meihave  a 
meeting  with  thee  this  dap  As  thou  art  to  kno^k  at 
the  doors  of  my  foul  by  the  hammer  of  thy  wdrdtbts 
day^  Lord«  conie  and  make  pattent.dpor^  for^hyfei^attd 
command  thy  loving- kindnefs  to  break  in4  .  Lord/  (qttn 
my  eyes,  that  I  nrjay  fee  the  wonders  of 'thy  law;  bp^n 
my  cars,  that  I  may  hear  the  charming  voieeT-ofthe^Sf^n 
of  Gbd ;  open  my  heart,  that  the  king  of  gioiy  may«li« 
ter  in  *,  ana  oprn  my  lips,  that  my  niomh  may  4hcw 
forth  thy  prajft,'*     ^  '     -  •  ^    . 

Doft  thcii  come  within  light  of  the  churoh  ?  Lei^'thy 
heatt  rejoice  to  fee  Jcrufatem  a  qtiietr^habitationy  Md 
pray  that  God  mayftill  **  create  a  cloud  of  4tfciflce tip- 
on  every  dwelling  place  in  mount  Zion,'  tn^  \t^wix\ 
her  afflmTjiies  j"  ind  that  •«  the  mouhtairt  of  the  hbtVs 
houfe  may  be  etahed  above  all  mountains?^  '  Weoif^t 
to  be  much  concerned  fbr  the  chutch>^  and  '^  prefer 
Jerufalem  above  our  diitf  jdy."  *  Let  u*  do^  in^^a-fpnTi* 
tuaf  way,  what  Simbn  Mactab^us  did  til  afiafutKl^  ^4lo» 
with  three  years  labour,  took  down  the  tcp  of  tfie  moUnt 
Acra  in  Jerufalem,  that  no  hi4l  there  mf!ghf  eoitspetean 
'  height  with  the  temple  cf  God  :  So  let  ^  9au^  -the 
great«(t  mountain  of  f:;cular  intereft  vail  to  the  mouia* 
tain  cf  the  houfe  of  tbfe  Lord.  •  ^  - 

Do  you  iit  a  poor  man  begging  by  the  way  ^  Let  it 
9^s^^en  your  gratitude  and  thankfuhiefsy'tbac  youaro 


n^iii-hUiDtrffi^  and  he  iiiv yours ;  and  that  you aT;9^ot 
l>efgii»^«ff!»m<  himg  inftcad  of  his  b^g|;ing  firom'ycHi^. 
B€iTW»)|.  bDW  jfuponuaate  fome  beg;gars  are;  wj^i 
iii^ba*waarro<ai|d.ieeli]:^exprt'ffions  do  they  plead  ?  tj\ej 
uncover  their  fores,  and  (hew  their  maladies,  aod.uic 
vil  nKtinsdb  to  move  our  coiTApailioDs  ;  when  we  think 
toi|)«it.them  off  .vithexcnfes  or  refufals,  yet;  diey  foV- 
Ww  its^  and  by  their  importunity  draw  an  alms  from 
us : .  Then  <hink  wjth  yourfelvcs,  O  why  do  not  I  thus 
with  God  f  why  am  I  fo  carelefs  in  feeking  an  aJq[is  of 

\«ercy  from  him  >  is  not  my  need  greater  th^an  2u|y 
beggaifs  ?    is  npt  the  alms  1  am  feeking  far  better/    is 

taol  the  fulnefs  and  pity  of  ^e  Giver  infinitely  nripre  f 
ftftd  ftiall  i  be  fo  formal  and  lifelefis  in  prayer^    It^was 

vi^oodcounfeiof  one^  that  bade  people  learn  to  pray 
ofbi^gars.     ,. 

As  it  ky  cmt  of  the.  duties  of  this  day  to  make  collec* 
tfonsy.  and  beftow  aims  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  fo 
you  fliould  t^ke  heed  that  you  peiform  this  duty  in  the 
light  maiiner }  that  you  do  it  not  for  the  praife  of  men, 

-but  foi^  the  glory  of*  God.     Pray  that  your  alms  maybe 

.iferfumed  by  the  incenfe  of.  Chriil's  merits,  that  they 
la^y  be  *  **  fwect  fmeliing  facrifice.  unto  God ."    Woujd 

*  you  iiaye. a  bountiful  alms  from  God  this  day  ^  then 
give  liberally  to  his  poon      Remember,  Chrifts  eye  is 

*  upiMiiycu^  and.ngticeth  from. heaven  what  everjjone 
callir,ipto  his  poor  this  day^  a$  wbll  as  h^  noticeq.  the 
popf  widow's  c?fti|ig  in. her  two. mites  into  the  jVeafgi/y, 

^  mhfiSk  he  was  here  upOUveaxth.  .  .XhQ^gh  ypu  have  not 
s»u^h  to  youjielf,  y^t  you  are  boupd  to  give  fomewhat  5 

-<Mid»«if  it  be.giveain  fmcerityi  <pgd  will  gracipufly  ac- 
cept of  il>  thoMigh  it  be. hut  two  mites*     But, fi^r.e  this 

.,.wUi  oeirer  bre^k  ycu,  nor  waftc  your  fubftance,  but  ra- 
liier  inoi^afe  it,  4n4  obtain  a  b^effing  thereon.     I  pity 

.  thofe  jppiifcrablc  periops  who  want  npt  money  to  .tipple 

.;  and.  #ink  with,  but  yqt  haYe«none  to.  b^llpw^upon 

>/G^'e»,^09r.    -  :..,.;  y  { 

DireBions  concerning  thiPuhlk  Wp^fiij^     ,,  ; 
^  i' J  pr^jeecd  to  tbe^fccond  thing  pn)pof<ed^  J^^^ls  nc- 
'^  ceiiiry )  to  >bec  done  tin  .^time  of  puUic  mptQ^^^  jipdir^l^en 
* '  We  enter  into  the  church* 

I.  "  Keep 


,  h  ^  Keep,  thy  Copt  when  thou,  gdeft  into  the  ]vN6» 
o£  Ct  d,"  EccLv.  i.  e  Look  to  youT  affcdHoos,  mhidkk 
ate  t!  e  feet  of  the  fgul,  by  which  totn  go  to  God,  and 
walk  or  convcr(e  with  hiai^  Firmly  be&ve,  aod  con* 
ftantly  remember,  that  God's  jeyc.is  very  much  on. your; 
behaviour  while  you  art  m  his  houfe^  Th«rclbre  in  the 
taWrnackj  which  was  the  place  of  pabHc  worftup,  it 
was  commanded,  Exod.  xxv  37.  <<  Thou  (halt  makflt 
fjeren  lamps,  and  they  ihall  li^t  the  lamps  that  they, 
may  give  light  V  to  teach  us,  that  nothing  there  Jcould' 
e&apc  God's  fight  y  for  in  his  houfe  there  waa  always 
Jight*  Yoa  cannot  fin  in  fecret  there,  for  there  are 
feven  lamps  to  difcover  your  mifcarria^s  in  the  JLord'^ 
houfe.  And,  when  the  temple  fucceeded  the  tabeman- 
cle^  God  fays  of  it,  1  Kings  ix.  3.  **  Mine  eye  fhaili^ 
there  perpetually."  God  hath  an  eye,  i«  of  Obferva^ 
tion,.  Jrr.  xvi.  1 7.  to  notice  virith  what  fincerity  and  live* 
Hnefs  you  offer  your  fervices  and  performances*  a*  Aa' 
eye  of  good  will,  Amos  ix  4.  to  approve^uad  iidefs  yoUy 
if  you  worChip  him  fincerely  and-faithfully.  .3.  Aaeye 
of  indignation,  Jer«  xxk  lo.  to  bring  wrath  on  you,*  i£ 
"^  you  approach  God  irreverently,  worfliip  him  careiefsiyt; 
and  profane  his  day.  •  Now,  you  may  be^afliired  of  .it^ 
ihat  God  is  as  jealous  of  his  courts  under  the  gofjpelA 
as  he  was  under  the  law,  and  doth,  take  fpeciai  notioe 
of  his  {leople's  behaviour  there  \  for  he  tells  us,  ^^  Where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  in  his  name,  he  is  in  the 
midft  of  them,"  Matth*  xviii.  ao. 

As  you  ought  to  have  a  lively  fenfe  of  God's  oidoi* 
fcience  virhen  you  enfer  God^s  houfe,  fo  you  ought  to 
have  awful  impredions  of  God'«  greatnei^  into  t whole 
prefence  you  come,  and  a  deep  ienk  of  your  vilencfa 
and  unworthinefs  to  appear  before  him>:  And.  there* 
fore  be  putting  up  ejaculations  t^  God  for  acceptances 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  I  do  not.  mean  that  you  (hould:  ftand 
up  (as  fome  do)  to  private  prayer  in  a  public  way,  as 
the  Fharifees  did  of  old  in  the  (ynagQgues,  -to  ^e  teca 
of  men,  for  which,  our  Saviour  reproves  them,  Mat« 
\u  5-  6.  telling  us,  that  (pctet  prayer  ihould  be  per. 
formed  in  a  fecret  manner :  And  far  lefs  (hould  dbis 
be  pxa£tiiied  C^s  fome  do)  when,  the  cougrpg^tion  ia 

employed 


mk|»toytd  m  tulief  #orOiip :  for  fhiB  were  a  eo<nfo«nd- 
ifUg  df  worAtp,  and  unacceptable  to  Und  who  is  the 
^Cod  of  order,  and  »  pliiiniy  reprored  by  die  apoftle; 
I'Coi^  nivi  Ahsi  it  is  to  be  fufpe£^ed  of  many  that 
ii0  fo,  that'tfaefe  are  aB  the  prayers  they  ufe  on  Sabbath 
ndrtAngi  fer^  preparing  tfaemfelres  or  their  families  for 
ihe  jfMiiblic  Worfhip.  But,  if  you  come  in  before  wor- 
^p  be  bc^mi,  it  19  very  pit>per  you  have  your  private 
i^aeoJalioiis,  and  be  Kfring  up  your  thoughts  to  heafen 
in  a  pritate  tnanrrer  9  and,  whc;n  you  are  fet  down  ih 
j^ut  feats,  fee  if  you  be  a^Ie  to  give  a  fatbfying  anfvj^er 
to  thatqueftion  the  Lord  put  to  the  prophet,  i  Kings 
»x.  13.  **  What  doft  thou  here,  Elijah  ?"  Cart  you  fay, 
*^  Lor^f  I  hate  come,  at  thy  command,  to  the  place 
wtere  thy  honour  Swelleth,  to  tibe  place  where  thou 
vftft^'tryft  with  thy  people,  diat  \  might  meet  with 
thee*,  smd  get  a  glimpfe  of  thy  countenance ?*  AUs  ! -it 
k  mvKk  te  be  regretted,  that  many  come  to  chtnrch,  they 
cannot  teH  for  what  end,  Iik6  thofe  Ephefians,  mentioned 
Ai&asix.  3a.-U  The  more-part  knew  not  wherefore  they 
were  €ome  together.*'  They  eomc  for  nothing,  and  they 
ordinatiiy  go  away  with  nofhiiig^ 

^«Buraa  for  you>  whofe  errand  ii  to  meet  with  God; 
afid  get  4^cl»*ning  to  your  fouls,  look  to  the  framei  of 
fom  hearts/ fet  yooifchres  to  hear  God's  word,  and  join 
in liis worihip  with  great  rereience  and  fear-,  confider, 
not  duly  mihifters  (God's  ambafladors)  are  prefent,,  but 
the  glorious  angels  arc  prefent,  nay,  the  God  of  angels 
>himfelf  is  prcfent;  Ihcrcfore  fay,  as  Jacob  did  of  Bethel, 
©en.  xrrin.  16,  17.  "Surdy  the  Lord  is  in  this  place. 
Bdw  dreadful  is  thiaplacc  I  This  is  none  other  but  the 
htwfc  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven."  In  every  part 
of«6od^s  Worniip,  this  day,  whether  finging,  praying, 
having,  partaking,  fibudy  to  behave  as  one  that  believes 
hiiiafifted  in  the  prefcnce  6f  the  all-feeing  God,  as  one 
itetri^  working  for  his  immortal  f6al,  as  one  that,  with- 
'  lift  a  few  days,  (hall  enter  the  gates  cif  death,  and  render 
an  account  at  the  bar  of  the  great  Judge  of  the  world. 

H.  Study  to  be  at  the  beginning  of  worihip,  that  you 

ma/y  te  able  to  fay  with  Cornelius,  Acis  x.  J3.*  "  Now 

«fe  ftfe  alt  here  prefent  before  God,  to  hear  all  thirfgs 

•'  -  that 
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diat  arc  commanded  th^c  of  •God.*'  Think"  not  tha* 
you  are  in  time  tf  yoii  win  to  the  le^ure  or  fennoiiy 
though  you  mifs  the  prayers  that  went  before^  fdr^  if 
yon  GnfuUy  mifs  thefe^  you  have  no  groand  'to  cxp^& 
good  by  the  whole  day's  preaching,  fince  it  -is  by  the 
m^ans  of  the  public  prayers  that  the  v/oM  is  fandified 
to  you,  and  you  are  prepared  for  it ;  and  what  good  can 
the  word  do  you,  if  God  biefs  it  not  to  you  ?  and  how- 
can  you  look  for  the  bleflin^,  if  you  come  not  to  ie^k 
it  ?  It  is  not  the  way  to  profit  by  one*  ordinance)  to  nc- 
g(e£l  another*  To  be  late  of  coming  is  ofit'rtitre  to  Gocl» 
'  tumbling  to  ferious  Chtiftians,  and  injurious  to  youi^ 
own  fouls.  Alas  !  upon  what  fmail  and  frivolous  ex^ 
cufcs  do  many  ftay  back  from  the  pubKc  worfliip,  or 
linger  in  coming  to  it  ?  A  little  buiinefs,  a  Hctle  raiiit 
fnoiTi  or  cold,  wjU  detain  them  from  the  meant^of  fak 
ration.  Tou  that  cannot  bear  the  word,  or  come  in 
time  to  God's  worihip  for  ^  little  cold  now,  conBder 
what  an  alteration  there  will  be  in  hell  5  there  it  will  be 
hot  enough,  and  you  (hail  not  have  liberty  of' hearing. 
iJid  the  cold  hinder  you  ?  There  the  heat  (hall  punilh 
you  for  it.  Doth  a  little  rain  or  fhowkcep  you  at  home^ 
when  Chrift  is  calling  you  to  receive  him  ?  How  then 
will  you  endure  that  horrible  teinpeft,  which  he  ^U 
rain  on  gofpel-flighters,  even  a  flood  of  kindled  brim- 
ftone'that  wil  never  ccafe  nor  quench,  - 

III,  \yhen  you  firft  fee  the  minifter  this  day  in  the 
pulpit,  think,  ♦*  O  how  welcome  {hoold  I  make  him 
that  bringcth  glad  tidings,  even  the  news  of  reconci- 
liation to  a  perifliing  worid  ?  Lord,  how  grcfat  is  thy 
clemency  to  us  this  day,  in  fending  thy  ambafladors 
with  an  olive-  branch  of  peace,  and  not  a  trunnpet  of  war 
in  their  mouths  ?"  Confidcr  our  reiterated  rebetliona. 
and  provocation?,  it  might  have  been  expedted  we 
ihould  have  had  a  feaiful  meflajre  fent  us,  hkc  that  of 
t  e  flying  angel,^  ReV.  viii  ult.  **  \Vo,  wo,  wo  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,"  &C.  But,  inftead  of  thii>,  we 
have  the  facet  mcll'ge  in  Ifa.  Iv.  i.  tenewed,  **  Ho, 
'every  one  that  thiffteth,  come  to  the  waters,  and  he 
that  na\h  no  money,  come,  buy,"  8cc.  and  thatm  ver.  7. 
*'  Let  the  kicked  forfake  his  v^ay,  and  the  unrighteous. 

man 


Hi^  hi«  tlvt^ughts,  uAdlet^hk^  Teturii^nt9,,t|ie;Yl^^ 
said  be  wiU  b^kife  QH^cy  upoOf  bin),"  &i^.  That.  i&,f  joy-, 
fnl  ipund,  f .  |iaw  Uh^  (hall,  w^  e£(«|>e^  if  ire,  nlfj^eq;. 
fy^ztbi\y»tm^V'  ^,  .»  .  '.  ■  .  u.:/.  ^-/, 
.IV«  Stud;  $abc  ckyoiitaiiHl  i^v^erend  ijp  ^^,^2^^ 
WOfihipi  bo^  as  to  tbo  frame  of  your  i)QJi)|d^  ajncj^g^ftur^. 
ol  youf;  bp^y.  It  was  a  good  advice  p£  f>nc,  /or  thi$. 
€94»  **  TiXfi^\Ji^,ej€  on  the  minift^rt  yout  ea|r.oi>;tb4 
wc>r4rj9n4  yoiM'  heatt  p^  God/'  Aw^  yo^r  hearts ^nto 
ahol3hreve,ren^ei^by^wing^  the  ho)mrfa  and  poiwejr  of 
that  Qed  whc^oi'  ye  worfii^,  and  revolving  hi&  titles;  of 
Bs^aj^fty;  fe-d^dthc  Pfalmit^,  Pfat  bixxix.  6.,  7.  8.' 
"  Who  W/hdaveo  can  be  con^par^d  to  the  Lord  ?.  &c. 
Oqd  is^  greasy  to  be  feared  i^  the  aifembly  of  his,^ints, 
&^*:  .QIiprdGodof  hofta^  who  is  a  .firing  Lofd  like 
imtQ  thee  i  ^-  Make  a  oov^ant  ?vit^  yoi^r  eyes,'*  that 
they  gfkz^  net  about  ipf  fpyii^  your  ne^hbciirs  cloatbs . 
aa4.  gc;fture.8»  A  gadding  eye  is-.the  tes^y  way  to  inako 
a  ,wax|derj;ng  h^rt.  The  devil  hath  many  objects  tq 
tempt  and  divest  us  *>  firft  men  let  loofe  their  eyes^  and 
theii  away  goea  the  heat(.  Make  a  covenant  with  youir 
eyes  this  daj»  that  they  t»eitber  ihut  with  fleep,  nor  wan- 
der ^ter  T9mt|«  Though  bodily  ferviqe  without  the 
heaft  pio^efh  littlej^  yet  the  wqrQiip  oi  our  bodies  is  not 
to  be  .wholly  Righted  -y  God  h^th  a  right  to  the' adoration 
of  our  bodies  as  well  as  our  foulss  for  Chrlft  fufFered  foi 
both,  I  Cor.  vi,  20.  Axui  yife  find  Chrift  and  the  fainta 
in  the  fqripture  u&ng  reverent  geftui;es  in  prayer.  I  dare 
not  pcecii(s4y  r^&iri&  people  to  any  ojk^  particulai  gefture 
in  public  prayeif  ^eith^  defire  I  \f>  lay  more  ftreU  upon 
geituref  than  they  wdl  bear,  fince  1  know  communion 
with  God  may  be  obtained  in,  aay  .g^fture  ^  yet  1  muft 
Qrwn».that  it  is  tl>e  unhappy  efFe£t  of  our  contention  a« 
bout  geftures,  that  fome  ferio^s  pcrfons,  who  have  a  de« 
vout  ^efpe£l  to  God  ,and  holy,  tbiogs,  do  yet  feera  more 
iri!everent  in  their  outward  curtage^  than  iome  who  are 
%s^g.era  to.  the  p^wer  of  godlinefs  and  immoral  iii  their 
convevfatiops^  I  know  thefe  plfi,ce;  aljL  t^eir  religion 
ia  out  ward  gei^i^rea  «nd  form^  and  go  no  further  j  yet 
this  warrf^nis  none  to  run  to  the  other  extren^ei  to  de^ 
^ife  a^  decent  g|^  ^pwt  geftmfe.  If  weakiaefs  oi  nature 
yoL.lY.  Co  require 
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require  a  perfon  to  fit  in  time  of  public  prayer,  I  do  no^ 
quarrel  it,  but,  when  no  juft  caofe  can  be  pleaded  for 
it,  I  cannot  fay  that  it  is  a  fuitaWe  praying  pofture  at 
public  worfliip,  A  lazy  flug^ifh  pofture  in  ptayer  tends 
to  bring  oh  ileep  and  drowfinefs,  and  makes  us  forget 
what  we  are  about ;  whereas,  when  we  ftaiid  up,  and 
iiniverfally  change  our  pofture  when  public  prayer  be- 
gins, it  helps  to  awaken  people  to  think  upon  thefolcmn 
addrcffes  they  are  making  to  the  great  Grod.  Only  let 
us  tak^  care,  that  there  be  no  vanity,  felf-conceit,  or 
affcflation,  in  the  pofturcs  of  our  bodies  at  virorfliipl 

V.  Come  to  hear  the  word  with  a  fincere  purpofe  to 
obey  it,  and  comply  with  the  whole  will  of  God  with- 
out referve,  be  it  pleafant  6r  harfli  to  nature  ;  be  ready 
to  perform  every  known  duty,  and  part  with  every 
known  fiii,  be  it  as  dear  as  your  right  hand^  or  right 
eye.  It  is  not  enough  to  fay;  We'  arc  all  prefent  to 
hear  the  ferhion  ;  but  you  muft  fay,  with  Cornelius  and 
his  company,  Afls  X.  **  We;  are  prefenc  to  hear  all 
things  comnianded  us  of  God/*  Arid  iri  a  fpecial  man- 
ner you  muft  be  ready  to  hear  and  obey  his  **  great 
command,  of  believing  oh  the  name  of  his  Son,**  which 
is  the  great  end  of  preaching  and  hearing.  Wherefore, 
when  Chrift  knocks  by  his  word  at  tlie  doot  of  your 
heart,  be  ready  to  open,  and  welcome  him  in  with  joy  ; 
fay  to  him,  as  Laban  to  Abraham's  fervaht,  Gen-  xxiv. 
31.  *^  Come  in,  thou  blefl<l:d  of  the  Lord;  wherefore 
ftandeft'thou  without  ^^  Though  alas  I  cannot  fay  what 
follows,  "  I  have  prepared  the  houfe,  yet^Lord  come  in 
and  prepare  it  for  thyfelf :  And  though  •*!  be  unworthy 
that  thou  (houldft  come  under  my  roof,**  yc(  a  word 
from  thee  can  cleanfe  and  repair  die  houfe,  yea,  and 
"  prepare  an  upper  room^  for  thyfelf  j  *^  Lord,  fpeal^ 
the  word  and  it  (ball  be  done.'* 
•  VL  Give  clofe  attention  to  the  word.  God  loofe^r  you 
this  day  from  the  world,  that  you  h^ay  "  attend  on  the 
Lord  without  diftraftion/'  i  dor.  vii.  35.  Attend  diiii 
day  to  what  your  Lord  faith  to  you,  as  men  who  believe 
that  every  Sabbath  and  every  fcrmon,  that  evefy  ptay- 
cr  and  exhortation^  ev^y  call  and  offer  of  "^  gr^ce^ 
bring  you  a  ftep  nearer  heaven,  or  nearer  hell  \  neare^ 
.:  ..  .   ,.  .'.....  to 
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tq  the  inanfions  with  Chrift,  or  to  a  dwelling  with  derils  % 
aiid  that  endlefs  eternity  depends  upon  your  attentioxi 
to  God's  word.  HOw  attentively  would  a  condemned 
rebel  hearken  to  his  prince,  every  word  being  either  life 
or*death  tohim  !  Confider,  it  is  matter  of  life  and  deathi 
to.  you,  yea,  your  life  through  all  the  ages  of  never  end- 
ing eternity  ;  your  life  depends  6n  right  hearing,  Drutl 
xxlii.  47.  And  will  you  not  take  head  ?  You  would 
have  God  attentive  to  your  words  in  the  time  of  yout 
diftrefs,  and  will  you  not  be  attentive  to  his  words  iii 
the  time  of  your  health  ?  Oould  a  minider  tell  you  how 
jrou  ought  acquire  a  good  eftatCi.  or  where  you  might 
find  a  tich  treafure,  you  would  hearken  to  that ;  bur; 
for  an  inhefit^nce  or  treafure  in  heaven,  many  thiilk  it 
not  wojrth  their  while  to  notice :  Is  riot  this  ail  argu« 
ment  of  ftrong  carnality  and  athelfm  ?  O  If  we  could 
imitate  Qhrift's  hearers,  Luke  xix.  48.  it  is  faid,  **  They 
were  ^  vety  attentive  to,  hear  him ;"  the  word  attentive 
according,  to  the  original,  may  .be  rendered,  They  hanged 
en  hifn^  or  Xhey  hanged  their  ears  at  Chrijfs  ftps  I  Let  us, 
la  like;  manner^  hang  upon  Chrifl  in  hearing  of  the 
wordy  even  as  the  child  doch  upon  the  breafti  or  as  the 
bee  uppn  a  flp.weJv     .  \ 

Xhere  is  i^othing  that  fatan  aims  at  more,  thati  to  di^ 
yttt,  yoi^t  9titent>on.in  time  of  hearing  the  word.  Thi^ 
exi^my  of  your  fouls  is  bufy  every  day  laying,  fnares  foi' 
you>  .feeking  your  ruin  :  But,  O  how  aftive  is  he  every 
Lord's  day  •  The  devil  is  (till  firft  at  church ;  the  child* 
i^jen  of  God  never  gather  together,  but  fatan  is  among^ 
them :  And  his  ^reat  defign  is,*  to  render  this  engine  of 
the,)word  fruitlefs,  becaufe  by  it  the  Atong  holds  of  his 
kingdonpi  have  been  battered  and  broken  do^^n.  Now^ 
the  way  he  finds  mod  fuccefs  is,  by  tempting  our  eyes 
and  thoughts  to  wander,  in  order  to  keep  Ui  from  being 
attentive  in  time  of  hearing.  O  then,  if  we  w6u!d  have 
the  word  to  pioBt  US|  let  us  watch  againd  fatan's  temp- 
tations^and  fuggcdions;  let  us  guard  againlt  wander* 
\^%y^^^^V^^y  aiowfrncfs,  or  any  thing  that  may  bin- 
der  ouf  attemi^n.  .  And  for  tliofe  that  can  write  quick* 
ly,  to  write  down  the  heads  of  the  fermon  in  time  of 
hearings  is  by  fome  reckoned  a  good  mean  to  engage  the 
C  c  2  atte^cion^ 


attentian,  prey  est  dww&nek,  znd^hti^*  Hie  inemofy 
ift^jrwards;  and  fomc  have  found  it  Terf  re&eflriiig 
aiid  edifying  a  ioog  time  after,  to  be  looking  over  what 
they  hd4  written.  But  efpcciaiiy  it  is  propcf  for  your^ 
j^pie  to  learn  and  ufe  this  way  of  writing. 

VIL  In  a  fpecial  manner,  take  heed  to  the  word  tjiat 
fuits  yourcafe,  and  moft  concerns  your  fe&l;  particalav- 
}y  to  tliat  word  that  discovers  the  (infulnefe  and  Tik^ 
ncfy  of  a  poor  fdul  by  nature ;  and  10  that  word  ^tt 
points  out  the  mifery^of  the  unbclieYeiry  and  that  (hews 
the  weight  of  thofc  curfos,  the  terror  of  ^at  wrath*  and 
feverity  of  divine  juftice,  to  which  he  is  hourly  €xpofed  ; 
9nd  to  that  word  that  fets^ut  fin  in  its  bbck  and  bloody 
colours  ;  to^that  word  that  (hews  yoc^  inrilility  to  hdp 
yourfeliiout  of  y^r  tniferable  (tate ;  to  that  word  that 
dilqovers  your  need  of  Chrift,  a|id  his  excdlkney»  fitneft 
and  fuitablenefs  for  you ;  and  <q  that  word  that  coines 
clofe'  home  to  your  conicieace,  and  t^eUs  yoUi  as  Nathan 
did  Davidy  **  Thou  art  die  man/'  thou  art  the  poor  iofl: 
finner  thatia  condemned^  and  for  §w(St  ^undotief-with-^ 
out  C^rift*  Take  heed  to  tiuitword  tliatpotnis  out 
your  particular  fins,  your  pvedominate  ltt(U  end  idols  s 
take  with  the  charge,  and  cry  out,  Unciianp'  untietm* 
While  hearing  the  word,  yoo  ought  td' place  yoiir-Cinst 
and  efpecialiy  your  darling  iufts,  in  the  fioM^f  the  bi^* 
tie  (as  Uriah)  purpofely  to  be  flain,  and-  (ay,  **  Lord* 
let  the£i  fmooth  ftones  taken  out  cf  tht  brook  of  the 
fan^iuaxy  he  thrown  by  fo  fl^ful  and :powerfut>  hand, 
that  they  may  fmk  deep  into  the  foreheads  of  thefe 
unclrcttmcifed  ones,  to  their  utter  ruin  anddeftrudion.*' 
And  O  it  were  happy,  if,  while  the  word  doth  touch 
our  fins,  our  hearts  wree  nieltcd  l^e  Fetfer*e,  and  moved 
t30  go  home  and  weep  bitterly.  :  O  what  reafon  hate  we 
tip  weep,  when  we  hear  of  the  houndlcia  roercy  whieh 
we  have  dcfpifed,  the  matchlcfs  mifsry  whidi  we  have 
defervedv  the  infinite  loye.  which  we  have  abufed,  and 
the  righteous  law  which  we  have  tranigreflcd ! 

VIU.  Mix  your  hearing  with  faith,  u  e.  beiiev^ 
I.  That  it  is  God  who  fpeaks^  the  word  i»  his,  and 
not  man's.  ^  2.  That  he  fpeaks  to  you  in  pardclar,  as 
if  he  mentbned  you  by  name  and  firname.    Put  not 
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fef)roof8  «tid  thrcatcnifyr«  by  yonrfclrcs,  artd  fay,  They 
belong  to  y<mr  neighbour,  and  not  to  yoti ;  for  this  is 
a  dangerous  ftratagetn  of  the  devil  againft  your  fouls. 
But  let  evefy  man  open  hii?  ear,  and  hear  what  the  Spirit 
.  faith  to  him,  and  -apply  the  w^rd  particuWly  to  him* 
fclf;  for  the  bcft  plaifter  that  ever  was  made  up,  can 
do  no  good  titilefe  it  be  applied.  3.  Believe  that  what 
iStit  Lord  fpeaks  te  you  by  his  word,  k  true  aod  ter- 
(atn  :  that  his  doftHne  is  holy^  and  his  Isw^  juft :  that 
his  mreatenings  will  be  ftriAly  executed,  and  nis  proml* 
fes  faithfully  accoitipUfhed-  It  fa  for  want  of  faith  that 
die  word  doth  not  profit*  If  but  as  much  credit  were 
given  to  the  divine  teftimony  and  word  of  God,  as  we 
givt  to  human  teftimony  and  the  writings  of  men,  die 
word  would  have  more  fuccefs  and  efficacy  tlian,  alas ! 
St  hath  on  the  moft  part. 

IX.  Lay  up  what  you  hear  in  your  hearts  and  me- 
moiies,  Mid  be  at  all  pains  to  retain  it ;  for  the  deril, 
like  the  fowls  of  the  air,  is  al  hand  to  (hatch  away  the 
feed  of  the  word  as  foon  a&  it  lights,  if  we  be  Mh  care* 
fuft  to  hide  it  in  our  hearts*  Therefore  it  is  a  |ood 
help  in  time  of  hearing,  to  be  often  recalling  and  re'- 
peating  the  heads  of  what  has  been  fpoken  in  our  minds  ; 
for  when  we  hear  a  head  but  once,  and  think  no  mote 
tipon  it  titl  the  ferttion  be  done,  we  aire  fair  to  lofe  it. 

X*  Join  cordially  with  the  congregation  in  finging 
the  praifes  of  God.  This  is  a  heavenly  duty,  pteafant 
to  God,  and  profitable  to  yourfelves  :  therefore  be  con. 
fcientious  in  the  performing  of  it :  "  Sing  With  under« 
ftanding,^  and  meditate  upon  what  pu  fing  5  ^*  fing 
with  grace  in  your  hearts,"  Col.  iii.  16.  It  is  grace 
that  fweetcns  the  voice  in  God's  car,  an  old  heart  can- 
not fing  a  new  fong ;  nay,  grace  mufl  be  in  a  lively 
eierctfc  when  you  fing,  according  to  Pfal.  Ivii.  8.  you 
flioiild  cry  to  your  hearts  and  to  your  graces,^  and  par- 
tieuiarly  to  faith,  love  and  delight,  as  in  Judges  v.  12. 
•*  Awake,  awake,  Deborah,  awakr,  awakc^  utter  a 
fong,'*  &c.  There  fliould  be  a  great  warmncfs  of  love 
and  aifedVion  to  God  when  wc  fing  to  him,  according 
to  Ifa.  y*  ff   Xobk  well  then  to  yohr  hearts  in  finging, 

mind 


mind  the  matter  more  than  the  mufics  the  cleannefs  of 
tjhe  heart  more  than  the  ckaroefa  of  the  voice. 

Non  vox  fed  voium  i  non  mupca  chorduloy/ed  cor  / 
Non  clamansyfid  amans  pJkUit  in  aurf  Diu 

1  cannot  pafs  fome  here,  without  a  reproof,  fuch  a$ 
thofe,  I.  Who  (it  dumb  in  the  congregation,  while 
their  neighbours  are  praifing  God, .  as  if  the  devil  had 
tackt  their  tongues  to  the  roof  of  their  mouths  :  Think 
not  this  work  below  the  greateft  of  you,  for  it  is  your 
honour.  Excufe  not  yaurfelyes  by'faying>  you  cannot 
Cng  mufically ;  for,  if  you  had  any  delight  i^i.the  duty, 
yott  would  fing  as  you  can.  .2.  Thofc  who  in  finging, 
notice  the  tune  more  than  the  matter,  and  mind  the 
voice  more  than  the  ^^  making  melody  in  their  hearts  to 
the  Lord.'^  3,  Thofe  that  abfent  themfelves  from  the 
finging  of  the  pfalms,  who  either  come  not  ^.^  the  be- 
^nning  of  worfliip  till  the  pfalms  be  over,,  or  rife  and 
go  out  at  the  clofe  before  the  pfalmb  be  funf?.  Would, 
you  know  whofe  difciples  jhey  are  who  do  fo,  they  are 
not  Chrifi^s,  but  Judas's;  for  when  Chrift  fang  the 
hymn  on  the  Ipack  of  the  communion,.  Matt,  xxvi*  30. 
all  the  difciples  were  prefent  but  Judas,  .who  dipt  out 
before  the  pfalms;  and,  fince  he  turned  his  back, upon 
^ib  fweet  a  duty,  it  could  not  be  a  good  errand  he  .ixras 
going  about ;  it  was  firft  to  betray  his  Mailer,  and  then 
to  hang  himfelf.  O  then,  take  warning,,  and  follow 
Judas's  example  no  more* 

XL  Let  none  go  forth  before  pronouncing  of  the. 
bie(&ng»  God  allows  none,  great  or  fmall,  to  go  out 
before  his  woifbip  be  ended ;  both  prince  and  people 
muft  meet  and  part  at  the  fame  time,  £zek«  xlvj^i^  10. 
'thofe  that  wilfully  depart  without  hearing  the  blefling 
pronounced^  and  make  acuftom  of  it;  if  they  repent 
not,  it  is  to  be  feared  they  mud  one  day  ftay  to  h'ear 
that  fentcj^ce,  •*  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfcd.**  You 
run  away  from  the  blefling,  but  you  cannot  run  from 
this  curfe.  Wherefore  let  us  ftay  the  blefling,  and  re*, 
vetently  ftand  up  (as  the  congregation  of  Ifrael  did, 
I  Kings  vitt.  14.)  to  receive >our  (hare  in  it|  hoping  and 
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praying  that  it  'may  come  doWn  upon  us,  as  ft  furely 
wil),  if  wc  believingly  look  lip  tohim,  that  "  commands 
the  blcffing  upon  mount  Zion,  even  life  for  evermore.*' 

Concerning  our  behaviour  betmxt  Sermonf. 
HAVING  finiihcd  the  work  of  the  forenoon,  yott 
muft  take  care  how  you  difpbfe  of  youffdves  betwixt 
fernions«  '      • 

1.  If  the  intermiflion  be  fomewhat  long,  and  your 
houfes  near  at  hand,  then  retire  to  them,  meditating  u- 
pon  what  you  have  heard,  and  fisAng  the  conviftibns  and 
dire^ions  into  your  minds;  beware  of  worldly  thoughts 
or  words  by  the  way.  *• 

2.  Aflbori  as  you  come  home,  go  to  fecret  praycf, 
and  beg  Goas  help  to  rmprove  what  you  have  heard, 
that  it  may  kill  fin,  and  quicken  grace  in  you  *,  aiid  that 
God  may  ftrengthen  your  weak  memories  to  retain  it, 
and  pardon  your  failings  in  his  fervice« 

.3.  Pat  fparingly  betwixt  fermons,  left  it  dull  your 
(ptrits,  and  indifpofe  you  for  the  afternoons  woirk ;  and' 
fee  that  your  difcourfc  in  time  thereof  be  fuitabje  to  the 
day. 

4.  If  time  allow,  tiegled  not  to  call  your  families  to- 
gether for  the  worfhipof  God. 

'  5.  If  you  have  any  time  to  be  alone,  fpend  it  frugally 
in  reading,  "praying,  or  meditating ;  let  not  a  moment  of 
it  be  loft :  Either  think  on  what  you  have  been  hearing, 
or  draw  fp'^ritual  inftrudtions  from  what  you  fee.  Do 
you  fit  by  the  fire,  and  fee  the  fparks  fly  up  ?  think, 
^*  Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upwird," 
Job.  v;  7.  **  Sill  hath  filled  my  Ihdrt  hfc  with  troubles; 
but  blefled  )be  God,  that  I  am  this  day  invited  to  come 
to  Jefus  Chrifty  Mir  ho  is  a  reniedy  both  for  fin' and  fot« 
row.'» 

'  Doft  thod  fee  a  fpider  in  the  window  weaving  cun- 
ning  webis  to  catch  the  filly  fljf  ?  Thiiik,  "Satan,  that 
cunning  enehiy,  is  doing' the*  like  for  my  poor  fool.*" 
Seeft  thbii  how  the  fpidet  hides  itfelf  in  its  hole  till  once 
the  fly  be  in*tarig;ledf,  and  then  runs  to  feize  it,  and  drag 
it  into  its  hole  i  80  doth  the  devil  lie  in  wait  tfll  once 
finiiers  be  caught  into  his  fharc?,  and  then  he  fays  on 

them. 
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them^  and  hals  them  away  to  bell  with  him*  AgMOr 
think  how  pamCully  and  cuiioiiAjr  the  fpidefs  weavt 
their  cobwebs  to  catch  fiiesi  never  ccMvGdettng  fbat,  bc« 
fore  their  prey  be  caught,  both  they  and  their  webs  may 
be  fwept  down  by  the  befoin»  and  triodc  in  the  duft. 
What  is  this  but  a  lively  emblem  of  the  curious  prcje£]:8 
which  fome  frame  for  gaining  the  world  ^  What  are 
ihcy  clfc  but  a  taking  great  pains  to  c:atch  a  fly  ?  And 
oft,  before  it  be  caught,  cleath  comes  with  its  befom^ 
and  fwecps  them  and  their  fine  projects  down  in 
the  grave  altogether  v  "  For  in  that  day  all  their  thoughts 
peri(h»"  Ffai.  cxivi-  4.  But  O  how  wife  are  tbote  (buh, 
who  are  lading  out  all  their  thoughts,  and  uiGng  all  means 
this  day  to  win  Chriil !  This  is  a  proje£k  that  will  fur* 
Vive  death  -,  here  is  gain  that  death  cannot  rob  them  of« 
Thus  we  fee  how  every  thin^  might  learn  us  a  fptritual 
leflbn,  if  we  were  fpiritually  minded.        ' 

9.  If  you  be  far  from  home,  and  have  not  a  houfe  to 
wUch  you  can  conveniently  go  betwixt  fermons,  then 
improve  your  time  as  well  as  you  can,  either  ia  the 
church  or  church*yard,  by  reading,  mieditating,  private 
ejaculations,  or  fpiritual  conferences.  It  is  very  fad  to 
hear  people  in  the  churchyard  this  day  talking  about 
their  markets,  corns,  cattle,  and  other  worldly  fubjefls  ; 
Alas !  the  devil  is  as  bufy  fowing  bis  tares  in  the  church- 
|ard  as  Chrift^  muciifters  are  in  fowing  the  good  feed 
in  the  church,  and  hath  far  mope  increafe  than  they. 
Is  it  not  itrange  that  people  (hould  go  forth  from  hear* 
ing  a  warm  fermon»  yea,  a  fermon  exa£Uy  adapted  to 
their  fouls  cafe,  and  yet  have  never  a  word  of  it  among 
them,  more  than  they  had  been  deaf  or  iteeping  all  die 
time  \  but  no  fooner  is  the  word  out  of  the  miniiter'a 
mouthy  but  prefently  the  world  is  ip  theirs  I 

^eji.  May  not  we  a(k  or  hear  news  this  day  \  • 
AnJ.  Afldng,  hearing  or  telling  news  this  day  is  fin- 
ful,  if  it  be  done  to  fatisfy  curiofityi  to  divert  or  put  o7 
the  time ;  this  would  be  a  <f  Ending  our  own  pleafurej''^ 
which  is  forbidden  on  the  Lord's  day.  But  if  it  be  done 
that  we  may  know  how  it  fares  with  the  church  at 
home  or  abroad,  and  that  we  may  get  ojur  hearts  fuiu 
ably  aSeded  with  the  cafe  of  ^ioui  aft  it  was  with  Ne>* 
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liemiah,  Neh.  i.  a.  ^*  I  alked  them  concerning  the 
J^wSj  and  concerning  Jerufalem  '^  I  fay^  in  that  cafe  it 
is  lawful ;  for  thus  wc  fliew  our  concern  for  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift  in  the  world,  ^nd  hereby  wc  may  be 
fumiflied  with  matter  both  of  prayer  and  praife.  Out- 
-ward  events  and  occurrences,  if  rightly  improven,  will 
be  fo  far  from  unframing.the  fpirit  for  the  duties  of  the 
Sabbath,  that  we  may,  re^p  much  fpiritual  advantage 
from  them.  Let  us  therefore  take  care  to  make  a  fpiri-  ' 
tualJmprovement  of  the  liews  we  hear  this  day;  for 
God^s  power,  mercy  ai?d  juftice,  may  be  feen  and  ad* 
mired  in  the  occurrences  of  providence«  as  w^U  as  in. 
the  worVs  of  creation^  Doft.thou  hear  any  news'  that 
inakes  thee  glad  ?  let  it  excite  thee  to  blefs  God  for  the 
fwect  ^ofpcl  news  of  "  Chrift's  coming  to  fave  loft 
Ciihers/'  which  thou  haft  been  hearing  this  day.  Let 
it  put*  thee  in  mind  what  glad  tidings  it  will  be  to  a 
WicvcK  to  hear  the  foMnd  of  the  laft  trumpet,  an>l  the 
abfolying  fentence  of  Chrift  his  Judge.  Doft  thou  hear 
of  the  taging  contentions,  divifions  and  confufions,  that 
arc  in  the  world  ?  Let  it  mind  thee  of  the  blcft  agree- 
ment and  harmony  that  is  among  the  faints  and  angels 
above.  Doft  thou  hear  of  bloody  wars  and  rumours 
of  wars  ?  Remember  the  day  is  at  hand,  O  believer, 
when  thou  (halt  be  houfed  with  Chrift  the  "  Prince  of 
peace,"  where  there  is. nothing  but  perfe£t  peace,  union 
und  tranquillity.  ^ 

But,  in  c^fe  you  (it  or  walk  alone  betwixt  fermons^ 
in  the  church  or  church-yard,  you  may  either  think  . 
lipoii  wh^t  you  have  been  hearing,  or  meditate  upon 
your  latter  end,  which  the  graves  you  fee  and  tread 
on,  loudly  call  you  to.  Think  how  ''  one  generation 
comes,  and  another  goes»'^  Our  fathers  had  their  day" 
upon  the  ftage,  and  they  are  gone  off  to  make  room  for 
us  y  now  we  have  our  day  upon  the  ftage^  but  in  a  little 
we  muft  go  off  alfo,  and  give  place  to  the  fucceeding 
generation.  As  we  draw  on  fome  upon  the  ftage,  thef^ 
do  thurft  us  off  it  again,  and  we  muft  (hortly  be  laid 
with  our  fathers*  Again,  think  what  a  mortifying 
fight  is  before  our  eyes>  there  lies  the  rubbiOi  of  a 
thoufand  generations*     What  is  the  whole  world  al- 
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mod,  but  a'  h'iap  of  gftaves  and  deid  mens  tones  ? 
Much  of  thi  ground  we  riow  tread'  bn,  as  well  iis  thcfi 
graves,  was  once  Irv'ing^;  fo  ths/t  We  ptongh  Up  and  dig 
through  out  forefathers,  and  muft  ihortly  turit  eartS 
ourfelvds  to  buiy  our  pdfterity.  Whsft  caufe  have  we 
thei^^to  be  humble  f  We  arem'ade  of  the  fame  metil 
with  the  ground  ^e  walk  on  :  God^s  hatids  hive  knead- 
ed our  bodies  pr  the  fame  clay ""wfth  others,  and  hii 
fingers  will  crumble  us  agiih  ihtd  the  fame  duft:  Let 
us  abhor  ptide/  fot  this  piece  of  ^rouhd  will  lay  us'  all 
low  enough  in  a  fliort  time :  As  fii  foot  of  afe  doiJi 
contain  us  while  we  live,  fo  fix  foot  6f' earth' Were  ^ff 
fuffice  us  when;  we  are  dead  ;  and  why  ftipuld  we  boaft 
bf  atiy  earthly  enjoyments  ?  What  is*  it  we  value  oar-j 
felves  upon  ?  Is  it  our  high  extirait  ?  Ah  !  the  wbhni 
have  as  noble  an  extraft  as  we ;  nay,  they  are  of  sm  oldeif 
f  mily  and  rife,  for  "  every  creeping  tiiJng**  was  made 
before  mafi*  G^h.  i.  Db^yoi  Value  yourfelvesfbtybilJ' 
riches  ?  remember  both  the  poor  and  you  fhall  ly  dowrt' 
in  the  duft  tdgether,'  and  the  worms  ftiall  cover  yoit 
alike,  Jobsxi.  !i6;  Nay,  the  body  of  a  beggar  makesi 
as  good  daft  ais  t^e  body  of  a  king;  the  grave  duft  of 
the  one  fm^lh  as  fweet  as  the  other,  there  it  makes  na 
obeifance  to  it,  tipr  kefps  any  dlftancc  from  it. 

Cenarning^the  Afiernoon^s  Wsr/hip* 

When  the  time  for  the  afternoon's  wbrthip  is  cbme, 
fee  that  ye  return  again  to  if  in  diie  time ;  think  not 
the  half  of  (he  dily  enough  for  the  fervice  of  God ;  re- 
member the  whole  day  is  his :  Your  fouls  neceffiticd 
alfo  rec}uire  your  attending  on  all  diets  of  worfhipj 
therefore  mils  no  opportunity,  fotydli  know  not  whcii 
you  may  meet  with  Chrlft.^  Thomas,  by  being  abfent 
from  one  meeting  of  the  dJftlples,  loft  a  joyful  fight  of 
Chrift  which  the  reft  got,  and  for  fomc  tiine  after- 
wards laboured  uhdcr  fad  doubting  arid  unbelief:  So 
you  that  withdraw  from  any  of  the  irieetings  of  God's 
people  In  the  fandluaty,  haVe  reafori  to  fear  plagues' 
upon  your  foulb.  You  that  go  away  Uftheceffarily  froni 
the  afternoon's  wotlhip,  (as  many  in  the  country  do) 
confidcr  what  a  flirewd  ijgn  it  is^  that  ye  have  got  little 
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^od  the  forenoon,  and  th^t  ye^are  very  indifferent 
Ivhat, become  of  your  precious  fouJs I  Know  you  npt 
that  the  loft  of  one  opportunity  may  be  the  loft  of  yoor 
Ipuls?  It  may  be,  -in  your  ahfence,  the  Spirjit,  who 
)}Ipy7s  wTien  he  ^ift^'thi^  did  vauchfafe  a  gile,  v^hich 
ipi^ht  have  melted  your  fro 2cn  heart ;  it  may  be,  then 
then  the  word  was  f poke,  that,  through  Grid's  blciBng, 
might  have  ^beguh  a  good  work  on  your  foul :  .And 
when  you  prpyoke  hinij  by  negle6lmg  fuch  an  oppor* 
jt^nity,  what  dp  you  know  if  ever  he  vouchfafe  fuch 
another  gale, to, you  all  your  life  again  ? 

As  fpr  ypur  carriage  during  the  slfte moon's  worffiip, 
I  refer  you  to  the  fofegpingdireftions ;  for  they  fait 
the  afterhppn,  a^wel!  as  the  forenoon. 

Only  there  are  fome  .few  things  more  I  would  mind 
you  of: 

I  If  there  be  (ick  perfons  who  defirc  the  aid  of  your 
prayers;  as  you  pu^ht  to.fympathlze  with  them  fpyou.  ' 
pught  alfo  to  remember  God's  goodnefs  to  you,  that 
ptefervej5.you  in  health,  when  others  are  tofled  on  fick. 
beds:  that  a}l0:ws  you  to  (ing  his  praifes,  while  others. 
axe  groaning  with  pains  j  that  gives  you  liberty  to.at- 
jtena  his  ordinances,  when  others,  better,than  you^  arc. 
detained  thefefrohi,  * 

11.  If  baptifm  be  adminiftred  after  fermon,  then.take 
thefe  dircdlions  poncerning  your  carriage  on  that  oc-  ' 
pafipD.  I.  Beware  of  removing  before  it  is  oyer^  as 
many  do,  fot  this  argues  both  a  cpntempt  of  Chrifl's. 
ordmance,  ^hich  he  hath  folemnly  inftitute  for  his 
church**  goojd,  and  want  of  charity  to  th^  p^rfon^  t;p 
be.  baptized,,  in  that  you  will  not  (lay  to  pray  tor  them, 
or  receive  them  into  the  communion  of^  tjic  vifible 
church  :  A&  alfo,  it  flieweth  that  you  hav^e  little  regard 
to  your  own- fouis,  in  that  you  turn  your,  back  upon 
fj^ch,an  excellent  xnean  of  edification  as  this  is..  You 
tbat  ax^  guilty  this  vr4y>  beware;  of  it  for/ the  future. 
Confidcr  vi^hat  ap  irreverent  and  unbecocrtiug  tljing  it 
MTpaJd  bci  ff  alJ  uWjbuld  dp, as  you  (16  ::  Andj  do  you  not 
tempt  ,6therSf  by  )rour  example,  to  go  oflF.witli  you  ? 

2.  gtay^ftill  and  pray  for  the  ip^mbera  to  be  in- 
grafted as  o'thers  did  fpr  you :  Pray  that  God  may  give 
D  d  2  the 
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the  inward  grace  with  the  outward  feal,  and  appty 
Chrift's  blood  to  the  foul,  as  water  is  applied  to  the 
body. 

3*  Remember  your  own  baptifm  and  folemn  en- 
gagements, to  Chrift  in  infancy.  Remember  whofe 
name  you  bear,  whofe  livery  you  wear,  and  whofe  co« 
lours  ye  are  fworn  to :  And  be  humbled  for  your  ma- 
nifold pollutions,  your  falling  (hort  of  the  grace  of 
baptifm,  and  walking  contrary  to  your  folemn  vows. 
Examine  what  fruits  you  reap  fVom  your  baptifm,  and 
if  you  have  got  your  interefl:  in  pardon  of  (in,  fan£ti« 
fying  grace,  and  other  bleflings,  fealed  to  you  in  that 
facrament,  cleared  up  and  fecured  :~  And  try  if  ye  feel 
the  efficacy  of  Chrift's  blood,  reprefented  and  applied 
in  that  ordinance,  melting  youlr  hearts,  cleanfing  you 
from  (in,  and  quickening  you  to  holinefs.  1  (hall  fay 
no  more  in  this  place  concerning  our  improving  of  our 
baptifm,  nor  of  the  duties  of  parents  who  prefent  their 
children  to  it,  nor  of  thofe  who  are  witnefles ;  feeing^ 
I  have  handled  thefe  points  pretty  fully  in  my  Sacra- 
mental Catechifm,  to  which  the  reader,  is  referred. 

III.  If  you  be  called  after  the  difmiffing  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  before  you  return  home,  to  attend  the 
funerals  of  any  of  your  deceaft  neighbours,  let  your 
words  and  carnage  be  grave,  and  fuitable  to  the  occa- 
fion  \  abhor  that  levity  and  frothinefs  which  many  (hew 
at  fuch  occafions.  When  you  draw  nigh,  and  fee  the 
open  grave,  think,  God  is  caufing  the  grave  to  open  its 
mouth,  to  warn  me  of  my  latter  end,  and  to  tell  me, 
*5  that  I  muft  ly  there  ere  long."  When  you  fee  the. 
bones  fcattercd  about  the  grave's  mouth,  in  tearful  con-* 
fufion,  think.  My  ikull  and  bones  will  be  thus  lying 
and  trampled  on  in  a  (hort  time,  and  will  not  be  diilin- 
gui(hed  from  the  bones  of  others  \  and  what  folly  is  it 
lor  men  to  be  lifting  up  themfelves,  and  defpifing  others 
)iow  ?  When  you  hear  the  doleful  murmur  that  is 
made  by  the  (kuUs  and  clods  of  earth  ftrikbg  upon  the 
4^o(Sn,  think  with  thyfelf,  that  it  founds  forth  thefe 
words,  **  Remember  thou  muft  die,  t6n(ider  thy  latter 
tnd.**    When  you  fee  the  grave  filled  up,  and  covered 
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"With  eatth,  and  people  departing  from  it,  think,  Thos 
will  I  be  carried  out,  ^nd  feft  alone  by  all  my  friends ; 
and  there  will. be  none  to  bear  me  company  in  this  dark 
cell,  but  the  worms,  who  will  feaft  themfclvcs  on  mC| 
without  any  to  hinder  them.  O  to  be  always  humble 
and  mindful  of  death! 

Lqflfyf  Let  not  the  impreflions  of  your  neighbour's 
funerals  wear  foon  off.  Some  are .  under  a  little  con- 
cern at  the  time ;  but  no  fooner  is  the  dead  interred, 
and  the  grave  filled  up  again,  but. all  their  ferioug 
thoughts  cvanifli,  and  they  return  to  their  fins  and  plea- 
furcs  as  before.  But  fee  that  your  concern  be  lafting; 
go  away  thinking,  I  may  be  the  next  for  whom  the 
grave  may  be  opened  ;  Therefore  "  I  will  wait  all  the 
days  of  my  appointed  time>  till  my  change  come.** 

IV.  If  there  be  any  public  worfliip,  lefture,  catc- 
chiGng,  or  repetition  of  the  fermons  this  evening ;  let 
all,  who  can,  attend  the  fame :  For  as  much  of  the 
Lord's  day  as  can  be,  iheuld  be  fpent  in  the  public  ex- 
ercifes  and  meetings  of  God's  people.  I  acknowledge, 
family  duties  and  fecret  duties  are  like  ways  to  be  per- 
formed, and  time  muft  be  allowed  for  them ;  and  it  is 
well  when  matters  are  fa  ordered,  that  public  and  pri- 
vate duties  do  not  interfere  on  the  Lord's  day.  But, 
whenever  they  feem  to  do  it,  let  it  be  obferved  as  a  rule 
in  this  cafe,  '*  the  private  ought  to  give  place  to  the  pub- 
lic 5"  for  it  is  one  chief  end  of  fetting  apart  this  day, 
folemnlyto  acknowledge  God,  and  celebrate  his  wor« 
fliip  in  the  afiemblies  and  meetings  of  Chriftians. 

Concerning  our  behavlittr  after  Public  Worjbip. 

I  come  to  the  third  thing,  to  (hew  what  is  neceflary 
to  be  done  after  the  public  worihip  is  over. 

L  If  you  be  going  home  in  company  with  others, 
then  confer  together  upon  the  femrons  you  have  heard 
by  the  way :  For,  Dcut^xi.  18,  19.  you  are  commanded 
not  only  to  lay  up  "  God's  words  in  your  heart,"  but  to 
fpe^k  of  them  when  **  you  ]valk  by  the  way."  ^  We  fee 
Chrift's  hsarers  talked  of  the  word  by  the  way,  Luke 
xxiv,  33, 5*  Did  Jiot  our  hearCs  burn  >yithin  us  while  he 
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the  inward  grace  with  the  -        ^'^  *u!l'' W^J""^ 

Chrift's  blood  to  the  foul  y*^^  *^°?«^ : ':  ^f" 

1.  4rtnc^  vaong  us.     In- 

3:  Remember  your  .  y^^^  when  going 
gal^ments^Ch^ft  j^l^^J^'  ^  ^ 
name  you  bear,  wr     -  .  /^-f.      t  r     a, 

!«««  L  ari.  Airnrr  .  >>fioil  fot  COnVCrfe.    then  IHC- 

k«..*:r^  ^r^A        .'"''v^'Uookcn  once,  yea  twice  hare  I  heard 

KS'e  wh  ,;:-;^.  ''^^  -^\f^^  fp  x°- 

if  you  ha-  :  \  </**■"  "^.y""  S''"!^"'-  *"•'*  ''*'7u\''r 
fving  er      '^<'^' ''  continue  hke  the  ringing  of  bells 

facrTm  /<<'>'^*  ^^'"  *^  '^j*  '"  T^"t  '*  *"" 
die  e'  '^*'a^  ***'  *"'^»  comijig  from  church,  gave  to 
in  t'  'V^'^s''  '*•'">  ^  *^^  fermon  was  done  ?  ,'•  Nay, 
<T,       '^"^be  congregation  a  difmifled,  but  I  hope  the 

^i^foii  ffi2Ly  alfo  he  fumiflied  with  other  occafioqal 
^(^^Qtis  very  fuitjable  to  the  day,  from  the  things 
/^^y  fcc  by  the  way.     Poft  thou  fee  the  clouds 


f^iflgbhckt  and  threatening  rain^  which  caufe  thee 
^cfl<i  ^^J  P^^  ^^^  ^2ifte  home  ?  Think,  furcly  afflic- 
f ^5  ^re  mercies  to  God's  people;  they,  like'a  bjlack 

*^  t  ^<->««1ia     ^riA*>««      ^/%        a^^Avrl^      »V«0«w     v^n^A  a«%J      l.r%«%iW    4-^^        1«A 


^  j^  caufe  them  to  mend  their  pace,  and  long  to  be 
ioflie  at  their  Father's. houfe.  If  our  fun  Ihould  always 
ijiinc  with  unclouded  beams,  wc  fliouid  not  make.fuch 
{^^e :  Should  we  find  too  much  friend(hip  in  our.innj 
and  kindnefs  in  our  pilgrimage,  we  would  be  fair  to  for^ 
get  our  Father's  houfe,  and  our  heritage  '*boite. 

Dofl:  thou  fee  the  fun  declining,  and  hading  down 
to  night  ?  thiiik,  the  fun's  Qiotion  is  very  fwift,  though 
infenfible  in  the  mean  time:  He  runs  many  thoufand 
iblles  in  an  hour,  and  flies  with  incredible  fwiftnefs 
about  the  earth,  carrying  our  time  about  with  him;  (b 
we  (though  the  molt  part  be  infi^fibleof  it)  are. flying 
as  faft  to  the  grave.  O  then,  Ihould.  not  ouribu^  be 
polling  as  hard  from  fin  ^and  wrath  to  Chcift  our  city 
of  refuge  i  Doft  thou  fee  the  fun  fetting,.  and  the  dark- 
nefs  coriiing  on  ?  It  hath  a  voice  to  thee,  the  day  of 
thy  Ufe  polteth  to  an  end,  the  dark  night  of  diaath 
comesj  when  thou  muft  fet  in  the  grave  :.0!  .{be  thou 
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^  tiiy  \ifbA  to  begin j  wheri  thy  Yun  is  fettinj^ 
^y  end^cf  5  for,  whcii  the  night  cOrtieS,  no  maa 
iv :  thci'e  18  1I6  repientance  in  the  gi^av^. 
.nc  flfeycfear  at  the  ftin-fcttihg,  fo  that  it  pr6gAo- 

jates  a  fair  morning  nesft  day  ?  Think  upon  the  deatii 
of  an  uprignt  man;  the  latter  end  of  that  man  i^  peatce. 
O  believer,  the  evening  of  thy  day  (hall  be  ferene,  an4 
thy  fiin  (hall  fet  without  clouds :  The  nicfrnifig  of  thy 
tcfurrqftion  (haB  be  bright,  and  thy  eternity  for  ever 
^toribus.  No  wonder  then,  though  Balaam  wifhed  to 
^*  ^e  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  to  have  his  laft 
end  like  his." 

is  It  in  the  wifiterrtimc  that  you  are  going  home^ 
when  the  (fcy  may  be  full  of  ftars  ?  con(idef  ho\«^  gloii^ 
QU8  the  manfion  of  the  faints  muil  be,  (ince  that  be- 
fpangled  roof  is  but  the  floor  or  pavement  of  their  pa- 
lace %  yet  that  is  my  hornet  where  I  hope  to  lodge  when 
night  comes,  and  from  which  I  fhall  never  flit.  O  how' 
many  niillions  of  bleffed  fouls  dwell  therein  !  How 
iightfome  is  their  life  I  And  how  pleafatit  is  their  en> 
ployment  !     Shall  I  ever  be  fatisfied  till  I  be  there  ? 

^  Is  it  in  the  fummer  or  harveft  time,  when  ybu  are  o- 
bliged  to  go  into  the  field  to  attend  and  gather  your  cat- 
tle \  Beware  of  carrying  ah  earthly  mind  alongd  witH 
you,  but  labour  to  learn  fome  heavenly  leflbns  from  e* 
vcfy  thing  you  fee. 

Do  your  catUe  ftray  from  you  ?  think,  How  ready 
ZTCi  I  to  wander  from  Chrift  my  Shepherd  !  **  Lord,  f 
have  gone  aftray  like  a  loft  (heep  :"  O  !  **  fcek  me  and 
find  me*'  again  ;  fuffer  nie  not  to  wander  as  far  as  hell, 
as  I  will  certainly  do,  if  thou  let  me  alone  5  for  of  iny- 
fclf  I  will  nevci"  find  the  way  back  to  thee. 

Do  you  fee  the  fuii  retiring  from  us,  and  the  fum- 
mer ^oing  away  '  Mind  how  thie  fummer  days  of  grace, 
will  at  length  go  away,  arid  the  winter  of  (ickhefs  and 
old  age  wiircQirie  on  :  Let  me  be  bufy  now,  and  imi- 
tate the  bee,  who  gathers  her  meat  in  the  fummer,  and 
provides  for  the  winter  before  it  come :  Oh  let  me  not 
fin  nor  (Teep  away  my  dayi  of  grac.e,  left  I  have  it  to  re- 
gret, as  Jcr.  viii.  ao.  **  My  harveft  is  paft,  my  fummer 
is  ended,  yet  I  am  not  (kvcd.'* 

Is 
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IsiHn  harveft,  when  you  fee  the  corns  (;u|^  dow^ 
through  the  fields  ?  ThinK  how  death  with  his  fi^kld 
will  cut  j^ou  down  in  like  manner^  Rom.*  xiv.  15.  *  \^^^^ 

See  you  a  tree  grpwing  ?  Think  how  the  ax  of^eatS 
aMTpirltuat  judgments  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  h^ixx^i^ 
trtH^^  or  fruitlef^  profeflbr.  Again,  *  think  liow  nigK| 
and  day  are  like  too  axes  hewing  at  the  root  of  t|fe  treg 
of  man's  life,  without  reft,  when  the  one  is  iip,  the 
other  is  down:  Every  day  a  fpell  flies  off,  and  every 
night  a  chip  goes  y  and  fo,  ere  long,  piir  bones  will  ly 
**  fcattered  about  the  grave's  mouth,  as  when  one  cut- 
teth  wood,"  Pfal.  cxli.  7.  I  fee  my  neighbours  as  jput 
trees  daily  falling  about  me: 
totter  and  fhajce  with  the  ' 


O  that  in  the  mean  time  I  may  be  inclihing 
and  heaven- wardsl  for,  **  as  the  tree  falls  fo  will  it'  li£^ 
Se6  yoiia  worm  crawling  on  the  giound  ?  Thtiik  up- 
on the  worm  of  confciencd  that  never  diesj  but  gnawj^ 
the  wicked  to  ail  eternity.'   It  is  my  higheH:  wifdoni  ^d 
m^Re  confcience  niy  friend,  for'it  isa  "  friend  that  ftick^ 
clofer  than  a  brbtherj'*  it  will  faithfully  attend  us  on  a 
death  bed,  and  at  a  tribunal,^  andadminifter  cordials  tQ 
us  theii.  '  Bat,  if  coilfcience  be  thine  enemy,  next  to' 
God  himfelf, -thou  wilt  find  it  the  moft  terrible  cnVtnjf' 
that  ever  a  poor^oul  had  y  thou  can  fl  neither  refift  it|; 
nor  ijeefrom  it:'It  is  a  meflenger  thou  canft  not  ^e-jj^ 
force,'  a  witnefs  thou^canft  not  caft,  a  judge  thou  carirt; 
not  decline,- ^aridan^xecuWorier  thou  canll  not  with-^^ 
fta!nd:  P6or  Chtiftlefs  JGnhi^r,  ij:  will  ferve  Inftead  of  alt'^ 
theR  againft  thee.     O^lahdur  tb  get  it  fprlnklcd  in  timt, 
witli  CKnft's^blt)6d,  ind' thi4^  will^  i>iacify  it,  ,      ^  '^ 

Agalrf,  think,  What  is  man'' but  a  wdrmF^JHfq^ 
tWkfe  fo  iealted  in  one  Ver^' job  XXV.  i6.  'What^a  po^ 
weslk  htfpl^fs'cifeatur^  is  a  woi^ni  ?  it  is  eafily  cruftied^bv 
the  fdot,^  kn'd  caii  tnake  no  refjftancel  /  So  weak  ana 
helpli^s  is  matii  with  refped  to  God ;  he  is  more  eafily  ^ 
crufhed  by  ihe  fiet  of  his  juftide^  than  a  worni  js  ty  ' 
oui*sV^  What 'madnefs  then  is  it  for  ^  worm  to  rebel 
agaWft^thy  Creator  of  the  world  ?  what  are  the  kings 
antf  tolPfhreS  of  the  e£rth  but  as  fo  many  wormscrawlingj . . 
uptjft^Kh'fodtftool^  Each  of  us  muft  ere  long  Jake  up 

.    ""  our 
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pur  dN^'cllin^  with  the  worms,  and  fay  to  them,  "  Ye 
arc  my  brethren  and  fiftcrs  " 

Again,  bchoW,  as  worms,  when  they  creep  into  the 
earth,  leave  their  flimc  behind  them  about  the  hole's 
irouth :  fb  believers,  when  they  creep  into  the  grave, 
leave  all  their  fin  and  corruption  at  the  grave's  mouth, 
'and  their  fouls  afcend  to  God,  **  without  fpotor 
wrinkle." 

Csficernitt^  our  Behaviour  at  Home  on  the  Sabbath 
Evening. 

Ailbon  as  poflibly  you  can  win  home  after  fermons, 
fet  about  your  fecret  work,  and  family-duties :  Cotifider, 
that  though  the  fermons  be  over,  the  Sabbath  is  not . 
over :  Therefore  ftudy  to  fpend  the  reft  of  the  day  in 
God*8  fcrviee,  and  keep  ftill  the  impreffions  of  what 
you  have  been  hearing  upon  your  fpirits.  And  if  you 
would  do  thisi  take  thefe  dire^lions :      ^ 

!•  Retire  prefcntly  for  fecret  prayer  and  felf-exami- . 
nation :'  Pray  oyer  what  you  have  been  hearing,  ar^d 
beg  that  *^  the  Lord  may  keep  it  in  the  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  your  hearts.''  This  &  good  way  both 
to  help  yotir  memories,  arid  procure  a  blcfling  on  what 
you  have  heard.  GonGder  whether  you  had  any  thing 
of  God's  fpirit  and  prefenCe  through  the  day.  If  God 
withdrew,  then  lament  after  him,  and  (earch  into  the 
caufe.  If  he  *'  (hewed  himfelf  through  die  lattice," 
then  blefs  him  for  it,  and  go  on  to  '*  walk  in  the  light 
of  his  countenance."  Hath  any  good  motion  been 
raifed  in  your  hearts  by  the  word  r  Pray  for  the  })refcr» 
vation  of  it.  Hath  the  word  teen  refrefliing  and  edify- 
ing to  you  ?  Lay  it  up  in  your  hearts,  and  comn^it  that 
to  God  to  keep  for  you,  which  your  frail  tnemories  cart- 
not  retain,  pleading,  that  God  may  make  it  forthcoming 
to  you  againft  the  time  of  your  need.  Hath  the  word 
difcovered  any  particular  fin  or  lull  to  you?  then  bewa:xl 
and  moutn  for  it,  arid  beg  mortifying  gra<!e  to  fubdue 
and  conquer  it.  Have  you  been  negligent  in  hearing  ? 
Lament  it,  put  oh  new  refolutions,  dnd  cr/  to  God  for 
ftrength ;  and  forget  not  to  employ  your  great  Advo- 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  cate 


f^te^f^AttCbfift  to  Qfolegi^  fof  yenir  w«jA:«efc  ^nd 
flidrtcomings,  and  to  feparato  aU  tbe^defeils  ffom-y6<39 
|«rfdrmances,  s^  oflfet  them  ufiria  hia*cenfer,  ptrfumed 
'^hh  tile  inceiife  of  his  itettrits.  Wfkfi^  Ay  €jo*ifaien«« 
ittlfndj^hy  heart  hard,  und  thy  mwd  caraal,/ urbite 
JKeariag  ^  ibul-vou^ifig  fermoR  i  Be  afbtmed  o^  it  Ik)« 
ii^e  God»  and  chide  with  thy  hearty  and  fay  to  Hi 
'*  Art  thou  worfe  than  Felix  a  heathen  ?  For  hti  i^^ff^ 
**  trembled,  when  he  heard  of  ju<!gmentto  cottie,^  Ads 
xxiv.  Art  thou  worfe  than.  devUa  f  For  •*  thcj  ^Ueve 
and  tremble,"  James  K."  Oh!  (hall  heathens  and 
devils  be  fooner  moved  than  my  hard  heart  ?  Haft  thou 
lea^d  no  benefit  through  the  day  i  Let  it  be  matter  of 
etei cife  and  lamentadom  to  thee  before  the  |i0r4»  Let 
never  bore  ordinances  iatisfy  thee,  without  cammuoion 
With  6od  therein.  As  Zacoheus :  cUmbed  up  int(^  the 
fytamore  tree  to  (ee  Jefus,  and  when  once  he  had'got  a 
.figjht  of  him.therey  *^  he  fsamc  dowt^  joyfuByi*'  (o 
pughteft  thou  to  go  mp  to  the  fycamoie  tree  el  Qrdi« 
nWces  for  this  fWfote^  to  fes^  God  in  Gbfi(i$  aird,  nn^ 
lefs  this  fight  he  gn^itedtheej  ^  com^  down  (arrow- 
lully.'^  When  vien  go  to  meet  their  belpTed  ftiend  at 
n-ceftaui  place,  ^nd  they  mils  khn,  how  dtfeoiiissitedly 
#^  they  g^  away  i  Alas^ !  w)ut  ase  ordiaaniaes  without 
jQiodi'  bot  as  a  table  without  meaff  a  well  withdnt  water, 
from  which  annsedy  foul  muft  needs  depdurt^iungryai^ 

It  •  ccmofrn0  thee<  t»;  ei»ll  thyfelf  to  ^count  for  thy 
ft^aiiie  SM  carriage-  in  hearing,  reading,  fffayet,  pr»(ej( 
^ing-akn^  aodevefy  ^taty:  yoci  havic  bee^  employed 
i«  ^rou|[h^  d^*  -A^  iSod  himlelf  re^riewed  crery 
^'sWork  of  Ims,  and  ^*  ftw  it  wad  goed,-^  Gen  u  &y 
ih«ied!d'We  ir^view  every  4ayi  and^  in  a  fpeciar<n^naei', 
«V6ry  S^bbttth  day's  w^rb,  and  fee  if  it  h&  good  or  no. 
Let  «s  *i^  j^d^e  iowrfeIv«6,  diat  we  ^ay  not  be  judged.'' 
'  -IL'  Read  oirer  thofe  porfic^is  of  fcripture  whidi  y{Mi 
'h^re  heafvd  opened,  with  '^e  fcriptures  etjbad  by 'the 
«iaiifaiifliery  tbvnk  oa  them,^  and  beg  tiha  yi^minatioD  of 
/QtOd'^^Spffit  10  make  yoct.juiddr^and  them*  -We  fee 
the  euRiM^h  was  reading  the  Scripture  upon  his  return 
jFroin  the  public  woribip,  -^d^God  btefM  it  and  fent 

him 


the  ftiM.  fie  ih«i  femt  PhiUp  to^fHm^  VfU.Ci^  }^ 
own  $bk4tto  helf)  ^004  who,  wheniie  coomv  Inciiq^ 
fiftdi  t  4ivitM  light  aiottf^  M^th  faifiH  as  willmakr  *  yodi 
ftt  l&t  «Nid«6  bf  «ti^  fo^I  ^«h  anochdr^  efs,  and  ^ 
^rtt  n^is^H  ^  chevvofid  &an  erer  yon  beheld  in.it  be4 
fore:  So  thAt>  though  you  have  tead  the  bxxMKh^ip^^ 
M4.i^&6,aliDift  i^tiift  vnatiy  diMi  ovetj  yet  ^cn  grou 
^U  %e  itMHd^  10  fafi  O  where  f^vre  «iy  eyes  tU  9fK«ri 
that  f  "nevier  (aW  ivfaal  mtm  Odittaifted  hereit 

If t  I^iboMT tyy  ftli  ifte«nst»  4cef)p  ap  tbeTeraemfafRuoois 
mii  hpfifm^ffiom  itf  tbe  'word  tfeen  ha&.  heen  licMfivi  .oa 
f|>y  «HiK>d  s  l4it  it  «iot  ^  as  n  w^yfatiAff  maartto  tcny 
tnlh  tb^o^y  for  H  tufiits  bttt  ktk  b&an.iohabit9cit 
tQ  dwell  with  thee  all  the  week  40P^r.  Hath  tte  Spivit 
^d0^4my  wtti'mr  impveifons  by  the  word  tispcm  thy  >foui 
0iiM^)r?  Q  watteii  4MFer  ^4»  and^Ome  >io  prefci«e  (and 
imettsijik  ^faetn  tiMU^  ^  evemiig,  ^md  kok  «o  O^ii 
Jfoir  lieSp.^^^  V  OJkl^ordy  let  iMmetXoft  the  fcraifti^^B 
day,  i^^  dib  oHMil^f  the  ci^eftMig^  Thy  ^girot dlntb  wi^jo^ 
it^a^AetM  cbai^s  upon  t^tlK^  O  thsfc  1  may  iibewi% 
el^>torifN|«:»  tfie  Wlie)  4i»d  have  |t  «o  %)  I  went  CorA 
fni««^itat  Km  odfifti  iAi^t  httikditlsr  I  ji^dtst^uirOsmk^i 
liM  4iiM4»iMial«ed»  bttt  %m  GW^e  back  thought^  aUfdi 
j^^lrM^«li  (|wi«t  I  Mf^t  mdblMi4i  b«md*fla¥i»>o£^ 
|a^.biU;M^4ridlliiilM  \^* 

Poe^  feoV^ftiittch  de^nds  l»pon  yotiir  care  and  v4|h3i<^ 
iulneft  oiiieJi  yffiirfelf  isntht'eveiibg  ^^^^  (iotvi^s  day^ 
itMit.  5'  ^tlu'tofe  \!ioit  tb^fe  things:^rOf}|^t*iii  y^  by  fibr 
;^r4o  Jufcm^tb^'day*  H^re  ^e  iki4fiy^^<chti)fo?fel£ 
f^eirs  #hp  .aVjB^  tiiSknioub  in  4}it  ^y^  W  io<^4ll  «c 
i%ht  tliri^gl];  tfieir  ieottttty  »nd^^fiotfe:  tbe^y  4q^  i^t 
wsiteb\iK«l  4Und  ^  their  wt^  b«rt4ufftr  tbe  etie9m!i«f 
forpride  %be»i  ^<>  h^at  uptbeir  qtMittcvsv*  and  ipctattboir 
tenti)  irtMii  t^y  ai^lecoHBi  4Bt^Mv%  «^  fii»  bainitrdl* 
Main^  are  like  'Ham^ibafl]^  \\<SBfLk^tW  better  hesw^^blaia 
ft'tt^oryi  tliiui  how  to  improve  k  ^itriido  gat«  rW^^ 
thef|^'8|aftft  ^e  d^vH^  ^e  w^M^-alid  youijr  o^>pi|bieffrtlb 
and  beware  of  li)0ng  at  night  what  you  gaint«^tte^git 
fte'^iiy^  -'   '  -    -y.  '  ■    •  - '  •-/.-'' ,-.  .!'.;  ( t,-  ^- , 


ifig  smd  improving  of  nhofe  ^ood  mottdns,  NConYi^tons^ 

idt  resolutions,  that  may  be  begot  tn  ^otf  by  heai^mg  of 

tfce  word  on  the  Lord's  day.    Thefe  are  fparks  kindled 

by  the  breath  of  God,  therefore  do  not  fmother  them, 

but  drive  to  blow  them  up  into  a  flamiB  by  prayer  and  \ 

medit^iion*  .  '    •     ,     \  1 

-   I . .  B^g  cameftly  that  God^  who  hath  "  begun  a  goqd  ] 

^irork*' in  thee,  may  carry  it  on;  that  thefe  con  vi&iona 

may  terminate  in  diy  converGonhere,  and  thy  falvation  ] 

hereafter.     Cry,  Lord,  fuffcr  not  thefe  tender  fruits*  to  \ 

be  liipped  in  the  bud,  or  blafted  in  the  bloflbm,  by  (atan's 

froft  winds,  or  Ae  world's  cold  blaftf ;  but  mercifully 

chcrifli  and  prcfcrve  them  to  maturity,  **  to  the  piaiie 

of  the  glory  of  his  grace.'* 

.2.  Confid^r  what  a  crying  (in  it  is  againft  God,  to 
nc^left  or  ftifle  thy  conviftions  :  He  will*  treat  jthcc  as 
a  murderer  if  thou  do  it :  It  is  murder  to  deilroy  the 
.  **  conception  in  the  womb.*'  Chrift  alfo  will  take  it  as 
a  folemn  affront  offered  to  him  ;  for  c6nvii£iions  are  the 
iXlefTengers  which  he  fends  to  prepare  the  lov^y  of  his 
entry  into  the  foul :  And  will  he  not  heinoufly  teibnt  it, 
to  fee  his  meffengers  killed  or  maltreated  l  <0  what  hor- 
rid ingratitude  is  it  to  Chrift,  after  he  hath  opened  the 
doors  of  our  hearts  ha{f«way  by  convi£Uon6>  to  have  it 
(hut  againft  him,  when  he  is  juft  ready  to  enter;  or, 
when  he  is  half-way  in,  to  be  thruft  back  again,  and 
have  the  door  thrown  in  his  face  ! 

3.  Confider  how  prejudicial  it  is  to  thy  own-fouL 
The  dying  away  of  thy  conviftions  threatfens  the  fife  of 
thy  fouL  If.  you  quench  them,  God  may  be  provoked 
to  pafs  that  dreadful  fentcnce,  -"  My  fpirit  (htll  no 
longer  ftrivc.with  thee;"  And  fo  there  follows  a  mid-  , 
iitght  filence,  and  thou  art  loft  for  ever*  O  tremble 
for  fear  of  Qod's  judgments,  jfor  thy  cafti  is  'ntoie  dan- 
gerous than  Oihijrsi :  No  water  freezeth^fo  faft,  -  a^  that 
whi€[h  hath  be^n  once  warmed  \  and  no  iron  isfb  hard, 
as  that  which  hath  been  ioft  heated  and  df I  quenched. 
.l;hciref(^re,   ^   .        '       .  .        . 

^.  Prefently  ftrike  in^with  thy  conviftion^.    Blefs 
"Goid  for  awaking  thee,  when  others  about  thee  are  ly-  • 


\it^  tn  a.cktsp.«il^9p ;  for  vIGting  t^ee,  wbei^  4»^ba^,  ^re 

paBecl  by  J  Be  content  to  have  thy  forcJan^qdj.ajtid  thy 

wound  fcarche4 :  Suffer  no  other  plaiftcr  to.  be  a^.Uq4 

to  it  but  Chrift'^  blood :  Go  not  to  heal  th?  A^Q>ind  .of 

thy  conCcicftGc  by  the  works  of  the  Uw,  and  thy  o^^n, 

duties  ;  for  thefc  will  at  bed  but  fkin  it  oyeTffpr  awhile. 

Neither  go  to  fhift  off  convi£lions  by  delays,  ^s  did.I*e-' 

luffor  this  is  the.  devil's  great  (Irat^g^ip  to  ruin  thy 

ibuL     It  U  with  the  heart  as  with  melted  wax ;  if  you 

dap.the  feal  to.it  >vlven  it  is  (bft,  it  leceivee  aa  impref- 

fion^whicb  abides ;  but  if  you  del/iy,it  foon  cool%  ^q^ 

hdrde;i6«  fo  that  prefs  on  it  as  ye  will,  it  is  to  no,,  par* 

pofe.:    Let  us  then. imitate  Davir?,  who,  when  he  was 

convinced  of  the. evil  of  his  ways  "  without  any  deliy 

turned  his  feet  to  God's  teftimonies,"  Pfalm  cxlx#  59. 

Put  forth  ti^y  utmoft  ftreogth,  and  ftlr  jixp  thyfelf  to 

t^ro  from  fin«  and  flee  to  Chrift,  while  confcieuce  is 

ftirring,  .the  Spirit  llriving,  Chrid  waiting,  his  bowels 

founding!  and  his  blood  pleading  \  for  the  Ipfs  of  tills 

feafop  may  be  the  lofs  of  thy  foul.     God  faitL thrice  in 

one  chapter^  Heb.  iv.    **  Today,  to  day,  to- day/*  but 

the  devil  cries,  **  To-morrow,  to-morrow,  to-mpurow.'* 

Surely.  God  is  wifeft,  and  bis  time  ^tteft.    To-^^y  \% 

thy  living  day,  to- morrow  jnay  be  thy  dying  day.;  '^Q- 

d«y^ thou  art  on  earth,  to^morrpw  thou  mayeft  Jbe  fn 

.  -hell  :,  To-day  'in?rcy  is  inviting,  to  mpprow  juftice  may 

be  fmiting  y  therefore,  whil^  thpu  art  c^led  '1  tprday, 

hear  the  voice  of  God  and  poi^fci^^ge^  andi  har^ejgiy  Aot 

•:yoUr heart."        ^\  ^        _^.^^  ,-.    ,  ;. .  .",7 

XV*  LabQW^tP  perfcy^c.yi  prayer  ^\$,  evepjug^t  do 

not  faint  in  it,.lWiendjeav,our.  )yith  Mots,-  to  •*,hQli^  up 

;  iyoiir. hands ^his  day  till  the  going  do svn  of  thcfur^."  O.ur 

Llrequeocy  ai|d4«Jportuiii^j.  in  thi^  duty.,  i^  no  ^rouble, 

»b»t.».  ddigbt  to  thehe^rer  of  pr^yec«     Chrift  faiA  pft 

tWsd^yrtf  thi?  fpo^4|  **  Thy  voice  is  fweet^  f  au^fc  ms 

i.\^  kt2j^^  ^^Cfintixiut,  i^ftantin  prayer  this  day,  .wied- 

li»g  as  J^wob,..  and  fayipg,  "  I  vUl  not  let  tfice  |gp/j^ 

.  lho». bWfame",.  An^  a^  orators,  art  the  cfofe  prtHpir 

fpccch,  ufe  all  their  art  and  Ikill  to  move  thCj  aj^;j£^ions 

'-oft  their  »vid»ftpfs  j  fo  do  yau,  at  iheclofe  .©r  tap  Lord's 

day,  put  foi|tb.ftll  yo4ii:  gj^qe  andrfpirituaiiljoji^^i  ,in 


2^  s.dffAmify^Burm 

eiretitiig9  sistf  it^tlre  to  be  thy  laft  Sabbath,  tnylaft 
iM^,'^ortikfliift  prayer;  kDCwmg  that,  when  dHth 
comt^^  ^u  canfk  ptay  no  more :  For»  as  death  binda 
«)^  the  hand  that  it  cat!  work  tio  more,  foit  ftrikes  dumb 
tetOKigubjlbat  it  can  fpeak  no  more;  accotdurg  to 
£tcli^^;to.  Ha.  litjcvliiv  it.  '  'J 

.¥tt?fitiKtylJO  be  denied  to  ail  yOot  Sabbadll  pt^yfsfH 
aiiild[  :|)i&rfbrinant^^  fi^ware,  ,iny  frseadst  ^  fteret 
trKtftingitOAtbcm»  vas  any  piece  of  righte6uftte&  brfiMtr 
(vod^i  foif  tittt  will  ^oii  all j  like  the  dead  fly  in  thsei 
:ipo{haolry^st)tntnreht.  Say  therefore  this  day,  afict  ift 
hwee^dorae  aJV¥  We  aarc  Ufaprofitablc  fertantsJ^  Loob 
abe?e^Bllr<W  if  T^  b^  «^onc  nothing  aft  aU»  to 'the 
i%fatcioafi(tefs*of  Ck&ift  to  anfwex  fot  all*  See  that  y^HK 
jd«rnod)i^of7onrowii  lirith.thifii  p^fsfi  ri{htieofiif«' 
nefsi  in  t!be  point  of  your  juftificatioA  tod  acceptar^rt 
with  G^ ;  fdt  thii  is  both  dKhononi^Ie  to  Ghrift, 
andldidtgtHms  to  yo«rfelircs :  Thefefora  beware  of  itL 
Thor^  ia^^amttttal  popchry  in  the  minds  of  iilK;  we  thticb 
i^clii»i^l9ii(ibaieid1}p<^  our'dwn  legs,  and  to  halPb  fprnt'^ 
tlfiajj^lol  our  oWtr  to  fonnd  Upon.  But  is  it  any  otheic 
^n|tfian  Ustfphtmr,  totdiarge  Gbrift'^  f acri&ce  ^nintlir 
Isini^ne&>9chb  workwkhdeteienty?  orto^dnnkwidi 
ouarpen^  to  makt  up  Chrift's  fum,  and'Whhoar  pbW 
lutfed  dutieis  to  add  any  pcrfeffion  to  the  blOod  of  Chirift^ 
wMcI^^s  infinxt^e;  i  Snail  not  we  reft  content  with  tliat 
wh^itimtt)  >God  hath  tietdared  bitofeHf  well  pleafedj 
Let  ii8  then  with  Paul,  '<  count  all  things  but  ^ngand 
M%  Iar>iC%ffift  Md:fai8  nghteonfneffi^^  and  defor^mly  to 
be  found  to!  hint.  ^ 

t    ,  .Qmcttfmngi^Fbmiy  Duties  &H  the  Satbafi  nigift^ 

IN  tht  next  jjaqe,  I  proceed  to  Ipcak  of  family-dtt*' 
ties  rtquifite  this  ftig^,  and  how  thefcarcto.be  pef; 
formed.  ^  .     ^ 

I,  O  heads  of  familiesvftc  that  y^  be  .naoTfc  jToleniri^ 
full  ^nd  partkti^r  in  family-* worfliip  this  etrening,  than 
ar  other  cimes :  It  is  jplt^iApt  thi§  night  «j>  heat  Utii^ 
vej^fdlly  the  nielod^^  of  God's  praife  in  ifac.tiAcrnaclea  oC 

the 
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da«  ngh(60Ut«    Lay  out  four  Sx^^Jtat^  warns  and 
n^ercief  Cully  and  plainly  before  God  in  fam'^Iy.ppcayer. 

II.  Confer  about  the  formona,  an4  vep^at  over  what 
you  havehcar49  for  the  ]E40ri9  Dcot-xi*  i&  t9<  ro- 
.quires  you  not  only  tp  lay  vp  God'^  words  in  your 
hfiarta,  but  alfq  to  ^*  ipcak  of  them  when  you  fit  in  your 
boufes,  and  to  teach  tbem  your  children.*'  You  ought 
^{b  tp  ipall  your  iipnranta  and  chi]4ren  to  an  accdunt,  as 
to  what  they  rem«mbcr»  and  how  they  haw  profited  by 
tbiQ  iisrmons.  Whien  you  fend  your  fervanta  to  the  mar- 
ket^. jFOu  examine  what  market  they  have  made:  Now* 
the  public  ordinancea  are  heairen's  free  marfceit  for  their 
ibulst  and  will  you  uever  enquire  what  they  have  gain**  ; 
cd  thereat^  Thia  way  of  refaearfiag  the  ferntons*  is  verf  ' 
r^refliing  and  advantageoua,  and  liereby  one  of  ypu 
would  be  ufeful  to  another  \  for^  what  one  foi^ta*  aAO" 
ther  may  remember. 

IIL  Let  parenta  and  heads  of  families  take  fome  time 
thia  evening  in  catecbtfing  and  inftcu&iog  their  cbitdrea 
a^nd  fcrvama  in  the  knowledge  of  the  prioci^a  of  reli- 
gioDt  and  of  their  duty  towards  Godt  their  j|eigbbours« 
and  themfelvea.  We  may  obfer? e,  from  the  ir.  of  MaiSs, 
and  %iv.  of  Lukci  that  after  our  Lord  had  ioftruiSled  the 
people  aa  a  public  pveacher  pn  the  Sabbathda^i  he  aftfr- 
wac^a  did  examine  and  teach  hia  twelve  difoip lea  a$  9 
private  maftet.of  a  familiy* 

^  a.  Begin  with  children,  aa  foon  as  they  are  oapab1e» 
and  iniqrm  them^  that  thore  is  fuch  a  Being  a«  God» 
whoo^  they  ought  to  hononri  reverence  and  law  above 
all  things :  That  they  are  his  creatures,  the  work  of  his 
handa :  That  he  pre&rves  tbem,  and  gives  tbem  all  the 
good  thinga  they  enjoy  \  smd  that  every  good  thing  is 
|o  be  fouf^  from  God  by  prayer,  aad  thanks  returned 
to  him  for  the  fani£.  3bew  tbem  the  eyil  and  danger 
of  fin;  ^nd  hpw  much  God  hates  it:  That  they  h^ve^ 
immortal  ifouts :  That  there  is  a  life  after  d^th  in  ano-^ 
Ibcr  worId>  wherein  menftiaU  rcqcive  a  great  and,etex- 
nar^<^ward,  or  a  fparf «il  endlefe  punifhment,  according 
a$  t}rey  have  dohe  br  negle£led  their  duty  in  this  world : 
^nd  ^nit  Gj^d  toyea  thofe  who  keep  his  commandments 
^d  jpriy  to  him  j  but  hates  wicked  meni  and  thofc  who 
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do  net!  priy.  Tf  thiefeiprmciples  wcrr  early  inftiUed  and 
jrooted  in  children, '  they  wculd  {n  (owe  m.eafure  ftick 
with  them  all  their  days.  Likewife,  fts.  they  are  tap^ 
able,  flicw  thcih  the  great  degeneracy  and  corraption  df  ^ 
human  nature,  derived  to  us  by  the  fall  q{  our  firft  p«- 
rmts  :  Alfo,  (hew  them  the  way  of  our  recovery  from 
this  mifer^ble  ft^e  by  Jcfus  Cbrift,  who  was  fent  by 
God  to  redeem  and  five  us  from  the  bondagfc  of  Gn ^nd 
fatan,  and  from  the  damnation  of  hell.         -       •     '♦  -  - 

2,  Before  they  arc  capable  to  read,  or  j(Ct  and  repeat 
our  Shorter  Cutechifm,  you  ought  to  frame  many  ftiort 
qocftion«  and  anfwers  concerning  the forefaid.principlei, 
fuch  as  they  arc  able  to  mipd,  and  frequently  e3caminfe 
them  upon  them  :*  And,  for  your  help  in  this  matter, 
you  may  confult  the  little  catechifm  I  have  pubji(hed, 
called  Tie  Mother* f  Catechifm  for  the  young  child.  Btit 
afibon  a<t  your  children  are  able  to  repeat  our  Shorter 
Catechifm,  jr.join  thrm,  and  yourfervan^  alfo,  to  ann- 
mit  it  to  their  memories,  prefcrihing  fo  much  of  it  to 
tben^  every  week,  and  duly  examine  them  ^poQ  tt  every 
Lord's  day  :  for  it  contains  an  excellent  fchcme  both  <tf 
the  principlcB  of  QUf  religion  which. we  qugb^  to  l>e)ieve, 
and  alfo  of  the  duties  thereof  vrfiich  we  fl^uld  prafUA. 
And  is  it  not  far  better  to  repeat  this,  than  ballsids  Qn4 
idle  ftoriesj  wherewith  many  burden  |hcir  menoories  ?    ^ 

3.  As  you  ought  to  learn  them  to  »ead,  fo  you 
fhould  this  day  foTtmnly  injoin  them  to  read  the'bS)le 
and  other  piou^  books,  and  enquire  at  them  what  thty 
have  been  reading  through  the  day  and  the  bygone  week* 
And  becaufe  of  the  natural  backward ue is  t^at  is  both 
in  young  and  old  to  holy  duties,  you  ought  to  con- 
trive the  mofl  wife  and  e^^Aual  methods  you  can  think 
en,  to  engage  them  to  delight  and  diligence  in  read- 
ing of  the  bible;  fuch '  a6  the  fe  ;  viz.  Teach  children 
the  moft  profitable,  pleafant  and  aflfefting  hiftories  and 
paffages  of  the  bible;  fuch  as,  *'  the  creation  of  man* 
Adam'&l  fall,  the  flood,  the  deftrudion  of  Sodom,  the 
facrificing  of  Ifaac,  the  felling  of  Jofeph,  Pharoh's  cut-  ' 
ting  of  the  infants,  and  Mofes's  prefervatioD ;  Mofes 
his  going  up  to  the  mount,  and  getting  the  tables  of 
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the  U%  \  the  paflbges  conceniin|  S^MfufonV  M)lh!if  the 
Philiftfnes,  ^nd  David's  killing  Goliath }  the  foky-t^o 
ch^dteh  deftroycd^by  bcaw ;  the  three  ohildren'  lii  the 
fiery  furnace;  Daniel  in  thelioti^s  den  \  J<Hiafi  in  the 
iB0j)ale^  telly  j  Herod's  deflroying  the  ydung  ebHdfftfn/' 
and  t|ie  like.  Endeavour  to  tell  them  theCg  ^^ffkgts 
^  roubb  at  ye  can  tn  tlitir  owp  hnguage,  and  dlis^'Will 
-^i^age  them  to  the  greater  dehght  and  attemi^i  ai^d 
caufe  them  to  remember  them-  the 'better  j-  a^fofy^ 
ti^«(SQld^pttttbem  to  rehearfe  them  over  a^ain  to^odS. 
^ '  Agaicii  caafe  them  read  a  chapter  of  theBi^le  cfefy 
id^ht,  and  tell  76U  fofne  of  the  principal  thh>gi  ^rtt 
l^efore  tWy  ly  do^n ;  or,  ivhen  you  rc^d  a  chapter  fn 
the  famiiyi  appoint  each  of  them  fome  one  rirfe^df -it 
bo  repeat  the  next  day.  Moreover,  when  they  cometb 
leafrn  to  write,  it  is  a  good  uray  to  give  them  j^apef- 
b6t)ki,  to  write  down  what  paffages  thev  think  mod 
Cftnfiderable  in  the  Biblci  or  what  remarkable  fayii^gs 
amd  hiftdries  they  find  hi  other  books.  Hief  ^ight 
W?ll  fpend  the  Ssitutday*^  afternoon  this  way,  'when  they 
%fave  mod leifure.  '  .    ' '^    , 

>'»«  In  the  next  place,  it  would  be  of  godd  ufc^  wHcft  yAu 
€^milie  them,  to  teach  them  to  prove  every  pdini  '4f 
VSligion  by  feme  pregnant  place  of  fcripturc.  Tlfts 
M^ould  be  the  way  to  beget  in  them  firm,  i  ftrbng  and 
(tod  perfnafions  of  the  truths  of  Cbriflianity.  Many, 
alas  !  pfofeis  Chrillianity,  merely  becaufe  it  is  the  na- 
tional religidn,  and  they  were  fo  educate :  They  build 
^ir  faith  more  upon  the  aflertions  and  teachings  of 
men,  than  upon  the  fure  foundation  of  God's  woid, 
and  all  becaufe  they  were  not  put  to  it  when  young,  to 
icqiiaint  themfelves  with  the  fcriptures,  or  tb  bring 
proofs  from  them  for  the  truths  they  learned.  Are  ndt 
'  there  many  profeffors  of  Chriftianity,  who,  if  they  were 
put  to  it,  could  not  give  one  text  of  fcripture  to  profvb 
fa  much  as  the  great  fundamentals  of  their  religion? 
It  camiot  be  cxpc£ted  that  fuch  will  be  clofe  adherers 
to  it  in  a  day  of  trial  and  perfecution.  A  good  way  to 
mend  this  fault  is,  to  get  the  Confcffion  of  Faith,  Larger 
and  Shorter  Catechiunsi  which  are  printed  with  tKb 
:^VoL.  IV.  F  f  fcripturc 
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fcnpture  proofs  fet  dow;n  at  large,   and[  n^ake  mudb 
ufc  thereof.     Laflly^  As  ypti  opght  to  caufe  tliem.  at* 
tend  punflually  thi^  day  upon  the  ordinabce^»  fo  yott 
,  ought  carefully  this  night  to  aflc  an  account  of  the  text| 
and  their  notes  of  the  lefture  and  fermons ;  reprove 
them  for  carelefs  hearing,  encourage  them  when  they 
give  sny  tolerable  good  account,  and  prpmife  them  fome 
reward  to  do  better  the  next  Sabbath. 
'     4.  Tou  ought  this  day  to  learn  and  enjoin  your  cjiild- 
reu  to  pray>  and  to  aflc  a  bltffing,  and  give  thanks  for 
their  meat :  you  may  fee  fcme  helps  for  them  in  the  end 
of  the  M  othcr^s  Catechifm,  before  mentioned .    Children 
cannot  pri^y  at  (ird  without  help :  Therefore  it  is  fit  to 
teach  them  fome  (hort  forms  \  and,  in  the  fir(i  place^ 
the  Lord's  Prayer,,  the.  great  pattern   of  all   prayer. 
Teach  them  to  retire  every  morning  and  evening  to 
pray,  and  to  pray  frequently  on  the  Lord^s  day ;  and 
alfo  caufe  them  go  and  pray  together  by  turns;  this 
would  be  a  good  mean  to  engage  their  Icve  to  one  ano- 
ther, and  to  caufe  them  ftudy  to  be  more  ,graye.  aijul 
exa£i  in  their  prayers :  and  therefore  it  were  fit  alfo  to 
caufe  thenv  pray  fometimes  in  your  own  hearing.     En- 
join them  alfo  to  be  fervent  and  fincere  in  prayer,  and 
'  to  pray  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  God's  all  feeing  eye  that 
beholds  in  lecret,  and  with  an  awfu^  regard  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  great  day.     Likewife,  when  tficy  come  to 
any  capacity,  tell  them.  That  ih;-y  mull  not  reftridi 
themTclves  to  their  forms,  but  muft  make  a^dition^  of 
their, cwn  framing;  tell  them.  That  God  loves  thefe 
words  he rt  that  come  from  the  heart;  and,  for  thqir 
help  therein,"  tell  them  often  of  their  fin  and  mifery  by 
n,atuie,  and  of  their  need  of  Chrifl:,  and  his  blood  to 
Wafh  and  fave  them  \  dire£i  them,  frequently  to  fay, 
**  Lord  teach  nic  to  pray,  give  me  thy  Spirit  to  help 
rat  to  pray."     Alfo  e^eiy  Sabbath  night  enquire  at  them 
what  new  words  and,  cxpreffions  they  have  got  and 
added  to  their  prayets,  and  encourage. and  reward  them 
according  to  their  diligence.    O  parents,  ncglc£l  not  to 
teach  yoiir  poor  chiluren  to  pray  and  read  :    Will  yoi^ 
teach  them  to  work,  and  not  teach  them  to  pray  ?    if 
you  do  it  not,  the  devil  will  teach  them  to  ban,  lie,  and 
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play  on  the  Lord's  day.  And  will  it  not  b^  a  fearful 
tcckoning  that  you  will  have  to  m-jke  ere  long  for  theli* 
prayerlefs  and  perilhlng  fouls  ?  A  grcar  many  childi«cn 
negled  prayer,  not  fo  much  from  their  averfion  to  it,  as 
ftonp  this,  that'  none  take??  c^re  to  teach  them  how  to  do 
it  J  and  hence  it  i; ,  they  o^ten  negledi  it  alt  their  days, 
"Whtr^as,  if  they  weic  eir'y  taught  and  put  on  the  duty 
of  prayer,  the  habit  znd  cuftom  of  the  thing  would  make 
it  turn  cafy  and  delightful ;  but,  when  this  i^'  ncglcft- 
ed,  they  cannot  afterwards  be  brought  to  it,  without 
great  rel\i£lance  and  difficulty.  So  that  you  fee,  O  pa- 
rents, if  ye  iJiiprovf  not  the  feafon  of  youth,  the  blood 
Qf  yoiir'chrdrens  fouls  will  be  laid  to  your  door. 

5.  It  16  very  proper  on  this  day,  adcon  as  your  child- 
ren are  capable,  to  take  them  afide,  and  folemnly  to  tell 
^em  the  Vows  you  took  on  at  baptifm  in  their  name^, 
and  as  fponfor$  for  them,  and  how  you  publijiy  engag-. 
cd  "  that  they  would  be  the  Lord's,  and  renounce  the 
world,'  the  devil,  and  the  ilefh  :**  And  therefore,  for 
your  Own  exoneration,  you  (hould  take  them  folemnly' 
engaged  to  do'  and  perform  all  thofe  things  which  you 
promifed  in  theijr  name.  .  Put  them  to  it  pcrfonally  and 
explicitly  to  own  ind  renew  their  baptifmal  covenant, 
to  (hew  themfelves  Chriftians,  not  Only  by  their  paretitg 
dedication,  tut  alfo  bv  thdr  own  deed  and  voluntary 
confent.  Let  each  of  them  ptofefs  and  fay,  ««  1  chufe 
God  the  Fatlicr  for  my  God  and  Father,  1  chiife  God 
the  Son  for  my  Redeemer  and  Saviour,  I  ctiufe  the 
Holy  Ghoft  for  my  Guide  and  Sanftifier,  GodVword; 
for  Vny  rule,  God's  people  for  my  companions,  holinefs 
for  my  way,  and  heaven  for  my  home  " 

6.  Take  care  this  evening  to  give  both  them  and 
your  fervants,  many  fcrious  and  affeflionate  admoni-' 
lions  cohceriitng  their  foals,  and  their  duties  to  God 
arid  man.  Warn  them  folemniy  againft  fin  and  vice^ 
and  particularly  thofe  vices  that  are  too  common  among 
ns  'f  ftudy  to  check  and  difcourage  the  Beginnings  of 
vice  in  children ;  obferve  and  watch  the  firft  appear- 
ances thereof,  aqd  pluck  them  up  by  the  roots  :  For,  if 
vice  be  connived  at  in  the  beginning,  it  will  turn  after- 
irards  too  ftrong  for  you  ;  but  when  it  is  never  fuffered<> 
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to  appear  to  pafs  without  reproof  or  corre^idil,  mt 
helps  by  degrees  to  breed  in, children  an  abhbrrehce  of 
it  Labour  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  l>eget  in  them  frightf« 
ful  impreffions  of  the  fins  of  fwearing,  and  profaning 
the  name  of  God,  the  fin  of  difobedience  to  parents, 
jthe  fin  of  Sabbath*breaking,  of  lying,  obfcifne  words, 
ftealing,  pride,  paffion,  retchge,.  negleft  of  prayet  and 
reading,  &c.  Study* to  jpierfuade  them  to  godlincfs' 
with  the  molt  endearing  language,  and  prevailing  ar- 
guments, according  to  Prov.  xxxi.  i.  a.  3.  that  fo  you 
may  eonrince  them  that  in  all  your  admonitions  and 
reproofs,  you  have  an  earned  defire  for  their  welfare, 
atid  that  you  and  they  may  dwell  ih  heaven  together 
through  all  eternity.  It  is  fbmetimes  needful  foleninly 
to  obteft  and  charge  them  to  mirtd  their  d^ty  j  as  Mr 
Bolton,  ii  godly  man,  faid  to  hi&  childret^  on  his  deaths' 
bed,  **  I  charge  you,  O  my  children,  not  to  meet  me 
at  Chrift's  tribunal  in  a  Chriftlefs  and  gracelefs  condi- 

^,  Jojp  fervent  prayers  this  day  with  your^  eiidia- 
vou#s  \  for  prayerlefs  inltruftion^  will  not  profit.  Pa- 
rents ni^y  plant,  minifters  may  water,  **  but  God  only 
<5an  give  the  ihcreafe."  ,  You  ought  to  take  fome  time 
ihi^  day  to  pity,  mourn  and  pray  for  your  children,  j 

fervants  and  relations,  that  are  in  the  darknefs  of  a  na«  | 

tural  ftate,  and  under  the. fla very  of  fatan.      If* any  | 

of  them  were  taken  by  the  Turks,  and  laid  in  dark  ' 

dungeons,  treated  as  flaves,  fcourged  every  day,  and  | 

barbaroufly  ufed  ;  would  not  your  bowels  yearn,  and 
your  hearts  bleed  for  them  ?   Or,  if  any  of  youir  near  ,| 

relations  were  dead,  would  you  not  mourn  for  them  ? 
And  are  you  nqt  more  concerned  to  jpnourn  and  pray 
for  them  that  arc  fatan's  fljyes,  jufticfe's  prifoners, 
ipiritually  dead,  and  fcntenc^d  to  everlaftihg,  death  ? 
Uave  you  any  love  to  your  children,  and  will^ou  not 
carry  them  this  day  in  the  arms  of  faith  and  prayer  to 
the  bleffed  Jcfus,  bcfeeching  him  **  to  put  his  hands  of 
i^ercy  on  them,  and  bleis  them  ?"  as  in  Mat.  xix.  13. 
yea,  not  only  pray  for  theni,  but  take  them  aiongft  with 
you,  and  let  them  be  the  eye  and  ear  witneflcs  of  your 
prayers,  fighs  and  tears,  for  the  convtrfion  andfalvation 
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of  ^t\t  iovXi  \  and  who  kno vs  but  this  might  work  up<^ 
OKI  their  hearts  ?  Let  jhem  hear  you  fay  to  God,  j46  Ja- 
cob^ Ccn.  xxxiii  5.  *'  Lord,  thoti  haft  gracioafly  gi- 
ven me  thefe  children,  but,  Oh!  (you' may  add)  Lord^ 
I  have  given  them  firi,  that -is  their  portion  from  mc* 
Lord^  though  I  cannot  give  them  Chrift  and  gracc^,  yet 
thou  canft  do  both ;  they  are  born  to  me  once,  O  that 
they  may  be  born  Xja  thee  a  fecond  time  !  Say  as  Abra- 
ham, Gen.  xvih  *'  O  that  my  Iflimael  may  Kve  before 
thee  P'  Arid  Deut.  xxxiii.  "  Let  my  Reuben  livcj 
atid  not  die."  n  Let  thefe  who  are  piecers  of  my  bowels, 
and  are  now  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  ^\n^  Ifve  in  thy  fight; 
tHou  art  the  Lord  of  life,  bteathis  on  them,  and  they 
Ihall  live.  Lord,  lei  not  thefe  vt^ho  are  fo  dear  to  me 
fjy  in  the  flames  for  ever ;  one  houfe  holds  ua  ndw,  let 
one  heaven  hold  us  hereafter.  Cry,  as  thofe  in  the  gof- 
pcl,  Mat  xvii.  *'  Lord,  have  mercy  6n  my  fon  y  my 
daughter  is  grie^^bufly  vexed  :**  Lord,  come  and  heal 
them,  and  let  me  fee  my  children  to  te  the  work  of  thy 
hatids  in  the  midft  of  thy  houfe  j  thenihall  not  my  face 
wax  pale,  nor  be  aOlamed,  but  I  will  fahfliify  the  holy 
One  of  Ifrael,**  Ifa»  xxix.  22   23.  * 

But,  in  midft  of  thefe  fecrist  atld  family'duties,  necef- 
fary  on, the  evening  of  the  Lord's  day,  it  is  needful  that 
our  frail  bodies  be  refrefhed  with  meat  and  drink ;  and, 
the  Work  of  the;  day  beinoj  near  oter,  you  arc  at'  the 
more  freedom  to  eat  plentifully  5  yet  itili  with  holy  feat 
aiiid  caution,  and  a  deftre  fpitltually  to  improve  the  time 
of  eating,  and  to  make  God's  glory  your  end,  in  eating 
and  drinking,  i  Cor.  x:.  31. 

-  if  you  be  to  havie  company  or  ftrangers  ^ifrith  you, 
then  look  to  God  for  wifdom  to  behave  yourfelvcs  ih  all 
yojur  words  and  deportment,  that  you  may  neither  do 
them  harm,  nor  get  harm  from  them.  Say,  "  O  that 
my  lip^  this  night  were  like  thofe  of  the  righteous  which 
fscd  many  !" 

When  you  are  called  to  fit  down  to  fupper  this  night, 
think  or  (ay,  *^  How  happy  were  f,  if  I  were  vi6^  call- 
ed to  fit  down  and  fup  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacttb, 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  at  that  higher  table  th«fct 
(hall  never  be  drawn,  where  they  enjoy  an  cverlall^ing 

Sabbath, 
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Sabbath*  that  hath  no  night  nor  darknefs  to  follow  upoi^ 
it,  as  this  hath  V* 

When  you  fee  the  tnble  covered  for  you,  O  blcfo  the 
Author  of  it  and  fay,  "  When  God  remembers  me,  let 
me  not  forget  him :  Oh  let  not  my.  table  turn  a  fiiare  to 
me ;  let  me  never  make  a  god  of  my  belly,  nor  employ 
my  chief  care  for  the  meaf  that  periflieth." 

When  the  meat  is  brought,  let  us,  according  to  our 
Sdviour*8  example,  look  up  to  heaven,  and  pray  for  a 
bleflinjg  on  our  food,  and  for  the  fanftified  ufcof  GodV 
creatures,  that  we  may  taftc  covenant-love  in  common 
mercies,  and  enjoy  the  Creator  while  ufing  the  creature. 
Theti  think,.  "  O  how  fwcet  would  thefe  morcies  be,  if . 
they  come  dipt  in  the  blood  of  Ghrift,  and  through  die 
channel  of  the  everlafting  covenant  to  me  !  if  I  could 
enjoy  them,  not  as  a  creature,  but  as  an  heir,  **  and  a , 
joint  heir  withChrift,"  who  is  the  **  heir  of  all  things,*' 
and  hath  been  pleafed  to  adopt  believers  in  his  right ! 

0  how  fweet,  if  every  morfel  did  come  from  my  Far 
tiler's  hand,  and  fent  from  his  table,  as  an  earned  of 
greater  and  better  things  laid  up  for  me  Above  !  Lord, 

1  am  not  worthy  of  the  lead  <:rumb  thatt  falls  from  the 
table  of  thy  providence,  and  yet  thou  ctfvcrfett  a  full, 
table  to  worthlefs  moi  ''  what  ih^U  I  rehder  to  the 
Lord?** 

Is  thy  provifion  but  fmall  ?  Then  ftu4y  to  be  conteht 
therewith :  Confider  how  cheerfully  Chriff  the  Heir  of 
all  things  did  thank  God  for  coarfe  and  mean  fare,  John 
iti.  when  he  had  but  a  few  barley  loaves  and  fmall  fifties. 
for  himfelf  and  his  whole  family.  How  nmch  better, 
provided  are  we,  than  Chrift  and  his  mmierou^  family 
was  i  And  (hall  we  not  be  eafy  and  thankful  ? 

Hiiive  you  a  full  table  ?  Then  fear  left  thefe  outward 
things  infnare  your  heart  $  and^  for  preventing  of  it, 
think,  ^  O  what  a' poor  portion  would  thefe  things  be, 
if  I  get  no  better !  O  how  miferable  will  I  be,  if,  when 
God  gives  me  bread  to  the  fiill,  he  fliould  fend  leannefs 
to  my  foul  P*  Therefore  remember  Luther's  folemn 
proteft  to  God,^  when  a  bountiful  prefont  was  fent  him,, 
he  protcfted,  **  That  he  would  not  be  put  off  with  cona-. 
mon  mercies.**' 

But^ 
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But,  if  you  hiive  any  clearnefs  concerning  your  in* 
tcretk  in  Chri(lt  the  fight  of  God's  goodneb  to  you  in 
a  full  table,  (hould  caufe  you  rejoice  in  himi  and  fay, 
*^  Ail  this  and  heaven  too !  O  what  a  good  Mafter  do 
wcfervc!" 

When  you  have  eaten,  and  are  full,  fee  that  ye  forget 
zu>t  Qod  your.  Maker  and  Benefador,  but  with  heart 
and  mouth,  in  a  folemn  manner,  give  thanks  to  him* 
Q  believers,  you.  have  four  things  particularly  to  give 
thanks  for  ^  i.  That  God  gives  mercies  to  furniCh  your 
table,  a.  Health  to  ufe  them.  3.  Peace  to  meet  to« 
gether»  4.  That  ye  have  a  right  to  them ;  I  mean  not 
a  common^  but  a  covenant-right,  a  right  by  virtue  of 
Chriii'e  purchafe. 

It  were  very  agreeable  to  conclude  ail  by  fi.nglog  a 
plalm  of  praife. 

I  do  not  offer  to  ftint  any  Chriftian  family  to  any 
precife  particular  method  of  performing  dutes  on  the 
Sabbath  evening,  but  muft  leave  that  to  be  determined 
by  the  prudence  of  mafters  of  families,  according  to 
Uie  circumftances  of  their  fa^jnilieS.  Soniie  may  find  it 
convenient  to  catechile  their  children  and  fervants,  and 
repeat  the  fermons  before  fupper,  fome  after ;  fo  fonac 
may  pet  form  family-worftiip  before,  fome  after ;  others 
botli  before  and  after.  Let  every  man  be  fully  perfuad« 
ed  in  his  own  mind  \  only  labour  that  no  duty  incum« 
bent  be  omitted. 

i  do.  not  fay  that  all  the  foreoamed  duties,  in  all  their 
folvmnity  are  indifpenfably  neceffary  every  Lord'&  day; 
for  time  and  circumdances  may  fo  ftraiten  us,  ih«it  wc 
cannot  get  theoi  performed  fo  fully  as  before  directed, 
efpecially  as  to  the  inftru6tiom  oC  children,  and  exami- 
nation of  ourfelves ;  but  what  cannot  be  overtaken  in 
one  Sabbath  let  it  be  done  in  another.  I  hafe  chofen  (o 
be  pretty  full  in  this  diredory,  becaufe  it  may  be  ule- 
ful  alfo  for  other  days  in  the  week. 

Concerning  Secret  Duties  at  the  chfe  ^f  the  Dayi 

WHEN  family  duties  and  fuppjcr  arc  over,  and  the 
condition  of  our  weak  and  weaty  bodies  begms  to  call 

for 
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for , deep  and  xeft»Jet  us  endejiTour  toclalb  tUs  holt  day 
in.B  due  and  fuitabie  'manirer.  Take  thtfe  Tew*  J^pc« 
tionf } .  •      -  '  V       •  ''. 

i.  When  you  find^flcc|>  begitmjng*  to  afiault  you, 
tbink>  ^y  O  how  foon  are  we  tired  of  doing  £Ood !  O 
that  wje«coiiki  fay.  Though  we  maybe  femew&t  weary 
with  .our  work,  yet  we  pt^  not  weary  of  oqr  work ! 
,And.Jt  ia  our  irgj'et^  that  we  Qiould  belaid  under  a 
.  »ec^ty  x)f  lofing*  fp  much  of  our  tirpc  j*n  flceping^  aj^d 
IhouU  Ue  fo  Jong,  incap^le  of  ferving  either  God^  or 
manr  liCtthis  m^ke  us  long  to  be  thex^^  where  there 
(ball  b^  no  need  'of  fieep>  but  we  IQibII  be  like  the 
.angeU  of  iGNod,  who  never  fleep  nor  reft  from  ferving 
and  beholding  God. 

IL  Think  how  4;ernble  i«  it  for  a  Chfiftlffs  uncon- 
verted Gnner  to  lie  down  thie  night  with  fo  many  nui- 
}AjOti&  of  unpardoned  fitis  on  his  back,  to  fleep  fecurely 
.within  the. flood  mark  of  God's  vengeance,  and  within 
aitcpof  hell !  O  unconverted  roan, confic^er^.your  con- 
tinual hazard ;  you  neycr  lay  down  with  affurancc  to 
rife  again  \  you  never  ilept'One  Sabbath  night,  with-af- 
;furance  you  would  fee  anpther  Sabbath,  lor  bear  apother 
iermon  ;  aed  Low  can  you  live  at  peace  in  fuch.'a  cc|n- 
dition  h  Death  and. hell  are  ever  before  you:  it  'is  a 
wpn<kryou  do  not  thinkon  them  by  day.  and  dream 
of  them  by  night,  lie.downin  fear,  rife  in  fear,^attd  live 
in  fear,  left  death  come  before  you  be  converted ;  it:  is 
a  ^"onder  you  can  get. any  fleep  in  :this  conditton.  If 
your  body  want  but  meat,  drink  or  ^slothing,  yea,  rf  you 
.have,  but  an  aching  tooth,  it  hinders  you  to  ueep  *,  and 
yct,wilt  thou  llccpv  O  finner,  when  bot^i  foul  and  body 
artf.pathe  brink  of  hell,  and  the  devil  gapiin^and  roar- 
ing for  you  ?  O  then  refolve  you  •*  will  not  give  fleep 
to  your  ,cycsi  nor  flumber  to  your  ^e-lids/'  till  yqur 
fpul  be  in  a  better  condition  \  at  leaft,  till  you  pour  out 
your  heart,  confefs  your  fins,  lay  down  your  weapons 
of  rebellion^fand  bemoan  your  cafe  before  the  Lord, 
and  look  up  t6  Chrift  fpr  pity  and  pardon.  We  (hould 
i.ot  ;ivilliDgJy  venture  to  fleep  in  that  cafe  vre  would  not 
venture  to  die  in*  How  many  have  been  harried  into 
clf&r^y.in  a  moment !  O  think  with  yorfelf.     *^  JDeath 

' '  may 
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,4tn^y  l|e  within  a  day's  -manrch  of  me  :  to  day  I  am- fin- 
ning, but  toniorrowr  I  m«y  be  dyingi  O  what  if  death 
take  me  doing  the  devirs  work  ?  will  it  not  fend  me  to 
himto^ecei¥e  my  wages  ?'- 

'  III.  B^foie  you-  lie-  down  this  *ija|ht^  c^orifcfe  and 
mourn  oirer  the  fin$  of  thte  bypaft  day  vl«ntent  your 
maaifoLd  ihortconHBga  in  public,  in  private,  and  feet et 
duties.;  fay,  •*  Alas  for  the  inean  and  loi^  conce^kftis 
I  haye  had  of  God,  the  ^  great  objeft  of  worfhip  this 
day  t  'What  formality  and'hypocrify  in  hiy*  sfpproaches 
to'  hinx  I  -O  how  vain  and  wtlndeTihg  were  my  thoughts, 
when  they  ihould  havcbeen  mod'  fixed  atid  intcAt  upon 
God!  y*ow  dark  and  blind  was  my  undeYftanding, 
when  God's  truths  were  laid  before  me  !  How  little  of 
the  Avil  of  fin,' or  beauty  of  holincfs,  did  t  f:e  !  Lord 
how  hard  aljdCnty  was  niy  hearty  little  afEjft^d  by  all 
the  ftrokes-.of  the  hammer  of  thy  word  upon  it^^  How- 
dead  and  carnal  Wer«.  my  afi^(ftioti5»  little  ilnaved  "by 'all 
the,  rich  diif^lays  and  offers  of  Chrift'a  love  and'beauty -! 
Hq^  iieepy  was  my  confei^nce^  little  flarfed  by  Ml  thfe 
repioofs  and'^ii^eatenifngs  of  thy  word  !  Howfatfe  and 
treacheriaus;  was  myf  memory,  in  fcttihg  flip*  the  iwect 
counrelsaiftd^  comforts  I  heard  2  Oh  whit  by  ends  have 
I  had  in  duty  this  day  ?-  How  little  havt*  I  lieenebri- 
^ned.for  ^he  intercft  of  Chrtft's  church  and  kmgdorft 
ia.ihe.woi;ld!.*Bow  idle  andunedifying  hareihy  wbrda 
been,  when  ia  company  I  OhhoW'-littlc  havt  i  done  for 
God's  gloryi^ormy  fieighBbur'e  good  this  day  f '  Andi 
having  thus  humbly  coirfefffed^our  6ns»  and  (hortc^im*. 
ings  this  flay,' make  ippl^catioirto  the  blood*  df  Chrift 
forpardoui  anad  to  hw  ipterceiHon  forai^ceptdnce'wlfh 

.  God,  that  fo  you  may^lie'di^wa  thishight  in  a  vecol^ciled 

ftatc  with  him,..'  •*  m-   •-    ,  •      ••  ^ '     '^ 

lYm  X^omtnit  your(ekes>  by ffervcrit*  prayer  to  God*s 
tuition  and  p^ote^lioa:  through  '^e  tiight,  even  to  the 
proteSion  of.**  him  that  kee^^s-Ifrael,  who  never  ■ftcimj^ 
bers  nor  fleeps."  You  -cannot  fleep  in  fafcty^  unlefs 
Gpd  watqh  for  vou.|Jf6ri  while*  yottardfleepin^,  there 
are  many  enemies  and  o^i^  fpirits  about  you,'  feeking 
your  hurt;  and  you  have  i^off  iend  ^heh  but  God  t<h  ^ook 
to  you :  wYou;  ^e  theo  boih  inftnfible  of  'your  danger^ 
and  unable  to  help  yourfclf.  Pray  then  that  God  may 
Vol.  IV.  Gg  fet 
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Ut  a  htifgt  about  you,  thsUt  fatao  cannot  bifak  tkfW|^ 
siiid'tbat  he  ^nsy  appoint  his  angds  t^  pilchr.tMt  temf 
rotttid about  you;^  and  all. you  hsm*  Ptrayi^lhi^l:  God 
himfelf  may  watch  ovet  you  wbiU  yoi^dr^g,  fleeping^ 
and  may  keep  you  fiom  being  difturbcd  or  ^dfi^fi^di  by 
evil  dreams  or  imaginations  in  ihe  njigUt^r  .Would  y(9^ 
<have  your  reft  refrefiiiiig.  your,  flfep  inte^^  ^d:  your 
dreaoM^  in^ruQingr  and  Qod  hknfeif  to  be  y^ar  K^j^ier 
and  Guard  in  ^  mghti  Then  clofe  (^ia  4iiy  ii^h 
ienrent  and  believing^  piayei  to  Gfid-.to  Cbfift :  Be' 
vreie  a£doH(b  governor  o£  a  ctty»  that,  would  betake 
himfeil  to  reft  before  he  fct  the  watch  iot  the  chy'a 
fafeguard*. 

V.  Endeavour  to  lie  down  this^  nigjh^  with  thankful 
hearts  to  God  \  let  us  blefs  God  for  the  Sahbad)^  and 
loir  all  the  mercies  of  it,  efpecially  for  the  joyfulfQimd 
of  the  gi^pel,  and  the  news  of  Chiift. .  tiut^  Q  \i^v  us 
not  be  content  with  heaving,  the  joyful  feund^  without 
knowing  the  fame ;  with  the*  new  s  ol  Chrij^  without 
an  inteireft>  in  Chrift,  with  Chrift .revealed  to  im^  udtk- 
out  Ghrift  jcevealed  in  ii$»  Letu^  |iot  be  like  fo^iOi 
ehild)ren^>  that  play  by  the  ii^t  o£^t  Qaiftdle  which  is 

,  let  up  ('or  their  preparing  for  going  to  f(^ft>,  left  the  light 
be  e3tting4iiihcd^  and  we  go  at  laft  ^  the*  bed  of  Ac 
grave  in  the  darknefs  of  fin  and  forrow.  Have^  you  any 
coftifortable  view  of  yoar  intereft  ixl  Chrtft^  or  had 
yoit  any  thing  of  his  Spirit  or  prefenee  tbis  day  in  the 
ordinances  i  then  rej^>ice  in  God»  and  fay  with  the 
Pfalmift,  <^  Blefs  the*  Lord,  O  my  fouU  and  forget  not 

t  all  his  benefits :  Return  unto  thy  reft;  O  my  fouV  for 
*  the  Lord  hath  ^iealt  bountifully  with  thee«" 

Again,  blcfs  >God  for  health  $nd  peace  to  lie  down 
with.  *^  Some  are  diftrefitd,  they  dare  not  lie  dowil 
^  jbr  lack  of  breath  \  others  are  chafed  from  their  beds 
and  dwellings  by  the  raging  fword  or  p«ftilence;:and 

-  behold)  I  may  lie^  down  .without  Wf  to  make  va^ 
I  afwid''  , 

^  Further*  let  us  blefs  the  I^ovd  that 'wq  hawe  warm 
^  bodsfo  lie  on,  and.i|ot  the  cold  groundi  with  a  ftone 
'  lorour^^iMow,  as  Jacob  had^    Many  of  God's  dear 

-  Ukmitfit'vlym  th^  world  tn^u^  wg^thy^  wsxe  put  to 
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4iein'^:lii')Mlis:abdxamtioftlieeafth/'  -Nay,  <<N;i^ 
fitfn  ef  tiMiiirbatl  not  where  «i>  iay  Ma  head,''  while  he 
ttved  in  ikiB  iil!i||ratcfui  world.  Wonder,  at  hisihomili- 
rattt>n,  <Andiay, '*'  Hadat  not  been  for  hini,  inftea4  of 
ft  refiKffii^g'bdyij  >I  tntihthave  >beefi  lying  down  this 
(iiighrkithie  fiamesof  belh''  «.    . 

VL  it  i6:«'eryrpfoper'thi9>ingfat|  at  well  ae  every 

.  tiigbt,  to  lie  down  with  thoughts  of  death  and  eteioityk 

![%ii>k,iMMr  Ibaife^oiie  Sabbath  k6  to  iwe  in*  Ae  world ; 

^  -aad,  O  that  thereby  I  may^bo  a  Sabbath-day^s  journey 

•nearer  heateni  mhtte  1  iha)i  celebrate  aa  eternal  >  Sab- 

/bath,' that  will  mint  draw,  near  sn  end  f  O  to  be  there 

-where,  there  is  no  flcep,  no  night  to  interrupt  the  iaints 

icoaunumofi  wicli'.God:!   W&n  you  are  pitting  off 

yMiriclOathS)  think,  i  the  dnnois  near  when  you  «iu^ 

put  dF  miiB  «arthfy  tabeinaclc     Wh^  youfoy  afido 

•youY  ^ann^nts^ 'thinks  ibntttft  Liborlly  by.aiide  the 

garmefntiofi^thkbody.     Omay  I  ihenezpeA  immrdi^ 

'iateiy  to  beoloatbtd< upon  :witht glory  and  wmnonaAiiy; ! 

4ind,  Audtl^noc'Iotigfoivthattkne/^  miis booy^  i&  iis 

'beft  ftate,  ia  bttCia  peiibii>to  a  believfaig-feul,  atHidetaina 

itftomjttf^happineft.     Blata,^  though  a  heathen^bni 

focb  eUar  appfcfaenfions  of  tbs  iiKunortality  of 'the  ff»h 

that  he  &id  to  one  that  fed  highly^  .«<  Wi^t:ineaa  y«tt 

to  make 'your 'prffoii  Co^ftroog?"   Am  I  a  believer  in 

TOuift,  atidihull  nor  I  be  ioob^  long  tfarough^dM  gcatf  a 

lof  mortafiiy^  tiiltlie  jaylor  come  and  open  my  prifoa- 

.door^  knock  off  the  letters  of  .fin»  andifet  moat  liberty, 

-that  I  may  r with  j«y  iy  to  my^ecemal  reft  i  MoreOfer^ 

thiok  kow)willi«i'g  wearetoputoff  ourdoathiat^aight^ 

that  we  mi^y^o  to  reft,  efpsoiaHywhen  we  ate^weary^i 

and  wiib-andr  £iy,  O  that  i' were,  in  a  condition  to  put 

off  the  body  at  death  whhiaa  great twiUingnefs  and  &» 

tisfadion  1  and,  widi.PauU  long  ^<  to  be  diflblved^'' 

«iid:4o  put  off  this  clay  tibcrnacle.     Mr  Dod,  a  holy 

oiaa,  faith,  *<  if  ^parenta  Ifaould  tell  children  who  hate 

plsiyed  ail  day,  that  they  muft  go  to  bed  \  they  begin  to 

cgj,  amd  (hew  vd«£tmof :  'fiut  a  labouiiiltgiBHin^ji^  glad 

when  night  comes,  diat  he  maf  go  to  relt%^    >3o  ^lays 

he)  to  the  Wicked,  who  have  mif-fpent4the  day.of  t<tseif 

life,  de«ihiruiunwekoine  gwefi.^  but  tbocg^i^/jvre 

G  g  a  toffed 
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t  th]9<ward,  and  therefore  ate  cafi- 
i  of  the  grave,'  ^  where  the  \tricked 
;  and  whei«  the  weary i  be  at  refV* 
retries  them,  fatan  wedfies  the&i^ 
fheibj  fickflefe  and  trofit^  "wenry 
itbfenoe  wearies  them^  df  rtfae  wotld, 
[  define  ta  be  at  reft  'feoioi'  tiX  thefe 
-trouHesC*^  .r-^^.y.    ,-■..,.■•     .  -    .         .:  ■  -  v' 

>  Wbeto^u  fee  yburfeif  ftript  of  your  ^k^hei^  thbk; 
**  Naked  cstme  I  into  the  ^orld,  and  Raked  OmU  I  u^ 
turn 't-  iKun  carry  no€hfaig$^4«ehce  of  aB  ffiyioartMy  en- 
joyments^ Lord,  kt  m^^ncttt  chufi  myponfen  in 
thefethings  I  muft  k^t  eUtsMf  behind^nie;  -  Let 
worldlings  ttfle£l  on'  this  :»^  Ati  ihcHe  things^  for  which 
yo«  have  tailed  and  labcmredfor^iB^fny  veari,  jinufflttft 
leaire  in  one  night,  Lnke  xiii'ao^  ^Nofmtfg^^UyoQr 
earthly^  treafures'  tan  you^ carry  alongtt  with  you  to 

•  anoilier  world,  nn^eis  it  be  the  rnft^ereof^^towitneft 
itgainft  y0U|  and  eat  up  your  fouls  as  a  canksr  to  all 
ctethity,  according  to  Janscsv-  r;»3.  Whatever  be  your 
enjoyixleitts  here,  reoiembi^f  death  ftands  as  a  porter  at 
the  gale  of  etertiity,  to  fee,  that  **  a«  you' brought  no- 

.  thing '  imp  ithe  world,  lyou  catty  tiothing  out  of  -  it/ 
t  Tim.  vi.  7»  'A  coffin  and  a  winding*  flitostiball  be  the 
mod  of  it.  l^ou  may  imagine  what  a  broad  look  the 
.poor  fdul  will  give  then  to  thofe  thfaigs  j^\x  made  your 

,  treaforetheiie.  O  (wiliit  fay)  rooftl  partioo  ever  with 
^Lmy  ridtos?  j»oit  lix'ict^Baked'afhore;  inrctemsty, 
having. notiung  to  relieve  mef  . viuA  1  faffeviian?  ever- 
lailing  .faminei  Poor*  £ovA, '  the  world's  tfeaforea  do  not 
pafs  cuasent  in  another  world  ^  they  cansot^there  pur- 
chafe  you  any  relief,  or  buy  fo  much  as  '*  one  drop  of 
water  to  eool  thy 'flamingitongoo.'' 

I^tiy^ur.:  lying 'down  in  bed,  and  covering  you  with 
clothes,  put  you  in.iiiiiid  of  your  lying  down  in  the  cold 
grave,.;«ndyi3UT  btisg^covered  up  with' earth.     Look 

•  on  your  bed  as  a  tomb  otfepnkbre;  and  every  night, 
before-yQu  ecter  intocit,^  iieek  reconciliation  with  God, 
^and  nc^  difcavoricsof  htstiovein  Chtift,  as  you  would 
dO;  if.1  goii»g;to:yOtti  gravm  •  How  fad  is  tt  to  be:dyiog 
witlifimt  Chrift^   and  God  reconciled  through:  him  / 

Again, 
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Apinj^tfewkf-prfayi  "  Qihat  the  ^rav€  may  be  a  bed 
©f;rcft  t9'ineij«poii  the^ccount  of  Chiift'a  lying  thcie* 
in:!*'.  The  gri»*cis.  become  a  bed  of  rofes.  to.  beiieviefe^ 
bf  J(hc  ¥iohi>f  ahsiton's  lyiag  d^wn  it.  Chrlft  bach 
Iwit^y  ffi«ei^ned  and  'per^in?e(l  it  for  them* ,  Am  £  a 
f}elM^er^iand.{hvi]U  feat  to  He  dourn  in  my  Redeemer'j 
iMcd  ?  Q  b^lievcri  thou  mayed  overy  night  fay,  wi(h  the 
Pfalmift,  **  I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  pcae<,  aad 
fleepi  ffitt^ibouM.bl^ed  Land,  oikly  makeft  me  tq  d^^ell 
in  fafetyi*^  jEfet  iv.-  8-  *  Whto  you  are  -laid,  down, 
"  tCon^i^Hic.whh  yonr  own  heart  upon  your  bed,"  and* 
with  the  tpfalunidtat'  remember  God  upon  your  .bed» 
and  meditate  on  him  in  the  night  watches :"  •  And^  if 
you  iall^afi^qpr^with  fome  heavenly  meditation  in  your 
thott^Uy  your  flcep.  will  be  , mote  fwcet»  your  dreams 
more  coa)fQrtkbley',aod  you^r  awaking>more  tefiethfui. 
And»in  a  fpeeiarmann^r,  leti^us  endeavour,  "on  the  Sab- 
bath-nighty that  as  we  began  this  day  with  the  delight* 
ful  f «m(9ini»rance  of  Chrift'a  refurre&ion*  fo4o  dofe'it 
with  the  cheeYfttI  expectation  of  Chrift's  fecood  com* 
ing,  and  our  a>1^Aking  and  riling  from  the  grave  to  meet 
him.  •  And  when  Chrift  is  faying,  **  Surely  I  qomc 
qjUicUy  V'O,  that  w<b  may  be  in  cafe  this  night  tQiaii* 
fwcr^  "-  Am«n>  even  fo,  come  Lord  Jcfu<  I" 

,  .    Coficerning^  our  carriage  fiffer  the  Sabhath  is  ov^r. 

:  Thosthav^'i  fiiiifhed  the  feco&d.  general  he^d  in  this 
ditoftion^wix.  What  id  requifke  in  performing' the  do- 
ties  of  thebabbatbi  when  it  ia  come  ^  Itirefnains  that 
1  ihould  (peak  a  word  to  the. third,  viz;  Wh^t  t8  in* 
cumbent  on  us  at  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  or  when  it  is 
part  ?  .     .'^  /  . 

When  the  next  day  qometh,  and  wc  are  again  to  fall 
,to  our  weekly-employments,  we  oogh^- so  retain  lively 
imprtiEons  of  the  preceding  day'-s  work  on  our  fpirits^ 
and  not  feon  forget  what  ^ei have  feen  and  heard  ou 
thciSabbach  In  the  fir  ft  place,  let  iis  repent  for  the 
fins  and  (hoxtcomings  of  the  Sabbath,  and  beg  forgive* 
ilefs  iherjLof;  from  God,  that  we  go  r«ot  about  .our 
wordly  employments'  wich  the  guilt  of -the  (Sabbathi^ 
day's  fms'  upoa  us^.leit  they. bring  a  curfe*  upon  ^he 

"  works 


^4^  Smi.ojf^n^  W  . 

^  works  of  our  hands:**:  Again,  let  uspbjrf  tti^»^« 
deavour  to  broi^  much^of  a  Sabbath«daf8  irame  itiio 
the  bufinefs  of  tbe  woek»  and  retain,  much  of  it  throdgh 
the  week  that  fo  we  may  be  the  fitter  f  or  the  next  Ssrii* 
bath>  ye^y  and  in.cafc  to  iong'fbr  it :  This  wbuld:be  a 
fair  way  to  obtain  a  bkffing  on  the  labounrs  of  tbe^week, 
and  to  profpcr  the  **  works  of.  our  hai^ds.*  OblHhaB 
we  bring  fo  much  of  the  week  with  tie  faifo  the  ^ab* 
bath»  and  will  we  bring  nothing  of  the'Sabbath  ^vuith 
US  tnto^  the  week  ^  O  kt  us  ftudy  to  befd  .**  in  ^  the 
'Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day/'  as  to  "  walk  irt^  the  Sphi^* 
all  the  week  thereafter,  mtndf^t  both  of  the' Sabbadi 
pafty  and  of  the  Sabbath  next  enfuing;  bccaufeit  it 
faid  to  us  everyday,  ^:Remember  the  Sabbath-day  that 
ye  may  keep  it:  holy /^  Had  we  niqr^  of  Sabbath^thiys 
thoughts  on  week  day5>  then  week- day  thoughts  wovild 
lefs  trouble  us  on  Sabbadi>dayii. 


DIRECTliON    IV. 

Cwcetnifig  the  Particu/ur  Sins^  wberehthif'Sanffi^&ti0 
of  the  &ahhatb  is  binderedy  or  the  Soibatb  ptefiined, 

IF  we  would  duly  fah'Sify  tfie  Lord's  day,  \ireiiioft 
confcientioufly  guard. againft,  and  abftain  from,  all 
thofe  Cms  which  are  oppbiiie  thtreunto  \  whether  they 
be  fins  of  omiffion,  or  c&mmiflion^  fins  df  the  keaTt^nf 
the  tongue,  or /of  the  life. 

Of  Sins  tf  Omiffion  w  the  Lsris  Daj.  ' 

I.  I  (hall  begin  wkh4ins  of  omiffion^  dnd  negled 
of  the  duties  of  the  JSabbath.  There  are' many,  alas! 
that  make  this  ahogcthcran  idle  day;  thejr  COnfume 
it  away  in  doing  nothing,  and  keejp  it  no  better  than 
do  the  beafts ;  they  abftain  from  .the  ^nwvks  of  re* 
ligion,  as  much  as  from  the  works  of  their  ealhng^ 
n^ver  confidering  that  the  Lbrd's  day  is  profaned  by 
floth  and  idlenefs,  as  well,  as  by  feiTilc  h|lK>ar  or  in> 

moral 
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fidCfftl  >£k«^t^  There  are  lAany  who  place  all  their  re- 
ligion  la  . negatives,  .like  the  Phai^ifcts,  Luke  xyiii.  ik 
wA  fopiilblir  think  to  b^  jiiftified.  by.  their  negative  bo« 
lipie£i*  *^  Jl  xiQver  yntotsfffii^  my  neighbour^  (fay  fomc) 
I  di4  not:  mock,  a^t  teligioOt  fwear^  drink  drunk/'  &c* 
But  reine^))e)Ck.a  mai)  may  abftatn  from  evil,  atid  yet 
ff^  tO'hdl  for  iH>t  doing  gQod»  Mat.  iii .  lo.  A  tree  is  cut 
4e«im  for  bringing  forth  no  fruit,  as  food.^s  for  bring«> 
ilig;forih'bad  ffuit*  It  is  as  d.ai]^ou$  not  to  do  things^ 
.COiismftMlod.a«  to  do  things  forbidden,  Matth.  xxiii.  23* 
l^iacoifea.Wocprpnounced  againft  the  cue,  as  well  aa 
tlie^aehciU  ,'SKeflothful  fcrvant  La  reckoned  a  wicked 
&ri(an)^  J!itotth.  xxv.  26  and  adjudged  to  utter  darknefs, 
as.Wlas  th^  moft  vitious.  Wherefore  beware  of  pro- 
laiiing.tb/9  XiOfd's  day  by  idlenefsy  or  negleding  of  the 
{^lic»  private,  or  Xecret  duties  above  rhentioned,  which 
are  requifite  on  this  day ;  And,,  ia  a  fpecial  planner, 
beware,  . 

Firfiy  Of  ncglcfling  the  hearing  of  the  word  this 
4ay,  or  forfaking  the  aflemblies  of  .God's  people  upon  it. 
What  madnefs  ts  it  to  fligjht  thp  means  of  faving  your 
lives,  »nd  delivering  your  fouls  from  hell  ?  What  con*- 
tempt  is  It  of  Chfi^ift's  bowels  of  mercy  ?  If  a  great  king 
iho«ld  fend  aii  ambaifador  to  a  condcttoned  maiefador, 
with  ofleris  of  remilKoii ;  would  it  not  highy  exafperate 
himt  if  he  refu^fed  lb  much  as  to  hear  him  i  O  what 
may  Godjay  to  fuch  fooiifh  (innera  in  the  day  of  their 
diftrefsi^  when  they  ^ry  to  him  ?  May  he  not  fend  you 
to  the. gods  you  h<«ve.ferved,.aiid  tell  you,  *^  Ye  would 
not  come  and  hear  me  when  I  fent  nxoft  gracious  pro- 
pofab  of  peace  to  you,  neither  will  I  hear  you  now  ?" 
With  what  torture  and  anguifh  will  you  eternally  x^(izGt 
en  yolir  foliy  ?  If  you  could  now  but  lay  your  ear  to 
IkeliV  door,  and  ixcar  fuch  gofpe^&igbters  crying  out 
si|pitnft  their  fin*,  it  would  make  your  hearts  tremble* 
Supp«fe  yon  heard  them  fay,  **  O  if  time  could  be  re- 
ealled,  what  would  we  give  to  hear  one  gofpeUfermoA 
f|om  the  nK>{t  delpifed  mioifter!  How  many  miles 
would  we  go !  Yea,  we  would  run  from  fea  to  fea,  to 
hear  one  encouraging  i^tence  fnun  Ghrift's  mouth,  or 
iu&nieiiibnigers:  Nay,  vvc  would  be  oonteat  to  fuffer  a 

thoufand 
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th<?ufand  years  darknefs  for  pne'day^ft  fofpcii1i^,>isi 
^tl^iufano  years  burning,  for  one  day  of  the  Son  of  mahy 
-many^Vhereof  I  have  neglefted*:  But,  oh  !  \hf^wl^t^ 
Jippe^.^the.  fc^f  m  is  loft,  ,the  £entenc&  paft,  and  vre^jaic 
irrecoverably  und.  ne  !"  O  Jiow  will  the  dcvHs  wtliKh^ 
at  your  fojjy,  and  eternally  upraid  you  with  it?  •  -^^l 
Sfcondi^  Beware  of  neglc&ing  family  duties  oatte 
$  bba.ih:  The  fourth  iComrm^nd  binds  mafters^oC  f;tm» 
IJes  to  jbc  orcful  hereof  j  yet,  alas !  how  fadly  (pfecihfsj 
jieg!etle3?  In  many  places  no  family  prtytrfr^^aifea^ 
ho  family  ii^ftruftions*  no  family  reading ^frGod'sd^rofd 
is  to  ^  ft)\)nd.  Inilead  of  ^*  delig^ing  iii  the^  jftwiiitf 
fJic  Loid,"  wl^ich  is  the  chara£lcF  of*tbe  blcfieddittli* 
Pfal.  i^.  2.  it  is  hid  by  as  .a  feaUd  book*  JTbe^^bA} 
whickmany  fuifer  their  biblcj^  to  gather rbefi^..);he&ii^ 
will  be  a. fearful  witnefs  againtt  theai.^onef.daiy*  ,'  Bift 
iiiOrc  particularly,  I  fl\aU  fpcak^  '  '  <      ""*' 

'  (^  the  evil  of  negUBing  Tamily  Dutiet.    '/     _^ 

^  .i.,^To  4etcr  you  fxom  the  n«gle£i  of  fainil]^  vorRtipt? 
conri^er^  in  wh^t  a  mifers^le  ftate  fTa^fu\m  i^mHAes^ 
ara.    The  Spirit  of  God  ranks  them<inQ9>theNf{m^.>4ab 
tegbry  with  the  **  heathen  that  know.notGad,f  tjcf ,  Si  ajlfct 
For  how  {hould  the  families  of  ClmftlaA^db^^  Miftio^ 
g^uiflied  from  thofc  of  Turks  and  Pagpne^..bttti4ytb«ri 
badge  of  family- worfliipi  WithcH>t..th|$;;badg^4faldi)^i 
you  are  ranked  in  withbeaiheii^».9(r  j^^rfi^MjQe^ 
iiicate^  that  is,  (uph  as  arc.caft.c^ut.pf'lb^' chfVC^  jfktcii 
the  devil's  hands, ^fprofX^ctChiift  bixkf  *^p^)iim)^t3f 
to  thee  ?is  a  hc^th^^'^    Again, -cpnTidfr  wjv>tiis:vth^i!!e.v 
threatened  againil  you  v «  black  ^Iovd;€oat|nu^)^.'faa8|;trt 
over  your  families, ..ready  ^'p;yr;Q>Qn(i^!9|li  ta,ppuf  iiufc^ 
wrath  and  fury  upon  you,  iu)t  in  fmalLdropsj  but 'in 
great  (Iiowers^  to  overwbein[\.y^u*at  oncey  isi^v^  w)|iiih 
youx  bf^ufes  cannot. defend  yoji^,.  thopgb  l^eir  i^wAmoxm 
w^re  on  a  rock,  their. /vyalls  of .  brf^s^  and  .thctr  door&. 
of  iron  :    For,  while  »you  are  without  fanutjr-pf ayfir^. 
you  want  a  roof  to  keep  off  the  fl»W4sr  of:.  wratbj/.iipiA  * 
lie/mght  2^nd  day  expoled  t(^  thin  tj^nribji^*.  jt|^r^f$aio|^, 
**  rQur.  out  thy  fury  upon  tKc  bc;^|bf » i\^x  know.thteaoty  : 
and'ufofi  t][ieJ[aaouUe^.that  caU,iicA  on  ilajyis^im*''  *M4 
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\%  nt&Citiip\^ angtr thatfe tTitteatetied,  but  ftirjr,  wrnth  in 
the  gfeat«ft  hright  and  rage.  O  let  prayerlefs  families 
Ifarim^  the  land  tremble  at  this  fhr^atming!*!' fear,  if 
itM^feprrferitljrciecnted,  if  woiild  make  tMn  cities  and 
jpafifl^es  fomeiJI^lietc :  Btit  though  God  be  jjatierit  and 
long  fuffistiftg,  yetjbeHetfc  it,  there  ar^  fecr^t  and  invt- 
fibleourfite^UrhSch^Kght  ahd  lie  tipon  prayisrlefs  families, 
andthewmkddf  their  hands.'  -  NcgTeft  of  prayer  doth 
tmoont  fh^'toof  tly  let  GoH'^  diirfcs  drop  through  upon 
'  j0WTieffo««^  cMWrefn't  taBfesi  attd  all  your  enjoyments ; 
.  »w  fou^diatudc  yoUffelvds  bf 'ail  fecurity  and  jjroteftion. 
Family^ttf^r^id'iih  excellent  roof  to  yourhoufes'5  it  is 
libethe  ro^f  thiJFt  ift  made  of  Irifti  oak,  which  ho  vend- 
m»»  fpiiler  Mfflt>toueh,  tior  tedge  in. '  Family- wbrfhip, 
4wly  pistfdf  fti^d>  dMlodges  fit^arid  vice ; '  nay,  it  diflodj^es 
lki^vdeW^t»lfi^t  Ami  foi^  thefe  houfes  that  are  haunted 
vith  evil  fpirits,  whatever  other  reafon  may  bfe  given, 
fot  it,  no  doubt  this,  is  one ;  God's  worlhip  hath  not 
been  duly  performed  therein*  And  though  the  devil 
4oth<ifi>ra|^p(»r  ka^viSMcor  audiblt  niaanfer, '  yer  he 
oestaMy  h^iim^ptay^rliefs  hoiifcs }  f dt  he  hopes  fc^r  hrge 
dfiuagto^cHO: 6f  them.'  Why  ?'  fin  and  wick^di^efs  are 
fd<^t»f(B%h.)t'feere5  m^Hctjptidc,  deceit  and' intcmpe- 
raAide^illib<ii#  !(Way  t  fw^aring^  Ctirfing^  k'ndivihg,  lyill 
Wtfa94atfgu4d<tf  the-hdufd'j^^nd  ftechildrcife^in  learn 
it4»tln«gR|i'  •«tfl,  %htell^^t'^yer  itf-JAtrbdut^  iritb  ^  fa- 
imJyg  fttofiftivief^  ^j^rfe  *aniffitrd,  ^^n*-&tati^  ref*6ves :  i^or 
eitfaar  fn^iil  vM  maki  yott  gl v^'  6 vcr  fitniing,  df'  Enwng 
iwd^ii(iAk»-y6u  ^Jipe  ^V^er^a'yingj  they  cairioV  dwell 
wdttegtltertr^  ^But'*ht  hoirit^  which  the  unclean  tpirit 
fiaj*l^4lMj^tf  i|rf5  ft^Y^i,  18  %^htyufe  fwtpt  and  gar nifhed 
fcVihiAVttttd^  bh^tt'tfkin- of *vicdsrte entdf  ahS  dwell  in.'. 
If  God's  wjlrft^pbe  not  in  the  hcftifc,  yola  iii?ry  wVitc, 
'*  Iwort,  h^M  maidy  tipoWds,**  bporfthedoof,  as'thcy 
nfe  u>^do^>#liefi^aft6afti^fh^t?u^VJffl-thc  plague.  What 
ca»'W<5  atp^A^ta  aptaydflcfi'hijufr,  bUtthc'pUguiss  and. 
Cttrfis^>l4<S^I'^  Afetaftam  expeCted  no  good  in  a  prayer- 
Icfcifaa^Pi^ilhettfdt'ef  fef  s^fce  of  Getafi',  Geh:  xx,  11. 
"  SttM^f  *#feai^of  God^is  not  Wthii  plafCey'fhcy'Viir 
fl^me/^i&cPWhat  amlferible{)lace  6{  houfe  rhuft  that 
b^  wheuiTG^*^'  itat  is  ttot  ?  ^ircly  it  muft  be  a  link  of 
Vol.  IV.  .        H  h  fiQ. 


Cn,  a  bi*lt  of  wrath^  a-p^e  of  wclc#l\ Jjprdft,  ,«4,a 
'  habitation  of  di;vUs,      .^  .     .       •     ..j^    ^  .  .,. 

O  mafl^rs  of  families^  will  yotji  pity  tti^fcula  ^  yofMf 
families?  Tremble  left  their  bjo^  Jxj  foui^  Jaycmr 
fkirta.     When  a  child  or  fcrvvit  dies  ou^  pf  ypur  f^,ipf- 
1y,   it  -will  be  fad  if  cpnfci^fice  hajre,  it  |o  ,Iie|L  yoif, 
**  Here  otic  has  die^  o:^t  of  your  hoaf!;i,.^it)bi.!who^ 
;ybu  never  prayed  \   ypu  ^^wfsU  tpg^Acx,  j^yi^^t 
^wfoiiglil:  together  m^y  yci^rs,  but  you  ^ycir.  pfi^teiL^tti* 
getVet.     And  what  if  hi^  ipul  be  g^w^  Jtoi^U  durcwgh 
leour  neKte^t  i  What  if  ^is  blood  b(B.,cbVgft4.W  jp^^? 
|l6w  will  you  anfw^  for  it?  Who ^p;^  p^|J|  b^  h94 
^feen  aftd  heard  yoi^  pr^y^  your  wor^  ^d^  exanv^ 
miglit  have  moved  him  to  gp  intp  a.  Cfipzct  corociram 
jpray  for  his  own  foul,  jind  fo  be  i9igl)t,hivc.i^  fipg* 
ing  with  the  faims  in  heaven,  iqk&e?4  Pfh^^^^^^  ^ 
,^  damned  in  hell  ?^ .   \     /     .  ..  ./..<;;,*'*     ••- 
";^ut  if  the  tafe  be  fp  meWcholy  w^flc^.^y,4ic  jfrpm 
foii,  furely  it  ^ill  be  far  wc^C  when  ypyL  f M\e,  to  die 
yourfclves.     You  h;^Ye  atlypur  days>epti{P^^m^ 
godltb  and  prEiycrlci{?i^veH^  wb||lt.acc0^n^.  v^^^ 
give  of  your  ilcwardfiiipsy  when  ypu  aiM  PiP^np  Ipnlgpr 
itcwards  ?  and  what  au^ijiUh  do  you  thibfc.  will  fciic.«| 
Tou,  wheuj  with  Pive^j  ypu.Oiall  fcfil  ypurf§lvefi;in 
heli,  and  then  begip  (nqt  befpje)  tp  lift  up  .yp'uT  pyes 
to  heaven^  and  fec.jth^  godly  prayiQg  oni;^>  wb^^Pli 
dcfpifed^  afar  off,  and  ^  ^r^^t  |^ulf  ^^  l^f^in^  yen 
and  them  ^  and  alfo,  5F??cn  you  (ballfpc.t^pi5^p/ jp^ 
prayerl^fs  families,  ^hpjin  you  ruipf d  by  yQur> e;s(siimple 
and  if^fi^nce,  bro^gjit  ^dpwn  fQ  tb^fomep^cc  of  ;tm(* 
menti  to  increafc  ypv^^jmift^ry^  and  add  fuel  tp  YOUt 
Samcs  ?  O  mafter ft  pf  pr^yeflcfr  fanylieg,  ttink  on  wefc 
ihinps  in  time*         ^^,  .  .  ,,  •      ,  .  ,    .,    ,  .    .,,  .  J  .  .      » 
*  ph!    wUl   neither  ihe  fjcar  of  hclt   tKot  hope&  ^f 
neavcn  perfuadc  ypu  to  family-prayer  ?  t  sapf  fucc  w 
kfs  would  do  it.  could  I  aflure  you  Jhat  the  daily ^per-» 
formance  pf  it  woul^J  giijp  you  an,  pftate^of  ten  tbe«'' 
fand  rnerks  a  yeur  i .  Yoft  V^tuld  try  it  33  ypu  c»<i>  ai^i 
be  puti£tual  in  it  tpo;.ypu  would  no  ipprej^teud.mul* 
tiiude  of  bufineffl,  yvant  of  tim^,.  gift^  ojr  tcopftd^DiCe. 
'iHad  are  you  fo  atli<?iftijcajl,  a9  (to  grrfej^Tlittk  pf  ihe 


SwftiK  iKTht^ktif  Of  fuppofe  thctc  were 'ftiri^  li^ws 
made,  that|  for  every  time  you  ncglcAed  prayer^  yott 
'-Atoutd^  be  thrown  into  a  ^*  den  of  lipna,^  as  Daniei  W98 
'for  ptkyin^;  or  that  ydu  (bould  lofe  a  6h^^  of  yoirr 
haind,^  oir  bm  pay  a  hundred  merks  of  (me  :  would  ydu 
not  pr^  ad  you  can»  and  fifid  time  for  \t  alfct^^  rani^ 
ftan  lofeyour  life,  finger,  or  money  ?  And  arc  not  the 
hrws^of  God  more  awful  and  ftrift  than  the  hws  of 
inen  1  Is  inot  helPs  dangeony  of  a  den  of  devil9«  more 
terrlMte  than  a  den  of  lions  ?  Are^iiot  beJfa  torments 
ifiore  fVarfW]  thsin  the  lofd  of  a  finger  ?  Is  not  (he  wrath 
tJff'thc  grcSit  God  more  dreadftil^han  a  fine  ?  Oh,  will 
irtot  die  ikzi  at  God  preflil  more  With  vou  th>in  the 
fear  of  AS(n  ?  Remember  Daniel's  2eal  of  tamily-firayer, 
who  chofe  rather^  to  be  caft  to  the  lions,  before  he 
Wotild  forbifttir  h  for  fot  one  day:  Oh,  what  {hall  wc 
fapy  of  thofei  ^^^  ^*W  rather  venture  to  be  ao  eternal 
)^icy  to  tK«  tbarltog  lion,  than  be  at  this  pains  for  falva.- 
tten .  t6  ifitmfeives  or  theJr  families ;  but  you  mav  hear 
In  the Jr  h6Afeg  twehty  oaAs  for  one  prayer  f  J^ 

-  'a.  Confidet  the  great  fin  of  negleding  f afhity.lhftru?!- 
tiM»  Upon  the  SaM>ath»  which,  alas !  is  To  cbmmbi;^ 
lyr^ftoi  whereof  many  chtfdr^  and  fettaiits  are  igho- 
tsitit,'  piray^rleft;  aild  gr^elefi ;  Their  parchts  and  maf^ 
ters  itoiiot  teach  them  tt>  fezd,  nor  iallru£t  fhem  con-^ 
*C*nlttjg*(lie  ppincipieiB  of  religfon }  they  neither  pray  for 
thfem,  ntor'diredJ  them  fco>  to  pray  for  themftlvcs.  li 
the  kfiOWlcdjge  of  Chrift  a  choice  and  excellent  treafure  ? 
Atid  teiU  ^<k  ^itftoU  it  from  thofc  whoih  ybu  love, 
fettiifc  iif'wi!!  n6t  mAe  you  the  poOTret,  but  tlic  richer, 
ttt  fcottlnlunicJi'teit'  to'them  f  It  is  die  commeildatibrt  of 
Abtihith,  thit  h^  both  rt^de  «^  his  hDafchotf  know 
God's  ways,  and  commanded  them  ,to  6be>^  die  fame,** 
Gen.  xviil.  tp.  anfd  do  you  cVtfr  think  to  hnd  in  Abra- 
h!aittfi  bdfom,  that  wilt  not  trdad  in  Abraliam'ff 
fbdtftepd  ^  Mafvc  you  "no  ^pity  or  compaffioti  on 
th6tn  that  are  •*  boiic  bf  yttur^  li0iie,  and  fleffi'bf  yoiir 
iidh  ?*•-  Whfete  ?s  the  yearning'  of  your  bdwcl^  towards 
their  ^e%^^  tbUi^,  that  are  In'a  ftarvin^  arid  jperiftiijifj 
condition  for  lack  of  knowledge?  Will  you  be  iike^lriiei 
bftritihes,  Jcfb  xixix.  that  are  **  Kiardened  againft  tlieir 
H  h  1  joung 


f^t^hiiif^'  t^Mlet^t  them  to  be  dieftio^d^  tSwf  ^j 
bjih^iheW  forth  ?  WA\  you,-  \n  fike  tnannei^  biiiij* 
foi^Hfydoff^  young  of^y  and  then  caapekfe^  leaHre^^ 
tti^4cf  -i'^ptey  to  the  <tevil,  ^ap^i  etetnfcUytl^lsfeltJtiitiMi 
fi^ee^by  him  f  Ate  you  todiffbrent  ^bOttt  ubofe  thai:' 
i^ttfc  fci^th:  of  your  Idiw;  artid  Whoni  y<m'pr0fc(9«o  liwir 
ft/t56irty,^%heth^ir  they  «i^  wiA  the1yi4£fed^J«rii9Jv 
hea?*fan^^6f  #ith  the  ettrfcd  tkvlU  in  hdl  fKcmtmlier} 
O  f  iteftt^i  ivhe  negkA  the  edveatioif  ^E  yiHtrYdAdrc«9 
Gt^msiy  tm»?ih  you  'for  if|  evenin^bii«»^d)  bf  tiftir 
nhnd^urdt)  and  uhdutiftil  carriage  te-  yoa  inoM'^ayfeji 
iW^ibjr- t3icy  maf  biSrtg  down  your^gYliSjr^liaiiw  !BdfM 
fbt^w^  the  grave ;  and  ndMv^hdkr  though  they  imite 
HO  eisnfdence  of  their  duty  to  you,  who  macte'iio  ooiiJ 
fcience  to  teiteh  them  theit  duty  to  God;  •  Remembcf 
allbiTfow-knany children  hare  bcett  btOt^(to>iiinifer- 
ableen#ia  this  world  by  the  negligence  anid  unfiiiithlttk 
n^fs^^f  their  parents  thid  way ;  fome  going  tov  the  gii>i 
b^liavc  bitterly  receded  oti  their  p»re»t(  iaia  the  cattfi) 
of'th^rnln,  for  giving  tliem  fueh  a badesttnplei and 
ii^tf  foftyiieEhig  thcfA  in  the  time  of  tktirywth^  B«Q 
;d)cfv^  ifl»  c^^deF  how  yMr  children  und  {enmm^m^f 
ji{4  tfkn^^t^tty&a  at  the  bar  of  G^  U  t^fniac 
day,  and  fay,  ^<  Lord,^  thtfo  ftand^  lhf>  hAm^  tkoik 
fitttids^y  mafler,  he^never  taught  ui,  -pr^y^d  wJAmf| 
or^H^r  tisf  he  neglected -^rayeri  ht  4MfMf  biCi\Kd^<hc 
bi^ti;  the  Sabbatbi  and  fo  did  we  alter  »hii'  fxampl^b^. 
it  is  true,  we  are  juftlyxoirdemned,'biit  y«trwetpenfli 
through  their  negie^, 'pur  bk)od  i$  upon  ithcir  faeadfif' 
0  parents,  wilf  it* Dot  make  you  i^eiecMeiii^  awdiftRig 
you  to  the  hearti  to4i'eir  your  poor  diil4teti  cf^g  tut 
againft  yoii  in  thbt^day^  f^fit^gy  ■*  Had- you' noticed  loor 
fonh  aa  w^H  aa  our-  bodies,  had  you  btfeii  as  «anrf?d 
tD'teadh  us  theknoWkdgo  of  God  a«  of  ^h:  a' trade; 
it  had  ribt  been  with  un  as  it  is  this  dafv-wc^faad  . 
notnow^ftOod  tremb)if||g  m  expoAation'Of  thatdti^M^ 
ful  doom,  which  is  }Uft  ready  to  be^fbl|p>n'  «^ 
Curbed  ht  the  man  thtft;  begat  us,  aiut  d&b^  papb^jAas 
gaVe/us  (uek  ^  it  is  to  y^u  wei^e-onr-eteVfial^coi^  tel 
mSfcr^.*^       v:   •      ■  '   •    j.  ;.     .    .,:    .:   i-»/**    v»  ...■mi;--- 


^A'feuieryimitn  th>t  great  and  terrible  dajrioftb^  tprfit 
t9»jitaeti^hMr^b9f^  from  your  chUdr^n!  fa^mu^ii. 
«0rfirtP.^4f  God  charge,  you  wicb  their,  bloody  arid  ^f^ 
*f;0  itniiat^ml  wmuhes,  bcMd  hour  manf  fMcpi^ua 
fodb'lfoa  nq?^Qft^d  4iid  rviiwcd,  whofe  haf)pirv;&  ^7,9111-' 
wi^Milb4.ui»4;tOrprocuTe  by  (b  in4U]^*tie«  of  .dMt)r.a-ti4  alf» 
f^Sfon^i^'I^ey 'rwereignocanCyand  y^  iodfu^ed^^oit 
Iwti^jiAlcifriiweptftyeTklb)  aodyoauughit  thcf^ii^^t/j 
lfcttt*'W^ra]Cbiiftlefe,  aad  ?ott  pitied  tl^m-Rot^  1(>^ 
pHE^n^toiH^r  JKSglocied  to  give  them  |i;ood  initf4)jStioR|. 
mt.  yoi^gafrev^ha^  bad  example;  you  fwora^  lyedf:  ipo^ 
Qhfiocii^ty^tbtf^W  the  Sabhatbi  mocked  reiigloo,  &g>  ^^ 
lo^ind^efisfVfirjtrpvadices  they  have  followed  yovLioJiel}^ 
IO'bt»  im  Addition  tK)  your  tj^riueiits  there  for.  ewer.''  i 
t*WKiiridiyf>li  thea  pcevent  thiaf^d  reckooing,  a^id  b& 
£Mittii%kb  )roiur  chiidrea  upon  the  judge's  right  lunit 
ifh^^kymi^  JAftiiud  them  and  pray  for  them.  Q  f4«K 
dlec8»  wOuU  yptt  w«lh  to  have  your  ehildrea  well  pro*; 
Mie(}>th<»i4»y  u]^  a  ftock.of  praycr^s  for  themj  both  fa^^ 
pit^  ani^ret  prayer  t  Thiai^  a  ftock  that  would  nof; 
Vc^tM»ir^[{M»>l(y  «ay»  it  wiU  bo  bdngiag  rimax  10  fooitetbiog^ 
taboi  yM  Mrerd^  and  rouen«  O .  fiM^bera»  youc  bjiu 
dtoaitr^rMtod  in  paift  at  their  <fir^  birth,  let  your  fo^la 
travail  in  p^in. for  their  -fecond  .^ir^:  wh€<r^  is  youn 
maeAotly  tenddtiieis  ttiwwl  l|i«  ftuit  of  y^r  wo^^, 
W9ttld'yoii/fiot>be,fofry  toh^ar  tjbem  icre^in^^arliQ/^i 
Aem^'&yiQg.iQ  hell's  flameaj  without  reni^djtf/rhea 
do  whit  jtniin'  your  power^>  t^prievem  it|  by.ioilru^ 
ing  timnr,  playing  for  cbeio;  and  pitying  wjth  thencu 
.;,  ?%M^  A)1vare.  of  neg^L^i^g  l^cret  d^itiea  this  .day» 
fiich  aa  weret  d(ore>  naentlonody  .aj»di  pHrdiculajiiy.  prayei:. 
If  illieu  be  .w^i  O  fiiMicr, .  th^tircftrMnf  ft  prayer  bcifpr^^ 
Godtbi&ldayy  it  ta^a  black  m^rk  of  a  gt^(Xt\ti&  h$%rt  j. 
iat  a  Ipiift  of  grace  and  fupplicatioo  go  ftiil  j;ogetUer» 
Aa  difficulty  ofiibtM^lniog^  «nd  p^ini^nefe  inff^akingr 
aare  fyflaptotha.of  a  fick  body  \  fo  averfion  to  prAjcr  ig 
a<^.fU4^  o£ia  Qok  foul  zFor^pyayer  is  the  foul'B  breath, 
aadk  ^[mcbil^Gi^- I:»am.  ii».  :U$.  Again^  coalid&r^  ih<;^ 
danger  of  living  in  the  negledl  of  this  duty.  *♦  {i^  I5U) 
t«tt^»mqhOhave  bis  wi(h  againft  thee,   (f^ith  one) 

it 


Sj4  Smso^^tiU 

BR^i'i^/^thcnfrtisfas  fttte  of  thee  a«  %  rtftbrf  frof 
a^trnvelfcir,  whom  he  has  f aft  bound,  lying  in  aiftct^ 
aWd  fci*  «ioutH  ftopt  that  he  cannot  cry  for  help,**  '  O 
prayettef;  (inner,  conrider  fatan  has  theefaft  bound,  and 
h  jtiffrttidy  to  nnirder  thee  5  and  tviit  thou  not  cry  6J 
Gefd  ^ot  hdp  ?  Morcofcr,  think  whata  bttitifh  thfng 
ft  ra  to  liTc  'praycrlefs,  as  alas  many  dtt  ;  they  rife  lil» 
fhebcaW  in  the  rtorhing,  they  ^oA  with  the  beaft^all 
day,  and  ly  down  like  beafts  at  night,  and  never  rtfhi<J 
to Idok up  to  God, ti^^ hehy  them  on  theti' backs  irjf)©!! 
a^^ithibed,  and  then  they  begin  to  (rfy  lifcfe^thc  bc^^; 
#hert  tirtr  knife  is  at  thctt  throat.  Cotifidb,  O  tnah; 
^y  6od  hath  given  thee  a  countenance  ereftcdf.tb^ 
wairA  heaven,  and  hath  not  made  thee  to  creep  on  'att# 
lour,  as  other  creatures,  with  their  baeks  to  h^veri 
and  mouAs  to  earth ;  but  to  teach  thee,  that  thoi  art 
made  to  convcrfe  with  thy  Maker,  and  have  ifltercotlrfe 
wiAheaveir,  and  that  the  world's  hufkf  ate  ttot  fit  food 
for  "tfiji  foul.  We  would  pity  a  poor  man  that  weijff 
iSl^bowed  together,  and  forced  to  go  lijce  a  beaft  a^n 
hailid'ift'and^  ft^,  with  his  eyes  always  to  the  earth  :  An<i 
18  if  i^t^  more  pitiful  fpe£tacle  to  fee  a  fdat  that  is  a 
i^atk  <xf  heaven,  atv)  createcl  fo»f  communion  Witllt 
GM^  fo  crippled  with*  ignorance  and  earthly  mindedS 
ne£i,  as  (till  x6  be  poring  and  grovelling  upon  the 
ei»P#i,  without  lookh^  u^  to  God  its  Maker  aind  iT^g-; 
{Muds'!  ■  ' 

Of  Sins  ofCommtffim  on  the  LorcTs  day* 

II.  IN  the  nejjt  plac^,'I  proceed  to  warn  youigainft 
fins  of  cdmttsifliiDn,  by  which  the  Lord^s-day  is  toocom- 
rtionly  ptofatied :  AM  Ih^efe  are  either  inward  or  6u(- 

wWd.  -  •  .....* 

I.  O/ht^atd  Sihi  ofCmmy^fi. 

■    '  '       •  i  ^         .      .       .  • 

/>  Inward  fins^  or  heart  fias^  tiiould  be  caiHully  golifd-' 
exlagainil  this  day,,  a(  bemg  moil  provoking  to  God, 
paUitfing  to  his,wor(hxp)  and  hurtful  to  ou^-foub.  Sih*i 
fulL^ughAs.  are^  an  ?abomini^ttpn  to  God  ev^ry  di«yi 

•      c    ^ ,  rj  '  prov. 


^o^.  W^^^  iutymore  cfpcewHy  thw  dby.  JJbftngljtt 
«f>j^.^  lb^4  ip.lGrod^3  cart  as.  words  f  axui  he  como^^odf 
jivil  «lvHl]^U»  t6,be  forfaken,  as  well  as  eril  w^f^tif  m^ 
would  hayje  |>ardoii»  Ifa  It.  7.  Wherefore  let. uH/gn 
tcnji^wei  ;ina  (Juiftlfied  hearts,  and  overawe  thqw^wirti 
AejthoiijRHiif  of  God's  pwfeac^  And  pmniideiicp  ^  ji«et 
]^  im^giQe^^U  i)ay,  that  we  h^t  the  found  of  the,lailt 
truinpeji,  anil  Jkc  the  throne  fett  and  Cod  editing,  for  aii 
icpouQt  of  hearts ;  (for  in  that  day  he  will  judge  !fa<^.vta 
zs  well  as  ji^«)  Hnd»,  when  any  evii  thotigbt  breaks ia^ 
6y»  *^  Wixat  it  Cod,  who  fees  this,  (hould  pr(?C?9i;Iy 
<:all  nv&  to  acoount  ?'*  Let  us  keep  a  conftant  w^hovcn 
6ur  heart$  this  da]r»  ftriving  to  orufli  all  fiaful  thqug^ta 
in  the  bud*  at  thar  firft  rifiag,  cry  out  for  Gad*s  hil^ 
l«e^  jis  be  fenfible  what  a  mats  df  viliany  U  ia^  the  hearty 
'^  Itls  delpcrately  wicked^*'  as  Jeremiah. daith  jyea,  f*  OHf 
lAward  part  is  very  wickedoe^^'  Pfal.  v»  $,.  ()enpe  it 
was.that  Lutaeir  t>rQfeft,  that  **  be  feared  his  h^ttngm^ 
thdU  the  pope  pr  the  cardinal  f*^  And  Avgoftioe  praye4^ 
^  Libexaqpe^  Donune^  a  melpfo/'  The  btfaT,t  is  Jike 
^e  Trojan  JliQrfe»  out  of  wbofe  beliy  proceedicd.  armed 
<nemiea ».  fo  out  of  the  heart  proceed  all  evil  wof^s  and 
t^ipns^i  Mat#  XV.  19*  It  is  tne  corrupt  fountau^  froqi 
.whence  all  th^  impure  ftreami  of  z£\uz\  fin  do:flo^^ 
Ti^rcfore  we  fhould  look  narrowly  to  it.      ;, 

'fipt^  he(Jdc^  incident  evil  thoughts^  we  h^vc  na^Df 
e^l  habits  and  plagues  of  heart,  that  we  (hould  guar^ 
againft  on  the  Sabbath,  bemg  fuch  as  profane  the  day, 
and  hinder  the  fanflification  of  it :  Particularly^ 

I.  AthMftn,  and  mifbelicf  of  God's  truths.  If  thia 
harbour  or  prevail  in  us,  we  c^n  reap  no  profit  %  xtlie 
word  read  or  preached  this  d^y«  Why  do  people  delay 
or  refufe  to  embrace  Chrift>  and  leavc.fheir  finf*.,  byt 
becaufi  Aty  want  a  fixed  and  firon  imprelTion  ot  thp 
truths  of  the  gofpel  upon  their  hearts  i  It  is  tnis,  you 
will  not  fay  that  you  mifbclicve  any  of  them,  but  you 
give  no  heart- aiTent  to  the  truth  of  them,  which  is  little 
b^l^-^  ^Qtl'^ive'QO  ficm  inward  CMdit  to  this  gtffpcl,. 
aQdr^Oo^lluJ^^^^i^'i^^  comatsinds^  tfareattmihgi^^vd 
prpi^if<|Sj  jtMt.d)^  are  cdnie  frpnvGod,  ahd  ar^lt^idflri 
ti:»^  9^u^n:>aHd  infallible*     .Were  you  ond^^fiiVt^ly 

'^   ,  perfuadcd 


Bj6  &n5  opftnjiie  to 

perfitadec!  of  the  ccttaitity  of  eternal  life  ^^  eternal 
death,  yoa  would  not  (land  fo  long  hoveting  betwixt 
bes'ven  and  belU  If  once  you  had  the  firm  ip!|preiIiom9 
of  eterna!  death,  you  would  prefently,  "  ^ee  from  the  . 
wrath  to  come  ;"  and  if  you  had  a  due  fcnfe  of  etqrpal 
life,  yon  would  '*  run  to  take  hold  of  the  hope  fet  te- 
fore  you/*  Heb,  vi.  1 8.  But  alas  !  nature  b  half  blind; 
and  cannot  fee  afar  off,  2  Pet.  1.  9.  .  To  carnal  heartg. 
and  eyes,  there  fecms  to  be  a  mift  upon  eternity.;  they 
cannot  fee  into  another  world,  and  they  c^not  believe 
things  irict'feen.  But,  ,0  if  you  would  be  happy,  yjwi 
mutt  ftedfaftly  believe  the  **  immortality  of  the,  foul, 
and  a  fature  life ;;  that  the  Bible  is  the  true  word  of  Go^,, 
and  that  the  bleffed  God,  fent  his  eternal  .$ou  Jefua 
Cfarift  into  the  world  to  affume  manV  nature,  ai^  ^ic 
for  to  redeem  him  from  fin  and^  hell.**  .  Wirh  abhor*, 
rence  renounce  all  doubting  or  unbelieving  tbqughtg  o^ 
thcfc  great  truths  \  rather  doubt  of  your  own  being.thai^ 
of  thefe ;  believe  that  what  now  you  hear  with  your  eai;9>. 
concetniiDg  a  future  life  and  judgment- feat,,  you  will 
flrprtly  fee  with  your  eyes :  If  you  do  it  not^  you*  rub 
the  higheft  affront  on  6od  that  acreatute  is;  capableof| 
for  you  make  your  Creator  a  )yar,,i  John  v.  10.  <  Thif 
is  a  fin  that  devils  are  not  chargeable  with,  for  ^^thef 
believe  and  tremble"  O  finn^r,  what  further  qoniiraiaM 
tion  of  the  truth  wculdeft  thou  have  from  Godi  thaa 
he  hath  already  given  thee  ?  Thou  haft  his  word,.yeay 
bis  writ,  ratified  by  his  oath,  confirmed  by  hi$4nir4cle% 
and  fealied  by  his  Son's  blood;  which  is  far  morc»  a^  . 
far  furer  than  either  a  voice  from  heaveui  or  a  meflcager. 
from  hcH,  according  to  a  Pet.  i.  19.  Luke  ^vi..^.!* 

IL  Ignorance  of  the  truths  you  hear  this  day^  <greaU 
ly  hinders  the  fandification  of  it.  You  cannot  prize 
Chirift,  clofe  with  him,  or  follow  him»  till  ifuch  time  as. 
you  know  him.  How  can  fuch  hear  the  go{pe}yOreni«* 
brace  Chrtil  offered  therein,  tha^know  not  their  rmned 
natural  condition  and  their  remedy  through  Cbrift  ? 
l^any  they  know  not  Chrift's  love  and  beauty,;  hia  abi« 
lity,  fufficiency  and  fitnefs,  in  his  natures,  offices,  .re« 
lations,  graces.  Spirit  and  fulnefs:  They  know  not 
the  deiign  of  his  coming  into  the  world  \  the  naaqner 
'  '  -  of 


cr  1GB&  Ihoi^erwfii^  our  redemption  by  Ms  obedUence>ai^ 
{fiB^^gSf'l^nd  the  manner  of  applying  U/ ^d  .Vjord 
gHgi^  aitlntevieft  theteini  aVid  ihc  neceiuty  atuTnatur)^^. 
of  ftmi  in  order  thereto.  For  a9  oft  as  many  have  fa\^r 
lihSSitttf  my^th^^  they  know  nqt  what  it  is  5  thcjra^^: 
igRimiit  #iiat  it  i$  to  receive  Qirift  as  a  Surety  ai^d  ^it-  > 
¥i^,  aa  a'ftieft  and  King  j  and  therefore  many;gofpcI^  • 
fdM^itsand-Sabbathr  are  entirely  toft  to  them.  ^ 

V0'fifm^dy  Gonfider  the  danger  of  ignorance^  itx«a 
foU  murdering  fin,  Hof.  iv.  6.  "My  people  ^c  dc*  ^ 
4'W  lack  of  knowledge.'*     Do  not  think  your^ 
ance  'win  excttfe  you  at  a  tribunali  or  fare  you  /com  ^ 
H^t^  H  ^t  rather  aggravate  your  fin  and  condem* 
n^SoiH'  to  tic  fmndr  ignorant,  in  a  land  where  the  light- 
(bMes  ft^' pfentifttUy  about  you.    Ignorance,  will  he  fo 
fa^  f^fcrm  kevptiig  ott  wrath  from  you,  that  God  tells  , 
y^it  i8'»f|i(iedai*ptocuring  caufe  of  wrath,  and  mak^a 
yflft^  more  miiferaSte  than  others,  according  to  Uaiah  ^ 
xiAtf.   If.  **' This  is  a  people  of  no  undcrftanding^ 
lAmAoff  he  fiiat  made  them  wilt  not  have  mercy  on  , 
th^bi;  aftni  he  that  formed  them  will  ihe^  tl^em.no  Ja^  « 

^^"'"■'^'  '         .'  .*  ...  :.-^ 

M^ain,  &'8  ignorance  id  a  da?mning  {vt\  iii  itfelf^  fQ  ^  _» 

18  ihr  fruitful  mother  of  many  other  (ins  and  luftd,..  ac^   ' 

cQfditig  to  s  Fftt.  t.  14.     What  is  the  reafon  wiiy  many  ^ 

fweatr,    lyie,   cheat,   break  the  Sabbath,  drink  drunk, 

coiriif^t'pncleatfnefs,  flight  oidtnanec?,  iheglefl:  prayer 

in^dyerf  famiHes  ^vA  d'^^ts,  and"  go  on  im  their  fins, 

wiAuAit  rcfpfenrfng  tt  fleeing'  to  Chrift*  ?  It  is  becaufe  0%  • 

thArfiignorance :  l*hey  are  ignorant  of  Go3,  his  infinite  /. 

juftiee  ^Bd  holy  nanire,  the  evil  of  fin,  and  what  Chrift 

hath'^faffered  for  timbers ;  they  know  not  what  regene-* 

ratk^^  irepentancr  atid  faith  are,  for  aH  they  fpeak  of 

the^  5*  Uttd^how  tJien  can  they  praflift  them,  or  cry  tQ 

God^fbr  ttem7     '  ' 

^jieBi  **  O*  C^jr  feme  ignorant  creatures)  many  havCv  . 
knd#iedge  tfaiit  make  no  good  ufe  of  it  \  yea,  they  are  :/ 
mow  grkcclefoand^  profane  than  we.'*    '        ,     " 

j^f.  >  All  this  ir  too  true,  and  thefe  will  have  a  fa^ 
accdtihttc/rftake^one  day  for  finning  agaip(t  fo  uiuch^  . 
light.'   Btot  tilia  will  Be  no  help  to  you^  for  profanity* 

VJoi.IV.  li  lullf 


258  $m^V»^t.t0 

kills  tb^ntj  and  ig^orancie.  kUIs  you ;  i^f^  ^F  out 
difeafe,  and  you  die  of  an^toher ;  and  your  difi^c  h  dt 
fare  to.  ki]l  as  theirs.  ¥of,  you  to.TCJeds  knowledge,  bor. 
caufe  foDne  who  haye  it  abufe  it  and  periA  ^  is  a^  ridi* 
culous  as  for  you  to  fay,  becaufe  mtoy  die  mrhq  have 
both  food  and  phyG|C|  and.  plenty  of  means  for  prefer^',, 
ing  lifej  I  v^ill  ufe  no  mean^  for  preferving  my  life  «t 
ail )  for,  whoever  di^,  you  are  furc  tO;  die.:  They.tliat 
have  both  food  andi  phyfic  may  die*  but  tbey  thuhw^, 
none  of:  them  cannQt  liv^  So,  whoever  perifb,  igno* 
rant,  perfons  are  fare  to  perifli  ^  foi; they  knoin not. d|dr 
remedy,  they  cannot  makjc  ufe  of: the  means  of  life*  O 
ignorant  fouls,  you.  are  nearer  hdl  than  others;  your 
ftate  is  darknefs,  and.it  borders  upon  utter  daiknef^^  fo 
that  ]rou  are^  as  it -were,  lodging  in  the  next  tooni:  lo 
hell,  having  but  ^  weak  partition,  hetni^st  you  and-  it, 
which  death  n^ay  Weak  d^^n  in  a.memexHv  wd  let.yott 
pafs  into  it.  When  an  ignorant  fiiiner  diet,  there  goee 
not  only  dull  to  duft,  but  darknefs  to  datknefs  ^  the . 
dar)cnefs  of  ignorance  to,  the  darknefs  of  hell:  And  is 
npt  this  a  fearful  ftate  for  you  to  continue,  in  ?-  "What 
madnefs  is  it  for  you  to  do  it,  when  Chrift  is  daily  to- 
♦iting  ycu  to  coipe  to  the  light  ?■ 

O  ignorant  fii>ners,  why  fliould  you  continue Jn  ysivr 
Ignorance,  more  than  th€[fe  of  your  r^nk  in  other  places, 
who  can  difcourfe  moft  fcnfibly  of  ^th^  principles  of  re^ 
ligion,  and  the  concerijie  of  their  fpu^s,  and  can  pray  to  . 
exccHent  purpofe  ?  Hav/;  yo,u  npt  rational  fonls  as  well 
as  they  ?  Have  you  not. tbe  fam^  helps, and  advantages 
that  they  have,  if  you  would  but  make  ;ufe..of  'them7 
Are  you  not  as  capable  as  they  ?  Ypu  are  as,  (harp  and 
knowing  about  worldly  affairs  as  others:  You  kiaqir 
well  enough  the  ?r^nt  of  a  pi^e  of  grounds,  the  valnedof 
corn  or  cattle.;  hut^  alas!  kpow  nothing  of  .tbe.:w^orth 
of  your  fouls,  of  Chrift  and  pardon  to  ^em  :  Yoikaiie. 
well  rerfed  in  the  art  of  plov^irig,.  fpwing  and  reaping, 
and  know  the  right  feafpns  for  therp ;  butt  alas !  you 
know  not  your  feafons  of  mercy :  You  know,  your  ^dr 
m'anack  ,  the  fairs  and  changers  .of  the  fnoop,  yott  kr^fQV 
your  ftory  books  and  ballads ;  and  why  might  you  not 
know  your  bibles  as  wcHj  if  you  would  cn^ploy  th^  fame 
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f^it9'  tina^Hm/kk  W  g^t  i^iima  kMwieSi^e  ?  Havft  ybu 
not 'great  ptenty  of  the  meins  of  knowledgCi  if  yoii 
y96}M  bttt^ttend  tHem,  and  ttiikc  ufe  ot  thehi. 
'    0*f*i».  *<'B«tI  cfahnoc  tead'  tte  bibles  hbv^  <b«iH  I 
lU»ft  ftntfixrladge  r 

yjfnf^TiM^tattiyf^^^^  lofehidced;  it  is"  hard 
to  ^ec  i^^idttt  |>err6nd  itiftrti£t%a  th'>i  cannot  t«sUl  t 
¥<M>0a|ht  td  Ift^Hit  yoHf  lofs,  and  be  tfe  ftiOrc  ill 
prater  (brnfa)^  fpirit  of  Gc^  to  tcath  you,  And  make  up 
liMtPtoft^rMd  thfe  thott  afeflroiis  to  heat'  others  redd, 
and  t6^Jrirttpon  the  ptAlic  (ratecMtog  :  Artd  allfo,  lay* 
•ur  y)^ifc(Te9  ^tth  M  cate-y^'iof  team  fo  read. 
'J'  OB/tD:**  Bat  i  am  too  61*  to  'IcarftV" 

-i*j/?  Are  ydtt'too  crtd  to  feselt  softer  Chrift  and  ft^ra- 
>te«r?'Will-yoi»f  age  far^  ybu  frtwn  hill  and  wrafl^,  iP 
ybti'MeClttime^^  w>i1IGod  fp^re  ol4  folk  dyifig-in  i^«.' 
ik&tznie,  ihow  itnrA  tke  ^(futagi  MKtf  h'ave  ieatfied  t6' 
«t«al/who  ha^  b^e«r  a6  oM  as  you  ^  ^re  y6ii  but  w\U\ 
Mtfg  a»id  d^firoM,  y^it  would  foofn  ednquer  all  iHffi^ui-'' 
tieU     I  hive  heatd  <of  fomefervants*  ^ho  have  beett^^ 
kfki^  to  kam^'that  tlhey  hate  offered  to  theii'  maltertf  5r 
iUKta^eflfef  to^qtiit  pati^of  thetr  R>eat  and  fee,  upon  cdn- 
dttion  they  would  teach  them  to  read:  And,  ai^  noc^ 
fimt  fouia  as  dear  to  you  as  thei)rs  wet e  to  them'  ?  *    « 
.""iOiffSti  •«*^  It  wa«  my  patents  fault  that  did  rtot  teach 
me  when  I  wasi  young,'' 

J'  At)f^  ^Alaa  !  that  parents  (hould  bt  fo  cruel  to  their 
^hitdreflt^when  yooqg !  But,  wilt  not  thou  be  merciful 
to  thyftdfi  becatke  they  have  beeir  cruel  ?  Their  rtcgleft 
wil^tot  exditfe  thine*  As  it  was  their  fau't  that  did 
Mf  lettrn  you  in  youth»  fo  it  ia  yours' now  if  you  remain 
ki  ignorance,  and  'wtU  be  your  eternal  ruin  if  you  con- 
tinue wiliiilly  fo :  Yea,-  you  will  thus  not  only  brings 
ytmrowti  Mood  on  your  head,  but  alfo  the  blood  of 
yNMMT  childlren  and  fervants  when  you  get  families ;  for 
pOtt  will  not  be  capable  to  iti&TUfk  them  yourfelyes,  nor 
wi41  yo«i,  iR<  all  likelihood,  be  at  pains  to-  caUfe  others 
do  it  -,  and  fo  you  will  be  guilty  of  the  fame  negleA  to 
yawr  obiklren^  th^t  your  parents  were  guilty  of  to  you# 
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QiJiiK  <<  But  I  MA  aNOismed  to  be  taMtft^  at  ih» 
"age." 

Jm/.  It  is  indeed  a  Oiame  for  old  pso^  to  be  i(^ 
ifonantf  but  no  fliame  to  karn :  Yea^'  though  4»M  foot 
^  were  in  the  grave^  and  the  other  fblbwtng^  yetu  Sioidd 
{tUl  be.  leamii^f  femcthii^  for  ]r0ur  (oaL  For^  lirbst 
ii  the  world's  ihame  and  ^ifion  to  Aat  wofiri  confu^ 
ficm.of  face  that  wiUbefaU  the  fga<»rmit>  Ghriftlelii  £«<« 
ner  at  a  day  of  jodfi^aonts  and  d|>6eiaUy  fiMh-tls^ight 
knowledge^  aad  ii^illnot  be  at  pains  t0  hwtni  ReaA 
that  fearful  and  thundering  threateniiig^  2nm  1 46r  ^7^; 
28.' ''  I  .will  laugh  at  ]pottr  caiamitf,  when  diftrefs  aai 
anguifli  cpmeth  upon  you  i  when  ye  call  upon  me^  I 
will  not  anfwer ;  when  ye  feek  me  ei^ly^  ye  (bill  ,not 
find  roe*"  Oh  !  thefe  words  thKalen  agaanft  thie  igao^ 
rant,  who  refufe  to  leaf  a,  ^'  puni&nient  '^i^ul'pttyif  < 
xnifery  without  mercy,  ciying  withonteonofort/Vml 
*^  tornftcnt  without  eafe*''  O  what  i$  ^fae  cattfe^'faiy  fonH 
of  all  that  fad  vengeanOe  f  See  verfe  i^hr  *'  For.  tbm 
they  hated  knowledge,"  &e.  As  then  yon-love  yous 
€Mvn  fpOlSft  and  would  efcape  eternal  danmatbn,  im  yott 
would  honoiur  God  and  hisSabbath,  kc  tbal:'*ydu  k^ 
to  read>  feek  inftruSion,  and  t«ait  oarefully  upon  att 
the  means  of  knowledge;. 

III.  EartblyHSfkindednefs  doth  greatlf  fatader  Ae  fano- 
tification  of  the  Lord's  day  $  fori  when  the  vaoHies  ofi 
the  work!  are  emertained»  they  fopoficb  the  ini»d»  &at 
there  is  no  room  Uftfor  other  thoughts :  The  thoag^ta 
of  the  world  ihut  ot:^  tjiie  thou^ts  of  God :  The  duft 
and  fmoke  of  this  world  fo  blind  the  eyesnf  manfy^  lliat 
they  cannot  discern  the  beauty  of  ChrM.or  faolinefr^ 
though  the  b righted  difcoreries  be  •made  thereof  thia 
day  in  th^  ordinances :  Thu^  alas !  faian  idefeats  4ho 
whole  dcfign  «f  the  gofpel  as  to  many ;  fo  t&at,  tfainaghf 
mioifters  tell  them  from  God^s  word  of  their  fot^a 
worthy  ha^af dft  and  only  refuge  in  Chnft»  yet  they  are 
fo  hot  in  puffuiug  the  workl,  they  do  hot  bear  or  tfauib 
on  what  is  faid^  This  man  hath  his  faitn^  the  other  hia 
^  nierchandizjes^  the  other  his  trade^  to  Icok  afieri  Luke  airi 
iB.  fo  that  there  is  no  time  in  their  lives»  no  room  in 
lh%)x  hearts  left  for  Chrifti    It  i^  in  vain  to  tell  many 
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^^SfmngmTmn^m  tsr  IflfhlHtauM  in  heft^H ;  thtf 
ntiA  h«ve  hottfe^  and  Iftitdn  oil  ea^h«  It  fe  heedUO^  tb 
«A  tliem  of  frroffdifig  f«t  thdt  foui§ )  tht«f  h^Ve  tfteir 
hMVm^ta  pmriie  for:  Of  tb  tfell  th^ni  6(  htsiy^nlf 
maiinti  to  thdt  feuls^  they  mud  hate  breAd  to  theit 
taanim.  It  is  m  tio  f>«rpefd  th  t«tl  th«»i  ^f  a  wsif  to 
gee  joftttefitigfied^  w  th^  dobt  of  dit  paid  t  ttt^y  maft 
b»re^if  debts  paM  ro  their  «^tthly  •creditors;  i't  is  iii 
fito  toipti^fitheM  to fe«k4he  hvt>^^  and  ftienddilp  of 
CkRi  ^  atl  riietr  oaire  Is  to  ^t  th6  eoanieninae  'of  rhta  ot 
dieottiiftrmaa^  that  cnh  do  theiri  klndd^ft.  And  To, 
«pon  tfadfe  worldly  «Otlfiderat(Otis»  Ghrift  tht*  [iearl  6f 
prtoi46  flf|:hr6dv  tfe  pfeeioiM  foul  ilegle£led^  atid  3ab« 
bathb  atMl  feroiottt  <iris  qttite  loft^ 
-  Afj^ffH  it  i«  a  grof8'][yrdfanatiotl  Of  (hh  hbly  day,  fdf 
^eo{de  wallow  theoifeln^  fb  think  opoii  theit-  trader 
snfd  w'drldiy  commetee,  whiSrv  they  ate  in  God's  houfe. 
jite4DMA:  whipped  the  bayeta  and  relle#»  out  of  efae  ttrh* 
j^  wiieh  lie  WM  oil  Oiafthy  fo  he  wM  not  faff^r  you  td 
HMk^  t^d  pubiie  aiembltea  of  his  pedptc  a  plade  of  (fter* 
cba»itli2e',rbf  fhotfghtfalnefs  about  #otIdtygainind  prO^ 
in  Your  b«6nefe  ki  God^i  houfe  this  day  is  with  th6 
great  God  only,  and  therefor  yOu  fAiiit  %itchd  to  nothing 
but  his  walk  and  Cervice  :  But,  if  yOti  indillge  warKlly 
thouf^c^  70a  Witt  provolee  God^  znd  iVtir  all  yoUr  pnb<> 
Ite  p^onnaoees^ 

Be  not  like  Martha  thiS  day,  *^  eardftil  and  trotib!cil 
atottC  Riaof  things,''  thin^^^  th^  will  not  alrarl  foii  at 
tile  dfift|t  hour>  or  €hf ough  dte^nity }  bdt  imitiite  Marf 
tfiio  d*f  ^  ^t  at  €hf ift'9  f(!»«t,  miiki  th^On€  thing  necef^ 
(try,  and  tfbufi  th?  good  pai^t  which  (hal(  ndt  ht  takeii 
fvoiiiyoui 

Mowdver,  ^nfidef  how  dangerous  this  evil  is  to  thib 
ftitatiOn  of  your  fouts^  It  niay  ht  Md  of  worldfinef?; 
compared  with  other  fins,  aswas^  fald  of  Saul  and 
DairJMl,  wh^  smy  one  fm  *^  kill^  its  thoufands  this  flayi 
it»iet>  tfaoufiinds:"  Owhat  havock  ln;iked  it  in  the  tili- 
bte  chiitcb!  What  Pharaoh  faid  of  the  Ifradites,  E«oi1. 
icir*  J.  may  well  be  appKed  to  many  pi'ofeffrd  Ghrifti- 
anaj  they  are  intangled  in  the  I*fid,  the  wildernefs  hath 
fiiut  tbem  in*    Thd  woriiti,  like  bird  lime,  clogs  the 

fool's 


Uke^Lot'g  wife,  fet  out  (mly  for  the  'Zolv<i6{r<h€^itei»f| 
but  their  hearts 'banket  aft^r  the  SaAimt'^'timitinihhp 
^hitfh  G^uf«th  them  to  look  ftiU  badc^-^bftckp  ui^idMB^ 
pcrifti  iti  the  way.  '     .  -v  7  vy^ni 

>  Again  i  con(kier  triiat  a ',v«fii  ami  empty?  Ain^^iM 
urofid  is,  though  obtaiiiQil*  It  fuits  fiot^thtf  HanAr^moir 
UmBat  «h&^c£Tee  of  the  immo>tal  foul  t  It^ite^etibcv 
all  its  loverst  and  in  midft  of  (a&Giewsy  leal^eaithem^iL 
fi»Stc»^  fothat  we  ought  rather  to  ^pkjitlk^'  cA^  ^ 
woirk^iiii|r,  whofe  pettiofi  is  io  fn^alli  happineft^Ait^mtV 
nitftaJke  fo  gre&ktf  aadimifery  eternal.         •  "»  -  *»  r  *  >^  * 

•.Think  what  folly  it  is  to  dig  for^^yoft  ilritk  mttttotki 
of  ^ojd,  to  beftow  the  prcoiousafFefliomof  tnuMfbote 
oif  u4iit^  snd  yellow  clay%  How^monftraftMf  ia^it  toTee 
aiR!)siti'U*Jtk  hisJicad  and  heart  wher&  bis  feet  ^ihouM 
btri.  t<i^  fe^  the  world  In  the  heart  and  on  ^e  throficl^ 
amdX^rld  at  the  foot-^ftool !  to  fee  the' wotld  ftSdl^ 
ing. God's lEOom both  weekday  and^Sdbb3tli«^,iatfdl 
geltitig  the  fenrice  which  ifi-  due  to  htm^ialpiits.i^  Hmt 
niaoy  «re  theyv  wbo^  even  on  die  Sabbath-A9)S  wIvAi^ 
the  ulnity  of  this  worlds  mentsxied  i  Jahaiui^km^t 
than  the  Triility  of  heaven  ?  .  •  i  : .  -   *^  ^i  ^ 

IV.  FoTge*falflcffrof  God  aiKl  Chrift  id  »fre^t'«¥it 
and  greatly  hinders  Sabbath-fan£l:fficat«on«  Hdw^catir 
thefe  fan£kify  the  Sabbath^  who  ne? er  mit»d  the^l^atha^ 
nor  the  end  of  it  ?  And,  alas  I  diere  are  too  many  who 
have  nolihiog  of  God  in  thoirchoughtajf  cftber  Sabbath-r 
day  or  week*  day,  Pfal.  3c  4*  Though  the  h^art  be  ftHt 
thinking,  and  hundreds  of  thoiighta  pafe  through  it ^ 
every  hour  of  the  day,-  yet  God  ia^ifir  ilon^.ol  them;' 
Stravige  !  £hat  eirery  woWdly  trifle  ihoaM  find  room  in 
the  hearti  and  Godcan  >find  no  place  In  it !  >What  ifrtiie 
reafon  of  this  ?  You  may  fee  k,  Rdln«  i-  3^  ♦♦  The)r 
did  not ^  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge.''  -Siifelf 
theie  IB  nothing  in  the  woirid  that  we  Jiarve  to  ireqaent 
memtntos  o^  aa  of  God :  How  can  we  look  to  die  hea- 
vens, earthy-  flowers,  or  grafs,  without  nrindkig  turn  i 
A  very  heatbea  coul4  fay>'  *^  Prsdentem  refert  ifuafclibet 
herba  Deum.''  Or,  l)iow  can  we 'look  to  our  bodi6s^ 
buti  their  curious  ftru&uie  (hould  prcfentjy  miod  ma  of 
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CSbd/<  Tetv-evoii^iifne  we  bieatfae,  evsery  moliim'  iiB 
o«ir*Uinf|8|  andbtsftifift 6f  ourpulfe,  Aioiildbo«\firick« 
or  ifpor  tQ  !M:fi>'mmd  out  ffrefenrer ;.  andiia^a  ffjiQciat 
inBUHier^*>  oit'<the  Sabbaifarday,  every  ordinance,  ovetyr 
diity»  every  fentencey  every  word  fpofccn»by  kh«  mini*' 
fiHiy  Hihotildrmtfid  tts^tGod:  Bm  the^  mfttcer  i«i  the. 
dtouf^tof  Qoc(.ar&buKkrnfome  to  all  that  live;  o&rekftr: 
Mdt«tigo%  ItlKS';  tliey  r<:aniiot  tfaiak  vs^^  Jiiatv  bviti 
dUBf  mind^tkoirjiidite.  i   -       '  *  •. 

K  9^"  0:6hrift«an,  confiderrwhat  a>  fin^iniis.  to  forged 
Qtiii  fldr)»atiaUv,on  his  own  day«  U  weoftghti^ f^pend 
.  every  day  in  tne'feac  ol*  God^  Prov*  xxiit.  17.  «ilti)ush 
VittrjetiiHi  Sfalbbath?day.  Whst  kigratitude  i9  4tto  »for- 
fMhim'diift  day  that  miaded  at  in  our  low  eftate,  yea^ 
HBtidid^ua  whm<weeottldi|ot  miadioiiffelves)?  Tha  love 
<^4Sriri  mChri(l^<hdttld* -fevcillow  up  ail  our  tbooglita. 
tliboda^.  fWhtn  wis  i^rioufiy  eonfider  whut  Chrift  hatji 
dfl^'lor  ltii>pe<^e9  otte- might  think  thait  GhrUtrwoaM 
never  be  oiie  wb<»letteur  together  tout,  of  their  mindvi^ 
but itfaaC  they  flvould  carryt  Mm  up  <utd  down. in  thei^ 
thiMti^  attd-defires,  that  they>  (hould'  lie  do  two  «mtb 
thon^hcaof  Ghriftat  ni^ht,  an4  have  him  like  a.  f*  bunK 
die  of  myrrh  lying  all  night  b^wist  their  breafts/'  that 
is^  in  theif  hearts ;  atidy  wben  they  awake»  *'  they 
CboHid  b<$  (till  with  htm  :''  Tha«  their  'very  dreams  in 
thetni^l'fli^uld  be  fwcet  infionaof  Chciit^  and  all  their 
wofda^ihould  favoar^of  him* 

V«<.AY<}r£on  to  duty  is  another  heart  evil^  that  htn« 
dest  ibe  fa^&ification  of  the  Sabbaths  O^  how  ba^«> 
watddo  we  findour  hearts  to  the' dattet>  of  the  Sabv 
ba^  !  how.  glad  i  ta  ptit  1  cheitip  by^  with  any;  ifsirolous 
eisctoft-!^  hovtr  URwiUing  to  pay  God  a  ^Gt  on  his  own 
da$!>i  We-'arerfl^W'tf^  begtn^  tiuad  40  hafte  ta  oaake  aa 
end;  we  are  beawy* while  the  fbty  ia  a  doings  and  glad 
wbeo.it  is  done*  Many  are  diiven.lio  their  clofets,  a^i 
if^tbey '^were  goitig^  %o  iht  cacdcy  or  as  if  prayer  Vera  a 
penance  utbev  tbui  a  privitage  $  they  are  omftrained 
to;it^  to  fiitifi|£yr.a  oattiral.coli((»ence.  It  is  rather  a.fe»* 
vikSsthaflft  a«io9»ltiie  p^£omTance4  If  coa&:icii£e>^  ^ike 
a  tpiflBtmiiii^rf  did  )fiQt>'laih  thorn  to  their  sducy,  they 
would  ^meverv  per%»iii  iu     Many^  diey  .would'  vaher 
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af4<  •  J^^^fim-'..^ 

tmi  iMr  bodies  m^Ma  Uy%  ^nnAffctimviti^  ft»M 

o»  the  Lond^s  day.;    Homiki:»fki^imwMc^ihktg 
is  dita  ?   h  not  God^i  company;  j»tift  4e£rf  aUf  ^  ir  k 
HQJb  God's;  ?dmti»]34<  coiideiiwtrfiqio^^^^ 
b«ii«ii^  tliat  TiicK  |K)iiff  ivoffma^s  ive^Aemli^  iteittini: 
iMJt  ioA  pMfefioo  i^ .  Are  we  SM;  oi^ttr^  4ifit«i|«(of, 

to  acquaintance  \vith  the  Kio^  of  .JMNmini-  ;fc  Mfti  thr. 
Ssbbaih  a.  ddight  ta  Goid'a  peopl^^  MidtftAil  tla»  jmos^ 
c£'  jIt  be  -at  disitdfief^  to  ua  ?  >  v  '  ^jro  .l.ii « 

e^ifi?.   ''   The  difiti\^  ;mpir^  m  thh  dajT'  ir^ife 
mj»y»  they  coA  anQh  dtfSonflty  afrf;paiwatlMfepiiifnnwi>; 

tl^ero**'  .-"•:.*  V.      ■?     jr..    10- 

^/yi  k  tft  beitei)  to  take  paitii^  thiaiir^&flatiiaitet: 
bet^r  be  bound  with  the  co^Ut  (A  ^mfi  triban  wiJGb4li4^ 
chsdAft  of  d»rhne£s.  The  ,bondb;cfi  d«cy<  aaeiiAott^rienr 
oita  >  nay,  they  aae  oiir  iMriw^mittj^Q^^tMilft  frwioin^ 
F(aLcskix.45«  iKheceaafaitekfl^  aml'tbierW9rld'a;iinr¥iicrib 
the  greafeft  dcodgesy  ^  there  19  fiiii  in.  tin  vdfl^ml. 
helita  ftheweges*.  Ah^, that  Q»aoy  witt  be  al^ii«|i«iatt 
for*  that  "which  will  biiog  etqnial  glory^'but  ai^  eoiiH 
tent  to  be  at  great  pains  for*  that  wJviGh  wiU  eoft  eieinali 
patna!  The  di.iiiikmH  thjeS*  a^d: -adiiite rer,  riMnnflnj; 
hasardf  to  fcTTe-the  dcvU^  and  wihi  danmattoa;  tfaiyr 
fuffer  bodily  paisf^  wast  fleep  a«d  reft,,  and  weairfk 
themfelves  to  commit  iniquityr,  ^  They  drawi  iniqiitily 
with  conda^  andb  fins  as  with  cairt  safHSS,'''  Ifyt.  %*  si. 
They  ace  yoked  as  i&  wece^  in  the  devira  plough  m 
caiity  and  hemakea  them  fweafe  itf^d  draw  i&  hia  in^ 
vice.  What  bad  worl^  fadt  wagcis^  and  a  tervible  mttn 
tei  have,  they  ?  Who  would  be:  hmd  by-  aay  wages  tik 
fetvr  li(»iStand-  tygerfi  ?  I»  not  the  dev^il  a.iMrtng  lioa.?:. 
and«  wili  you  ferye  hin[)  thai  wiU  dcyotw  ands^tcfir  hta 
fesvaots  boih  foul  and  body,  z&c^t  dley  have  feryed  hisa 
nearer  fo  faithfully  ?  Ohi!  SbM  the  dtvil'tvierjiants  mst* 
fli3tp  Cbtift's  ftfvaotff  in  diligence  audi  a£lwiit|b  ?  h: 
there? any  noflfter  like  Chw&h  la  there. anjFWOtk  hT' 
.  wages  like-  hia  ?  Was  there  eiter  any  of  hie  fer»  ; 
vants  a  lo&r  at hisbands^ ?>  Will  not  hta  expenencBd 
fcevaata  tell,  us,  that  ^^  wifdonx'a  waya  are.  pkafaftt** 
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tefii/'  and  that  8*bbath-days  work  is  the  fweeleft  re^ 
cfea^oQ  ?  Here  they  have  the  moft  pleafant  walks,  tfa^ 
vioft  lightlbme  profpeAsi  the  ehdtceft  compAny^  and 
die  Tweeteft  felk)W(hipy  Pfal.  xx'tii.  a.  3.  PfaL  1.  ^3. 
There  is  heaven  in  faoltnefs,  and  gain  in  godlinefa ;  no 
inch  gain  or  delight  to  be  found  elfewhere.  GodiiMiil 
h  the  moft  enriching  trade  in  the  world ;  God's  people 
femetinaes  gain  more  by  it  on  a  Sabbath-day  m  <me 
hour,  ni  one  fermon,  one  promife,  one  prayer,  on^ 
oomtnumcttio^biey  one  fpiritual  breathing,  than  all  the 
rich  men  of  the  (hire  are  worth,  put  all  their  ellates 
logetben  The  world  wilt  not  believe  this ;  but  fure  I 
am^  one  fetura  of  prayer,  one  fmile  of  Cfarift's  face, 
one  look  of  faith,  one  gcape  of  .Canaan,  otie  glinnpfe 
of  thcprdmifed  land,  the  head  of  one  Goliath,  the 
debtb  of  oA^  lu&,  the  ftrengthening  of  one  grace,  which 
may  be  obtained  in  the  duties  of  the  Sabl^th  \  any  of 
tfatfe  is  an  abundant  recompence  for  all  thq  pains  we 
can  bo  at  in  God*8  fervice  this  day ;  they  yield  more 
,  -ftroeti^^nd  content  to  the  foul,  t^an  all  the  plea- 
'  Ama.the  ,world  can  afibrd :  The  fmalleft  gleanings  of 
ipiritual  joy  are  better  th^n  a  whole  vintage  of  carnal 
delights. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  that  eternal  weight  of  glory 
which  is  treafored  up  in  heaven,  for  rewarding  the 
liborious  fervants  of  Chrift  ?  :  What  can  we  do  for  f6 
vaft  a  reward  ^  Had  the  Lord  faid  to  us,  uniefs  yod 
be  content  to  fpend  your  days  in  fome  how^ng  wil- 
dernelis^  quit  all  worldly  riches  anrd  pleafures,  pine 
away  with  poverty  and  want,  give  tl^  fruit  of  your 
bodies,  fufier  martyrdom,  or  take  a  dip  in  hell,  yoii 
(hall  never  fee  my  face  in  glory  \  furely  there  b  none 
that  know»  what  it  is  to  cfcape  eternal  mifery,  and  in- 
berit  endlefs  happinefs  above,  but  would  have  been 
willing  to  acctpt  of  thefe  conditions.  Mow  much 
more  then^  when  he  only  requires  us  t6  accept  of  his 
Son  as  our.  Surety,  and  love  him;  part  with  thofe  find 
that  wonid'damn  us,  and  follow  him  in  the  pleafant 
V  ways  of  holinefft ;  and  to  do  all  this  in  his  grace  and 
ftrength,  for  he  fends  i>one  a  warfare  on  dieir  owti 
VoL.iV.  Kk  charges? 


ch^tTfea  ?  Sfty  HQt  tl^^^  I  b9fe  no  ftrengtk  fof  fo  niaoy 
4^^e|  ail  ^r^  required  upo|)  tb^  Sabbath.  Is  there  not 
^npugb  ii|  Cbrift  fpT  t^ce  ^  l>^  with  an  oy^  of  faith 
(9  th^  ppwcr  apd  proiviUe  of  Ga4  in  Chri(l>  ^n4  cveiy 
new  duty  wUl  b^'n^e  ncNir  ftrength  witb  it  }..**  tfecy  tb^t 
do  thofe  things  (hall  live  in  ^hcm.** 

Vh  Harjoefg  of  he^^t  bindeis  thp  fan^iliGcation  of 
the  Sibbath.  "Why  ?  h^d  heayted  Gnn9?«  can  h^vc  w 
delight  in  Sabbath-woA  ;  they  are  not,  affbaeid  by  t;be 
word  J  they  caniKX?  prize  Chrift  qffercd  ipi  thp  golp4 » 
they  aje  no\  qs^pable  of  reQeivin|r  the  gofpel-copivfottSf 
Oh  how  many  fijch  4^  every  Sabh?th  appear  before 
Gro4  •  who  can  ilit  and  hear  the  moR;  terrible  tb.reat^a* 
^gf  of  the  word,  aqd  curfea  of  the  hw  denoMnced 
againft  fii!i*  ?nd  thp  fin$  tbcy  arc  g^dty  of  i  ai^d  F^  ^ 
^  more  poncerped  th^  ^  fpatg  they  fit  op,  or  the 
de^^d  that  lie  vnder  thpir  fe^t  l^Ier^iec  of  pvomifea  dp 
nc^  ^Uure  thprn,  ju4gn\ent$  or  threatenings  dp  nqt  alarm 
thpm.  Tbi$  i$  a  ^  eale,  and  yet  very  eonicnoiV}  and 
few  fenGiblje  of  it.  "Who  U  cQipplaining  of  thii  p^gueb 
pf  he9rt-bardhef3fl  ?n4  laying  their  (;afe  before  Go4» 
(aying>  **  Ah !  yhat  flial)  t  dp  with  this  ftpne  in  fny 
heart  ?^'  A  (lone  in  the  bladder,  or  kidney,  i«  ?  woe- 
ful pm,  bu^  the  fto^  in  thp  b^art  is  much  more  dan- 
gerous and  deadly ;  yet  who  is  pained  with  that  and 
Cfyipg  %o  the  Phy^^^^/)f  foul^  tq  take  it  away^  and  give 
jl  heart  of  fleCh? 

O  hard-hearted, (intier^  cot^der  thy  inifer^e  condir 
tion  while  thon  rpmaineft  in  ^,  fallen  ilate  under  wrs^du 
Many  ^  ftrol^e  b^is  been  given  thee  by  the  hacnnver  of 
the  wprdjtp  no  pt^rpofe  ^  many  of  thie  Spirit'^  motions 
baft  thpu  refiftqd  y  n^any  a  knock,  hai^  thou  defpifed* 
0  tremble,,  l^ft  God  give  thee  over,  an4  take  no.  niore 
pai;^  oPv  thep.  A  heathen  Felix  trembled^  the  devils 
tremble  fpr  fear  pf  Qod's  wrath  i  and  wiU  thy  heart 
be  unmoved  ?  Qpd  calls  yo^to  flee  from  it,  minifters 
e^ll,  merciea  and  promi;(es  call,  judgments  and  threat- 
enings  call,  the  wQund^  and  blood  of  Chrift  e41  i  and 
wiU  not  thy  heart  be  affefted  ?  *'  The  voice  oJF  the  Lord 
ts  ppwerfuU  fnll  of  m^}c^Yx  breaketh  the  ced.ars,  (haketh 
the  wilderaefs^''  hath  mplt|[d  the  hearts  of  thoufa^ds  y 
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%hi  y^t  (sintiot  ft  breslk  thy  hard  Beart?  Thou  haft 
ihQOtlldin^  <»f  unpardoned  gvitt  lying  oh  thee^  and  haft 
th&u  M  fieelfaAg  thtrrtof  I  Rei^embeir^  if  you  be  not 
brought  to  fueling  now,  yon  (hati  be  brovghl  t6  it  ^fe 
Itingy  te  yobr  eternal  coft  and  fbrrow  ^  if  the  \n^d  do 
115^  wnted  thy  hear^  it  is  like,  death  will.  When  you 
begin  to  draw  by  the  curtaiil  of  fltfhi  and  kxric  into 
et^^mity^  yod  will  then  cry,  Lofdi  what  will  become  of 
Me  fof  et er  ?  If  you  do  not  awake,  then  to  be  fore  the 
firft  mofhefit  of  your  entry  into  eternity  wiU  bring  jrou 
lo  your  fenf<l6 }  the  bitings  of  the  worm  of  cbntciehce 
will  then  tniike  you  feel;  the  ftreltn  of  fire  and  brim- 
Aetie  will  tnelt  the  hardeft  heart ;  the  hammer  of  juf- 
tke  will  then  break  the  hearty  which  the  faammier  of  the 
word  could  not. 

O  then>  btg  of  God^  with  the  greateft  earneftiiefSf 
that  he  may  give  you  ''  th^  broken  heatt  and  a  contrite 
i'^irit^"  that  fo  you  may  have  that  acceptable  facrifice 
to  offer  to  him,  which  he  never  yet  frowned  upon, 
P&l.  Ji.  17.  ^  A  bfoken  and  t  contrite  heart>  O  God, 
thou  wilt  not  defpife."  Auguftine  caufed  write  this 
teitt  oter  his  bed  when  fick^  Let  us  cry  to  God  for  It, 
who  alone  can  give  It.  Gravel  ftones  men  may  remove, 
but  heftrt«ftotieD  none  can  remove  but  Ood:  We  may 
ts  nafily  remove  mountains  a^  do  this  3  yet  we  muft  lile 
the  means :  And  therefore,  '*  look  to  nihi  whom  you 
havt  pieroed,  that  you  may  mourn.  Think  much  on 
the  free  love  of  Chrifl,  and  the  bloody  fufieringe  your 
fins  did  put  him  to.  If  Chriit's  love  £ind  blood  will 
not  foften  thy  heart,  nothing  wilL  &<^g  the  Sprit  of  Gdd 
to  come  and  make  application  of  thfe  bk)Od  of  ChriCt,  the 
blefled  Scape- goat  1  and  then  the  a^Amantme  heart  will 
di&lve.  '  Ctyj  '^  Come,  O  Sphrit  of  God,  blow  the 
fire  of  tb<*  word  with  thy  own  breath,  atid  theti  it  vrill 
melt  hearts  :  Take  this  hammer  in  thy  own  band,  aud 
It  will  break  rocks.  Lord,  wound  ^nd  heal  i  do  the 
work  thoroughly  and  ^Sedtually ;  begin  it,  carry  it  on  and 
finiOi  it :  For  if  any  of  It  be  kit  for  me  to  do,  it  will  be 
etertially  undone,  aitd  I  Will  be  loft  for  ever.  Lord, 
tomptete  this  workj  loofe  my  bonds>  thaW  my  affe£tion8| 
*  iat>d  draw  my  heaft,  «nd  take  etetnal  gk^ry  to  thee*'* 
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Vlf.  HfpocTify  and  formality  ill  duty  i»  ^ippofit^  fo 
Sabbath  fandiification  ;  for  God  requtrea  heart* fineeri^y 
in  every  piece  of  woriOrip  and  dntyrthat  we  perform. 
Yet,  O  how  many  are  they  who  give  God  no  more  but 
the  outward  man,  and  the  fervice  of  the  body  I  They 
f*  draw  nigh  to  God  with  their  lipS"  only  j  they  puny 
fO'  fuperfictaily»  as  if  they  were  unwilling  that  God* 
(hottld  hear  them,  and  take  away  that  luft  which  con^- 
fdence  forces  them  to  pray  againft.  Th6y  arc  fecare«- 
iefs  and  Irreverent  in  fecret  prayer,  they  ^ould  be 
afhamed  if  any  faw  them,  or  overheard  them*>  A  fta«* 
tue  on  a  tomb,  with  eyes  and  hands  lifted  up,  offear s  <is 
(prood  fervice  as  many ;  only  it  wants  a  vbice  :  And  what 
^gnifics  the  vOTcc  without  the  affeftions  ?  A  parrot  may 
be  taught  to  repeat  fome  few  words  of  prayer,  bu€  none 
will  caH  that  a  prayer;  fo  neither  will  God  own  tby 
formal  words  for  ^rayer«  It  isfpeaking,  and  nof^prtry^ 
ing,  when,  the  heart  is  warning  j  he  looks  upoA'thy 
worfliip  as  no  better  than  a  flage-ppay.  Many  wojfhip 
God  as  carelcfsly  as  if  they  were  •*  praying  to  ati  idol,*' 
that  neither  faw  nor  heard  them :  Nay,  many  heathens 
have  worfhipped  their  falfe  gods,  Jupiter  and  Mars, 
.  with  greater  ferioufnefs  and  devotion  than  you  do  the 
great  Jehovah,  who  tnade  you  and  all  the  world. 
Why  ?  the  reafon  of  all  this  is,  all  that  many  ieek  of 
religion  is  the  name  of  it ;  and  the  outward  form  of  it 
makes  them  p^fs  under  the  name  of  good  Chriftians 
among  men.  Though  God  fees  their  hypocrify,  yet 
man  knows  it  not  •,  and  that  is  enough  to  them*  But, 
O  hypocrite,  coniider  the  day  is  a{>proaching  when  God^ 
will  utimafk  thee  before  all  the  iforld.  As  Paul  faid 
to  the  high  prieft,  Afts  Miii.  3.  foniay  1  fay  to  thet, 
•*  God  (hall  imile  thee,  thou  whitcd  wall  5"  fo  as  thy 
paint  (hall  fall  oflF,  and  thy  inward  rottennefs  appear  to 
all.  There  will  be  no  hiding  of  thyfcif  among  the 
trowd,  no  impofing  on  an  all-feeing  God.  He  can 
eafily  difcern  a  traiterous  Judas  under  a  deceitful  kifs,  a 
ravening  wolf  under  a  (beep's  (kin,  a  murdering  Herod 
under  a  pretence  of  worfliip,  a  hypocritical  Pharifee 
imder  a  broad  phyiadory.  He  can  fpy  a  diflembling 
devil  under  a  SamueFs  mant'e,  or  when  be  wonyid 

(hroui 
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{hro^  hio^Celf  amoni;  th«  Tons  of  Go^i  foriieilhqi;ti)€ 
.fel^iArf  of  men  or  deviU  c^n  blind  bis  eyea^  . 

Again»  \tt  the  hypocrite  think  on  his  foily^  in  loGng 
both  his  heaven  here  and  hereafter,  in  dravi^ing  down 
upon  hiti>  both  the  hatred  of  the  world,  and  the  \\^XttA 
of  the  God  of  heaven.  The  world  h^tes  him  for  his 
(hew  of  religion,  and  Cod  hates  him  for  h^^s  hypocriljf, 
in  ^t»  Is  it  not  lamentable  folly  in  hypociites  .jo.do 
famething  for  Chriil,  and  go  fome  length  in  th^  way 
to  heaven>  and  yet  to  lofe  both  Chrift  and  heajiren  for 
not  going  one  (lep  fuuher  ?  To  be  like  that  fcribe^  Mat* 
3cii.  34.  **  not  f4r  from  th^  kingdom  pf  God,"  and  yet 
iievejr  coine  thither  ?  How  fad  is  it  to  parish  with  b^a* 
veil  IB  view,,  and  go  to  hell  by  the  very  gate«  of  glory  i. 
The  hypocrite's  hope  brings  him  to  die  (hady  valley, 
}ohj^^\\,  1.4.  but  his  candle  goes  out  in  that  dark.tranc«y 
and  then  he  Aumbles  and  fills  for  tint.  It  is  f^  td 
p<ri(h  in  the  wildernefs>  when  come  to  the  very  brinic 
of  Jordan,  and  in  fight  of  the  promifed  la^d  \  to  mal^,c 
oar  voyage  with  a  pleafant  gale  all  the  way,  and  ihip*' 
wc^k  at  the  ver j»  mouth  ci  the  harbour ;  to  come 
within  a  ftep  of  the  gate^  and  die  with  our  hands  upon 
the  thrcflioldf 

JLqftly,^  Remembers  as  hypocrify,  if  continued  in,  will 
certainly  damn  you  \  fo  it  will  provide  a  hotter  hell  for 
yoM  than  that  of  other  fmbers,  Matt.  34.  51.  therefore 
be^ife  in  time,  and  iludy  fincerity  and^uprightnefs  of 
heart  in  all  your  dealings  with  God. 

VIH.  Wandering  of  heart  greatly  mars  Ihe  perfor- 
mance of  Sabbath  duties,  efpecially  bearingi  praying, 
>and  praifing.  Jewiih  rabbies  fav,  '^  That  though  on  the 
Sabbath  there  was  much  ilelh  ufed  for  facrifice  in  the 
temple,  ye(  not  fo  much  as  one  fly  was  feen  birring 
there.*"  80  neither  (hould  there  be  a  wandering  thought 
or  eye  allowed^  when  we  are  about  God's  folemn  woi»» 
fliip  this  day  in  his  houfe.  VVhat  encouragement  hath 
a  hufbandman  to  fow  upon  a  high-way,  where  every 
man  and  bead  has  free  paiTage  ?  No  better  is  the  heart 
of  a  wandering  hearer  :  We  may  as  well  cad  feed  upon 
the  waves  of  the  fea,  as  preach  unto  fuch;  for  the 
good  feed  of  the  word  is  quite  loll  upon  them*     Think 

what 
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irtrliat  Jiti^fltont  It  would  be  to  $.  kirtff^  to  turn  yout  back 
to  him,  or  difcOutfe  >^ith  ofhets,  while  he  is  fpcjilcing  to 
jou  ?  The  motions  and  pofturfes  of  ^our  fouls  arc  as  vifi- 
W  t6  God,  as  the  motions  and  poftures  6f  yout  bodies 
are  to  6tit  another.  Or^  if  a  crimiilal  wi^tt  allowed  tb 
petition  his  prince  for  his  life,  would  he  break  off  at  every 
ierttence,  and  chafe  flics  through  the  room  j  jrou  would 
fey,  a  remiflion  were  ill  beftowed  upon  ftich  a  crefture. 
O  beware  of  fuch  a  rrdtculotis  behaviouir  before  the 
King  of  heaven,  when  you  are  iddrcHing  hiin  for  the 
Kfe  of  your  condetftned  fduls.  Would  yoA  have  God 
U>  hear  you,  when  you  do  not  hear  yourfelf  ? "  Can  you 
think  he  will  be  mindful  of  you,  when  y6tt  afe  nOt 
mindful  of  yourfelf?  'Think,  if  yout  jj^ayet^  iiirere  writ- 
ten  dovrn,  and  all  your  vain  thoughts  intetlined,  what 
incoherent  rrotxfenfe  would  they  be  ?  would  you  iM  t>c 
afltamed  to  hear  them  all  read  oter  ?  would  not  the 
world  cry,  **  Shanic  upon  you  for  tnocking  you^  dread 
Sovereign  with  fuch  an  impertinent  addrcfe?**  CJ  but 
thoughts  ate  the  fame  a$  words  with  God  ;  tiliy,  they 
fpeak  louder  in  Ws  ears  than  wordi  do  in  oiit?,  AmOs 
iv.  I  J.  "  He  declares  uftto  man  \^hat  is  hii  thought.'* 
And  David  fays.  '^  He  tells  my  wanderings. 

Wherefore'  when  you  enter  this  day  into  the  fen.c- 
tuary,  or  into  your  clofets,  ^ni  the  door  of  yotit  heart, 
fo  that  worldly  thoughts  may  not  enter  to  trouble  yod- 
Lay  foletnn  obligations  and  charges  upon  vOur  hearts* 
that  they  ^wander  riot  from  God;  iwnd  (he{aCrtfic6  with 
cords  to  the  altats  horns ;  and  if  the  birdd  of  prey  Come 
by  furprife  down  upon  the  facrifice,  then,  like  Abrahaiti, 
Gen.  xv*.  II.  **  drive  them  prefently  away,*^  and  fum- 
ir.on' every  thought  to  attend  youf  main  bufiftefs.  Rc- 
tri£k  every  vain  thought  with  a  figh,  and  chide  with 
your  hearts  for  vain  ezcurfions ;  check  them  *<.s  Chtift 
did  his  drowfy  difciples,.  What:*  cannot  you  watch  with 
Chrift  for  one  hoiir  ?  How  then  wHl  you  like  to  be  en- 
gaged in  heaven's  work  to  all  eternity/  where  there  is, 
lio  mtcrruption  ? 

Again,  confider  the  uncertainty  of  your  time  fbr 
prayer.    Bad  a  criminal  but  a  quarter  of  an  hdur  al- 
lotted hrm  to  beg  his  life  before  ^n  earthly  judge,  would 
he  fpend  it  in  g^'xing  upon  the  court  and  their  fine 
•  -  clothes. 
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c^tHefti  or  in  adding  feme  ridiculous  quedioQS  ?  No* 
he  WQvl4  intrc9t  and  beg  hi&  life  with  all  the  argumenu 
and  fervency  he  were  capable  of.  O  finner,  when  thpa 
kneeled  down  to  beg  thy  foul's  life  at  the  hands  of  thq 
Ju^ge  of  the  quick  and  dead,  thou  knowed  not  if  tkpa 
ibalt  have  fo  long  as  a  quarter  of  ari  hour  for  it  ^  ar)4 
wilt  thou  trifle  it  away  i  What  if  death  furprife  tUec^ 
suid  Qnd  thy  heart  wandering  from  God  ? 

For  fcrp^ying  cxf  this  evil,  befide^  what  U  (aid,  dttdf 
to  overawe  your  hearts  this  day  with  a  fenfe  of  God's 

Befence  ^ud  omnifcient  eye.  A  fcrvant  will  npt  fport 
mfelf  in  his  maftcr's  prefence,  but  carry  gravcJyt 
Did  you  hcUcve  that  CJod's  eye  U  ftill  upon  you,  an4 
^  notices  all  your  thoughts*  words,  looks,  and  ged ares  ^ 
i^uld  you  not  he  more  circumfpcil  than  you  are? 
B^ay  wot  angeb^  when  they  fee  what  gravity  and  dec^n^ 
uy  yon  obfervc  in  prefence  of  a  prince,  and  your  care- 
lefn^fs'apd  irreverence  in  prefence  of  a  glorious  God, 
conclude  you  no  better  than  infidels  in  midd  of  God's 
ho^fe  ?  Coniider  then  how  folemnly  you  fet  yourfelves 
in  Qod^s  prefence^  when  you  attend  public  ordioaneeso 
It  was  the  fenfe  of  this  that  made  Bernard  fay,  when 
he  pamc  to  the  church^door,  **  Stay  here,  all  my  ear^ 
)y  thoughts.^  But  if  they  do  thru  d  ia  after  you  aud 
come  upon  you,  to  divert  you  this  day,  pretending  lAe^- 
ceffary  buGnefs,  as  Nchemiah's  enemies  did  to  him  when 
.about  the  temple  work,  theu  give  them  fuch  a  repulfe 
as  he  did,  Neh.  vi.  3  ^'  I  am  doing  a  great  work,  X 
cannpt  come  down  \  why  (hould  th^  work  ceafe,  whild 
I  leave  it,  and  come  down  to  you  ?"  and,  lik^  him, 
repeat  this  over  and  over,  as  they  repeat  their  folicita* 
tiox^. 

Agaixi, 'geit  love  to  Qod  ai\d  his  ordinances;  fgr. 
^hat  we  love,  that  we  fix  our  minds  upon,  be  it  gain, 
honours  or  pleafures*  I)avid  found  love  to  the  w<^d 
a  good  remedy  againd  wandering  thoughts  in  time  of 
reading  or  hearing  itf  Pfal..  cxix.  113.  '*  I  hate  vaia 
thpughts,  but  thy  law  do  I  love,"  Alfo,  dudy  to  accu* 
ftojn  yourfelyes  tp^holy  thonghts.  it  other  times  i  for 
a  viuQ  heart  out  of  duty  wiU  be  Uule  better  in  duty* 
If  your  luatts  be  OQUi^i  &t  on  the  world  at  othtir  times, 

your 
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jonr  thoughts  will  be  driving  thither  in  time  of  dutfr 
whether  praying  or  hearing  :  But  if  they  be  habitixally 
fct  upon  Clirift,  then  will  your  prayers  afeend  to  hinat 
like  a  pillar  of  incenfe.  , 

.Moreover,  be  putting  up  frequent  ejaculttions-un*' 
to  God,  to  fix  your  hearts,  and'  gather  yoi^  ftraying 
thoughts.  Pray  with  the  pfalmift,  Pfah  IxxKvt.  lu 
•*  Unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name."  Look  to  him 
that  can  ftay  ^*  the/aging  waves  of  the  iea/  to  ftay  the 
wandering  thoughts  of  your  heart, 

Laftlyi  ConGder  how  Jews  and  Heathens  may  put. 
Chriftians  to  the  blufti  in  this  matter.     We  read  of  fur* 
jprifing  indances  of  their  fixed  devotion  in  their  a£ks  of 
worflup.    It  is  a  ftrange  conftancy  and  fixednefs  that  is 
fpoken  of  the  Jewifli  priefts  at  Jerufalem,  that  when  the 
Romans  broke  into  the  city,  and  rufhed  into  the  temple 
ready  to  kill  them  ;  yet  they  went  ba  with  the  rites  of 
the  temple,  as  if  there  had  been  no  fucb  thing.^     Alfo^^ 
ftrange  was  the  fixednefs  of  that  Spartan  youth,  thai- 
held  the  cenfer  to  Alexander  while  he  offered  facrifiGe».. 
who  fuSered  a  coal,  that  fell  on  his  arm,  to  bum  his^ 
flefb,  rather  than  by  crying,  or  letting  fall  the  cenfer,  he 
ihould  difturb  that  worlbip.     May  not  theie  inftances.  -, 
fhame  us,  that  have  more  light,  for  our  unfixednefs  and 
incondancy  in  the  feivice  of  the  great  Jehovah  I  .  j 

IX.  Wearying  of  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath  is  another^^. 
evil  we  mud  guard  againft  this  day.     O  how  many  are-.; 
there  like  tbofe,  Amos  viii.  5.  who  fay  in  their  hearts^- 
*♦  When  will  the  Sabbath . be  gone  T'  and  with  thofeyii 
Mai.  i.  13.  *^  What  a  wearinefs  is  it  ?"  Many  weary  as  . 
much  of  fermons,  as  if  they  were  in  the  ftocks  all  the'{ 
while  they  attend  them.     Q  what  would  come  of  you. 
If  Chrifl:  were  as  foon  weary  of  callings  as  you  are  of 
hearing !   How  many  Sabbaths  have  you  kept  Chrifl: 
danding  and  knocking  at  your  doors,  and  he  is  not  y^t  . 
weary,  for  all  your  long  deafnefs  to  his  knocks,  and  re.  . 
fufmg  to  open  to  him,  but  continues  ftill  to  knock  ^  O 
let  this  fhame  us  out  of  our  wearying  to  knock  at  God*s 
door.     Alas  I   a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  prayer  wearies  , 
many  of  us.     Is  this  the  requital  we  give  to  Chrift  for 
all  his  love  and  patience  ?  May  not  he  fay,  ••  O  belie- 
ver. 


1 


1 


ilf^  f  dU  fiDt  fite  wdnff  ofiinif  likodf  f^ 

d^viDrifaee}'  iidqF»  I  ^^a*  tong^ron  d^  pftitful  cvef^t 

ttoa  fver  dmi  w^ft  en  iliy^  kiisn^  in  prayer^  or  iDeditat- 

ipg  on  wckf  lim  ^ndfUffismias.     O  AottUi  t  helioter  qi^v 

^•aiyrf  ftHit'MBjeaf  Thole  kiolatoia,  AAi  xu^.  34. 

cCMAd^  ^  out  virtth  a:  loud  vo!ce  for  tbe  tffiff»  0(  two 

hraBi,*^  aadr  not  vcary  in  commem&ii^  tliieir  Mol  Diant » . 

and  (httU  we  weary  of  h«strtng  a  feiffntn  in  comaiesidan 

tiM  «f  (Smft»  ft t  thd  ^ce  of  one  hout  ?  O  wh^  are 

thefe  aaUnal  ipiritd  Aat  men  hvfc  ia  wo(ldl|  bufine&  if 

vAiese  i«  tkat  ingouf^  and  afifivttf  that,  many  (new  is  theii; 

bodily  veeNsaUiionsy  nay,  in  ttning  of  their  liftfta  ?  Nfany 

weaiy  not  to  fpend  wbote  days  and  nifrfiU  in  dmiddns 

1^  gdntmg ;  but  diey  Ktfvidge  to  f^e  Uod  eit»  day  foi 

hi»  worfliify  Of  fb  oiucli  as  one  htMur  oiiia  own  day. 

Ydtt  w^arf  not  tor  iHcoride  for  ^oi  bodies  and^prefenl 

ilfing^t  b«A  foon  weary  te  provide  for  y6ur  foula  anil 

(|teiUty :  You  weafy  not  to  bcftow  tsm^  and  ptina  t9 

ptediafii  ar  fmaH  eftato  i  bat  yetu  can  fy^iXQ  no  time  not 

patQ*  fo  ftek  t}ie  Innf^dom  of  neaven. .  Many  are  quick 

eHi^ngh  about 'wormiy  d&ings,  bttt»  like  Dagon^  t^ey 

bare  no  head  to  think,  nor  hands  to  z&,  whin  the  ark 

is  pre&ttt.    Tbo  Sabbalih  is  a  kmg  and  wcarifome  day 

tofhsfn.  -  Soiaie  thiol?  ho^  forenoon  and  afternoon  of 

Ais  daf  to6  mi«:b  to  be  giren  to  God  y  one  of  theadi 

may  fenie :  Or  tkey  linger  in  oomlng  to  the  church  il^ 

the  monttBg,  as  betog  glad  to  haTO  a  part  of  God's  day 

andl  wofSnp  dtiTen  by  ere  they  oome ;  and  no({  a  few 

fteal'  away  before  worQiip  be  ended:  they'd  rathet 

fycnd  tiie  day  any  way  dian  in  God^s  lervice.    O  &a^ 

ner,  wlio  is  the  lofer  by  thi«>  hut  thy  own  foul !  Doft 

thQu  think  a  Sabbath  kmg,  a  fermon  long,  a  prayer 

long  ^  Hdw  long  then  wtU  it  be  to  be  baniihed  from 

God^a  pvefenoe,  and  lie  on  beds  of  fire  through  a  wbofe 

eternity?   Ton  wiU*  weary  etemally^ there^  but  it  will 

not  mend  you:  The  doont  are  not  openthere^  as  the 

chuvch  doors  now  are,  to  let  yoii  go  in  and  cwt  at  your 

pleafure  (as  fome  gracelefo  perfons  do  in  time  of  ditiniB 

worfiiip)  no,  yon  will  find  helFs  gates:  Oint  with  inYtn- 

ciUie  bolts,  and  mountauna  of  brafs  loUcd  to  them.^ 

^  Vol-  iV.  hi  and 
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and  thef e  you  muft  dwell  aiid  He  roariogy  as  prironopi 
of  nrratk  ioi  ever.  ,Poor  carnal  wearying  fouU  canft 
thott  ever  think  of  going  to  heaven,  to  worfliip  a|id 
adore  God  for  ever  withovt  intennii&on»  when  fo  (hort 
a  time  of  this  work  wearies  thee  now  ?  To  be  fute, 
heaven  wo«ld  be  a  hell  to  thee  in  thy  prefent  iincoo* 
verted  ftate ;  thou  wouldft  give  never  to  much  to  he 
out  of  it  again,  wtrt  thou  in  it. 

But,  O  bel|ever»  how  ill  doth  it  become  thee  to 
n^eary  of  Sabbatb-work  here  below,  diat  profefleft  Co 
be  preparing  for  that  everlafting  Sabbath  above,  the 
worK  cf  wliKh  hath  no  end  ?  Wilt  thoa  weary  to  ^ead 
one  whole  Sabbath  here  in  ferving  Chrift,  who  wearies 
not  to  fpend  many  whole  Sabbaths  and  years  in  fervtng 
thee  ?  Con(]der  how  bufy  Chrift  is  this  day  in  heaven 
in  thy  behalf :  Though  the  Sabbath  be  a  day  of  reft  to 
lis  from  our  ordinary  work,  yet  it  is  none  to  Chrift ;  he 
is  bufy  through  the  whole  cf  it  pleading  and  makklg 
interceflion  for  thee,  without  fainting  in  this  Wodc; 
and  wiit  thou  fo  foon  tire,  to  z6t  for  him?  Doth  he 
mind  ihec  fo  conftantly,  and  wilt  thou  fofoon  weary^o 
think  on  him  ?  .  s. 

X.  Sleeping  or  drowfinefs,  in  time  of  divine  fervice* 
is  a  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  hsndersour^coo 
fiting  by  the  ordinances.  Therefore  guard  againft  it. 
Many  ate  watchful  enough  about  the  devil's  fervice; 
they  can  fpend  whole  nights  in  drinking,  gaming^  &c. 
without  fleep ;  but  cannot  hold  up  their  eyes  half  an 
hciir  in  hearing  a  fermooif^  Confider  what  an  evil  cuf- 
4om  this  18,  you  who  are  chargeable  with  it,  and.  reform 
it.  How  ridiculous  were  it  for  a  man  that  came  to  the 
market  to  buy  provifibn  for  himfelf  and  his  family^  to 
'fall  afleep  in  the  market^^piace,  and  fo  mifs  his  errand  i 
Do  you  not  come  on  the  Sabbath,  which  is  heaven's 
market  day,  to  the  ordinances  to  get  proviCon  for  your 
fouls  'y  and  will  you  fall  afleep  in  the  mean  time  of  the 
market,  and  fo  go  home  empty  ?  What  do  you  know 
•but,  while  youflepf,  that  truth  was  ddivcred  that  might 
have  faved  your  fouls  ?  Will  a  man  fail  afleep  at  his 
:food  ?  and  yi  t  you  fleep  while  the  bread  of  life  is 
breaking  to  you,  and  the  waters  cf  life  areiunaing  by 

you. 


^.    How  hA  ta  it,  that  the  foul's  moo^  (bould  at 
this  time  be  ctothed  with  drowGnefs  and-  afleep^  thais  if; 
eannot  i^eeeive  one  crumb  or  (b'op  ?  O  how .  would  a. 
damned  foul  prize  the  opportiinity  that  you  fleep  away !: 
Remeimber  it  will  not  alwafd  )aft  with  you,  the  Sabbath 
$ind  fermon  wilt  quickly  come  that  will  be  your  hft$- 
^nd  who  knows  but  this  or  the  next  may  be  it  ?  If  you 
thought  you  were  going  ftf flight  from  the  church  to 
God's  tribunal,  would'  you  not  be  more  watchful  ia 
henring  ?  There  is  none  can  aflure  yoil  but  it  may  be  fo : 
v'Howcvc^  that  be,  I  can  affure  you,  you  inuft>  fliortly 
anfwer  for  erery  fermon  you  are  pr^nt  ar«    God  will 
a(k.  Where  zxt  the  fruits  of  fo  many  iermons  ?  It  will 
be  a  featful  Hem  in  your  accounts,  So  many  fermons  Jlept 
^nvaj :  How  will  you  anfwcr  for  it  ? 
^    Again,  confider  how  provoking  this  praflice  is  to 
God%    Would  not  a  prince  be  difpleafed  with  a  fi|hje£t, 
.tf ^'heftiould  fall  aflcep  while  he  is  fpeaking;  to  him ?  - 
#Ould  not  a  judge  be  angry  with  a  criminal,  if  he  ihckuld 
'^^' when  he  w^re  about  to  pronounce  his  fentence? 
'  ^d  have  you  not  fo  do  with  the  "  King  of  kings,*' 
^nd  •*  Judge  of  the  world,"  while  you  arc  hearing  the 
^w^tA  ^  Is  not  your  life  at  the  ftake  when  you  are  hear** 
tng^  ki  according  to  that  word  in  Deut»  xxxii«  46.  47* 
i^*  Set  your  hearts  unto  all  the  words  which  I  tcftify 
9»ndng  you  thi&day ;  for  it  is  not  a  vain  thing  for  you  t 
'^^caiFfe  k  is  your  life.''    Remember  what  twfcJ  £uty<^ 
'th^i^en  he  ilept  in  time  of  fermon,  A£ls  xx.  it  almoft 
-^^oA  him  his  life  s  God  made  Jiim  a  monument  of  di(# 
f^sfute^  for  a  warning  to  ailfleepers  e  He  got  a  fad  fall^ 
ijut'  y««i  may  get  a  worfe ;  he  fell  to  the  giound,  but 
you  may  fall  to  the. lowed  hell,  and  there  you  will  not 
get  a  Paul  to  take  you  up  as  he  got.     Tour  fin  is  more 
.Aggravated  than  his:  it  Mras  mid- night  when  he  flept, 
*4im  you  fleep  at  mtd-day ;  Paul  had  preached  feveral 
^hours,  but  half  an  hour  and  lefs  puts  you  afleep.  '  You 
^liaive  caufe  toiear,  left  God  make  you  a  monument  of 
:}ik  wrath,  or  that  he  fay,  Sleep  on^  till  the  flames  of 
'  hell  awake  you.    It  is  truly  a  wonder  how  any  can  fleep 
at  the  wor(hip  of  God,  either  in  the  church  or  family, ' 
and  not^dream  of  hsll^fiie  in  their  ileep  i  for  tlieir  dan« 
LI  a  ger 


gnr  Sigtteter  than'the^  ut  awKve  of  ;faMl  k;iftfy  t)l9ff 
at  Mtk  ?  tiitte :  WUk  fon  Hetp^  he  fticeefirfirilf  fow§ 
fais  tares,  Mat.  ftlii.  a|«  your  fieqping  tii^fc  M;  ^  IM 
time  for  tfat  devilf  sad  a  dpna^  Amc  ux  l|ift^» 
.  iiytae^  wduU  remedy  thid  ciril,  ftrtve  a«Ml  wf^NUe  apntfft 
1^9  utd  fnray  for  Ibeip  t6  do  it ;  gl»  imnelKifly  to  bqd  oti 
Sotiifiday's  aJ^ht,  and  fee  ihat  jokx  be  temperate  diroiigb 
the  ^eek)  for  tliey  that  viftkc  itmchki  d^  file>h(H;i&} 
will  be  fiir  to  fleep  iii  dbc  churcb* 

XI.  Prejudke  atpreach^s^  afidi|ttan^lkigtrttlk4iMm 
for  tliiieir  plamnefa  and  freedom  in  tepfefvii^  fii^  4)»ar| 
the  fMi£l:ification  of  the  SaUMCh^  and  yoiif  f  eiting  goad 
by  the  ordinaiices*    iSome  lietr  ntintfler%  ae  tte  Pba? 
mees  Jieard  CkaAf  with  iU<mll  to  thensi  and  a  4e&gii 
to  catch  advantage  agamft  them  i  lihfy  **  wouM  nna)Ge  # 
man  an  offender ior  a  word.'^    Others  «re  fa  faft  a9eep 
in  ihi»  kkat  tbcy  cank»ot  end«fe  mifiifters  jba  dMinder  ift 
Ihetr  ears,  <Mr  l^hten  m  their  «yes  bf  pUl  t^  .pterdf|g 
feinaons,   bebaufe  tiiey   diAturb  tMir  Hreft.,    Aft  aTaa. 
*«  iJTjroth  with  the  feer**  upon  (Ms  acGQuat*  aod  ^*  ^ 
l^im  tn  pf ifon  f?  fo  ti^lt  Heibd  with  fohiii  a«d  Ahab 
^h  Mtcaiah.    M^any,  like  Ahid^thtok  the  4«iiidfter  )iai 
ttfu^ue  at  tfaem^  whtn  he  rqprdv^es  fin  lireely :  ^  He 
iieyer  ipearks  good  of  me/'  fiiisdi  Alxib.    O  fion^  tfai^ 
is  the  ^roog  way ;  for  wheft  Ood  woatids  thy  fin^and 
i^rts  comrtStoB  into  tiiy  fovd/thoii  flSbouMft  thai^  di« 
fptrit  of  God  for  iiis  mcrdf ul  "vifiting  of  tbee,  -aiMl  Jay 
jEipen  your  KiAs/andiay^  *^*  S«iite,  Iiord»  w^ith  44aadiy 
blow  tbo£b  enennies  diaft  idirottld  not  have  *lhee  la  tuk 
Mfftr  litem  ( Vdl  tny  hikt,  and  firve  my  feul.  Sleft  Pby* 
fician,  wound  and  heal ;  caof(p  thefe  conyi^ions^nd  iH 
any  converfion  bere^  and  felvtetian  heteaften**    Aa  W* 
nm  heart  hive^  that  ferrnon  beft  that  ^wounds  his  ln&s 
4eepeft.   He  OEiys  to  the  word,  or  the  «aifiifterj  that  ^cypa 
his  caA'eer  m  fin,  as  D^tvid  ta  Abigail,  i  Sam.  xcv.  ga. 
33.  •^  Bleffed  be  the  iiord  God  ^  Ifrad,  whidhfeHI; 
thee  ikk  day  to  meetkne j,  and  biased  he  thy  advice,** 
&c.    if  yovic  eyes  were  opened,  yon  would  ladik  Qfx 
piain  touting  pcieachers  aa  your  beft  Irienda  in  the  world* 
if  you  wece  ia  hazard  lof  haiming  or  drowning  by  fallii^ 
into  the  fire  or  water^  would  you  be  an^v^  widi  one 


dpt  9riH  fuU  jTW  oo)^  «n4  isnr«  jFour  Ufei  thoujb  tie 
ftould  wQund  70a,  or  break  an  arm  of  you  in  the  doing 
ff  it  J  Naf,  you  WiCM^ld  ihmk  bin  your  friend^  and  tirank 
Urn  for  hU  kindncff  •  Afid  wiii  you  be  angry  with  a 
mgki^iot  picking  you  as  a  brand  <>ut  of  the  burmngi 
by  denojinciM  wxath  ^g^inll  Cn^  and  t^liti^  your  ha« 
%^  va  {>lfiin  Tangi^gge  i 

.  ^i.  Slighting  the  offers  of  the  ^Cpel^  and  Chrift 
tendered  to  ««  therein,  is  a  ^[reat  profaination  i^f  llie 
|j^*9'dgyi  aaddire£Uy  op^Gte  to  the  ^e%n  of  itt 
^€t  alas  !  It  is  a  moft  prevaiUr^  evil  among  u$.  Chrift 
call^  but  vf€  wiM  4K)t  hear ;  he  ofers  himftif  and  hie 
ypircl^d^  J^ut  wt  will  not  ax:cept;  he  allures  us  with 
jboU^ercy,  but  *we  will  not  turn  to  him  ^  he  oft  watere 
118  witk  the  dew  and  raia  of  gofpel  ordinances^  bue 

r^Ie  iruit  follows  t  We  are  like  th^  barren  field,  on 
ilGchich  4nu9h  i:oft  i8  4>eftow^>  but  the  <cr<>f>  is  nothtng 
IfiflfvevfJbte.  .  Hour  many  Sab^ths  are  fpeI^|  and  fer^ 
Pliom^  pTeachfdi  ^nd  no  good  ^oiie  ?  At  one  fer^non  of 
Pettf'i^  th^  were  three  tho^fand  fouls  ^^n verted  t 
^Ut^alasl  «^e  fear  tluBre  «re  three  thoufsmd  iermoii^ 
fnreached  now*  -and  not  one  foul  brought  in.  MaM 
tioies  16  the  ;gofpel  -net  let  down  ki  vam  i  Q  thsct  Chf ift 

:  |«ro|ild  come  and  difre^l  it  te  be  let  do^n  on  the  right 
#d|:  of  the  fi^  !  I  (ball  ondeavour  briefly  to  lay  before 
yo^  ^  S'^^  ^  ^^  fnifery  of  rejediiiig  Chrift  and  the 

a.  It  16  ^y^iaft  reafon  to  fefafe  a  remedy  when  in^ur 
«C|r  I  as  for  a  wounded  iMn  to  ifight  a  phyfidany  or  a 
jsofideflaned  a»n  a  pardonj  none  in  his  right  wits  would 
(9e4{uiiqr  of  this :  Nay*  it  is  even  felf-rmuFder.;  for  he  is 
as. guilty  of  bis  own  death  that  fcje£ls  a  medicine,  or 
46$n'a.|^i%r  £rom  off  his  wounds,  as  he  that  cyit  his 
,0wn  throat*  New,  you  know  what  a  heinous  fin  £d£- 
myvder  iai  yea^  this  U  not  only  £h  hut  it  is  foul-nnurder, 
iwj^oh  has  «  louder  cry  than  any  other  murder,  by  fo 
jnuoh  «8  the  foul  is  moiie  priKtous  than  (he  body :  You 
jjufp  talraid  £0  flied  the  blood  of  others  O  do  not  embruc 
^f  our  ^hands  in  1^  blood  «f  yeor  ^wn  Cp^uls. 

a,  kiis  the  gvealeft  iaffront  and  indjgnity  (hat'Oan  be 
io^od  ^  ^^  ^eft^  iA  Ood  $nd  *oinr  Loi^d  Jefua 

Chrift. 


Orift.     Iti«  ev^n  called  a  "trcadinjr  under  foot  fte 
Shn  <^f  Gckf,  aftd  his  precious  blood,**  Heb.  x.  aS.  ip* 
which  is  there  reckoned  a  greater  fin  than  the  breach 
of  all  the  ten  commands ;  it  is  a  fin  whrdj  neither  hea- 
thens nor  devilf?  arc  guilty  of.      To  "  tread  upon  the 
Son  of  Giod,*'  O  monftrous  guUlf  J  who  would  be  guilty^ 
of  this  ?   May  you  fay,    **  Am  I  a  dbpr  (as  Hazael  faid 
to  the  prophet)  that  F  (hould  do  this  thinpr?"  Yea,  etery 
foul  that  flights  Chrift  and  his  gofpcl-ofFe^^  doth  it. 
How  provoking  muft  it  he,  to  trample  on  God's  nioft 
yrecious  Jewel,  wherein  he  is  highly  delighted  and  well 
ple^fed,'  Mat.  iii.  iS.  to  lothe  that  which  is  moft  fwreet 
wnto  God  ?    What  horrid  ingratitude  is  it,  to  fltgjif  Ac 
femedy  that  the  infinitely  wife  God  hath  been  at  fo 
mtich  pains  and  expences  in  preparhig  for  ir,  '«nd 
which  hath  coft  him  more  than  the  creating  of  ten 
thouf  .nd  worlds  would  have  done  ?  a  work  upon  which 
bis  heart  is  fo  fet,  and  wherein  he  hath  fodifplayed  his 
glorious  attributes  and  perfections  ^  yea  a  work  which 
be  prefers  to  all  his  other  works :    How  criminal  muft 
it  l>e  to  undervalue  that  ?    Again,  what  a  flight  mail* it 
be  to  the  divine  Majefty,  to  prefer  the  devil  and  l«fti 
before  him?    When  fatan* and  lufts  kndcki  they  pre- 
fently  find  acccfs ;  yea,  the  leaft  whifpef  they  make  is 
hearkened  to:    But  though  Chrift  dry  aloud,  and  Uft 
'up  his  voice  like  anrumpet  in  the  gofpel* offers j  yea, 
though  he  call,  intreat,  befeech,  and  complain,  is  difrcv 
gardcd,  and  fiilds  fliut  doors.     *^  What  iniquity  (may 
Clirift  fay)  do  you  find  in  me/-  that  the  devil  and  lufts 
(hould  be  prefcritd  before  rne  i   Can  |hey  do  for  you 
what  I  can  do  ?   "    Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord,  O 
foolifli  and  u  ft  wife?"  ...... 

3»R^?fufing  Chrift  as  offered  in  the  gofpel,  is  the 
great  condemning  fin  of  the  world,  fee  John  iii.  i^  j&* 
Heb.  iii.  19.  The  ruin  of  finners  under  the  gofpety  is 
]aid  at  the  door  of  this  fin,  as  if  there  were  none  other 
charged  upon  themf ;  And  juftly  it  is  fo ;  for  if  a  UfKile- 
fa£tor  were  offered  his  life  upon  his  kneeltng  and  &c- 
ccpting  the  king's  remiffion,  if  he  rcfufcd  to  do  this,  it 
may  well  be  faid,  that  his  refufal  hangs  him.  O  finner, 
no  other  fin  in  the  worldi  however,  great  it  be,  would 

condemn 


colidkmn  yoa^  if  you  vHxe,  tio%  gutky  of  this  fin  of 
flighting  Chrift :  But  this  is  the  (in  u^hiph  binds  the 
guilt  ^f  all  your  other  Gns  hard  and  fad  upon  you  \  yea,^ 
it  is  the  fin  that  binds  up  the  h»nds  of  Omnipotency, 
that  it  cannot  fave  you.  Chrift's  merits,  though  ina* 
nite,' cannot  judify  you,  if  you  rej^:^  them  ;  for  the  beft 
medicine  that  eyei  was  compounded  cannot  heal,  uiv- 
lefs  it  be  applied. 

.  4.  Unl^lief  and  flij^hting  of  Chrifti  leads  to  defeat 
the  whoJp  dcfign  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  render  Chrlft'^ 
whofe  undertaking  ufelefs:  For,  what  is  it  but  a  fay- 
ing on  the  matter.  You  have  no  need  of  him  %.  and 
liis  de^th  was  to  no  purpofe  ?  May  not  Chrifl;  look 
with  a  grieved  heart  upon  unbelieving  finners,  and  fay, 
,5'  I  have  gone  a  long  journey,  ihed  my  precious  blood, 
and  fuffered  the  pains  of  hell,  to  fave  (inners :  But  thefe 
fay  on  the  matter,  I  might  have  (laid  in  heaven ;  I 
.might  have  kept  my  blood  in  my  veins ;  or,  I  died  as  a 
ibol  dieth ;  They  give  me  no  thanks  for  all  my  pains.^ 
-O  Gnners,  confider  what  you  are  doing ;  would  you  go 
about  to  frudrate  Chrilt's  glorious  expedition,  or  give 
«him  caufe  to  repent  of  his  death  and  blOody  agony  i 

5  This  fin  brings  on  inevitable  wrath  and  mifery, 
Heb.  ii.  3.  As  Chrid  hath  cords  of  love,  fo  he  hath  a 
:rod  of  iron  \  if  you  break  his  cords,  he  will  take  his  rod : 
if.  mercy  manage  it,  it  will  but  ^ound  you ;  but,  if 
judice  take  ir,  it  will  grind  you  to  powder.  O  provoke 
not  the  Mediator  to  take  bis  iron  rod  \  for  his  vengeance 
is  heavy.  Though  he  be  the  meek  **  Lamb  of  God,'' 
and  be  clad  with  pricdly  garments,  yet  he  "hath  "  feet 
like  brafs,  as  if  they  burned  in  a  furnace,*/  both  heavy 
and  hot  to  trample  on  his  enemies.  Lev.  i.  13.  15.  If 
you  refufe  Chrid,  your  mifery  is  as  inevitable  as  that 
of  the  devils :  For  they  perifli,  becaufe  they  have  no 
^Mediator;  and  you  penih,  becaufe  you  will  not  have  a 
Mediator.  O  why  will  you  put  yourf^^lves  iti  the  fame 
cafe  with  devils  ?  Nay,  your  cafe,  in  fome  refpecls^  will 
be  vAOffe  than  theirs  ^  (or  they  neyer  reje£lcd  a  remedy. 
The  mod  fcorching  corners  ia  the  fiery  oven  of  Goci'.i 
wiath  feems  to  be  referved  for  unbehever?,  Luke  xH. 
-£^*    The  breath  of  his  mouth,  that  before  invited  them» 

wii 


l8^  Si»r^ff^siKtj^ 

will  ctemdly  hl^  their  ii$,  IA«  nx^  3|L  ,Vkf$fi  UNi 
felf  Fill  be  mcenfed,  and  fdotd- tgaiml  tikiniT«i  4*,^ 
great  daf.    Yen  will  be  ili0rdi»exe^ble:Aaift»tIi»}|l«n ; 
then$ :  They  will  kkw  fomethkif^ id  fty  kfAHnAhft^: 
'  ^  Wc  nerer  bad  an  e^er  of  Chrtft,'  weaeftr  4»€(i^ 
tieard  of  him  'i^  but  wbatean  yoo  %  fil^  yd«f <•!•€%  > 
wbo  bare  Kad  fo  anafny  tbott&nd  #0^  and  Ip  maHyrn 
knbcbi  and  calk  every  SaU>atb  to  aoeept.  of  ^dutiA^it: 
You  puft  fiirelj  ftand  fpcfeMe&;  these  itmoiiit^ladH 
thipg  for  yon  but  a  ^  Wfut  Iboking  for  ofijiidgiMlit|.; 
$ind  fiery  indtgnation^  which  &al}  devout  .ibd  aAmfCii^^ 
rie$:'\  Ye8»  '•  it  wt»  be  mojte  tolttbile  fojFSodMi  itt 
tha^^dayof  judgment^  thaa  k  wHl  be  feir  you,"^' Mut^  Hi)' 
22*  03*     The  fia^  of  Sodom  were  fi>  «ioi>ftfw^  theMt  r-' 
they?ma(^  a  hell  upon  e^b.     O  wliai  pmiflNPCrtt/n 
fltuil  they  have  now,  wh«n  tha4)e|iniihig9  of  tl^%  ihiiai 
world  wqre  fo  ternbk  ?   If  the  punUhment  o|. tllo.li09w^  i 
fin  will  be  intolerable,  in  that  lak(ey  Q  what  witiiyb«Hi 
punifbment  of  the  Sodointle«  horrid  a;ftd/uiiiMQisl  tea  >* 
be  f.Yet  their  cafe  will  be  eafy,  in  rcfpe^t  of  Aemrtbiil'^ 
have  flighted  ^egofpel:  Thefe  will  eye»  giM<h  i Aiir^i 
teeih  for  cQvy  of.  the  hapfaaefs  of  a  damned  jS^iwajafL:  \ 
Nay,  p  gofpel  flighter,  you  will  then  wi(h  a  tfaQoipn4ri» 
times  you  had  rather  been  living  in  Sodoaii  wh«te^  \u 
and  brimflone  waa  rained  from  hoavea  oi^  it|^Aa»'hillro  \ 
lived. in  Scotland,  where  mafma  wad  vaiacd^  and-  thto, 
light  ftiined  fo  abundantly. .        ,  .      -:  .-     ij  •; ' 

So  much  for  inward  fina.  • .     i  / 

Of  outward  Bins:  tf  Commifficm  $n  thi  l»ord^s  Hpy^    '  , 

IL  I  come,  in  the  next  place,  to  caution  yon  agiiaft 
outward  fins,  whereby  the  Lord's  day  is  too  comitiotff  v 
profaned. 

I.  Beware  of  the  fins  of  thetoogue:  fthmmdH' 
efTential  pajFt  of  true  religion,  to  gotern  tfat  lengaef  a»  , 
right ;  For,  **  if  any  man  feem  to  be  religious  ^ith  ; 
James)  and  bridleth  not  hia  tongue,  that  man^s  vel%teii-  ' 
is  vain."  The  tongue  ie  a  jnoft  unruly  thing;' and 
therefore  the  pfelmift  treats  if,  as  he  would  do  an  aa«  f 
reafooable  b^tt,  Pfal.  xxxix.  r.  «<  JHe  keeps  it  in  as  widi  • 
a  bridle,''    God  bath  fiK  a  double  hedge  about  this  ua^  ' 

'^  rulf 


9^  mittnh^tp  both  ^  the  teeth  tndlips  (to  ftievp  wttft 
whrt  ettietve  ft6ttU  keep  it)  and  yet  how  oft  dotK  It 
bMiit  kiofei  AOtwilJUItfiding  f»f  both  ?  6bd  hath  al{^ 
|ri«Cild  it  b^hMit  felue  btait)  and  d^  heait,  that  it  might 
t^  wmfei  Df  tMitk ;  and  rti  homr  oft  doth  it  aft,  withr 
am  acMlmg  wkh  akber  tW  one  or  the  other  f  God 
ImIi  fjfven  ua  tw«9^earv»  and  bat  one  tongue ;  to  teacH 
Ha  t»  lieair  aatieh,  and  fpealt  Httle.  *^  Be  fwift  to  hear, 
Md  41oiir  i0<<^»k,"  James  I  19.  for  ^<  he  that  vefraHietH 
Ua  Bpa  to -arife/'  Pro«.  s.  19  often  haine  Mi[e  caufe  to 
lepefietmr  ipealimg,  but  ftldom  oor  filence. 

A9  we  ought  t#  watch  our  ti^nguas  ev^  daf,  fb 
d'peeittily  oa  the  Lord^s  day  |  ibr  on  (Ms  day  #e  arefor- 
iHiiM  ^  fpeak  our  ovn  words,^  Ka.  Ivtti.  1^.  Not  oniy  , 
fAttft  wetbiaday  abftain  from  lyingi  fvirearing,  reproaeh« 
mg%  hask^itiiigy  lie«  biat  aKb  from  ali  idle  words^  yea, 
fio«i  attfueh  dUeoufie  aa  ia  unfuitabte  to  the  wbrk  of 
thipidayy  tboogh  it  mgbt  be  lawful  on  other  days.  The  . 
lieatai  of  wum  tvay  be  very  much  kn^wti  by  ihelr  Sal>* 
balMay^a  dtfconrfe  \  for «'  oot  o#  the  a^ndanee  of  the 
keatt  the  meiitli  ijpeaketh-*'  Wf  goefs  bf  peofte'a  hn* 
giaagt  wftat  coini^  they  bcf^M  ta  I9  thy  fjpeeeh  ratfi 
mnd  aiMldly  ttpovi  Ih^  Lord's  day  ^  ft  h  a  fiirewdiigaf 
^  « xamal  aaaepowed  heart ;  ^  Thou  ait  a  GaKkan^ 
Af  teeek  bcirfsiTetli  iliee.^  TMs  Is  God'i  holy  day; 
and  be  aaW  tam  it  fanAilM  h)p  9«r  whole  man,  and 
hf  out  wmda  at  well  as  our  a£lioQS  r  ^  Set  a  watch. 
Ikaa  this  diay  be£Dre  ycwr  monlhy  and  keep  the  door  of 
four  Im^*^  and  ifarivd  ao  ^*  feafon  yoar  jf^ch  with 
grace  r  for  you  may  profane  the  $abl^t)i  by  year  wordi^ 
aa  Irettiaa  hf  fom  arathai  and  by  rain  words  as  well  as 
by  Tik  words.  Q  then,  wliat  caufe  h(»re  we  to  himent 
tihe  prolaDstioD  of  the  Sabbath  by  vain  and  vSi^c  6iU 
cotatfesi  whidi  n  fa  oaMonion  among  ua  f  If  Chrift  Aould  ^ 
|dio  hisisfetf  to  many  tlua  day,  in  their  cpmtng  to  and' 
^iag  iKsm  the  dhmdv  aa  be  <kid  the  two  difeipdes  go* 
|i^  to  Saanwia^n  thu  day,  Luke  xxtv.  15.  ly.  and  afk» 
^  What  mvtmew  ol  comaautMeaiioiis  are  thefe  wMch 
foil  iiane  one  wish  anotfaer  i"  might  ndt  tids  queftio» 
ftrikeanipreeMefsii  aiidiMkeasbl*^  Wlioeaiitdl 
vfaatdny  this  iaby  maAy  feo|ple^a  dMfbiirfcs?  Jefts, 

Vol  IV.  Mm  ftoiks 


|82  ^/ ojyiQ^f /»  V 

jBokiei  :^iijleft^^  i^e  am  cdmriion  fwStbtKem  tidsydlif 

jf£lilis^veti3  pradifed  cm  the  &U>atk;  woiiidltt  ln>t:qNit 
iminqr  to  0»q»»  r  to  riirf:  tjifet  their  wo^dr ^fefeic  il^ietb>  ? 
:SluJLtKoof;bfnni^ih^^  tb^nii.  yet«sii«nfet?hQT9 

jr66dida&3t0''dptcially^oniMl^^^  dsy^loorhidrfac  hadfi 
jfO(hittc)iFl)<aii6urcd.  iiHe  h»s«  bbolEio£yeiivhniiiaclcsrift> 

^^Ijni^#*  Sec  «Hu[rlien£nthi  H^tl  sL'  ^  Ab^^o^: 
rtkv^zfnmxCc  os  ti^^rembt^  tdid^k«4ic^d^ir  oar  wiirUf 

count  thereof  at  tht2l»f  p{  ^d^tnatt^  'RGAyihtSblxmg 
'.  ctnamsr^  mfti .  irwDy-  hstei  ta  dear  .feiv  ddlb  <^oisir M  the 
.Sabhatfc^vbeKdei:  orr^ofltbcv  dnyanh^jAnd  ifltbry'  nnift^afc* 

count  for  id}e:^or«h):  hoJw  intnrh:ititiretfor  'd^md-'^mM 
.  ibvmtAs^^tx  infe  Uei^  ivtd '  hf)dodf  oadMf  I  <dWhe^ ttogo^ 
ei^d'woVld^of  intuit j[?  ifaaW  ^M  aod  iwiid^ 

'  6fa]9A(ib)i  mcfcy^f  :Jf  yor  wbald'  liayeycnsrltAi^ssrt^ 

^^^d#(Mdio  hieoonte  as  thrfce^hR»^Hioo^«iicytbirTbti«> 

"    f  «6^6ictf^  Caintad  «ti«  the^LndV  day <$infa^n  ^b  idngbt 

£bi£llfied/4r€axf$>9  (^anfe  tfae Ibuntmiy  tfaaOtbaofiirQ^iiiis 
"•IfiarfTM^i  eiearv  ^^^Mrd&  3tarscheixittfiij|nii  ?n{kfinlfi(;6, 

'ttuliktiDtM  ^liiL  thdtighta  lov^ewMim^oiii'^fJtibim^iV 

;Sfatiroiil  "fahi  ifamigl^^a^well  asi  iite^^cbomhtB  ^I^AaM, 

^if^thafr1»«ta[k  in  uyoit  ^oif  tkts*  day/  do:  ad*^oVaTfihed 

-itif^  uiMtcr  tbd4stMt,^4aif  d«t  16  God  iotiielisyvarnd  ym 

•^tfoaU^ilbt'iw  h^'guiltyi^  ^o     .  .:•>    r  .  rV>'    .  .r.      '  '  '-^  ' 

-    :    A»ffd^/TbWe  alN^fltis^'ililaaioii;!^ 

%itbi»lw^«^^fi«ofanedi 4)1^  191^1^^^        *'    - 

^'  I.  Many  incroach  ujp^^'the^l.brdV^hol^rdafv-  s^d 
'^({NAi^fsteit  by  i)i^biidiy^dif«ef{6^^^  ^d  by 

Hfeakllig'tiieir^kQt^m^  t^>theMd«9>iiirhtcilcI  As^ 

'^b»4i«lidyv«iHf<^me'  IcDgl^: '  Othctd^  i^ofaiM^bla  hdl^dfey 
^  |]iy  DMbtiig  k  a-day  ofidienefsi  or  a  vifiting^su^  ^b»t>g 
^'^^^  ^nds  aftd  titi^bmiTsf  OtlMsta  4^  diiitiingi  it  ji 
^^^«i^<mttigtd^y  irith  Woi>ki«!^ii*afidtf«rvadrs:^^mttttiA)y 

o^ifte  it4iy  d0hig  unaeolfffavy  f(Nrvil6^«tdrfeiti  and  ^oue 

d-A*-^  ■  .     ■      •  .»    '  :  .•»       ^  iday 


ttiiy^titforevW  delayed  /tiH  Monday  ttereift^ir  fooh-Sd 
tfaegathbKnp:  pedfci  flteaiing  (^  grais,.  cut:ntt]g[^and'ikeaf'- 
iflH^iof  hatl^  felchii^  ift  ii^ater,  fweeptn^  the  hottfe,''dfft4 
ii^<]yf  clbthes^  bieewifig'  of  ^k,  and^'the  Kker  Ifhw 
>ti^^<iiot^bethg  works  t}f  needfity  or  mei^i  but  oor 
ii#ttnMiifcs/tijpnGri^our^Woldly  profttt  ov^to  itidul^ 
ilCii  •cdnbdritale^or  'pfeafiir^,^are  cem^H^nSawflii  <M 
'lihr4aUnthr8Cdordtitg'to.I£l.  Mil.  13*  'SL^et|;(a(faf  hhb^ 
!i4>tMt«Ad^  day  pwfaaed  by  iS»(6  ^rs^icev^'iii'^foni^ 
fhoies^  the  land'}  'let^tmnUtendo  »^  fay  What  tfi^^ 
aHH^ftilhnttiby^!«4U  be  fie^Jitig  a^pftftco&iGod'^^ayTlillr 
thfcir  fervifetjar^fk  i  and  it  c<nnpt  i)ut  be  hdnool^ifvd 
pr<9«ol|ingiliv^evfii^  df  GhH^-bethg  tbiie^kgahitbib 
^imldiivi^hBandiinntfold  repredfe.- :  -c  M^-^fj  .k/o? 
m!)  &J9fhr^  Whyddyf^  eiteltim  f9rf^'iift^^3<;«to»itfai8 
atcdnim  h^^^  iiohaito  to^aiiy  tiNf«)thtnkv6odr^e.ate 
?<]ktithtrreH  dttairtkncra*  ^rjmikar«hj'*>&t3.'^'  ni  tnLO- 

ifynABrqm^um  ikat 'which  t&^his  proper ri{(htt!for^<!r^e 

oiewfit)ida^i$*the  Lofd''s»^'  '  jNytft  w^owl' ^be^  iro sntoDio 

-'faei'faitndiftBaiing  ally  of  yotir^ndghbqKif't!!  fdbdkif^d 

-ftUnk^ryibitilo^li^nitf'to  btf^-fottttd  roW)iog^&>(k<of <^his 

' .  ilDlf  day  ?!  b^n0i^ftcrtl<^  the  'worft  kbd  dl  tfcyf^<^i|I- 

^dt^^wiQadt^iror^  thimr«ft«raUi^'f^0m^ii(aH»'^l6ErTfito3 

^l^iaftjlhe  fiiAi  table  greater  Ibaii  the  fiiia  againft/ihe 

^ffcdnd)r«|bfpf^Btfide%  they  fhat^  VgHi  &ifts  t^'ftiaii  Irom 

,HSAd^  mipy^  ^dte  jAlt  be  dotle,^  cpeHEt,  anil  fteai  fromrf^ri^^ 

■  iribi^  foF^tfe  to-Godf  true  iiMii>  n«ari«    Msifey^r? thief 

.at  thtrgibbdtiiatb  tH>nfcir€tf,  ibat.he  N^gan^autsriooferlife 

and  iteating  with  breaking  of  theSobll^^dat}  ibatlllii 

'^^^KYs.l^adifffi^iia,  atu)  the  pecafiotl  of  ill  tbs  left. 

Oij^^. '«  We  ai^im  ^g^ii!iiri  we  «to  hm  ^hu  Qeiglb- 
fbourp^fifQthdnabi^ui^S!fl^''  - 

V  '<  hai^f^lffm  e^ght  io  he  finpiilaf^  and  do/mere  for^Gpd 
h  «hd  yUii^felill  than  ibiherj»j;^if  yotit.ii»p**d  '^  !8ai;ei:4ii  at 
YiiA^'  Siiait^aie.'^\  Gbd^foft^idsi^oui  .to^*<  folh>w4  flMlkir 
i^rttt4eio4<%ewU|l'  £aod*ixiiU(2»  The  cdroMpne&:4Df 
£  Hi  ^dfoibi^t  e»t($niiate^^iiti  i^ravate  it  in  the  li^t  of 
YfC«i^7ft)r>  fthe'tnor^  eooameiv itbd,  -it  hath. thp^^ll^cr 
Ufbr^  -i^'  JU^Toara  ifo*  ;tiantisk^ceM  ;  Q^d  Jnith-j^ipMiipn 
t Ateile^  fet  cmiHtiueii  fiia  i&  tl^\iibrliW  a&4  a^ioflnrtion 
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imt,^<lkaibypoaB  aibciotioiv  vnthjittWrtriMdlLdo^MBife  aUd* 
:Umi  foui  toimeBU  ki-Hiat  kke  bckd«.;  laqrt  it  tii3Ls» 
4ieicti^lf4>*^n  thcm^  For.thp.nMre  &(gois  cue.  lipoma 
ielaa  firsv  >^.  l^^iU  bum  the  itiok«  tEeheineaiI]r,i ...  .  y„  \  < 
O^^.    *^  tbeire  ,dung&  wiuck  we  da  4HFf  hot  liufe 

ttoe'bikhbath.'* ;    "    _  ;      ..  ...*.  »   v.  ^r^i  •    ;:i. 

J'^jwiR^  rS«c  Was.ttcit  ij^rtiWing.  a  .few  ftidcavn  tbe  9ah^ 
b8ib«»^tk::?  fer;we.i«  Imrihigfal}  God  vdisote^i^ 
^StbiiilD  oMofin  fnaii  wiUck  k  conunitted.  vfpUiftMi  mfn> 
miXibi,  4nd  hi&  Mif  Umti.  .There  a  ^otejpi^.m  4hc 
te«iLfi%-than  ail  tbetanjp^  kfaeaiviVivV'ieli&ofpfiBM 
worldly  oon  .expiate  v  andt  i£its.Kiiik.6r'pttfiifltiMcn62diie 

4eeth  etcrnaU^,  and  curie  the  day  that.caerj.'ihottiiiiaft 
ktotxiki  l^htsg  Ms  ^afi  the  death  of  Ac  cteei£d.S<Hi 
ipf  Qbd^canm^ke  atonement  for  the  4ea&  fitter  nfieUete 
ik  tfam#(Xfaat ic^or £iu^  if  Jcaovii  and  rirfrnrrdi  wiUmwqf^ 
idim  lo^bcll  aa  iforiely  s^^gfcatw  'Sm  9  fe%  ihaicis  j^ifili 
te^tht<ie£i  teotatioa  haft4fatoaxo^^oiamitdt,ftiMUheMB 
«xf tUc  ioor  it.  A  bsall  kak  in  a  (hifi^  JLcft  ^pan,  «iniU 
<9il|  bert^ec^^^wcU  w  Aigreatcr;  a  ftab  with  »  fttfudnjir^ 
^iii JdU 71  aan<  aa  :mU  M;a.fniordb  If  ^imai^ltaiiidt 
AatLJbM  theJualkft  «rqpL<)^tfar  iiMiit  heiwiUi|Mll«3bq^ 
^M^bf^ evsaaa^f  bttfcher  icaii  «hug  a .bea^t^titas 
^ha«iblei>  (i^f  wne^£oot»,4^  jvell  ju.  vhea..biMMAvfa|F'^l 
<£oMr  &  Aadi  if  (ataxi  get  Jh^44}  hcU,  ib6;'dfMhi«ift  traOidi  ' 
t%,'««hat;  liiia  thou  fpeft  thkher^ii^iMheaiin^sUitf 
\ti>  .;.,*'.     ^*   '     .'•    »•  '-  ■  «.t  :->,iij  I,  .  ^,^^ 

2»  >G4d  haftli  framed^  alLliis^  eommawdfiftiiiifinile 

wdfilMl^  9nd.  Jie  beft.kno«»  wha^  ia.()oi]fiAfiet^«fahihla 

own  worChip).  af^  wha|46  jaM)4libr  hk<iiiai|^«a|h'.  «tt 
jiL:fxctav9ifdtminjiagf€9M  tD  iay,  that  tbhiOtu'dmtfkoc 
^ioariiiofko&jthft&bbach>.wiU  be  lUk.hMeemacilD 
^^janriee  of  Oad^  ffciogJieiiifuiiBlf  latk  imd^\%kkk 

ihoti  ibak  4la  aLmttx  M^  work*"  The  Utaebtei«taft 
«i9tt  faijhef  jnanaaabii d^i.£«od».x»i# ..  O adghliailic 
awe  faid,  .^'.  Wthy  ?  it  waU  i»iMt  hinder  God'4.iamc6| 

w«  gattvQT  it  ¥aiif  ia  the  m^nmg^  ^tA  fia  ve  nrill  be  \it 
<i3«£a  worfiup  in  time  enongfai  nad  have  ali  the  reft  ef 
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isil.t^  £u9ehimt  Afpso^  ire  9»tAmatit$mnA'6miti\ii 
UjQBiToiiadcibatit'tiiecaittpi^md  neav  oiar  »arf  iko^^^tit 
vidlibe  no  gneatiaboBir;  And  bcfidcs  we  oiaf  Jnv^iqettA 
tho«Bkta.in  .tiive  of  «k>in^  iu^'  No  you  ntttft  Aot  fat 
w4£er  thaa -Ond ;  im  faacbfct  af:«t  dai*  Aif  iior -hi*  (MRH 
«Gb«  and  fOB  olttft  BotcuftaAdiHirveiii^oait.  .^« 
:«.Jbi.iikelmaiia2r,  iome «fBeufe <hinr  uraUdog^Nr  \nt$iik 
kig  upon  the  Lord's  day  4  ^'  0>  (£ijr  tbey)  «ie4:Mi4Miif 
^y  oiiriiMgk6fttificaWylay4[he  mqr«^  jBut, dHUigh 
]^o«30OttM.da  kv  ftrifv^cni  yott  .asAafUke  tkiliyMUiAii^ 
MRpltf  AUIJiave  mi  iU  o&£k  «(poa4^tlM«i  ^wh»j8rQLlo0ii« 
iag  «B  fmxi  Wktf  tUtik  yon  of  that  aiirCul  W9»4*  Alii^ 
v.^*  M  Wh«foBV4:rftaUbi;eako«eof<hclei^cMi^ 
iBi>rtiiiwnt»». wd  AftUi  teach  «»ea  <»  (ifayt  U  flttJlttMlmr 
fdM!tt.iilie«k  tt  bf  wiiac  be  dodi  ^or  iaiiiid  he  ihaU  be  Oik 
|lHkdtMteftiothe«kM||9dam*(^^  > 

>s..a.^^«ity  «fMi  gattdiaefe  <i(  a|ipatel  ia  ivpfaiJiA  l# 
dMiiiMaif&taliM  'of  Uk  Sabhth.  &>iiie  idrafr  «p 
iflMiMiirgfdib  day  in  ^och  vua  actkcb  aid  Mpdfeijeai: 
Atfbibiia»>as<KM  ^  dm«r  .die  ^C9  lof  ^thoia.  tm  igmm 
TgflcmiillBnB,  and  £0  ihek  litarfia  >ta  viander  ifmn  ^aA 
and  hisiworjlhip.  .  T^ok  what  guik-  f  a»  iMulif-dMar 
^^i|mftifo)tf£Bkes»  of  tha^naiof  «thoia  a»  wettras  |K»Mr 
napflu  •  Thn  pgaAkiag  4if  iansK  haathaus  my  .|Mit-ittupf 
nroffft^  OurttiaBSMuuig:  m  «<o  tbe^bhiOu  .Vaiaciiia 
MaaixiUtt^otts ^ a iiealbeii  youogmaR^ aaoiefl SfouKii^ 
Hriif  ivttf  dseaditig  beavd&il  (^  hot  ebfitfyiifg  that  «uuif 
ifaUMlriiflkt«yaam]um»  aad.fauiiif  the  caMfeqaeaoBi 
Wi^ lia^/'diifiguficd  iiia  fao^  iaafit  hia  beaiiiy  flitadd 
prove  a  ^fiiare  to  otherft.  Majr  nat  ^bia  beachen  ^mskr 
dsoifi  (aohy  «4o  aae  <biaff  €raaa4bifigavii^.than^lv«$ 
?laft  thcf  Aiouid  paova  ^a  tratatiaa  to  otiM»n>  thattbay 
disiiifiwc^tbair  taoe^-by  vpaiati«|^  aad  jpatduag,  aa  ibem 
^laiae  Jj^autiAit:  than  Ood'  baa  aaadei  dicaiy  ^mkboitt 
{oaiii^  »bat4t«ar.  the  ^KyufiBfoeikcea  4»f  at  ^nty^^fvoiw. 
iaifiot4}&aa^i0wiag  a  diflibe  of  ^od'a  w^e^LaaamlU^ 
imA  «.4ofiift  to  ;aaead  >k^  Jazehet  -was  kifamimaj^r 
:dita  acin  and  no  ibfaBr  avMAan  *aiauU  ^fice  ao^  dottaar 
ber.ialhion*-'  A  Chriftkn  ihould  be  fo  far  from  bcujg 
f iMiiid.«r  '^Mi  (tf  jh]#*appafa>,  «har  dit  fifhtoftbift  j-^r- 


iRcWIv  fiioiald  iittitiUs  himl  and  4ceep  hhttjif iinqiil  h^ 
decm^  tif  iteed  them  $  Was  kfnct  69  that^firifitthtt^ 
©f'hrt  gXory^' €&t^tt6  hitit -vfMk  (h^wc,  twd*p«t  hiirt 
fo  feek  e\G^he%  for  to  hide  it  i  Would  it  ikHs  be  .^ftni»»* 
lion*  in  a  malcfa^or  to  pride  himCetf  m  ft  ftifi^cna'/vhicK 
Ii€  bad.gott  for  a  fotil  l^ime  f-  <7oa(idcf'^alfa  thegoit* 
ie«Dtfli  9tott>«lie  proud'of,  what  they'^ntf:  Theftbeafta, 
kav€»  the  *iqiie  -naturally 'to/ coTCf  thcm^-^nd-  wiU'iy^w 
Wpro^dof;  »bcaft's  eoifcring?  It  jwas  thfltfayfafj^idf 
t^a^in  tora  vaift'faHant, .«  Why  art  Aou*pi««id^  of 
tk&»  VN^icha  (hecp  M'or^  before  thee  ?*'  Oe^  whatthl»^if 
thtty  btt -fioev  than  wool  f -*yec  (their  origkial  h  a4  hcnuk^ 
h%t  ratbet  worle ;  Wha^  ^iC'^elveC^  fM  ahd-fsfirim^ 
|)Ur  itM  ttcmtUcnt^  o(  a  tile  urorm  ?  andrirtha^a'dRat^ 
lof  t<|^-bQ'|taln  of?  -  Ramembefk-thatete  kngGbd-wxil 
^ttie thca^tawear another  futt  thou- wtlt hvfeCmeM^^' 
fon  10  Ve  f^oud  oS%  be  will  ei^n  eiolhrthtei  with  vof  ms 
wd  ptiDie^adiom  I'by-not^he  thonghto^hcarepf  ket|^ 
ya^a  hujftble^  a^d  .toach  yon  to -^come  tar.thoricfatBrcb 
giritvf^  rwdr^decently  elpparened?  cfpe^iafty  &Bct  yof 
€0m^  inio  th^  |>i«fcncr  of  that  God  ifivlio  tefifta  ite 
ptottd/ibttt  giifeagraea  to  the  bumble.  •  .  •  '  1  ^>o^ 
f'  'jr.  Q^bS'^ifiAitiftttOQ  of  boly-da^a  is  an*  iocrbachtneM 
)]p9i>  thf^foUnh  cotnmaad,  smd'Oppofi^c^io  tbc'fanAifr' 
isftie^.of  theSabbatht  wj)kh  iathe  only  <day  no#  -ap^ 
^imedfto  be  kept -faol)^  to  Godt  What  ia  itf/but>aii 
^urpiiig  of  Chrift'a  kgifiat^e  p6wer^  and  a  icilifyhig 
of  the  lilt's  day,  to  fetjfakit^  days,,  or  daystof  fanro^n 
inAk<ution^  on  a  level  with  it|  by  obliging  IpeOpte  to 
^ftain  from  labour-  tftjcu'euponr  The  cbiirch  ■  hatlr 
HO  fowpt  to  confecra^  fi«5k  dayfe  :  t^jf  thti  "apofc 
ties  did  ,i«  not:  ThetO'is ifvd  #x>fdlof  iliefat  cOiifeorafi^ 
in)^  a  day 'to  Stephen'  tbe^prototm^trtyr^  noa  iOrJaiDiai 
wbonv  Ukrod'kiiled  with  tliiO  fiiroid..  Y9a#'tt  maf  f^te 
feekoi*e4an  i^obtcous  praQiee  t»  confecrate  days' to 
faints  and  angelsj  and  keep  them  to  their  hontar  for 
publitbing  their  praife>  and  commemoratiiig  their  aOil^ 
(met  this  ia  a  piece  of  worlbip  that  belcKigs  0ti\y  4§ 
God.  .  ...  '.  .      • 

/  La/fly,  Not  a  f«^w  in  fome  paita  of  the  cotin^f  do 
profane  this  holy  day,  by  their  {ct  cabals  and  drinking* 
}  '  f  mcetin^a 


^ft^tfai^rupbiTft)  by  feiififig  jNTofati^  bodte/ wnrA  tdHbft 

foni,  ♦sttiidtfa^Fmawf  dthdr^^fts  to?  i«rW^  Afe^ 

«»hi^fteHKb  maidis^fsis^thi^s,  that  fotme  are  gi^iin  4tti'><v! 
feUcNreii' a' tiding  pokto  htsk^  a  dedteatlitg  ©dd"^  holf 
Ai^tOjthor>lionw:^r«ind>ferTtc«' i^f  ifhe  det'iiv  a  hJMUgiftff 
oUltiiiisg  bf  <tefiaiiee^againft  heiivlin,  afid^dvdJyTin^ttPjir' 
«ga(iniftyo!tir  Marker,    tr  t»  theiffyitf^  of iD:t«,  ^  Fb  kkep 
. tbe^iibithHb  m  idle  maritfei^  is  to  kts^p  tfa«  ^Slbba^h 
♦rfonarV^aflbspKyk^  thtf8A*stri¥>l«  dW^rfitrf#*Trtii(l 
fllwrfawf,  fft  .taikc^p  the  Sibbath  'ofrtbe'.  gddwfc'^ditl^i 
Bm-^  turap  the  Sftbbath^iA  dratlk^mi<r&^a«df  1^5»^ztfffi/ 
«rtteSjibb^tb'bf  fefcjKi,  wuhd  deVJl'tf  fct>lf  d«t»A  ^O 
fisofead^rbiBirb^  whwa  <*feadfu4  Aihi?fe^of  utfkk^(fe*ifl^4rf- 
ttv^td djQlfeate  €^i>d^lday  to-^he^dcvill   '^¥»upffc«lTT(&t' 
foffib^fferit  fi!^«dt«f  ifftbrit  afljindignttyto^'the  4Mk 
fifi|ie«vd«x;^bad  t»  fe^veftiie  derit  in  tkd  wofl^  ^  QiafliM 
ip«^  4ipi»|ftb^^ycnryida:y  iwbiQh/tefolemhlf:>d^ 
|b^Kbk/hodl>utiandrervi^e«o<f  ih^g^at<3od.'    A4lH,«ttl| 
fo«  dink  c|tkiiarj^arI6u93G<fd  trill  pA(^*  f«feU^im  "iAvlil^' 
itiftnitjid«nd<iadte  no'noeke  of  it  ?  '  ^^'^D^*y(^(htl^)pt^' 
?okc  the  Lord  to  je^1ott%  ?  ^re-  ye  fttoi^et  rttfnywi^ 
W^  ^o'tfighragamft  iitnfrtjyi^  ttis^-hbM<tti^iid  eirth 
4%A.a^M»hJ^tii»d  bf  a  w<ml  bfirA  atthiiigettto 
fpi,vtwtlie'brrsifth  of' bis  tnowh  cw  crumble  y^^t^ 
iiiD<t(^■Whar  aw  yeu  in'  bU  fighty  but  a^  a  h^dfti)  of 
^^.#iorms>?nandwlo  yoa^bihkjeo  bd  iible^  tb  Mm^emt^ 
agaiflft^ther Almighty \  Vh,  noiK  be  tfie ^dfeWibifta'Sdrt 
lie«dq'fo|ftj»tigi  the/  uebela  'he^r  fo  ft(RHf^  thtf ^fertemloi 
ie>?fer  fo^ndbiierous,  he  i^  ft^fy  able<  t^  ff)il#:rt  the>ifi« 
an^^waUterwiftly  do»it,  f^.  :fcii.^2i:  ^-^^  Thcfd|h%attd 
jtfflniifcihatid?  'ycttfai  ^'icte^d/'fltt^    not  te  unpivi^fhed. 
&mhd^icjfiat  bar?*  nifie  t^"pltf  stAdtpray  ^r<fii«h^hftaiwu 
^ri^pf}mmMni  ^^^  ittifedtet?pltt<j«»^fbPi1MrfMil^,' 
i^thof '^riift*p*«ftrof  th«rMi(>tfcse  ftfn^'iioai^  itm«eatfpt 
vA  thefttMakeri  >Mho4tvi  i^^  tf  k\i^\Qt  xh^tti^ttrm 
ifl^  WfW<||tt'«fraW  it  (h^ttld  fee  fM  e^fe  theygdfc^hU 
%kef  f  ^mh-^A^^ Td^no  Ibftpf o  tie  cdmpa*^ 
and  damned  fpirits  !  The  God  of  infinite  mercy  i^a 
f he;<!y€«)«fld3(l6p  A«  '«afe€tf^df ^fOfcbi'  ikf ji^  IheflsAe  - 
y(«id'ttldi(Wielfdf«ftercy,  ^  '■      •^-^o- 

c^-'-^--'    •  And, 


aM  Aw  ^i^MAf /<»  tee. 

Jktiif  before  I  cfoTcy  let  me  afic  the  In eafcei*  ef  tiie 
Sabbatb,  Wkat  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Author  of  An 
Sabbath^  for  defpifingf  and  abnfiiig  faeh  a  rare  pviTile((tt 
aft  the  Sabbalh  is  ?  When  the  Lord  caRs  yoo  poor  fin* 
f«l  ereatores,  who  deferve  to  be  baniihed  eternally  from 
l)ia|Mrcfcf)ee»  to  come  and  enter  Into  his  r€ft»  and  rsfreib 
your  (omh  with  the  riews  of  his  redeeming  love,  and  eiN 
rich  them  with  the  treafures  of  hit  grace  fet  open  before 
yOQ ;  O  what  a  fin  muft  it  be  for  you  to  turn  your  baek 
upon  them,  and  go  aboot  to  weary  the  Lord  by  yo«r  fins, 
when  he  oflFers  f wcet  tneft  to  you  !  O  believe  it,  firs,  Sab^ 
hath  breaking  is  not  fuch  a  light  Cm  as  n>any  itnaginei 
furely  the  day  k  very  near  when  yon  (hall  be  brought  to 
think  on  thefe  days  you  now  mif-fpend  and  make  light 
oft  O  bow  will  you  then  moum  for  the  lofs  of  theCi 
preeioiis  Sabbaths  which  God  gave  you  to  iind  peaice 
and  reft  to  your  fouls  in,  when  you  ihall  have  no  refk 
flight  nor  day,  but  the  fmoke  of  your  burning  and  top- 
flsent  (hall  aibend  for  ever  and  ever  I  How  will  you 
mourn  then  to  Ibe  Abraham's  bofom  afar  off,  an)  thmi^ 
iamds  atTeft  in  it  whom  yoo  hated,  and  where  yom  might 
have  been  at  reft  aa  well  ae  they,  if  yoo  had  not  def- 
ied the  reft  of  the  Sabbath  here  below  !  It  is  faid,  Lam. 
i«  7.  ^*  Jemfalem  remembered,  in  the  days  of  her  mifc- 
titPf  all  her  pleafaot  things  that  (he  had  in  die  days  of 
old  (  then  theadverfartes  Taw  her,  and  did  mock  at  hee 
Sabbaths."  So  the  days  of  your  miferies  approach,  O 
Sat^bath-breakers,  when  with  fed  hearts  ye  ftall  rtmt(BOh 
ber  the  pleafant  ordinances  and  feafons  of  grace  yoa  had 
of  old ;  and  then  the  devils  and  heathens  will  mock  at 
yon  for  the  bfs  of  your  Sabbaths !  Why  then  (houM 

Jou  go  to  add  to.ihe  fins  and  miferiss  of  your  eternal 
tate,  the  henious  guiU  of  abufmg  fuch  a  great  number 
of  preckms  Sabba&s  as  God  in  his  mercy  now  aflbrda 
you  for  the  (avbg  of  your  ibuls  ! 


*w>e> 


i>^ 


Aff4  }^(<^^!^  b]r  God's  a^pointmisn^  c»U9^^>o(i-ife 
princes  to  fee  ths^t  the  Sabbath  be .  not  profAfied,  and  ' 
tti^t  upon  their  higheft  perils  Jer.  xviu  19.  ^$^^  27/  %tvi< 
h(;n€e  it. by.  that  ovir  kings  and  parliaments  b^xtc  )pntAct 
£9,  many  excellent  laws  agaioft  the  prof^fiarnm  of  theV 
S'ajbKath*'  May  God  put  it  into  the  beared  of  tfaofe,  who  * 
oi|g^^  to  be  preferrers  and  executors  of  laws^  to^  pueif 
thc.ra  in  execution  !  This  would  tend  much  to*  the  ^ioiy.T 
o|P4k1,  and  the  welfare  of  natjons,  <;ities»  and  £amitiot« 
o\^ty  l^y^JiAtmt  exhort  ^1  in  inferior  dacion9»>both  ' 
.yojt^  and  bld^  to  observe  th«  fourth <:omm9ndvaff.thef^ 
regard  the  iaivation  of  their  preeiotts  and  inrHnottal'fibGlls'f 
ill  toe  eternal  worlds  and  the  peace  of  their  con£cieQcea> 
when  thev  come  to  lie  on  a  death  betfj  which'^tkoy  t 
fbould  be  Woking  out  for  eirery  dayy    Let  me  ladrireftc 
both  young  and  old  upon  this  head.  .  "'; 

<!•.  As. for  you  that  areyosng,  I  entfe2Mi:feu^tO'**'re#r 
member  tqe  Sabbath-^day,  to  keep  it  h6ly*-V  hnprotpvi 
tlhi^  day  with  al)  care  and  earneftnefsi  for  it  19 'th^  dayn^ 
wherein  poor  finners  ufuaiily  be^n  their  &eqtuinttncvr? 
with  Gqd^  and  converfion  to  him :  Ai)4ihe.pik>per  fito£> 
fon  for  tins  work  is  the  time  of  youth ;  for  «ow^  the  ' 
heatt  is  moft  tender  and  pliable»  and  foonet  .nV^ed^fdr^' 
fin,  than  afterwiirdi,  when  you  come  to. grcftt*r age:.- 
For^  the  laager  you  go  oq  in  fin,  the  heaft  will  tura^- 
th|^  harder^  and  the  confcience  more  feared*  The  Idn^er  * . 
yov  f<>rget  God,  the  more  eftrs^nged  you  w^l  grow,-  and  ' 
unwilling  to  return  to  hiin.  S^  hranchesnpf  aitree.^ 
wjfiile  yC'Ung,  may  be  bowed  a^d.j^ratned  up  any  ytof  f 
but  when  tfaej'arc  old  they  will  uoc  ply.  v 

"Again,  con^der^  that  the  Xoon^r  you  begtt  to  f«n£)(i- v 
fy  ^e  Sat^batb,  und  be  ferious  about  youi^bukv  God- 
will  love  you  ^hc  better.    Hn^  how  he  remembers  the' 
kindngfs  of  yojich,  Jer.  ii.  2,  "  Thus  f.ith  J^ie^JUord^  JD 
remember  thee,  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth»^  th^iovc  of 
thine  efpoufals,  when  thou  wenteU  after  me  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,"  &c.     He  loVcs  thofe  who  come  in  at  the  firft 
y'^found  of  the  gofpel,  far  more  than  rebels,  who  (land 
*  /out  till  the  Jaft,  that  they  can  do  no  more.     The  fewct 
' « .  V^is  an^  invitations  you  refill,  the  more  kindly  wiil  you 
J)C  accepted  of  God;  He  loved  a  young  Abijah,  a  young 
:^'^^       Vol.  IV.  Oo  Jofiah, 
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Jofifth,  a  younj:  Timothy  ;  and  John  is  called  the  ?  dif* 
cipte  whom  JcfusJoved,"  John  xiii.  23.  becaufe  he  wa$ 

Jroungeft  and  earlieft  convierted;  See  how  affedionate- 
y  Paul  falutes  Epenetusi  by  the  tide  oi  his  '*  well-be- 
loved,'* becaufe  of  his  being  **  Chrift's  firft  fruits  in 
Achaia/'  Rom^  xvi.  5.  And  iif  Paul  loved  him  fo  much^ 
to  be  fure  Chrift  loved  him  fi^r  more* 

Moreover,  do  not  think  thaf  juftice  wiH  fpare  you,  if 
it  find  you  in  fin,  and  out  of  Chriil,  becaufe  you  are 
youn|t*  Prefume  not  upon  mercy  upon  this  account ; 
remember  that  threatening,  Pfai.  Ixviii.  21.  "  God  (hall 
wound  the  head  of  his  enemies^  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of 
him  that  goeth  on  (liU  in  his  trefpafies."  You  have  no 
ground  to  think  that  he  will  fpare  you  till  you  be  old 
iand  bald-headed :  No)  h^  may  even  take  you  by  the 
hairy  fcalp  while  you  are  in  your  youthful  vigour  and 
frefhnefs,  and  punifli  you,  as  he  hath  done  many  others 
before  you. 

O  young  folk,  if  you  would  mind  your  fouls,  and 
fanfiify  the  3abbath  in  the  jdays  of  youtbk  take  tbefe 
fewdire^ions: 

I.  Look  always  on  death  as  near^  and  within  a  few 
fteps  of  you.  Aias  !  many  young  folk  think  it  as  im« 
proper  for  them  to  be  thinking  on  their  graves,  as  to 
think  of  going  to  bed  at  noon  :  their  fun  is  high,  and  it 
is  a  long  time  to  night  i  they  look  on  death  at  forty  or 
fifty  years  diftance.  O  what  folly  is^^^this  !  Do  you  not 
fee  graves  of  your  length,  and  ikulls  of  your  fize,  in  the 
church-yard  ?  Yea,  do  you  not  fee  twenty  die  young, 
to  one  that  lives  to  old  age  ?  Let  death  and  eternity  be 
then  the  frequent  fubje£ts  of  your  meditation  oil  the 
Lord's  day^4   > 

'  ll  Think,  much  this  day  upon  your  vilenefs  and  mi- 
fcry  ^y  nature  j  that  you  are  "  childrch  of  wrath,  heirs 
of  bell,  eneitiiesto  God,  and  (trangers  toChrifl;  and  the 
covenant  of  grace  j  yea,  fervants  to  fin,  and  bond  ilaves 
to  the  dcfvil :"  For  the  prodigal  never  thought  of  turn- 
ing to  his  father,  till  he  faw  himfelf  in  a  loft  and  undone 
condition. 

'  3*  Thifikmuch  on  Chrift's  fitnefs,  fulnefs,  and  fuit* 
ablenefs  for  all  your  wants  and  maladies.  In  him  you 
-'  «■•  ■    may" 
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may  fin  j  a  remedjr  for  whatever  troubles  you.  Is  it 
guilt?  here  pardon.  Is  it  great  fins?  here's  a  Re- 
deenoer's  Mood  that  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  Are  you 
condemned  ?  here  fufficient  rightcoufnefstojuftify  you. 
Is  pollution  and  fihhinefs  your  fear  ?  here  a  deep  and 
open  Fountain  that  runs  continually.  Are  you  chained 
prifoners  ?  here  liberty.  Arc  you  drowned  in  debt  ? 
here  a  Ranfom  and  Surety.  Are  you  difeafed  ?  here 
Balm.  Are  you  ooor?  here  fine  gold.  Are  you  dead  ? 
here  the  Refurredtion  and  the  Life.  Are  you  ftanring  I 
here  the  manna  and  the  fatted  calf«  Are  you  weafct 
and  unable  for  duty?  here  all-fiifficient  grace  and 
flrength.  Yea,  be  "  is  able  to  fave  them  to  tjie  utter« 
all  that  come  to  God  bjr  him  f  And  particularly, 
he  fays  of  little  children,  *•  Suffer  them  to  come  unto 
me ;  and,  him  that  cometh  (faith  he)  I  will  in  nowifd 
caftottt-* 

4.  Let  children  and  young  folk  carefully  attend  or- 
dinances this  day  in  the  church ;  lie  clofe  by  the  pool 
fide,  till  it  pleafe  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  to  corns 
and  put  you  in.  Study  to  remember  what  you  hear* 
and  give  an  account  thereof  to  your  parents  wh^n  yoti 
come  home. 

i»5r  Earlv  acquaint  yourfelves  with  the  fcriptures^  read 
much  of  them  this  dny,  and  meditate  on  them,  Pfalm9 
cxix.  9.  **  Wherewithal  (hall  a  young  man  cleanfe  hi^ 
way  ?  by  taking  heed  thereunto,  according  to  thy  word.'* 
How  came  Timothy  to  be  fo  well  acquaint  with  Chrift 
and  his  way  ?  but  becaufe  •*  from  a  child  he.knew  the 
fcriptures,"  2  Tim.  iii    15. 

o.  Be-  much  this  day  in  prayer ;  for  the  prayers  of 
young  folk  are  very  pleafant  mufic  in  God's  ears.  It 
would  be  both  very  p!eafant  and  profitable,  if  children 
of  the  fame  family  would  take  fome  time  this  day  to 
meet,  and  read,  and  pray  together;  for  fo  the  examples, 
and  hearing  of  one  another,  would  be  mutually  helpful; 
and  ftir  them  up  to  a  concern  about  their  duty.  It  Is 
the  fault  of  parents,  that  do  not  put  them  on  to  this 
prafticc.  If  children  did  thus  begin  early  to  the  fcrvice 
of  Ood,  it  would  become  habitual  and  ddlightful  to 
them  afterwards.  But,  alas  !  inftead  of  this,  many  pa- 
O  0  a  rents  • 
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rents  let.  their  children  run  and  play  through  the  (Ireets^ 
and  in  the  church  and  chu^rch-yard,  on  the  Sabbath^ 
y^ithout  reilratnt.  but)  let  fuch  parents  remember^  that 
though  children  die  ip  their  iniquities,  yet  their  blopd 
God  will  require  at  their  hand  one  day. 

IL  I  fliall  clofe  with  a  word  to  aged  people.  iTou 
that  are  old  men  and  women,  give  ear  to  what  I  am  to 
fay.  Confider  how  many  Sabbaths  you  have  mif-fpent, 
and  mourn  for  it.  In  threefcore  years  time  you  have 
ibove  three  thoufand  Sabbaths  to  reckon  for,  and  if 
God  "  lay  judgment  to  the  line,  and  rightpoufncfs  to 
the  plumet,"  you  will  not  be  able  to  anfwer  for  one  of 
them.  O  humble  yourfelves  deeply  before  God,  and 
employ  Chrift  to  clear  your  counts  for  you.  Put  on 
refolutiens  in  his  ftrengtn,  to  improve  time  better  for 
the  ifuture,  and  particularly,  the  Sabbaths  which  God 
may  yet  allow  you,  for  fecuring  an  intereft  in  Chrift, 
and  making  proviiion  for  lon£  lading  eternity.  Have 
you  not  great  need  for  it  ?  Alas !  there  arc  many  old 
perfons  who  have  all  yet  to  do.  .Their  glafs  is  near 
run,  and  their  fun  is  at  the  fettinjg  \  and  yet  they  have 
their  work  to  begin,  and  their  journey  to  fet  out  for, 
though  they  have  lived  threeitcore  years  in  God^s  world, 
yet  they  never  fpent  three  hours  of  all  that  time  in  G9- 
cerc  ferving  of  God,  or  providing  for  endlefs  eternity. 
They  never  communed  with  their  hearts,  thought  on 
their  ways,  (bed  a  tear  for  (in,  or  fell  on  their  knees  to 
cry,  "Lord,  urhat  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?*'  What  hope 
ihall  I  have  in  a  dying  hour  ?  Where  will  I  take  up  my 
lodging  through  eternity  ?  How  many  old  perfons  are 
grofsly  ignorant  of  the  firft  principles  of  religion  ?  Yeai 
many  children  of  five  or  fix  years  old  will  far  out(i'rip 
them.  O  what  is  the  reafon  of  all  this,  hut  the  negleft 
and  raifpending  of  the  Sabbath  day,  and  the  contempt 
of  the  means  of  grace  and  knowledge  which  you  might 
have  enjoyed  thereupon  ?  Well  then,  what  refolve  you 
to  do  for  the  time  to  come  ?  Have  you  not  forgotten 
God  and  Chrid,  and  neglefied  your  fouls  and  hea- 
ven long  enough  ?  Or,-  will  you  do  it  to  your  dying 
hour  ?  Are  you  content  to  go  to  the  grave  without 
Chrift,  and  without  hope  ?  O  what  a  fad  fight  is  it, 

to 
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to  fee  grey  hairs  and  gracelcfsncfs  meeting  together ! 
to  fee  men  put  to  look  through  their  fpeftaclci,  but 
never  minding  to  look  to  their  Saviour  I  to  fee  them 
leaning  on  their  (laves,  but  never  thinking  of  relying 
on  Chrift  for  falvation  !  to  fee  age  forcing  them  to  bow 
and  bend  their  bodies  to  the  earth,  but  yet  never  bow- 
ing a  knee  in  fccrct  to  beg  repentance  !  O  what  a 
{han-e  is  it  to  live  fifty  or  (ixty  years  in  the  w  >rld,  with- 
out a  fervent  prsycr,  or  penitent  tear  for  fin  !  to  live 
without  God,  without  Chrift,  and  without  faith  !  O 
what  will  you  anfwer  for  the  fearful  abufc  of  God's 
long  fuflFering  patience !  Old  (inner,  better  thou  hadft 
died  when  a  child,  or  when  firft  born,  than  to  have 
lived  fo  long,  and  go  to  hell  at  lad.  If  thou  died  old 
in  age,  and  old  in  fin,  what  a  hot  and  fiery  hell  mayft 
thou  look  for  at  laft  !  O  how  many  Sabbaths  and  fer- 
mons !  how  ma^y  calls,  counfels^  and  exhortations,  have 
you  to  anfwer  for !  ,  Remember,  you  will  be  called  to 
an  account  for  every  year,  months  day,  and  hour,  vou 
have  lived :  And,  .what  account  can  you  give  of  nfty 
years  fpcnt  in  fin,  fixty  years  lived  in  a  Chriftlefs  and 
prayerlefs  ftate,  or  three  thoufand  Sabbaths  trifled  away? 
Will  you  be  perfuaded  then  to  flee  to  Chrift,  as  thy 
Surety  and  Cautioner,  to  clear  thy  counts,  and  pay  thy 
debts  before  the  door  be  (hut*,  and  improve  the  time 
and  Sabbaths  which  remain,  for  God's  glory  and  your 
precious  foul's  advantage.  And  to  him,  who  can  cf- 
fe£lually  perfuade  and  enable  you  fo  to  do,  be  praife 
for  ever*  .  jimen» 
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MEDITATIONS 

FOR    TH« 

SABBAJTH-DAY. 

(Not  publiflied  in  the  former  Editioni  of  WilliCon's  Works.) 


MEDITATION   I. 

On  the  Burial $f  Christ^  from  John  %\u  40.  &c«. 

^•^N  our  Friday  Chrift  was  crucified  and  laid  in  the 
V  J  grave  5  on  our  Saturday,  which  was  the  JewiCh 
Sabbath,  Chrift  lay  dead  and  buried  all  that  day  in  the 
grave ;  on  the  Sunday,  or  firft  day  of  the  week,  Chrift 
rofe  from  the  grave. 

Obferve,  i.  How  low  Chrift  did  humble  himfclf  for 
us  %  he  was  content  not  only  to  become  a  man,  but  a 
popr  man  of  forrows  for  us,  yea,  a  deferted  man,  a  con- 
demned man,  a  dead  man,  and  lie  as  a  dead  corps  in 
the  earth  for  us.  This  is  the  loweft  ftep  he  could  de« 
fcend.  Pfal.  xxii.  15.  *''  Thou  haft  brought  me  into 
the  duft  of  death. 

a.  Obferve  how  he  humbled  himfelf  in  his  burial:  i. 
He  was  not  buried  by  friends,  but  ftrangers.  a.  Not 
with  heralds,  efcutcheons,  hearfe,  and  otlter  foIemnieier» 
as  became  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  but  in  a 
very  private,  hafty  manner.  3.  Not  in  the  fepulchre  of 
the  kings,  and  or  his  father  David,  not  in  the  burying* 
place  of  his  anoeftors,  but  in  the  fepulchre  of  a  ftranger. 
Jkhold  !  how  poor  was  the  heir  of  all  things  I  While 
he  lived,  he  hsMd  not  a  houfe  of  his  own  where  to  lay 
hi3  head  \  and  when  he  was  dead,  he  had  not  where  to 
by  his  body.    O  deep  humiliation  !  Was  he  who  lay 
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in  the  Father's  bofam  from  all  eternity,  now  laid  in  the 
bofom  of  the  earth  ?  O  wonder  at  it,  that  he  was  wil- 
litig  to  floop  fo  low,  to  ranfDm  our  fouU  that  were  funk 
as  low  as  hell  by  fin  !  O  I  men  and  angels  can  never 
enough  -admire  this  love  of  Jefus  !  that  he  who  wore  the 
keys  of  hell  and  death  at  his  gitdle,  (hould  be  content 
to  be  Iccked  up  in  the  prifon  of  the  grave,  and  to  be  ar- 
refted  there  this  whole  day,  for  our  debt  by  divine 
juftice.  -    ,     .      ' 

3.  Obferve  how  long  Chrift  the  Lord  of  life  continu- 
ed death's  prifoncr,  the  grave's  captive ;  how  long  death 
had  power  and  dominion  over  him,  even  to  the  third 
day.  O  how  did  devils  triumph  this  day  !  We  have 
not  only  bruifed  his  heel,  but  his  heart  alfo,  ^nd  Sehold 
he  lieth  in  duft.  How  did  wickejd  men  rejoice  !  how 
did  death  domineer  over  him  !  Men  have  brought  him 
into  my  territories,  and  there  I  hold  him  bound  wkh 
my  fetters.  Now  would  his  enemies  fay,  Is  this  the 
light  of  the  world,  that  lies  fo  low  in  the  land  of  dark* 
nefs  i  Is  this  the  teacher  of  the  way  to  heaven,  that 
cannot  now  move  his  tongue,  or  fpeak  a  word  ?  Is  this 
he  that  raifed  others  from  the  dead,  that  lies  himfelf 'a-^ 
mong  the  dead  ?  Well,  but  the  triumph  of  thefc  wick-' 
ed  ones  was  but  fhort«  Chrid  rpfe  and  put  them  all  to 
fiknce. 

4.  Obferve  Chrift*s  love,  that  was  cbntent  to  let  de-' 
vils  infult  and  triumph  over  him  for  a  while,  that  they' 
might  not  triumph  over  you,  O  believer,  for  ever.  He^ 
was  humbled  to  lie  in  the  grave  for  a  while^  that  yott 
might  not  loc!ge  in  hell  for  ever.  - 

5.  Obferve\  Chrift  lay  buried  this  day,  that  he  might 
bury  aU  the  eledi's  fins  for  ever  out  of  God's  fight,  that 
they  might  never  rife  againft  them  in  judgment.  O 
what  comfort  is  this,  O  believer,  thy  fins  are  buried,^ 
and  iliall  never  appear  ag'ainft  thee  to  thy  condemna- 
tion. 

6.  Obferve,  Chrift  lay  buried  this  day,  that  he  might 
bury  the  Jcwifh  fcventh  day  Sabbath,  with  all  the  reft 
of  their  Icvitical  typee  and  ceremonies.  Chrift  has 
taken  off  that  yoke  from  our  necks,  glory  to  his  name. 

7.  Obferve 


7*  ObfeiTe  how  Chrift  lay  btiried  this  (fay«  that  he 
might  fvyeoten  the  grate^  warm  and  perfunfie  that  cold 
unpleafant  bed  for  beliievers  to  lie  in.  The  grave  was 
once  a  ipixt  of  the  curfe  denounced  ags^nft  jfiilten  man^ 
kind,  and  it  is  fo  ftill  to  (inners  out  of  Chrift»  Gen.  ii* 
"  Duft  thou  art,  and  to  duft  thou  (halt  return.'*  The 
grave  had  the  nature  and  ufe  of  a  prifon,  to  keep  the  bo* 
dies  oi  (inners  againft  thrgreat  aflizes,  and  then  to  delir 
ver  them  up  to  the  hands  of  a  great  and  terrible  judge : 
But  Chriftj  by  lyirW  in  it  all  this  day.,  has  turned  it  from 
a  prifon  to  a  bed  of  reft^  Ifa.  lvii«.  2.  *'  He  (hall  enter  in* 
to  peace ;  they  fliall  reft  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking 
in  his  righteoufnei^/'  Why  ?  as  Chrid  thel^e  did  reft  in 
hope»  to  (hall  believers  be  partakers  of  his  hope.  Se^  Pfil. 
xvi.  10.  '*  My  flefti  (hall  reft  in  hope-**  So  Proverbs  xlv. 
32*  **  The  righteous  bath  hope  in  his  death*'* 

Exhvriation.  As  ye  would  partake  of  the  virtue  of 
Chrift^s  lying  in  the  grave,  fee  that  ye  get  union  with 
Chrift  now,  by  a  true  faith  \  death  nor  the  grave  will  not 
lobfe  this  union,  it  is  indiflblvable.  O  believer*  the  grave 
(ball  be  a  fweet  privileged  place  to  you  ;  (in  nor  guilt 
fliall  not  lie  down  there  with  ybu.  Sin  is  a  bad  bed* 
fellow,  but  a  worfe  grave-fellow*  That  is  a  terrible 
word.  Job  xz«  n .  */  His  bones  are  full  of  the  (ins  of  fai^ 
youtK,  which  (hall  lie  down  with  him  in  the  duft."  It 
ihall  not  be  fo  with  you.  No,  Chrift  has  freed  you  of 
guiitt  and  has  made  your  bed  to  Deep  in ;  it  is  like  a  (b|c 
bed  in  a  quiet  room,  where  the  wcaty  (hall  be  at  rf  (11 
Chrift  himfelf  keeps  the  keys  of  the  room,  and  watches 
by  you  while  you  lie  fleeping  there,,  and  will  be  ready 
to  open  the  door  to  let  you  out  again.  ^'  I  have  the 
keys  of  deaths"  Rev,  i.  1 8.  None  can  take  them  out  of 
his  hand* 
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MEDITATION    U. 

On  the  RefurreBm  of  Jesus  C^JilSTt  from  Thcff.  i.  lo. 
^  Whom  God  hath  raifed  from  the  dead." 

The  reiuttefition  of  Chrift  from  the  dead  is  a  funda- 

hiental  article  of  out  rejigioiii  and  fenres  to  fupport  all  | 

die  reft:  For,  ■ 

1.  If  Chrift  rbfe  fitotn  the  dead,  thei>  he  was  a  pcrfoh  j 
fent  from  God^  to  do  that  work  in  the  world  which  he  I 
gave  out ;  becaufe  the  majefty  of  heaven  would  never  { 
-have  given  an  impoftor  fuch  glorious  credentials  as  a  re- 
furreSion  from  the  dead  \  a  work  which  nothing  but  ^  i 
omnipotency  could  accomplifli*  | 

2.  If  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  ^U  the  promifes  of  ^ 
the  gofpel,  relating  to  the  enjoyments  and  bleflings  of  I 
ft  future  life,  will  certainly  be  fulfilled  to  them  ^  and 
whatever  Chrift  has  faid,  may  be  depended  on,  and  truf- 
ted  to,  as  certainly  to  come  to  pafs. 

3.  Tis  trueindeedi  the  Chriftian  religion  is  fo  fra- 
med, as  in  all  refpefks  to  beadmirably  ferviceable  to  the 
ends  and  purpofes  of  a  temporal  felicity ;  for  the  devout 
iLnd  awful  regard  to  God,  and  a  future  life,  and  thofe 
principles  of  generous  love  and  charity,  ^hich  it  tends^ 
to  infpire  mankind  with,  contribute  highly  to  the  good 
order  and  peace  of  the  world.  If  pride  and  envy,  if 
covetbufnefs  and  ambition,  if  malice  and  revenge,  if 
falfehood  and  deceit ;  if  fuch  paffions  as  thefe  are  the 
true  catifesof  all  thofe  calamities  and  misfortunes  which 
men  groan  under,  then  the  gofpel,  which  ftrikes  fo  dired- 
ly  at  all  thefe,  even  in  men's  tempers  and  hearts,  as  well 
as  in  their  outward  converfation,  doth  lay  the  fureft 
foundations  poffible  for  a  quiet  and  comfortable  life  in 
die  prefcnt  woirld 

\  Yea,  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ftrengthens  the  obligations 
of  the  law  of  nature }  it  fumiflies  men  with  far  nobler 
motives  to  perform  all  the  duties  pf  that  law,  and  threa- 
tens fevertr  puiihments  for  the  breach  of  it  i  and  thus 
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it  highly  co'iduceth  to  the  welfare  of  fociety  and  govern* 
ment.' 

4.  The  true  foundation  and  origin  of  atheifm  or  deifm 
is  a  man's  coming  under  a  dated  refolution  to  endure  no 
curb  or  reftraint  in  the  profecutton  of  his  dcfign  of  being 
happy  in  this  world,  by  the  enjoyment  of  its  pleafures  ; 
and  therefore  the  fcripture  or  the  gofpel,  which  pretend 
to.abrtdge  men  of  this  liberty,  and  would  oblige  them  to 
a  ftri£Uy  abftemious  and  feif-denying  life,  and  a  ready 
fabmiflion  to  all  fufferings  which  the  power  and  malice 
of  the  world  may  at  any  time  xnttifk  for  the  profeffion 
of  it,  mult  of  courfe  be  rejeded  as  any  divine  revelation, ' 
and  made  the  mere  invention  of  a  fet  of  crafty  defign- 
ing  men,  who  were  fond  to  be  tbe  heads  of  a  new  relir. 
gion^  and  of  bringing  the  world  to  fubmit  to  their  im* 
pofitions.  (, 

5*  As  for  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  he  was  a  man  of 
a  vicious  profligate  life  •,  and  he  framed  it  to  ferve  a  car« 
nal  worldly  intereft  j-it  was  planted  in  the  world  by  force  > 
and  violence,  and  never  oflPered  any  other  arguments  to 
perfuade  men  of  the  truth  of  it,  but  the  fword  and  heavy* 
taxes  and  exactions.  But,  with  refpe£l  to  the  Chriftiaa 
religion,  nothing  of  thi$  kind  can  be  pretended. 

5.  The  law  of  nature  is  a  divine  impreflion  on  the  rea- 
fonable  nature  of  man,  by  which  he  is  informed  what  is 
good  and  evil,  and  directed  how  to  behave  himfelf,  as  a 
rational  creature  ought  to  do.  Now,  the  gofpel  adopts 
and  enforces  this  law  with  the  ftrong^ft  arguments  and 
confiderations. 

7.  Many  who  «re  baptized  into  the  name  of  Jefus  , 
Chrift,  do  treat  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  Mahometans, 
who  ^re  his  profefled  enemies,  would  abhor  to  do.  The 
Mahometans  do  honour  him  with  the  venerable  titles 
of  the  JVord  and  Power  of  God.  And.  though  they  >vill 
not  allow  him  to  be  fo  great  a  prophet  as  Mahomet,  yet 
their  prophet  has  taught  them  fo  much  refpe^t,  and  fo 
high  an  eileem  for  ours,  that,  (hould  they  be  witnef- 
fes  to  the  affronts  fome  offer  him  here,  they  would  be 
ready  to  revenge  them  upon  them. 

8>  Some  matters  of  fad  may  be  fo  convincingly  mad^ 

out  by  the  teftimony  of  others,  afrto  bring  men  to  a  per- 
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£9^  affiiiance  of  the  tvi»th  of  thern»  fo  as  ch^ie^c^n  ba 
no  roon^  left  to'  fufpe£V  ^ny  fraud  or  ddceit  thevein^  £or 
ll'wemttft  iiotthu9  belkive  th^t^ftinsony  of  otkers,  there 
eould  be  bo  adminiftfatioB  of  juitic^  ii>  the  world ;  £cur 
k^iflators  iand  f^ovcrnort  cannot  be  in  every  phce  to  e^ 
ferve  what  is  (bnc  by  every  perfon,  bv(t  mult  ckpendoa 
the  tefttmofiy  of  others  in  jifpeniiBg  rewardaaitd  punifli* 
inenta  to  good  and  badi  according  to  their  (ever^l  m^nta^ 
Again,  aU  our  civil  inten^fts  and  privilof^s  depend  on 
this  kind  of  teftimony ;  for  how  oan  we  judify  o^r  cl^im 
to  houCeti  land9>  goodSf  or  efFe^fit  which  we  conic  to 
poflefi  bf  yirtnt  of  birth  or  parentage,  will  or  teftame^t^ 
diffofition  or  fa]e>  but  by  the  teftimony  of  other$  ?  hr 
gain,  the  refafal  of  this  leftimony  woi^Id  ciit  off  all  kind 
of  hiftory,  geogi?aphy,  oir  dwooology,  as  ufelefc,  or  a^ 
mere  fable  and  romance.'  We  (hould  not  believe  ther^ 
was  ever  any  fuch  thing  as  the  Roma^  empiro,  or  {Io- 
nian emperors  \  we  (hould  not  bqlieve  there  is  any  king- 
dom or  city  in  the  woiM>  but  fttch  as  V7c  have  feofi  with 
otureyes*  • 

^  9.  Alt  fe£):s  and  parties  of  men  fiace  ChrUt^s.4»ys 
faavo  griant^dy  that  ther^  was  fttch  a  person  as  Jefiis 
Chrifty  who  was  born  at  Bethlehem  in  Judea>  in  the 
reign  of  Auguitus  Cs&farf  and  crucified  ac  Jerufalem  4n 
the  reign  of  Tiberius,  Pontius  Piiat^  being  then  die  Ro* 
inan  governor  in  Judea«  Tho  Mahometans  acknow* 
ledge  all  this  frankly  exoept  the  lalt  part,'  out  of  an  ea- 
cefs  of  refpeA  to  Jefua  Chrift;  ^y  wii)  by  no  means 
allow  of  his  infamous  crucifixion  and  deatht  but  aJ&rni» 
that  he  was  taken  up  into  hqaveni  and  fome  image  of 
him  only  left  upon  the  crofs  in  his  roorp,  by  which  the 
Jews;'  ad  weH  as  his  own  followers^  who  pr^^tfp^d^d  to  be 
witnefies  of  the  fa&,  were  impoied  on,  and  made  to  be* 
lieve  that  he  fufiered,  when  in  reality  he  did  not.  fiut. 
this  is  a  gcoundlefs  fidion»  contrary  to  all  fenie  and  re«- 
foUi  like  many  others  in  their  Alcoran;  But  however, 
they  all  own  that  there  was  fuch  an  excellent  peribn^ 
who  lived  fuch  a  ]i£e»  taught  fuch  do£lrine9  and  wroiight 
fuch  miracles  as  Chrilliaas  give  out*  x 
•  I  a«  The  Jews  freely  own  there  was  fuch  a  perfca  who 
died  fuch  a  death  a|  J^vufalem :  And  honcjB  they  b^ftow 
^  ......  •  *     .  the 


M^MtiaMS  fir  tbp  Siibhatb..  309 

the  rcfroacbfol  nacDc  on  Hini^  of  7VAa»  Off  a  perMMi  Uiae 
«9a$  hanged,  and  call  tke  Christians,  the  ffrvant^  ^ 
Taltd.  ThoiM[;b  they  difQwn  tum  to  bo  th9  MdGd^h, 
yet  |hey  n«ver  refuf<$  there  Wing  fuch  a  Ferib;i^  .Thoir 
Uarped  countrvinaii  Jo&phus  (no  chriftian)  bia  teftt- 
mony  concerning  him  is  well  known  to  all  the  learof  d 
world,  Autiq.  J^id.  iiks  xviii.  cap,  ^  p  36 1.  Edit^  G^ 
n^v*  1935.  where  he  plainly  teftifies  of  the  lifr,  miracles, 
Graci$xton  a«d  refurre£lion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  the 
fulfiliinf^  of  the  pmphecies  in  him,  an<i  of  the  won^ 
derful  converfion  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  to  the 
faith  of' his  gofpel'  Some  indeed  qaeftion  the  genui* 
nenefs  of  thia  pafiage  of  Jofeplius,  bat  without  jiift 
gr9und  \  for  we  f^nA  this  teftirrvo^y  taken  notice  0/  as 
lua  by  very  ancient  writers,  a^  Eafcbius  in  Hift  Ecclef. 
lib*  I.  €0p  ii-  p^g*  30.  Edit*  Pari/.  i^^\},  in  vita  Tiberiig 
alio  by  Nifiphrus  Caii/lus,  by  Sozttmn^  by  Jetrom,  by  Ifrr 

(UpB^  This  pafiage  ist  not  taken  notice  of  by  thoan» 
cient  dcfendef9  of  Chriftianity^  as  Juftin,  Martyr,  Ori- 
gin, TeiluUiayn,  8(C.  Anf.  The  reafon  of  this  might 
b«,  thc^  c^iea  of  Jofephiia  they  chanced  to  make;  uf;;  of 
inight  waat  this  leftiinony,  which,-  in  aU  likelihood, 
was  ra9<d  oi|t  of  as  many  copies  aa  the  mailcioas  Jews 
couUi  Qome  at :  For  this  te^tmony  of  fiicb  a  famous 
nkaa  as  Jofephus,  one  of  their  own  coiintry  and  relit^i- 
on,  againjl.  the  Jews,  for  treating  (uch  an  exceltom  Fcr-. 
Ahi  fe  barbaro«fIy,  could  ciot  but  expofe  them  as  an  ex* 
ecrable  generation  through  aU  the  worlds  So  th^t  it  is 
nxH  to  be  doubted  but  th^y  would  ufie  all  pofliblQ  arnfices 
to  take  o^t  this  teftimony  of  Jofephun,  wherever  they 
had  lb9  Qianagement  of.thecopiea*  either  by  dhemfelves. 
Of  othe^f,  tiieur  emiiTitries  i^x  tliil  purpofe.  But  it  was 
not  poffible  (or  them  to.  comp^fs  the  razing  it  out  of  alt 
the.  copies,  difpcrfed  up  and  downi  the  worid.  Befides, 
this  famous  teftimony  hath  the  ma^ifeft  ftanip  of  Jof<:- 
phua  his  ilyle  and  di£^ion.  Again,  wte  have  certaio  e- 
irtdence  of  other  tellimonies  being  razi^d  out  of  JofiS- 
phus  :  For  EufebiuaCwe  &ad)  quotes.  Jofcpbus  as  re- 
cording howjuft  and  righteous  a  man  James  W49»  caU 
led  the  brothex  of  Chrtit,  and  (ayingi  that  th^e^fober  and 

more 
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more  eonfiderate  men  among  the  Jews  believed  the  de- 
ftrii£Hon  of  Jcrufalcm  to  be  a  punifhment  inflid:ed  on 
them  for  murdering  of  him.  Likewife  we  have  Origcn, 
and  Jerom,  and  Snidas,  quoting  Jofepbus  for  the  fame 
paflage.  And  yet  in  our  days  there  is  no  fuch  pafTage 
to  be  fourd  in  Jofephus.  Now,  would  fo  many  authors 
have  agreed  in  appealing  to  Jofephus  for  fuch  a  paiTage, 
if  they  had  not  really  found  it  in  him  ?  Would  it-riot 
have  expofed  their  caufe  to  the  contempt  of  all  the 
world,  to  have  aflerted  a  thing  which  every  body  could 
have  refuted  as  falfe  ? 

11.  Ancient  pagan  writers  have  owned  tlie  fame 
thing  concernirg  Chrift,  as  &uetoniuS|  Tacitus,  Pliny, 
&c.  Yea,  Lucian  exprefsly  owns  the  crucifixion  of 
Chrift,  though  he  jeers  both  him,  and  the  Chriftians  his 
worlhipper^,  on  that  account :  So  doth  Julian  the  apof- 
tate ;  he  owns  the  truth  of  fafts  concerning  Chrift, 
though  he  endeavours  what  he  can  to  leifen  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  life  and  miracles,  and  alledges,  that  all  he  did 
ymzz  no  gteat  matter,  but  only  to  open  the  e^e«  of  the 
blihd,  reftore  linabs  to  the  lame,  and  deliver  perfons  pof- 
feffed  from  the  power  arid  enchantments  of  devils, 
which  he  feemcd  ta  make  little  account  of*  It  is  true>. 
he  doth  not  notice  his  raiGng  the  dead,  but  pafles  that 

,  by  in  filence,  being  what  he  could  not  pretend  to  anf- 
wcr.  The  Jews  alfo  owned  the  miracles  \  but  alledged 
that  he  did  all  his  wonderful  works  by  virtue  of  the 
facred  tetragrammaton.  Alfo  Celfus,  that  enemy  of 
Chriftianity,  confefles  the  truth  of  Chrift's  nativity,  his 

{'ourney  into  Egypt  his  pa  fling  from  place  to  place  with 
lis  difciples,  the  hO.  oF  his  miracles,  his  being  betrayed, 
and,  laftly,  his  death  and  paffion.  I  grant  they  make  all 
thefc  conccflions,  in  order  to  their  fcofF  "and  ridicule ; 
However,  it  (hews  the  things  were  fo  evident,  they 
could  not  be  denied  ;  but  Origen  fufficiently  chaftifes 
and  expofcs  him  for  railing. 

1 2.  It  is  cerra'n,  that  the  writings  of  Mattli.,  Mark, 
Lu^e,  and  John,  concernmg  the  life  apd  actions  of  Chrift 
and  his.apoftles,  wete  their  genuine  com  portions,  and  not 
the  writings  of  any  other.  To  confirm  thfs,  confider  that 
there  i^  no  reafon  to  doubt,  that  the  firft  teachers  of  the 

Chriftian 
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Chriftkn  faith  would ufcthemofVefF?£laal  meansfor  pro- 
pagating a  doflrinc  they  fo  zealoufly  efpoufed  themfelves, 
and  they  would  not  on  that  fcOrc  negle£lfodireft  and  nc- 
ceflary  a  method  for  obtaining  their  end,  as  that  of  com* 
mitting  their  do£lrincs  to  writing.     This  is  wh  it  may  be 
rationally  expeded  from  the  policy  and  care  of  the  firft 
founders  of  any  kO.,  as  being  a  ftep  fo  neceifaryy  in 
order  to  the  prefervation  and  progrefs  thereof.      All 
the  fe£^8  who  have  made  any  figure  in  the  world,  have 
taken  thh  courfe,  and  fo  have  the  founders  of  Chrifti- 
anity  too.      While  the  auiographa,  or  original  manu- 
fcripts  of  thefe  penmen  were  prcferved  in  the  church, 
there  was  no  accef*^  to  impofe  doftrines  Or  iiStz  on  the 
world  in  their  names,  contrary  to  what  they  had  writ- 
ten.     And  Tertullian,  who  flourilhed  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  fecond  century,  or  the  very  begiiining  of  the 
third,  intimates,  that  thefe  venerable  writings  were  prc- 
ferved till  his  time.     Again,  no  particular  (ctX  of  Chrif- 
tians  could  ever  get  the  writings  of  the  new  teftaraent 
fo  forged  or  adulterate,  but  all  the  other  fe^s  of  Chrif- 
tians  would  have  proclaimed  the  impofture  to  the  world* 
The  enmity  and  quarrels  among  di£Ferent  parties^  weis 
a  (Irong  guard  on  thefe  facred  books,  that  no  design- 
ing party  could  ever  foift  into  thefe  books  their  owa 
notions,  feeing  the  copies  were  difperfed  among  all  tli^e 
feas. 


MEDITATION    UI. 

Of  the  certainty  of  CHRIST* S  Refurre^hft. 

WE  have  many  undeniable  evidences  of  it :  i.  The 
teftimony  of  many  cye-witneffcs ;  for,  befides  the  a- 
poftle?,  who  were  witneiTes  of  it  in  an  eminent  man- 
ner, there  were  many  others:  For  Paul  tells  us,  that 
in  his  time  there  .were  ftili  remaining  the  greater 
part  of  more  than  500,  who  did  all  at  one  time  fee 
Jefus  after  his  rifing  again.  Now,  an  impoflure  may 
lie  concealed  for  a  while  in  a  few  hands,  but  it  is  next 

to 
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to  iiftpolBbfe  that  it  (houJd  lie  Jong  undifcoVerctf  ift  iSii 
h«hds  of  a  gteat  tnarty.  It  (hocks  a  man  tothiiifc,  tlfat 
fo  many  perfons  fhould  agree  in  all  the  putiftiKds  of  a 
notdriefus  lie,  and  that  they  IhotiW  agite  to'fta^d  by  it 
in  fo  peremptory  a  manner  as  thefe  perfotii  did^  and 
nercY  clafh  together  in  any  inftance  wharfocver.  It  is 
commonly  obferved,  that  plots  never  thrive  fo  wdl  as 
•vriicn  there  are  few  let  into  the  fcctet ;  and  large  cabah 
of  knaves  and  liArs  fddom  fail  to  ttll  taleb  of  pnts  ano^ 
thcr. 

2.  Thefe  uritneffe*  had  pcffonal  knowledge  of  irfiat 
they  teftified:  Tea,  they  not  only  declared  that  they  few 
CfirHl,  but  many  of  them,  that  they  faw  him  frequttrAf 
and  fanhiliavly,  and  that  for  a  confiderable  tra£k  of  time. 
Tlhey  converted  with  him  for  forty  daysj  they  eat  and 
dram:  \pith  him  ;  they  faw  him  do  levetal  wondtoiri 
wbrks ;  they  received  orders  and  inftni£liom  frowi  him 
about  the  government  of  hfe  ehurtrh ;  he  Wd  them^ 
•*  Go,  teach'and  baptize  JiH  nations  •,**  he  prt>mifed  them 
his  peace  and  bleiSng  in  fo  doing,  to  the  end  of  th^ 
wotTd ;  he  commanded  them  to  tarry  in  Jenifalem,  tiH 
they  were  iendued  with  power  from  on  high ;  and  a 
greiit  many  other  things  are  recorded,  that  he  faid  to 
them  ;  and  after  all,  they  faw  him  taken  up  from  thdm, 
wtid  afcend  into  heaven,  angds  ftanding  by.  Now,  it 
never  could  be  a  dream  or  imagination  in  fo  m^ny  men,' 
men,.for  fo  many  weeks,  to  fancy  all  thefcithings  alike, 
without  the  leaft  tatfiation. 

3  Confjder  the  manner  of  the  teilimony,  and  how 
they  delivered  it.  TKey  ihvokc4  God's  tremendous 
name,  and  begged  his  affiftance  and  bleffing.  They 
appealed  to  him  as  the  omnifcient  judge  of  the  wotld, 
corccrning  the  fincerity  and  integrity  of  their  hearts. 
They  declared  they  did  n6t  this  of  thenrfdves,  but  by 
God's  order  and  appointment ;  and  chat  he  gave  theiA 
power  of  working  figns  and  wonders  for  the  confirma*^ 
tion  of  all  they  fatd^  and  acoottUngiy  wtought  them 
before  all  men. 

4v  They  did  not  teWfy  of  a  matter  tliat  w»  ttaiii 
faded  at  a  diftance  from  the  place  where  they  ga^e  their 
teftimony^  nor  a  loog  time  after  the  tfamg  was  done. 

No, 


No»  dwve  it  no  gvimnd  of  dbje^Hon  on  Mf  of  thcTe 
MCCMtttti :  For  thofe  men  af^pearcd  afKm  the  very^  fpot 
that  was  ^  fcenc  of  the  a£tion,  at  Jerufalem,  whero 
Chfift  was  crucified,  and  where  they  affirmed  he  aUb ' 
rafe*  They  neither  Tent  people  a  great  way  to  encrairet 
nor  did  they  defer  the  publication  of  it  till  Jefas  Chriifc 
was  foi|^eB#  and  the  dory  of  his  reiWrreOion  worn 
cm,  of  mind.  No^  iirftead  of  that,  they  did  k  wblle  it 
waa  freih  ia  the  mtada  and  mouths  of  all  men,  and 
while  thofe  porfons  who  could  have  confuted  them  warn 
aiiv«,  and  ready  u>  be  prodmced,.  if  they  had  any  thing 
to  ha?c  advanced  agaiftft  it. 

5.  They  did  not  make  a  fecret  of  this  matter^  but 
declared  it  in  the  moft  pd^  and  open  manner  that 
pofl^y  could  be.  It  was  not  a  ftor^r  whifpered  among 
tfaofe  of  their  own  party^  but  proelatmed  in  the  ears  of 
sdl  people,  and  at  a  time  when  Jernfalem  was  crowded 
with  foreigners  of  att  nations,  and  iriiere  was  no  want 
of  per&ns  able  and  cnrions  enongh  to  enquire  into  the 
ttmx.  at  ail  the  ftiange  reports  ttey  made»  They  went 
hito  the  temple  and  into  die  fynagogues,  and  preached 
tiie  ief«rveraon  of  Cfartft^  yea,  in  the  moft  augufl: 
ooondk  of  the  Jews,  tbey  teilifed  it  to  the  mlers  and 
UghlHidia  who  had  cendomned  Chrift  Peter's  bold 
%effai  is  nio<L  remarlcable,  A£l8  W.  8^9.  lo«  iif  i2# 
And  ^t  (ee  how  confounded  the  whole  council  waa 
widi  their  tseftimooy ;  and  not  one  of  them  bad  Om^ 
oonfidence  to  fieU  them  that  they  wete  pttUtfly^Ug  a  ne» 
torious  lie. 

6.  Thefe  peifiais  nirere  men  of  (nob  probity  and  Yir« 
tue,  tiiat  none  of  their  adverfaries  coi^  ever  call  id 
^aeStioa^  nor  (bew  to  the  wotld  that  they  were  ill  men^ 

^.  They  were  perfohs  not  bred  up  in  courts^  nor  in^ 
ftrii&cd  an  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  the  world,  able  to 
peiiuadc  people  by  ek^ant  difcourfesi  &c  No,  tbey 
were  geticraUy  mean,  thoof;h  plain  and  honeft  meni 
and  their  difcourfcs  plain  and  bomdy :  And  thougU 
Paul  was  a  man  of  polite  leamir^  yet  he  would  makd 
no  nfe  of  human  kaniing  in  the  propagaiaoa  of  Chri& 
^nicy.     . 
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9.  Theyibculd  not  poffibly  have  any  (ttml^yicm^  hy 
ptefachilig  fuch  a  doiElrifie  to  the  world  :  Nay^  iivpreftch* 
in^  it^  they  z&td  a^jnft  all  the  rules  of  wi^rktly  in* 
tereft  and  policy,  and  cotiJd-have  no  profpefl:  fmm  tkt 
m^orld,  but  what  was  frightful  and  dlfeoiiragitig';  th»t. 
^Arine  being  to  the  Jews  a  ftambUng  blocks  an4Cd 
the  Grerfcs  fooltfhncfs.  They  ceuld  iKJt'propofe  to 
thetnfelves  either  to  gain  tepiiitatfon  and  efteeoiy  «tt» 
adirance  their  fortunes  bi  the  world;  nayt  Aifferingthe 
greateft  hardfh4>s  ^^^  ^H  they  had  iiiiriew)r 

S.  ConOder  how  fevere  the  laiikrs  were  .which  tkey 
liihed  againft  lying,  forgery,  and  a  falfe  •tefttmony^: 
And  if  they  tbemfelves  were  guilty  of  it,  they  weic 
(idndetnhed  to  everlafting  puniftiments  fordoing  what- 
they  did;  by  the  vetf  doflirinc  which  they  preached. 
Yet  in  this  dodiine  they  per£fted  to  the  hift»  and  if  it: 
^eire  a  lie,  they  went  out  of  the  world  with  a^  horrible 
lie  in  their  mouths,  which  ii  horrid  to  think;  for  fo 
they  could  have  no  hope  of  finding  mercy  andrforgire-v 
titb  at  God's  hands ;  and  thus  you  wottM  make  3icm 
the  moft  depraved  wretches  in  the  world. 

ib.-Now^  had  they  been  men  who  had  no  reltgiotta 
a^e  or  fenfe  of  G6d  themfel?es,-how  is  iteredible  that 
they  would  have  been  fo  very  zealous  and  induftriMs. 
to  imprefs  it  upon  the  minds  of  others,  and  to  prefa. 
th^m  to  l<5ve  and  fear  him,  as  the  fcope  of  all  .their 
writitigs  and  fermons  do  (hew  i  How  oft  do'  they  tdl- 
us  of  a  jucfgment-day,  and  ofGod  his  being  the  fearcher 
of  the  thoughts  and  counfels  of  the  heart. 
'  .  i  1  >  It  is  plain  to  a  demonftration,  that  thefe  perfons 
heartily  believed  the  doftrmes  they  preached  to  the 
worW :  other  ways,  how -^would  they  have  expofed  them* 
ielves  ta  fuch  dangers  and  fufferings  upon  that  fcore  I 

i^.  The  Jews  who  lived  at  that  time  were  infallibly 
tonvinced  of  the  rcfurreflionof  JcfusGhrift:  Which.ap- 
|jcars  from  this,  that  the  writers  of  the  gofpel-hiftory  did 
in  cxprefs  terms  pubiifti  to  the  worldi  that  the  Jews 
bribed  the  foldicrs  to  report  that  the  body  rf-  Jcfus 
Chrift  was  -ftolcn.  out  of  the  grave  by  his  difcipies. 
Now,  this  was  a  home  charge  on  die  Jews,  and  (hews 
tfaem  t6  be  the  moil  degenerate  wretches,  that  they 

would 
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woiM.fttok  at  nothing  to  carry  on  their  deGgns,  even 
the  naoft  abominable  piece  of  forgery  and  btibery*  N;iy, 
their  priefts  and  rulers  would  be  guilty  of  this  viltany, 
|o  tamper  with  foldiers  in  this  manner.  Well,  if  the£s 
IDbtef  priefts  ai>d  fathers  of  Ifrael  had  been  unjuftly  (:a- 
l^nmated  in  this  manner,  it  might  have  been  expected 
ihat  ihcy  would  have  exet ted  thenifelvcB  in  fome  extraor- 
tfKmury  winner  tactear  themfelves  of  this  afperfioni  and 
ihafc  the  whole  nation  would  haye  been  in  a  tumulr  about 
it:  For  they,  would  fee  that  their  religion,  as  well  as 
their  .cre4il»  was  at  the  (lake  1  this  account  of  their  pro- 
ccedtngls  waiS  like,  to  be  publiChed  through  the  world, 
jmd  traiilmitted  to  the  lateit  pofterity.  Now,  furely  one 
VOiild  thiok  the  Chtiitians  would  have  been  foleninly 
CaDed  Uy  accQunt  for  this  pri^voking  piece  of  hiilory,  and 
challenged  to  make  it  good«  and  that  with  the  greatefl 
seal  and  concern*  Well,  but  there  is  nothing  like  this ; 
the  Jew$>eontejat  themfelves  with  private  whifpers,  to 
£u  the  ftory  about,  which  the  bribed  foldieri  had  re- 
fi^ftcd^and  make  no  refentment  of  the  charge^  From 
all  which  we  may  warrantably  conclude,  that  they  were 
j^^onicipus  to  thcmfelves  of  the  truth  of.  the  charge,  and 
J^new  that  |hey  had  bribed  the  foldiers  to  make  the  re* 
fUCt  I'aod  confequently  that  they  knew  Chrift  was  rifen, 
Dtherways  they  had  not  bribed  the  foldiers. 
^  13.  Although  the  dilciples  of  Chrift  had  been  fo 
.wicked  as  to  have  contrived  the  dealing  away  the  body 
pf  Jeftts,  it  was  impoflfible  for  them  to  have  accompliihed 
it«  The  Jews  were  extraordinary  intent  and  watchful 
about  this  event)  for  they  came  to  Pilate,  and  told  him, 
that  Jefus  had  foretold,, while  alive^  that  he  would  rife 
again  the  thirds  day  i  and  it  was  proper  that  a  guard 
(hould  be  fct  upon  tlie  fepulchre  till  that  day  was  over, 
Jed  his  difciples  (hould  cpme  and  ileal  him  away,  and 
fay,  that  he  was  rifen,  and  fo  the  latter  error  would  be 
worfc  than  the  firft.  i  hey  were  fufficiently  aware  of  the 
4;oi;ifc<)iieQcqs  of  this  event,  thaii  it  would  overturn  t^h^ir 
leUgion,  aqd  eftablilh  Chrifti4nity,  and  theiefore  thtjy 
lake  ail  neceiTary  precautions,,  ana  this  was  ordereU  by 
.Qod's  wife  providence  for  afcertaining  the  truth  of  the 
4Mr^nt#    ,    .  . 

Qji  2  14.  The 
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'  X4%  ITic  xpincA^  ftorjr  of  carrying  off  tfe*  Bofly  of'  Je- 
ftt8i  white  the  Ruar4  fl^pt^  is  fo  very  grofs,  th«  ft  wiB 
ftavcc  tear  a  telling.  For  if  the  difciple*;  did  thi^  wK«!jS 
Ibe  ^Idiers  flept^  how  couU  the  trick  be  knb^h  ^  DM 
the  difcipicfc  ten  it  therafclves,  or  were  the  guattl  cotn 
fcious  of  what  pafled  in  their  flcep  ?  Were  m>!f'tllieft 
itofca  locked  up  during  their  flecp  ?     '  ^  '     *       ^^ 

ij.  If  the  difciplcs  tad  been  concerned  JfiWi4te% 
piece  of  Impofture,  with  what  tourage  9r  confideii^e 
«0Uld  tl\eY'have  entered  on  their  miniftery,  atid  preatKW 
STalration  ip  Chrift's  nanae  ?  Could  they  hate  ettVh6pA 
for  any  countenance  from  heaven,  or  for  affiftirtiefrWfti 
the  Spirit  to  work  miracles^  while  they  yttre  'frrbpagirtii 
/f«g  a  tiotonous  ch^at.  Th^y  nii^t  haVc  c:ipe«c<I'^at 
bojih.  he^Vj^n  and  earth  would  h€  et)gaged  ag^iitft  thenl 
in  ci^firy  ftep  of  their  undertaking,  and  fb  w6W<!  ftate 
djropped  their  deHgn  of  propagating  the  Chriftiar^  fUft* 
But  being  pcrfcaiy  aflfurcd  of  the  ti^th  of  OiriflfaTrt- 
fiirre^ion,  and  of  all  they  preached,  they  nxldirtboS  *6d 
'ji^cnt  through  their  work  with  that  indefttigable  sreaTitld 
indufttry>  with  that  life  and  fpirit  far  tranfc^tltng  ^ 
.  ifcat  ev^r  was  known  in  human  nature  before,  lAat^'^o 
.  Ilorms  npr. difficulties,  dangers  nor  deaths  couM  in  Ihe 
Jcaft  (hake  them;  yea,  were  anitnated  the  more  Bf^ 
greatefl;  qi  trials  and  perfecutions. 

For  confirming  the  truth  of  the  witncffes  icftiniohy 
COQterning  our  Lord^s  refurreflion,  confidcr  the  horrid 
and  intolerable  abfurdities  that  would  follow  ott  quef- 
tioning  or  denying  the  truth  of  it.  ,^       . 

I.  A  deift,  who  denies  it,  mud  believe  tfiaf  a  defpi- 
cable  conipany.  of  wilful  impoftors  and  deceivers,  men 
of  a  hated  nation  and  religion,  withdut  power  or  force, 
without  learning  or  experience,  without  wit  or  po- 
licy, iho^ld  be  able  to  run  down  all  wit,  learning,  power 
and  pQlicy  of  the  world ;  and  by  preachittg  a  moit  def- 
pifed,  incredible^  and  feemingly  ridiculous  dodlrine, 
dire£lly  contrary  to  all  the  worldly  ihterefts  and  hu- 
mourt  of  nien,  and  to  their  religions  and  tuftoms,  yea, 
and  to  iheir  reafon  and  philofopny  too,  (hould  propagate 
the  belief , of  it  far  and  wide  through  the  earth,  ib  that 
fher e  was  fcarcc  a  nation  in  the  whole  compafs  of  the 
'      ''  globe 


gl^htr  ^  ^hM:  in  whole  or  tn  pairt  receired'this  fi£H<Mit 
a$ jjie  atoft  facred  tnith  of  GoJ*  and  accmrSuifrljr  hid 
iks' whole  Are{i  of  their  fdltation  upon  it'!  Or  if  doifts 
wiH  Aipppfe  that  the  apoftles  and  their  cornpatiions  weft 
a  conip^fiy  of  bram-fick  enthufiaft^  or  dT  lutiattet  and 
madmoD  :  then  they  muft  own  that  fucfa  pitiful  wtilk 
perfons  did  argue  with  fo  much  art  and  foreey  M 'i# 
o«cq>owcr  all  ^  learning  and  wifdem  of  the  wotidt 
-That  all  the  fa^es^  philofophers»  and  ftatelmen,  -  wh« 
embraced  Chtiitianity  in  great  numberB,  as  well  an  the 
poor  and  illiterate^  were  convinced  and  peiC<taded  bjr 
mere  enthufiafm  ;  that  they  miftook  do«rnright  rafing 
for  the  ftrongeil  reafon,  and  a  chain  of  ineohenem  faU 
fitieafor  bright  and  evident  demonftrattonsof  trUfh  ! 
•  a»  The  drifts  mud  believe  that  twelve  poor  #(heraieti 
w«reiiot,only  able  to  compals  thatTait^defigntrf  malbag 
<he  limpid  fteop  to  the  laws  they  itnpofed :  but  aMi  that 

/ahejp;  laid  their  plots  fo  deep,  that  the  effefib  of  it  <hMhl 
be  permanent  and  lalttng^  and  no  fucceeding  age  or  ge*> 
l^emtioaeyer  be  able  to  fathom  it,  and  (hew  where  tiie 
cheatlar.  Strange  I  that  a  company  of  ilMtevate  meat 
ptitdid  toe  profoundeft  wifdom  and  fagacity  of  mankmdy 
And  concferted  matters  fo  artfuliyi  that  none  of  all  die 
feoetrating  wits  of  the  world  ihoald,  for  fo  many  eea* 
tunes,  after  the  (IriAeft  examination,  find  it  poflible  to 
difcover  the  iea(V  failure  or  flaw  in  the  icontrivanoe* 

3^  They  mud  believe  that  thefe  perfons  abfolutely 
divefted  thenafelves  of  all  regard  to  their  own  pre'fervi- 
tion  or  happinefs ;  that  they  defpifed  all  the  comfc^ts 
and  enyoymente  of  life,  and  ventured  upon  poverty  and 
mifery,  upon  torments,  upon  death^  yea,  upon  dslmna* 
lion  itfclf  in  the  next  world,  and  all  for  nothing,  but 
the  propagating  of  a  clieat,  whicli  it  moAabfurdto 
^tippofe. 

4.  They  mud  belieire  that  thefe  very  perfons^  who 
but  a  few  hours  before  had  fo  iittie  fptrit  and  courage 

.  left  them,  that  they  forfook  their  mafter  in  his  extremity, 
and  duril  not  own  themfelvcs  hh  difciples»  nor  (hew 
^emfelvea  openly  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  ihould  all  of  a 
iudden  grow  fo  refolute,  as  to  venture  on  that  bold  and 
hazardous  undertaking,  of  forcing  the  fepulchre,  and 

carrying 


cmyqjg off  kis  body;  and  that  they  efief^Qaied  the 
dtligtV  without  being  challenged  by  one  of  the  guard. 

5.  They  niuft  bcli«fve  that  thefe  timcrrous  men  would^ 
bran  enter pnfe  that  required  {o  much  etpedition  and 
difpatchy^fprnd  fo  much  of  their  time  in  divefting  a  dead 
body  of  .its  bttrial-clothes,  and  wrap  them  upi  by  them* 
feWes  V  sknd  not  rather  chufe  to  carry  off  all  together  ia 
ltoftc»  ioft^ldic  next  minute  tlie  guasd  might  awake^anl 
come  upon  them  ^      , 

^   6.^  They  tonift  bciie?ie  iha*  a  fet  of  the  grcateft  cheatg 
that  ever  the  world  faw^  did»  notwithfianding^ .  furoifli 

'  mMiki]id.5irith.the^mofl:  exftd  fyftefSi  of-  mevalit^  tbat 
ever  wfls» 'amji  lay  the  boft  foundationa  and  fchome  for 
the  peajteatid  happiHefs  of  the  wOrld>  thatooiiUhQ  la«d  ! 
That  the  vileft  hypocrites  would  fpend  ail  their  laqne 
and  lures.too  in  indefatigable  labours  to  ttialocotiuir  men 
iipright  and  iincere,  and  denouxice  damfiatio|),ttgaioft 
lyMig,  d^ffiiettUtionv  &c.  That  the  fyftem  ihey  Ci»npiled 
of  .intligioii^'afi  a  ftanding  comment  of  their o^wf^ibame; 
i«fid&t  all  their  fcrmoos  ami  writings  wene  bitt'^ 
many  fatireft  and  lampoons  upon  themfelves.  1  r  ^ 

,  .liMjtii*  ChriiVs  refurrediioii  is  attefted  gnly  by.ihit 
«irfi  frieoda  and  difcipics.  Why  did  lie  noi  oonvft^fe 
v^  pubiidy  with  men  as  he. did  before?  Why  did  hen^t 
appear  to  the  chief  priefU  and  elders  of  .^the^  Jowsi  to 
kiflfe.continced  them  of  the  truth  ei  this  fa£l i  . 
^  jAof,  u  yi%  are  not,  to  prefcribc  tulrs  to  th«  Dirinc 
Aibjefiy  I  all  his  works  are  done  in  infinite  wifdom^  a^d 
be  II  npot  obliged  to  ac^umto  us  for- hie  admg^s  ht 
lii#felf iknows  bed  what  n^akea  med.f^r  hi6  awn  glocf 
;('od  the  happinei3  of  bis  creatures,     -  ,  .     *,h  i 

,  a*^  Jt  Y^s  not  to  a  few  that  Cbrift  appeared.  But  to 
the  tw  eJ«e  appoftlce,  to  the.  fevcnty  difc^les  1  yea,  to 
ii^^  hundred  .brethren  «it  once^  to  whom  \i%  gaye  th^ 
inpft.ci^tirincing  proofs  of*  his  rcfurreftioU.  . 
.-3^  4t  was  a  fufficieat  deiponftration  to  the  Jewa  e| 
Chfift's  refurreaian,  Pilate's  fecuring  the  fepukhre  with 
%  guard  of  foldiera,  aod  Cbrid's  body  not  being  iound 
therein.  Tbf:y  might  h^ve  been  affured  that,aModfi*li 
QfjimoroBs.  men  would  never  adventure  on  fte^hng  it.: 
amilibef  bd.dafuificieQtconficA^atif^fiom  ^isMm%% 


Vlip  came  rn^  the  city,  and  (hewed  to  th^  dfaief  prirfts 
all  thf  things  that  were  done^  viz.  The  earttiqti9ltr^ 
atigd^ar  dtsToenl;!  &c.  Mat.  xxviii   ii.   " 

,4.  Chiift  hid  giv'en  fufficteot  proof  of  his  divine 
miflioii  to  tho  Jews  before,  hy  the  miracles  he'wstoug^r, 
which  they  bhi^hefikmily  oppofed^ andrnaliaioufiy pro^ 
fecute  him  to.  (ieath  as  a  traitor ,  and  thereforef  beeaufo 
tf.thw<«a1wis  asd  o4)ftinacy,  they  were  tidrwortby  of 
fuch  a  privilege  as  his  converfing  with  tbem^ 
:}i5»>  Titoogh  he  had  appealed  to  thefn,  theff  malicious 
flteniWOttldTndt'bive  acknowbdged  hidiio  be  the  peiH 
£911  that  was  cmcifiedi  but  would  have  alled^^d^fate  ms» 
amdmpoftori  fet  jip  by  the  Chrtftians  to  perfonaie  thfo 
true  tJefiiSy  and  been  more  enra^d  ag^ft  bidfiollow* 
era(tbantveff»  •        .  ^' 

•fid*  nSllOiigh  Chiift  bad  rifen  and  appeared  in  fucb;)» 
manis^,'|ietDeifts  would  have  quarrelled  the  teftitoonf 
ofiWitneiT^s^the  fame  w<iy  they  do  j^ow^  faying,  *f  H^^ 
tumid  Mr«^  believe  tbo  report  of  others>  atsd  c«ed^  what 
we  :£0t  fliot  witl^  our  own  eyes/'  8cc.  ChrriVs  iidbaelea 
were  as  publicly  tranfa£led  as  couid  have  been  defire^^^ 
sUlnKSiiyYaiid  the  greateft  enemiesy  were  aliowedto  wit* 
nefa  the  fame ;  yet  Deifts  now  treat  them  as  mere  kn^ 
gerie%  aildffo  woidd  they  hsive  done  Chrift's  appearing: 
eveq^fo  the. whole  Jewilh  fanhedrim.  1- 

ImprovmmU^  From  the  refunreftion  of  Chtift^  We 
mayinfeT)  that  death  is  fairly  overcomet  atKt  fwallowed 
up  in  viddry.  Chrift  went  into  the  very  den  pf  thia^ 
dragofii  and  foiled  it.  NoW|  though  it  retains  its  dart,, 
yet-it  katb  left  its  fting  in  Chriii-«  fide,  ^o  that  tho'  be« 
,  liever  may  triumph,  as  i  Cor*  av.  55.  56*  57.  "'  O 
death  where  is  thy  fting  !  O  grave  where  is  thy  vidory« 
The  fting  of  death  b  fin  ;  afid  the  ftrengfh.of  fin  is.  the 
bw«  But.  thanks  be  to  God  which  giveth  u^  the  vidory 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift/'  The  true  believer 
need  not  have  any  ilavifti  fear  of  deathi  though  it  fright^ 
en>  yet  it  cannot  burr  him.  a*  Let  believers  difpofo 
and  empleyitheif  bodies^  a«  thofe  who  know  what  i» 
prepared  for  them  at  the  reiurrtdion*,  3.  Let  us  alt 
fecute  to  4)urfehre8  an  imereft'in  Chrift  and  his  blefTed 
refunredion*  '  Fis  this  hope  that  fuppof  ts  under  ^  (he 
troubles  of  this  lifci. 

MEDITATION 


MEDITATION    IV. 

From  Eph.  vi*  \6*     Medeim  the  iinn. 

1.  TIME  is  one  of  the  mdl  precioas  bleffioj^  whtcli 
man  enjoys  in  this  world,  a  jewel  of  inefttmabte  worth:, 
h  is  a  f^olden  ftream  conttnudif  funiiing  down  by  HSy 
jeai  carrying  us  all  alongfl  with  ir :  It  is  a  ftream  nii»» 
tting  ^tom  one  ocean  to  another,  irom  an  eterntiy  be* 
llind  us,  to  an  eternity  before  U9* 

12.  That  which  makes  time  fo  pivciotts  mainlf,  is^ 
that  the  faWation  of  our  precious  and  immortal  footey 
through  all  eternity,  depends  thereupon.  Upon  die 
improTcment  of^  this  Ihort  moment  of  time,  d^nds  • 
long-Iafting,  and  never  ending:  etfrttity. 

3.  The  expence  w^tch  God  the  author  of  time  is  at, 
t6  create  and  beget  it  for  m%  (hews  the  preeioofndrs  of 
it.  ¥^hy  ?  God^  by  his  almighty  power^  doth  cond- 
Bually  wheel  about  thefe  great  luminaries  of  itm^  mooto, 
and  ftarsf  in  their  annual,  and  ditfrnal  ferolutionSy  t» 
beget  and  funii(h  time  to  us )  and  thefe  do  neter  halt 
fior  ftop,  nor  come  (hort  of  thett  appointed  timea  ^ 
riSng  and  fetting,  and  all  for  ^e  fenrice  'Of  mao,  that 
htt  may  have  time  for  the  fervit^e  of  his  Maker,  and  liie 
fiiving  of  his  foul. 

4.  The  hafte  that  time  doth  make,  and  the  eOflfidir* 
atbn  of  its  Chortnefs,  that  it  will  quickly  be  gotie^  and 
that  a  mlflute  of  it  can  neter  be  fccalledy  fliewa  fardi 
its  precioufnefs. 

5.  A(fo  the  important  bufinefs  we  bate  for  every 
moment  of  our  time,  although  eath  cMf  bs  had  a  thott* 
fend  years  to  live/ the  fervice  'Of  God,  and  favtitg  of 
ourfeuls,  b  fuch  a  vaft  work,  as  would  require  every 
ftitnute  of  it. 

6.  We  are  ready  to  pafs  into  anoAer  worfd,  an  etcr* 
nai  ftate,  where  every  minute  of  our  time  Biuft  be  ae* 
eotmted  for,  and  then  it  nmft  fare  with  os  eternally,  ai 
We  faavr  i^ent  apd  improven  ^s  Aort  time  here. 


-H 


l^yifliod  ani^y  «pr^  thin  aqy  tlunifi:  is*  .JU  ii  fei4oai 
|afcfli  opticp  of^ until  k  b  ^uitc  paft  awjijr  from  its}  wc 
Ofyoc  can6cl^  its.  wprth  and  i^bf^ncxs^  tifl  H  is  ju(l| 
fwH«g-.    I^nce  Solomon  feith,  .Eqcl.  ui  io.  " .  Mm 

V  '  8*^  ^Tis  moft  mft,  tliac  he  who  hath  the  xjrdcrlog  and 
M^iof,  o^  ad  /ni|igl  clfc  conceratngliii,  &o\M  ^  ^(^ 
^#^oprd9i€l4?!rdihdiJiff^^  our.time^  aa^  tho%» 
ffK9f^  ^«ljh«tsk  ^f^4ctcrroine  vbal:  time  i$  tabe.jilliKt^il 
fi^f  lD^r  irptk^  .and  w^  ^o^  f^^.  A°4  f^^  i^ft  ^  >% 

W  choice  of  It*      ;  '  ^       , . ,    '       f  I 

^^9pr<)Q^»)'^^V)3^  Sahlntb'time  b^hcvioft  precious  aii4 
Y^i^fiUf^eii  iitWog  t}9ye,ift(ne.Oo4  has;al)ptiied,aiul  f^f 
IPfift  £w  WwfcJt  ,f^?^  uppfi  the  impf 9»efii«n^  vhjartijaf, 
ifi&l^kqr.cu  Goft  suid  falvation  of  our  ibn^s.  %depej:id4^ 
a  jno^  nrculiat  i^^^jc,  it  being  ^jdayi  of  fpc;cial  \» 
if^b^J&Q^  WjLM.fnejioa^  and  corrcipoaileiKf 
b^t\vib5n  hcava»>an4  fairth*  .It  is J^cayin'^  weekly  mir^ 
fcet'claf,  or  God's  deal-day  t«  thi;  |x>bir^axi4  nuecdf ).  t^q 
d^^  it9fefs  -to  God>  -prclj5n<:e»^W)>cp*  time :  by 
fifffe^  it.iQfilfBpiTefL  tftta  gold  riog,^^nd  thc^  Sabl^ti^^a 
iil^sf^f^lktif^  ,fli4mnd^  whi^b  giv.cs ; it  ils.  .]uilrc»  imA 
bi3K|Jiiwn«  1^  if  we  be  wife,  we,wiU 

&ev^a.9eculi4jr  ffieem  for  Jthe  Sabbath  aboye  ;|ll.<the 
!tafit^4he^week.-»..wi^'U reckonvey^/y  mQintntof  Sab* 
bimtWe  9U>ft,precio»i'«  anddefntt  th'ajt^miAejof  it  (Mf 
hci(i^{p^rfU  .  Wbat.(^bri/t  Cudl  ^  ,b)&  dirdplea  cix^ 

E'  ijf  jube  loa^^'e^  and  the  fi^ie^  ihe  like  he  (ee^ify  t0 
tQ  woDOjBeraiwg  bis  hplyd^i^  V  Cjaiher  np  t^ 
eots,?  gaiher  up  all  the  parceb^  xh&  fp^ure  b&^f\ 
«j|S!^i9)iniMe«,o^it4,  decouottbi^^w  1^^  as  t^ 

goldfmith  ddth  the  fmalleft  filings  of  liis  gold»  andl^lt 
ni|^ipj5,of  Ssi^tv#  wnp  be  loft,  :  ->  . 
.  *j^*i^«A((/>jk'  iU)0|ite  all  ,tim^  redeem  jC^cfoUby  SUb^ 
bi;J^f^ifi9ei  andUinpcoVe  it  dlil^'ncly.  ipoiirKier  sirl^t 
ati^lM^  ti)c.^bba^i4^tP  fo«i,^  xighUy  improfvtA^ 
i«^*^iim  for  ijpfirc^Ov^ng  thc-weajrjf.^^yeiifer^  tjba^  hath 
been  toiled  and  toifed  with  ftorni^  fjdblOHgh  the  week* 
2*  It  is;-Ch^ift's  ji^cekly  oiarkct-day,  wherein  Chrift  fees 
Vol-  IV.  R  r  forth 


3%^  MeJitatidnt  fir  tie  Sdhlaii. 

forth'  the  richeft  wares  and  cbniiftodltiea  fet  bi  to'ltny 
**  wthoirt  money  aiid  wthotit  price/*  Rev.  iii.  t8. 
3;  It  \%  the  kiiig  of  heavcn'i  public  ded-day,  wherehl 
he  deals  his  bread  to  the  hungry;  and  gives  alms  to  the' 
fkkrr  arid  needy.  '4.  It  is  the  day  of  convetfion,  of  in- 
brtnging  and  gathcrinfr  the  eleft.  Multhtidcs  hatfe 
been  brought  in  to  Chrift  this  day-  5.  It  |s  a  day  of 
liccefc  to  God,-  and  correfpondcnce  with  heaven ;  a  day 
when  Chrift  is  to  be  feen  and  convcrfcd  with,  You 
ihay  not  only  hare  corrcfpondence  with  Chrift  at  a  diftf 
ance,  but  in^mediate  acccfs.  Yott  maybctateA  into 
Ae  paHice,  the  prefence-chambery  and 'fee 'the  ting  Iti 
his  beauty,  hear  his  voice,  get  the  kiffcff  of  his  mouth; 
ilie  en?braces  of  his  arms ;  and  (hould  not  this  timebe 
redeemed  ?  6.  If  is  the  day  of  hcaveii's  feftival,  iffrhtrti 
in  Chrift  ufcthib  fcaft  his  faints  with  the  fgftnrfs*  of  hit 
lioufc.'  7.  It  is  i  day  of  reaping  atid  jgathdring,  attr! 
for  laying  up  in  iftore  for  fhc  time  tacoitie;^  %',  A  day 
for  afceriding  the  mount  of  transfijguration,  t6  fee  Chrift 
transfiguredi  a  day  of  afcendirig  tQ  mcluiit  Pilgah,  t<^ 
fee  the  land  iHat  fs  ifix  off.  ,  ^ 
*^'  2*  Hedccm  Sabbath  time,  for  it  is  iying^fiift  away  f 
ybti  may  have  but'a  few  more  SaMiaths'tb  en|6y.'  Tm 
Sabbath  is  faft^  approaching  that  wiH  be'  y^utr  laft  Ssb^ 
bath,  after  which  you  fhall  fee  rio  mofc  in  this  worlfl. 
--  3*  Redeem  Sabbath-tiiAc,  for  much  depends  on  itI 
the  glory  of  6od^  and  falvatioir  of  your  immortal  fouls* 
through  eternity.  So  important  is  the  btidnefs  thai 
depends  on  the  improvement  of  your  Sabbath'  time,  that 
it  would  call  for  the  improvement  of  every  -moment : 
Yea,  though  eadi  of  you  had  ten  thoufand  ^abbaths  to 
fprnd,  the  fervice'of  God,  and  (inn^tf  your  fotils,  H 
fcrfi  a  va-ft  work/.as  wp^!d  require-  every  'minute=*of 
them. 

4.  Redeem  Sabbath- time,  for  ^  canhot  recall  otie 
Sabbath,  that  is  paft$  no,  though  we  had  a  world  tQ 
give  for  one  Sabbathj^  we  could  pot  recall  it.  O  many 
ynil  be  jput  one  d^  to  wifli  and  cry  in  vain,'  O  to  fc- 
cdvcrVne'cfthefe loft' Sabbaths,  whcreitl  I  had  the  fre^ 
rich  offer  of  ?r  crucifix  Chrift. 

J  Redeem 


;•,  Redeem  Sabbatfa-ttme,  for  you  are  iuA  i^ad?  to 
pab-mto  a&other.  worlds  where  you  mud  give  a  mi6t 
account  of  every  Sabbath  you  have  enjoyed,  and  anrwer 
£or  every  minute  of  precious  $abbath-rime.  How  will 
yoi^  anfwer  for  all  the  Sabbtahs  you  have  mifimproven^ 
for  d^e  Sabbaths  of  tbreefcore  years,  which  are- above  . 
tbree^thoufand:  .O  that  will  be  a  terrible  Item  in  the 
accounts  of  old  gracelefs  (inners.  .        «        ' 

Direflions  in  redeeming  Sabbath>time.  i.  Carefully 
avoid  whateyer  hinders  it ;  as^i*  A,th^if9i,  or  n^elief 
of  the  trutl^  and  of  tliie  great  end  and  defign  of  the. 
Sabbath^  .  %j  Ignorancf.  Many  are'  fo  igaorap f,  that 
t^y  think  if  they  pafs  aw^y  ^he  Sabbath  without  any. 
grois  breach.of  it»  they  do  .well  enough.  3.  Sloth  and 
lazinefa.    iTjp  and  be  doing*    ,  '  •• 

.  2«  If  yoii.  would  .reiileem  Sabbath-time,.  repent  of 
ferf^cr  ^ifimprbvpm^ots,' and  HumbTe  yourfelves  for 
Ipft  Sabh»thf I.  ;u^d  qryfor  n^ercy  through  Chrill's  atoa» 
ing.bloodL   .*,.      ..-,,, 

'.  3.  Study  to  recotnpence  former  mifmanagements  by 
your  future  diligence ;  as  a  traveller  who  6nd8  himfcl|f 
like  tabe  benig&ed  by  his  former  la^inefsi  meods  hia 
pace»  and  goes  as  .many  miles  now  in  one  Kour^'as  for«- 
merly  he  did  in  two* . 

.  4«  Spend^cyery  Sabbath  now  as  it  were  your  laft^ 
and  this  approaching  Sabbath  be  as  diligent  on  it»  as  it 
'ilJifSX^  your  lad;  prepare. Ibr  it  in  the  evening  >  get  up 
ean^ncxi  mornmgpprayfjread,^ meditate,  examine  your# 
lyelf;  anil  wr^iile.. for  God*s  prefence  with  you  \n  the 
ordinances.  \.        » 

'^ ^*'^Hearkcn  prcrcntly  to  Chri  in  the  word; 

&ueve  and  {CmW^Qe  Qhrift*&  do^lrioe,  and  his  righte* 
^ufnfijs^.and  dole  with  liiqnL^^a^  your  only  help  ani 
rcniLcJy^'  '  ',,_    ,        "'\     ,^    .  ; 

i.f  >  .  .  •     *      •   /  /'     t     I.    ;  r.5 .  u  lot   j>v   ' 

c: ...:  .  .•   .  I  •  r   ..-:  i.^9,;  .,,T,  i.li  '> .  -  'JMBBtttATrOW, 
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MEDITATION,    V. 

Upon  John  xx.  %o*  Andvjhen  he/f^J^id^te/heiiied^eik 
his  Bands  and  his  feit.  [Then  iti^te  tbi  dtfi^l^igfait^' 
when  tb^ /aw  (be  Lord.'    \'  \  \       ...    V"'     "*' 

^TfflS  was  lU'  ftrff  ChrJftfeti  SajMbath,  ini  upon'ft 
tlie  difdplcs'rRee  Pdt  th^  ^turoA  «id  duties  «rf  titer  Ar„ 
pfsyjerand  6odfy  eottfercticre.  -Wrff,  rfid  cfic4HHp>ev 
xv^tt  for  tb&  wort?'  Cftrfft  wiff;wf  bt^tnpm  parr  imfif- 
cm  his  pekce  -and  I^JtefSn^.    Htr  domqs  iit  the  nYidil't)^ 


I  A  rndft-  eoA^ptcftcnfive  Wiffitig  f'  Thii  was  thfrlegacj  h6 
*  fia^  If  ft  them  a  fj^w  days  before,  and  now  he  m^kei^' 
jyompt'att4'iea"dy]pIym^  dflt 'tcf them,. fie wtHtior^e 
Irth^QM^ing;  It./'  j^w^.  What  ibrt  p{  pcaciJ  Br  It  ?^-%:' 
^eiure  A-ith  (^69.  ^cade  6f  ctottfti^ttce/awf  pcace^ittl* 
otteiiftoAef."  -Thiflrwag-rf bteflBft^iritA^fUlt^a^^ 
who  were  (o  full  o£  fears  and  difotdfeVs;  .      '    * 

:  /Aftq*  this  ,faluiarimi,  Be  gives  thetl}^a  moft'CttmfWtt- 
alile  dircover^  bihiipietcti  \tndk2kA*fi£ie^to  convvkc'. , 
tl^em  of  the  trutli  of,  his  WatRn9Hoftj  ni^hfcft  (*fej;*?re* 
dm/ik  douWot,,  by  the  rftarks  wJd^feaW  of 'di6':ilt*iiliitK' 
^hich had  hettiYn^^&e  a  few day^-^jefbreH^y the  ta^ in* 
fpear  :  he  flicws  them  that  ^he  bo4;j  t|icj^no\xffi<f^^**lI}fe;' 
W.Ss  the  fiihe  intfiYidturSorfyth^randm^ 
fccn  dead  on  the  crofs  a  ftw  cibryT  wfot^.  Tirom  9(8; ""'^ 
•  Obfcrvc  1:  rTfta*  Chrilt 'x€tMcS^t  iPejrfa' df -Mi^ 
wounds  after  his  refurre6lion.  He  was  not  a(hata^e<Fb!P 
them,  but  gloried  in  them,  as  conquerors  glory  in  the 
marks  of  their  wounds  after  bloody  battles.  Moreover^ 
Chrift  had  ufe  for  them ;  i. They  were  to .fpeak  on 
^|Qil2^i|*{t99jMlftrare  the  <ir<|tl]^f  his  refurreftion  to 
the  world,  particularly  to  convince  unbelieving  Thomas. 
im  They  were  to  fpeak  in  heaven,  by  the  interceffion 
.  that  he  makes  for  his  people  there,  in  doing  whereof  he 

(hews 


and  now  appears  in  midft.of  the  thfdrie  ^^'  a-  !;tmb  AAtk, 
wHH'Ik*  wdtind»afl?fi?^efe'b1ctf<Krt^*frefh,  Rev.  v.  6. 
3.  Naf,  he  rttaiM  tficm,  xb^ht  tnkj  cdttie  baofcirithr 
them,  for  it  feerrw^  tte^-wiH  be  then  Vifibte,  thtt  ene- 
niic^  ittijr  Ic^ok  dn  hfm  whom  th^  pierced,  Rev,  i.  7. 
"  Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds :  And  every  ejt  fhtf^' 
fee  hftn>  and  they  aMb"which  pierced  him.** 

^.  t)bftrfe  the  eondefcenfioh  acnd  pairw  of  z  crtictfied 
JSfns  to  fa^ff  ht«  difefptei  t  fee  iliewed  thetn  his^hand*, 
he  h  at  parns  firft  t<>trpett  h«  har*^,  td  lef  thlfem  fee 
tfe  maffcs  of  the  wbund*  hfe  g**|hf  the  niiUMriren 
Actctft.  Next  he  open*  Ms  breafk;  ta  Yd  thena  fee  the 
womd  begot  in  hts  fide  fcy  the  fpe«  that  ^^a  thi^aft  in* 
to  it.  O  the  oondcfcenfioti  of  our  Lftttl,  toebnfirftt  tlte 
feith  of  Ms'potrr  ftarggerwig  and  donbting-  dtfciplesf. 

J-  (!)bfei*fe  the  effeft  and  imprcffiem  of  tH^  fight  up^ 
on  the  difciples,  *•  they  were  |fbd#hen  they  faw  the 
Lord.*  It  tCTlred  their  drocjping'  fpirit^,  it  convince* 
theit  doubting  hetiftd,-  antd  ftrehgthened  their  t^th^  and! 
fkith  proditces  joy,  Jtom;  xV,  rj.  t  Pet  i.  i,  Nd«^ 
Ghrtft  foifilted  w*tot%e  feid^^ohn  xvt.  ±z.  "  I  wiB  fe« 
3fou  dgiin;  and  ydbrhiiirt  ffi'ilF  t<*j(Jfce."  ' 
'  DdShim.  A'l|«liei??ng?hd^pprt»priatihg  view'of^*^ 
WMhds  of  k  crucified  ahd  rifen  JtfU$,  h  a  tSiM  jo^ftrf 
flght?.---  '^ ^■■'  ."'-■-'      ■  .'  • 

^^^.  What  grounds  of  joy  have  we  in  this  fight  ?*^ 

jifi/l  I.  This  fight  fliewstliat  Chrift  hath  loved  us^ 
and  given  bimfelf  for  us,  who  were  objefts  of  wrath. 
~t.  TIRrs  ttffi  us,  our  debt  is  piaU;*  JuTRce  is  fansfi^^f, 
our  furety  k^tifcn^^ryl  lf^/>uj:  gf  prifan* 

3.  We  have  grertxdd  t>f  jdy,  fh«  wefee-a  flicker  a- 
gainft  all  the  challeneesof  the  law  and  juftice  of  God  ; 
fi£r  CIM^  ^  wtbttj^it'^^kw'lbidlfiij^^  ii^^)b^K^f^)sfft 
ing  rightcoufnefef*.  -  Hdre*iH>ttWri^'if 'tefuge  againft  the 
av<^nger  of  blood.    How  glad  was  the  manflayer  at  this 

fightr  ••'•^    '-i^'  ^'W'  ^^  ^'  •-'"^  ^  ■':  T' :  .  -^ 

^^tiads'aiid  bl6dA  df  th^i^tf  of  GM^/^  ^»8ich  VpcMifi 
cdi  Utter' tMngi^thai^  Hm^f^MtV'   tt^'Winiilttis^'iiM 
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like  a  moath  ftill  open  &>r  thee  \  the  blood  like  a  tciqrtie 
ilUl  {peaking  for  thee. 

5.  The  fifth  ground  of  joy  is»  that  the  covenant  is. 
confirmedi  whereby  thou  art  faCe  fropi  the  deluge,-  the 
Kainbow  appearing,  even. the  fcarlet-coloured  wounds 
and. blood  of  Chiift» /jvhlch  is  afore  token  of  God's 
covenant. 

Inference.  Then  we  have  reafon  to  bleft  God  for  the 
approach  of  (he  Sabbdth  %  and  ipore  efpeciaily  for  the 
news  of  a  comxnunion  Sat)bath/ approaching,  wherein ; 
WQ  may  fee,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  the  wounds  of  a 
crucified  J^us  difcovered.^o  us.  O  that  19  tb^  mod 
joyful  fight  the  world  ever  faw !  Let  us  welcome  the 
Sabbatbf  and  efpeciaily  a  communion  Sabbath,  which 
brings  .US  fuch  a  fight.  Every  Lord's  day  is  lovely  and 
defireabje ;  but  a  eoirmuxiion  Sabbath  is  in  a  fpecial 
manner  a  day  of  the  Son  of  mail,  a  fblen^n  and  high 
day,  a  day  tQ  be  rcmarked^and  remembered,  by  all  the 
difciples  oj  Jcfus.  As  the  Sabbath  is  the  moft  exceU 
lent  of  all  the  days,  of  the  Mrcek^  fo  a  eommunion.  Sab*-, 
bath: is .^he  moft  defireable  of  all  the  Sa,bbaths  of  the* 
year :  I'of »  upon  fuch  a  day,  a  crucified  Jefus  is  m6^. 
evidently  fet  foFth  before  ouj:  eye*/,  then  he  appears.  in> 
his  dyed  garments  glorious  and  red  in  his  apparel,  a 
^poft  loyely/ight  to  the  eyf  of,  faitL  Thelc-,  are  days, 
in  God's  courts  indeed,  far  better  than  a  thoufand  eile*. 


=T^ 


C^,tLe,^abh^ih  'if^^  be{ng^  .^  AAx^^^j  frpn^  .IfaJsJi^yUi.  :y» 
^,  ^  .         .  .if,  CalUhe,SaJ^,ba^,a- delight."  y 

GREAT  flrefs  was  always  laid  upon  the  due  obfcrfi 
vation  fC</th^,iMbbath*day  ;  ^fi  ii;»  w^  parcic^laily. re- 
quired from,  the  Jews,.  .wbpn.t}>fiyj|^9ife^4ptivcs  at  Baby* 
lon»r  that  byr  becj>ing  thi|;.4}][^£f;^ey  jqiigbtf  dil^inguifii 
tben>f4vesJro(n  thcj^-^il^pcfs  of  tlie  Gpdsyjwhic]^ 


have 
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have  npt  maiJc.tlie^icavensa'iii  the  earfh,- Ifa.  Fr?.  t,  2.' 
We  muft  ptit'airhdnbbir  afiarirefp-a  tipt)A  'it,  and  cafl' 
ft  a-dcfighvnotafiifkwbtirdcn.     We  muft  not  oily 
count  ?t  a  delight,' 6ut  crir  it- fo,  by^  ppcnlyproTcfling' 
the  complacency  we  .take  in  the  day  and  duties  of  it. 
Wr'ifiufr  AW  it  a  cleltght,  f.'To  God,  in  a  way  of 
^hklgititig' to  God  •ifof  it,  and  ^ariicfl  defirc  bf  hi« 
gtatfe-to  crtsfblc  us  ^to  dp  the  work  of  the  day,  becaufe 
vf^  delight  in  it.  *i.  We  mlift  call  it  fo  t6  others,  to 
ilitite  them  to  conrc  and  (hare  with  ad  in  the  plcafure*- 
of  it.     3..  We  m.uft  call  it  fo  to  ourfelvcs,  that  we  may' 
no^  entcttaiA  the  IcaR  thdiight  of  wTlhing  l?ic  S^bath 
gone;  th'^  ^  may  ftTl  ct)rn  arid  wine. 

^ift-  I.  What  i» imported  in  calUng  the  Sabbath, 
a  delight?  Anf.  u  A  belief  .that  Gcd  is  the  authof" 
and  inftitntor  of  it.-  1.  A  knowledge  y)f  the  end's  and 
icfigns  of  it;  that  k  is  in  honour  of  God  the  <]!re4tor, 
and  of  CSirift  the  Redeemer,  and  fdr  our  good-  3.  A 
tha^fuff^nfe  of  GoH's  goodntfs  in  inftituting  the  Sab- 
hath,  it  being  a  day  6f  communion  with*  God.  4.  A 
Wgh  dleem  of  the  Sabbath,  as  the  bed  day  of  the  week. 
J.  A  chearfttl  compliance  with  the  work  and  duties  of 
me  Siabbath.  6.  A  thinking  on  the  Sabbath/  looking, 
longing,  and  preparing  for  it,  before' it  come.  7.  A 
confcie^tious  and  -willing  pefformance  of  all  the  Sab« 
bath^duties.  *  8.  A  hating  and  avoiding  all  tliofc  evils* 
and  prafticcs  that  ate  contrary  to  Skbbath-fanclifica- 
tion. 

'^ffl*  When  may  it  be  faid  that  the  Sabbath  is  our 
ddight?'  A*i/.  1.  It  woor  delight,  when  we  elleem  it 
a  privilege  and  favour  from  God  to  have  tlie  Sabbath  ; 
when  we  fay,  O  what  a  fevour  from  God  is  this  to  me, 
thkt'  when  I  have  been  wearying  mj'fclf  fix  days  for  the 
world,  God  hath  appointed  tliis  day*,  that  we  mayre- 
frefli  otirfclvcs  from  fuch  labours,  mind  our  fouls,  ani 
•  fcek  after,  heaven  If  ^e  value  God  above  the  world, 
and  the  joys  of  heaven  srBove  the  pleafures  on  earth,- 
fo  wc  wiQ  certainly  value  this  day  afbjyre  all  other' 
days.  ,      .  c    ,  .     *        '       '' 

•'  ^."Itis  bur  dcKghtj  when  w'c  make  it^i  day  of  vifit- 
ing.Godi'and'keepirig  conimunbn  with  hrm  m  his  or*' 

dinances* 
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d^aoc^s^  1[:he  p/eople  of  t^e  yr^d4  iind  dfilight  ia  idt 
^1t^lg  ^eir  fr^i)d^,  and  i^b0V^rf|i>g,a9i};bQl<}tfig  focWtf 
M;ithtbe{ii3  lift  much  mor^  ofvaf  jKcvWe  in  fifitinj^ 
Cod,  and  feeing-  hino  in  th€ ianfit^^ryi'  aHH  hoWingl&c^ 
feJlow.fhip  witljL.him.thcw,     ,    ,     ,  .^.'.,     \  .^:    .  ,, 

\  3.  When  we  arc  ^ot  fijtisiiecl  1^1^  d^^;  »idl..a.oa«» 
approafh  ipQoA.^  but  wlien.>«;ip^;g9^o  Qai  thw  aay\a$, 
cxnr  exccedipg  y^y^  t(aj.  xl)iu  4. ,  a^id  j)l^c  o^r  b^i|>efe 
i^i.thc  iervlngofGod^  and  tiyoppgjpf  him^;  a^l  when, 
nc  go  vith  joy  ta^taw  water om^  c^-tic  wells  of  fal* 
vatipHi.  '  :..-.    .........  -  ;  ,     '  ^-  -4. 

4..  Whei)  wc  draui;  forth  our.grajqea  into  Jboly  ^ingg. 
and  vigorous  excerclfe :  <t^^  nu^jc^  wf  afe  ex^ptpy^dtlMl. 
duy  lAtbe  a^ngsjof  faith  jam}  love,  ^ojd  Hppeof  faif^en, 
it  \yillBe  tie  niftj^  deljg^t  to  us./    ^^   .. 

.  5*  When,  the  wor^  an4  duj;ics  gfthc  SaU)ath  arc  <wr 
eleivient  and  r^reatiw^  wbisf)  i«)?e^ane  In  Davjd'a  framei^ 
?fal.  cxxur  ,1^  "  1  was  glad  when  tbey^  faid.  wto  ,mc, 
let  us £o  up  iiitosthe  hqul^  oi  x!l^^^t^^\  rThi^.^prpf 
p^cfigd  offhclieyers  under  tl^ioi^ti^,1^^tt^ 
ordinj^iipee  tm.tl^«iif in^s.of  deli|g]]^; ^^  a^  dpV€*-tp  tbeiT' 
windo w&/',  i{a .  Ix*.  B.  How  g^a<t,  was  Darid'^.  delight 
iixthen),  wh^n  he  **  defines  it~i^&  j>pc  ihing*  that  he 
,  mighi^dweil.aJl  bis  days  in  G^s  houfc,  to*  Uphold  the 
beauty  of  jthc  Lord,"  Pfal.  x^yii.  4.  tl^t  i^^^that  he 
might  always  have  fi^ee  aQcefs^aGod'«  houfei  and^nj(^^ 
ccmmiiniaxi,  y^i^h  Cod  th£;rer. ,  Hence  he  counts  ''  aday 
in  God's  courts  better  than  . a  thoufand  clfewher^?^' 
David  bad  p^any  earthly  things  to  delight  in|^  fach  as, 
u  Great  viiSlpries  over.ienemies^  which. generals  and 
warriors  do  gi;eady  deligJuia^.,  ^.  He  haiipaJUces  ^d 
gardens,  whifh  grejit  men  4f>  ^eiighj  in.  3.  He  hai 
ihftruments  of  mufic  of  all  forts,  which  gi^a£  mqiicifu^ 
(fuch,as  D^^id  the  fweet  fingfr.oflfracj  w§is)  do  didigbt 
mui;h  in ;  Yj^fi.he.irnvented  tpbifnfeif  all  forts  of  wiuAtal 
inftruments,.iVF,Of  ^vJ4  S*  .  W.^lijibut  (Kougti  Pa?id 
knew  as^^mu^hjof  thefe  faij^ilj  delights  as  n;  oft,  mepf 
yet  h^  (jcliglM^  n^ofi;  o^ilin  itfie  ^ahbatb^  "  .^  day  in 
Gpd*6  courts.     '    '       ' 

(u  It  i$^  ^  ^djelighty.wben  we  find  inpreafe  and  gro}vth 
of  grace  in  and  by  the  ordinances*    We  fee  incp^dcUgbt 


Is  t  ^Mita^day  on  wtudk  they  fun  mildi^  die  worMf 
ftiiA  much  siofe  wfll  they  ddtf^ht  in  Ihe  Loid't  dar^ 
who  find  their  iorve  Id  6m  oil  it  mote  itilMiedly  dieir 
defires  after  Mm  move  eiilir|;ed|  and  ttck  hope  %Jt  het* 
'Yen  RKwe  confintiad* 

7*  It  it «  ddtgbtwhcB  we  come  theteoii>  to  ffifcoret 
DOT  imereft  in  ilie  Lord  Jefus^  and  ai«  made  to  fee  dhat 
it  wag  he  who  died  \rA  vofe  Irom  tiie  dead  this  day  for 
us.  O,  how  delightful  to  diink^  thia  is  the  day  my 
Redeemer  lived  again.  Do  oriiers  delijght  in  the  day  of 
their  Urdi^  and  fliail  not  I  delight  in  &  day  on  wUkih 
my  Leiti  did  live  again  ? 

8.  ft  18  a  detight  when  We  eome  on  the  SaAlba^  to 
get  afforance,  tlMt  we  (hall  .keep  an  everbfting  Sabbath 
with  Ged  above :  Aiid  if  a  tranfient  enjoyment  of  God 
in  a  Sabbatli  here  be  fo  pleafiint,  bow  much  more  to 
have  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  on  that  Sabbath  above 
to  all  etctnity ! 

^tfgff  •  3.  Do  not  the  fpecial  delights  of  ^e  Sabbafh 
excel  aH  other  delights^  and  wherein  do  they  excel  ? 

Anf.  \.  They  tranfcend  them  in  their  toundation  % 
Ihey  are  weM  founded,  not  on  miftakes  and  delufions, 
ats  carnal  ddights  and  plcafures  are,  but  on  the  fure 
word  of  God,  that  is  unalterable,  his  well  ordered  cove- 
nant.  Carnad  men  rejoice  in  fancies  and  dehiGoos,  but 
know  not  how  matters  are  with  them.  If  they  knew 
how  near  htU  and  damnation  they  are  \  if  they  knew 
the  (hortnefs  of  their  pleafure9>  and  the  length  of  their 
forroWs,  they  would  have  little  heart  to  fport  or  laugh  ; 
nay,  it  would  foon  turn  their  laughter  into  mourning 
and  lamentatioo.. 

2.  Spiritual  deEghts  furpafs  them  in  reality*,  the  plea^ 
bres  of  the  wicked  are  but  feeming  and  outward,  but 
believers  delights  are  real,  hearty^  and  inward.  In  the 
midft  of  the  laughter,  of  the  wicked,  their  hearts  arefad  \ 
though  their  fenfes  be  fomeway  tickled  and  affeded,  yet 
the  heart  is  not.  But  with  believers  it  is  otherwife» 
Pfai.  iv.  7.  "  Thou  halt  put  more  gladncfs  in  my  heart/* 
&C«    Spiritual  delight  goes  to  the  heart. 

3*  They  are  fuitable  delights,  feeing  they  are  inteK 
teduah    Carnal  deitghta  in  drinking,  fportuig, ,  ^c* 
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fnzkt  met  more  like  beafts  than  men.  Thdbeaft^have 
pain  andpleafufe  Ijy  the}r,fenfc8y  but  not  forrow  nor 
delight,  becaufe  thefe  are  iiltellcfkaal.  So.  the  joy  of 
carnal  men  i«_ rather  pleafure . than  delight;  but  the 
more  intelledual  and  chafte  our  delights  are,  the  more 
pure  and  fuitable  are  they  to  the  human  nature :  Tea, 
the  more,  our  delights  are  in  loving,  pr ailing,  and  wor- 
shipping God  01^  the  Sabbath,  diey  make  us  move  like 
angels  than  men. 

4.  They  furpafs  them  in  innocency.  Carnal  delights, 
the  more  we  u(e  them,  the  more  we  are  enfnar^  by 
them;  they  pervert  the  heart,  diforder  the  mind,  and 
indrfpofe  for  duty :  But  fpiritual  delights  have  no  fuch 
e&c& ;  they  are  fo  far  from  perverting  or  diforderlng, 
that  they  corroborate  and  ftrengthen  the  graces ;  they 
compofe  and  purify  the  mind ;  they  make  (in  the  more 
odious,  and  fortify  us  the  more  againft  the  baits  of  fenfe. 

5.  They  excel  them  in  fecurity.  Spiritual  delights 
are  pure  hke  cryftal  dreams,  whereas  carnal  delights 
are  imbi<;tered  with  fear,  ftings  of  confcience,  and  ienfe 
of  guilt. 

6.  Thfi^y  excel  them  in  ftrength  and  fweetnefs*  There 
is  delight  in  thinking  on  our  temporal  interefts,  but 
much  more  in  thinking  on  Chrift,  and  our  intereft  in 
him,  and  the  well  ordered  covenant :  Yea,  there  is  more 
clelight  in  the  hardeft  part  of  Sabbath- work,  viz.  in 
mortifying  one  fin  or  luft,  than  carnal  men  have  in  fa« 
tibfyinga  thoufaiid. 

7-  They  arc  more  profitable  delights.  There  is  more 
profit  in  one  day,  yea,  one  hour's  co^nmunion  with  God, 
than,  in  the  worldly  gains  of  a  thoufand  market-day's. 
Oh !  do  men  toil  hard  in  labouring  fix  days  of  the  week 
for  gains  of  the  worlds  and  will  we  not  labour  one  day 
for  that  which  endureth  to  everlafting  life  ? 

8.  They  are  more  fatisfying  than  all  worldly  delights* 
Surely  there  is  more  fatisfa^^ion  in  the  fpiritual  recrea- 
tions of  this  day,  than  in  all  carnal  fports  and  paftimes 
whatfoever.  O  what  fatisfaclion  is  there  in  thinking 
on  the  work  of  redemption,  and  of  all  that  Chrilt  did 
and  fufFered  for  the  accompliihment  of  it  ^  What  a 
pleafant  recreation  is  it  to  find  and  feel  the  a£tings  of 
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lore  and  defire  to  God»  and  to  have  a  fenfe  of  God's 
ioYC  unto  the  foul;  to  meditate  on  the  eternal  Sabbath 
of  Teft  from  Gn,  Gckncfs,  temptation,  and  all  evil  what- 
foever,  and  of  joining  in  the  perfe£l  love  and  praifes  of 
that  blefled  company  above  to  all  eternity  i 

9.  They  furpafs  them  in  this,  that  they  end  well, 
whereas  carnal  delights  do  not  Carnal  delights  are  like 
the  crackling  of  thorns  undei;  a  pot ;  they  make  a  great 
blaze  and  noife  for  a  little,  but  then  they  go  out  in  dark* 
nefs ;  or,  lUce  the  light  of  a  candle,  that  doth  ihine  for 
a  little,  but  then  goes  oiit  in  a  (linking  fnuff.  So  with 
carnal  delights,  they  make  way  for  forrow,  "  for  the  end 
of  that  mirth  is  heavinefs,"  according  to  Prov.  xiv.  13* 
Carnal  delight  and  recreations,  efpeciaily  on  the  Sabbatn, 
leave  a  fting  behind  them,  whenever  confciencc  ia 
awakened,  and  thefe  are  the  forerunners  of  hell. 

^eft»  4.  What  are  thofe  things  in  the  Sabbath  we 
ought  to  delight  in  ? 

jtnf.  I.  In  the  reftraints  which  the  Sabbath  lays  on 
9S,  in  hindering  us  from  our  worldly  employments  and 
recreations,  and  from  all  the  pkafures  of  fin  -,  this  we 
fliould  delight  in. 

2.  In  the  duties  and  fervices  which  the  Sabbath  ob« 
ligeth  us  unto. 

^eft.  5.  -What  are  thofe  duties  and  fervices  of  the 
Sabbadi,  which  we  ought  to  delight  in  ? 

An/l  I.  There  are  public  fervices  and  duties  which 
we  (hould  delight  in  j  as  in  the  hearing  of  the  word, 
prayer,  praifes,  and  receiving  of  the  factaments. 

2.  'Private  duties,  as  reading  of  the  word,  prayer, 
meditation,  Chriftian  conference,  mourning  for  fin,  &c. 
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FAIR.   AND    IMPARTIAL 

TESTIMONY, 

sssATio  nr  kams  or  a  KVMan  or 

MiNxsmis,  Eldbus,  and  Cbhistian  Psovlb  of  the  CHtmai 

of  Scotland,  unto  the  laudable  Principles,  Wreft-. 

lings,  and  Attainments  of  that  Crurch  }  and 

agunft  the  Backflidings,  Corruptions,  Di- 

▼ifions,  and  prevailing  Evils,  both  of 

former  and  prefent  Times, 

.     Airn  KAMXLT^ 

The  Defedions  of  the  Establisbbo  Ciiuaai;  of  Ch« 
NoBiUTT,  Gbntrt,   Commons,  •  Sbcbseu^ 

EpxSCOf  ALIANS,  &C. 
CONTAIKINO 

A  brief  HirroaicAL  Deduction  of  the  chief  Oeemuamam 

in  this  CauacH  from  her  beginning  to  the  Year  17449 

with  Remarks  :   And  Homble  Pleadimob  with 

our  Mother  Cbvbci^  to  exert  herfelf  tm 

flop  DsrECTioM,  and  promote 

Reforbsatiom. 

ATTESTED  AND   ADHBRXD  UlTTO  BT  SUNOS T  MBBSTCat* 

PfAL.cL3.   I.hate  the  work  of  them  diat  torn  afid«^  it  lltadlaoa 

cleave  to  me. 
lsA.sliiLia    Ye  are  my  wimeflet,  faith' the  Lord. 
XztK.  aUiL  IX.    Shew  them  the  form  of  the  hoofe,  asi  WSite  ^ 

in  thdr  fight. 
hA.  iviiL  X.   Shew  the  houfe  of  Jacob  thdr  fins. 
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PREFACE. 

THOUGH  I  be  far  lefs  fit  for  framing  a  Testimovt 
to  the  principles,  wreftling^,  and  attainments  of  this 
churchy  and  againft  the  corruptions,  defedions,  and  evils 
of  the  times,  than  many  of  my  brethren ;  yet,  being  en- 
couraged by  fome  whom  I  highly  value  to  undertake  it, 
and  finding  none  elfe  inclined  to  it,  I  have  eff.iyed  it 
through  Divine  flrength,  hoping  to  fee  a  Wuneffing  Body 
appear  within  this  church,  as  well  as  without  it,  at  leaft 
fome  who  yrould  defire  to  teftify  againft  the  evils  of  the 
day  with  juft  zeal,  impartiality,  and  mecknef$. 

No  fooner  fet  I  my  face  to  it,  but  I  faw  it  to  be  a^  mat- 
ter of  great  difficulty  to  fleer  a  ftraight  courfe,  without 
fwerving  to  the  right  or  left  hand,  in  thefe  reeling  and 
(baking  times,  when  fuch  different  opinions  are  vented, 
provocations  are  given,  calumnies  are  fpread,  and  mens 
paflions  are  flirred  on  each  fide,  fo  that  even  the  meekeft 
and  wifeft  are  ceady  to  dagger  :  I  found  alfo  the  difficulty 
increafe,  from  the  divided  fentiment  of  godly  mioiflert 
with  refpcd  to  fome  particular  occurrences,  and  the  ftroog 
inclination  of  many  to  live  at  eafe,  enjoy  quiet,  and  evea 
to  fit  down,  Iffachar-like,  and  couch  under  the  burden,  ^ 
when  hopes  of  relief  do  not  appear.  Thefe  things  greatly 
difcouraged  me  to  proceed  in  the  defign. 

But  when  I  duly  weighed  and  confidered  the  growing 
dangers  of  the  church,  the  backfliding  difpofition  that  flill 
prevailed,  and  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  all  other  methods 
to  recover  her  frpm  it,  fuch  as  Dijfents^  Froteftsj  Inflruc^ 
tions^  Repre/etitations^  Petitions^  Separations^  SeceJJtonSf  &c. 
and  that  the  only  mean  now  left  to  be  tried,  for  giving 
check  to  corruption,  and  excitine:  reformaiion,  feemed  to 
be  that  o.f  an  honeft  TeHimony  of  fome  within  the  church : 
I  determined  at  length  to  go  on  through  all  difficulties 
and  difcouragements,  to  prepare  and  publifh  the  following 
EiTay,  with  a  fincere  intention  to  preferve  the  Mother- 
church,  and  promote  her  interefls  5  loolfing  to  Heaven  for 
a  bleffing  oh  it,  that  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  excite  judicatories 
to  put  a  flop  to  fome  evils,  and  reform  fome  things  amifs : 
And  though  it  (hould  have  little  efFe6l  on  the  prefent  back- 
jQiding  age,  yet  hoping  it  may  be  ufeful  to  the  rifing  gene- 
ration. 
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— »tj>^      wJLam^    £Sfld    &Att    ^BUl    A     «wm— rf     ■■iiiliial 

^^^w^wt*    ^t""""     ^^^•^i    '■■iwww     a^^w^     ■■"    K^'vsww     ■  •  ■  ■  ■  ipa  - 

Cbriilianitj  in  the  land }  nt  iich  a  tfme  (he  fubfcribers  of 
this  teilimooj  will  continuei  when  d^j  tb»9  to  (jpealy.t^ 
the  glory  of  the  ever  living  Redeemer* 

I  con^dercd  alfo  within  myfelf  that  our  oUi  ibffezinf 
minlften  were  all  gone  off  the  ^ge,  and  rxgmj  other  vipr«* 
thy  brethren  were  going  off  from  time  to  time>  and  that  I 
myfelf  got  frequent  warnings  to  prepare  for  going  t  imd^t 
the  ftme  time,  that  numbers  of  eminent  good  naen  drop 
into  the  filent  grave,  without' Iraving  any  teftittoi^  behind 
them;  &  th^t  in  a  fboit  tin^e  it  may  be  jpalled  in  taneftiim 
what  their  mind  was  coneeming  the  principle^  ana  attain- 
nents  of  our  fathers^  and  tbe  corruptions  of  preGenf  aa4 
former  times]  and,  if  I  continued  to  linger  a  little  longet^, 
this  would  be  my  own  fate  alfo.  Whenefbre  1  refelved  to 
ezpoft  this  £fl[ay,  and  inyielf  likewife,  to  the  eenfiite  of 
the  world  ^  and  though  1  Ihnuld  be  charged  wkli  nd^aQ 
at)d  lelfiih  views  in  it,  as  ifffeding  Angularity,  a  ilam^i 
vpplaufe  from  fome,  &c.  if  the  Lord  call  me  to  hear  re- 
proach in  cvtrfxrtg  on  %  good  deilgn,  why  fiiouid  1  not 
fubmit  to  it  I  Surely  it  inay  t>e  thought,  that  one  of  tny 
age  frould  be  dead  to  the£e  vanities,  and  that' it  is  faigm 
time  for  me  to  be  feeking  the  approbation  of  my  grtat 
Judge,  mote  than  that  of  all  the  world.  May  i  ever  Inind 
this ! 

^efi.  It  IS  like  it  may  be  aflted,  What  warraitt  lave 
ye  for  einttting  fuch  a  Teftimony  ? 

^nf.  The  rear<ma  sind  grounds  of  it  feem  fo  (ilain  both 
from  fdriptnre  and  found  resdbn,  that  we  may  adventure 
to  fubmit  them  to  all  thinking  perfons  to  judge  of  them. 

I.  The  fervants  of  God,  and  eipecially  minifters  of  the  * 
^ofpel,  are  frequently  in  bcripture  called  his  WiTti£S)es  \ 
in  regard  they  are  called  to  give  teftimony  to  his  tiniths 
•nd  ways,  and  to  bear  witneu  againft  what  is  prejudicial 
or  contrary  thereunto.  Rev.  xi.  3,  7,  I>uke  xiiv.  48^ 
John  V.  33.  and  xv.  27.  Afts  i.  8.  and  xxii. ^5,  18.  and 
xxvi.  19.  It  is  by  fuch  witnefs-bearing  that  we  mud  bold 
fail  the  trnths  of  God  when  ready  to  be  plucked  from  us, 
and  to  contend  foj  the  &ith  which  he  hath  delivered  to 
his  faints,  Rev.  in.  ji.  Judc  vcrfe  3.  And  iii  this  way 
we  arc  to  wrcftle  with  and  overcome  truth's  adverfaries, 
Kev.  xit.  11.^  They  overcame  f>y  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  the  word  of  their  teftimony,*  The  character  which 
God  gives  his  fervants  three  times  in  the  oompafs.  of  ^ 
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fi'i  mff«i  ftfOttld  make  very  deep   impreflion*  upon  a% 
Ifa;-xliii*  lb,  12.  and  xliv*  8^  *  Yc»  are  my  w!tn<iffes,  faith  ' 
the  Lotd.*    And  it  is  m  that  capacity  he- calls  and  requirefs 
us  to  *  confef*  Chrift  before  men,'  to  *  bear  witnefs^  to  ' 
Ghrift  and  to  hU  truths,'  to  *  (land  faft  in  the  faith,'  td  • 
*  quit  ourfelves  like  meh,'  to  '  be  ftron^,*  W  *^  be  fttfd- 
fafV,'  to  *  be  zealous  and  valiant  for  the*  truth,'  to  *  be 
faftbfiil  unto  death,*  to  T  cotitend  earfteftly  for  the  ftiith, 
and  fct  ourfelves  for  the  defence  of  the  ^rofpcl-,^  to  •  plead 
with  our  mother,'  to  •  keep  the 'charge  bf  the  Lord,  and' 
the  charge  of  his  fanftuary,'  to  *  keep  that  tvhicb  is  com- 
mitted t(»  our  truil,'  to  ^  be  tflean  who  beaf  the  veiFcis  of  * 
t^e  Lord,  and  not  to  touch,  the  unclean  thing,^  to  *  fave  * 
ourfelves  from  an  untoward  generation,'   to  *  keep  our 
garments  ckan  alid  unfpotted  fl-om  the  world,'  to  '  hate  * 
the  work  of  them  that,  turn  alide,  that  it  may  not  cleave  - 
to  u«,'  to  *  keep -ourfelves  pure,  and.  not  to  be  partakers' 
of  other  mens  fins,'  to  *  flee  from  fin,  and  deliver  every  ■ 
imiD*3ih  own  foul!,'  to  *  abhor  what  is  evil,'  to  *  cleave 
unto  tbe  Lord,  and  to  that  which  i^  Rood,'  to  *  ktcf  out-  ^ 
felve*  ffoih  the  ac cuffed  thittg,'  to  ♦  be  watchmen  fo  the  • 
houfe  of  Ifrael,  af)d  give  them  watning  from  God,*   to  * 
'  cry  aloud  and  not  fpanre,  to  (hew  tht  hoafe  of  Jacob  their 
fins,'  to  *  reprove  the  works  of  darko'efs  5  not  to  fuffer  ^n 
upon  our  brother,'  to  *  be  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men, 
and  not  to  ftrun  to  declare  all  the  coonfel  of  God'     Now 
thefe  malti plied  Scripture  texts  and  Divine  precepts  a^ord 
us  clear  aod  pUm  warrant  to  make  an  open  appearatfce  and  ' 
declaration  for  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,.  and  for  his  troths  ^ 
and  ways  whcri  injured  ;  and  a^ainft  the  evils  and  corrup- 
tions of  the  times,  efpeciatly  when  they  are  dy owed  and 
infe^ious,  and  like  to  infc^  more  and  more. 

IL  Writing  and  leaving  a  tefticnony  behind  us  to  true 
religion,  and  againft  error  and  corruption,  is  neceffary  and 
ufeful  for  the  inftru6lion,  conviflion,  and  confirmation 
both  of  the  prefent  and  future  generations,  and  a  very 
proper  mean  for  handing  down  God's  truths  and  inftllu^ 
tioQS  pure  from  age  to  age  ^  which  is  a  debt  that  one  ge- 
neration awes  to  another,  as  God  declares  in  bis  word, 
Pfal.  Ixxviii.  5.  6^  7.  *  He  eftablifticd  a  teftlmony  in  Ja- 
cob, and  appointed  a  law  in  ifrael,  which  he  commanded  * 
our  fathers  that  they  ihould  make  them  known  to  their 
children  ^  that  the  generation  to  come  might  know  them, 
even  the  children  which  fhould  be  born,  who  (hoold  arife 
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iWeir  hope  in  Goi^  aad  not  &r^|  tkt  tiQttpafdF jQ6d«.  twft 
iipa  A^l  pir«iipe  thf  wor)i«  to  fMHHbk^r;8iid  ihaitt  4^)ate  tiif 

mg\n%  Ji09r*    And*  aoco^^^g  ^ to .  I^  r  «Iu  j  S.  ^  Opi% 

Spi^rks  of  ^if ce  «&d  iricr^y  ar«i  tp  hf  *  ilrit|f|i  |^^  thfigih 
wmi^t^  t0tOQme^  thai tiM.ptqf^Uw^i^kibCf  |l^ Jt>f ,iO|frea^^ 
OK^  pfnife  th^  L(Hrii.'  A^d  W«  9re  injointtdt  P$4<  ^«i& 
13.  to  »  ivuHc  a^ut  Zm^.  to  f«U  tiijr  t«i««i!l».  msK)L  i»ji« 
b^lwatkt  ^d>Ji^$,'  yiiz*  itbii  inftftulipilf  «ifd  -pf^mf^^ 
of  th«  i^el-cbureb, '  thti  w0  i$k9iy  (bf^  t)>eBl  t^Mhc^ig^i^^ 
Uf,i<m  fo^wb^.V  Ab4  w9^%feip{>oii^ted«.£i^k9  xUiU  i4« 
to  *  (btw  to  tb9  b9M&  ol  Uriid  ll^  {orm  a«d  ii^(hi9ft  ^1 
th(t  b6ii(9  pf ,  Qod,,  witb..  tbc  ^rdiaa^f  «$  oad  ^fevfl .  %bM^lrf| 
«id  tp  writ^Jt  in  tMr  ^dghlt  tb»t  lk9f  la^.k^p  lbt|| 
smd.  do  ilkBm«l  AU  tb^  do  fkmlf  iemQtkf^m^p  <««« 
Scrifi^wH^  ffoitaot  h$  leaving  Tacb  i»(itt«Qi  u^uioigif)^  b^ 

11 L ;  W^italg  a»d  tm^im  £^tblal  t^jfitmdMs^ibgr  Gim| 
«»d  ibif  >^y»«  tS  i^fffary.  itnd  idafoomtf  ittpi^klly^  ^ 
titMs  oC^icuffMptios  axld  b^ebftidiR^  eiie»  wben  tm^-ulU 
gifn  itiini4faiiifc«r#  U fwcb  tisbea  Qbria  dotb  ki#dl/  a^^fH 
ivsAit^^m»  ^ftm  ^  9Qnh§dz  «l  bim'  4»i  Im  Vn^ 
bf fofc^  moi  >R«iP.  iu  9*  Mfttlb«  <•  32.  And^^bn^tbe  Qt%tM 
Jipd»  Ijfi^  :ftt0elt.tbrc»ttffi$  our  4toQB}via^  jit  ^rr^  %^d  im^ 
fmfi,  utd  nOI  bfifiios  t^pgiQi^^y  m^h^  tb^|9  vrbfto'  ihtji 
>  obotttid,  Kt^  iu44« «|.  16*  ^w#  is  not  the  b^ckdiditig^ 
d«^m»dii«h  Wftjifo  a.|p«Pfejr^a<bii  &»,  fudb  offfp  c6Sfi 
£afi«MtD^£iilbftil  teffimOnici*  ^bon  enc««..of  all  kiiidi 
flse  t&)«raie»  ap{Hr0f«h  i^iitb^  ace  xuq  dowi^  ttni-  mznihii 
cArmftiMkipKtYmU  Ui  tbo  dUboiiout  d{  Cod  iMad  our  boif 
tdigioa  $  and  Wb«Q  s^ppiip«(itoo»  to  JqdicittQjiea  fof  r^dtefc 
ai«  naAicecfi^l  ^  Sptely  It  m^  be  io  fiich  a  tiaae  M  ibis, 
tbH  God  ealh  bis  ieTvaitls  i#d  wi^iiitSeft.  to  *  nfeiif  for 
hiiD^bjf^tbfiil' lei|iind|^i!rt)  agmpff  tb*.  evil*d6er«,  ajpd 
ftand  u^  &ir  bim  ogainft  tbe.  workers  of  iotquutj/  P£rU 
xcir.  16, 

.^ObjiBk  Sosae •  pefbapt'  inrUi  jjqr^  Tbe  eosmptioar  9iid 
grtev»iicc9  of  tbctiaai^  arenot  (b  great  |is  fonie  ar^  lOfdjF 
to  make  Uku.' 

^n/  No  doubt  feme  dp(»  aggravate  tbfi«  bejraad  .wbat  it. 
tape  ;and|uil.  \  But^  tf  wtet  tbefe  fay  be  fad,  wb9^ix&  t# 
fpeafe  wkbtn  boimd««  mi.  1^  Tbal  o  fpitit  o£  infidelity 
and  err0f  pfiS^  pravails  in  tbo  l»tdy  ^nd.opet^atta^ 

'    t    ^  tit 


ift  tiiyf^iij^'thf  Wly  'AdfHpffitrtr  lli4*  Ac  ^hUftiftii  H& 
fij^B^*  ^.\Tft4t  «  ftce  lol«r*t{mi  b  giv^A  t»  all  kiiidt  ^1 

#MMii  inte  fp^esAih^  more  and  tnoirv.  |^.  Th^  {fOidty  pi 
Ibe  clergy  bre4bfp^d  ^f,  And  dianjf^d  toon  tkm  hfS^ 
isi^ty^  ioi  duly  Witb  IsofeofeA  and  imaifMiIilkto  in  AiHy 
kt^V  ^^  ^l^  ^^  hxttefi  Hhd  ttnfo«iiflndl  in  Hitif'pttnei-' 
j^f  aMfoaie  of  tkcfe  *nr  «lkm«d  to  fxilMs  emipttilr 
|k^l|i  i«  eotieg«s^  and  cv«\0  taaoh  4i¥iaity,  atid  train  i^ 

We  no  rtf|(atd  to  aa  7th  if«16>ly  1756,  whK  f4fytlA  t4 
itViiig^ibtl  fiNadil ng,  tot '  taktf  «p  'witli  )^giil '  de£^f nt ^ 
iftd  m  Ibit  of  beathcnidi  morality,  hiftead  of  fiteadiiii^' 
CE»fft  %o€mietf,*wikkk  ought  to  be  ttiefoain  builneft  '^ 
#rery  ^d^lttlniftcr.     5«  Tbat'iBany  of  them  gite  grofb 
fiiaboHige«lcili  to  pafi^ooage,  that  woAil  i^fuYpation '  oi^^f 
dlnS  etttveb  ol' G6d,  wli^n  they  iii€ vad^r  ivo  nace^  Iroii^ 
tkc  law  to  do  it.     6.  That  groTs  intrufiom  are  eoat&tiiie^^ 
likpoA  CtlriiH#ll  Wfigrttgatiokn y  ^bo«ri^  ^ftf by  spoiled  ^  ojf  * 
lllci>  tt|;lit-to  oM  tbaif  4wn  i^ftoravoniitftrf  to  tba  %di# 
^f'  CM^'aad  tnt  known  firineifUa.'  7,  Tlma  ih«ire  aro? 
io0iftoll  itiifcafo«abla  dJvifioos^  iH  groundtd'^niid'tkiiicaip^^ 
Inral  f«ptfrali*n<»  mtski^g  Ibaod  and  ffo^  Preftj^wfiai^l 
^ontimry  t4  CUnlt^  royal  law  of  teva^  and^  precepty  iif 
^•ktBo^g  the  nin»ky  of  tko  S<pifh  bi'tbe  bond  df^j^en^^ 
t.  ThM  there  ar%  Hfsifiga  lib^rtfea  tak««  l^|r  knmy  (of. 
#hOin  betfer  thinga  might  have  betti  trnfektS)  in  mk 
pfoatshktff  the  ^ork  of  God't  hfi^  Sfhk,  in  ttmk^tnngl 
convheing^,  and  bringing  \^  BnncH  boitte^  to  <hnBic& 
^.  That  the  UpMbe^alckffgy  are  ferfaking  the  9toefl|iat 
Aml^,-Hekittg  up  old  Ft(f^  etrtfrs  ithd  (a^fSlhm^  wktclr 
iheli'^fa^fa  eaft  iHitj   and  flidiftg    gradtia|lf  badk  » 
Ipiin  eO'Rotte.     Now,  if  thefe  f  hings  be  titNT  (at  many  ijt^ 
Ibdge  witb  too  moeb  ground)  Chrtft's  wttoeffi^s  have  tf 
pfain  tM  from  him  to  ftand^  tip  againA  thefe  defe^btoes  by;| 
faitbfiil  teHMnonies,  and  t<^  give  ^oe  wardilg  of  the  evil 
and  danger  of  tfoem  before  it  be  too  late. 
'•  iV.  A  ti^ntten  fuhibnbed  tdiiaaony  feeaat  neceffiry  Jn 
obedienoe  to  the  Ninth  Comsfaniknent,  for  preferring  and 
clearing  th^  namea  and  ekara^kerl  of  honeft  mhliileis  andL 
elden,  in  flmet  c^  d^fa^ion,  and  for  viodiea^ing  thetn  from 
the  eoAmon  ehUrge  of  the  corrupti^ni  and  wfsong  ftep4 
of  tbe  foeietles  whe^of  they  »re  membeM.     At  they  are 
ofiieft  loadiff  nijtiftly  with  tbcfe  t¥t%  h  their  gmng  n 
Tt  2  fabfcriberf 


.  hlfclipLpg;  of  their  inemori^^  wJi^b  dead,  afid>AU(>itp  Tsbekl 

Ijb^^i  ^vic^Jqw^fd  pf«cfi  v^hcp  dying*  i  Whwcfone,  *»?tny 

,^  Jbt;K[»hl.e,o9i<iMo^«  tb«>ciall  fe«jns  to  be:|>r!euy  iplcar  Ki  tbem 

\j;who  f^efii^e  to  W>^  fk^iv  garment  unfptoned^ii^jiQ  baii^he 

^.w(^ri,pflfu^  thm  tur9  ^tde^ihat  it  may. not  cUov^  tojh^m^ 

^d,wlia,v^<2tuld  ^rol^Iai  their  naines  to  poft^rky  a»;  wit- 

rffff^.foj:  God  in  iin  «i!il  tiroe,  to  declaire  ^beir  :«iinds,  -by 

Joinipg  in  (iicht.a  t^flipdony  as  this,  and:  ^herfibjr  ctxaner 

.their  cq^icie^ces  with  reiged.to  tite  backiUdiiig  and  de- 

^fitipt\s, under,  which  they  have,  been  loQg.grpaoidg*  And 

^hatfoever  their  hand  finds  to  do  in  this  mattejo,  .it  is  fit 

tjiejf  49l^t  vi,ithqut.)of$  of  <ijne^  fe^fiDg  thjcirjftatediiig  is  fo 

,   flipRery^eveiryjday  upon  the  brink  of .  the  gr^yitw.  .    > 

,(    ,V.  Emitting  t^flimp|iie^si^tif]|ie  of  .defeSion^^hlTcea 

the  ap^roven  pradlice  of  God's  worthies  in  {oirmfir!  times. 

Tt^cy  judged, their  giving  written  teilimoQie&.agaiiiftgrow- 

ipg,  ^riqr»  andxorrup^ipiafy  to  be^the  liftijig  op  a  banoffrlor 

trpt^^^and  th^  pf<^p^r  .means  to  Aop^  the  ^i^f^ot  4)f  defecf 

tloTi,  3 Lid  lo  txQite  and 4),lead. with  theit  Mother  tojuferhcr 

bcft  endtavtJurii  for, that  jeffs!^;^  , We  ha?e  flill  eatemi  iiich 

faiihfui  teiUtnonieagiv^^^by  liin^ry  miniftec< is  tbe^ytfart 

1^58  and  163 9s  wihf i|  a  toferiatiiwi  wa^  graitfied  }by  law  to 

the  rcdiine&  and  cj^roxswhicb  then  prevailed  j  ^ndiiamely; 

til  at  lamot^v  lel^fi^ny  drawn  up  againft.  theib.  trrpr*,  i  and 

.  to  the  dodnaCf  worH^ip).  di£:ipline,  and  govemtiieAt.  of 

tills  churcb,  fiibijcribpd;  by  M.r  Safnu.el  ^Ru^herfoxd^  Mr 

jaincs  Wedderbuin,.,^r  JapafS  <puthne,i  Mr  Alcxnndex 

Moncrieff,  Mr  ThprnasLundie,  and  many  Others^     like- 

vfiffi  a  itftiiuony  againft:  tckration  by  the  pr«fbytery  of 

Edi^bui|;h,    uh  O^C'ber  1659,     One  by  the .nxinifters  of 

Lanciifliire,  3d  March;4,648,     One  by.  Mr.  Qeorge  Gil- 

kfpie,  r wo  ds)fs  before  his  deat^h.     One  by  Uie  miffHAera 

of  Lon(Jon,   14th  December  1647.     One  by  Mr  Rulher- 

ford  on,  his  de^th-bcd,  February  1661  •  One  by  Dr  Hor- 

neck  againil  ilage-plays,.  &c.  ,  And,  Iqfily,  .What  ate. all 

tjie  dying  fpeechcs  which  our  martyrs  hav^elrft  -written 

behind,  theip,  but  fo  mai>y  t^i|n<>ttie».  Ito  ^he  truths  and 

ways  of  Godf  and  agai^d  ^e. errors  and.  corfuptioos  of^ 

their, time*.  ?     And  th^fc  tciHmpDies  how.cycr  jawch  dc- 

f|>i(ed  by  the  world,  God  hath  bleffe.d  a$  means ; for  con- 

tipuing  truth  and  .go&ei  purity.aq»oag  us,  to  this  day, 

4nd  who  knows  but  t^^  TefliHa^py  n^w  cffi^^d,  ifl  imir 

tation 
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.  tttitttiv(»ftht  fdre&id  w^iitthies,  maylfkewife  Be  t^TiftCor 
-|M*ferv!i>j|j  tmtb,  andcxcitinjE^  refonniattdft,  wbeirmrany  of 
dRipr«feftt*backflUing  getteratiofi  are  hid  in  tlie  dtsft  f  A 
•new  MrH'of  nffairs,  an^  fijeiierar revival,  may  yetcotnc: 
O'h^  LoM  Wmfelf  haitco  it !)  Now  it  ^ill  be  ht^%\f 
Arfiefiil^At  IbeK  a-ttmei  fdr  tfief^ene ration  to  know  Tome* 
tbln^g  of'the'feniiraents  and  pra^lces  of  ancient  wreftlcri  , 
-agaittfV -cOrtruptiwn.  Were  there  i!o!teftirnoti?6»'of  tbis 
•ki<u);  both'ihe  knowledge  of  truth,  and  the  (Vtife  of  duty 
and  of  fin,  in  fendry  cafes,  would  be  loft  toihetifin;;  aqjcs, 
lofraMis  Iwthom  we  of  the  ptefcnt  a^e  arc  indifpctxfibly 
bound  to  <kft  akindand  faltht'ul  piirr,  vt'at.  to  ^tife  them  jfaSt 
iafarmactfoti. 

OhJ&fi,  Its  flnay  be  alleg;cd,  "  That  the  &\fS^U  a^id 
contpodiiT^^^s  of  honcft  tnirtiltcis,  recorded  in  tke  boc^ks  of 
iynddsand  preibyterits,  and  other  judicatories^  are  fulii- 
CMlit  torinlbrm  after  a^es.'* 

.  jt^/^  ThefeteitiiDontes  commonly  ly  dormant  m  charch- 
rccordt,  and  arc  little  known  in  the  world  :  and  fr^qoent- 
ly  «htfe  regifters  arc  quite  loft,  by  thtir  gctn^  from  band 
t3  hand,  or' by  tb«  dem-li  of  thdr  keeper*  5  wbfth  indeed 
•  i*  a  very,  great  lofs  to  after  ages.  •  Were  all  the  tcftimo- 
iiits  'ol  nihiftcrs  aod  judici^tt>rie%  relating  to  pstronaget 
aad'atceptivg  of  prefentation«,  pubHftied,  tbcy  ttiigbr  be  of 
very  great  ufe  ;  and  particnlaf  ly  the  afts  of  fynods  there, 
anent^  mentioned  p.  54.  of  the  Teftimony-  '  ITttrf/nod* 
of  Abeftieen,  Rof«,  Angus,  Perth,  Fife,  8tc.  they  made 
aAs^af  that  kind,  feverals  of  which  1  have  fcen,  which 
vwlltieicrve  to  be  pablifhed^  The  fubftance  of  them  be- 
lief, compftrbendcd  in  the  aft'of  tbe  fynod  of  Fife,  1  iliall 
infert  it  here. 

'  **  At  Coupar,  April  2d  17^5-  The  fynod  of  Fife  tak- 
ixfg  into  their  fcrious  coofideration,  that  patromgec,  with 
po«r^r  of  prcfenting  men  to  take  the  over  light  ot  fouU,  !< 
a  matiifeft  encroachment  upon  the  rights  and  libercie^  of 
tbe  church  of  Chrift^  whieh  the  judicatories  and  faithful 
members  of  this  cbureh  from  iia  reformation  have  always 
complained  of^  and  flruggied  a;;arnA,  as  what  deprives 
Cbsiftiin  congregations  of  that  intcrell  they  ought  to  bave 
in  ^aUiag- their  own  p«i)ors,  and  which  is  claimed  and 
afierted  by  the  aflemblies  ,of  this  church  :  And  further 
confidering,  that  fome  do  accept  of  prtfentations  bcf jre 
any  cafll  from  the  -iracant  congregations  and  without  the 
advice  and  conftnt  of  the  preibytery  of  the  bounds,  and 
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fi^otl  tl^^t  he  brcn£;lit  upon  a  V90t\d  of  iirusers  at  onrr* 
The  accepter  makes  fiiiTife.'f  dirc£lly  a  partncf  with  the. 
.  pMron  in  his  iinful  uforpation  over  the  church  of  Goii, 
stnd  becomes  in  fome  terpe£ls  more  guilty  than  he  ;  as  is 
evident  from  the  Tcflimony,  p.  ^r.^and  52;  Now,  if  this 
pra£lice  be  finful  (as  certainly  it  is)  the  commonnefs  of 
h  y-ill  not  at  all  luofe  us  from  obediepcc  to  God's  com- 
mand, that  injoiiis  us  to  **  hsite  and  abhor  that  vrhich  is 
evil,*'  and  as  God's  .tvhntffes  to  bear  ouf  tcflimony  fgainft 
ft.  •  Sorely  the  coromonn^fs  of  ^his  evil  is  one  ground,  of 
the  Lord's  controvcrfy  with  this  church  and  laud,  for 
^hicb  ^ve  ought  to  fafc  and  mourn.  « 

^.  As  to  the  church's  conniving  at  ihefe  acceptances^ 
J  heartily  bewail  it  :  Ahss  !  the  fear  of  men  hath  brought 
them  into  this  fnare,  as  w  obfcrvcd  in  the  Tcftitnont, 
p.  5f.  But,  whatever  be  the  temptation,  the  woid  of- 
Gcd  holds  it  as  a  fin-  in  any  church  to  bear  with  thofe  who 
are  evil,  or  do  evil,  without  duly  tcftifying  again  ft  the- 
cvil»  yeai  and  eenfaring  ihofc  who  ate  impenitent  and  ob« 
Ainatejn  an  evil  courfe.  Wherefore  I  am  afraid  th?t  our 
kecptng  filence  fo  much  at  this  finful  connivance^  B137 
come  to  involve  us  ihtathe  guilt  of  it.  O  what  need  have 
tre  to  be  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  this  and  vOther  lhort*« 
comings,  and  to  cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  '  Who  can  under- 
fland  his  errors  ?  Cleanf^  thou  me  from  fecTtt  faults.* 
May  the  Lord  bring  the  v hole  church,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  it,  to  a  fer.fe  of  what  is  fin,  and  what  is  duty,  in 
this  matter  I  As  for  m^  part,  I  muil  declare  ray  opinion^ 
That  all  thcfe  who  &re  erroneous,  immoral^  intruders,  fup- 
pcrtcrs  of  pattcnsgc,  and  fpoilers  of  Chriftian-congrega- 
tivns  of  the  rights  which  Chriil  hath  purchafed  for  them, 
cught  to  be  teftified  againft,  and  dealt  with  to  bring  them  ^ 
40  repentance  ;  and,  ii  they  remain  impenitent  and  oblii- 
|)pte>  they  oiit;ht  to  be  purged  out  of  the  church.  And, 
if  they  Aili  be  connived  at  in  the  church,  notwithfianding 
of  impciiittnce,  I  cannot  but  look  upon  the  fucicty  ?a: 
dangerous,  inft^tious  and  hurtful.  Likewife  I  rouft  own,, 
that  the  word  of  God  makes  it  the  duty  of  thofe  who 
wiould  keep  their  garments  clean,  to  mark  them,  avoid 
them,  Rnd  tiirn  away  from  them,  at  Iraft  as  to  intimate 
feilov^ihip  ard  familiarity  ;  for,  if  we  ihould  continue  fa- 
miliar with  them,  we  will  be  ready  .to  lofe  that  abhorrence 
of  their  evil  courfes  which  God  commands,  »nd.  alfo  to 
tncourpge  and  harden  them  in  them.     Wherefore  it  feems- 

necdfwi 
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T^ttAi^  fqr  thofe  wl^o  would  keep  ^onfci^nce  pur^  -vrllile 
%ttefidi9gjudic9torie^  >where  fuch  membecs  are,:  tb«t  thej 
prqUft.  or  declare  tbat  tbeir  prefence  iwith  tlitfni  ought  not 
to  be  con  ft  runted  as  giving  any  fort  of  c^untenaRCe  or  en- 
QOVK^^emeqt  ,to  their,  evil  courfes,  but  rather  as  de%Md 
to  teflifj  agauift  then),  Hop  and  pteveut  them,  and  t(^  eiu 
cite  ajjid  promote  refbrmati9n  as  much  as  in  their  power, 
\  j  naake  no  qoefliion  but  fundry  will  be  offended  with 
thfi  plain  dealing,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  would  fain  b* 
'  a^  e^fe  in  Zion,^  tliough  in  a  time  of  grievous  provoca- 
tions and  backdidioj^s,  ?nd  of  the  Lord*s  judgments  bt>th 
infli^led'  and  impending  :  but,  if  I  know  my  own  heArt,  it? 
is  truly  c;onfcience  not  humour,,  love  to  the  church  not 
hatred,  that  prompt  me  to  this  plainnefs.  I.  fee  tm  wxf 
to  Rut  an-e.nd  to  the  Lord's  controverfy  with  us  hut  by  a 
Sn^er^  turning  tQ  God  in  Chrift,.  Ln  the  way  of  faith,  re- 
pentance aipd  c^fotmation.  Now,  if  we  would  behave  ai> 
tru^e  peBitents,  and  make  peace  with  an  offended  God,  we 
inuil  fall  in  wit&  the  revealed  will  of  God  in  every  thing : 
yre  muil  be  (o  far  from  pleading  for  fin,  bearing  with  or  opo* 
^ivin^at  it.^,  that  we  muft  forf9k^  (in,  yea^  hate. and  abhox 
wh%t  isevili,  reprove  the  works  of  darknejs,  and  haite  ao 
fellqwlhip.  with  them%  This  being  the  expjrefs  will  of 
God  to  us,  how  can  we  thfnk  he  will,  be  at  peace  with  us^ 
untii  we  ^ncerely  ihU  in  with  k !  I  acknowledge  it  is;  not 
eafytakeep  up  the.  imprefiions  of  fio's  evil,  end  adui^abo 
horrence  of  it,  when  fin  turns  common  and  faihionable  ^  it 
is  not  eaiy  to  ke;ep  clean  garments,  when  the  eXamplcs.ol 
fin  are  always  Ipdoxe  our  eyes,  and  efpecially  when  we  fee  : 
thofe  who  are  reputed  pious  drawn  into  it.:  but  tbefe 
things  (hould  weigh  but  tittle  with  us,  when, we  feo  it  h 
the  fxgrefs  will  of  God,  that  they  *  who  bear  the  veiffels 
of  the  Lord  mud  be  dean,  muft  keep  tbemfelves  pure,* 
and  not. fo  much  as  *  touch  the  unclean  things'  and  thofe 
who  would  take  the  kingdom,  muH  do  violence  to  their 
carnal  eafe  and  inteteft,  when  they  interfere  with  the  will 
and  glory  of  God-  Thefe  confiderationa  have  moved  me 
to  ufe  this  plainnefs,  and  to  join  in  tht  following  Telli- 
mony  againft  iin  -,  and  that  not  only  to  keep  myfeif  pure, 
but;  alfb  to  prefetve  others,  if  poHiUq,  frona  the  prevailing 
fins  and  evih  pf  the.  day,  which  are  more  infe&tous  aivd. 
daiigerous  than  any  plague  whatfomever :  and  this  I  think 
is  the  greated  ad  of  chaxlty  that  can  be  done  to  the  pf^e« 
cious  fouls  of  men. 
YQt.  lY.  B  u  -  The 
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The  common  ObjeQion  againft  emitting  tliis  or  tlie  like 
Teftimony  is,  *  That  it  may  have  bad  confcquences.  make 
new  divifions  and  difiinftions  in  the  church,  give  advan« 
tage  to  her  adverfaries,'  8^c. 

Apf,  i«  The  fubfcribers  of  this  Teftimony  teftify  againft 
'  the  ill  grounded  diyiiions  and  unfcriptural  feparationi  a- 
nong  Prcfbytcrians  which  now  prevail  \  and  they  defign 
not  to  alter  their  refpe£ls  or  condud  towards  other  godly 
ininifters,  who  may  not  be  clear  about  every  thing  con« 
tained  in  this  Teitimony,  feeing  they  never  intended  it  as 
the  badge  of  a  party,  or  a  term  of  communion  either  mi« 
nifterial  or  Chriftian,  but  only  to  be  an  exoneration  to 
confcience,  a  witnefi  againft  corruption,  and  a  prompter 
to  reformation. 

2.  This  argiiment,  taken  from  the  fear  of  divifion, 
jlrikes  c<|ually  againfl  all  teftimonies  ^hatfoever,  againft 
thofe  emitted  by  our  antient  worthies  in  times  of  defec- 
tion,  againft  the  reprefentation  of  the  42  minifters  in  the 
year  1732^  and  againil  all  diffents.and  protcdations  in  ju- 
dicatories :  for  it  may  be  pretended,  that  thefe  teftimonies 
or  public  appearances  tend  alfo  to  make  divifions  in  the 
church :  n^y*  the  fame  argument  may  be  made  ufe  of  a« 
gatnft  our  giving  a  tcftimony  againft  Prelaeyy  or  the  £ng- 
liih  fervice,  or  any  grofs  error,  were  they  coming  into  the 
church. 

3.  We  muft  not  negle{|  prefent  duty  for  fear  of  b^d  confe* 
quences  which  poflibly  may  never  happen  \  efpecially  when 
we  evidently  fee  that  the  negleft  will  have  far  worfe  con« 
icquences,  Jn  my  view,  by  our  omitting  to  give*  a  tefti- 
inony  againft  error  and  corruption,  when  i^  is  called  for, 
and  all  to  prevent  the  evil  of  divifion  which  is  uncertain  % 
we  bring  on  evils  far  greater  and  more  certain,  vix.  *  the 
lofs  of  truth  and  purity,  and  the  {inful  negle$  of  dut},* 
%oth  to  Qod,  and  the  generations  prefent  and  to  come^ 
We  iee  that  great  man,  Luther^  reckoned  the  I06  of  'afty 
of  God^s  truths  to  be  the  greateft  of  evils  \  Ruat  coeIun% 
(faid  he)  fiotius  quam  una  mica  veriiatis  pereat.  And  holy 
X>avid  fays^  Pfal.  c^ix.^72,  *  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  bet-^ 
ter  to  v^t  than  thou&nds  of  gold  and  Qlver^* 

4*  We  ought  to  obferve  the  order  laid  down  in  that 
Divine  precept,  £zek,  viii«  19.  ^  Love  the  truth  and 
\m.  ice  '^  where  the  Spirit  of  God  gives  tryth  to  the  prece* 
dence  of  peace.  Peace  indeed  is  a  thing  very  lovely  in 
itf^Ui  but  truth  is  ier  tmx^  i^miable  and  precious,  and  muft 


%tvtt  be  facrtficed  to  preferve  peace.  Union  or  peace  is 
no  real  bleflins:  to  a  church,  if  (he  be  in  a  flate  of  luke« 
varmnefsy  or  iliding  back  into  corruption  or  error.  Peace^ 
in  fttch  a  ftate,  is  rather  a  judgment  than  a  mercy.  * 

5.  A  mod  lamentable  diviiion  and  fchifm  broke  in  a* 
mongft  us  a  few  years  ago,  when  no  teftimuny  was  in  the 
field.  Nay,  in  all  probability,  if  a  free  and  faithfuf  tefti- 
mony  had  been  effayed  by  a  great  body  of  minifters  fome- 
time  before  it  happened,  inllead  of  making  a  fchifm,  it  had 
prevented  one,  and  might  alfo  haye  ilopt  judicatories  from 
going  fuch  lengths  as  they  have  dotie. 

6.  As  to  adverfaries  getting  advantage  by  this  Tefti- 
mony  \  the  fubfcribers,  as  they  had  no  fuch  view,  fo  they 
exped  no  fuch  event,  but  rather  the  contrary,  viz.  that 
they  will  lofe  by  it.  But,  whatever  happen,  if  truth  and 
holinefs  get  any  advantage  by  it,  as  is  honeftly  deiigned  } ' 
that  gain  will  countervail  any  other  damage. 

But  it  is  in  vain  to  multiply  anfwers  to  fome,  who  will 
by  no  arguments  be  reconciled  to  a  fair  and  honeft  teili* 
znony  to  truth,  when  the  dream  of  oppoiition  is  ftrong  a« 
gainfl  it.  I  now  fee,  by  the  difcouragements  I  have  met 
with  in  this  attempt,  that  thofc  who  will  be  faithful  to  the 
truth,  mull  be  valiant  for  it  alfo,  and  not  daunted  by  the 
fear  or  faces,  power  or  numbers  of  thofe  who  oppofe  it, 
or  who  ihifc  appearing  for  it.  It  is  one  of  the  chara£lers 
of  God's  fervants,  which  he  takes  pleafure  in,  to  be 
valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth,  especially  when  it  it 
run  down,  Jer.  ix.  3.  And  indeed  it  is  fometimes  run 
down  with  such  violence,  that  there  is  no  lifting  ijfp  a  tef* 
timony  for  it,  without  fomething  of  this  chriftiian  valour. 
It  is  truely  aftifting  to^  me,  to  find  that  there  are  fo  man/ 
of  my  brethren  whom  I  love  and  edeem,  who  privately 
own  they  are  of  the  fame  mind  with  the  following  Tefti* 
mony,  concerning  the  defedioni  and  corruptions  of  the 
times,  and  yet  have  not  the  refolution  to  declare  this  un« 
der  their  hanc(  to  the  world.  1  would  be  very  loth  to  fay 
they  are  of  thofe  whom  the  Scripture  calls  the  FsAnrffL^ 
becaufe  of  the  fociety  1  fee  them  clafied  with.  Rev.  xxi* 
8.  But  I  have  freedom  to  fa v,  that  the  prefent  dangerous 
date  of  this  church,  of  the  truths  of  God,  and  true  Chrtl^ 
tianity^  in  this  day  of  backlliding;,  iS  fuch,  asrelluires  more 
Courage  and  refolution  for  preferving  true  religion,  and 
reviving  a  work  of  reformation,  than  what  the  moft  part 
of  good  men  appear  at  this  time  to  be  poflefiMr  <A>  May 
U  u  a  the 


the  Lord  himfelf  fpuit  aiuf  qualify  Men  for  Ui  own 
work ! 

As  I  join  witb  the  Tefitmony.  in  other  thinj^i,  fc ,  elpe« 
cially  in  the  humble  Tieadiags  with  our  MoAiT^  witll 
which  it  concludes  J  intreating  that  (he  would  call  aR  ranks 
to  lay  to  heart  the  fins  abounding,  and  the  judgments  im« 
pcndiflg,  and  to  fet  about  extraordinary  failing,  bumtilU* 
tion^  prayer,  repentance,  and  reformation •  ^Tlie  prefent; 
dangerous  fituation  thefe  nations  are  in  from  the  combif^^ 
tiqn  of  cruel  Popi(h  adverfaries,  who  have  deHrojred  other 
FrotcAant  churches,  and  multitudes  of  their  fenowtrea-' 
tures,  doth  loudly  call  upon  us  to  thefe  duties.  Very 
lately  we  were  like  to  have  been  furprifed  with  a  formidable 
invafion  from  France,  when  unprovided  for  it  \  but  the 
Lord  of  hods,  in  his  allonKhing  mercy,  pitied  our  naked, 
dcfencelefs  condition,  (lept  in  himfelf,  and  fought  for  us  | 
be  caufed  his  winds  and  Hormy  feas  to  oppofe  the  enciny, 
and  da(h  roany  of  them  in  pieces,  and  fo  brake  the  attempt 
for  that  time :  Surely  our  deliverance  about  the  end  of 
February  lafl  1744,  by  God^s  own  Immediate  hand,  toge* 
ther  with  ethers  af  the  fame  kind,  (hould  not  be  forgot  by 
us.  But  though  he  hath  hereby  allowed  us  a  further 
breathing  time,  and  fpace  to  repent,  our  danger  rs  not 
over  :  for  now  France  as  welt  as  Spain  have  declared  wat 
a^ainf!  us.  Now  the  *  kings  of  the  earth  do  fet  them- 
felves,  and  the  princes  take  counfel  together,  againfi  the 
Lord,^  and  thefe  Proteilant  Datlons.  Now  tkere  is  a  more 
formidable  conjundion  of  Poplfh  powers  againfi  us  than 
ever  we  faw  before.  Now  France,  Spain,  Rome,  Naple^^ 
Sicily,  &c.  thefe  cruel  and  bloody  nation*,  feem  all  to  be 
combined  againd  our  Froteflant  king,  and  his  royal  fa- 
mily (whom  God  long  preferve)  (eeking  and  plotting 
how  to  deflroy  them,  together  with  our  religion,  laws, 
and  libexties  \  and,  inftead  thereof,  to  fet  up  among  us  a 
pQp](b  Pretender,  an  arbitrary  government,  and  a  blaf- 
phemous,  idolatrous,  and  bloody  religion^  And  may  not 
.  the  numerous  hofls  of  lhe&  nations,  and  the  cruelty  of 
a  Fopifh  party,  wherever  they  get  the  upper  hand  of  Fro- 
teDants,  as  ipantfeded  in  the  dreadful  burnings  in  queea 
Mary^s  rei«n,pthe  inquifition  in  Spain  and  Italy,  the  maf* 
facres  in  Ireland,  in  Paris,  and  other  towns  of  France  j  1 
fay,  may  not  thefe  alarm  us,  and  fufEciently  convkicC  us 
of  Qur  danger, .  if  the  Lord  permit  them,  for  our  ftns,  to 
plot  and  cffcSuate  a  new  invafion  upon  us  \  Thefe  days 

wherein 


iPilieretii  we  five,  are  ftirely  perilous  times  upon  faiklry  te* 
cottntt,  titti  cstU  tts  not  only  to  join  tn  fervent  prayer  to 
God  for  mercy  and  help  for  Chrift^s  fiike,  snd  to  be  decp« 
fy  humbled  for^  and  to  monrn  over,  the  procuring^  cattfet 
of  God  s  wrath  \  bnt  alfo  to  beat  free  and  open  teftimonf 
againft  thtfe  evils  which  are  the  Achans  tn  oar  camp,  and 
Jonahs  under  deck,  that  rarfe  fuch  terrible  ftorms  agaiinil 
this  poor  church  and  land.  It  cannot  but  make  deep  in* 
firefRon,  when  fometimes  we  call  to  mind  the  fore> though tl 
and  prediftions  of  feveral  ef  God's  worthies  in  this  land> 
from  fcaffolds,  and  alfo  from  the  pulpit  and  prefs,  that 
'  God  would  at  length  proceed  to  terrible  judgments,,  in 
refentment  of  his  controverfy  with  covenant-breaking 
Scotland,  before  the  return  of  his  wonted  glory  and  pre- 
fence  in  the  fanduary  \  yea,  that  our  land  (hould  be  made 
to  fwim  with  blood  for  the  blood  of  God's  laints  that  hath 
been  (hed  therein.*'  Now,  the  oftener  that  God  delivers 
us  from  FopiQi  enemies,  and  the  longer  we  unthankfuUy 
abufe  and  midmprove  God's  mercies  and  deliverances,  our 
guilt  and  danger  dill  become  the  greater.  As  the  cup  of 
our  inquity  fills  up,  fo  doth  the  cup  of  God's  wrath  pro*- 
portionabl^. 

Ought  not  then  thefe  awful  difpenfations  to  move  and 
quicken  us  to  a6t  a  faithful  part,  both  for  God's  glory  and 
our  own'fafety.  even  to  prfty,  diifent,  djcclare,  and  tedify 
againd  thcfe  evils  which  we  cannot  dop  ?  Were  we  helped 
to  do  this  fincerely,  we  might  hope,  through  our  Redeem- 
er's mediation,  that  they  would  not  be  charged  upon  us  in 
the  day  of  count  and  reckoning,  and  that  we  (hould  evea 
be  bid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger.  For  we  find*  the 
angel  of  the  covenant  doth  hold  the  winds,  until  the  ier- 
vants  of  the  living  God  be  fealed  for  prefervation  in  a  time 
of  danger :  nay,  ^n  upright  witnefling  remnant  might, 
through  Divine  mercy,  be  the  happy  means  of  preferving 
the  whole  land  from  the  invailon  of  cruel  and  bloody  ene- 
mies, and  of  getting  the  poor  decayed  church  of  Scotland 
intereded  in  that  promife,  Jer  xxx.  ii.  *  I  am  with  thee, 
to  fave  thee :  and  though  I  make  a  full  end  of  all  nations 
about  thee,  yet  will  i  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee  >  but  £ 
will  corred  thee  in  meafure,  and  not  leave  thte  altogether 
vnpuniihed.*  May  the  Lord  himfelf  dire6l  minidcrs  and 
t>thers  to  proper  raeafures  for  turning  away  the  fiercenefs 
of  God's  anger  from  us ;  and  open  the  eyes  of  men  to 
4ifcern  the  true  grounds  and  caufes  of  God's  conttoverly 

with 
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with  the  ttnd !  And  if  it  ihoald  pleafe  the  Lord  to  blc& 
the  folkmiag  teftimoay  iot-  promoting  thefe  ends  in  any 
meafure,  y^a,  though  it  were  but  to  convince  one  mini- 
Her  or  preacher  of  the  evil  of  intrufionst  of  fupporttng 
patronage,,  and  of  the  negled  of  preaching  Chriily  it 
would  contribute  to  fupport  me  under  all  the  ditcourage- 
ments  I  have  met  with  in  making  the  Eflay  to  lift  up  a 
tcfiimony  againil  thefe  evils*  That  the  mighty  Lord,  who 
can  accomplifh  great  things  by  fmall  means,  may  fucceed 
this  honeii  deflgOy  is  the  prayer  of 

JOHN  W^LLISON. 
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FAIR  AND  IMPARTIAL 

TESTIMONY, 


ZS8AYID  IW  NAMI   OP 


A  Namber  of  Ministers,  Eldehs,  and  Csrtstian  Psoftx 
.  of  the  CHuRiCH  of  Scotland,  &c. 


\  CCORDING  to  ancient  hiftorians ,  our  gracio^t 
Jl\^  God  was  pleafed  to  vifit  Scotland  very  early  with 
his  glorious  gofpel,  by  means  of  fome  preachers  and 
other  Chiiftians,  who  were  forced  to  flee  to  Scotland  to 
be  out  of  the  teach  of  Homan  cruelty  under  the  fecond 
pcrfecutiort  raifed  by  the  emperor  Domitian  about  the 
yeiar  of  our  Lord  95,  which  was  before  the  death  of  the 
apoftle  John  ;  where  they  propagated  the  knowledge  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  which  at  length  conquered  Pagan  darknefa 
and  idolatry  fo  far,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  third 
century,  about  the  year  203,  kin^  Donald  I.  did  public* 
Jy  prof cfs  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  5  and  he  himfelf,  his 
queen,  his  family,  and  divers  of  the  nobles,  were  folemn- 
ly  baptized.  After  which,  the  king  ufed  his  beft  en- 
deavours to  root  out  idolatry  and  heathenifti  fuperflition 
from  his  dominions,  and  to  fettle  a  gofpei  miniftry  in 
every  corner  thereof. 

But,  this  religious  king  being  much  hindered  in  his 
good  dcfigns  by  his  continual  wars  with  the  Romans 
under  the  emperor  Severus,  this  blcfl^d  work  was  after« 
wards  greatly  neglefted  by  following  princes  until  the 
reign  of  king  Crathilinth,  who  about  the  year  277  fet 
about  the  glorious  work  of  advancing  ChriftianVty  after 
the  example  of  king  Donald  the  firft  Chriftian  king,  but 
was  greatly  hindered  by  the  heathentfli  priefts  named 

Druids^ 
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Drnids,  called  fo  Tas  fomc  think)  bccaufe  of  tli^Jr  facrir 
ficifift  m  ^cv^  under  oaks.  1  hefe  id<>latri»^9  prieft^ 
had  got  great  irt^rrft  and  credit  among  the  people,  Jiy 
reaibn  of  the  r  fenfe-pleafing  worfhip,  and  of  their  having 
drawn  into  their  h  nds  the  determining  of  civil  affairs* ; 
wherrfcrc  the  people  rerkooed  thri»  fo  ncceff  ry,  that 
they  knew  not  how  to  live  without  them.  But  the  Lord 
in  mercy  feconded  the  intentions  of  tbc  good  king,  by 
feveral  worthy  men,  both  minifters  aAd  private  Chrif- 
tians,  from  the  fouth  parts  of  Britain^  and  other  parts  of 
the  Ron  an  empire,  who  were  obliged  to  Hee  in  the  time 
c^the  ninth  perfecution  under  Aureliut,  and  of  the  tenth 
under  Dioclcfian,  from  the  terrible  daughter  then  made 
among  the  Chriftians.  And  thefe  retiring  to  Scotland 
for  refuge,  as  others  had  done  long  before  them,  wcr& 
very  helpful  in  turning  the  people  from  idolatry. 
.  King  Crathilinth  finding  amocg  thefe  refugees  many 
ynen  of  eminent  piety  and  learning,  did  kindly  entertain 
thcm»  and  employ  them  in  oppofing  the  Dru'^dis^  and 
.  fuf t^er  fettling  of  Chriilianity  through  his  kingdom^ 
Thefe  holy  men  being  fettled  in  feveral  places  of  the 
laodji  and  choofing  retirement  from  all  civil  and  worldly 
fUFairSi  and  giving  up  themfelves  wholly  to  the  fervice 
of  God  in  the  minifterial  work,  were  called  Culdgts^  or 
Cuberu  Dei.  Thefe  Culdees,  through  the  divine  bleffing^ 
got  the  better  of  the  Druids,  and  were  great  inftruments 
of  advancing  true  piety  and  ChriCtianity  in  Scotland  \  fo 
that  "  from  thefe  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  were 
fongs  heard,  even  glory  to  Jefus  Cbrift  the  righteous :" 
and  thus  were  accompliihed  in  part  the  ancient  promifes 
made  to  our  Redeemer,  that  "  the  heathen  fhouid  be 
giveti  to  him  as  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft  parts 
of  the  earth  for  his  poiTeffion  \  that  tlie  ifles  fliould  Mrai( 
for  his  law,  and  their  kings  bring  pxefents  to  bim :  that  - 
he  ihouid  be  the  confidence  of  the  ends  of  the  earthy 
and  of  them  that  are  afar  off  upon  the  (ea.*' 
:  Thefe  blefled  inftruments,  the  Culd^es,  were  ftridl  . 
in  their  U^es,  and  in  governing  the  church  of  Chrift. 
They  allowed  no  higher  order  among  them  than  pref* 
byl^rs  or  parochial  bifiiops,  and  fo  continued  for  many 
yearsi  until  PaUadius  was  fi:iit  thither  by  popeCeleftine 

about 
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about  tJie  year  45 7^  who  by  his  fubtilc  infinuations  did 
gain  fo  far  upon  the  Ample  people,  as  to  bring  thern  to 
confent  to  a  change  of  the  government  of  the  church  in- 
to prelacy,  and  he  himfelf  became  the  chief  pretatCf  a- 
mong  them.  Both  the  hiftowans  of  our  own  and  othct 
nations,  fuch  as  Fordun,  Boethius>  John  Major,  Bucha« 
nan,  Sir  Thomas  Craig,  Profper,  Baronius,  Beda,  Baleus^ 
fire,  do  all  agree  that  the  Scots  for  feverai  hundred  yeari 
after  Chrift  were  taught  and  gorerned  by  pHefls  and 
monks  without  hiftops,  and  that  PalladiUs  was  the  firft 
bifhop  or  prelate  that  ever  Scotland  faw.  John  of  For- 
dun,  in  his  Scots  Chronicle,  iib,  j.  cap,  8  faith,  "  Before 
the  mcoming  of  FalfadiUs,  the  bcots  had  for  teachers  of 
rhe  faith,  and  miniftcrs  of  the  facranient^,  preibyter« 
^only,  or  monks,  following  the  rites  and  cUftoms  of  the 
pnmttivc  church.*^  And  who  queftioned  but  the  Scots 
were  as  fincere  Ghrtftians,  their  minifters  as  real  minif- 
ters,  and  their  facraments  as  true  facraments,  alt  the£? 
400  years,  as  they  were  in  aftcr-a<»cs  ?  Yea,  BaUus  in 
kisbii^ory  of  the  Bikairi-,  cetH.  14.  cap.  5.  faith  more, 
Antd.  PaiPadium  ^coii,  &c,  "  Before  Pailadius  came,  th« 
Scots  had  their  bilhopa  and  miniders,  according  to  the 
mtniHry  of  the  word  of  God,  chofen  by  the  fuffrage  of 
the  people,  after  the  cuftom  of  thofe  of  Afia  ;  but  thefe 
things  did  not  pleafe  the  Romans  who  hated  thie  AHa- 
tics/*.  So  that  we  fee  the  ancient  Scots  maintained 
;  prcfbytery,  without  cither  prefacyor  patronage,  till  the* 
Romans  or  church  of  Rome  introduced  both.  And  • 
furely  the  Scots  hare  ftiH  good  reafon  to  be  zealous  for 
their  ancient  church  government  and  privileges,  which 
they  long  enjoyed,  hi  oppofition  to  the  Roman  coriup- 
tit>ns. 

But  Palladius  having  go^  our  government  changed; 
and  ouracquintance  made  with  Rome,  then  the  n:Tiitrefs 
of  the  world,  the  church  fell  into  a  d«caying  condition, 
and  popifh  corruptions  increafed  more  anJ  more,  till  at 
kngth  giofs  darknefe  qverfprcad  this  whole  lawd,  as  well 
as  other  ttatioirs  -,  under  which  (he  lay  for  many  aget 
(for  wh'at  we  read)  until  &x  year  1494,'  in  the  reign  of 
king  James  IV.  when  the  Loliards  of  Kyle,  to  the  num- 
ber of  thirty  perfbnr/  were  fummoned  btfore  the  kin^ 
Vol.  IV.  X  X  and 
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and  his  council  for  holding  many  of  the  proteftant  ar« 
tides  of  faith,  though  they  were  difmifled  at  that  time. 
So  that  God'  had  his  witnefles  in  Scotland,  who  bore 
teftimoriy  to  his  truths,  agaiiift  the  errors  and  idolatries 
of  Rome,  even  in  the  darkeft  times. 

Not  many  years  after,  that  eminent  man,  Mr  Patrick 
Hamilton  abbot  of  Fern,  went  abroad  to  the  univerfity 
of  Wittcmberg,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  Lu- 
ther and  Melanchton,  and  made  great  progrefs  in  learn- 
ing and  in  knowledge  of  Chrift  ;  and,  being  filled  with 
zeal  to  propagate  the  fame  in  "his  native  country,  he  re- 
turned, and  openly  inveighed  againft  the  Romifti  errors 
and  corruptions,  upon  which  account  he  was  burnt  at 
St  Andrews  in  the  year  1527.  This,  by  the  wifdom  of 
Cod,  tended  much  to  the  fpreading  of  the  truth :  for 
many  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  this  burning,  came 
afterwards  to  the  knowledge  and  profeffion  of  the  truth ; 
fo  that  it  fpread  more  and  more  through  the  land,  in 
fpite  of  all  that  enemies  could  do  againft  it.  Likewife 
.  Paul  Craw  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  at  St  Andrews, 
in  the  year  143 1,  for  maintaining  the  do£lrine  of  John 
Wickliff  and  John  Hufs. 

It  is  moft  remakable,  that,  after  the  burning  of  Mr 
Hamilton,  the  favourers  of  the  truth  increafed  to  many 
thoufands  \  and  God  was  pleafed  to  raife  up  other  fa- 
mous inftruments  for  fpreading  the  light,  and  carrying 
on  his  work ;  fuch  as  Mcffrs  George  Wifhart,  John 
Rough,  John  Knox,  John  Willock,  Mr  Craig,  John 
Erfkine  of  Dun,  and  many  otheira.  TheTe  poUflied 
ihafts  God  was  pleafed  fo  to  endow  and  furnifti  with 
gifts,  graces,  and  zeal  for  God  and  his  truths,  and  fome 
of  them  with  a  prophetical  fpirit,  that  their  adverfaries 
were  notable  to  refift  the  wifdom  and  fpirit  by  which 
they  fpake ;  and  mulptudes  of  all  ranks  were  by  them 
converted  to  the  Lord  ;  fo  that,  in  fpite  of  all  the  power 
and  policy  of  the  popifti  clergy,  affifted  by  our  our  rulers, 
and  all  the  fiery  perfecutions  which  they  raifed  againft 
the  profcflbrs  of  the  gofpel,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  with 
a  high  hand  to  ranfom  this  land  from  popiih  tyranny, 
idolatry  and  fupcrftition ;  fo  that  the  pope's  authority 
was  aboliflicd  in  Scotland  by  the  parliament,  the  reform 
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mation  eftablifhecly  and  a  found  ConfeiTion  of  Faith  ap* 
proven  in  the  year  1560.  **  This  was  the  doing  of  the 
Lord,  and  moll  wondrous  !n  our  eyes  !" 

The  g?reat  rule  and  pattern  of  reformation,  which  our 
reformers  obferved,  was  the  word  of  God,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  apoftoUc  churches  therein  recorded,  into 
which  they  made  very  narrow  and  impartial  enquiry, 
their  fearches  being  attended  with  earned  prayers  to 
God  for  the  light  and  teaching  of  his  Spirit,  and  com« 
munica^ion  of  counfels  with  divines  of  other  nations. 
After  all  which  travel,  they  came  to  agree  upon  a  plat- 
form of  church  government  and  difcipline,  in  a  due  fub* 
ordination  of  kirk  felEons,  prefbyteries  and  fynods  unto 
general  aifemblies  ;  as  appears  from  our  books  of  difci- 
pline,  which  were  very  early  received  and  approven  by 
the  general  aflemblies  of  this  church. 

Though  the  civil  powers,  after  the  year  1560,  were 
favourable  to  the  reformation  ;  yet  our  reformers  had 
great  and  long  (Iruggling  with  many  who  were  addi£led 
to  prelacy,  and  feveral  popifh  errors  and  fuperilitions  : 
but  it  pleafed  the  Lord  fo  far  to  countenance  and  help 
them,  that  a  National  Covenant  was  framed  and  entered 
into  for  the  fupport  of  the  reformation.  This  covenant 
was  at  firft  fubfcribed  by  the  king  and  his  houTehold  in 
the  year  1580,  and  afterwards  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  in 
the  year  1581,  and  again  by  all  forts  of  perfons  in  the 
year  1590;  and  afterwards  prefbyterian  government, 
and  all  the  pieces  of  reformation  then  attained  unto, 
were  folemnly  ratified  by  king  and  parliament  in  the 
year  1592.  Only  the '  grievance  of  patronage,  under 
which  the  church  was  groaning,  was  not  yet  removed. 
'  Here  we  mud  take  occafion  to  adore  the  diiiinguiih- 
ing  goodnefb  of^God  to  this  poor  nation  of  ScotUnd,  in 
bowing  and  inclining  the  hearts  of  the  whole  nation,  as 
the  heart  of  ^  one  man,  to  enter  into  a  folemn  national 
covenant  with  God :  even  the  heart  >  of  our  king,  our 
nobles,  barpns,  gentlemen,  citizens,  miniders,  and  pro- 
feflbrs  of  all  ranks,  to  make  a  national  furrender  of 
themfelves  and  their  poderity  to  the  Lord  \  and  to  bind 
both  themfelves,  and  them,  to  cleave  to  his  truths  and 
ordinancesi  and  promote  religion  and  reformation  in 
X  X  2  thci^ 
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their  ftattons.  Out  hiftoriea  tnfotm  us  how  this  nation* 
al  covenant  wa6  afterwards  renewed  in  this  earif  period 
}>y  our  general  affembUes,  fyhods,  pre&ytries  and  par- 
ticular pari(be6^  and  remaikably  attended  with  muc^h  of 
%he  Lord's  prefence  and  countehance,  and  great  oufpodr* 
uigsjof  hi^  Spirit  \  at  which  occafiotie  there  w^rd  to  be 
feen  floods  of  tears  flowing;  from  melting  hearts  and 
.weeping  eyes*  Calderwood,  in  his  hiftoryi  tells  u^  of 
a  wonderful  d&y  of  this  fort  at  the  renewing  of  the  co- 
venant by  the  general  Afl^embly  »t  Edinburgh,  irt  the 
little  kirk,  upon  the  30th  March  i5Q6|Mr  John  David- 
li>n  niinifter  of  Salt  Preftoun  prefiding  as  the  chief  ac-* 
tor )  likewife  of  another  fueh  day  at  the  renewing  of  tiie 
covenant  by  the  Synod  of  Fife  (|t  Dunfermline  that  fame 
year,  where  Mr  James  Melvil  minifter  at  Kilrenpy  was 
moderator  and  chief  afldr.  Alfo  fynods  knd  prefbyte- 
rieis  elfewhens  had  precious  melting  feafona,  when  about 
this  worH>  which  proved  a  fpecisd  time  of  reviving  to  tht 
work  of  God  through  the  whole  land^  In  this  period 
the  church  of  Scotland  enjoyed  very  glorious  days  of 
the  Son  of  mani  and  was  honOuted  with  large  tefttmo- 
nies  from  divines  of  other  churches:  For  the  grcdtt  pitch 
pi  icforination  (he  had  attained  Unto^  (he  was  called 
iPhiladelphia,  and  the  motning  i^ar  of  the  reforoislioo* 
Bui  thffe  bright  times  did  not  long  corAiftue>  clouds 
did  fopn  arife :  For  ktrig  James  VL  having  the  view  of 
fucceeding  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  deiirous  to  gra- 
tify the  prelatifts  thcre^  did,  contrary  to  his  folemh  de- 
clarations and  engagements,  begin  to  make  encroach* 
Rients  upon  the  church  and  her  liberties^  about  the  yoars 
1 C97  and  1 598  \  and,  continuing  fo  to  do,  there  follow* 
ed  a  long  courfe  of  defection  in  this  churchi  for  about 
the  fpace  of  forty  years  j  during  which  time,  prelacy 
that  bitter  weed  was  introduced  into  the  governmenti 
fuperfliEion  and  popifh  ceremonies  into  the  woifhtp, 
9iBd.  Arminian  and  Popilh  enors  crept  into  the  do^rine. 
The  king,  for  accomplifhing  hia  <k(igns,  got  feveral 
packt  afl[emblies  convened,  as  thefe  at  Linlithgow  m  the 
years  1606  and  160$,  that  at  Glafgow  16101  that  at 
Aberdeen  1616,  that  at  St  Andrews  16 ij,  and  that  at 
Perth  i6i8».wherein>  one  way  or  otheifi  hegot  feTcrai 
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corrupttoils  a^pproVeftf  «nd  partionkrly  (be  Firo  Artidet 
of  Perth  :  prelates  were  ttt  up^  unlawful  oaths  ^laded 
of  intraaCt  ttito  this  itiialftry  |  fev^ral  popi(h  ^erecnontea^ 
with  a  ferviee  book^  aA4  bd^k  df  can^os^  were  inHpoled 
upcK\tha  chvrcbi  and  fAatiy  Gt>fuUy  coknplied  therewith  ; 
whereby  the  church'^  bcaiity  t^ks  irtiferably  fi»llied|  ind 
the  iasid  greatly  polluted^ 

Tet»  during  this  tiixld  df  grlevoils  backfltdiiijot  from  4 
covenanted  rcfokmalion^  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  raife  Up 
fereral  worthieii  miniftere  and  profeflbrs  of  religion^  to 
bear  tedimony  to^ho  do^rine»  woifQiipi  gov^ernmefit  and 
difciplitie  of  thift  diurchi  arid  to  Qhrift'a  right  of  h^a4« 
(hip  over  her  dnd  her  judicatories,  and  to  hi*  p6wer  to 
inftitute  her  laws  and  drdinanceai  itl  oppofition  to  the 
encroaohnaefits  then  rh^de  Upt>n  the  fafcne  :  Bpon  which 
account  diverfi  paftora  werdi  arraigned  befiore  the  ^oun- 
cil«  'the  high  oommii&oily  and  dtocsfah  fynods  \  fon^e 
were  deprived  i^f  their  churches  dnd  beriefices,  fome 
.were  baniOiedi  fome  confioedi  and. others  iM];)Tifoned« 
and  fome  wer4  fenteniied  to  death  :  like#ife,  fevetil 
genttometi  dnd  magiRiratts  were  for^ly  perfecttted  by 
the  domineering  prelates,  for  not  confortnihg  to  the 
courfes  of  defe£lidn«  As  for  theCs  faithful  wttneffisiy 
who  wert  ft^ifered  to  live  in  their  ov^^n  lahd^/feverais  of 
them  Mrent  up  add  down  in  much  poverty  and  af{li£)ion, 
teaching  lind  confirming  the  jptople  of  God^  tiraiting  for 
God'a  returning  in  mercy  to  his  oppreOTad  ohurch  and 
people^  Neteithelcfsi  in  this  dark  h^ut,  the  Lord  gave 
teftimony  to  his  word  in  the  mduths  of  his  perfi^cutcd 
fervant99  through  feverai  cdrders  of  the  Utidr  by  aecom* 
panying  it  with  more  than  drdinary  power  and  fuccafa; 
particularly  in  the  year  16I5  and  afterwardsi  at  l^tewit- 
ton/lrrinei  and  many  other  pl^es  of  thd  weft  of  Sco:^ 
land.  A  famdus  iiiftance  of  thii  power  was  given  at 
the  folemn  communioti  eelebrated  at  the  kirk  of  Shots 
the  aoth  June  16301  which  proved  a  rboft  remarkable 
fdwing  of  feed  through  Cyld<ifdaiei  to  the  glory  of  free 
grace. 

Afterwardsi  when  the  night  feemed  to  be  daik^ll, 
and'the  ptdates  iii  the  height  of  their  power  and  pride, 
competitig  with  the  nobles  for  all  kinds  of  civil  offices 
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and  honours,  and  when  corruptions  in  do£lnne,  Ivor- 
(hip  and  government,  were  like  to  advance  more  and 
more ;  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  look  through  the  cloud 
with  pity  to  this  diftrefled  church,  in  the  year  1637, 
and  to  appear  for  her  relief,  firft  by  animating  feverals 
of  the  common  people  of  Edinburgh  to  oppofe  the  read- 
ing of  the  new  fervice-bpok  there  \  and  alfo  at  the  fame 
time  exciting  fever al  horicft  miniftcrs  and  profeffors  in 
other  parts  of  the  nation  to  prcfent  fupplications  to  the 
council,  in  September  1637,  againft  prefling  the  Litur* 
gy  and  canons  upon  them.  But  thefe,  after  feveral  iex- 
preifes  to  and  from  court,  being  at  laft  refufed,  and 
new  orders  given  for  the  ufe  of  the  forefaid  books  5  a 
great  number  of  all  ranks,  nobilitv,  gentry,  mini{ler8| 
&c.  convened  at  Edinburgh  in  Feoruary  163S,  where, 
after  ferious  deliberation  and  prayer  to  God,  they  re- 
fohred  upcwi  reviving  and  renewing  of  the  national  cor 
venant,'  which  had  almoft  been  buried  for  forty  years 
before.  This  they  drew  up  and  fubfcribed,  with  fame  . 
additions  and  explications  fuitable  to  their  prefent  cir- 
cumdanceSy  and  fent  copies  thereof  through  the  land, 
which,  being  read  in  churches,  was  heartily  embraced, 
fworn,  and  fubfcribed  by  all  ranks,  with  many  tears  and 
great  joy :  fo  that  the  whole  land,  great  and  fmall  (a 
very  few  excepted)  without  any  compulGon  from  church 
or  ftate,  did  in  a  few  months  voluntarily  and  chearfully 
return  ro  their  anticnt  principles,  and  fubjeft  themfelves 
to  the  oath  of  God  for  reformation ;  and  this  they  did 
when  both  the  court  and  prelates  were  enraged  againft 
them  for.it.  But  the  Lord  from  heaven  did  remark- 
ably countenance  them  with  the  extraordinary  mani- 
fellations  of  his  prefcnce,  and  downpowring  of  his  Spi- 
rit, bcth  upon  Judicatories  and  the  worfhipping  Aflem- 
blies  of  his  people,  which  proved  as  life  from  the  dead 
to  a  poor,  withered,  backflidden  church. 

Nay  (which  is  wonderful)  things  ripened  fo  fail 
for  reformation,  that,  in  November  1638,  a  free  and 
lawful  general  affembly,  indided  by  the  king,  convened 
at  Glafgow,  the  very  place  where  prelacy  was  reftored- 
in  the  year  1610.  There  the  general  ailembly,  (not- 
with(landing,of  the  former  backUidiDgs  of  the  Miaiit;ry) 

came 
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came  to  agree  with  wonderful  harmony,  to  condemtl 
and  annul  {va  pretended  corrupt  affemblies  who  had 
changed  the  government  and  corrupted  the  worfliip^of 
this  church,  together  with  the  high  comniiffion  court, 
the  fervice  book,  the  book  of  canons,  and  the  book  of 
ofdination,  as  alfo  the  unlawful  oaths  impofed  upon  en- 
trants into  the  miniftry  :  they  like  wife  depofed  and  ex- 
communicated the  Prelates  (except  two)  for  opprciSon 
and  grofs  fcandals.  They  approved  the  national  cove- 
nant, and  declared  Prelacy,  with  th^  Five  Articles  of 
Perth  to  be  adjured  by  it ;  and  made  fundry  other  wor-  • 
thy  aAs  for  purging  the  church,  and  promoting  refor- 
mation ;  and  appointed  the  time  of  their  next  meeting, 
for  carrying  on  what  was  fo  happily  begun.  And 
thougl>  the  Prelates  with  their  abettors  made  great  op- 
pofition  to  their  godly  intentions,  yea,  run  to  court, 
and  ftirred  up  the  king  to  make  war  againft  Scotland  \ 
yet  the  Lord  was  pleafed  fo  to,  countenance  his  fervants 
and  people,  that  the  begun  reformation  was  carried  on, 
and  at  lad  ratified  both  by  king  and  parliament  in  July 
1641.  Thereby  Prelacy  was  abolilhed,  and  Prefbytery 
e(labli(hed  by  law  \  and  the  king  being  perfoi^ally  pre- 
feht,  he  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs  piromifed  ia  vtrh9 
principis  never  to  come  on  the  contrary  of  that  fetdc- 
ment ;  which  occaiioned  great  joy  through  all  the  ianc^^ 
and  was  followed  with  much  of  the  Lord's  power  and 
prefence  in  his  ordinance :  So  that  the  land,  that  for- 
merly wag  like  a  wildcrnefs,  was  now  by  the  divine 
blefling  turned  into  a  fruitful  field.  1 

The  Lord  having  thus  profpcrcd  the  nation  of  Scot- 
land in. her  reforming  work,  her  neighbours  in  England 
profefied  a  defire  to  join  with  them  for  carrying  on  tl>e 
like  work  of  reformation  through  the  whole  three  king- 
doms^ and  the  Engliih  parliament  fent  their  commif- 
Goners  to  Scotland  for  that  cfFc£l.  And  accordingly 
here  was  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  agreed  upon, 
and  fworn  in  the  year  1643,  for  maintaining,  ad- 
vancing and  carrying  on  a  work  of  reformation  ixy 
the  three  kingdoms  ol  Scotland,  Engkrid,  and  Ireland* 
In  this  covenant,  all  ranks  engaging  bound  ^  themfelves, 
to  perional  reformation^  and.  in  their  feveral.  ihtions  to 

endeavour 


MfdatVour  nfiiiOBsl  fftforavatlon  \  ti>  pKf(ifva''tlit  Ao*. 
telhinc  religion,  abelift)  Popcfy,  Prehic/«  fupcKflatMiiy 
.  fehufnii  pmfaiienefsy  and  iRrhatfoevcr  fhall^^feuadedn- 
irsfy  tO'foim^  dodrhis  and  the  pe^wer  of'godiiius&i. 
aWiJ  to  cDdtavour  tobfing  the  three  kingdoiM  le'bho 
ii«ar^  cotojuiidioff  and  uniformity  in  religato,  as  le 
do^Ttne;  woifhip,  and  government,  accevding:  u>  tM 
.#Oicl  of  G«d|  Mfid  the  txample  of  the  b«A  ^orhnkl, 
ch'tiv^hes ;  th<»t  fe-  they  and  theip  pofterity  thkt  tMM- 
migh^  as  brethr«»n,  live  in  faith  ^nd  lovv,  that  ^  lua^di^ 
lAfght  be  one,  and  hk  name  oi)o,  thfqugh'  the  thretv 
klivgdoiit».  ThU  Meed  was  a  gloriou)  defign^i^^  Ae 
£ft|li(l)  pafliameat  and  people  be«n  tirit)y  and  benrrify 
fmeere  in  te,  as  thi*  Seota  nation  both  JR^rKacncfir  and 
G^neratt  A^nibly  wtre,  who' with  oii^  voice  bppdoved 
and  fwote  this  oovenant  themfelveSi^anddidTtfeoinniettd^ 
it  t«  aH  efhera  through  the  brid,  who  genovalty  n^eei^d 
it*  ti  kh  gi^at  en)arg««iKm»  of  be»pf,  atid  e«{»«ffl*ii&<af 
ghi^tlefs,  as  they  had  done  f benalional  cevenafit  i|^  lll« 
y«fai^  i^3f91  ^  It  k  tnia^  the  Parliament  of  £ngland<t«ok 
t}^  C^^tnSanlP,  as  did  the  eky  of  Lendiim,  tke^  WM^^ 
niififtet  Affimbl^,  tti»d  'nwny  others  in  Engltind,  ^itgh* 
ihe^e  #ere  tut  lew  •!  vkein  vho  fee«Md  >tO'  mind  k 
mtiehi  s^ftet^a'rds.  Smtio  good  (htngS)  indeed,  Wem 
thereupon  dom^^  for;  i|i'^mequefict  (^  tMd  eortnam^ 
aAd  the"nhifevm9ty  te  religion  engaged  ttiifo  ifhero^ 
tli^'Bnfiiih  hi^rari^f  andhturgy  w#re  hnd  afide^  for^H- 
time,  o^'ptefenl  cotYfeflioffi  o#'  faith  -wgf?  agreed  v|Mi 
by"  the  affcmbly  of  divines  ar  WeftminAer  wfth  «o«fN 
m^oners  ft^i^  «)]^»  ehurcK  toother  HMPkh  the  -fefget 
»«fd  Aerter  cate^ifms,  the  direftory  lor  wo#8iipi  Witb 
a-^tfir^dt^ry  for  chnrek  govemimeaiti  church'  ^Mtoeei 
and  Ordination  of  mini^^.  '  As  aUi  (heib  wei^  agreed 
Hjpon  hy  the '  Weft  minfter  AffomWy^  as*  pitri'ef  Ibe 
^eiv«n^ted  uniformity^in  reli^gion  whiilh  waft  to  bd  (to* 
kd  through  the  three  kingdoms)  fo  they^  were 'rectived 
after  eiaminatien,  and  s^pi^ren  by  our  Gebtfi^  Af*' 
femb^ies  and  Pbrijaments  in  Soottsind.  It  is  (f  uJ^'tKet^ 
were  ftverai  a£kb  attd  ordiNrnmce^of  thb£t»gKA  Parittt*' 
nK*iit  for  eflab^ittg  tbefe  ht  Df^iand-}  "bu^  they  toefe 
ikctie  effe£l|  beca^fe  of  the  .^ppefition  wAich  ^as  made 
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td  die  fdttti  af  Prefl>ytefial  governmeot  by  the  Ifide^ 
pfehdentd  and  Sectaries  there. 

Kotwithftsmding  of  this  defedion  in  England,  tha 
,  nadoti  and  chiirch  of  Scotland  purfued  teformation  ac-  > 
coHiD^r  to  their  covenant  engagements,  «nd  got  feveral 
laws  ^naded  both  by  church  and  ftate,  for  carrying  oa 
the  fame  %  and  particularly,  they  got  ah  excellent  A^* 
fhift  by  the  Parliament,  for  aboliOiing  the  patronages  of 
kirksi  which  is  wotthy  to  be  Written  in  letters  bf  gold^ 
a  part  whereof  Ure  (hall  here  tranfcribe.  "  At  Edin-» 
burgh,  March  pth  1649.  The  Eftates  of  Pariiamenc 
being  fenfible  of  the  great  obligation  that  lyes  upon 
them  by  the  national  covenant,  and  by  the  folemn  league.. 
and  covenant,  and  by  rtiany  deiiverantes  axld  mercies, 
from  God,  and  by  the  late  folemn  engagement  unto 
dutie£^  to  preferve  the  dd£irine,  arid  maintain  and  vin» 
dicate  the  libelrties  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland;  and  to  ad- 
vice the  work  of  reformation  therein  to  the  utmofl:  of 
thetr  po\ver :  and  confidering  that  patronages  and  pre* 
femations  of  kirks,  is  an  evil  and  bondage  under  which 
the  Lord's  people  and  miniftcrs  of  this  land  have  long 
^oaned,  and  dhat  it  hath  no  warrant  in  God's  word, 
but  is  founded  only  00  the  common  laW^  and  is  a  cut 
ttrni  PojHih^  and  brought  into  the  kirk  in  time  of  igno* 
lance  and  fuperftition  -,  and  that  the  (ame  is  contrary^ 
to  the  fecond  book  of  difcipline,  in  wbich^  upon  folid 
and  good  ground,  it  is  reckoned  andong  abufes  that  are 
defired  to  be  reformed,  and  unto  the  free  calling  and 
entry  of  minifters  unto  their  charge :  and  the  faid  eftates* 
being  willing  and  defirous  tb  promote  and  advance  the* 
reformation  forefaid,  that  everf  thing  in  the  houfe  of 
Gj^  may  be  ordeied  according  to  his  word  and  com* 
mandmbnt  \  do  therefore^  from  the  fenfe  of  the  former 
obligations,  and  uptnl  the  former  groutids  aiid  reafons,' 
discharge  for  ever  hereafter  all  patronages  and  prefen- 
tktions  of  kirksi  whether  belonging  to  the  king,  or  to 
any  laick  patron,.  Prefbyteries,  or -others  Within  thb 
kingdom,  as  being  unlawful  ahd  uhwatratitable  by  God's 
woikI,  arid  conttary  tti  the  dodf Ine  and  liberties  of  thU^ 
kirk."  Afterwards  they  fay,  **  And  it  is*  further  de- 
clared and  ordained,'  That  if  any  prefeutation  (hall 
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is  fiiill  and!  of  none  >efre£l  i  and  ,that  it  13  hwlu)  for 
FrtiLyteiiteft  to  it je{i  t[K«  famCj  and  to  rcfufe  to  attmit 
ai^y  t^.fital^  thcreupdn ;,  am^  nol^w}th(l4f)4inf[  ther^of^ 
td  t>¥f}€efpd  t<»  di^e  planting  of  the  kbk,  upp^  tjic  fuit  and 
cidliqigit  (^  wtth  the  confent  of  the  eongr^gati^n,  on 
v^b^ni  noii^  ia  tobe  obtfuded  agmnft  their  will,"  &c* 
Vif  wbigb  f xceUerit  a£b  it  is  evident,  that  out  relbrmiog 
notytlttyt  and  gentry*  many  whereof  weie  paQrona  tbepif 
f«h($^  lookfd  upQ0  theiDfelvea  as  under  ftroi^  obli^^* 
twtih  both  ffom  the  wofd  of  God  and  their  covenant 
eagagecDent$g  to  aboUOi  patro^ageit  9nd  reftore  the 
lU^tTty  of  eongfcgation»  in  calling  of  their  ininifteflr&.    . 

Tbiia  our  refotming  anceftors  were  helped  X9  many 
exGcUent  things  from  16^8  to  1650^  for 'promoting  re<» 
formation  in  the  land,  though  at  the  f^me  tinne  (i(  n>^ft 
be  owned)  they  were  not  free  of  midakies  and  wrong. 
ftcp9  Wk  their  isandgemeot*  There  «  no  pcrjk>d  bere» 
the  ehurdi  can  be  (aid  to  be,  Mritbout  fpot  or  wrinkly. 

After  this  a  mournful  feene  opened^  by  the  bresikifig 
diYifioQ  that  entered  into  th^  cbttr$h»  which  lended  to 
ftop^  the  prOgrefs  9i  reforipiidpi^worki,  and  inak«  way 
at  length  for  refloring  .^f  Prelacy*  T)m  wai»  ouafioiip* 
ed  by  fome  ctiifnaiiog  queftions  put  to  the  coboAiiOtoii 
in  December  1^50^  by  the  king  and  paxliMhent^  (whkh 
they  had  better  declined  to  anfwer)  cMceroing  the  ad* 
miffioo  of  perfona  into  placet  of  pubUe  (i oft»  civil  smd 
rt)ilitary»  who  formerly  had  been  oppcdera  of  the  cove- 
nanted reformatton,  upon  it^tr  makiDg  publiq  profef- 
fiot)  of  their  repentance }  thofe  who  were  for  adcnitting 
them,  being  called  public  refoUtionerst  and  tbofe  a* 
gainft  it  being  called  proteftora.  There  were  n\any 
eminently  good  and  great  men  U{»a  both  6de«» .  and 
fomc  aa  eminent  who  joitied  neither  fide*  The  point 
leemed  narrow  for  the  church  to  carry  ,the  difference 
to  fttch  a  height,  as  to  fupend  and  dcpqfe  one  another 
upon  it  as  they  did,  according  as  parties  had  the  upper 
hand  in  Synods  and  Prtibyteries }  for  Cromwell  the 
ufarper,  would  not  then  allow  them  to  meet  in  CeiKrat 
aflenKblief^  by  which  the  divifion  poi&bly  might  have 
)Ken  healed.    But  thia  faital  dirifioo  looked  like  a  judi- 
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cial  tlrbke  ffbm  heavert  tspdii  tSe  church  f6*r  thc?t.  firi^  i 
tiie  lioW^s  *'  j'u<Jgrtient«  ate  a  gtcat  4ecp*'*  fbflit^lf 
there  might  be  too  great  compliances  in  this  itidttdr 
with  coutt"Yn<jafa«6,  and  the  httrtiouvs  of  o^reat  tnen;  as 
Acre  wtre  afterwards  in  the  inati^  of  indolgfetioeB,  tof^ 
Icrarions,  aiid  bther  cttfnaring  tJimgs  broiigfht  tn  ^  the 
tnHxxt  opon  the  church,  it  is  certain,  that  tlic  gtcateft 
number  of  the  fttift  and  teaVouft  mintftevi  wete  On  the 
protiftoiPs  Tide,  •who  aftef  wards  made  a  tnjWe  Itattd  a- 
gainft  Prdacy.  And  it  Appeaired  afterwards^  the^pros^ 
tcftors  fears  whicti  thcyexpreffe^,  that  thcfe  men,  Whtth 
taken  into  places  of  truft,  would  fotin  at^  the  <Ad  f^mt. 
Were  hut  \6o  well  fc^imded.  It  tnud  atfo  be  ftckn0W& 
leged,  That  though  the  tftoft  part  of  %ht  public  tcft^lu- 
tionets  fubmittcd  td  j^rela^y,  yet  feveral  worthy  men 
among  them  dW  not,  tnd  wcr«  eiipofed  to  f«ffetiiftgs  for 
ft  as  well  iis  others* 

At  thft  tittle  o(  tKc  breaking  tittt  of  thefe  fatal  dM- 
fiorts  among  us,  ati  army  of  Seaaries  under  Cromwett 
fetadcd  and  opptetfed  tis.  Thefe  Se<ftane*i  had  growtt 
te  fuch  a  hfetght  in  the  EngUft  fc¥my,  that  they  Ifiva^ded 
the  ParlianSertt  of  England  their  inaflers,  put  iway  the 
Mbiite  of  Pfeer*,  mddeUed  the  ttbaft  of  C6mm<*iw  *c* 
cording  to  their  pleafu^re,  Md  trt&td  a  new  cy^ittt  isAU 
fed  the  High  Court  of  Jnftice,  before  which  they  ir^* 

!)ineHcd  king  Chaarles  1.  and  fjjofcntiy  took'awiy  bin 
ite,  JnnuAty  joth  1649-,  ag^inft  whieh  out  coriim^lt 
Itoners  both  frorti  chHirch  and  ftate  in  Scotlamf,  then 
at  I^dttddrt,  <fid  proteft,  aA4  ^tPt  therefore  hardly  isrtee. 
fmmediateljr  thereupon,  Stothttd  proclaimed  Im  fan 
Oiatles  If;  their  king,  and  out  of  eonfcience  to  tlitit 
covenant,  Tent  for  him,  and  crowned  him  at  8co<5rt, 
where  he  foltmnly  fwore  the  covenant,  Tantiaty  "jft 
1651.  All  which  drew  tk»wn  the  wrath  of  th<?  St^a* 
lian  army  apon  us,  who  invaded  the  land,  fhed  niach 
bT6od,  cdriquered  us,  and  kept  ui  in  bondage  ten  ye^rs. 
Dtiring  which  time,  a  fintul  toleration  of  &ea4f}«n 
errors  was  granted  by  Ctomwcil  and  his  douneH  ihs 
Scotland,  which  brought  Jtl  great  loofenefs  both  in  prln. 
clpte  and  prrf£t:fce  5  whiirh  toleration  was  faithfiiHyVit* 
nef&f  againft  both  by  the  Prcftytery  of  EdinbuVgH, 
Y  y  a   '  and 


and  a  gbod  number  of  niimfter»  in  the.  pirovinc^  ef 
Perth  and  Fife,  as  appears  by  their  teftimomes  publiflb';. 
ed  in  the  year  1659 

Soon  after  this^  the  yoke  of  the  oppre&r  was  broken, 
and  the  king  peaceably  reftored  in  the  year  1660,  to 
the  jay  of  th«  whole  land,  who  thereupon  expo£ted 
jj^ood  days  both  to  church  and  Hate.      ( And»  alas,  the 
inoft  part  went  to'  dreadful  excefs  in  jollity  and  drunks 
ennefs  upon  this  event)    J&ut,  ah  !  loon  was  their  joy 
turned  to  mourning,  foon  was  their  opprefllon  in  con* 
fcience  daubled,  the  late  glorious  work  of  reformation . 
ra2ed,  and  all  its  canred  work  broke  down  with  axos 
and  hammers*  as  it  were,  all  at  once.     For  king  Charlca. 
II.  after  his  reiloration,  having  called  a  Parliament  in 
Englandi  they  rcftorcd  abjured  Prelacy  with  the  fer- 
vice  book  and  ceremonies^  which  had  been  laid  afide  ; 
wiiereupon  about  two  thoufan4  mjnifters  there,  who 
could  not  in  confcience  conforiii  thereunto,  were  caft. 
but  at  Bartholomew  day,  Auguft  24th  I  $62.     He  like* 
Wfe  called  a  Parliament  in  Scotland,  who  in  the  years 
j66i  and  1662,  removed  all  the  legal  fecuri^es  or  the 
Church  of  Gotland,  and  work  cf  reformation  therein* 
By  that  unparalleled  ad  recifibry,  they  annulled  all  the 
Parliaments  which  had  met  iFrom  1640  to  1654  ;  tbey 
aflerted  the  king*8  fupremacy  in  all  caufes,  civii^and 
ccdeTiaftiCy  and  declared  all  meetings  and  aflcmblies, 
leagues  and  covenants,  without  the  king's  authority,,  ttf 
)ie  unlawful  atid  unwarrantable,  and  devolved  the  );)ower 
of  fettling  the  governnient  of  the  church  v^on  the  king  ^ 
they  declared  the  national  covenant,  as  fworn  in  the 
year  1638,  and  the  folemn  league  and  covenant  to  be 
unlawful  oaths,  and  all  men  to  be  free  from  fhe  oblir> 
gation-of  them ;  and  they  declared  all  that  was  done 
from  1 638  to  1650,  in  profecution  of  a  covenanted  tt^ 
formation^  to  be  rebellious' and  treafonable* 
'  The  king's  prerogative  and  fupremacy  in  church-  aiFairs 
being  thus  fcrewed  up,  he  by  a  proclamaition  declacc4 
his  royal  pleafure  to  be  for  reftoring  the  government^ 
the  church  by  archbifiiops  and  bifliopSi  as  it  wa#  exeitl 
cifed  in  the  year  1637.     '^  ^^^  mean  time  Mr  Jamea 
Sharp,  miniltcr  at  Crail  (who  had  formerly  been  eni. 
^      *  .  '  truftcd 
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trnftedtO'sdr  far  the  char/:b,  Imt  now  betrayei^  kcc) 
wenrto 'JiOndoR  with  ocher  three  mtnifters,  and  vfcrs 
confecrated  biOiops  In  the  Prclatic  fenfe,  haring.  firft- 
beeo  ordained  deacon^;,  and  after  that  Preibyteiay  ac« 
carding  to  the  form  of  the  church  of  EnghQd>  (ThU 
the  Prelates .fet  up  by  king  James  V£.'  would  not  fab««* 
mit  to).  Thereafter  thcfe,  returning;  from  London  toi 
Edinburgh,  confecrated  the  reft  of  the  binio[ys.  Then- 
they  all  took  their  feats  in  parliament,  where  they,  got 
fiewafis  made  in  their  favours,  commanding  all  mi» 
nifters  to  obey  them,  and  attend  their  Dioce£»n  meet** 
inf^t*  A  little  before  this,  the  meetings  of  Synods^ 
Rreibyteriefy  and  Kirk-fedions,  had  beeiKd  if  charged  by- 
the  privy  council,  until  they  {l)ould  be  aiithorifed-  by  the 
bifliops,  who  were  foon  to  enter  upon  the  government 
of  their  refpediivc  fees :  Whereupon,  at  the  time  of 
the  meeting  of  provincial  fynods  in  April  thereafter,. 
feveral  noblemen  and  gentlemen  were  fent  to  rai£e  them. 
iyf  {brce*  It  is  to  hp  regretted,  that  fynods  at  this  time 
fo  readily  difmiffed,  and  that  Prefbyteries  and  kirk.fef«f 
fions  were  deferted  alfo,  without  any  fu'table  teftinionyr 
or  remonft ranee  againft  thefe  fearful  encroachments 
and  alterations. 

One  thing  that  contributed  much  to  hinder  a^y  jointr 
teftimony,  *and  ^o  ftrike  terror  into  manyi  was  the  fe* 
yere  treatment  which  fomc  faithful  miniilers  met  witb, 
when  ei&ying  a.teftimony  of  this  fort:  For  Mr  Jameif 
Gqtbrie,  miniiter  at  Stirling,  with  fome  £ew  other  mi-  . 
nifters  haviqg  me^  in  a  private  houfe  in  Edinburgh, 
fodn  after  the  king's  return,  to  draw  up  a  fupplication 
to  him,  wherein,  after  congratulating-  his  return,  they 
humbly  put  him  in  mind  of  his  oaths  unto  and  cover 
nants  with  God,  for  maititaining  the  true  Pro;:eibnt 
religion,  a^  eftablilhed  by  acls  of  parliament  and  gene« 
ra!  aflembly,  &c.  for  this  they  were  apprehended  and 
iroprifoned  2jd  Auguft  1660,  andallfuch  meetings  and 
petitions  were  difcharged  as  feditious.  And,  to  ilrike 
the  greater  terror,  Mr  James  Guthrie  was  inditied  be- 
fore the  parliament  of  vhigh  treafon  ^  and,  being  fmgu- 
lirly  faithful  and  zealous  for  carrying  on  reformation, 
he  was  condemned  to  die,  and  his  head  to  be  fet  upon 
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cne  of  the  ports  of  the  city  of  Etlinburgh.  He  A^a< 
accordingly  execute  the  ift  of  June  1661,  and  his)iead 
fet  up  on  the  Nether-bow  port,  which  continued  there 
tilt  the  r^-volution,  as  a  public  witnefs  againft  th6  woe- 
ful defeflions  of  a  cruel  perfidious  generation.  Like-  . 
xvife  the  worthy  and  renowned  marquis  of  Ar^ylc  was 
five  days  before  executed  upon  the  fame  account,  and 
his  head  fet  up  upon  the  tolbooth  of  Ecfinburj^h,  to  the 
great  reproach  of  tlie  nation ;  and  fometime  after  Lord 
Wariftoun  fuffered  in  the  fame  manner ;  three  crhi. 
Dently  great  and  p:ood  men,  who  died  with  the  refolu* 
tion  and  Chriftianity  of  the  ancient  martyrs.  Now, 
what  could  be  expected  from  a  reign  and  a  gcvcmmcnt 
whcfc  foundation  was  laid  in  cruelty,  artd  foaked  with 
the  precious  blood  of  God*s  faints  ? 

After  this  the  parliament  and  council  went  on  in 
their  cruel  and  perfecuting  defigns  againft  faithful  mi- 
nifters  who  would  not  conform  to  antifcriptufal  Prelacy, 
take  prcfcnrations  from  patrons,  and  collations  from 
bifhops,  and  alfp  take  an  oath, to  the  king,  which  they 
called  an  oath  oif  allegiance,  wherein  they  behoved  to 
i:>wn  his  fupreniacy  in  all  cafes  civil  and  ecclefiaftic: 
fome  of  thcfe  minifters  they  baniflied  out  of  all  hia 
Majcft/s  dominions :  thefe  generally  went  to  Holland, 
and  were  kindly  received  there.  Befides  thcfe,  fCveraf 
hundreds  were  fummarily  ordered  to  leave  their 
churches,  and  remove  from  their  congregations :  With 
which  orders  (It  muft  be  owned)  they  did  too  caGly 
comply,  merely  upon  proclamations  by  the  council, 
before  they  were  thru  ft  out  by  force ;  thereby  leaving 
their  poor  flocks  to  corrupt  teachers  that  .were  after- 
wards thruft  in  upon  them,  and  not  giving  a  due  tef- 
timony  againlt  fuch  a  tyrannical  adt  and  incroachment 
upon  the  fpiritual  kingly  power  and  headftiip  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  only  Lord  of  our  mmif- 
try,  and  of  the  exercife  thereof.  Likewife,  by  z(X  of 
parliament,  ail  the  fubjedls  were  required  to  attend 
thofe  who  were  tLruft  into  their  pariChcs,  and  other 
coriformifts,  in  their  meetings  for  worfhip,  and  that  in 
acknowledgment  of,  and  hearty  compliance  with  hi|, 
Majefty's  gc^^mment  ccclefiaftic ;  -which  indeed  the  far 
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firtftteft  t)Mt  did,  whereby  illffcypecs  of  pcrfons  through 
Uic  latid  were  mifcrably  involved  in  the  breach  of  cove- 
nant, and  defeSions  of  the  time.  Nay^the  wickcd- 
nef^  of  thia  period  came  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  ovt 
natioQat  covenant,  and  the  folemn  league,  were  ordered 
"  by  public  authority  to  be  moft  igxtominiouOy  burnt  tt 
fevcral  market' crofles^  to  the  fearful  dEihonouring  of 
the  great  trenicnduou.s  God,  with  whooi  the(c  covenaatft 
vrerc  made.  ^ 

After  fooftc  tioie's  filencc,  the  ejc£lcd  minifters  bsscan 
to  be  conviaced  it  was  their  duty  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
at  the  earocA  de(ire  of  their  people,  who  declined  to 
hear  the  curates  who  were  tbrud  in  upon  them,  though 
forely  harraflcd  foe  it ;  and  that  they  ought  to  preach, 
noiwichftanding  the  prohibitions  of  the  magtftrate,  ef* 
pecmlly  when  they  faw  what  fort  of  men  were  thruft 
i(i  upon  the  people.  At  firft  they  had  worfiiip  only  in 
^  private  houfes  in  the  moft  peaceable  and  harmlefb  mazi<- 
'  ner ;  but  the  cruel  prelates  and  ruiers  would  not  bear 
with  any  fuch  meetings;  fo  that  at  length,  by  their, 
feveritiesi  they  were  driven  from  hoafes  to  the  fieUt 
for  mote  fafety •  Eat  ftill  feverer  lawa  were  made  ag ainft 
all  fuch  meetings,  whether  in  the  koufei  or  nclAs*. 
Nay,  they  came  eveq  to  that  height  to  cnad,  Chad.  IL 
Pari.  2«  Seff.  2.  1670,  **  That  if  any  maa  fiull  preach 
or  pray  in  the  (ieldi,  oc  in  any  houie,  where  there  fhall 
be  more  hearers  than  the  boufe  condipsi  (b  as  fome  oi 
them  be  without  doors,  he  (hall  be  puniihed  with  death 
and  eonfifcation  of  goods.''  So  that,  by  this  terrible 
law,  two  or  three  hearkening;  at  boneft  men's  dbors  or 
windows  in  time  of  family* worfiiip,  though  pofted 
there  out  of  malice  or  mere  curidfity^  did  expoic  the 
wof  Shippers  of  God  to  a  cruel  death.  Thefe  and  fuch 
like  laws  tended  to  banifli  family  wor(hip  out  of  the 
land,  and  were  too  fuccefeful  that  way.  Likewife  ievere 
puoiflmients  were  enrifted  againft  the  hearer;^  of  ejected 
minifters,  and  thefe  who  did  not  heat  the  pariih  mini** 
fters,  or  employed  others  to  bapcife  their  children* 
And  they  poceedcd  to  incredible  barbarities  agaiuft 
noa'cotiformifta,  both  minifters  and  people.  Tet^  in 
thefe  cruel  perfecatiag  times,  the  Lord  gave  teHimony 
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to  the  word  of  his  grace,  .and  Ueiled'  his  ordinatieetf 
(though  prohibited  bjr  men)  with  very  remarkable  fud- 
cefs;  and  the  more  pains  the  perfecuting  Prelates  afi(t 
their  inftrunoents  were  at  to  fupprefs  thefe  ailemUies^ 
the  more  ninnerous  they  grew,  and  the  parifli- churches 
were  the  more  defcttcd. 

When  methods  of  force  and  cruelty  could  not  prevail 
to  ftop  thefe  aiTembUes,  they  fell  upon  more  crafty. 
way«,  by  granting  indulgence  to  fome  of  the  ejected 
miniittrs  to  preach  in  vacant  churches,  under  certain 
limitations  :  fuch  as,  Their  being  confined  within  theit 
parifhes,  and  not  encouraging  thofe  of  other  congrega- 
tions to  refort  to  them  ;  their  forbearing  to  lc<3:ure  be- 
fore fermon  ;  their  not  preaching  in  church  yards-,  their 
not  admitting  miniflers  who  were  not  indulged  to  aflifl 
them,  &c.  This  indulgence,  and  prcfcribing  rules  to 
mtniftere,  being  ordered  by  the  king  and  his  couiifel, . 
by  virtue  of  Lis  ecclefiaflic  fupremacy,  now  eftabliihed 
bylaw,  was  on  the  magi  (Irates  part  a  (inful  encroach- 
ment upori  Chrift's  headihip  over  his  church*  And 
though  poor  harafled  miniilers  might  be  glad  of  any 
littie  breaching  time  for  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry 
in  the  mtdft  of  heavy  fufferings,  yet,  if  any  of  them 
did  accept  of  the  magidrate^s  indulgence  upon  the  con- 
ditions and  reftridlions  prefcribed,  they  cannot  be  juf- 
tificd  therein  \  but  for  thofe  worthy  minifters  who  Left 
all  for  Chrift  and  their  confcience,  ^and  fuffered  greatly 
for  net  complying  with  Prelacy^  and  bther  defedions 
6f  their  time,  and  who  always  refufed  that  they  ac« 
cepted  the  indulgence  upon  the  terms  of  the  king  and 
council  (though  they  preached  in  the  churches  they  af- 
(igned)  neither  did  obferve  thefe  terms  while  they  en- 
joyed the  benefit,  and  were  afterwards  turned  out  again 
upon  that  account ;  it  were  hard  to  charge  them  with 
approving  of  the  king's  ufurped  fupremacy :  Though^ 
at  the  fame  time,  we  wifii  they  had  given  a  more  full 
and  explicit  teftimony  againft  the  Eraftian  encroach- 
ments of  the  magiftrate,  than  we  can  learn  they  did. 
Yet,  notwithftanding  hereof,  God  was  pleafed  t6  gio^ 
irifv.his  fovcreigh  grace,  in  giving  remarkable  fuccefs 
to    the    labours   and   miniitry  of  thofe  indulged  iii 

churches. 


^^&iti^  as  welt  as  tfabfe  vhppfctctietliailM  fields, 
}St\V9itt  whcmr  there  contmued  much  love  9itd  pedce 
for  many;  year^  \  unt3  once  fome  began  to  eoodeittft 
^Ke  indulge^  fo  far,  as  to  preaeh  up  feparatioR  from 
them ;  upon  'which  foHowed  very  hA  aad  moamM 
^ifionv  amoog^  the  people  of  Go^»  even  wliiie  under 
violent  perfecutionj  tne  froits  whereof  continue  to  thb  * 
very  day. 

At  mis  time,  many  confcience*ilebaQcbing  oadis^ 
declarations,  anid  bonds,  were  impofed  upon  the  people 
of  this  hnd,  for  engaging  them  to  own  the  kiiig^s 
fupremacy  over  all  peifona,  and  in  alt  caufes;  to' 
renounce  our  covenants,  with  defenfive  arms,  and  all' 
the  former  fteps  taken  for  carrying  <m  lefomwtion'.' 
Among  others,  that  feifrcontradtdovy  oa^  of  die  Teft 
was  impofed,  and  made  a  handle  for  perfecuting  many 
of  all  .ranks  and  ftations*  Xhey  who  refofed  thcfe  * 
paths,  and  did  not  conform  to  Prelacy  as  rcqtiifttd> 
were  e^cpofed  to  the  greateftcrueltiesi  being  putter 
wander  about  in  defarts  and  mountains,  and  to  lodge' 
in'  dens  ai^  caves  of  the  earth*  Multitudes  were 
bahifbed  t^ir  native  .  country ;  many  fufiered  long 
imprifonment,  and  that  in  the  moft  miferable  and . 
unhealthful  places }  others  were  fined  and  fpoUed  of 
their  goods,,  and  many  pillaged  and  plundered  bf 
mercUefs.  foldiers  and^barUiroua  Highlanders  let  loofo 
upon  them^  hufbands  were  exhorbitantly  fined,  and 
entirely  ruined,  for  their  wives  abfenting  from  tile 
parifh  churches,  though  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
help  it ;  preachiog,  prayings  or  even  hearings*  at  meet* 
ings  not  authoiifed  by  law,  was  made  death:  Tea, 
refufing  to  witnefs  againft  thofe  guilty  of  the  crimes 
of  preaching,  praying,  or  hearing,  was  alfo  punifhable 
with  death.  Simple  converfisg  with  perfons  forfeited 
or  inltrcommuoed,  though  our  neareft  relations,  huf- 
bands,  wives,  parents,  children,  &c.  or  the  giving 
them  any  fuppiy  when  ftarvtng,  or  the  not  reveaUhg 
thegiytpg  or  denv^nding  of  it,  was  dedared  treafon ; 
fo  that  men  were  cxpofed  to  a  cruel  deali^  for  pure  aiia 
of  charity. 
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The  prhry  council  in  thofc  days  afTamed  a  parlUmeti''* 
tary  power,  and  made  ads  and  laws  eren  more  bloody 
than  thofeof  the  parliament  :  And  though  thefe  were 
mod  cruel  and  barbarous  in  themfelvei^  yet  they  were 
often  more  barbarouily  put  in  execution :  fo  that  this 
poor  land  became  a  miferable  field  of  blood,  cruelty  and 
defeAion.  Many  of  all  ranks,  noblemen,  gentlemen^ 
xniniilers,  citizens,  and  commons,  had  their  blood  (hed 
on  fcaffbki^y  as  if  they  had  been  the  greateft  malefaflors, 
and  their  head$  and  members  fe^  up  on  pinnadles  to  the 
view  of  the  world.  Many  were  tortured  with  boots, 
thumbktns,  fire  matches,  &c.  to  force  them  to  difcover 
their  fecret  thoughts  of  (late  matters,  accufe  themfelves 
or  others,  and  anfwer  fuch  queilions  as  judges  pleafed 
to  aik  at  them.  To  fuch  a  height  of  cruelty  and  tyran- 
ny were  things  carried,  that  full  power  was  given  to 
mercilefs  foldiers  both  to  be  judges  and  executioners  of 
innocent  people  ;  fo  that  in  time  of  ptace^  without  any 
witnefles  or  form  of  law,  they  cut  off  many  in  the  open 
fields  and  highways,  and  dragged  feveral^  out  of  their 
houfef,  and  murdered  them,  if  they  did  not  take  fuch 
oaths  or  anfwer  fuch  queilions  as  they  put  to  them  ^ 
and  forr.etimes  would  not  give  them  fo  much  time,  be- 
fore killing  them,  as  to  pray  to  God  for  mercy*  Thus 
was  the  land  foaked  with  blood,  for  the  planting  and 
growth  of  the  bitte^r  root  of  Prelacy  therein.  Ah  !  have 
we  not  caufc  to  fear  that  the  Lord  plead  a  controverfy 
with  us,  as  he  did  with  Judah  many  years  after,  for  the 
fins  of  Manafieh,  and  the  inuocent  blood  that  he  (bed, 
which  (it  is  faid)  ^^  the  Lord  would  not  pardon?**  2  Kings 
xxiv.  3,  4  O  that  the  land  were  purged  from  it ! 

After  king  Charles's  death,  king  James,  a  orofcffed 
Papiil,  fucceeded  to  him  in  the  year  16^5,  wnen,  not 
only  our  civil  liberties,  but  the  Proteftant  religion,  was 
ready  to  be  facrificed  :  for  he  was  admitted  to  the  go« 
vernment  without  taking  the  coronation  oath,  which 
binds  the  king  to  maintain  it :  And  our  parliament 
when  they  met,  made  an  offer  of  duty  to  the  king, 
wherein  they  openly  declare  for  the  king's  abfblute  poyir* 
cr  and  authority,  and  promife  to  give  him  entire  obe- 
dience without  referve*    This  engagement  furely  was 

blafphemous 


A  Fair  anJ  Imparhat^fsHm^nfk  jyi 

blafphemoue,  being  only  proper  to  the  fovereign  ma* 
jcfty  of  God.  Upon  fuch  encouragement,  the  king 
took  upon  him,  by  virtue  of  hia  al^dute  power  arid 
prerogativc-royfil,  to  difpenfe  with  laws  at  his  pleafure^ 
and  particularly  to  fufpend  all  penal  iaws  a^ainft  Pa- 
pifts,  and  to  allow  them  the  free  excrcife  of  their  reli* 
gion.  Sometime  after,  vfe.  28th  Jime  1687,  he  by  his 
proclamation  fufpende<{  all  penal  and  fanguinary  laws 
.made  againft  other  Nonconformifts,  Viz.  Prcfbytcrians : 
and  gave  them  leave  to  worlhip  God  in  their  own  way 
in  houfes,  Jn joining  them  to  take  care  that  nothing  \>t 
preached  or  taught  amoni;  them  that  might  any  wife 
tend' to  alienate  the  htirtrts  of  his  people  from  him  or 
his  government  \  and  to  fignify  to  the  ricxt  m^i^iRrate 
what  places  they  makf  ufe  of,  with  the  names  of  the 
preachers.  Prcfbyterian  miniiters  did  generally  accept 
of  this  libcrry»  and  thofe  who  were  abroad  returned 
home,  and  got  nieeting  houfes  fitted  up  for  them,  and 
multitudes  flocked  to  attend  their  miniftvy,  and  -found 
it  remarkably  bleflcd  to  them.  This  toleration  indeed 
proceeded  from  a  vile  fpring,  viz.  the  king's  ablblute 
drfpenfing  power }  yet  Divine  Providence  made  ufe  of 
it,  contrity  to  the  de(igft  of  the  granter,  as  a  m-:?an  to 
bring  home  the  baniihed,  and  prepare  the  way  for  the 
happy  revolution  that  foon  followed  upon  it.  There 
is  m  the  proclamation  an  injundion  upon  -minitlers  to 
preach  nothing  that  tended  to  alienate  the  heairts  of  the 
fiibjefts  from  the  king  and  his  government.  If  the 
me.ining  of  that  was,  that  in  their  fermons  they  ihouid 
give  I/O  teftimony  againd  Popery  or  the  toleration  of  it, 
•it  was  (inful  in  any  minifter  to  comply  with  it :  But  we 
ought  in  charity  to  believe  that  thefe  faithful  minifters, 
who  had  long  given  proof,  by  their  fufferings,  •  of  their 
zeal  for  Chrilt  and  his  caufe,  had  no  regard  to  the  in* 
jun£iion  in  that  ft;nfe,  but  exenered  their  confcienees 
in  te(lifyii>g  againft  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the 
day,  and  for  which  fome  were  imprifoned  at  that  time. 
No  doubt  thofe  who  had  been  long  opprcffed  in  their 
confciences,  had  their  blood  mingled  with  their  facri- 
(ices,  and  watited  ordinances,  would  be  glad  of  a  breath* 
ing  time  to  ferve  the  Lord.  But,,  alas,  we  have  it  to 
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rfgreti  that  ^^  in  ev«ry -thing  we  offcndf  aad  lesmt 
ihort  of  the  glory  of  God.  Ah  !  we  and  our  iathcrs 
have  finned/'  and  we  ha«e  great  canife  to  be  deeply 
bumbled  both  for  their  fins  and  onr  own. 

But  behold  how  the  mercy  of  God  appeared  for  us^ 
after  innumerable  ptorocations,  and  when  all  ranks  had 
made  fearful  defe&tons  from  God  and  their  engage* 
ments  to  him.     And  after  tfaig  church  had  lien  under 
fadofpprefSon.fpr  neaar  tweAty  eight  years,  and  Popery 
was  far  advanced,  ^d  the  civil  power  in  die  hands  of 
Papifis  I  and  there  was  but  little  wanting  to  aecompliih 
the  ruin  both  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties  s  the 
xnighty  Liord  ftept  in»  and  nude  a  wonderful  appear- 
mce  for  us,  by  fending  over  the  Prince  of  Orange  (af- 
terwards proclaimtd  king  in  November  16B8,  to  refcue 
us  from  Popery  and  tyranny,  and  that  at  a  time  after 
fevcral  attempts  for  our  relief  had  mifgiven,  and  the 
hearts  of  all  true  Proteftants  were  beginning  to  faint 
Hirithin  therii,  and  the  Popiih  izQuon  had  a  numerous 
army  to  fupport  them.    Yet^  now,  when  Grod^s  time 
was  come,  our  deliverance  was  brought  at>out  with 
great  facility,  through  the  wonderful  working  and  con- 
currence of  Divine  Providence  t  So  that  **  it  was  not 
our  own  arm,  but  the  Lord's  right  hand,  that  wroi^ht 
this  falvation''  for  us ;  a  falvaiion  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  friends  of  reUgion  and  liberty.    In  particular, 
the  church  of  Scotland  ought  always  to  commemorate 
the  glorious  deliverance  and  revolution  in  1688,  where- 
in (be  was  raifed  out  of  the  duft,  2nd  to  be  thankful  to 
the  great  God  the  Author  thereof,  and  to  have  a  favoury 
remembrance  of  the  name  of  king  William,  the  happy 
inftrument  of  it  under  God.    Since  which  time  the 
Lord  ha^  granted  her  fifty  five  years  freedom  from  per- 
fecution,  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  gofpel  ordinances 
and  church  judicatories^  fuch  as  (he  never  had  fince  the 
leformation.      Though,  alas!  we  muft  acknowledge 
with  (hame,  that  we  have  not  improven  fuch  noble  op- 
portunities for  ^d  and  hiss  glory,  as  we  ought  to  have 
done.  / 

The  Ptix^  of  Orange  having,  in  his  declaration  ibr 
Scotlaod^&ewa  a  great  concern  for  our  religious  and 
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tiviji  Ubertics^  and  lor  th^  petieciited  PrefbyferiafiB  tH 

Scotland,  urkoCs  fafferiugs  he  was  well  informed  of  by^ 

<i|ir. refugees  in  Holland  from  tkne  to  time ;  the  Preit* 

byterian  minifters  met  and  addreffed  himj  coh^rat«ilat> 

iog  his  arrival  in  Britain,  and  thanking  him  for  hisde* 

cbiation^  whei^in  they  convplain  of  the  overturning  of 

Frefoyterian  government,  which  was  generally  feoeived 

as  of  4ivi&e  rights  andof  the  eftablithii^  of  Prelacy 

contrafry  to  Solemn  engj^gei^ents.     When  the  prince 

eune  to  the  throne,  and  had  t4ie  gorernnient  in  hh 

hand€,  ht  ^(^cd  agreeably  to  his  declaration:   And 

though  .he  dad  not  all  forus  we  could  have  wiihed^  yet 

we  have  good  ground  to  be  aflured  ^f  king*WiUiam*s 

hearty  inclinations  to  f  .^ve  the  church  -of  Scotland,  and 

his  willingnefs  to  have  done  much  more  For  her  than  he 

did«    £ttt  it  was  our  unha|^pinefs,  as  well  as  his»  that 

he  had  a  Prelatic  church  in  £aa[land  to  manage  and 

gratify,  among  whom  the  Scots  Prelatiils  wanted  not  a« 

bundance  of  Mends  to  agent  daily  for  them ;  Thefe 

proved  great  clogs  and  hindrances  tp  tli^king'a  gracious 

intentions  :  yet  notwtthAanding  he  did  a  great  deal  td 

raife  up  a  poor  finking  church  from  imminent  ruit^ 

which  we  ought  never  to  forget* 

Through  the  encouragement  ^  lits  declaration,  and 
call  to  our  ftates,  a  convention  of -dates  met  at  £din« 
burgh  in  AprU  16S9,  ^^  formed  a  claim  of  right,  fet« 
ting  forth  the  grievances  and  privileges  of  the  nariong 
and  among  the  r&ft  declaring^  that  Z*^  Prelacy,  and  the 
fuperiority  of  any  office  in  the  church  above  Prelhyteff^ 
is  and  hath  beea  a  gre^  and  infuppertabie  grievance 
and  tremble  to  this  nation,  and  contrary  to  the  inciina^ 
tions  of  the  generality  of  the  people  ever  fmce  the  re« 
foonation  (they  having  reformed  from  Popery  by  Prcf« 
byters)  and  therefore  ought  to  be  abolilhed*"  And  the 
faid  convention  being  afterward  turned  into  a  parlia*. 
ment,  the  king  and  queen,  with  their  advioe  and  confent 
in  July  16891  ^^  icnrmallf  abolift  Prelacy,  and  refcind 
all  aftsand  Itatuces  formerly  paft  in  favours  of  it*  There^ 
was  alfo  the  draught  of  an  a£l  brought  in,  and  twice 
read  in  pariian^ent,  for  excluding  all  tkoie  from  places 
of  public  truft^  who  had  a  fhare  in  .the  oppreflionft  of 
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the  former  reigns:  but  the  more  zealoiis  part  in  the 
|)arliament  had  not  ftrength  to  carry  it,  and  therefore  it 
was  dropt,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  both  chi^rch  and 
ftate.  The  earls  Melvil,  Crawfurd,  and  feveral  others, 
were  very  friendly  to  Presbyterians :  yet  they  could  not 
this  fcffion  of  Parliament  carry  an  afl:  for  reftoring  Pref- 
bytcrian  government,  partly  bec^ufe  fevcral  leading 
members  were  either  inclined  to  Epifcopcy,  or  pretend- 
ed to  dread  the  tyranny  of  Preftyrery ;  and  partly  be- 
caofe  the  enemies  of  this  church  had  fo  much  intereit 
in  fcTcrals  about  the  king  to  caft  remara's  in  the  way. 
Tet  a  good  manyEpifcoptcal  miniilers  were  by  the  coun- 
cil turned  out  of  their  churches,  (pr  not  praying  for  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  and  for  other  adls  of  difloy- 
dty. 

Next  year,  April  1690,  an  a£i  of  parliament  was  paft 
for  reftoring  all  the  furviving  Prefbyterian  minifters  to 
their  churches,  who  had  been  thruft  from  them  (ince 
January  1661,  for  not  conforming  to  Prelacy  and  the 
courfes  of  the  time.  Likewife,  they  refcinded  the  a£fc 
for  the  kmg*s  fupremacy  in  ecclefiaftic  caufes*  June 
7th  1690,  they  paft  ah  aA  for  ratifying  the  ConfefSon 
of  Faith,  now  received  among  us,  after  it  was  read  in 
their  prefence :  alfo  they  eftabltfhed  Preibytei^an  go* 
vernment  and  difcipline,  as  it  was  fettled  by  14th  a£t» 
James  VL  Pari.  12.  1592*  except  that  part  of  it  relating 
to  patronages ;  they  refcinded  many  a£ls  which  were 
made  againft  Prc(bytery,  and  for  Prelacyi  and  for  the 
five  articles  of  Perth,  the  tcft,  &c*  and  appointed  the 
£rft  meeting  of  the  general  aflembly  to  be  in  Odober 
1690.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  the  a£t  eftablifliing 
Preft>yterian  government,  they  eftablilh  it,  not  only  as 
agreeable  to  the  itK:linatton8  of  the  people  as  in  the  claim 
of  right,  but  alfo  as  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
moft  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  true  piety  and 
godlinefe.  And  by  that  a£t  they  exprefsiy  refcind  all 
other  a£ls,  laws,  ftatutes  aild  proclamations,  in  fo  far  as 
they  are  contrary  to,  or  inconfiftent  with,  the  Pr6teftant 
religion  and  Prefi>yterian  government  now  eftablilhed  ; 
which  includes  all  the  .unrighteous  ads  of  the  late  reigns 
againft  the  church. 

By 
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By  their  23d  aA  they  aboUfticd  patronages,  and  gave 
liberty  to  parifhes  to  call  their  own  minifter&«  By  a£k 
27th  and  28th,  they  refcinded  the  perfecuting  laws  of  the 
former  period ;  whereby  mens  confciences  were  delirered 
from  the  thraldom  of  enfnaring  oaths,  and  of  attending 
any  worfhip  againft  their  light.  Likewife,  they  paft  an 
a£l  for  refcinding  the  fines  and  forfeitures  of  the  former 
reigns ;  which  was  a  public  condemnation  of  the  op« 
preflion  and  cruelty  thereof.  Surely  then  we  muft  own 
that  thefe  were  not  fmall  things  which  icing  WUtiam 
and  his  parliament  did  for  this  poor  church  v^hen  lying 
in  the  duft.  Some  at  a  diftance  may  make  light  of 
them,  becaufe  every  thing  was  not  done  they  would 
have  had ;  but  fui;ely  Chtiftians  of  folid  judgment,  and 
diofe  who  groaned  fo  long  under  the  heavy  bondage 
and  fufFeringS\of  thofe  times,  were  made  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thankfulnefs^  that  it  was  the  Lord's  right 
hand  that  turned  again  the  captivity  of  our  Zxon*  Our 
reftored  captives  were  then  furprifed  with  their  liberty; 
they  were  like  men  that  dreamed,  amazed  ^t  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  and  obliged  to  fay,  *^  The  Lord  hath  done 
great  things  for  us*" 

In  confequencc  of  the  z€t  of  parliament,  the  firft 
general  aifembly  met  at  Edinburgh  0£lober  16th  1690, 
after  about  forty  years  interruption,  where  was  a  great 
gathering  of  old  baniflied  fufFering  minifters,  who  had 
furvived  the  long  (lorm  of  perfecution  that  lay  upon 
tliis  toiTed  and  affli£ied  church.  Thefe  minifters  had 
feveral  general  meetings  before  this :  In  one  of  them 
they  agreed  that  the  firft  day  of  the  Affrmbly's  meeting 
fhould  be  kept  as  a  day  of  folemn  failing  and  humiiia- 
tion,  which  was  obferved  accordingly  by  prayer  and 
preaching  both  before  and  afternoon,  their  majeiVies 
high  commiflioncr  Lord  Carmichael  joining  with  them 
in  that  good  work*  Afterwards  king  William's  letter 
to  the  Aff<jmbly  was  prefcnted,  in  which  he  exprefTes 
his  affe£^ion  to  them,  but  prefies  calmnefs  and  modera- 
tion in  their  proceedings  in  very  ftrong  terms  ;'yea,  tells 
them,  that  his  authority  fhould  never  be  a  toiA  to  their 
irregular  pafTions.  In  anfwer  to  this  letter,  the  AfH^m- 
Wy  fiy,  "  They  received  this  letter  with  all  the  joy 

aQi 


and.  tKackfulneft  Ehiat  the  ri^g  and  ftimng'ii^tA  ^. 
ilk  feyal  favou*  upim  thib  long  zffi&ei  an4  diftteffisd" 
chitrch  eouU  poffibiy  it)fpir€.  The  God^  of  lererdie 
Pfinee  of  pe«ce>  with  all  the  providenee^  th«t  hare 
gone  over  tts,  atid  circainiiances  ih«t  we- are  ufider^  a» 
well  a»  youf  majtfty'»  obltgiiig  pleafure»  require  ^  uW 
a  calm  and  peaceabi«  procedare.  And  if,  alter  the  Tio*^ 
knee  for  conicience^fake,  that  we-  have  fiiifered -and  fe» 
much  detcftedy  a«d  thofe  grievous  abafes  of  ttfd^iqr 
in  the  lat^  retgn8>  (whereby^  thfough  fo«le  men^  irre^ 

Jalaf  pafiion&»  we  have  fo  jfadly  fmavted)  we  ouvfelvea* 
]Ould  lapfe  into  the  fame  errers)  we  iliould  certaiblif' 
proy|s  the  kioR.  unjuft  towairde .  Gck!,  foofiih^  towatds' 
tfurfelves^  and  ungrate  towards  your  fnajefty^  of  allinen' 
upon  eartV  Afterwards  they  fay^  *^  Defiritig  in  aH^ 
things  to  approve  ourCelves  unto  God,  as  the  tme*  A£* 
dples  o£  Jefus  Chrift,  wh<^j  though  moft  :|eak>u»  »v 
gainil  all  corruptions  in  lus  churcD^  was  moft  gentle 
lOM-ards  the  perfons  of  men/'  Bat>  notwitMlamding  oj? 
all  this  modeiation  df  the  A^mbly,  the  Ptotatieal  partf 
faifed  great  clamours  ag^ft  them  at  conrt'i  and'thr-ougbf 
England,  for  their  ieyerity.  But^  as  the  a^fn^y  eb«t 
fcive  in  their  forefaij  anfwer  to  the  fcifig^  "  Great  re* 
vohuions  of  this  nature  iriud  be  attended,  wid)  ecQaHona 
of  complaint }  and  even  the  worft  of  m^  are  ready  to 
cry  out  of  wrong  for  their  jufteft  defer vings.** 

This  aiTenibly  was  much  coneerned  to  get  Prefoy^ 
ferians  united  among  themfelves,  who  under  the-  late 
perfecution  had  been  wofuUy  divided  by  niean^  of^the 
indulgences  and  toleration  granted  by  the  civil- govern* 
xnent  i  and,  to  compafs  this  defign^  they  seeeived  into 
Jfellowibip  with  this  church  and  her.  judicatories,  three 
mimftersi  Mailers  Linmng,  Shields,  and  Boyd^  «4ia 
bad  carried  the  point  of  feparationon  the  forefakl  ac« 
counts  to  too  great  a  height ;-  but  now-  promifed  to  Hve 
in  union  with^  and  fubjedion  to  the  judicatortes  of  the 
church  for  the  future  i  haviog  at  the  fame  time  gtveit 
in  a  long  paper  for  the  exoneration  cf  theiV  confeiences, 
bearing  teltimony  to  what  they  judged  right,  asd  «• 
gainft  what  they  took  to  be  wrong.  Thtfe  three  mmi* 
iters  afterwards  proved  eminently  ufd^ui  in  the<church 

and 


and  in  die  judicatories,  and  contributed  greatly  to  heat 
die  fchifm  that  was  among  na. 

This  church  having  been  long  Overwhelmed  with' 
rnniSy  this  Aflemblf  1690  had  much  work  to  do,  to 
reibove  fofhe  of  the  rubbi(h|  and  eftaUifb  fome  order : 
They  had  multitudes  of  cutatea  remaining  in  the  church* 
es  fttll  to  deal  with  (  they  had  civil  rulers  urging  m 
coalitidn  with,  or  comprrhen6on  of,  manj^  of  them  i 
they  had  rents  among  themftlves  to  heal,  and  many 
other  dtfficttlties^o  grapple  wkh* ,  Amidft  all  thefe  the3F^ 
did  a  gieat  many  good  things,  fuch  as  appointing  alt 
'  minifters,  elders,  and  probationers,  to  fubfcribe  the  Con* 
fefiion  of  Faith;  making  ads  for  keeping  the  Lord's, 
day,  and  for  applying  the  Parliament  to'  alter  markets 
from  Saturdays  and  Mondays,  for  ereding  fchods  in 
the  Highlands,  providing  them  with  Iriih  Bibles,  for 
re&inding  the  fentenoes  paft  by  the  public  refotutioners 
^  and  proteftors  againft  one  another.  They  appoitited 
large  committees  or  commiffions  for  vifiting  feverat 
parts  of  the  national  church*  with  inftriifiions  how  to 
manage ;  they  alfo  appointed  two  of  their  number  to 
repair  to  London,  to  vtrait  upon  the  king  concerning  tbo 
af&irs  of  this  church.  And  for  further  healing  of  th^ir 
rents,>turaing  away  the  wrath  of  God,  and  imploring 
his  roeicy,  ll^  appointed  a  national  faft  to  be  obferved 
on  the  f^cond  Thut£day  of  January  tbeteaftet :  In  th€ 
oittfes  whereof,  they  enimierate  a  great  many  fins  of 
the  land,  both  in  the  former  and  prefent  times  $  fuch 
as,  '*  Ingratitude  for  mercies,  treacherous  deafing  with 
God,  unltedfaftnefs  in  his  covenant,  falling  from  their 
firft  love,  open  defedion  of  all  ranks  from  the  ways  of 
God,  by  horrid  immoralities,  and  facrificing  the  intereft 
of  Chrift  and  privileges  of  his  church  to  die  \siU  and 
lufts  <rf  men,  introducing  Prelacy,  impofing  and  taking 
unlawful  oaths,  (hedding  innocent  blood, -the  general 
^  fainting  under  the  late  perfecutions,  and  even  of  emi- 
nent minifters,  by  either  yielding  to  the  defections  and 
evils  of  time,  or  not  giving  feafonable  and  neceffary  tefi^ 
timony  againft  them }  ignorance  and  negled  of  Chrift^ 
and  or  living  by  faith  on  him  %  contempt  of  the  gofpel, 
and  barrennefs  under  it  \  want  of  holincfs  and  piety 
'  Vol.  IV.  3  A    ,  towards 
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towards  God|  and  of  love  and  charity  towards  m^  ^ 
the  moft  part  being  more  ready  to  ccnfure  the  fins  of 
others^  than  to  repent  of  their  own."  Thefe,  and  a 
great  many  other  evils,  they  mention  as  a  ground  of 
fafting.  It  has  indeed  been  complained  of,  that  the 
hints  given  of  fomc  of  thefe  evils  are  too  general.  No 
doubt,  if  the  drawing  of  the  aS  had  been  put  in  feme 
hands,  thefe  had  been  more  particularly  and  fully  ex« 
prefTedy  and  the  Affembly  would  not  have  fcrupled  to 
have  approven  the  a6%  in  that  (hape.  It  is  wifbed  the 
zOi  had  been  more  full  and  explicit)  with  refped  to 
the  (bedding  of  the  blood  of  God's  faints  and  martyrs 
under  prelacy,  the  king's  ecclefiaftic  fupremacy  then 
advanced  to  a  mbft  blafphemous  height,  the  felf*con- 
tradiCtory  oath  of  the  alK>minable  teft,  and  the  fearful 
indignities  done  to  our  covenants,  which  we  find  men- 
tioned by  fubfequent  aflemUies,  and  for  which  there  is 
caufe  t>f  mourning  and  humiliation  to  this  day.  Like- 
wifowe  wifli  they  had  done  more  to  retrieve  the  ho- 
nour of  thefe  broken  and  burnt  Covenants,  by  openly 
aflerting  the  lawfuhiefs  and  obligation  of  them,  and 
applying  to  the  civil  powers  for  their  concurrence  to 
renew  them,  or  rather  of  one  made  up  of  both,  with 
accommodation  to  their  timesand  circumftances*  No 
doubt  they  Vrere  weU  apprifed  of  the  oppofition  that 
would  be  made  to  fuch  a  motion,  as  they  found  made 
to  other  fuch  defigns,  and  particularly  to  that  of  purg- 
ing the  church,  and  keeping  out  of  judicatories  thcdfe 
who  were  enemies  to  it ;  in  which  they  met  with  ftre- 
nuouB  oppofition  from  ftatefmen  and  great  men  in 
power,  and  eveii  from  the  throne  itfelf;  as  appears 
from  the  king  to  the.  Commiflion  of  Afiembly  1690, 
and  his  letter  to  Aflembly  1692^  wherein  he  preffvs 
.ftrongly  their  uniting  with  the  Epifcopal  minifters  then, 
in  churches.  His  commiffioner,  the  Earl  of  Lothian, 
feconded  the  king's  letter ;  and,  becaufe  they  fell  not  in 
with  it,  he.faid  he  had  orders  to  diflblve  the  Afiembly, 
which  he  did>  without  naming  a  diet  for  another. 

And  here  we  cannot  but  obferve  the  noble  fpiritand 
difpofition  of  the  Afiembly  1692,  which  they  (hewed 
upon  that  occafion.      The  moderator,    Mr  William 

Crichtoh, 
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Crichton,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Commiflionery  delivered 
himfclf  as  follo.ws  :  ''  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace,  this 
Aflembly,  and  all  the  members  of  this  national  churchy 
are  under  the  greateft  obligations  poifible  to  his  Majcfty : 
and»  if  his  Majefty's  commands  to  lis  had  been  in  any 
or  all  our  concerns  in  the  worl  j,  we  would  have  laid 
our  hands  upon  our  mouth  and  been  filent ;  but  they 
being  Tor  a  difTolutbn  of  this  Aflembly»  without  indi£l« 
ing  another  to.  a  certain  day,  therefore,  having  been 
moderator  to  this  Aflenbly/  I  in  their  name,  they  ad- 
hering io  me,  humbly  crave  leave  to  declare,  that  the 
office-bearers  in  the  houfe  of  God  have  a  fpiritual  ixx^ 
trinfic  power  from  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  Head  of  his 
church,  to  meet  in  Aflembly  about  the  affairs  thereof, 
the  neceflity  of  the  fanie  being  iirft  reprefented  to  the 
magiftrate ;  and  further,  I  humbly  crave^  that  the  diflb- 
lution  of  this  AiTembly,  without  indiding  ^  new  one 
to  a  certain  day,  may  not  be  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
yearly  General' Aflemblies  granted  us  by  the  laws  Qf 
the  kingdom/*  ^  Here  the  members  rofe  up,  and  with 
6ne  voice  declared  their  adherence  to  what  the  modera* 
Cor  had  (aid.  Whereupon,  the  moderator  turning  him* 
felf  to  the  Aflembly,  as  if  he  was  to  pray,  the  mem- 
bers, by  a  general  cry,  prefied  to  name  a  diet  for  the 
next  General  Affiembly. ,  The  moderator  therieupon 
faid,  That,  if  they  pleafed,  the  next  General  Aflembly 
Plight  meet  here  ajt  Edinburgh^  upon  the  third  Wed*" 
nefday  of  Auguft  1^93  years.  And  the  members  did 
again  wich'one  voice  declare  their  approbation  thereof* 
Wherefore  thofe  who  knew  the  difficulties  our  anceilors 
had  then  to  druggie  withj^  will  rather  he  inclined  to 
pity  than  cenfure  them,  and  to  blefs  God  that  helped 
them  to  do  fo  well ;  though  dill  it  mud  be  owned,  it 
would  have  been  much  for  the  church's  exoneration^ 
that  matters  had  been  more  plainly  and  clofely  laid  to 
the  door  of  the  date,  that  the  world  might  have  feen 
where  the  dop  was.  '  ' 

Neverthelefs,  by  that  wonderful  Revolution,  all  per-  . 

fecution  was  dopt,  and  the  church  enjoyed  the  freedom 

of  gofpel-ordinances ',  the  Lord  gav?  large  tedimony  to 

the  word  of  hia  grace,  and  there  were  great  days  of 
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the  ^'  Son  of  mfifn**  in  mtnj  plaixi  of  the  laniy  and' 
multHodes  of  feola  wiire  broii|^  in  to  Jrfot  Chrift 
tiieit  Samnr.  Likewifc  jadicatorjes  did  many  good 
fc&asff^s  ibmc  of  which  we  ihall  inflitnce. 

The  General  hSttsIA^^  in  the  years  ^694^  1697^ 
1698,  and  fubiequenc  ye«r»»  (hewed  gfei^t  zeal  for  fofi^ 
pwfitig  prof«nenef8  and  immorality,  by  tnakinir^  many. 
^%  to  that  pnrpofpi^  and  by  q>plying  to  the  Parttament 
to  Goncikr  with  them  by  the  civil  anthority ;  who  were 
pleafed  to  revive  foraoer  %Qi%f  nnd  make  feverai  evteU 
lent  new  ads  for  that  end,  which  >ke  AflemUy  ap* 
pointed  to  be  read,  together  wtd»  their  own  a£l$»  iv^ 
<;uent)y  from  the  polpita.  Iikewife»  it  uraa  die  care 
and  bufineffi  of  the  General  Aflembly»  for  nutny  yeavfi, 
€0  get  the  North  and  Hwhland*  fupplaed  and  planted 
with  proper  miaifters ;  they  fefit  diverfe  coosmitteeft  of 
die  moft  experienced  minifters  to  purge  and  plant" the 
Nordhy  and  tran^orted  many  of  the  beft  miniftera  of 
iihe  So«ith  to  that  country. 

Thefe  ifitft  Afiembtiet^  and  feverals  fince^  have  made 
fkrid;^  hws'  with  refpe£l:  to  licenSng  prcacbevf,  not 
only  about  tbeir  leaniii^f,  dttbodoxy,  and  prudence  1 
but  have  apponHed  pr^yteries  ^^  to  make  narrow 
enquiry  into  their  moral  character  and  piety,  and  w4)at 
fenfe  and  impreffions  they  have  ef  rehgion  opon  their 
own  foub ;  stod  they  declare  that  fuch  as  arc  efteeaaed 
to  be  Vain,  impr|ident|  prood^  or  worldly*  mindedy  by 
the  generality  ii  fober  intelligent  perfons  who  converft 
with  them,  ihall  be  kept  back  from  that  facred  work*'' 
}Iappy  were  it  for  the  chnrch,  if  thefe  excollient  roka 
were  ftridly  ohferved  by  ali  the  prefbyteriea  of  this 
church  I  -      ^ 

'  They  made  a£|;s  agaiiift  the  Athetftkal  opiniooa  of 
llie  Detfts  atfd  others.  They  condemned  the  errors  of 
]fci!]adam  Bottfignon,  and  depofed  Dr  Garden  for 
efpeufii^  tiiem.  They  fttidly.  appointed  all  minifteis 
and  pieachers  to  fublcribe  the  Confeffion  of  Faith* 
And  for  preferving  of  trnth,  and  for  preventing  the 
corrupting  of  youth  with  error  and  imntoraUty^  they 
Appomted  all  fchooJmafters^  chaplains,  and  goveraom 
of  youth,  to  fubfcribe  the  ConieiBon  of  Faiths  w^ 

:  ^  •  ^  thofe 
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ihofe  who  do  not  fo^  or  are  guilty  of  negligence^  error 
or  imoioralityt  they  appointed  prefbyteries  to  apply  to 
magiftrates»  heritof8»  &c.  to  get  them  rerooved  fronn 
their  offices.  They  alfo  enaAed«<  That  thofe  who 
(hould  receiTe  licence  or  ordination  from  aay  of  the 
late  prelal£8»  (hoiiid  he  incapable- of  minifterial  com* 
muQiion  with  this  church,  till  they  give  evidence  of  their 
repentance. 

They  made  excellent  barrier  ads,  for  preventing  aU 
innovationa  in  our  doftrine,  worihlp,  or  government, 
by  appointtOK  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  >^^  which  are  to  be  bind* 
ing  rules  and  conftitutions  to  the  church,  (hall  Srft  be' 
pra^pofedas  overtures  to  the  Aflemblyi  and  be  tranfl 
imtled  by  them  to  the  (everal  prefbytectes  of  this  churchy 
that  Aey  may  fend  their  opiiiions  or  confcnt  to  the 
next  AiTembly,  who  may  then  pafs  the  fame  into  afli^ 
if  die  more  general  opinion  of  the  church,  thus  had, 
agreed  thereunto.  They  made  many  2kQ.i  and  frequent 
^ippHcations  to  the  government,  for  (uppreffing  and  pre* 
venting  the  growth  of  popery;  and  encouraged  (Indents 
and  preachers  having  Iriih«  that  they  might  be  ufeful 
in  thofe  parts;  and  do  ftill  coatinue  to  fend  fuch  to  • 
aflift  the  minifters  where  popery  abou^4^A  hy  preachingt 
catechiiing,  andinilru£ting  of  the  people,  for  counter* 
a£iing  the  trafficking  priefts  among  th^m:  In  which 
defign  our  Sovereign  now  concurs,  by  the  yearly 
bounty  of  a  thouUnd  pounds  Sterling-  Alfo  tbe 
Aflenibly  have  been  at  great  pains  to  get  fchools  tie^ 
cd  in  every  parilh  throughout  the  land,  and  appoint 
numbers'  to  fee  that  none  be  fuffered  to  negleathe 
teaching  of  their  children  to  readj  and  that  ^  poqr 
be  taught  upon  charity* 

The  commiffion  of  Afiembly  1699,  according  to  their 
laftru^ioQS,  feot  four  worthy  luiniders,  McfTrd  Shields^ 
Boreiand^  Stobo,  and  DalglieQii  with  the  Scots  coloay 
to  America;  and  one  great  deiign  was  for  propagating 
the  gofpel,  and  converting  the  Heathen  in  thofe  parts. 
The  -AdSembly  170Q  appointed  a  national  faft,  and  one 
ijpecial  ground  was  for  their  fuccefs.  Of  which  they 
acquainted  them  by  a  letter,  in  which  they  direded 
them.   Upon  their  landing  and  fettling  in  America, 

"to 
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•*  to  keep  a  day  with  all  the  people  for  folemn  prayer 
and  fading,  bewailing  former  fins>  renewing  baptifoial 
engagements,  and,  with  the  greateft  ferioufnefs,  dedi- 
cating themfelves  and  the  land  unto  the  Lord  "  The 
AffcmWy  1704  fet  on  foot  that  noble  pTojed  of  propa« 
gating  Chriftian  Knowledge  in  the  Highlands,  Iflands, 
and  foreign  parts  of  the  world,  by  crefting  charity- 
fchools  and  otherwifc,  which  they  began  by  a  voluntary 
fubfcription  and  contribution  through  the  nation,  in- 
ftru£ling  their  commiflioner  to  encourage  and  carry  on 
the  faid  defign,  which  was  done  from  «time  to  time, 
until  they  obtained  letters  patent  from  the  fovereign, 
anno  f  709,  for  ereditig  the  fubfcribers  into  a  fociety 
and  corporation  for  managing  t^at  aflFair;  and  many 
coUeftions  have  our  Aflemblies  appointed  for  that  bleiTed 
defign,  whereby,  and  by  donations  from  pious  perfons 
both  at  home  and  abroad  to  the  fociety,  their  ftock  is 
greatly  increafed,  and  they  are  now  enabled  to  maintain 
above  130  charity- fchools  iii  our  Highlfinds  and  lilands 
at  home,  befides  feveral  miflionary  in  America^  for 
propagating  Chriftianity  among  the  Heathen.  And  we 
have  certain  information  of  the  happy  fuccefs  of  thefe 
fchools  at  home ;  thoufands  of  ignorant  and  barbarous 
people  have  been  civilized  and  reformed,  and  many  of 
them,  we  hope,  have  become  truly  religious.  Like- 
wife,  the  Affembly  have  been  at  great  pains  to  get  new 
imprcfljohs  of  the  Bible  in  Irifti,  and  alfo  to  get  the 
Pfalms,  Confeflion  of  Faith,  Larger  and  Shorter  Gate- 
chifms,  tranflated  into  Irifh,  and  difpcrfed  through  the 
Highlands;  and  by  the  help  of  pioufly  difpofed  perfons, 
both  ?fi  this  and  our  neighbour  nation,  they  have 'got 
to  the  number  of  80  libifaries  fettled  in  particular  places 
through  the  Highlands  and  Iflands.  And  what  reafon 
have  we  and  all  Scotfmen  to  give  thanks  to  God  for 
dire£ling,  countenancing,  and  profpeiing  this  noble 
deHgn  fo  far  in  our  land  ?  They  alfo  eftabiiOied  an  ex- 
cellent form  of  proccfs  in  church  judicatories  with  re- 
lation to  fcandals  and  cenfures,  by  a£t  n.'  AS.  1707; 
likewife  an  ufeful  method  for  minifterial  vifitation  of 
families,  by  a£t  lo.  AiT.  1708. 

Thefe, 


Thcfci  and  many  other  good  thing  »  have  ouroM 
fuiFeriog  mintfters  and  our  General  AiTembly  been  in* 
ftrumentsi  under  God,  to  fet  on  foot  and  promote, 
fince  the  Revolution ;  for  which  we  defire  always  to 
offer  up  OUT  hearty  thankfgiving  and  praifes  to  Almighty 
God,  for  helping  them  fo  far  in  advancing  our  holy 
religion. 

It  has  been  indeed  complained  by  fome,  that  after 
the  Revolution  they  did  not  pafs  diftin£l  reciiTory  zQts^ 
for  Chrift's  Headftiip  after  his  Church,  the  Divine  right 
of  Preibytery,  the  Church's  Intrinfic  Power,  the  Ob- 
h'gatiou  of  our  Covenants,  Scc^  No  doubt  it  might  be 
fome  (top  to  them,  that  the  magiftrate  entertained  a 
jealous  eye  then  upon  the  church,  with  refptd  to  tbefe 
points,  left  they  (hould  have  carried  matters  ^o  too  great 
heights  againft  thofe  who  differed  from  them  ^  and 
therefore  the  king  and  Parliament,  Pari.  !•  feiT.  2'  re-  . 
fcinded  all  the  old  a&s  in  favours  of  the  church,  which 
enjoined  civil  pains  upon  their  fcntences  of  excommu- 
nication. Yet,  notwithftandingt  we  wiQi  they  had 
done  more,  if  poflible,  for  aflerting  thefe  principles 
which  they  held,  than  they  did,  immediately  after  the 
Revolution.  Had  they  forefeen  what  a  handle  their  not 
doing  it  would  have  given  to  fome  to  promote  a  fepara* 
tion  from  this  church,  we  perfuade  ourfelves  they  would 
have  eflayed  to  have  done  more.  Thofe  old  fufFerers 
indeed  might  reckon  that  the  world  was  fufficiently  ap« 
prifed  of  their  principles  with  refpe£t  to  forefaid  points, 
and  that  no  man  would  queftion  thenv  feeing  they  had 
hazarded  the  lofs  of  ail  things  for  adhering  to  them ; 
for  it  was  upon  that  very  account  they  were  calt  out  of 
their  houfes  apd  benefices,  imprifoned,  fined,  banidied, 
and  hunted  as  partridges  on  the  mountains.  And  al- 
though they  paft  not  diilin&  Aficrtory  Ads  with  refped 
to  thefe  points,  yet  we  have  plain  declarations  of  their 
mind  about  them  in  feverai  public  ads  and  deeds.  It 
was  upon  their  folicitation  that  the  Parliament,  June  7. 
1690,  paft  *an  a£l  for-eftabliOiing  Prefbyterian  govern* 
ment  among  us,  as  being  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  ratified  our  CoofeiTion  of  Faith, 
and  inferted  it  verbatim  in  their  public  records,  in  which 

Confcffion 
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Confcfiion  it  is  expref$ly  aflertedi  ehap.  30.  fe^«  t^  1* 
**  The  Lord  Jefas»  as  King  and  Head  of  his  Chuithy 
hath  therein  appointed  a  goTernment  in  the  hand  oi 
chnreh-odicers,  diftinA  from  the  civil  magiftrate.  To 
thofe  officers  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  are 
eommitted,"  &c.  And,  chap.  26.  fed.  6*  ^^  There  is  no 
Head  of  the  Church  but  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift/*  And, 
chap.  23.  fed.  3*  '^  The  civil  magiftrate  may  not  af« 
fumc'  to  himfelf  the  adminiftration  of  the  word  and 
facramentSy  or  the  power  of  thrkeys  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,'^  &c.  Likewife  they  refcindcd  the  ad  for 
the  king's  fupremacy  in  church  affiiirs*  Our  £rft  Afleiki- 
biyy  by  many  ads,  have  aj^proven  onr  ConfelSon  with 
all  aforefaid  articles,  and  appointed  all  the  members  of 
this  church  to  adhere  thereto ;  alfo  minifiers,  elders, 
and  intrants  to  the  miniilry,  are  bound  to  make  folemn 
profeiEon  thereof,  and  fubfcribe  the  iame ;  and  parents 
at  baptifm  are  daily  required  to  train  up  their  cnildren 
according  to  it. 

Likewife  the  moderators  of  ail  our  Aflemblies,  at 
the  clofe  of  every  Aflcmbly,  do  publicly  afiert  and  de- 
clare before  the  king^s  high  Commiflioner,  that  ^*  as 
d)e  Aflembly  meet  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Oirift, 
the  only  King  and  Head  of  his  church,  fo  they  part  in 
the  fame  name  j*'  and  alfo  they  name  the'  diet  of  the 
next  Aflembly.  And  wheii  the  commiffionef  diflblved 
the  Aflembly  1 692  abruptly,  without  naming  a  diet  for  . 
another,  the  moderator  did,  in  his  face,  with  conCsnt 
of  the  whole  Aflembly,  remonftrate  againft  it,  and  de- 
clare, that  "  the  office-bearers  in  the  houfe  of  God 
have  a  fpiritual  intrinfic  power  from  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
only  Head  of  his  Church,  to  meet  in  Aflemblies  about 
the  aflairs  thereof  -**  and  he  named  a  diet  for  another 
A  flembly .  All  this  is  recorded^  in  the  AflTembly's  books* , 
In  like  manner  did  the  Aflembly  remonftrate,  when 
diflblved  in  the  year  1 703.  And  the  very  next  Afieftibiy 
1704,  in  their  anfwer  to  the  queen's  letter,  do  plain- 
ly tell  her,  that  *^  they  were  now  again  met  10  a 
National  Aflembly  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift."  Alfo^  they  approved  the  feveral  fynod  books 
through  Scotland,  which  had  Aflertory  Ads  rcegrded 
«  in 
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Sei  them,  for  Chrift^  H«ad<liip,  thd  Dlvin«  Right  of 
Preftytcry,  the  Chutch's  Intrinlic  Power,"  &c.  To 
prevent  which  approbation,  was  the  reafon  (a3  then 
generally  bcKevcd)  why  the  tommiflioner  dlflblved  the 
preceding  Aflfembly.  Again,  the  AC*mbIy  1705,  in 
tbeh*  7th  z&  concerning  Mr  Hepburn^  do  aflert  in  phih 
word^i  that  <«  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill  is  the  alone  Klhg 
and  Head  of  the  Church.**  And  Affl  1707,  aa  ii. 
declare,  that  "  our  Lord  Jiefus  Chrift  hath  inftifuted 
a  gbvernment,  and  goternors  eccleftailtcal  in  his  houfe;  ^ 
whh  power  to  meet  for  the  oiyef  and  government 
thereof.** 

And  as  for  the  Divine  right  of  Prcdljytery,  the  af- 
fembly .  171 1  do  exprcfsly  declare  for  it  in  their  i  oth  aft^ 
when  they  appoint  all  entrants  to  the  miniftry,  both 
when  licenfed  and  ordained,  to  fubfcribe  and  declare; 
not  Only  thdt  our  Ccmfeffion  of  Fanh  and  purity  of 
wdrflijp  are  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  but  alfo 
that  *'  the  Pre(byterian  government  and  difcipline  <jf 
thh  chutch  are  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  and  a- 
grceaWe  thereto  ;**  and  alfo  folemnly  to  **  cngaere  that 
they  will  (irmly  and  conftantly  adhere  to  .the  faid  doc«' 
ttine  and  t^Hhip,  and  to  the  ntmoft  of  their  ppwei',  in 
thetrftation,  aflert,  maintain  and  defend  the  difcipline 
and  'Preftjftcrian  government  of  this  church,  by  kirk- 
feflioos  prefbytericrs,  provincial  fynods,  and  general  a& 
feitiWics,  during  all  the  days  of  their  lives."  Whereby^ 
all  mitiifters  and  preachers  do  plainly  renew  our  cove- 
naift^.  And  that  minifters  in  former  years  were  of  the 
fame  mind,  appears  by  the  church's  declaration  by  thei^ 
coitimiffion  in  the  year  1698,  pabliihed  in  their  Seafon- 
aW*  Admonition,  p.  5.  in  which  they  fay,  **  We  do 
believe  and  Own  that  Jefus  .Chrift  is  the  only  Head  and 
King  of  his  church  :  and  that  he  hath  inftituced  in  his 
church,  officers  and  ordinances^  order  and  government, 
and  not  left  it  tb  the  will  of  man,  magiftrate  or  churehi 
to  alter  at  thcif  pleafure.  And  we  believe  this  govern- 
ment h  neither  prelatical  nor  congregational,  btit  pref- 
byterian,  which  now,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  is . 
eftdlflrfhed  amongft  us>  and  believe  we  have  a  better 
foah^itidn  for  this  our  church-government^  than  the 
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kidiilatlen  of  t}ie  people,  Dr  laws  df  men,''  &c«  kxA 
that  cootmiffion's  whole  af^ings  and  caodofiona  weie- 
ratified  and  approvvn  by  Aff.  16991  aA  ij»  Befidca 
all  wbichi  our  aflemblies  ^xA  €Onixin*ffioas  have  £re» 
qaently  owned  the  obligation  of  our  covenants,  by 
mentioning  the  breaches  of  aien  among  our  caufos  of 
faftillg'  Afl*.  1 700,  aCt  5.  they  lament  *^  our  conlim^ 
ed  unfaitfafttlnefi  to  God»  tiotwithftanding  of  o«nr  io^ 
kmiT  covenants  and  engagements  to  the  coaUary."  A* 
gain,  Aff»  1701,  a€^  9,  they  fay,  *<Our  fins  are  the 
wsuwtt  aggravated,  diat  they  are  agMnft  io  many  folem» 
repeated  vows  and  engagements,  and  covenants  with 
cMir  God^  which  have  .been  openly  violated  and  broken 
'  by  pevfons  of  all  ranker,  and  treated  with  public  con« 
tempt,  indignities  and  affronts,"  &c.  We  blefe  Ood^ 
that  has  determined  our  church  to  own  thefe  truths  lb 
dpenly,  over  the  belly  of  all  their  difficulties  and  di£r 
couragementsi  and  we  defire  heartily  to  join  with  them 
\tL  declaring  for  the  ^*  Head(hip  of  e^ir  Lord  Jefea 
Chtift"  over  his  church,  in  oppofition  to  the  pope,  t6^ 
giftrate  or  any  other ;  likewife  for  the  *<  fpiritaal  ia« 
trinfic  power  of  the  church''  to  chufe  her  officers^  meet 
in  her  jttdkatoties,  tnfii£l  cenfures,  aiid  govern  the 
church,  in  oppofition  to  all  Eraftian  opinions  or  prao* 
tices  promoted  by  any  party  or  peribn  whatfomever  1 
as  alfo  for  the  Divine  right  of  Prefby terian  governnsen) 
in  the  church,  in  oppoGtion  to  Prelacy,  independency^ 
&:c.  and  for  the  laiting  obligation  of  our  covenants, 
feeing  they  bind  us  to  nothing  but  what  we  are  antece^ 
dently  bound  to  by  the  Scriptures  of  truth. 

Thus  the  church  of  Gotland  continued  owniag  aa4 
adhering  to  her  ancient  principles  and  do£lf  ines^  and 
nfing  means  to  pifomote  religion  through  the  land  fotf 
many  years  after  the  tevolution,  wiiboat  any  vifibk  de* 
clenlion.  But,  alas !  her  degeneracy  and  defe^ion 
hath  of  late  yeats  become  too  vifible  1  and  ^our  Union 
with  England  in  lyoy  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  ehief 
fource  thereof,  next  to  th^  corniptioo  of  our  h^rta* 
When  this  tranfaclion  came  to  be  laid  before  the  Scots 
parliament  in  1706,  the  nation  was  mofi  intent  about 
it,  not  knowing  the  nature  or  articles,  whether  it  was 


in  letoal  or  ine^rjxM'aitinfr  union :  ^nt  t(4ioft  it  wa« 
feicit  Ui  be  the  fatter,  and  tlte  majdriey  of  the  honfe  (}{f- 
pofed  to  agree  tt^  it,  ^oth  the  church  and  the  body  of 
the  people  were  YaAHr  uneaiy^  great  numbers  of  ad- 
cirefles  came  up  againn  it,  and  inrurre6tions  were  much 
fbated*  The  commiffion  by  appointment  fat  during 
the  whole  {eiSon,  and  was  exceeding  numerous;  mem« 
hers  attending  b?  turns.  They  prcfeoted  three  ad* 
drefles  to  the  parHament,  the  firft  was  for  «*  an  unal- 
terable feenrity  of  the  eftabHfted  religion,  to  the  people  of 
this  land  and  all  fucceeding  generationsi  fo  fjir  as  hu- 
man \r^  can  go.*^ 

To  fatisfjr  Acm,  the  parHamcnt  enafted,  That  ^  the 
eftaUifhment  of  the  dofihrine,  worfliip,  difcipHne  and 
Peibyterian  gorernment  of  this  church  (hould  ne  held  as 
an  unalterable,  fundamental  and  eflential  condition  of  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,"  if  concluded.  This  feemed 
to  quiet  many,  reckoning  the  fecurity  of  the  church  not  fa 
precarious.and  uncertain,  when  thus  eftabliChed  by  the 
nmtual  agreement  of  both  parliaments  in  a  folemntreatr 
rf  Union,  than  when  fettled  by  z€t^  of  the  Scots  parKa- 
ment  only;  for  the  faith  of  the  Engliih  in  keeping  trea« 
ties  was  at  this  time  much  fpoken  of.  But  the  moft 
part  of  the  church  corrtinued  ftiil  averfe  to  an  inQorpo- 
rating  union,  and  their  coming  under  the  jurtfdiAion  of 
a  Britifh  parliament,  in  which  the  Englifh  members,  be^ 
ing  prelatical,  would  be  ten  to  oiie  of  Scots  members : 
wherefore  the  corpmiflion  prefented  a  feqond  addrefs^ 
declaring  this  arerfion.  They  indeed  met  with  great 
oppofition  from  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  elders  in  tht 
commiffion,  who  had  views  of  temporal  offices  and  ad* 
Tanta;^  from  court  by  being  for  the  Union  :  yet  they 
reprefented  the  grievancs  the  church  and  her  members 
might  fall  under  by  the  Union,  fuch  as  daths,  tefts  and 
impofitions  inconfiftent  with  their  principles.  And  in 
Aeir  addrefs  they  plainly  tellified  againft  *'  the  fubjcd« 
mg  of  this  nation  to  a  Britifh  parliament,  in  which  twen* 
ty  fix  prelates  would  be  conftituent  ^embers  and  legif- 
lators  ;  For  (fay  they)  it  is  contrary  to  our  known  prin« 
ciples  and  covenams,  that  any  churchman  (hould  ~bear 
civil  ofl^cesi  or  have  power  in  the  commonwealth."  To 
3  B  2  this 
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this  the?  got  no  anfwer,  Ure  a  claufis  put  in  the  ad  for 
fecuring  the  chotrch,  that  *'  no  oath,  teft  or  fabfcription» 
fhall  ever  he  impofed  within  the  Iwunds  of  thia  church 
and  kingdom  contrary  to  oar  Prefbyterian  eftablifli- 
ment."  By  which  (it  is  to  be  regreted)  the  parliament 
neither  (hewed  regard  to  the  principles  of  Scotfmen 
when  out  of  the  kingdom,  nor  to  the  obligation  of  our 
covenants :  nay  they  proceeeded  to  worfe  afterwards, 
by  declaring  that  *^  the  parliament  of  England  might 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  church  of  England  with- 
in the  bonnds  of  that  kingdom,  as  they  (hould  think  ex- 
pedient ;"  whereby  they  confented  to  the  fecuring  of 
the  prelacy  and  ceremonies  of  that  church  as  a  funda- 
mental of  the  union.  This  being  both  againft  the  word 
of  God  and  our  folemn  league,  we  have  caufe  to  mourn 
over  it  as  a  national  breach  of  covenant,  in  fome  refped; 
though  it  is  a  mercy  the  church  was  helped  to  remonf- 
Irate  againft  it  -,  for  the  commiffion,  when  informed  of 
it,  preiently  prefented  a  third  addrefs  (though  greatly 
oppofed)  craving  that  **  there  might  be  no  fuch  ftipula- 
tion  or  confent  for  the  eftablifliment  of  the  hierarchy 
and  ceremonies,  as  they  would  not  involve  themfelvea 
and  the  nation  in  guilt,"  &c*  From  all  which  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  this  church  did  remonftrate  againft  making 
an  union  with  England  upon  terms  not  confident  with 
our  ancient  covenant-union  with  that  kingdom :  for  the 
enfuing  afiembly  1707  approved  the  commiffion  in  what 
they  did. 

but,  notwithftanding  of  the  church's  remonftrance  a- 
gainft  this  union  and  the  forefaid  finful  iiipulation,  it 
was  concluded  and  ratified  by  both  parliaments  ^  but  it 
doth  not  appear  that  this  memorable  tranfa£lion  has  been 
followed  with  the  fpecial  bleffings  of  heaven,  feeing  it 
hath  brought  on  very  much  fin,  and  many  growing  evils 
upon  this  poor  land,  to  the  difhonour  of  God»  and  decay 
of  true  Chriftianity  among  us.  For  after  the  Union» 
whein  our  correfpondence  and  communication  with  the* 

.  Engliih  was  greatly  increafed,  the  Lord's  day  began  to 
be  profaned  after  tlieir  example,  and  other  immoralities 
much  to  abound,  and  the  focieties  for  reformation  of 
manners  to  dwindle  away.    Likewtfe  our  nobility  and 

^'''       ,  gentry 
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gentry  have  been  fince  d)at  period  giving  up  ghduallf 
with  family-religion,  ^nd  the  very  form  of  godlinefs^ 
and;  fialling  into  a  iooier  way  of  living  :  for  many  of 
them  fince  the  tJiiion  do  either  dwell  or  fpend  much 
time  in  England^  whereby  they  leara^many  of  their  vices 
and  evil  cuftoms ;  they  are  either  reconciled  to  the  £ng« 
lifli  hierarchy  and  worfhip,  or  live  much  in  the  tiegle£b 
of  all  public  worOup ;  and,  being  there  under  the  in* 
fpe&ion  of  no  pariih  minifter,  they  and  their  families' 
get  leave  to  live  as  they  lift  :  and,  when  they  come  down 
to  Scotland,  they  get.  many  to  follow  their  loofe  eicam* 
pies. 

Atfo,  fince  the  Union,  public  oaths  are  prodigloufly 
multiplied,  in  qualifying  men  for  offices,  in  colle£ting 
and  paying  of  taxes  \  and  manifold  perjuries  are  there- 
by committed,  and  particularly  by  cuftoih-houfe  oaths, 
and  running  of  goods,  which  alfo  opens  a  door  to  many, 
other  fins.  And  hereby  Atheifm,  Deifm,  and  Infidd- 
lity,  have  made  progrefs  in  the  land. 

Likewife,  foon  after  the  Union,  the  Eaglifli  fervice 
and  ceremonies  were  fet  up  in  feveral  places,  and  after- 
wards the  Parliament  gave  a  toleration  for  it,,  and  the 
body  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy  embraced  that  worfhip,  ' 
though  tl;^ir  ancedors  had  always  oppofed  it  heretofore. 
Yea,  by  this  law,  almofl  all  errors  are  tolerated }  and 
now  even  the  Popi(h  wor(hip  is  kept  openly,  and  con- 
nived  at*  A  fuperilitious  form  of  f wearing  was  foon 
introduced  from  England,  by  laying  the  hand  oa  and 
kiffing  the  gofpels.  The  facramental  teft,  and  confor- 
mity to  the  liturgy  and  ceremonies,  is  impofed  upon 
the  members  of  this  church,  while  ferving  the  king  in 
England  and  Ireland.  Likewife  many  other  encroach- 
ments ace  made  upon  the  government,  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, of  this,  church,  by  the  toleration  aft,  and  by 
the  d£k  for  reftoring  patronages,  by  the  ji£t  for  a  vaca- 
tion of  the  Lords  of  SeflTion,  and  other  courts,  iif  the 
end  of  December,  whereby  the  keeping  of  holy  diys  is 
encouraged  5  and,  laftly,  by  refufmg  accefs  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  unlefs  the  addrcfs  be, directed  to. the  lords 
(pihtual*  And  all  the£e  grievances  are  brought  upon 
tts,  notwithftanding  of  our  fecurity  by  the  iinion  a6t» 

and 


and  the  EngliQi  fakh  fo  mach  talked  «f.  From  iSi 
vhich  ixre  may  concludej  That  a^  our  untoh  wkli  Eng* 
land  was  made  upon  finful  termsy  fo  in  the  event  it 
hath  proven  a  great  judgment  upon  this  land  snd 
church.  Atas  !  we  have  been  perfidious  to  Gk>dy  and 
no  wonder  though  men  (houM  be  left  to  prove  perfr 
dious  to  us. 

Very  foon  did  Scotland  feel  the  bJtter  efikds  of  the 
Union  ;  for,  in  the  view  of  its  being  concluded,  feveral 
'  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy  began  to  fet  up  the  EngliCh  fer» 
vice  in  meeting  houfes,  hoping  to  find  more  counte* 
nance  and  fupport  from  England  on  this  account.  This 
way  of  worrtiip  was  wholly  new  and  ftrange,  and  could 
never  find  place  in  Scotland  before.  Wherefore,  the 
General  Affembly  1707,  that  met  foon  after  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  Union,  gave  an  honed  tefttmony  againft 
this  new  worfliip,  by  their  15th  aft,  intituled.  Aft  a- 
gainft  innovations  in  the  worfhip  of  God  5  wherein 
they  fay,  **  the  purity  of  dii^ine  worfliip,  and  uniformity 
therein,  hath  been  the  great  happincfs  of  this  church 
ever  fince  her  reformation  ^  and  that  the  introdudton 
of  thefe  innovations  was  not  fo  much  as  once  attempt- 
ed, even  during  the  late  prelacy ;  that  they  are  dange^ 
rous  to  this  church,  and  manifeftly  contrary  to  our 
known  principle,"  viz.  That  nothing  is  to  be  admitted 
in  the  worfliip  of  God,  but  what  is  prefcribed  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures :  and  that  the  Affembly,  moved  with  zeal  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  purity  and  uniformity  of  his 
"worlhip,  doth  difcharge  the  praftice  of  all  fuch  innova* 
tions  of  divine  worihip  within  this  church  \  and  doth 
require  and  obteft  all  the  ntimifters  of  this  church,  ef- 
pecially  thefe  in  whofc  bounds  any  fucK  innovations 
are,  or  may  happen  to  be,  to  reprefent  to  their  people 
the  evil  thereof,  and  ferioully  to  exhort  them  to  beware 
of  them,  &c*  And  they  appoint  the  commiffion  to 
ufe  all  proper  means  for  fuppreffing  fuch  innovations. 
Which  the  commiffion  did,  as  appears  by  their  ad  5th 
Auguft  1709,  which  they  ordained  to  be  read  in  all  the 
dhurches  through  Scotland.  But  the  more  the  church 
oppofed  this  new  worfliip  (as  they  judged  they  were 
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WMxaaUd  to  do  by  the  laws  of  the  land)  the  more  for« 
ward  were  their  enemies  to  Ut  it  up»  and  at  length  got 
the  Parliament  to  efpbafe  their  caufc* 

Likewife,  foon  after  the  Union,  grofs  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  day  began  to  aboundt  by  trarelling,  carrying 
goods,  driving  cattle^  and  other  abufes  on  th^t  holy 
day  ;  as  appears  from  the  1 2th  a£l  of  AiTcmbiy  1708* 
For  pfeirenting  whereof,  the  AiTembly  in  that  ,a£^  ap« 
pointed  each  prefb^tery  to  (end  fome  of  their  number 
to  attend  the  Lords  of  Judiciary  at  their  firft  circuit 
that  falls  to  be  in  their  bounds,  and  to  repreCent  to  their 
Lordihips  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day  by  the 
forefajd  wicked  and  finful  pradices.  And  the  General 
Aflembly  did  ferioufly  recommend  to  the  Lords  of  Juf* 
taciary  to  take  an  efieciual  coorfe  to  reftrain  and  punifli 
the  foresaid  abufes ;  which,  the  AfTembiy  fay,  they  will 
ai;Lnowledj;e  as  a  fingalar  frrWce  done  to  Goi  and  his 
church.  Alio  they  enjoin  all  minifters  to  reprefcnt  to 
their  people,  among  wliom  fuch  praflices  are,  the  great 
hasard  their  immortal  fouls  are  in  by  fuch  courfes  ;.and 
aUb  to  proceed  not  only  with  eccledaftlc  cenfures  a- 
gainil  Siabbath*breakers,  but  alfo  to  apply  to  juftices  of 
peace,  and  other  magidrates  in  their  bounds,  to  execute 
the  laws  againft  them.  But,  our  commerce  with  £ng. 
land  ftiU  increafing,  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day 
among  us  is  come  to  a  great  height^  in  fpite  of  all  the 
church  hath  dov^Q  againft  it. 

But,  our  fins  and  provocations  againft  God  being 
highly  aggravated  i  as  a  juft  puniftiment  upon  us  Goi 
was  pleafed  to  let  loofe  our  enemies  in  the  Brltlfh  Par- 
liament to  bringiin  a  bill,  which  they  got  paft  into  a 
UWf  for  allowing  thofe  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy  the  ufe 
of  the  Ehglifli  liturgy  in  Scotland,  containing  fome 
grievous  claufcs  in  it  againft  the  juft  and  legal  rights  of 
the  eftabli(hed  church.  While  the  bill  was  in  depend- 
ence March  1 7 1 2)  the  commifiion  met  and  addrefled  the 
Queen,  in  which  they  gave  free  and  faithful  teftimony 
againft  the  laid  bill,  wluch  the  Aifembiy  that  met  in 
May  J  7 12  did  unanimoufly  approve }  aiui,  as  a  token 
of  it,  did  infert  their  addr^fs  in  their  books,  and  print 
it  with  their  a£ls./  In  it,  they  fay,  "  Tlie  church  of 
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Chrift  in  Scotland  is  in  hazard  of  fad  aheratiotis  and 
rnnovattonsi  inconfiftent  with  and  contrary  to  that  happy 
eAablifhnient,  fecured  to  us  by  the  laws  both  of  God 
and  the  realm ;  by  the  faid  bilL  If  the  niatters  in  quef- 
tion  did  only  relate  to  our  own  eafe  and  better  accom* 
n-iodation,  we  (hould  piittently  bear  the  fame :  but  when 
we  fee  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  power  and  purity  of 
otnr  holy  religion,  and  of  the  ordinances  of  Jefus  Gbrift 
ill  this  churchy  fo  much  concerned*  we  cannot  but  hope 
that  your  majefty  will  allow  us  to> plead  our  juft  right/* 
&c.  Afterwards  they  plead  the  federal  afts  of  Parlia*' 
nient.for  fettling  and  fecufing  the  worfiiipi  dificipline, 
and  government  of  this  church,  with  her  rights  and 
privileges ;  all  which  afts  were  ratified  by  the  Parlia- 
ments of  both  kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of  Unton^-  and 
declared  to  be  a  fundamental,  eflentiali  and  unalterable 
condition  of  the  faid  tr<^aty  of  Union  in  all  time  comings 
It  is  obteivable,  after  their  pleading  the  5  th  a  A  Pari* 
1 690,  which  allows  the  Prefbyterian  mtnifters  and  elders- 
to  have  power  to  try  and  purge  out  all  infufficient,'  ne<^ 
gKgent,  fcandalous  and  erroneous  minifters,  by  due 
courfe  of  ecclcfiafllcal  procefs  and  cenfores,  and  like* 
wife  to  rcdrcf;i  all  other  church  diforders ;  They  add. 
By  which  a£b  it  is  evident,  that  Prefbyterian  church^ 
^overnmenc  being  thus  eftabliihed,  the  minifters  and 
elders  of  this  church  haVe  all  the  powers  committed  by 
our  Lord  and  M after  to  his  minllters  and  officers,  to 
watch  over  the  fleck,  land  to  guard  againft  all  ufurpers 
and  intruders.  Afterwards  they  addf  We  cannot  but 
exprtfe  our  aOonifhing  furprife  and  deep  affli^ion,  to 
hear  of  fuch  a  bill,  offered  for  fuch  a  large  and  almoft 
boondlefs  toleration,  not  only  threatening  the  overthrow 
of  this  church,  but  giving  a  large  licence  almoft  to  all, 
errors  and  blafphemies,  and  throwing  up  all  good  dif* 
cipline,  to  the  diihonour  of  God,  and  the  fcandal  and 
ruin  of  the  true  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  infallftle 
difturbance  of  the  quiet,  and  to  the  confuGon  of  this 
church  and  nation.  And  therefore  we  do  in  all  humi- 
lity, but  with  the  greateil  earneftnefs,  befeech,  nay  ob- 
tctt  your  niajefly,  by  the  fame  mercy  of  God  that  re* 
fiored  this.churcb}  and  raifcd  your  majefty  to  the  throne» 

to 
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to  interpofe  for  the  relief  of  this  ehurch^  and  the  main** 
tenatice  of  the  prefent  eftablifhment^  againft  foch  a 
matiifefl:  and  raining  encroachmeht. 

,  The  church  befaig  mod  earned:  to  oppofe  this  toIera« 
tio>n,  and  other  grievances  then  coming  upon  the  churdi^ 
they  fent  three  of  their  number^  Meflrs  Carftaref,  Black* 
wall,  and  Baillie,  to  London,  to  prefent  this  and  others 
of  their  petitions,  and  to  agent  the  church's  caufe :  but^ 
notwithftandlng  of  all  that,  this 'and  other  a£ls  were 
pad  againft  the  church ;  all  £pifcopal  minifters  were 
allowed  to  preach,  pray,  adminifter  the  facraments,  and 
marry,  without  any  other  caveat  that  appears  for  their 
doArine,  fave  that  they  (ball  not  deny,  in  their  preadw 
ing  or  writing,  the  doArine  of  the  blefled  Trinity* 
They  are  not  by  that  a£i  obliged  to  fatisfy  the  church, 
or  any  perfon  or  fociety,  concerning  their  belief  of  the  ^ 
doArine  of  the  Trinity :  it  is  enough.if  they  do  not 
openly  impugn  it :  fo  that  there  is  a  liberty  given  to  the  « 
moft  erroneous  or  fcandatous  men,  to  preach  and  dif- 
penfe  facramente,  without  being  accountable  tb  any. 

We  do  here  join  with  the  church  in  teftifying  againft 
fuch  a  boundlefs  toleration,  as  being  contrary  to  the ' 
word  of  Grod|  and  the  praAice  of  reforming  magiftratss 
and  churches  therein  commended:  as  in  a  Chron. 
xxxiv.  33*  Rev.  ii.  2.  and  to  thefe  texts  wherein  fuch 
a  toleration  is  reproved,  as  Rev.  ii.  14,  15,  20*  as  alfo 
it  is  contrary  to  our  ConfeQion  of  Faith,  chap.  23.  and 
to  our  Larger  Catechifm  upon  the  ad  commandment. 

At  the  fame  time  there  was  another  diftrefling  bill 
prefented  in  the  parliament  for  reftoring  of  patronages^ 
and  repealing  the  ad  1690,  which  gave  liberty  to  pa* 
riihes  to  call  their  own  minifters.  This  alfo  carried 
againft  the  church,  notwithftanding  of  the  Commons 
addref^,  which  was  in  like  manner  approven  by-  the 
Affembly.  In  this  addtefs  they  plead  and  aflert,  Chat 
^*  the  ad  i^ipo,  abolifhing  patronages,  is  a  part  of  our 
Preibyterian  conftitution,  ratified  by  the  ads  of  parlia* 
ment  of  both  kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of  Union,  and 
declared  to  be  unalterable :  That,  from  our  firft  refon^ 
mation  from  Poperyrpatronages  have  ftill  been  reckoned 
a  yoke  and  burden  upon  this  church  \  and  this  is  de- 
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dared  by  tbc  firft  andfecond  books  of  Eftfciprioe  :  That 
the  reftoTing  of  them  will  iacvitably  obftruft  the^work 
of  the  gofpel,  and  create  gresO:  diforders  and  difquiet 
in  this  church  and  motion;  and  that  there  is  one  known 
abufe  attending  patronage^)  viz.  the  laying  a  foundation 
for  Sinioniacal  pa6lioh8  betwixt  patrons  and  thofe  pre^ 
fented  by  them."  Though  thi9  did  not  avail  to  ftcp 
the  bill,  yet  it  was,  a  plain  teftimony  from  the  church 
againft  patronages  \  .v^hich  we  cannot  but  approve  and 
adhere  to. 

'  LikewifC)  we  approve  of  that  nobl^  teftimony  which 
the*  General  Aflembly  gave  againft  both  the  tol^ratiofi 
and  patronages.  May  14.  X7i;»  when  they  approved  a 
memorial  cbncernit)g  them,  which  they  appointed  to  be 
fent  to  the  Duke  of  Mbntrofct  principal  fecretary  of 
ftate,  moft  humbly  entreating  him  to  lay  it  befofe  the 
king,  viz.  King  George  I.  The  tenor  of  it  is  as  fol- 
lows: ,         \ 

^*  The  church  of  Scotland,  being  reftored  at  the 
happy  revolution,  was,  by  the  claim  of  right,  and  z€t$ 
6f  parliament  following  thereupon,  eftabliflied  in  its 
do€lrine,  worfiiip,  difciplinci  and  government^  and,  ' 
that  this  legal  conftitutibn  and  eftablifhment  might  be 
unalterably  fecured,  it  was  declared  to  be  a  funda* 
mental  and  eflcntial  condition  of  the  Union,  and  ac- 
cordingly ratified  in  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms. 
But  the.  zeal  of  the  eftabliihed  church  of  Scotland 
fer^  and  their  fteady  adherence  to,  the  Proteftant  fuc* 
ceiSon,  did  expofe  them  to  the  refentments  of  a  dif- 
affeded  party.  And  now  they  account  tbemfelvcs 
aggrieved  by  fome  a£ts  paft  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain;  as,  i.  By  the  a£l  granting  fuch  a  large  and 
almoft  boundlefs  toleration  to  thofe  of  the  Epifcopal 
pcrfua£on  in  Scotland,  white  the  liberty  allowed  to 
Proteftant  Difienters  in  England  (who  had  always  given 
the  moft  fattsfying  proofs  of  their  undoubted  zeal  and 
good  afFeCtion  to  the  Proteftant  fuccef&on)  was  re« 
trenched.  And  though  the  .cbMrch  of  Scotland  hath 
an  equal  fecurity  in  a  legal  :eft;ablifi)ment  with  that  of 
England,  yet  there  is  a  vaft  inequalhy  as  to  the  tolera- 
tion of  the  refpeftive  DijOTenters^  In  Scotland. the  tole- 
ration 
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fadon  doth  not  reftfam  the  difTeminating  the  mod  dan- 
gerous errors,  by  requiring  a  Confeffion  of  Faith,  or 
fubfcription  to  the  dofirinal  articles  of  the  eftabliihed 
churchy  as  is  required  of  Diflenters  in  England  :  it  alfo 
weakeneth  the  dijcipline  of  the  church  againft  the 
fcandalous  and  profane;  by  withdrawing  the  concur- 
rence of  the  civil  magiftrate.  It  is  alfo  an  inequality 
and  hardfhip  upon  the  edabiiChed  church  of  Scotland, 
that  tfaofe  of  her  communion  who  are  employed  in  his 
Majefty's  fervice  in  England  or  Ireland,  fhould  be  ob- 
liged to  join  in  communion  and  conformity  to  the  churck 
of  England  ;  whereas  conformity  to  this  church  is  not 
required  (nor  do  we  plead  that  it  (hould  be)  of  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  England,  when  called  to  ferve 
his  Majefty  in  Scotland,  who  .here  enjoy  the  full  liberty 
of  Diflenters  without  moleftation^  and  the  common 
and  equal  privileges  of  the  fubje£is  of  the  united  king* 
dom,  ilipulated  by  the  union,  do  claim  the  fame  liberty 
to  the  members  of  the  church  of  Scotland*  when  em^ 
ployed  in  his  Majefty's  fervice  in  England  or  Ireland. 

*•  2.  By  the  ztk  reftoring  the  power  of  prefentatton 
to  patrons,  the  legally  eilablifhed  conftitution  of  this 
church  was  altered  in  a  very  important  point;  and 
wlule  it  appears  equitable  in  itfelf,  and  agreeable  to  the 
liberty  of  Chriftians  and  a  free  people,  to  have  intereft 
in  the  choice  of  thoie  to  whom  they  intruft  the  care  of 
their  fouls,  it  is  an  hardship  to  be  innpofed  upon  in 
ib  tender  a  (soint,  and  that  frequently  by  patrons 
who  have  no«  property  nor  refidence  in  the  parith^ 
es;  and  this'befides  the  fnates  of  Simoniacal  pactions, 
and  the  many  troubles  and  contefls  arifing  from  i;he 
power  of  patronages,  and  the  abufes  thereof,  by  dif- 
a£fe£led  patrons  putting  their  power  into  other  hands* 
who  as  effis&uaily  ferve  their  purpofes :  by  patrons 
competing  for  the  right  of  prefentation  in  the  fame 
pariih;  and  by  frequently  prefenting  miniiters  -  fettled 
4it  eminent  pofts  to  mean  and  fmall  parifhes,  to  elude 
the  planting  thereof:  By  all  which,  parilhes  are  ofc 
kept  long  vacant*  to  the  great  hindrance  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  gofpel." 

J  C  2  Although 


Although  the  cliUTch  of  Scotland  was  brought  under 
diftrefii  enough  by  the  toleration  and  patronages,  yet, 
to  add  to  it,  the  oath  of  abjuration  was  ^Ifo  impofed 
upon  the  miniilers  thereof  in  the  year  1712*  This  oc* 
cafioned  a  great  queftibn  among  them,  and  much  writ* 
ing  upon  it,  whether  the  conditions  or  qualifications  re- 
quired of  thfe  ifuccf  flbr  to  the  Crown,  in  the  a£is  of  par* 
Itamcnt  fettling  the  fucceffion,  of  which  this  is  one, 
that  '*  he  muft  join  in  communion  with  the  church  of 
England,"  be  underftood  as  any  part  of  the  oath,  or 
Bot  i  Thofe  who  were  not  clear  to  take  \t^  apprdiend* 
id  thefe  conditions  might  be  reckoned  a  part  of  the 
oath,  becaufe  in  it  they  were  to  fwear  to  tnatntain  the 
fucceflion  AS  entailed  by  the  a£ks  of  parliament,  in 
which  thefe  conditions  were  contained.  Others  again 
underftood  thefe  conditions  as  po  part  of  the  oath,  fee- 
ing when  the  oath  was  firft  framed  in  the  Englifli  par* 
iiament  in  the  year  1701,  and  a  claufe  was  ofllered  to 
be  added  to  it  for  maintaining  the  church  of  Englanc'^ 
it  was  rejedled,  becaufe  the  Diflcnters  could  not  take 
it:  and,  at  the  Union,  the  parliament  had  exprefsly 
cxeemed  thefe  of  this  church  from  ^11  oadtt  inconfiftent 
^th  their  principles :  andi  confequently,  that  the  AS 
in  the  bath  was  not  reduplicative  upon  the  qualifica* 
tions  of  tlie  fuccefibr,  but  merely  indicative, 'as  only 
pointing  out  the  a£^8  wherein  the  fucceffion  was  ret«- 
tied,  and  the  illuftTibus  family  and  perfons  on  whom  it 
was  entailed  failing  the  heirs  of  king  William,  queen 
Anne  and  her  heirs,  &c.  And  therefore  they  under* 
flood  that  the  oath  brought  them  under  no  other  obli* 
gation,  but  of  allegiance  to  the  fotereign,  and  to  an  en* 
gdgement  againft  a  Popilh  Pretender,  and  to  the  fuc* 
c4^ifion  in  the  Proteftant  line  :  and,  to  prevent  miftakcs 
md  mifreprefentation^l  they  might  be  liable  ^to  in  diis 
patter,  they  refoived  to  give  in  written  declarations  to 
this  purpofe  upon  inftrument,  at  taking  6f  the  oath« 
which  generally  they  did.  At  this  time  the  commits 
son  addrefled  the  queen  ^as  alfo  did  the  aficmbly)  in 
favour  of  thofe  who  ftill  fcrupled  at  the  oath»  as  if  the 
AS  in  it  did  fome  way  refer  to  the  conditions  required 
of  the  fucceflbri  that  fuch  might  be  favourably  defalc 
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with,  a$  her  lofskl  fubJeAs.  As  alfo  they  petitioned 
her»  that  their  decUr»tion6  of  loyalty  to  the  queen, 
iheir  renouncing  the  Pretender,  and  engagements  to 
fupport.the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  in  the  Proteftant 
line  in  the  family  of  HanoVer*  as  contained  in  their  ad* 
'drefs*  might  be  accepted  by  her  as  their  fenfe  of  Uie 
faid  oath,  without  ttfy^St  to  the  condition  fcrupled  at, 
la  anfwer  thereto,  the  queen,  in  her  letter  to  the  a0e«i« 
bly,  declared  that  the  addrefs  of  the  commiflion  did  h 
much  manifeft  their  loyalty  to  her,  and  their  true  coiv 
Oem  for  the  fucceiTion  in  the  Froteftant  line  by  law  0- 
ftabli(bed|  that  it  could  not  but  be  acceptable*  This 
anfwer  did  very  much  confirm  thofe  who  jud^^ed  that. 
the  AS  in  the  oath  did  not  ledupltcate  upon  the  qualifi* 
cations  pf  the  fucceflbr,  and  gave  freedom  to  many  to 
Ukeit. 

After  kinfir  George  L  came  to  the  throne,  and  under- 
Sood  our  difficulties  by  the  reprefencation  of  Aflembly 
17159  and  former  addrefles,  hs  interpofed  for  the  reli^ 
pf  thofe  who  fcrupled  at  the  oath,  and  got  the  parlia* 
ment  to  turn  the  AS  into  WHICH}  as  alfo  to  declare 
that  the  oath  was  not  meant  to  oblige  his  mi^efly's  fub* 
jeAs  in  Scotland  to  any  thing  inconfident  with  their 
church  eiiablilhment  accpf ding  to  law.  This  remoVed 
(he  ibroples  of  many ;  but  neverthelefs  there  w^re  not 
a  few  worthy  miniilcrs  who  remained  uneafy  and  fcru** 
pulous  upon  account  there  was  ftill  mention  made  in 
the  oath  of  the  a<^  of  parliament  that  reqi|ired  the  con* 
diiiofis  of  the  fucceflbr,  and  therefore  wanted  to  have  it 
wholly  taken  out  of  the  oath.  Which,  upon  appiica^ 
tion,  the  king  was  fo  good  as  to  grant,  by  a&  of  parlia* 
ment  in  the  5ih  year  of  his  r^  iga.  Thus  did  the  Lord  . 
in  his  mercy  fettle  the  great  commotions  that  were  in 
the  church  by  reafon  of  that  oath,  and  extricate  her  out 
of  fome  of  her  difScuittes  \  yea,  fo  far,  that  the  roolfc 
tinO.  and  zealous  minifters  in  Scotland  were  brougivt  to 
declare,  both  from  the  pulpit  and  die  pi^0,  that  the  cm« 
bradng  or  refufing  the  oath  of  abjuration  did  not  afford 
the  lead  ground  lor  feparation. 

It  is  renoarkable,  that,  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  grie- 
vances and  preilures  which  the  church  groaned  un^ 
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der,  the  Lord  did  not  fuffer  her  to  fink.  The  times 
indeed  became  very  cloudy  and  dark  \  the  church's 
friends  were  turned  out  of  place,  aild  her  enemies 
were  exalted  in  power ;  Jacobites  were  put  in  places 
of  higheft  trufty  and  many  of  them  became  fo  info- 
lent,  as  to  maltreat  and  abufe  the  miniders  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  fometimes  to  caufe  burn  at  market  crofles 
the  afts  of  fynods  for  fafts,  becaufe  in  them  they  ap- 
pointed prayers  to  be  made  for  maintaining  the  Pro- 
teftant  fucceffioR,  and  for  defeating  the  defigns  and  plots 
then  forming  for  overturning  it,  and  for  bringing  in  a 
FopiQi  pretender.  Yet  even  then  the  Lord  infpired  the. 
commiffion  with  courage  and  refolution  to  emit  their  fa- 
mous feafpnable  warning  at  their  meeting  19th  Augutt 
17 13,  which  was  read  from  the.  pulpits ;  wherein  they 
obteft  ail  Proteftants  and  lovers  of  their  country  to  look 
to  themfelves,  that  they  be  not  deluded  by  the  fubtiid  de- 
vices of  a  Jacobite  party,  who  woulj}  bring  us  under  the 
yoke  of  a  Popiih  Pretender,  Here  the^  commiffioa 
mention  their  articles  at  large ;  one  whereof  is,  ^<  They, 
with  great  appearance  of  zea^l,  efpoufe  and  promote  the 
Engliifa  liturgy  through  the  land,  tho'  neither  they  nor 
their  fathers  would  receive  it  heretofore ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  omit  all  the  prayers  for  queen  Anne  and 
priricefs  Sophia;  Like  wife  they  make  a  great  outcry,^ 
eipecialiy  in  difcant  places,  of  their  having  fufiered 
grievou$  perfecutions  becaufe  of  their  being  of  the  £- 
pifcopal  perfuafion,  though  without  ground*  Blefled 
be  God  (fay  they  J  we  can  appeal  tp  the  confciencesof 
all  who  know  our  condudi,  that  we  have  tiever^  fmce 
the  late  happy  revolution,  in  the  learfl  returned  the  fe- 
verities,  and  unparalleled  crueltieSf  which  we  met  with 
when  they  had  the  afcendant-,  and  which  we  from 
their  prefcnt  temper,  as  well  as  from  their  former  beha- 
viour, may  reafonably  conclude  they  waiit  nothing  but 
power  to  renew  againft  the  minifters  and  members  of 
this  church.  .  Wherefore  they  ferioufly  obteft  and  de- 
feech  all  ranks  of  perfons  to  humble  tbemfelves  deeply 
under  the  many  fad  caufes  and  tokens  of  the  Lord  s 
anger,  and  turn  to  him  with  all  their  hearts,  and 
flee  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling  for  reconciliation*  and 
pray  earneflly  to  God  to  difappomt  the  defigns  and 
*  hopes 
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hopes  of  a  Pepifti  and  Jacobite  party,  preferve  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  fanAiff 
the  troubles  which  haye  affli^ied  our  Zion,  andt^rn  us 
from  all  thefe  fins  which  have  procured  them,  Sec. 

And  glory  be  to  a  prayer  hearing  God,  who  foon 
blafted  all  the  Jacobites  plots  and  hopes^^and  made  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion  tike  place,  by  the  accei^on  of  K« 
George  I.  within  lefs  than  a  year^  to  the  joy  of  this 
poor  opprefTed  church,  and  of  all  true  Proteitantf .  - 

Towards  the  end  of  the  queen's  reign  the  ^Jacobites 
turned  fo  uppiih,  that  they  encouraged  Epifcopal  mini- 
fters  to  intrude  into  vacant  churches,  and  minifters  and 
preachers,  who  were  fent  to  preach  in  them,  were  rab- 
bled. They  andtheir  preachers  did  publicly  folemnize 
the  Pretender's  birth^day,  fet  up  bonfires,  drink  his 
health  as  king  before  great  multitudes,  and  confufion 
to  all  the  Prefbyterians.  But,  upon  the  acceffion  of 
king  George  1-9  thefe  riots  and  infults  were.fuppreire(i,  . 
and  the  laws  and  good  order  began  again  to  take  place. 
The  church  reprefented  her  grievances  from  the  laws 
lately,  made ;  but  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in 
17 15  put  a  ftop  to  defigns  of  that  fort  for  a  time.  Un- 
til then,  there  were  a  good  number  of  Epifcopal  mini* 
fters  continued  in  churches  through  the  Nonh;  but 
they,  joining  with  others  in  that  rebellion,  were  foon 
afterwards  turned  out.  The  Lord  was  pleafed  again  to 
pity  us,  and  work  a  great  deliverance  for  us:  for 
though  the  Jacobite  and  Popifli  party  rofe  of  a  fudden, 
and  gathered  together  in  gieat  numbers,  threatening  to 
carry  al)  before  them,  to  cut  off  our  fovereign  king 
George  and  all  the  friends  of  the  Proteftant  fucceffion, 
attacked  the  king's  forces,  and  killed  many ;  yet  the 
Lord  foon  brake  all  their  meafures,  poured  (hame  up* 
on  their  attempt,  and  made  many  of  them  flee  their 
native  country  :  fo  that  in  a  wonderful  manner  God 
delivered  us  from  the  bloody  fword,  and  the  cruel  de* 
figns  of  Papifts  and  Jacobites,  and  reftored  peacp  in  all 
our  borders,  in  the  year  1716. 

It  might  have  been  expe£ied,  that  fuch  aftonjffiing 
mercies  and  deliverances  would  have  produced  huviiii* 
ty  and  ti^ankfulaefs  to  God,  have  led  us  to  repentance 
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aiid  deformation,  and  have  animated  our  zeal  for  God 
and  his  truths*  and  out  a£iivity  to  gtt  the  church's 
grievances  rcdtcflcd,  when  fuch  a  fit  opportunity  fecm- 
cd  to  offer.  But,  alas  !  we  became  unthankful  to  God, 
»nd  foon  forjrot  his  goodncfs ;  we  turned  fccurc  and 
confident  under  king  Gcorge*8  proteftion  and  favour, 
and  began  to  lofe  that  zeal  for  pieferving  the  purity  of 
do£lrine  and  worfhip,  for  fuppreffing  error  and  immor« 
ality,  and  for  the  advancement  of  religion  »nd  godK- 
nefs,  which  fortoer  Affemblies  manifeded.  •  Now  our 
old  zealous  fuffering  mi^ifters  were  generally  gone  off 
the  ilage,  and  a  woful  lukewarmnefs  and  indifferency 
began  to  feize  upon  the  following  generation. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  great  noife  of  Mr  John  Sim- 
fon,  Profeffor  of  Divinity  at  Glafgow,  his  vetiting  and 
teaching  Arminian  doArine  and  grofs  errors.  The 
worthy  Mr  James  Webfter,  one  of  the  minifters  of  E- 
dinburgh,  having  converfed  with  him  thereupon,  was 
the  firft  that  complained  of  him  :  And  he  was  there» 
fore  appointed  to  procefs  him  before  the  preftytery  o£  , 
Glafgow ;  though  it  feems  hard  that  Mr  Webfter 
fhould  have  been  burdened  with  an  affair  which  was. 
the  comhoon  caufe  of  the  church.  But  Mr  Wtibfter*s 
appeal,  the  libel  he  gave  againfl  Mr  Simfbn,  and  Mf 
Simfon's  anfwer  theret6,  came  before  the  alfemUy 
t^\6y  who  remitted  the  fame  to  a  committee  to  €on« 
fide r  the  whole  procefs,  and  to  niake  a  full  anddiftiliQ 
report  to  the  next  afTcmbly.  In  Mr  Simfon's  anfwcr 
to  this  libel,  and  his  letters  to  Mr  Rowan,  there  were 
found  feverai  very  dangerous  errors,  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  our  Confeflion  of  Faith  and  Gate* 
chifms  ;  fuch  as,  **  That  there  is  nothing  to  be  admit* ' 
t^^  in  religion,  but  what  is  confonant  to  reafon.  '  That 
regard  to  our  own  happincfs,  in  the  enjoyment  of  God, 
ought  to  be  our  chief  motive  in  /erving  him ;  and 
that  our  glorifying  God  is  fubordinate  to  it.  That  the" 
Heathen  may  know,  by  the  light  of  nature,  that  there 
is  a  remedy  for  fin  provided  •,  and  if  they  would  pray 
fincercly  for  the  difcovcry  of  the  way  of  falvation  God 
would  grant  it  to  them.  That  if  men  woufd  with  dili- 
gence, (jiicerity  and  faith  uf'>  the  means  for  obtaining 
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£tirtrig  grtce,  God  ba$  ptomifed  to  grant  it ;  ^d  thsi^t 
the  ii£ng  of  the  means  in  the  forefaid  manner  is  not  »» 
hove  tiEie  reach  of  our  natujr^l  powers.    That  ther^ 
was  no  proper  covenant  made  wich  Adam  for  bimfelf 
and  bis  pofterity ;  and  that  he  was  notour  federal  h^. 
l^sit  ft  is  inconfiftenf  with  God*s  juftpce  and  gooodnelis 
lo  create  fouls  wanting  ordinal  righteoufnefs  %  and  that 
the  foiUft  of  infants  fiace  the  failure  created  pure  and 
hdy.    That  it  is  probable  there  ar^  more  of  mankind 
fftTed  than  damned  ;  And  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
baptised  infantSi  djping  in  infancy^  are  ^all  faved.    That 
there  is  no  finning  in  hell  after  the  laA  judgement/'  jcc* 
All  which  emineous  fcheme  of  do£fcrine  is  fully  refuted 
and  expofed  by  the  reverend  Mr  John  Flint  and  Mjr 
Jdbn  M'Claren^  both.  miniflLcrs  of  Edinburgh,  in  two 
different  books>  the  one  written  in  Latin«  and  the  other 
in  £ngliih»  to  which  Mr  Simfon  never  c^ered  any  reply. 
Mx  Simfon,  when  before  the  AflembJy  and  their  cpmmit- 
tecy  declared  his  adherence  to  pur  Cosfeflion  of  Faiths 
and  ftudied  to  put  fenfes  upon  his  doctrine  to  make  it 
ieom  to  agree  tbetewithi  and  made  ufe  of  very  fubtile 
dMtin^ons  fior  that  end  i  but  fuch  hath  been  the  seal 
foqaetimes  of  our  AflemMies^againft  error,  and  for  purity , 
nf  dodtrine,  that  they  would  have  had  no  great  difficul- 
ty to  have  agreed  that  Mr  Simfon,  or  any  man  that  ven- 
ted or  taught  fuch  dodrine  as  above,  was  not  fit  to  be 
conttnued  a  profefibr  of  divinity,  to  in(lxu£t  and  train 
up  yonng  men  for  the  holy  mimftry.     But,  when  his 
proce&  came  to  be  finifhed  by  AiTembly  1717,'  there 
were  fo  many  meftibers  in  it,  who  either  had  been  hia 
fcfaolars>  or  were  bts  relations,  comrades  or  aqu^intan* 
ces,  who  ftood  up  for  faring  him,  that  the  Aflembly 
were  brought«to  dUfmifs  him  with  a  ^ery  gentle  cenfure^ 
by  dieir  9th  a£t;  wherein  they  only  fay,  ^*  He  hath 
given  offence,  and  Iiath  viented  fome  opinions  not  necef- 
.  fary  to  be  taught  in  divinity,  and  that  hath  given  more  oc« 
ca^ns  to  ftrtfe,  than  to  the  promoting  of  edification  : 
That  he  hath  ufed  fome  expreffioos  thai  bear  and  ard 
ufed  by  adver faries  in  a  bad  and  un found  fenfe,  though 
he  dolh  difown  that  unfound  fenfe*     And,  for  anfwer« 
iog  more  fajtisfyingly,  ^as  be  fupprfeth)^  the  cavils  and 
.     Vol*  IV.  3  Q^  >  objeSions 


4d2  A  fair  and  Impaftiai  Testimony » 

objedrotis  of  adverfaries,  he  hath  adopted  fome  hypo- 
thefes  different  from  what  are  commonly  ufed  among 
orthodox  divines,  that  arc  not  evidently  founded  on 
Scripture,  and  tend  to  atribute  too  much  to  natural  rea- 
Ton,  and  the  power  of  .corrupt  nature ;  whic()  undue 
advancement  of  reafon  and  nature  is  always  to  the  dif- 
paragiement  of  revelation  and  efficacious  free  grace. 
The  General  Aflembly,  for  the  reafons  above-mention- 
ed, prohibits  and  difcharges  the  faid  Mr  John  Simfon  to 
life  fuch  expreflions,  or  to  teach,  preach,  or  otherwife 
vent  fuch  opinions,  propoGtions,  or  hypothefes  as  fore« 
faid.^'  But,  as  a  juft  rebuke  upon  the  Affembly  for  their 
lenity,  Mr  Simfon  perfifted  in  his  unfound  doflrine, 
contemned  theit  fentence,  and  ftill  went  oti  in  a  courfe 
of  error,  till  in  a  few  years  he  is  arraigned  before  the 
Aflembly  for  Arianifm. 

About  this  time  there  arofe  debates  and  great  noife, 
as  if  fome  mii^ifters  were  bringing  in  a  new  fcheme  of 
^  do£trine,  becaufe  in  their  fermons  they  difufed  and  cen- 
fured  feveral  old  approven  words  and  phrafes  as  too  le- 
gal, and  affefied  fome  new  modes  of  fpeaking ;  and  be- 
caufe they  recommended  to  their  people  an  old  book 
called  the  •*  Marrow  of  modern  Diyinity."  This  book 
was  laid  before  the  Aflembly  1720,  as  containing  grofs 
Antinomian  errors ;  and,  feveral  paflages  and  propofi- 
tions  being  ^cerpted  from  it  by  a  committee,  the  Af- 
fembly proceeded  in  a  hurry  to  pafs  a  commendatory 
a£l  againft  them  all  in  in  cutnulo ;  and,  among  the  reft, 
they  condemned  as  erroneous  two  propoGtions,  viz. 
*'  That  t>eiievers  are  altogether  fet  free  from  the  law 
as  a  covenant  of  works ;  And  that  they  are  fet  free  both 
from  the  commanding  and  condemning  power  of  the 
covenant  of  works.''  Which  two  are  furely  found  and 
orthodox  propoGtions  in  themfelves.  Likewife  that 
fame  Aflfembly,  by  another  a£t,  recommended  tomtnifters 
to  inGft  in  preaching  feveral  do£lrines,  and,  among  o- 
thers,  **  the  neceffity  of  a  holy  life  in  order  to  the  ob- 
taining of  everlafting  happinefs."  This  certainly  was 
very  ill  worded,  however  found  their  meaning  was. 

Although  there  were  feveral  ftumbling  and  unjuftifi- 
able  expreflions  in  that  book  called  the  Marrow,  &c. 
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yetf  before  the  Ailembly  had  proceeded  to  pafs  their  afls 
concermnji:  them,  it  had  been  their  wifdom,  to  have  (irft 
remitted  them  (as  in  other  cafes)  to  the  ponfideration  of 
Prcfbytcrietj  which  happy  ftep  would  have  prevented  the 
overfigfatsor  millakes  of  the  Aflembly  aforementione44 
and  confeq,uentiy  the  Twelve  brethrens  reprefcntation 
a^ainft  the  forefaid  ad»  given  in  to  the  Aflembly  1721, 
which  was  once  likely  to  have  landed  in  a  fchifm.  But 
itmuft  be  owned,  that,  when  the  Aflembly  1722  came 
to  review  and  explain, thefe  hafty  a£ls  paft  in  1720,  they 
did  juftice  to  truth)  and  declared  their  minds,  con- 
cernmg  the  a6%s  and  propolitions  quarrelled,  in  very 
found  and  orthodox  terms*  And  particularly,  as  to 
*'  the  necefiity  of  holinefs  for  obtaining  everlailing 
happinefs,"  they  declare  the  expreflion  is  meant  of 
'*  obtaining  the  enjoyment  and  pofleflfion  of  everlafling 
happinefs,"  but.  not  of  '*  the  right  an4  title  to  it,** 
which  (they  fay)  all  juftified  perfons  have  already 
attained^  viz.  thro*  the  imputation  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  .  Thus  peace  and  truth  were  preferve4 
in  the  church  at  that  time. 

No  dpubt  it  had  been  much  for  the  intereft  pf  truthn 
as  well  as  the  honour  of  our  Aflemblies,  that  they  had 
manifefted  as  much  zeal  again  ft  other  erroneous  book^ 
which  have  been  publifhed  or  recommended  before  or 
fince  that  time  by  other  minifters  of  this  churchy  and 
fome  of  them  far  more  dangerous  than  the  Marrow, 
fuch  as  Dr  Whitchcot's  fermons,  &c.  Oh  that  bur  an- 
tient  and  true  zeal  for  truth  and  purity^  and  again  ft  al\ 
kind  of  error  and  corruption,  >^ere  again  happily  re- 
vived in  the  land  !  But,  alas  !  how  little  ground  have 
we  in  an  ordinary  way  to  expe6l  any  national  reviving 
or  reformation  in  the  church  and  land,  while  the  flood- 
gates of  error  and  corruption  are  ftill  kept  wide  open 
by  the  laws  for  the  Toleration  and  patronages  ? 

In  confeqence  of  applications  to  the  king  by  the  churchj 
fome  amendments  were  made  upon  thefe  laws  by  the 
parliament  in  I7i9»  As,  i.  They  difcharged  anyper- 
fon  to  preach  or  pray  in  any  Epifcopal  meeting  houfe 
in  Scotland^  that  did  not  pray  for  king  George,  and 
take  the  abjuration  oath,  under  the  pain  of  fix  monthly 
3  Q^Z  imprifonmcnt 
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trnprifenment,  and  having  the  meeting  hotffe  {hot  up.' 
This  a£t,  had  it  been  execute,  would  have  put  a  ftop  ta 
many  of  the  erroneous  Jacobite  preachers ;  but  not 
being  exeqite  agai nft  ihtm^  they  ftlH  went  dn  in  A(^ 
lettiinating  many  Popifli  errors  through  the  land. 

2.  The  Parliament  ena£^edj  That  prefentations  given 
by  patrons  to  vacant  churches  ihafl  be  of  no  effcA,  if 
the  perfon  prefented  do  not  accept  or  declare  his  wi11« 
ingnefs  to  accept  of  the  prcfentation  given  hiAi.  By 
which  a£l  the  |)ar1tament  put  it  (as  it  were)  in  the 
church's  power,  to  eafe  hetfelf  of  the  great  grievance 
of  patronage ;  wl'uch  was  ground  of  joy  to  many :  for, 
.at  diat  time,  it  was  generalfy  thought  that  this  liroita* 
iion  was  eqiMvalent  to  plain  repealing  of  the  patronage 
afi,  and  that  no  Prefbyterian  trould  ever  exprefsly  de* 
dare  his  accepting  of  a  prcfentation,  or  go  fo  fir  to  ap- 
prove or  comply  with  patronage,  which  Prefbytevians 
had  always  declared  a  heavy  yoke  and  ^urdein  on  th^ 
church  of  God.  And  accordingly  there  was  no  man 
that  prefumed  to  take,  accept,  or  make  ufe  of,  a  prefen^ 
tation  to  a  church  for  feveral  years  after  this  a^  waa 

J>aft;  and  fo  the  church  was  eafy,  and  continued  to 
ettle  vacant  churches  upon  the  call  of  congregattdnsi 
yrithout  any  moleftation  from  patrons. 

During  this  lucid  interval,  the  church  feemed  to  turn 
fecure,  as  if  (he  feared  no  danger  from  the  acceptance 
of  prefentations ;  and  therefore  was  at  no  pains  to  (hut 
or  bar  the  door  againft  fuch  acceptances.  Nad  this 
been  done^  the  church  was  effe£lually  delivered  by  the 
forefaid  favourable  aft  from  the  yoke  of  patronage. 
Now  wis  the  proper  junfture  for  our  Aflcmblies  to'have 
made  a  new  declaration,  in  conrobpration  of  what  for- 
mer Affcmblies  had  done,  concerning  the  woful  corrup- 
tion and  evil  confecjuences  of  patronage ;  and  to  have 
Vi^arncd  all  the  members  of  this  church  o(  the  evil  of 
encouraging  or  promoting  the  fame,  and  particularly 
all  minifters  and  preachers,  of  the  fin  and  danger  of 
complying  with  this  corruption^i  by  accepting  ^  pre- 
fentatipns ;  efpecially  feeing  there  was  no  law  requiring 
it  as  neceifary,  but,  by  the  late  a£l  of  Parliament,  an 
open  door  was  left  for  their  entering  into  churches  in 
*  •   '  '  a  gofpcl- 
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dgofpel-way,  cf  they  pleafed  to  chufe  and  accept  of  it. 
No  doubt)  if  things  bad  been  fet  in  fnch  clear  light  by 
our  General  Aflemblies,  the  authority  of  the  church 
would  ha^e  reilrained  thefe  woful  acceptances*  But^ 
alas  !  while  the  church  flept,  the  enemy  was  bufy  row*^ 
ifig  his  tareSy  and  prompting  fome  to  devife  fubtile  con* 
ditional  aoceptancea,  wherein  they  niight  dtiapprove  of 
patronages,  and  declare  for  Preibyterian  principles  with 
refpe^l  to  the  peoples  rights ;  yet,  in  the  mean  time, 
take  fuch  hold  of  the  (lipend  prefented  to,  that  another 
could  not  make  a  legal  title  to  it.  When  this  was 
complained  of  to  fuperior  judicatories,  fome  leading 
men,  alas  !  were  fo^nd  to  patronize  thefe  acceptors, 
till  at  length  they  proceeded  to  the  mod  open  and  bare*- 
faced  acceptances.  For  thefe  pradiices,  indeed,  fome 
preachers  were  cenfured  and  (ilenced,  but  they  were 
repcmed  by  fuperior  courts ;  whereby  at  length  accept* 

'  ances  went  on  without  controul.  So  that,  by  fuch  de« 
feAions,  the  yoke  of  patronage  is  fader  wreathed  upon 
the  church  than  ever,  and  her  condition  under  it  more 
hmentable  than  in  any  fornier  period  :    for  in  former 

'  times  all  honed  men  groaned  under  patronage  as  a 
burden ;  and  though  the^  were  prefented  by  patrons  to 
churches,  yet  they  neither  faid  nor  wrote  any  thing  in 
favours  of  the  patron's  deed,  but  fiietitly  fubmitted  the 
prclbytcries  proceeding  to  their  fettlement,  when  they 
had  the  pariilies  concurring  in  it :  but,  alas  !  by  fuch 
active  written  acceptances  as  now  in  ufe,  the  whol^ 
church  (hall,  in  procefs  of  time,  be  involved  in  approv* 
ing  of  patronages^  in  fuch  a  way  as  was  never  done  by 
the  church  of  Scotland  fince  the  reformation. 

Wherefore  we  judge  it  the  duty  pf  s^Il  the  lovers  of 
truth  and  purity  in  the  church  of  Qod,  to  bear  open 
teftimony  againft  the  yoke  of  patronage,  and  the  ac« 
ceptance  of  prefentations,  a&  we  hereby  defire  to  do, 
efpeciatty  feeing  they  have  been  productive  of  fuch 
dreadful  evils  in  this  church  of  late  year6. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  church  of  Scotland  hath, 
tyit  fince  her  reformation,  remonftrated  agiind  patron- 
ages, and  aflerts,  in  her  ad  book  of  Difcipiine,  chap.  12* 
That  patronages  have  flowed  from  the  pope,  and  the 

corruption 
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corruption  of  the  canon  law ;  and  the  intruding  of 
pcrfons  this  way  into  churches,  hath  no  ground  in  the 
word  of  God,'  but  is  contrary  thereto,  &c.  Likewife 
the  Parliament  16^)9,  in  their  a£^  abolifhine  patronage, 
do  fay,  It  i$.an  evil  and  bondage  under  whicn  the  Lord*s 
people  and  minifters  have  long  groaned ;  and  that  it  is 
a  cuilom  popifli,  brought  into  the  church  in  times  of 
ignorance  and  fuperftition ;  and  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  iA  book  of  Difciplinr,  &c.  Alfo  the  Ailenoblies 
J712  and  1715,  give  plain  teftimonies  againft  patron- 
ages to  the  fame  purpcfe,  and  afTert,  That  I  hey  lay  a 
foundation  for  Sinioniacal  padlons,  and  many  other 
evils.  To  thefe  teftimonies  we  do  adhere,  and  likewffc 
ihall  add  fome  further  reafons  againft  patronages  : 

I.  Patronages  are  neither  agreeable  to  the  rules  of 
God*s  word,  nor  to  the  apoftolical  praftice  :.  feeing  it 
is  evident  from  the  word,  that  it  was  only  the  church 
herfclf ,  with  her  officers,  that  ezercifed  the  power  of 
nominating  and  elt6i:ing  minifters  and  officers  to  the 
church,  according  to  the  authority  derived  to  them  from 
Chrift  their  Head  and  Founder,  A£ls  i.  15 — vi.  2  — 
viii.  14 — xiii.  3.— xiv.  23.-^xvi.  9  — 1  John  iv.  i.^— 
2  John  10.  So  that  a  patron's  right  of  nominating  the 
officers  of  the  church,  is  nothing  but  a  manifeft  ufur- 
pation  over  the  church  of  God, 

li  Patronage  is  alfo  contrary  to  the  praftice  of  the 
primitive  and  pureft  ages  of  the  church, .  and  was  not 
known  in  the  church  until  true  religion  and  Chriftianity 
began  to  decline,  and  then  it  came  in  gradually  with 
other  Popifti  corruptions  and  abufes.  *We  find  Cyprian, 
Athanafius,  the  apoftolical  conftitutions,  with  many 
ancient  councils  and  fathers,  declaring  in  the  plainefl; 
terms  for  the  free  liberty  and  power  of  the  church  to 
chufe  her  own  paftorf,  M^ithout  any  extrinfic  influence 
whatfomever. 

3*  As  it  is  difagreeable  to  fcripture  and  antiquity,  fo 
it  is  contrary  to  reafon,  and  to  the  intereft  and  fafety 
of  the  church,  that  the  power  of  chufing  her  paftors 
ihculd  at  any  time  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  heretics, 
and  profane  men,  as  frequently  the  right  of  patronage 
is,  bcmg  conveyed  to  them  with  their  earthly  inheri- 
tances. 
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tances.  Can  there  be  any  thing  more  unreafonable 
and  abfurd,  ihan  that  the  power  of  chuGn^  officers  to 
the  churchy  (hould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  declared 
enemies  of  the  church  I  or  that  this  power,  which  is  a 
fpiritual  and  ecclefiaftical  privilege,  (hould  be  conveyed, 
difponed,  fold,  or  bought  with  money,  like  other  civil 
rights  or  heritagss,  and  fo  be  lodged  frequently  with 
infidels  and  the  word  of  men. 

4.  For  patrons  to  impofe  minifters  upon  Chriftian 
congregations,  is  a  plain  encroachment  upon  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  and  upon  the  laws  of  free  focieties ; 
as  much  as  it  would  be  for  them  to  impofe  phyficians 
and  lawyers  upon  focieties,  to  take  care  of  their  bodies 
or  eftates.  The  churches  of  Chrift  arc  as  free  foci*^ties 
as  any  in  the  world,  having  their  liberties  from  Chrift  to 
chufe  their  own  paftors ;  and  ought  not  to  be  brought 
in  bondage  to  any  in  this  matter. 

5.  It  is  a  cruel  impofition  to  oblige  focieties  of  men, 
who  duly  value  their  immortal  fouls,  and  would  place 
them  under  proper  fpiritual  guides,  to  entruft  the  edi- 
fication, comfort,  apd  eternal  concerns  of  thsfe  precious 
fouls,  to  the  care  of  patrons ;  many  whereof  are  in- 
different ^bout  the  concerns  of  their  own  fouls,  being 
negligent,  erroneous,  or  profane  \  and  fo  are  not  like 
to  be  much  concerned  to  choofe  proper  paflprs  to  take 
]nfpe£lion  of  the  fouls  of  others.  How  can  ferious 
Chriftians  be  eafy  who  it  be  that  choofe  their  paftors^ 
or  thofe  who  know  that  patrons  cannot  fecure  them  \ 
agaiflft  the  bad  confequences  of  a  wrong  choice,  nor  be  > 
tefponfible  for  their  fouls  at  the  great  day  ? 

LaJHy^  Patronage,  by  long  experience,  has  been 
found  to  be  an  open  door  for  a  corrupt  mtniftry  to 
enter  into  the  church :  and  this  is  fadly  eiemplified  in 
thofe  churches  where  this  corruption  doth  reign  without 
controul. 

Upon  all  which  Accounts,  we  judge  it  our  duty  to 
bear  teftimony  againft  the  ufurpacion  of  patronage,  as 
moft  finful  in  itfelf,  and  injurious  to  t!ie  church  of  God  ; 
.  and  to  pray  that  God  may  open  the  eyes  of  all  patrons, 
that  they  may  be  convinced  and  repeat  of  it,  and  ceaf;: 
from  oppreffing  Chrlil*s  church  any  more. 

And 


And  as  we  bear  teftimony  a^ainft  patrons  and  dieir 
ufvrpation,  fo  we  jud^e  ourfelves bound  to  teftify  againft 
d)l  thofe  who  encourage  and  voluntarily  comply  with 
this  (inful  ufurpation,  and  particulariy  by  accepting  or 
declaring  tl  eir  willingnefs  to  accept  of  prefentatbns 
ffom  patrons^  which,  alas !  is  now  become  the  common 
praAice ;  and,  being  (b  common  and^  general,  both 
preachers  and  ^people  are  like  to  lofe  all  fenfc  of  the 
evil  of  it.  But  that  thefe  acceptances  are  finful,  and 
provoking  to  a  holy  God,  is  evident  from  thefe  con- 
siderations : 

I.  If  a  patron  be  guilty  of  a  (inful  ufurpation  over 
the  church  of  God,  in  fpoiling  her  of  the  right  ihe  hath 
from  Chriil  to  choofe  her  own  officers  (as  certainly  he 
is)  then  the  accepter  of  a  prefentation  doth  become 
partner  with  the  patron  in  his  fin,  by  homologating  his 
ufurped  po\^er,  and  (Irengthening  him  in  it.  Now, 
the  fcripture  exprefsly  forbids  us  to  4>e  ^^  partakers  of 
other  mens  fins."  ' 

2.'  As  the  law  now  ftands,  the  accepter  is  more 
guilty  of  robbing  the  church  of  her  right  than  the  pa* 
tron  is :  for  the  Legiflature  have  been  fo  tender  of  the 
church  by  their  a£t  17 191  as  to  put  it  abfolutely  in  the 
power  of  miniilers  and  preachers  to  acapt  or  refeS  the 
ufurpation  of  patronage  as  they  pleafe  ;  fa  that  a  patron 
can  give  no  trouble  to  the  church,  if  he  be  not  encoar- 
aged  and  aflilled  in  it  by  an  accepter.  His  prefentation 
would  be  but  like  a  dead  ferpent^  altogether  lifelefs  and 
harmlefs  to  the  church,  if  an  accepter  did  not  come 
and  infpire  it  with  life,  and  put  a  fling  in  it.  Though 
patronage  be  a  grievous  ufurpation  and  burden  on  the 
church,  yet  it  is  now  fo  limited  ^nd  tied  up  in  Scotlarid 
by  law,  that  the  church  would  not  feel  the  burden  of 
it,  if  it  were  not  pulled  down  upon  her  by  accepting 
prefentees ;  fo  that  now  the  accepters  are  properly  the 
cpprcflbrs  of  the  church  of  Chrift.  If  Cbrift  condemns 
the  Pharifces  for  "  binding  heavy  burdens,  grievous  to 
be  born,  and  laying  them  upon  other  mens  (boulders ;" 
how  condemnable  muft  accepters  of  prefentations  be, 
who  bind  fuch  a  grievous  burden  as  patronage  on  the 
flioulders  of  Chrift's  church  i 

3.  The 
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.  2*  The  minifter  or  preacher,  who  accepts  of  a  prefen- 
ta^ion  doth  not  only  bring  fin  upon  himfelf,  by.  oppref- 
Cng:  thp. church,  and  fpoiling  her  of  her  jitd  ri^ht ;  but 
^Ifo  takes  the  ready  way  to  encourage  and  harden  a 
patron  in  his  guilt  aiid  finful  ufurpation,  and  to  ob'1ru£fc 
bis  convi^lon;  repentance,  and  reformation  :  for  he 
will  readily  think  that  his  confciencc  needs  not  be  more 
ftrait  laced  than  theii?s,  who  (hould  inform  his-  Whf?re- 
fore  wc  eaKneftly  wi(h  and  pray,  that  God  would  brijg 
accepters,  with  their  advifers  and  fupporters,  calmiy  to 
confider  what  a  finful  hand  they  have  in  enfnaring  pa- 
trons in  a  corrupt  courfe,  and  in  hardening  them  in 
their  ufurpation  oyer  the  church  of  God. 

4.  The  way  of  accepting  prefentatioas  doth  open  a. 
door  to.  many  fad  evils,  fuch  as  Simoniacal  padions  and 
intrigues,  uncliriftiaiji  contentinns  and  divifions  in  judi- 
catories, oppreflive  concudions  in  parifhds,  vexatious 
proftcution  and  appeals,  and  many  fcaudalous  intruGons 
into  churches,  to  the  great  .difcrcdit  of  religion,  and 
reproach  of  the  minifterial  charadttr :  hereby  congre- 
gations are  robbed  of  their  jull  rights  to  call  their  own 
minifters,  and  very  oft  Chrift's  flock  is  fcattered  and 
broken  in  pieces,  the  godly  are  grieved,  and  the  wicked 
hardened :  hereby  ordinances  oome  to  be  neglefled,  the 
Lord*s  day  profaned,  ignorance  and  vice  encouraged, 
church- difcip'ine  weakened.  Yea,  this  pernicious 
pra£iice  has  given  occafion  to  many  violent  fcttlements, 
and  to  a  woeiul  fchifm  in  the  church,  to  the  depofing 
of  feveral  worthy  n^iniders,  and  to  the  difcouragemcnt 
of  many  pious  ftudents  ar>d  preaclicrs  froin  ferymg  the 
church  :  fo  that  our  acceptt^rs  have  med  to  coufidec 
how  they  will  anfwer  for  all  thefe  direful  confcquences 
of  their  pratlice,  and  whether  the  commonneis  of  it 
will  excufe  the  finfulnefs  of  it :  O  that  we  could  look  to 
God,  who  only  can  open  their  eyes  I   • 

5.  Accepters*  of  prefentations  a£i:  contrary  to  the 
known  principles  of  Prefbyterians,  and  to  their  own 
engagements  j  and  fo  are  chargeable  with  fad  defediou 
and  breach  of  faith.  Our  Second  Book  of  Difcipline^ 
which  is  fvvorn  to  in  our  National  Covenant,  declares 
patronages  to  be  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  chap.  \  2. 

Vol.  IV.  3  E  And 
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And  it  was  the  general  opinion  in  the  year  l^^p%  that  - 
accepting  of  prefentations  was  inconfifteiit  with  Frefby- 
teriln  principlesy  and  with  the  rights  and  rules  of  this 
church,  which  aP  miitifters  and  preachers  oblige  them* 
fdyes  to  maintain ;  upon  which  account,  none  adTcn- 
tured  to  meddle  with  them  for  a  good  many  years 
thereafter.  In  our  opinion,  they  aft  contrary  to  their 
engagements  which  they  come  under  by  the  Aflembly's 
firmuia  171 1 ;  wherein  they  fubTcribe  and  promife,  that 
they  will  never  directly  or  indircftly  endeavour  the  pre- 
judice or  fubverfion  of  the  difcipHne  and  government 
of  this  churchy  but  that  they  wtli  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power  maintain  and  fupport  the  fame.  Now^  it  was 
ftill  reckdned  a  branch  of  our  difcipline  and  government, 
for  parifhes  to  have  the  liberty  of  free  eMiions,  and  for 
Prefbyteries  ^o  have  accefs  to  free  moderations  in  the 
calling  <rf  minifters.  And  it  is  vifible  to  all,  that  ac« 
cepters  of  prefentations  do  ftop  and  hinder  this  free 
Kberty  and  accefs,  contrary  to  their  engagements  by  the 
f$rmulitj  and  alfo  by  the  national  covenant. 

6.  Seeing  it  is  notour  that  the  defign  of  accepting 
prefentations  is  to  fecure  the  ftipend  to  the  prefentee, 
fo  as  another  cannot  have  a  title  to  it ;  it  is  plain  that 
the  accepter  doth  hereby  invert  the  order  w)iich  Chrift 
hath  appointed  in  bis  churchy  viz.  that  a  minifter's  right 
to  maintenance  (hould  be  confequential  to  his  ordination 
to  the  minillry :  whereas,  by  the  method  he  takes,  he 
would  make  a  minifter^s  ordination  to  the  miniftry  con- 
fequential to  his  having  a  right  to  the  maintenance ; 
which  is  contrary  to  Chrift's  ftatcd  order,  and  the  nature 
of  things. 

7.  By  accepting  prefentations,  minifters  do  fadly 
prejudge  the  fucccfs  of  the  gofpel  and  their  Own  mini- 
ftry, by  offending  and  ftumbling  the  parifhes  concerned^ 
befides  many  others,  at  their  condiift.  And  is  it  any 
wonder  though  a  parifh  b^  offended  with  a  man  for 
going  about  to  fecure  a  title  to  their  ftipend,  before 
th^y  have  accefs  to  know  him,  or  (hew  any  inclination 
for  him;  and  for  his  binding  the  yoke  of  patronage  upon 
thetn,  ,and  fpoiling  them  of  their  juft  right  of  chufing 
their  own  paftpr ;  and  for  hindering  them  to  get  ancv 

•  ther 
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ibcr  worthy  paftor  whom  they  dearly  love  ?  What  mufi: 
they  dimk  of  a  mM  that  tells  a  reclairoinK  partOij  by 
word  Off  deed,  *'  VH  be  your  mitiifteff  in  fpite  of  your 
teeth»  PU  hare  the  charyre  of  your  fouls  whether  ye  will 
or  not  %  and,  if  ye  refufe  ordinances  and  means  of  faU 
vation  *  from  me^  ye  (hall  have  none  ?  Nay,  come  of 
your  fouls  what  will,  thou^  they  ihouM  perifh  in  a 
ftate  of  ignorance  and  prejudice,  Til  pofTefs  the  kirk, 
manfe,  and  benefice,  and  hold  out  another  minifter 
from  you.**  Have  they  not  too  good  ground  to  fafpe& 
Ibch  a  mani  of  earthly- mindednefs,  greed  of  filthy 
lucre,  or  of  being  more  concerned  for  "  lits  own  things 
than  for  die  thinf^rs  of  Jefus  Chrifti''  and  the  falvation 
ef  their  fonls  ^  Which  apprebenfiona  are  fufficient  to 
ftuff  the  breafts  of  p^le  wkh  prejudice  agatnft  htm  at 
his  entry,  and  to  Uaft  his  minifttations  to  them  for 
many  years  thereafter.  For  it  is  no  wonder  if  they 
think  fudi  language  or  praiftice  is  not  like  that  (A 
one  who  fincerely  defigns  to  advance  Chrift's  kingdom^ 
and  win  fouls  to  him,  as  a  faithfnl  mintfter  ought  to  do : 
but  rather  of  one  that  h^  bafe  worldly  ends  in  view  ! 
Hie  language  of  a  paftor,  whom  Chrill  fends,  is  that 
in  2  Con  xii.  14.  ^  I  feek  not  yours,  but  you ;''  where^ 
as  that  of  an  accepter  feems  to  be  the  very  reverfe^ 
**  I  feck  not  you,  but  yours." 

8.  It  increafeth  the  prejudice  of  many  againft  fach 
ccceptersy  when  they  fee  there  is  no  neceifity  for  their 
accepting  of  prefentations.  Indeed,  if  there  were  no 
coming  to  a  church  or  ftipend  but  by  the  Patron's  rights 
foracthing  might  be  faid  to  alleviate  the  crime  :  but  at 
prefent  there  is  no  neceffity  from  the  law  to  accept  o£ 
them ;  nay,  on  the  contrary,  the  law  leaves  an  open 
door,  by  which  minifters  and  preachers  may  have  an 
orderly  gofpel  accefs  both  to  churches  and  benefices, 
without  having  any  dealing' with  Patrons  at  ail,  if  they 
would  btit  exer^cife  a  little  patience  till  fix  months  e« 
lapfe.  Now>  how  can  people  think  charitably  of  thofe 
who  refufe  to  enter  by  the  fafe  g&jpeidcor^  and  chufe 
rather  to  climb  up  by  the  window  of  prsfentations  and 
violence,  when  they  cannot  but  fee  their  fo  doing  tends 
to  blaft  their  own  miniftry,  and  bring  a  heavy  ydce  on 
3  E  a  their 
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theJr  hfiotlier-church,  after  ftie  tiraj  in  efifea:  freed  of  it 
by  the  tendernefs  of  the  legiflatufe  in  1719  ?  Now,  fee- 
ing thcfc  acceptances  were  unneccflaty  andofmoft  pcr- 
iiicious  confcquence  to  the  church  and  die  intereft  of 
the  gofpel,  it  cannot  but  be  fur|>rt(mg  that  our  General 
AifembHes  were  at  fo  little  pains  to  difcoura^'  or  pre-^ 
vent  them,  when  it  might  have  been  eafily  done  at  the 
beginning.  We  find  indeed  that  the  Affembly  1724 
referred  it  to  their  commiflion,  to  think  of  an  overture 
thereanent,  and  lay  it  befdre  the  next  Aflfembly ;  but  it 
doth  not  appear  that  there  waa  any  more  done,  hot- 
withftanding  of  repeated  inftruAions  front  Prefbyterics 
concerning  the  fame.  We  know  no  reafon  can  be  af- 
iigned  for  the  Affembly's  indolence  in  this  matter,  but 
their  pufillanimity,  or  fmfulnefs  *^  offending  the  go- 
vernment :  but  this  fear  of  man  hadh  brcmght  a  woful 
fnare  upon  the  poor  church.  Several  fynods  indeed 
fhewed  a  willingnefs  to  reftrain  thefe  acceptances ;  but 
Prefentecs  knowing  where  to  have  rccourfe,  their  afts 
were  foon  difregarded.  At  firfl:  one  or  two  proba« 
tioners  began  to  mint  at  accepting  prefentations,  but 
the  outcry  againft  them  was  fo  great,  that  they  foon 
retra£ted,  and  paft  from  them  again.  But  fome  time 
after,  when  Principal  George  Chalmers  adventured  to 
accept  a  prefcntation  to  the  church  of  Old-Machir, 
feveral  young  men  took  courage  and  followed  his  ex- 
ample ;  and  though  at  firft  they  qualified  their  accep« 
tances  with  having  the  peoples  coiifent,  yet  they  would 
not  retradi  them  after  the  people  Ihewed  their  averfion 
to  them  i  which  occafioned  many  intrufions  and  violent 
fettlements  through  feveral  places  of  the  church,  con- 
trary to  our  known  principles,  Thefe  intrufions  canic 
gradually  into  the  church,  but  were  hot  commonly 
pra€lifed,  nor  countenanced  by  fuperior  courts,  'till  af- 
ter the  year  1728.  For  we  find  the  Affembly  1725, 
after  a  great  ftruggle  about  calling  a  minifter  to  Aber- 
deen, appointing,  that  befides  the  voting  of  magi(lrates> 
town-councii  and  elders  in  the  call,  the  inclinations  of 
beads  of  families  ihall  be  confulted  about  it.  And  the 
Affembly  1726  cenfurcd  the  commiffion  for  proceeding 
to  traiifport  Mr  Jarheg  Chalmers  from  Dyke  to  Abcr- 
<  dcen, 


<Jecn,  without  havmi^  due  tegifjlto  t^e  indinattdas  of 
tjbe  people  of  that  city;  ^hn  oppofed  his  call.  Btit»  a^ 
lasi  our  Affcrnblrcs  did  not  c^tittnuis  long,  in  fuch  a 
difr^oTitbn  ;  foir  they  and  their  conmifGm  begin  foon' 
afterwards  to  p  y  more  re '►aH  to  patrons  anil  heritors 
in  planttne  of  churches,  thouejh  fewof  thcfe  were  hfar- 
^rs,  than  th«v  did  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people  that 
attended  ordinances.  The  CrOwn  baring;  the  patronage 
of  mod  of  the  churches  of  Scorland,  this  melancholy 
turn  of  aiFairs  was  thought  to  be  brQUs:ht  about  by 
ftrong  court».influs!ice,  and  by  the  afiivity  of  feveral 
leading  mintftcrs,  who  had  their  dependence  upon  or 
expe£bihons  froai  that  airth*  Thcfe  began  to  vent 
themfeWes  in  judicatories  againft  the  rights  of  the 
Chrifttan  people,  and  toaffert  that  there  were  no  dated 
rules  nor  diredions  in  Scripture  about  the  calling  of 
imniflers,  or  who  {hould  be  the  ckdors^  Some  of 
them  wrote  pamphlets  ^gairtft  the  peoples  rights,  pre- 
tending  to  anfwer  the  Scripture-argnments  for  them; 
and  maintained  that  the  clergy  or  judicatories  were  the 
proper  eledor?.  Thefe  were  fufficiently  ahfwered  by 
Mr  Currie,  Mr  Hill  and  others  5  but  their  opponents 
had  the  afcendant  in  judicatories,  and  carried  things 
there  as  they  plcafcd. 

At  this  time  the  church  of  Scotland  was  in  a  mod 
lamentable  condition,  and  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty 
fecmed  to  be  kindled  againft  her,  in  letting  loofe  many 
adverfaries  at  once  to  attack  and  deftroy  her :  for  at 
the  fame  time  we  fiAd  her  many  wHys  dreadfully  toffid 
and  (haken  :'  as  by  patronages,  and  intrufions  puihed  on 
by  the  court  and  great  men;  By  Independent  fchemcs 
and  conftitutions  of  churches,  zealoully  promoted  by 
Mr  Glafs'  ^nd  Mr  Archb<dd  ;  By  Ariaii  errors  taught 
and  propagated  by  Profeffor  Simfon  ;  By  many  grofs 
errors  vented  by  others,  .both  Prelbyterian ,and  tpifco- 
.  pal;  And  by  legal  fermons  and  moral  harangues  (to 
,the  negleft  of  preaching  Chrift)  introduced  by  many  of 
the  young  clergy.  All  thefe  evils,  working  arid  fer- 
menting througii  the  land  at  or\ce,  occafioned  dreadful 
Ihocks  and  convulfions  in  this  national  church,  likely 
to  rend  her  in  many  pieces.     Yet,  alas  !  we  were  not 

fenfiblc 
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fenfiUe  of,  noi^  Aiitably  zStSttA  widi  onr  danger  ami 
mifer^,  not  with  the  fins  which  wetfe  the  procurinf; 
caafe  of  all.  ^^  Turn  us,  O  God  of  our  falration,  and 
caufe^thtne  anger  towards  us  to  ceafe!  Oh^  wilt  thou  he 
angry  with  us  forerer  ?  ^wilt  thou  draw  oat  thine  an« 
ger  to  all  generations  ?"  J^hatevcr  the  Lord  think  fit 
to  do  with  this  backfliding  church  and  land^  we  judge 
it  incumbent  upon  us  to  bear  wknefa  againft  the  foire* 
faid  evils. 

As  to  the  impugning  and  invading  the  rights  which 
congregations  have  to  chufe  and  call  their  own  nun* 
fiers,  and  the  intrufions  made  upon  them,  which,  alas  ! 
ftill  continue  to  be  pra£iifed  \  we  (hall  gire  our  reafons 
for  teftifjring  againft  them,  and  for  the  rights  of  the 
people*  And  the  firft  and  great  reafon  is>  becaufey  by 
the  rule  and  pattern  of  God's  word»  and  by  the  di&atea 
ef  found  and  fober  reafon,  the  Chriftian  people  have  an 
nnqueftionable  intereft  in  the  choice  of  thefe  paftort 
to  whom  they  are  to  intruft  the  care  of  their  fouls:  and 
particularly,  this  right  of  the  people  is  eftabliflied  by 
feVeral  paffages  of  the  *'  Afts  o3f  the  Appftlcs^**  a  book 
intended  to  give  us  the.apoftolical  pra6lice  and  pattern 
in  the  fettlement  of  the  Chriftian  church. 

I.  In  a£fcs  i.  13-  14,  15,  &c.  when  the  eleven  apof- 
Iks  met  for  the  choice  of  an  apoftle,  the  laity  prelient 
with  them  were  allowed  a  (hare  in  the  ele£tion  of  two, 
of  which  God  did  chufe  one  to  fill  the  Vacancy  of  the 
apoftolical  college.^  From  which  we  infer,  That  mini- 
fters  (hould  much  more  confult  them  in  the  choice  of 
ordinary  paftors,  who  are  to  have  the  ftated  infpedion 
of  their  foulf^  ^  and  that  this  condefcenfion  of  the  apof- 
ties  to  the  people  in  this  cafe,  doth  condemn  their  prac- 
tice who  violently  impofe  minifters  upon  Chriftian  con* 
gregations,  while  they  are  dSffenting  and  reclaiming  a 
gainft  them,  and  willing  to  receive  others  every  way  as 
fit  for  them.  And  we  find  our  reformers  and  Protef- 
tant  divines,  fuch,  as  Calvin,  Beza,  Junius,  Zanchy^ 
Chamier,  Voctius,  Amefius,  Turretine,  Cartwrightt  ^ 
Calderwood,  Gillefpie,  Forrcfter,  Lauder,  and  many 
others,  improving  this  pafiage  for  the  peoples  rights  a* 
gainft  Papiftsi  Prclatifts  and  patronages^ 

a.  In 
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«.  In  A&8  VI.  the  apoftles  called  the  multitude  or 
body  of , the  difciples  to  the  choice  of  the  first  (landing 
church  officers  which  they  appoimed«  vliz.  the  deacons 
for  taking  care  pi  the  poor ;  from  which  we  infer,  If 
the  difciples  have  a  right  to  chufe  thefe  officers  who  are 
to  difpo&  of  their  charity,  then  much  more  thefe  who 
are  to  ovcrfee  their  fouls.  And  if  the  apoftles  reckoned 
the  people  competent  to  judge  who  had  the  qualifica- 
tions for  deacons  which  they  prefcribe,  viz.  "  who  Wrc 
moft  eminent  for  honefty,  wifdom,  and  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft;  why  arc  they  not  cooipetent  to  give 
their  judgement  of  the  Kke  qualifications  in  thofe  who 
are  to  be  their  pallors  ?  The  apoftles  being  under 
immediate  Divine  direftlon,  were  abundantly  capable 
tp  choofe  thefe  officers  without  the  people  ?  yet  they 
will  needs  have  them  concurring  in  it,  as  a  patron  to 
the  church  in  their  after  chufing  of  church  officers. 
And  it  is  obfervable,  the  apoftles  took  this  method,  to 
filence  the  complaints  among  the  people  about  pro*  - 
viding  for  the  poor.  Which  loudly  calls  upon  judi- 
catories with  us  to  follow  their  example,  in  order  to  fi- 
•  lence  the  peoples  complaints  of  violent  intrufions  made 
upon  them,  contrary  to  the  apoftles  pra6lice  and  our 
acknowledged  principles,  to  the  great  hinderance  of 
the  gofpcl  and  the  edification  of  fouls.  Like  wife  we 
have  the  forccited  Proteftant  divines  concurring  to  im- 
prove this  pafTage  of  the  deacons  for  the  peoples  rights : 
^nd  it  might  be  expe£led  that  the  minifters  of  the  church 
of  Scotland  would  not  oppofe  them,  or  join  with  the 
Papifts  in  this  queftion.  . 

3.  The  apoftles  ptaflice  in  the  ele£\ion  of  church- 
officers,  being  fufficiently  evident  by  the  forefaid  two 
inftances,  the  facred  penman  of  the  Adls  infifts  no  more 
upon  this  fubje£l,  fave  that  he  hints  at  their  known 
pra£tice  in  ordinations,  A<Sls  xiv.  23.  In  our  verfion 
it  is,  **  And  when  they  had  ordained  them  elders  in 
every  church."  Now,  the  word  here  rendered  ordained^ 
is  but  half  tranflated  ;  for  in  the  original  it  is  ;ic«'f«wwr»rfc, 
which  Erafmus  renders  cum  fuffragiit  creajfent ;  and 
Peza,  agreeing  with  him,  hath  \i  per  fuffragia  creaffent : 
bp  thatji   according  to  thefe  learned  men^  and  many 

others^ 
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others,  the  palT-^ge  ftioul'^  have  been  rendrred,/*  When 
they  hr.d  V^y  fuffnjres  apppirred  to  them  elder;?  in  every 
church/*  S«'  't  \  in  ?A\  old  E^gjlifh  tranflations,  and  lo, 
it  wl's^  hrou^ht  in  by  our  \A\  tr  .nil-itorF.,  unnl  the  ver- 
.  fion  vas  ••ornmfttf^d  !  y  kin^  J  .  v  es  to  feme  of  the/Eng- 
liih  bifh  p*^  to  bf  revii  d,  ^^  ho  altered  119  !ef^  than  four- 
tctn  p.Ti{rap;es  of  the  New  Tefl-nnent,  and  ihl-  among 
the  reft,  to  make  t^.cm  fpeak  the  language  of  tlie  church 
of  England  ;  hut  tie  (ingindl  lane^uage,  bf:ihg  that  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  '^  o  be  cur  ru'c.  The  word  here  is 
not  ;t"op*'^^'*»  which  fignific^  the  a£lion  of  n^inlflcr*  in 
ordaimng  h  but  it  is  ;t"f<^'^«"«»  which  is  exprefTive  of  the 
peoples  a6\  in  tickling  of  pafto?s,  by  llrctchine  or  lift- 
ing up  the  I  and,  as  was  tl'.e  cuftom  :  and  v^  this  fenfe 
doth  the  apoftje  m.;te  ufe  of  the  word  x^*f*>^^^^>  and 
jifcribe  it  to  the  people,  2  Cor.  viii.  19. 

4.  Thd  fpoil'.ng  congregations  of  their  right  of  call- 
jng  their  miniOers,  and  inipofing  pallors  upon  them,  is 
not  only  againft  the  example  of  the  r.p/.ftles,  but  alfo 
contrary  to  the  commands  of  our  glorious  Head,  to  our 
own  prayers,  and  to  the  very  fpirit  of  the  gofpel.  Doth 
net  Chrift  enjoin. us  in  his  word  to  **  glorify  him  in  all 
things,"  to  '*  do  all  to  tUt  glory  of  God,*'  arid  to  "  do 
all  things. to  the  edification  of  his  people  T*  to  **  conde- 
fcend  to  men  of  low  efi'ate/*  and  to  "  be  gentle  towards 
all  men?"  Doth  he  not  forbid  us  to  **  cxercrfe  dcmi- 
liion  over  the  clurch,"  to  *'  fet  at  nought  cur  brother, 
and  rule  over  his  people  with  rigour?"  doih  he  not 
command  all  Chriftians  to  *'  judge  of  what  they  hear/ 
to  •'  try  the  fpiribp,"  to  "  beware  of  falfe  prophets?" 
Are  r.oc  all  miniders  and  others  bound  to  t)ray,  that 
**  God's  name  may  be  hallowed,"  that  "  his  kingdom' 
may  come,"  and  that  *'  the  whole  earth  may  be  filled 
with  his  glory  ?"  And  do  not  they  aft  the  very  reverfc 
of  thcft^.  commands  and  prayers^,  who  would  in  a  ma* 
gifterral  way  intrude  minillers  upon  Chriftian  congre- 
gations, and  thereby  ftop  the  fpreading  of  his  gofpel, 
the  converfion  of  fouls,  and  the  increafe  of  his  kingdom 
siipon  icatth  ?  Are  forced  fcttlements  agreeable'  to  the 
mecknefs  and  gentlenefs  of  Chrifl  our  Mafter  and  Pat- 
tern ?   Or  are  they  like  the  mild  difpofition  and  condc- 
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icetifions  of  the  apoftle  PauU  who  ufed  the  mod  tender^  - 
foft.  and  condefcending  methods  to  advance  the  gofpel 
among  men,  and  was  willing  to  *<  become  all  things 
to  all  men  for  their  fpiritual  good  ?"  and,  when  he  Aiv 
it  needful  for  the  winning  of  their  fouls,  he  laid  afide 
his  authority,  and  fell  to  entreaties  and  befeechings  with 
them,  Rom*  xii.  i.  2  Cor  ¥•  20. — x.  i.  Philemon  9. 
10.  And  obferve  what  he  fays,  i  Theff.  ii.  7.  it* 
**  We  were  gentle  among  you,  as  a  nurfe  cherifheth 
her  children  s"  And  (faith  he)  "  we  exhorted  you  as  a 
father  doth  his  children."  Now,  as  a  tender  nurfe  or 
father  will  not  impofe  any  upon  weak  i:hildren  to  feed 
them,  at  whom  they  have  the  greateft  avcrfion,  nor  tell 
them  that  they  (hall  have  no  food  unlefs  they  take  it 
from  fuch  hands-,  fo  neither  ought  judicatories  to  in- 
trude paftors  upon  diifenting  or  reclaiming  pariQies* 
They  pray  for  the  fpreading  of  Chrift's  glory  and  king- 
dom, and  therefore  fhould  not  countera£l  their  prayers^ 
asvthey  manifeitly  do  by  violent  fettlements  ;  for  thus 
they  lay  the  foundations  of  (Irong  prejudices  in  peoples 
breads  againft  minifters  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  glorious 
gofpel,  and  frequently  drive  people  quite  away^from 
the  gofpel  net,  to  the  great  increafe  of  ignorance  and 
immorality.  This  courfe  is  dire(^ly  againft  the  Bible, 
that  forbids  us  to  give  any  occafion  of  ftumbling  or  pre- 
judice unto  others,  whereby  their  edification  may  be 
hindered,  Rom.  xiv.  13;  ip.'yx*  Alas!  people  hav^ 
naturally  ftrong  enough  prejudices  againft  the  gofpel 
itfelf,  be  the  paftor  never  fo  acceptable ;  and  what  a 
pity  is  it  that  occafion  (hould  be  given  them  to  conceive 
prejudice  alfo  againft  the  preacher  of  it  ?  feeing  there- 
by the  ftrong  holds  of  Satan  are  rendered  mpre  im- 
pregnable. For  how  can  it  be  expe£led  that  a  parifh 
will  be  free  of  ftumbling  or  prejudice  againft  a  man 
that  makes  it  his  bufinefs  to  obtain  a  right  to  their  fti'> 
pend,  and  will  not  part  with  it  when  they  (how  the  ut- 
moft  averGon  to  him,  but  gets  himfelf,  viis  £gf  modis, 
thruft  in  upon  them  ?  Will  they  not  be  ready  to  look 
upon  him  as  *'  an  earthly  minded  man,  greedy  of  filthy 
lucre,"  that  thrufts  himfelf  into  the  **  prieft*s  office  for 
a  piece  of  bread,*'  that  fecks  the  fleece  more  than  the 
Vol.  IV.    ,  3F  flock, 
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flock,  ^^  and  minds  his  own  tilings  more  tliMi  the  timgi^ 
of  Jefos  Chrift  ?•*  1$  not  thU  the  way  to  bflHg  b^h  the 
perfon  and  mintftry  of  fuch  a  mtfn  imb  tontettyplt  among 
the  people,  to  i(hut  their  ears  againft  his  %dit^dtiition«, 
and  render  his  labours  among  them  un^Juctefsful  !^ 
Whereas,  fhould  a  minifter  cotnc  artiottg  a  peoj^e  by 
their  call,  he  has  a  fair  door  opened  tb  Mm  to  promote 
their  falvation :  they  think  themfeltes  bound  to  attend 
Ms  miniftry,  receive  him  into  their  Iboufes,  hearken  to 
hiscouafels,  and  fubmit  to  his  reproofs;  Btid  fo  the 
go(pel  hath  free  courfe  among  that  people. 

J.  Seeing  the  right  of  Chriftians  to  judge  for  them* 
felves  in  matters  of  religion  is  undeniably  fecsred  to 
them  both  by  the  light  of  nature  and  of  revelation ; 
they  muft  confequently  have  an  iritereft  in  the  choice 
of  their  teachers. .  Far  if  a  man  may  judge  for  himfdf 
concerning  the  fchemes  of  do£lrine'anci  ways  of  falva- 
tion  laid  before  Mm,  and  may  prefdr  cftic  to  another : 
it  muft  foHow,  that  he  hath  alfo  a  right  to  judge  who 
is  fitteft  to  ifi(lru£);  him  Recording  to  it ;  otherwife  he 
might  fall  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  would  lead  him 
into  fchemes  quite  oppofite  to  what  he  hath  chofen. 
It  is  evident  that  bot^  Scripture  and  reafon  allow  men 
a  judgment  of  difcretion  about  the  pallors  to  whom 
they  are  to  commit  the  inftruding»  guiding,  and  edify* 
idg  of  their  precious  fouls.  Thkt  text  is  |>lain  for  it^ 
in  I  John  iv.  1.  **  Beloved,  believe  not  evefy  fpirit,  but 
,  try  the  fpitits  whether  they  be  of  God ;  becaufe  menv 
falfe  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the  world.**  Likewiie 
that  text,  Mat.  vii.  15.  1 6  *•  Beware  of  falfe  prophets, 
which  come  to  you  in  (heeps  clothing,  but  inwardly 
are  ravening  wolves.  Te  (hall  knoiv  them  by  their 
fruits."  ,  And  that  in  2  John,  ver.  10.  "  If  there  come 
any  to  you,  and  bring  not  this  do£^rine,  receive  him 
not."  From  aU  which  texts  it  is  evidcnl,  that  Chriftians 
have  right  to  judge  concerning  thofe  who  bring  thcift 
true  gofpcl  dodrine,  and  whom  they  are  to  receive, 
and  whom  not.  The  Bereans  are  highly  commended 
for  their  ufing  this  right,  Afls  xvii.  1 1 .  Atid  Chrift 
declares  it  to  be  the  privilege  of  his  people  to  diftinguiOi 
the  voice  of  a  ftiranger  or  hittling  from  the  voice  of  a 
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trua  Aiephcidy  and  to  fteci  from  die  Qxiei  and  follow  the 
othw,'*  Joha  x»4.  5. 

6.  The  confcnt  oi  parifties  to  the  fettlcment  of  a  mi- 
43ifteT  is  rcqutfite  to  conftitute  the  piftoral  relatioh  be- 
twixt hiua  and  his  flock,  and  the  ob]ig9tion  of  mutual 
ofl^ces  and  duties  one  to  another.  It  was  anciently  a 
leceiy^d  maxim  among  Prefbyterians,  That  tl>e  confent 
pf  the  flock  is  as  neceifary  to  fix  the  paltoral  relation,  as 
the  confent  of  the  n^iniftcr  \  feeing  the  tye  is  mutual 
and  recmrocah 

7*  The  apoft]e$  example,  in  prdaining  paflors  by  the 
choice  and  confent  of  the  people,  was  followed  hy  the 
primitive  church  for  many  centuries  after  them,  as  £u« 
febiuf  m^  others  teftify.  And  the  learned  Turretine, 
Yo).  3.  qucil*  34  Dijure  vcafihniSy  quotes  many  of  the 
aiacic^  £at;her$  and  councils  as  maintainin^r  the  peoples 
ciight*  And  Mr  Petrk,  in  his  diurcjv  hiftory,  p.  63, 65. 
qbferves.  That  tJie  eharch  of  Rome  in  the  7th  century 
had  not  given  up  with  this  p/incipk  of  Chriftianity. 
It  hath  been  the  filled  principle  of  this  church,  and  of 
our  refcrnEicrs  frotn  the  v^ry  dawning  of  phe  reforma- 
tion, That  congregations  ought  to  have  miHiftcrs  fettled 
amopg  them  with  Cheir  own  confent.  This  can  be 
made  evident  from  ouf  books  of  dift:ipline,  and  mar>y 
ajfts  of  aflemblies ;  aqd  th,is  is  confirmed  hy  alFembiy 
1736,  aft  14  wherein  they  declare,  **  That  it  is,  and 
ha^  h^h  fince  the  Reformation,  the  principle  of  this 
jchurch,,tbat  no  minifter  {hall  be  intruded  into  any  pariOi 
Cpotrsgry  to  the  will  of  the  congregation  5  and  therefore 
ihey  feriouiSy  recommend  to  all  the  judicatories  of  this 
church,  .to  h^ve  a  due  regard  to  the  faid  principle  in 
planjting  vapar>t  congregations,  as  they  regard  the  glory 
of  God*  Widk  the  ediiication  of  the  body  of  Chrift." 
But  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  neither  the  ancient  princi- 
pluB  of  this  church,  nor  the  recommendation  of  Aflem- 
bly  (736,  are  much  regarded  in  the  fettlement  of 
dmrjches  at  this  dayj  more  than  the  Scriptural  argu- 
ments aforcmenjtioned  for  the  peoples  right.  Ohow 
great  ground  hath  this  backfliding  church  to  imitate 
that  fan^Qus  General  Aflembiy  1596,  who  made  the 
thrulling  of  men  into  congregations  oue  fpecial  caufe 
3^2  itf , 
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of  their  leepinj;  a  day  for  folemn  falling  and  humiliit 
tion  before  the  Lord !  Likewife  it  is  to  be  noticed^ 
what  they  obfcrve  of  thefe  intruders,  '*  That  they  ma- 
nifeft  thereafter,  that  they  were  not  called  of  G<kI  " 

0  that  judicatories  would  keep  in  mind  the  apoftle's 
warning  againft  being  *^  partakers  of  othe^  mens  fins, 
by  laying  hands  fuddenly  upon  them  *^  and  would  con* 
fider  how  far  they  may  be  accountable  for  thefe  precious 
fouls,  who  may  perifh  in  an  ignorant  and  Chriftlefs 
condition,  during  the  fcatterings  and  prejudices  of  con- 
gregations intruded  upon  S  Surely  that  text  hath  an 
alarming  found  to  all  concerned  in  intrufions,  Jer.  xxiS. 
12.  ^<  Wo  be  unto  the  paftors  that  deftroy  and  fcatter 
the  flieep  of  my  paftures,  faith  the  Lord.  Therefore, 
thus  faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  againft  the  paftors 
that  feed  my  people,  Yc  have  fcattered  my  flock,  and 
driven  them,  away,  and  have  not  vifited  them  j  behold, 

1  will  vifit  upon  you  the  evil  of  your  doings,  faith  the 
Lord."'  Likewife  the  34th  chapter  of  E^ekiel  hath 
ibme  very  awful  things  relative  to  this  cafe.  O  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  would  carry  them  home  to  the  hearts 
of  men,  with  fuch  power  and  efficacy,  that  their  eyes 
may  be  opened  in  time ;  fo  that  intrufions,  fcatterings, 
and  contempt  of  Chrift's  flock,  may  not  iflTue  in  the  de- 
ilruflioti  of  vital  religioti,  and  ^f  this  once  famous  na« 
tional  church  \ 

This  woful  contempt  and  difregardtng  of  the  flock 
of  Chrift,  by  intruding  paftors  upon  them^  n^lefking 
their  petitions,  and  otherwife,  cduld  not  but  be  very 
provoking  to  a  holy  God  ;  wherefore  he  was  pleafed  to 
vifit  this  church  with  fcvere  awful  rebukes,  and  parti- 
cularly  with  violent  attacks  upon  her  beatitiful  conftitu- 
tion,  running  it  down,  and  {Promoting  Independent 
fchemes  of  government^  and  fetting  up  new«  models  of 
congregatiotial  churches,  with  new  improvements. 
This  was  iirft  attempted  by  Mr  John  Glafs,  minifter  at 
Tealing,  and  Mr  Francis  Archibald,^  minifter  of  Guthrie. 
After  a  while's  more  fccret  management,  they  came  at 
length  to  vent  their  principles  openly,  and  to  g[0' about 
preaching  them  in  the  ftreets,  fields,  &c.  and  printed 
Several  p%m«Uets^  in  favour  of  their  new  opinions. 

They 
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They  found  hvXt  with  our  Confeffion  of  Faith  and 
Formula,  and  refufed  to  fubfcribe  them :  They  main- 
tained, that  there  is  no  warrant  for  national  churches 
under  the  New  Teftament»  but  only  for  congregational : 
That  fingle  congregation9  are  not  fubje£l  to :  any  fupe* 
rior  judicatory,  nor  cenfurable  by  them :  That,  they  may 
ordain  their  own  paftors,  and  that  all  the  members 
have  right  to  govern :  That  the  church  of  Ifrael  was  but 
a  typical  church,  and'  their  kings  were  ecclefiadical 
officers :  That  their  national  covenanting  with  God 
was  typical,  and  not  to  be  imitated  by  Chriftlan  nations: 
That  our  national  covenanting  was  unwarrantable,  and 
is  not  obligatory  on  us :  That  our  martyrs,  who  fufFer- 
ed  for  adhering  to  our  covenants,  were  fo  far  unenlighl-  - 
ened :  That  Chriftian  magidrates  have  no  more  power 
in  religious  matters  than  others,  and  ought  not  to  em- 
ploy their  power  to  advance  religion,  to  make  laws  with 
penalties  in  favours*  of  it,  nor  Co  rcftrain  or  puniih  he- 
retics or  falfe  teachers,  nor  to  give  encouragement  to 
good'  Chriftians  more  than  other  good  fubjeSa :  That 
the  Chriitian  religion  ought  not  to  be  defended  by  arms : 
That  the  example  of  the  reforming  kings  of  Judah  in 
puniAing  idolatry  and  falfe  worQiip,  or  encouraging 
true  religion,  is  not  to  be  imitated*  Thefe,  and  a  great 
many  other  new  and  ftrange  dodrines,  {;bey>fpread; 
and  would  by  no  means  be  reclaimed,  nor  forbear  vent- 
ing thenl.  At  length  the  church  did  procefs  them  both 
for  their  fiogular  doctrines  and  pra^ices*,  It  was  the 
opinion  of  many,  that  feeing  they  were  both  very  pious 
men,  acting  'acc(H-ding  to  their  lights  and  had  been  and 
might  be  further  ufeful  in  the  church,  they  (hould  not 
be  feverely  dealt  with,  but  only  brought  under  prohi- 
bitions and  reAraints ;  and  if  they  could  be  engaged  to 
ftay  with  their,  pwn  congregations,  and  no  more  to 
fpread  their  new  opinions,  tli^y  might  be  connived  at« 
Likewife,  many  had  greater  fympathy  with  Mr  Arch- 
bald  than  with  the  other,  in  regatd  he  was  led  off  by 
him  in  his  fimplicity  to  thefe  new  things,  neither  did  he 
vent  himfelf  fo  againit  our  covenants  as  he  did :.  but, 
feeing  none  of  tlKm  would  promife  to  forbear,  they 
were  both  fufpended ;  and^  upon  their  contemning  the 

church'9 
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church's  fefitcncc,  ehey  were  afterward  de po£ed.  Yet 
the  church  fhowed  ^  much  regard-  to  them  bath  \  forj 
fometlme  after,  they  toolc  oiF  the  fenteocesy  and  tepon- 
ed  t^f  m  both  to  ihe  minittry  in  general,  though  not  to 
their  churches.  They  did  all  they  could  to  fliake  the  • 
cftabliflied  church  government,  by  fettiiig  up  Indq>eQd« 

'  erit  churches  in  feveral  places  of  the  land,  and  ordain- 
ing feveral  mechanica  and  illiterate  perfon^  to.be  their 
minifters  :  and  they  preached  and  wrote  for  Indepen- 
dency :  but  their  pamphlets  are  confuted,  the  Divine 
right  of  Prrlbytery  eftabliOied,  and  the  abfurditie^  of 
the  Independent  fchtrnne  laid  open,  by  Mr  Aytone  in 
hid  Original  Conftitution  of  the  Chriftian  churchy  and 
by  feveral  others:  Co  that  we  need  add  no  more  to  what 
28  already  written,  b\^  our  approbation  thereof. 

At  the  very  fame  time  the  Lord  Was  pleafed  to  vifit 
this  church  with .  a  far  more  terriUe  rebuke,  by  per- 
mitting Profeflbr  Simfon  to  vent  Ariaa  errors  among 
his  (ludents  at  Glaigow,  for  which  a  procefs  was  com- 
menced againil  him  by  the  Presbytery  of  Ghfgow^  and 
after  foine  time  it  came  to  the  AUemUy,  and  continued 
before  themi  A0emblies  1727,  17289  and  I7?9»  And^ 
though  the  procefs  was  drawn  out  to  a  great  length,  by 

^the  extraordinary  methods  he  took  to  defend  btn^felf » 
yet  it  mutt  be  acknowledged  that  all  the  thvee  forefaid 
AfTemblies  maoifefted  their  zeal  and  concern  for  the 
orthodox  fidth  againft  any  thing  that  tended  to  Avian- 

'  ifmi  as  appears  jffom  the  procefs  in  print.  At  length 
the  Affembiy  found  it  proven,  that  Mr  Simfoa  had 
denied  the  necefiary  exigence  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift, 
and  the  numerical  onenefs  of  the  three  peWbna  of  the 
Trinity  in  fubftance  or  efience  \  and  had  uttered  feveral 
other  words  derogatory  to  the  Supreme  Deity  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrilt..  Notwithftanding  the  Profeflbr  ftiil 
refuied  that  he  taught  thefe  opinionsy  as  he  calls  tbem^ 
(the  Afiennbly  in  their  ad  calls  tl)em  grofs  errors)  and 
laid,  they  were  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  his  mind ; 
and,  if  he  uttered  fuch  n^brds,  they  mud  be  only  a  flip 
of  his  tongue.  He  likewife  came  \/o  give  it  under  his 
hand,  that  he  difclaimed  and  renounced  all  thefe  er- 
roneous ezpreffions»  and  made  an  orthodox  confeiBon 
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of  lits  faith  concffniiij;  the  ^orinus  Trinity  and  the 
fiiprencic  Dckf  of  our  Lord  Jef  is  Chriil,  both  before 
the  Aff  \i%%  and  1729.  And  whereas  he  had  faid 
Aar  Chri/lui  ejl  fummus  Deus^  is  to  be  taken  cum  gtam 
falis-s  and  thzt  fummus  Deus,  and  the  only  true  God, 
may  be  cinderftood  in  i  fenfe  ae^^  including  the  Father's 
perfonal  prooerty »  and  fo  not  applicable  to  the  Son ; 
he  declared  he  was  exceeding  forty  for  giving  any  of« 
fence  )vy  fuch  ways  of  (peaking,  and  fatd,  that  fummui 
Deus,  and  the  only  true  God,  are  equally  applicable  to 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  not  tn  any  lowter  (enfe  to 
the  Son  than  to  the  Father ;  and  that  he  adhered  to  the 
truth  of  Chrift*6  neceffary  «xiftence,  and  the  numerical 
onenefs'in  eflence  of  the  blefled  rrinity.  But  not- 
Wfthftanding  of  all  thefe  TCTui^ciations  and  declarations 
(which  came  fo  very  late)  many  in  (he  Aflembly  de- 
clared that  be  deferred  depbfition^  becaufe  at  the  be- 
fftfining  of  the  prooefs  he  refufed  to  anfwer  queftions 
for  clearing  himfelf,  and  had  neglo£ted  many  opportu* 
nittes  for  two  years  time  of  fatisfafbion  to  the  judicato- 
ries as  to  the  foundnefs  of  his  faith  concerning  t^fe 
important  artidles,  wlien  caHed  «pon  to  do  it.  But  the 
Aflembly  I728»  becaufe  of  his  confeilions  and  orthodox 
declaratidns,  and  f(»r  other  conlidsrations,  proceeded  no 
Ivvther'than  to  fufpend  him  from  preaching  and  teach- 
k)g>  and  all  exercife  of  any  eccleiiaftical  power  or 
funAion  \  and  delayed  the  finiihing  of  tlie  pjocefs  ti^l 
next  AiTembly,  that  they  might  know  the  mind  of  Pref- 
byteries  concerning  him. 

When  the  Affembly  1729  met,  he  made  a  long 
mofing  ^eech  before  them,  declaring  his  orthodoxy^ 
which  was  printed.  The  Aflembly  finifhed  the  affair, 
by  confirming  the  fentence  of  fufpenfion  formerly  paft, 
and  'giving  tt  as  their  judgment,  **  That  it  is  not  fit 
nor  fafe  that  he  be  further  employed  in  teaching  divi- 
nity,  and  in(lru£liag  of  youth  defigncd  for  the  holy 
fniniftry.*'  The  generality  of  Preibyteries,  notwith- 
(landing  of  his  confeffions  and  declarations,  had  fent  up 
to  this  Aliembly  their' inftru^ ions  for  his  depo(ition» 
with  which  they  nought  to  have  complied  \  efpecial^y 
feeing  by  a  former  procefs  in  the  year  1717,  he  had, 

been 
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been  found  teaching  Arminian  do&rine»  which  tiie  At* 
fen  biy  difcharged  him  to  do  for  the  future :  and  yet, 
contrary  to  that  prohibition,  it  was  found  proven  by«a 
committee  of  Afiembly,  that  he  perfifted  to  teach  the 
forefaid  doSrine.  This  the  AiTembly  knew  very  well, 
and  might  have  called  for  that  other  procefs*  Some 
alleged,  it  would  be  bettei^  to  keep  it  over  his  f head  un« 
difcufled,  to  prevent  after  defigns  of  reponing  him  to 
teach^  And  fooie  faid,  it  would  be  fater  for  truth  to 
bind  up  his  pen  by  a  fufpenfion^  and  by  keeping  him 
under  it,  than  by  a  depofition  to  provoke  a  man  of  his 
learning  to  make  open  attacks  upon  the  moft  important 
truths  of  our  holy  religion.  And  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  he  replied  nothing  to  all  that  was  written  againft 
him,  but  continued  fiient  undei  the  fufpenfion  for  many 
years^  until  the  day  of  his  death,  without  any  motion 
or  mint  by  any  to  get  it  taken  off*  It  is  defireable  alfo 
to  find  the  Afiembly,  in  their  laft  a£l  concerning  him, 
expreffing  *'  their  thankfulnefs  to  God,  for  direAing 
all  the  judicatories  of  this  churchy  which  had  this  pro- 
cefs  under  their  confideration  (which  includes  all  the 
Frtfbyteries  thereof)  fo  happily,  that  there  hath  not 
appeared  the  lead  difference  of  fentiment,  y  but,  on  the 
contrary,  there  hath  been  the  moft  perfed  and  unani* 
mous  agreenent  among  them,  as  to  the  do£lrine  of  the 
glorious  Trinity,  and  the  proper  fupreme  Deity  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  according  as  the  fame 
is  revealed  in  the  ho^y  Scriptures,  and  contained  in  oar 
ConfcfTion  of  Faith  and  Catechifms."  It  was  much 
feared  that  the  feeds  of  Arianifm  were  fown  in  this 
church  by  Profeffor  Simfon  and  others :  wherefore  there 
v^ere  many  excellent  books  written  at  this  time  againft 
Arianifm  and  Socinianifm,  and  in  defence  of  the  fore« 
faid  dodrine  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  and  the  proper 
fupreme  Deity  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  \  and,  being  fo 
well  written,  we  need  add  nothing,  but  join  our  tefti- 
mony  therewith,  and  pray  that  Arianifm  may  never  more 
fet  up  its  head  in  this  land.     Amen. 

Although  God  was  thus  vifibly  contending  with  the 
judicatories,  of  this  church,  for  their  difregarding  his 
flock  and  remnant  in  the  land  5  yet  it  is  inatter  of  deep 
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fegfety  that,  inftead  of  rcformingi  they  proceeded  to 
peater  heights  in  their  arbitrary  decifions  relating  to 
them:  for  in  the  years  1729,  1730,  173 1,  and  after* 
Ivtfrdst  we  find  the  complaints  of  worthy  minifteirs^  el« 
desa^  and:  bodies  of  Chriftian  people,  concethii^  intru* 
fions  upon  congregations  greatly  mclreafed  ;  which  oc* 
cafimed  many  remonftrances,  diflents»  and  proteftation^ 
in^thcAfiembHesft.commiffionsi  and  inferior  JHdicato-' 
rica.  In  the  Aflembly  173d,  when  the  ftrcam  of  vio-* 
leiioe  began  to  run  very  high,  many  eiit^ed  their  dif^ 
fonts  againft  the  fettlemcnts  of  Sutton  and  Old  Machirv 
but)  were  denied  liberty  to  record  them  v  which  made 
a  grestnoife^  and  increafed  the  ferment  among  the 
people^  but,  infiead  of  yielding  or  doing  any  thing  to 
quiefetheia,  shat  (Affismb'Iy  did  fummatily  make  an  a£k» 
diiicbarging  therccording  (as  ufual)  of  reafons  bf  di& 
feot  againft-  the  determination  of  church  judicatories } 
without  rernktang  the  affair  to  'prefbyteries  to  knofw 
their  nund  about  it,  according  to  former  a£b  of  Aflem* 
biy*  There;  were  fevcral*  remonftrances  and  petittbhs 
prefented.by  numbers  of  people  to<the'fyhod$  of  Meife 
and  Lothian^  but  not  regarded*  Likewife  they  gave  in 
'  a  piapery  figned  and  adhered  lo  by  great  numbers,  to 
AireiBbiy.;i73i,  cDmpki&ing  of  violent  -feitlements $ 
hut.  got  no  hearing*  All  which  proceedings  did  awaken 
many  boneft^and  zealous  minifters  to  correfpond  and 
meetibr  drawing  up  a  reprefentation  and. petition  to 
the;  Aflkmbiy  1732,  cbnceming  the  intrufion^  and  othef 
.grieHranccs ;.  which  was  accordingly  drawn  up,  rfigned, 
and«  adhered  toby4it  minifters  and  three  elder sr^v here- 
in they  exprtffed  not  only  their  own  ftnfe  of  thefeevtlsp 
but  alfo  the  fcnfc  of  many  others  through  x\it  churchy 
who  had  not  acoeis  to  fign  the  faid  paper*  And  feeing 
we  think  ourfelves  called  to  adhere  to  the'  honeft  teiti* 
niQtij,gvitiy  therein  againft  many  of  the  etiUof  the  pre- 
sent time,  we  (ball,  as  an  cYidenee  of  our  approbation 
and  adherence,  briefly  'infert  the  contents  of  it  in  this 
our  teftimony* 

In  their  petition. offei^d  to  the  A^embly  1732,  they 
humbly  move  that  the  Afiembly  Ihouid  addrefs  the  king 
and  Parliament  concerning,  feveral  grierances  of  this 
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chute!),  wh^ch  they  only  can  Tdikefs^  foch  as  theim* 
pofiDg  of  th«  factamcntal  teft»  and  conformity  to  tbe 
Engllfh  liturgy  and  ccr^noonie«,  upon  the  members  ef 
this  church,  when  fetving  the  king  in  Engiand  and 
Ireiand  :  The  toleration  eftabliflied  in  Scotland,  vhere* 
by  efror,  fuperftition  and  profanetiefs  ate  gready  en* 
^UTBged,  and  church  diicipiine  tx^kened  :  The  eftakk 
HAiing  of  patrotni^es,  fubvrrfive  of  ^e  right  x^  coisgie- 
gations  to  chuie  their  own  pailqts  :  The  not  receiving 
addrefles  from  this  church  to  theHoufe  of  Peers,  be* 
caufe  not  direfied  to  the  Lords  Spiritual :  The  ifttro* 
docing  JErom  Expand  into  fome  courts  in  Scotland  a 
form  of  fwtarbg,  by  laying  the  hands  upon  and  kiffing 
the  go%el8.  Alfo-  diity  reprefent,  fliat,  notwithftandiag 
it  is  the  undeniable  right  of  Chriftian  eongregatlons  to 
have  the  free  choice  of  their  own  paftors,  and  their  call 
and  confent  is  neceflary  to  foond  the  paftcHral  wlation 
tovi^ixt  mmifters  and  them,  according  to  the  wovd  of 
God,  our  book  of  difciplii&e,  ^8  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  and  the  concurring  fuffrages  and  unanfurerabk 
arguments  of  the  moft  eminent  divines  both  at  home 
and  abroad  ^  yet  many  minifters  have  been  impofed  and 
^6rced  upon  Chriitian  CongregationSr  ^hen  diff^ntiDg 
^nd  reclaiming,  andi  that  efpex^fty^yy  ftutenoes  of  the 
scmmiiSon  foff  -fevvral  y^ars  ^feift  ;  «nd  not  oiily  "srh^rfc 
iprefentations  were  inHfted  upt^,  hitt  alfo  w4iere  theit 
^as  none,  but  tte  nghtxfallan  into  the  prc^ftyytetya 
hands.  And  th^  icommiffion:  have  ^ippoimed  commil- 
^tcts  to  try  and  i^rdain  minifteiig  for  i^aoant  cof^rega- 
fionf,  not  only  without  the  conctttteiice  of  prefbyteries 
and  fyhods  cbnceifned,  w}io  have  beft  rights  and  are  fif^ 
teft  to  judge  therem,  but  in  dired  oppofmcni  to  dieir 
minds ;  a^d  ctU^  have  been  received,  not  tnoderatod  ki 
pvelbyteriee,  but  attefted  only  by  pabtic- notaries.  Lik€-  ' 
wife  the  eommifiion  hfive  vepealed'  feveral  femenc€s  of 
.  fynods,  when  tbey  had  but  a  fcrimp  quorum  of  mini- 
fters,  much  itifetior  in  number  to  tficke  who  pad  them : 
and  of  late  years,  efpecially  in  the  years  1729,  1730, 
and  1731,  there  were  many  fupemnmerary  elders 
^pamed'to  be  members  of  commiffione,  beyond  the  pro- 
portion allowed  ^by  ^A$  of  AfiemUy,  many  whereof  * 

rcfide 


refide  at  Edinburgh,  aad  are  brought  in  to  vote  upon 
occafions ;  and  there  is  ground  t'^  qaeftion  if  they  Ise 
qualtiiftd  according  to  a£ts  of  AflTembly*  Wherefore, 
for  remedyiog  and  preventing  fuch  intruHonsy  they 
humbly  move.  That  the  AfifctnWy  ihould  repeal  the 
commiffiou'«  fentencea  appointing  them,  fueh  as  may 
come  regularly  before  thorn ;  and  difcharge  in  'timo 
coming  all  fettlennnts  withcmt  the  c  >nlent  of  elders  and 
Chriftia^n  people  \  and  enad,  that  no  call  or  fubfcrip'* 
tions  for  mtnifters  be  fuftamed  hut  fuch  as  are  attefted 
by  order  of  prefl>yterie8».or  verified  before  them  or  their 
committees;;  and,  if  the  commiflion  OiaHln  time  com-i 
ing  appoint  committeeg  to  try  or  ordain  mtnifters  with*' 
cmtxonfenc  of  the  con}|regation  and  prefbyteries  imme« 
diately  concemfsd,  that  the  faid  committees  thall  be 
difchirged  to  proceed,  until  the  Ailembly  give  their 
judgment^  in  cafe  the  ca-ifes  are  (ided  before  the  Af- 
fcmbly  by  eomplaint  or  protefiation  :  and  that  appeals 
from  fentenoea  of  fynods  be  not  referred  in  time  coming 
to  the  determination  of  the  cofnmiffion,  but  referved 
for  the  Afiembly'a  dedfion  ;  uniefe  it  be  provided  that 
the  fedexant  of  the  commiffion  judgingr  therein :be  fu« 
pernomerary  to  the  fynod  in  minfters  as  well  is  alders  $ 
it  being  dtiagreeable  to  our  principle^^,  that  a  greater 
number  of  minifters  (bould  be  fubjedcd  to  the  autho- 
rity of  a  Icffer  5  and  that  the  commiffion  be  better  re- 
gulated both  as  to  the,  number  and  qualified tions  of 
eiders  therein  than  at  prefent ;  and  that  tiie  Aflemhiy 
enad,  at  appointing  of  their  commiffi  n,  that  if  any  of 
their  a^ngs  (hall  be  found  contrary  to  tae  a^ls,  con- 
ftttutionsy  and  known  principles  of  this  church,  that 
they  ihall  not  oiiiy  he  ccnfuved  for  the  fame,  but  their 
faid  2£ts  (hall  alfo  be  reverfed^  and,  if  any  proteti^tton 
or  complaint  be  entered  againft  their  foitences,  it  fhall 
be  (ufficient  to  fift  all  parties  concerned  before  the  Go* 
neral  Affembly.  ^lAiforthey  plead,  ih^t  the  Aficmbly 
may  repeal  the  7th  a(5l  of  Affcrmbly  1730,  rfifchargi.ig 
the  recording  reatbub  of  diffcn- ,  as  being  p^ft  irregular- 
lyt  withoot.confuiting  prefbytenes,  and  \^nich  muft 
prove  a  very  heavy  grievance  to  many,  if  it  ftaiKl  in 
force. 
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They  complain  likewife,  that  fome  jodicatoriesy  who 
have  teftified  their  juft  difpleafure  againft  minifters  and 
probationers,  for  their  unworthy  and  ofTenfiVe  pr3£ticc 
in  accepting  prefentations  contrary  to  our  known  prin* 
clplesy  have  been  condemned  by  the  commiffion  for  it : 
And  therefore  defire  the  Afiembly  may  give  an  effec- 
tual check  to  fuch  dangerous  pradices^  and  that  none 
be  licenfed  or  ordained  that  favour  this  courfe.  Alfo 
they  complain  of  feveral  innovat4oji8  in  the  method  and 
flrain  of  preaching  introduced  of  late  by  fome  preach- 
ers and  young  minifters,  which  are  very  ofFenGve  to 
many  of  God's  people,  and  an  obftrudion  to  fpiritual 
edification.  And,  though  feme  former  Aflemblies  have 
referred  it  to  their  commifTionft  to  bring  in  an  overture 
thereanent,  nothing  is  yet  done ;  therefore  they  hum- 
bly move  that  the  AfTembly  may  provide  an  antidote 
againft  thefe  ^vils*  They  alfo  dciire  the  AflemUy  to 
emit  a  folemn  warning  againft  Profeilbr  Simfon's  er- 
rors, and  others  which  are  fpread  through  the  land,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  infection  of  them. 

As  to  the  ^£k  of  Aflembly  173a,  concerning  the  me- 
thod of  planting  vacant  churches  (which  was  then  but 
an  overture)  they  (hew  their-  diflike  to  it,  as  it  gives 
much' power  to  Jacobite  and  difaffe&ed  heritors  in  the 
fettling  of  pariihes,  which  is^  not  agreeable  to  the  Scrip* 
tures  and  our  known  principles :  but  (fay  they)  it  can- 
not be  turned  to  a  ftanding  ad,  unlefs  the  generality  of 
prefbyteries  confent  to  it,  which  they  hope  is  not  to  be 
expe^ed  in  this  cafe^ 

Now,' though  the  evils  above  complained  of* were 
manifefl  grievances,  and  the  brethrens  reprefentation 
concerning  them  was  dcawn  up  in  &  humble  and  mo« 
deft  ftrain,  and  (igned  by  42  worthy  minifters,  and  fe- 
verals  of  them  old  reverend  fathers,  and  wai  prefented 
in  a  dutiful  manner  according  to  ^order ;  yet  it  is  to  be 
regreted  that  it  was  not  allowed  fo  much  as  a  hearing 
by  the  AflTembly  \  which  obliged  the  petitioners  to  pro- 
teft,  and  publifti  their  paper  to  the/ world.  Likewife 
fhere  was  a  petition  of  iht  fame  nature  from  many 
hundreds  of  elders  and  Chriftian  people  given  in  to  that 
Aflembly,  which  had  the  fame  fate*   TMs  ftrange  con* 
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da£t  of  that  and  precedinjpr  AiTemblies  towards  many 
godly  minifters  and  people,  did  exceedingly  (lumble 
many,  leflen  the  regard  which  was  wont  to  be  paid  to 
General  AfTemblies,  and  pave  the  way  to  the  fchifm 
which  foon  followed  upon  it.  Tet  the  AIT.  173a  did 
not  ftop  here,  but  proceeded  to  turn  the  overture  anent 
planting  of  churches  into  a  (landing  ad,  though  evi- 
dently difagreeabie  to  the  mind  of  prefbyteriesi  and  the 
general  opinion  of  the  church:  which  increafed  the 
ferment  through  the  land  to  a  higher  pitch  than  ever. 
Alas !  this  was  not  like  the  con(Ju£l  of  our  old  fufFer<*< 
ing  fathers,  who  dreaded  a  fchifm  in  the^  church  like 
fire»  and  were  careful  to  prevent  and  cruCh  it  at  the 
firft  appearance.  But  when  God  hath  a  controverfjr 
with  a  church  or  people,  and  defigns  to  bring  a  ftroke 
Vpon  them,  he  ordinarily  leaves  their  leaders  to  infatu- 
ate meafures,  fo  as  they  have  neither  ikill  npr  will  to 
take  any  wife  ftep  to  ward  off  the  blow* 

Tli^jid^of  the  Aff.  1732  did  greatly  inflame  this 
poor  church  for  two  three  years :  but  feeing  at  that 
time  tmanfwerable  arguments  were  brought  againft'  it 
in  feveral  pamphlets  and  fermons  then  publiQied,  to 
which  we  adhere,  and  feeing  likewife  it  was  repealed 
by  a  fubfequent  Aflembly,  as  contrary  to  the  mind  and 
rules  of  this  church,  and  prejudicial  to  it ;  we  (hall  not 
here  infifl:  much  upon  the  evil  of  it.  Only  in  regard 
there  are  many  difi'atisfied  with  the  repealing  of  it,  and 
alledge  it  was  the  fame  with  the  ad  of  Parliament 
16910,  for  which  the  church  had  great  regard  for  many 
years,  we  (hall  (hew  the  manifeft  difference  that  is  be- 
twixt them,  both  in  the  words,  and  the  fenfe  which 
was  put  upon  them.  The  aft  1690  runs  thus*;  *'  That 
in  cafe  of  the  vacancy  of  any  particular  church,  andfor 
fupplying  the  fame  with  a  minifter,  the  heritors  of  the 
faid  parifli  (being  Proteftants)  and  the  elders,  are  to 
name  and  propofe  the  perfon  to  the  whole  congrega- 
tion, to  be  either  approven  or  difapproven  by  diem; 
and,  if  they  difapprove,  that  the  difapprovers  give  their 
rcafon,  to  the  e(Fe£l  the  affair  maybe  cognofced  upon 
by  the  Prcfbytery  of  the  bounds,  at  whofe  judg- 
ment|  and  by  whofe  determination,  the  calling  and  en- 
try 
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try  of  %  purttcular  mtnifter  is  to  he  orckred  and  con*^ 
eluded."   The  aft  171^2  being  notovuTf  we  (hall  not  le* 
fume  the  words^butobfervethcdifferenccitithcfe  thiftga  J 
I.    The  ad   t6^  is  by  a  civil  court»  the  aft  1732  by 
an  ecclefiaftical ;  and  though  it  might  be  expefted  thai 
the  latter  would  in  their  afts  keep  clofer  by  the  mteof 
the  word  than  the  former,  yet  the  aft  1732  is  more 
diftant  from  that  rule  than  the  aft  i^pQs  in  regard  the 
aft  17^2  tends  more  to  fpoil  <2ongregationft  of  theif 
rights,  and  countenance  intrufions  upon  them»  than  the 
aft  169Q  doth*    2.  By  the  aft  1690,  the  heiitors  and 
ciders  are  only  empowered  to  name  and  propofe  a  per* 
ion  to  the  whole  congregation  \  but,  by  the  aft  1732, 
they  are  impowered  to  eleft  and  call  one  to  be  miniftcr 
of  die  pari(h«    3    According  to  aft  i^pj  the  eleftion 
was  not  to  be  held  as  finiihed  until  the  man"^  was  pro* 
poied  to  the  congregation,  and  their  approbation  h^d  \ 
and,  if  they  di&pproTcd,  the  afiair  was  to  (lop  as  un- 
iinifhed  until  the  preftiytery  give  their  judgement  whe- 
ther to  proceed  further  in  it  or  not ;  but  the  aft  1732 
holds  the  eleftion  asfinifhed  by  the  votes  of  the  heritors 
and  elders,  and  the  man  to  be  legally  elefted  and  called 
to  be  minifter  of  the  parilh,  before  the  confent  of  the 
people  be  aflced.    4.   By  the  aft  169Q,  and  another  . 
foon  paTt  after,  to  explain  it,  all  unqualified  or  dif« 
affeftcd  heritors  were  excluded  from  voting  *,  but,  by 
aft  1752,  all  heritors  whatfomever»  whether  heaters 
or  net,,  were  allowed  to  vote,  if  they  were  hot  pp^fefled 
Papifts :  fo  that,  in  many  pariflses  where  the  difaffcft  d 
heritors  were  fupernumerary  to  the  other,  they  had 
power  to  thruft  in  a  minifter  upon  a  well  affb£ked  con- 
gregation.    5.  For  what  appears  frdm   the  woxAs  of 
the  a£t  i6qo,  die  heritors  and  ciders  might  haive  <i£ked 
as  diftinft  bodies  in  die  nomination,  and  the  one  might 
have  had  a  negative  upon  the  other  therein,  and  fo  the 
heritors  nomination  would,  not  be  valid  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  body  of  elders  ^  for  by  the  aft  the 
map  was  to  be  named  by  the  elders  as  v.  ell  as  by  the 
heritors !  but,  by  2£t  1732,  it  was  exprefily  proviiied  that 
the  heritcrs  and  ciocrb  (houid  eie&  m  a  conjunft  body } 
fo  that,  confidering  the  fupextor  number  and  influence 
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of  heritiMrs  in  nrioft  placcfi,  mitiiAers  ivtight  be  cbofen 
where  the  eiderfliip  and  whole  body  of  the  congreguioti 
teelAimed,  as  fu^quent!y  ha«  happened,  6*  The  aft  1690 
and  the  a£t  1 732  diff^ted  prodifpoufly  as  to  the  fenfe  and 
meaning:  put  up^nthe  words  thereo;f  The  executioti 
of  the  z(k  1690  being  intrufted  to  prelbyterles,  the  fenfe 
they  tlien  put  upon  the  approbation  of  the  congregation, 
and  the  Reafons  of  the  difapprovcrs,  was  far  from  the 
kte  fenfe  put  upon  them  :  by  their  approbation  th^ 
chtirch  ijien  underftood  their  judgment  concernifig  the 
candid^e'e  etfts  of  preaching  and  prayer,  that  they  jud- 
ged them  ^{uitable  to  their  capacities,  and  adapted  to  , 
dieir  edification  (  and  if  the  body  of  the  congregation 
cHiapptoYed  the  n^an  nominate^  and  gave  for  their  rea* 
fefi6|  that  his  gift«  were  not  edifying  to  them,  nor  fiait* 
ed  to  their  capacities,  and  that  rhey  could  not  in  con« 
fetence  confefit  to  his  being  their  minifter:  fuch  reafons, 
gtiren  by  a  knowing  well  difpofed  people,  were  then 
judged  fufficient  to  ftop  the  affair,  lay  afide  competing 
i^andicjates,  and  to  proceed  to  a  new  election,  But,  by 
die  fenfe  put  «pOn  the  a(^  17^2,  no  reafons  or  objec* 
tions  coiled  be  received  but  againft  the  man's  life  or 
doArifie  j  and^  if  the  people  <lid  not  prove  error  Or  iin« 
nicit^iUty  againil.  him  by  Mritnefles,  they  mnft  receive 
him  as  their  paftor  :  fo  that  by  this  fenie  the  people 
had  n6  naorc  intcvcft  or  conctcrn  in  the  fettlement  of 
their  paftoi^i  than  thefe  of  any  other  congregation ; 
whic^  ta  nioft  abfufd,  and  different  from  the  fenfe  of 
the  aCt  1690. 

Our  noble  patriots  at  the  Revolation,  being  (enfible  of 
thevtelent  intrufTions  which  badbeeti  made  upon  pa^ 
riflies  under  Preiacy  and  Patronage,  they<Kd  in  the  year 
i-^po  reftore  Preibyterian  government,  aboU(h  patron- 
ages, and  put  the  people's  rights  under  the  ^uardianihip 
of  preftytenes,  who  then  took  fpectat  cure  of  them,  ac* 
eofding  to  Our  known  principles  ^  fo  that  their  fettie- 
^nentS'ga^e  general  (atisfaftion.  Our  judicatories  then 
tiiidetftoodike  a£t  ^690-3$  defigned  to  deliver  pari^es 
from  the  tntm(iot)s  itode  upon  them  under  patronages^ 
^nd  to  reftore  them  to  their  primitive  liberty,  accordir^ 
-to  «be  werd  of  God*    This  is  evident  from  the  Aflem- 

bly 


try  of  a  partictilar  minifter  is  to  ^^    h  j 

eluded."   The  z£k  17^2  being  not<j|^    |  ^^ 

funic  the  words^but  obfervc  the  difl^  p^     ^  *^ 

J.    Theaa   11690  is  by  a  civil  €<  I- ^|;'    S  «^ 

an  ccclefiaftical;  and  though  i4|P    ^  ^^J 

the  latter  would  in  their  aOf  ^  |  >  ^  .^  f^^ 

the  word  than  the  fofracy.l/r^  ;  ^^^^ 

diftant  from  that  rule  tb?;f>|  /-  :   ^  f&  »«^  * 

aa  1752  tends  more  rt^^:.  '  -J^  jl^»  ^ 

ri^btsrand  cottiitenaQf ^ ^U'  '^ alfo from tb^ 

aa  1690  dolb.    2,  y 'v/  4^  i  ^  .  of  by  the  churcbs 

elders  are  only  tm^/  ;  -  ^  .rtures,  and  runa  thus  i 

fontothewhdc  v;»"  of  the  parifti  of 

they  are  impoW  V  ^^^  ^^  confent  of  the  pari(h<* 

if  the  parifli,  //'  &c.  No  call  could  then  be  re- 

was  not  to  b 7  daufe,  **  qf  the  coufent  of  the  pa<* 
poled  to  tlv^  aoi^bt  the  words  of  the^aa  1^90  might 
and,  if  th  ^erted  to  the  peoples  hurt  in  fome  hands : 
finiChed  -^^ch  being  allowed  to  explain  and  execute 
ther  tr  agreeably  to  their  own  principles}  as.  they,  then 
ho\Af  ^^  people  continued  eafy  under  itt  as  finding  their 
anc'  ds  ^^^^*  ^^^^^  confent  always  rieceflary,  and.no  intru* 
If  ^  0)ade  upon  them*  This  confent  of  the  people,  iu 
*   UeincntSi  had  been  judged  nece/Tary  by  this  d\urcb 

^1  periods  fince  the  reformation*. 
Ohjea.  Thofc  who  favour  intruflops,  objeaf  "  That 

\^  aa  of  Aflenibly  1649^  fettlements  might. fometimei 
be  made  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  the  majopty  of 
the  people,  if  their  difltnt  arofe  from  caufelefs.  DreJ4* 
dices  \  and  confequently  that  minifters  might  b^  fettled 
againll  the  mind  of  congregations,  in  cafe  they  had  no- 
thing to  objeaagainil  their  life  and  dQarine*" 

Anf,  We  mult  certainly  underftand  and  explain  the 
aa  1649,  by  the  known  principles  and  praaice  of  the 
church  at  that  time,  and  by  the  ad  book  of  Difcipline, 
which  the  AflTembly  1649,  '^^^  ^^  whole  church,,  had 
feveral  times  fworn  to  in  the  national  covenant.  In 
that  2d  book,  our  church  doth  three  or  four  time$  de- 
clare for  tlie  confent  of  the.  congregation  as  neceflkiy 
in  fettling  of  minifters,  as  alfo  againft  intruding  any 
man  upon  them  contrary  to  their  will ;  and  dQtb  affirm 

that 


'^  T  of  fettlemeht  is  accordingf  to  the  word 

^i^^  \t  practice  of  ^the  apoftolical  and  primi« 

^    ^^  "hat  famous  Affembly  1638,  which  a- 

^it      ^^L  d  reftorcd  Prefbytcry,  did  explain 

^^^      ^  "^s  binding  ua  to  maintain  the  ad 

^  <^  *^mbcr  8th.      Likewise  the  Af- 

^^^^   ^  ^  '  after,  exprcfsly  renew  thcit 

,  "^r^-  '^  ^  rights,  by  their  aft  Decern* 

"♦v/^'-w    \  ac  no  perfon  be  intruded  in  any 

^   ¥\  '^  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  congrega- 

>  ^  .Aiey  are  appointed.'*     And  that  the  Pref- 

^  *  that  period  were  qf  the  fame  mind,  appears 

.c  8th  ack  of  Parliament  1640,  by  which  they 
^red  to  prefbyteries  the  patronages  of  thofe  parifhes 
wKTtch  the  biOiops  had  pofiefied,  but  with  this  falyo  oi 
th^  tntereft  of  the  pariflies,  *<  That  they  be  fettled  upon 
tfe^eliitt  and  calling  of  the  congregations^"  according,  to 
the  a&s  and  pra£iice  of  this  churcL     And  from  the 
Aflf^mbly  1642  their  a£l,  Augufl:  3d,  for  making  liftd 
of  probationers  for  patrons  to  chufe  upon ;   they  ap« 
pointed,  that  "  Prefbyteries,  with  the  confent  of  the 
moil  or  beft  part  of  the  congregation  concerned^  (hall 
make  up  the  lift  of  fix  willing  to  accept.*'     And  by  the 
directory  for  the  ordination  of  minifters,  agreed  upon 
by  the  Affembly  at  Weftminftcr,  and  approven  by  the 
'    General  Affembly  1645,  the  candidate  is  appointed  to 
*        preach  three  fereral  days,  and  to  converfe  with  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  is  to  ferve,  for  the  end  that  they 
may  have  trial  of  his  gifts  for  their  edification ;  and 
afterwards  they  were  to  fignify  their  confent  to  the 
Preibytery  as  they  found  caufe.     From  which  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  church  judicatories  then  allowed  the  people 
to  judge  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  candidate's  gifts  for 
their  edification,  and  held  their  confent  neceffary  to  his 
ordination.      And  that  the  Affembly  1649  were  of  the 
faine  mind,  is  plain  from  their  fwearing  to  the  ad  book 
of  iDifcipline,  which  declares  fo  ftrongly  for  the  con* 
fent  of  congregations  in  fettlements,  which  furely  they 
would  be  careful  not  to  contradift  by  their  afl:.      They 
indeed  lodged  the  ele£kion  in  the  hands  of  the  fei&on ; 
Vox.,  IV.  3  H  but 


434  -^  ^^^  ^^^  Impattial  teftimonyii 

but  at  the  fame  time  appointed  tbem  to  ufe  all  poifiU^ 
tendemefs  for  obtaining  harmony  in.  the  congregation^ 
and  to  proceed  to  a  new  eledion,  in  cafe  the  major  part 
of  the  congregation  diflented  from  [their  chbide>  !if  their 
diflent  was  not  grounded  on  caufelefs  prejudices.    Now 
thefe  eldersy  who  were  the  ekdors,  being  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people,  and  the  moft  eminent  in  the  parilh 
for  piety  and  knowledge*   would  doubtlefs  previoufl^ 
confult  the  inclinations  of  the  better  fert,  pa^tieularl/ 
the  communicants,  who  are  properly  the  members  of- 
the  congregation;    arid,  if  they  found  that  the  molt 
knowing  and  religious  part  of  the  congregation  was  for 
the  fettlement,  they  might  reckon  that  the  caufelefspre* 
judices  of  others,  not  complete  members  of  the  congre* 
gation,  were  to  be  lefs  regarded;     We  are  firmly  per- 
luaded  the  church'  in  that  period  were  far  from  reckon- 
ing it  a  caufelefs  prejudice  againft  a  man,  if  the  moft 
Teligiou$  or  knowing  part  of  a  congregation  declared 
their  diflent  from  the  feffion's  choice,   becaufe   they 
found  the  preacher^s  gifts  unfuitable  for  their  edifica^ 
tion  ;  no,  in  that  cafe,  the  feflion  would  have  been  ap<ii 
pointed  to  make  a  new  eleflion.      The  people   then 
were  not  confined  to  obje£tions  only  againft  the  life 
and  doflrine  of  the  candidate,  but  allowed  to  difleat 
from  and  objedl  againft  the  eledion  itfelf,  and  >give 
what  reafons  or  grounds  for  it  they  thought  proper ; 
and,  if  the  feflion  could  not  fatisfy  them  after  all  pains 
taken,  they  proceeded  to  a  new  ele&ion.      All  this 
appears  from  a  known  pamphlet,  printed  anno  1733^ 
intituled,  '•  Account  of  the  method  of  eledling  a  mintfter 
to  the  parifli  of  Strathmiglo,  in  two  infl:ances  in  the 
years  1654  and  1655,  in  a  letter  to  the  minifter  there/* 
If  it  be  afl&d.  What  is  then  to  be  meant  by  caufdeis 
prejudices  mentioned  in  the   z6t  1646?    Anf.    Any 
groundlefs  or  trifling  obje£tion  againft  a  man,  becaufe 
.of  his  mean  extraf):,  low  ftature,  bodily  infirmity  or 
blemifli ;  or  becaufe  of  fome  groundtefs  report,  or  the 
ftri£hiefs  of  his  walk,  zeal  for  his  principles,  or  the  like : 
in  which  groundlefs  prejudice  the  Aflcmbly  might  judgie 
that  ignorant^and  unreafonable  people^  were  not  to  be 
too  much  indulged  ^  though  at  the  fame  time  they,  en- 
join 
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/fom  all  poffible  tendernefs  in  dealing  witb  pariQies  to 
bring  ehem  to  harmony,  even  then  when  a  IcAIt  part 
of  the  congrej^ation  diflent  from  the  election  without 
relevant  objeaions* 

But,  la^iy^  Seeing  this  objeftion  from  a£t  1649,  is 
commonly  brought  to  countenance  the  intruding  of  men 
who  force  themfelves  ,  in  upon  reclaiming  parillies^  hj 
accepting  and  holding  faft  by  prefentations ;  we  take 
this  occafion  freely  taown,  that  a  congregation's  offence ' 
Bgainft  a  man  for  evident  tokens  of  *^  earthly  minded* 
nefsy  greedy  of  filthy  lucre,  and  unconcerned nefs  for 
tlie  ifuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  is  not  a  caufelefs  prejudice  ;** 
as  for  inftance,  when  there  is  a  gofpel-door  open  for 
preachers  to  get  accefs  to  pariflies^  for  a  man  to  defpife 
that  door,  and  chufe  rather  to  enter  by  the  door  of  a 
prefentation  and  violence,  and  theteby  endeavour  to 
thruft  himfelf  in  upon  a  congregation  againft  their  wil)^ 
fecure  a  title  to  their  ftipend  foas  no  man  elfe  can  have 
it,  keep  fait  his  hold  againft  all  perfuafions  and  entrea- 
ties, keep  the  people  long  without  gofpel  ordinances^ 
bind  the  heavy  yoke  of  patronage  upon- their  neck,  ai)d 
hinder  them  from  getting  a  minifter  whotn  they  I0V9 
and  defire ;  now,  when  a  man  ads  fo  diredly  againft 
the  intereft  of  the  gofpel,  the  advantage  of- precious 
fouls,  and  his  own  profefTed  principles  and  engage- 
ments ;  and  when  a  congregation  dif&nts  from  his  £^t* 
tlement  upon  thefe  grounds ;  we  cannot  fay  their  diflent 
isgrounded  upon  caufelefs  prejudices;  nay»  they  ate  fo 
Vfcli  grounded,  that  the  day  hath  been,  when  church* 
judicatories  would  have  ftopt  their  mouths  who  would 
be  guilty  of  fuch  things. 

Obje&*  "  Though  it  be  wrong  for  preachers  to  take 
fuch  methods,  yet  judicatories  are  under  neceflity  by 
the  law  to  fettle  t!hem»  or  keep  pariihes  vacant."  A/tJ^ 
I*  Seeing  intrufions  into  churches  are  contrary  to  fcrip* 
ture,  reafon,  and  ^our  profefft^d  principles,  no  laws  or 
commands  of  men  can  oblige  us  to  be  accefTorj  to  them  c 
for,  feeing  Chrift  commands  us  to  do  all  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  his  flock,  we  muft  never  ad  for  its  deftruftion, 
a&  intruGons  nyanifeftly  are«  Whenever  human,  laws^ 
3  Ha  4Pv 
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6a  clafli  with  the  Divine,  it  H  kidtfpaubly  <<  bettor  t« 
obey  God  than  man." 

2.  There  is  no  law  yet  in  being,  that  obligeth  us  to 
intrude  men  into  churches :  for  though  there  be  an  a& 
pafl:  in  171^  for  reftoring  patronages,  yet  it  doth  ex- 
prefsly  referve  to  thePre{bytery  and  church  judicatoriea 
the  power  of  judging  of  the  Prefentee's  qualificattont 
and  fitnefs  for  the  charge  to  which  he  is  prefented« 
Kow,  the  power  of  judging  of  a  man's  qualifications 
mufrnot  be  reftriAed  to  thefe  which  render  him  fit  for 
the  miniftry  in  general,  but.  muft  be  iextended  to  quali^* 
fications  neceflary  to  make  him  fit  for  being  minifter  of 
the  parifli  to  which  he  is  prefented;  becaufe  aman  niay 
be  fit  and  qualified  for  one  charge,  that  is  not  fo  for 
another*  Npw^  if  a  Preibytery  do  find  that  a  prefentee 
is  incapable  of  anfwering  the  defign  of  a  gofpel*minifter 
tp  a  pan(h»  and  is  in  no  condition  to  inftru£l  or  edify 
their  fous,  by  reafon  of  his  offending  them,  or  their  in- 
curable averfion  to  hear  him,  or  fubmit  to  his  mii^ftry  \ 
they  may  fafely  juc^e  that  fuch  a  man  is  not  qualified 
nor  fit  to  be  fettled  in  that  parifb,  ^d  therefore  may 
iet  him  afide.  And  if,  in  cafe  of  an  appeal,  the  Afiem* 
bly  affirm  the  Preibytery's  fentence,  the  law  is  moft 
exprefs  and  clear,  that  the  caufe  mufl  take  end  as  the 
Affembly  doth  decern,  according  to  aft  7.  Pari.  156^, 
which  zOl  n  confirmed  by  ad  i.  Pari.  1581;  and  this 
a^  is  again  ratified  by  a3  i.  Pari.  1592,  which  a&  is 
ratified  by  ad:  5.  Pari.  1690,  and  (lands  (till  in  force^ 
being  not  only  ratified  by  the  Union,  but  alfo  confirm* 
'  cd  by  queen  Anne's  law  in  1712,  for  eitablifliing  patron* 
ages.  And  as  the  General  Affismbliesof  this  church 
liave  be^n  always  before  1712  in  poflTeflion  of  the  fore- 
faid  power,  fo  welifecured  to  them  by  law;  fo  alfo, 
£nce  that  time,  their  fentences  concerning  all  prefisnta-» 
tion8  have  been  fubmiitted  to  and  held  as  final.  From 
which  it  is  evident,  that  judicatories  are  under  no  forco 
by  law  to  make  intrufions  or  •violent  fettlemettts.  Why 
then  (hould  church*  men,  who  ought  to  be  guardian^'of 
the  church's  liberties,  go  about  to  deftroy  them  by  vio» 
lent  proceedings?  Is  it  not  foon  enough  for  church 

courta 
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courtB  to  take  fiich  deftru£ltTe  courfes,  nrhen  the  Par« 
liament  makes  new  laws  obliging  them  to  it  ? 

Bat,  to  return  to  the  ftatfe  of  the  church  anno  1732  : 
this  was  a  rerf  critical  time  to  her,  and  moft  afflidking 
to  many  of  her  Ijeft  friemlsi  by  reafon  of  the  ftrctching 
of  church  authority ;  the  intruHons  made  upon  pariflies; 
the  difregardinjir  of  remondrances  and  petitions  of  a 
godiy  remnant  both  of  minifters  and  people  ;  the  paf- 
.fingthata£l  1732^  which  encouraged  heritors  not  of 
our  communion  to  impofe  miniftevs  upon  many  pari- 
flies ;  and  the  refufing  to  record  minifters  diffents  with 
their  reafons  againft  fuch  deeds.  Thefe  proceedings 
were  grieving  to  the  hearts  of  boneft  minifters^  and 
proroked  many  to  go  to  pulpits  and  teftify  againft  them, 
particularly  at  the  opening  of  fynods,  and  other  occa- 
^ns;  and  fevcrals  of  them  printed  their  fermons,  as  a 
tcftimony  againft  thefe  prevailing  evils-  Though  this 
was  very^offenfive  to  mati^y  of  our  leaders,  and  to  the 
court  chaplains  (whofe  number  was  then  increiifed)  yet 
none  was  fo  much  noticed  as  the  reverend  Mr  Ebene« 
ttr  Erfkinc  minifter  of  Stirling,  whofe  turn  was  to 
preach  at  the  opening  of  the  fynod  at  Perth  in  October 
1732.  The  fynod  judged  him  cenfurable,  and  appoint- 
ed him  to  be  rebuked  for  his  fermon,  becaufe  in  it  he 
had  impugned  the  a£ts  and  proceedings  of  the  Afiem.* 
bly,  andhad  ufed  feme  ftrong  eYpreffions  againft  the 
judicatories  and  minifters  of  this  church,  which  they 
reckoned  indecent.  Upon  which  Mr  Erlkine  appealed 
to  the  Affcmbly  1733,  who  affirmed  the  fynod's  fen- 
tence,  and  rebuked  him  at  their  ban  Whereupon  Mr 
Erikine,  with"  three  other  minifters,  gave  in  a  paper 
proteftiog  againft  the  AfTembly's  fentence,  vln,  Mr 
Wilfon  at  Perth,  Mr  Moncrieff  at  Abernethy,  and  Mr 
Fiihcr  at  Kinclaven^  and  they  all  proteflfed  for  liberty 
to- teftify  againft  the  ad  of  Afiembly  1732,  or  the  like 
dcfeSions.  This  proteftation  the  AflTembly  1733  could 
not  bear  with* 

'  As  it  was  very  unwife  in  the  fynod  to  proceed  a- 
gainfl:  Mr  Erikine  for  his-  fermon  m  fuch  a  judicial 
manner,  fo  it  was  in  the  Afiembly  to  refent  the  protes- 
tation as  they  did.    In  former  times  fuch  proteftations 

were 
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were  not  reckoned  fo  criminal  a«  row  Mr  Ant^re^i^ 
Hi^nter  miniftcr  proteftcd  agraind  the  Aflcmhly  at  E« 
dinbufgh  i^%6i{oxxt\tdXmg  Mr  Patrick  Adamfonfrom 
the  fentence  of  excommunication  without  n^^ns  of  re^ 
pentance ;  and  Mr  AmSf  ew  Melvil!  and  Mr  Thomas 
Buchanan  adhered  to  his  proteft,  Mr  John  Davidfon 
minifter  at  Preftonpans  proteftcd  againft  the  Aflcmbly 
at  Dundee  15989  for  allowing  minifters  to  vote  in  Par* 
liament  in  name  of  the  kirk,  where  the  king  was  pre- 
fent.  Mr  James  Melvill  protefted  againft  the  Affem- 
My  their  meeting  at  Holyrobd-houfe  1602,  where  the 
king  was  prefent.  Mr  Dayid  Calderwood  pmtefted  a* 
gainft  Aifembiy  1649,  for  enabling  the  diredory  for  e* 
lc£^ion  of  minifters*    Yet  none  of  all  thefe  were  ccn-  ! 

fured  for  their  prpteftations  :  neither  do  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  cenfure  thefe  who  proteft  againft  their  proceed* 
ings.  Likewife  the  Twelve  brethren,  who  were  re* 
buked  by  Aflembly  1722  for  impug^nng  the  a^  of  Af* 
fcmbly  1720  againft  the  Marrow^  .offered  their  protef* 
tation  againft  the  cenfare  ;  as  did  Mr  Gabriel  Wilfon 
againft  the  admonition  qF  AiTembly  1723  :  yet  none  of  \ 

thefe  were  cenfured  for  their  proteftatiohs.  And  doubt- 
lefs  it  had  been  greatly  for  the  interisft  and  peace  of  the 
church,  that  Aflembly  1733  had  followed  the  example 
of  their  wife  predeceflbrs.     But  now  their  authority  ^ 

muft  be  .  fcrewed  up  higher  than  at  former  times :  i 

wherefore  the  Aflembly,  without  hearing  the  four  pro*  j 

tefting  minifters  any  further  before  them,  did  fum- 
marily  proceed  to  appoint  their  commifllion  in  Auguft  \ 

thereafter  to  fufpend  them,  if  they  did  not  retra£fc  their 
proteRation,  and  (how  their  forrow  for  the  fame  \  and  to 
proceed  to  a  higher  cenfure,  if  they  difobeyed  the  faid 
fentence. 

Accordingly  the  commifiion  in  Auguft  did  fufpend 
all  the  four  brethren  for  adhering  to  their  forefatd  pro- 
teftation.  1  And,  upon  their  a£ting  contrary  to  the 
fufpenfion,  the  commiflion  in  November  determined 
to  proceed  prefently  to  a  higher  cenfure  againft  them, 
and  would  not  delay  it  until  March,  though  the  Af* 
fembly's  a£k  allowed  it.  This  deciiion  was  canpicd 
only  by  Mr  Goudie  the  moderator  bis  cafting  vote« 

And 
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AtiA  it  Is  to  be  obferved,  the  cwpfniflipn  went  on  in 
this  forwatd  and  h^fty  procedtire  againft  the  four 
brethren)  notwithftanding  of  the  earned  applications 
and  interceffins  of  many  fynodSi  preibyteries,  kirlc-fef- 
fiofis,  magiftrates  and  others  through  Scotland  in  their 
behalf,  pleading  that  the  commiflion  might  delay  them, 
fparc  them,  or  deal  tenderly  with  them.  The  fentence 
which  the  commiffion  came  to  againft  the  four  protelt- 
ing  minifters  was,  to  '^  loofe  their  relation  from  their 
refpe^ive  parifhes,  and  declare  them  no  longer  mini- 
fters  of  this  church  to  employ  them."  And  they  de* 
clared  their  charges  racant  from  the  date  of  this 
fentence* 

As  the  judicatories  at  diis  time  feemed,  to  aft  with 
much  heat  and  feverity,  in  order  to  fupport  or  fcrew 
up  their  authority ;  fo  we  mud  own  that  the  four 
brethren  feemed  to  (hew  no  little  homour  and  ftifFnefs 
in  oppofing  their  authority,  and  defplfing  their  fen- 
tences :  for  they  would  give  no  ear  to  thenr  friends, 
who  dealt  with  them  to  (hew  fome  fubjcftion  to  the 
judicatories,  as  to  their  fathers  and  fuperiors*,  and 
though  they  were  jufl:  now  abufing  their  church  power, 
and  unwarrantably  provking  their  children,  yet  fome 
regard  is  to  be  (hewn  to  their  authority,  even  when.fo 
doing,  as  we  to  our  natural  parents,  though  correfting 
us  in  an  arbitrary  way ;  according  to  Heb.  xii.  6* 
As  to  Mr.  Erskine,  though  he  was  contending  for  the 
truth,  many  of  his  friends  wi(hed  that  the  had  not  ufed 
fuch  afperity  and  tartneis  of  expreffion  about  the  mini- 
fters  and  judicatories  of  the  church  as  he  did  \   and 

Sany  of  the  leading  men  in  judicatories  faid.  This  Was 
e  only  thing  they  quarrelled  in  his  fermon :  but 
Mr.  Erskine  would  make  no  acknowledgment  or  fub- 
million  of  any  fort,  though  even  Mr.  Wilfon  and 
Mr.  MoncriefF  faid  in  their  reafons  ofdifTent,  that  they 
do  not  ^*  pretend  to  juftify  his  modes  of  expreffion"  in 
that  fermon  -,  and  they  grant  that  in  feveral  cafes  it  is 
xnoft  proper  to  ufe  fott  and  modeft  expreffions  in  main- 
taining of  truth.  We  do  not  fee  that  it  would  have 
been  any  lofs  to  the  truth  the  four  brethren  appeared 
ior,  that  they  had  all.  (Kewed  more  refpe&  to  the  fu- 
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preme  authority  of  the  church  in  theif  conduft  tfiaft 
they  did ;  particularlyi  though  they  had  forbom  to  pro* 
tefty  as  they  did  in  exprefs  word»  againft  the  fentence 
oJF  the  AfTembly  as  Unjqst>  and  againft  any  cenfttre 
they  (hould  infli£^  on  them  as  null  and  Toid  of  it- 
felf  i  and  if«  upon  their  being  fufpended,  any  mini« 
fter  or  probationer  flioald  preach  in  their  parifliesy 
the  fame  (bould  be  held  as  intrufion  upon  their  charges* 
And  as  they  protefted»  fo  they  fubmitted  not  to  the  fen- 
tence for  one  day ;  though  many  worthy  miniders  ha? e  | 
formerly  fubmitted  to  unjuft  fentences  of  this  fort»  to 
fhew  their  regard  to  the  authority  of  lawful  judicatories  | 
of  a  churchi  which  they,  owned  as  a  true  church :  and.  i 
this  is  approren  by  the  moft  orthodox  and  judicious  di- 
vines of  the  Preibyterian  perfuafion.  Again,  the  bre^ 
thren  had  the  more  encouragement  to  have,  fubmitted 
for  a  time,  that  they  had  reafon  to  eipe^  the  next  Af- 
fembiy  would  take  off  the  fentences^  confider  their  com- 
plaintSi  and  do  them  all  manner  of  judice ;  and  tUs 
they  might  have  looked  for»  from  the  interpofition  of 
fo  many  fynods  and  preibyteries  with  the  commiiGoii  in 
their  favours.  And  though  many  of  their  friends  were. 
difobliged  and  offended  at  them»  for  their  contemning 
the  authority  of  the  church,  yet  there  was  a  .great  plur* 
ality  in  the  AiTembly  17^4  for  reftoring  them  to  their 
charges  and  the  communion  of  the  churchy  and  .nei- 
ther that  nor  any  fubfequent  AiTembly  did  ever  approve 
the  commiiTion  who  pad  the  hard  featences  againft 
them. 

"When  the  fentence  of  the  commiiBon  in  November 
1733,  loofing  the  relation,  of  the  four  brethren  from 
their  charges,  was  pad ;  many  protefted  againd  it>  as 
did  the  four  brethren  themfelves,  who  alfo  appealed 
to  the  fird  free,  faithful,  and  reforming  General  AiTem- 
bly of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Had  they  iided  here, 
they  had  done  well !  but  they  went  a  great  deal  further,. 
by  making  a  feceilion  from  the  judicatories  of  thia 
churchy  and  in  a  ihort  time  after  condituttng  themfelvea 
into  a  diltiiiA  judii^atory  for  licenling  preachers,  and 
ordaining  miniders,  wherever  they  ihoujd  find  encou- 
ragement.   At  the  fame  time  th«y  protefted  they  would 
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ftillhold  commttQipn  with  all  who  were  true  Prefby* 
tertans,  and  groaned  under,  and  wrefftled  againtl,  the 
evils  they  had  been  complaining  of.     This  was  then 
their  declared  refolution,  though,  alas  I  they  foon  de« 
parted  from  it.     At  firft  they  feemed  to  be  determined 
to  continue  in  minifterial  communion  with  many  wor* 
thy  minifters  they  had  been  formerly  intimate  with^ 
though  thefe  had  not  freedom  to  fecede  as  they  had 
done,  nor  go  all  their  lengths :  and  Mr  £rfkine»  in  his 
anfwers  to  the  fynod,  ovrned  that  there  wis  "  ftill  t 
bo>dy  of  faithful  minifters  in  the  church  of  Scotland^ 
with  whom  he  did  not  reckon  himfelf  worthy  to  be 
compared.''    Which  body  had  the  truths  contended  for 
at  heart,  together  with  the  peace  of  the  church,  as  well 
.as  the  four  brethren.     And,  feeing  the  cafe  was  fuch^ 
the  brethren  ought  in  juftice  to  have  communicated 
counfels  with  that  faithful  body  of  minifters,  who  were 
willing  to  meet  with  them  at  the  enfuing  Afiembly,  be- 
fore they  had  taken  two  fuch  ftrong  fteps  as  their y^r^ 
Jion  ai)d  cwfiitutkn  :■  which  uticommon  fteps,  they  might 
eaGly  fee,  tended  greatly  to  affefk  that  whole  body,  yea^ 
even  to  divide  aiid  rend  them  afunder,  tpgether  with 
the  people  \(rl^a  (hould  adhere  to  them  re(pe£iively,  in 
cafe  that  faithful  body  (hould  not  have  light  to  go  int6 
all  the-  meafures    of   the  fpur  brethren.     Whatever 
thoughts  the  brethren  might  have  about  the  union  of 
the  church  in  general,  it  might  have  been  expetied  they 
would  have  (hewed  fomething  of  concern  for  the  unioii 
of  that  faithful  body  of  minifters,  fbr  whom  they  .did 
then  profefs  a  great  regard.     Moreover,  fince  they  hadi 
appealed  for  redr^fs  to  the  firft  faithful  General  AiTem'^ 
bly,  they  (hould  have  delayed  any  fuch  extraordinary 
iteps  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Aflembly  then  ap« 
proachingy  and  fo  have  kept  the  matter  entire  until  the 
whole  caie  was  laid  before  them  y  which  the  brethren 
themfelves  (hould  have  been  ready  to  dod   For,  condder^ 
ing  how  fenfibly  touched  the  whole  church  was  with 
their  cafe,  and  wha(  preparations  were  making  for  the 
approachif^g  AiTembl]^  the  brethren  could  not  be  fare 
but  it  might  prove  the  reforming  Aftembly  they  had  ap* 
pealed  unco.     O  whit  dreadful  calaniities  co  tti^^ihurch 
Vol.  IV.    *  3  1  '  mighi 
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i«ight  fcaVc  beieh  pr^vctitct*,  had  tht  fout  bmhWfl  cbiii 
tinucd  praying,  and  dtelibcratiftg  upon  the  forefaid  tw* 
fteps  iinti)  the  mect&i^  of  the  AffeittWy  ill  May  1734 ; 
and  not  have  fo  precipitady  fcceded  firofn  the  natidnal 
thurch>  and  cohftitufed  themfelves  into  Ah  Ariii-pPrjf^ 
ftry^  by  which  tweati^,  alas  !  thty  becaifte  tob  muchiet!*^ 
paged  in  honout  to  pelrfift  in  their  fet>aration,  m^hsteH^t 
ftep8  the  Aifl%n)b1y  Ihould  take  to  redreft  thehr  p*tt^ 
vanc^s:  iind  we  kh<)w  not  If  the*^  was  ah  AffehAly 
fixtct  the  Revoltttioni  hiore  willing  to  do  it  than  A* 
Aflfettibly  i734f  hadtbe  brethren  applied  tothfem  forit> 
as  they  were  urged  by  many  to  do. 

The  whole  chutch  hid  been  fo  ihwch  alarnted  by  th^ 
arbitrary  proceedihgs  of  former  ycarsj  aAd  the  prc?fent 
threatened  cohfufions,  that  there  came  tip  to  the  Aflbm*- 
Wy  1734  from  all  parts,  and  even  the  reradteft,  many 
{)ious  and  experienced  miniilers,  with  (incere  intenttoni 
to  have  matters  fettled  upon  a  better  footing  if  poflible. 
And,  upon  trklj  the  plurality  of  the  Afleihbly  was  found 
to  be  upon  their  fide,  to  the  great  jdy  of  Ae  friends  of 
pe^ce  and  truth.  Now,  it  would  have  exceedingly 
ftrengthehed  thdr  hands  in  their  good  deGgns  to  nedreft 
grievances  and  advai^ce  reformation,  if  the  four  bretfiren 
had  tabled  theij*  complaints  before  them,  and  reprefcn^ 
ted  what  they  would  h^ve  the  Afiembiy  to  do  for  to 
fatisfy  them  :  Wtt  this  they  declined  to  do,  though  thef 
we¥e  all  in  the  town  at  the  time.  But  itotwithftandtng 
of  this  difcouragement  from  the  brethten>  and  the  miglb- 
ty  oppo^tion  Of  preat  tnen^  ruling  elders,  who  had  a 
ftrong  party  in  the  houfc  to  fiipport  them,  the  Afleto* 
b:ly>  in  the  ihort  time  they  had,  did  all  that  Was  in  their 
,  power  ta  fattsfy  the  friends  of  reformation,  and  to  put 
a  ftop  to  violent  fettlemehte  and  the  plrevaiKng  evite  of 
the  tim^  5  and  they  were  xealotifly  ihcHned  to  havfc 
done  much  hibre,  il  their  time  and  the  fituation  of  their 
affairs  could  have  alloiived.  Patticulli^ly,  they  renewed 
and  ilrengthened  the  old  a£is  of  Afiembiy^  which  were 
made  to  be  barriers  and  fences  of  our  conftitutions  a* 
gainft  innovations;  fuch  as  thok  made  by  Aff,  1639^ 
Aff.  1697,  Aff  1700,  and  Aff.  ^705.  And  they  re* 
fcinded  the  7th  a^of  Aff.  1731^,  which  "hindred  mem- 
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bers  to  tcftif^  againft  wron^  deeds  of  judicatories  b^t 
recording  their  reafons  of  diflent  i  becaufe  the  faid  a^ 
was  not  i^ade  acpording  to  the  forefaid  rules  and  ^aiw 
pera^s.  And*  uppn  the  fame  account,  they  repealfd 
th^  gth  a^  of  AST.  i733>  anent  th^  fnethod  of  planting 
vac^t  churcbos  \  and  becaufe  it  gave  too  much  count 
tfnancQ  to  Tioleot  fettlements',.  and  too  much  povi^er  to 
xlifa&fted  heritors,  and  was  unfavourable  to  die  liber'* 
tw  of  the  people-  They  rcverfcd  the  fettlement  of  a 
minifter  made  by  the  con(inii(fio%  ?t  Auchtcrpiuchtyt  ^ 
gainft  the  will  of  the  congregation,  and  of  the  frefyfi- 
tery  of  th^  bounds  (  and  by  that  decifion  they  declared 
'  th^  comtnilTion's  feiitences  reverfible-  Alfo  they  brought 
the  commiflion  under  feveral  new  regulations,  and  difr 
charged  them  to  execute  any  fet^lements  of  churcheSt 
when  the  preibytery  or  (ynod  of  the  bounds  declined 
to  do  it*  They  impowered  their  commiiEon  to  addreiC^ 
i^he  king  and  Parliament  for  rejjnf  from  patronages i 
which  they  did,  though  ia  vain.  Atfo  they  impower<p4 
the  fynod  of  Perth  and  Stirling  to  reilore  the  £qur  pr 
y^£Xed  brethren)*  to  their  charges  and  the  communion  of 
this  church }  which  they  did  very  foon  after  the  Aflem* 
Uy,  without  requiring  anv  aiCknowledgments  frook 
them.  Andf  to  facilitate  their  return,  the  Aflembly: 
;^EricereIy  defigned  9n  ad  for  removing  their  appreben- 
Hons*  that,  by  the  late  (ientences  paft  againft  them,  th?y 
W^re  laid  under  greater  reftraints  than  before  as  to  their 
ininifterisd  freedom  in  tedifyiog  againft  wrong  z&s  and 
deeds  of  the  phujch :  wherefore,  for  the  fatisfadion 
of  the  four  brethren,  and  all  .others,  tlie  AfTembly  $nade 
an  a6l,  declarings  ^  That  due  w^  regular  mit\ifterial 
freedom  is  (^iU  left  entire  to  ail  minifters."  They 
alfo  appoiivtied  a  (Cpmrnitt^fe  to  draw  up  an  overture 
fojr.au  ^Qk  to  give  diredions  as  to  the  righir  preach^ 
ing  of  the  gcfpel,  and  to  reftr<iin  the  legal  preaching 
and  mora:l  harangues  of  many  not  fo  agreeable  thereto. 
This  had  bee^  feveral  timet*  attempted  in  fori^  t|n>e<y 
but  ftill  dropt,  till  now  that  the  Ai&mbly  Iqrmed  an^ 
,  referred  the  overture  to  their  x:omi^ifllon  to  ripen  it. 
They  alfo  referred  it  to  their  commiflini  to  appoint  a 
national  iaft^  wjijiiiph  had  been  lon^  negle^edj  that  all 
2  I  Z  ranks 
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ranks  might  mourn  for  the  prevailing  evils  and  defeo* 
ilons  of  the  church  and  land ;  which  they  did  imme- 
diately after  the  rifing  of  the  Affembly^  This  Aflembly 
1734  was  a  (ingularly  faithful  and  reforming  AfT^mbly, 
who  did  very  much  in  a  (hort  time,  againil  great  oppo- 
fition,  to  re£^ify  what  was  wrong,  and  put  matters  up- 
on a  better  ifooting.  They  g;avc  remarkable  checks  tei 
violent  fettlements,  and  relief  to  feveral  parifhes  op- 
prefled  by  them ;  for  at  this  Ai7embly»  methods  wer^e 
concerted  to  get  fealing  ordinances  to  thofe  perfons  who 
fubmitted  not  to  them,  from  other  miniders  they  chuf- 
id  to  apply  to.  As  this  Aflembly  turned  out  one  mi- 
inifter  violently  fettled,  fo  they  were  ready  to  have  caft 
pu^  others,  if  complaints  had  been  regularly  tabled  be- 
fore them.  Their  time  of  fitting  did  not  allow  them  to 
Confidcr  and  provide  remedies  for  every  thing  amifs, 
and  particularly  for  that  wrong  aft  of  Affcmbly  1733, 
concerning  the  prcfbytery  of  Dunfermline,  and  their 
behaviour  toward  the  minifter  that  was  forcibly  fettled 
dt  Eanrofsy  wherein  the  faid  AiTembly  threaten  high 
cenfures  againft  thofe  who  refufe  to  own  him  as  mini- 
ver of  Kihrofs,  or  who  admit  of  any  of  that  pariih  to 
fealing  ordinances  without  his  confent.  This  was 
|>lainly  opprefTion,  and  a  very  high  drain  of  church- 
authority,  to  fettle  minifters  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
Ivord  and  6f  the  chuifch,  and  then  oblige  prefbyteries 
to  receive  them,  and  people  to  fubmit  to  theni  But 
the  Aflembly  1734  gave  a  feafonable  check  to  fuch  op- 
prt  flive  courfes  j"  and  for  the  people  of  Kinrofs,  it  was 
aftttward  referred  to  the  fynod  of  Fife,  to  do  what  was 
proper  for  their  relief,  virho  thereiipon  allowed  them 
the  benefit  of  church  privileges  wherever  they  fHould 
think  fit  to  afk  them.  And  letters  were  written  to 
pre(byteri^i9  in  other  places,  to  indulge  people  in  fuch 
circumftances  in  the  like  manner.  ^ 

'  Thus  did  the  faithful  body  of  minifters  (of  whom 
Mt  Ebenezer  Erfkine  did  fpeak)  ufe  their  utmoft  (tre- 
xiuous  endeavours  in  the  Affembly  17349  and  in  the 
ineetings  of  thtir  commiflion,  and  in  after  Aflemblies, 
to  get  the  door  opened,  ftutY.bling  blocks  removed,  and 
thr  way  paved  for  the  return  of  their  fooi  brethren  to 
*    '    t    (  communion 
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€omn(^umon  with  them  as  before.  Yea,  they  got  mini- 
ftcrs  fent  up  year  after  year  fo  London,  to  folicit  the 
King  and  Parliament  for  relief  from  patron a^res.  And 
when  honed  miniftcrs  wcte  in  this  manner  travellinjj, 
fweating,  labourinoj  and  ftruggling,  even  above  their 
ftrength,  to  get  things  that  were  wrong  reformed  and 
redifiedj  it  was  extremely  afflifting  to  them,  that  the 
four  brethren,  with  whom  they  had  formerly  taken 
fweet  counfel,  would  by  no  means  return  to  their  afTidf- 
ance^  though  invited  and  prefled  to  it  ^  but,  inftead  of 
.that^  would  be  ftill  difparaging  their  actings,  and  mif- 
conftru^ing  their  moft  fmcere  intentions.  Not^ith- 
(landing  of  this  difcouragement,  they  continued  ilrug- 
gling,  and  doing  all  they  were  able,  to  promote  refor-^ 
mation  in  the  Aflembly  1735  and  Aflcmbly  1736:  ftill 
hoping  the  four  brethren  ^ould  bethink  themfelves, 
and  ceafe  from  their  dividing  courfe.  And  though  that 
honeft  body  of  minifters  could  not  get  all  done  which 
they  de(igned,  yet  they  got  fcveral  good  things  carried ; 
fuch  as  an  aft  for  better  regulating  the  commifTion,  and 
limiting  their  powers ;  .an  aft  againft  intruGon  of  mint- 
fters,  and  declaring  it  to  be  the  principle  of  this  church, 
^*  That  none  (hould  be  intruded  into  anvy  parifh  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  the  congregation."  How  happy 
were  it  if  this  aft  were  obfervcd,  and  the  forefaid  prin- 
ciple maintained  and  adhered  unto  !  Some  things  alfo 
were  done  at  this  time  for  the  relief  of  thofs  parithes 
>  that  had  been  intruded  upon  ;  and  an  excellent  over- 
ture was  agreed  upon,  with  refpeft  to  evangelical  preach- 
ing, which  was  tranfmitted  to  Prefbyteries,  and  their 
confent  to  it  was  obtained  ;  fo  that  after  long  depend- 
ence it  was  got  enabled  by  Aflembly  1736,  May  21. 
aft  7.  in  which  "  they  recommend  to  minifters  and 
preachers  to  warn  their  hearers  againft  any  thing  that 
tends  to  Atheifm,  Deifm,  Arianifm,  SocinianiftD,  Ar- 
minianifmi  Bourignianifmy  Pojpery,  Superfticion,  Anti- 
nomianiim,  or  any  pther  errors :  And  that  they  inlift 
in  their  fetmons  upon  our  (inful  and  low  dlate  by  na- 
ture, the  neceffity  of  fupcrnatural  grace,  and  of  faith 
in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chriil:,  without  which  the  belt 
works  cannot  pleafe  God  :    And  that  they  make  it  the 

great 
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grffat  fcope  of  thctr  fermons  to  lead  linners  ftaHa  ^.cov^ 
nant  of  works  to  a  covenant  af  ^race  for  life  and  felv4- 
tion,  and  from  Gn  and  feJf  to  pr ccipus  Ghrift  our  Surety 
and  Saviour.  And  as  they  are  to  prefa  the  practice  of 
all  moral  duties,  fo  ilfo  to  (hew  the  xt^^r^  and  excel- 
lency of  gofpel-holinefa,  withovc  which  no  man  can  f(9e 
the  Lord  :  and, ,  in  order  to^attain  it,  they  are  to  ihew 
men  the  conuption  and  depravity  of  their  na&ire  by 
the  fall,  their  natural  impotence  for,  snd  averfien  to, 
what  is  fpiritiially  good ;  and  t9  lead  them  to  the  true 
and  only  foprce  of  all  grace  and  holineCi,  viz.  Union 
with  Chrift  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  working  faith  in  vs, 
anid  renewing  us  more  and  iiiore  aftejr  the  imag^  of 
Cod  :  and  that  they  mud  counts  all  their  bell  perfofm- 
ances  and  attainments  but  lofs  and  dung,  in  point  ^f 
juftification  before  God,  and  to  make  it  their  great  de- 
fire  only  to  be  found  in  Cbrift  their  Surety,  clothed  in 
his  righteoufnefs,  which  is  infinitely  perfe£l  and  law- 
binding  ;  and  to  make  gofpei  fubje£is  their  main  theme 
and  ftudy,  Sec.  And  they  recommend  to  all  profefibrs 
of  divinity,  to  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  have  the  (lu- 
dents  under  their  care  well  acqU'inted  with  the  tme 
method  of  preaching  the  gofpel  as  dire^ed  by  this  z(k  ; 
and  appoint  Pre{byteries  at  their  privy  cenfurea  to  en- 
quire concerning  the  pbfervation  of  this  a^.'*  This  is 
a  {hort  abAradl  of  that  excellent  a£t,  which  godly  mini* 
fters  ha4  been  intent  about  for  many  years  paft,  i^ 
order  to  give  feme  check  to  the  leg^l  way  of  preaching, 
and  the  Joofe  moral  difcourfeSr  of  feveral  preachers,  to 
the  negkd  of  the  true  pleaching  of  "  Chrift  and  him 
crucified,"  introduced  by  many  of  the  younger  ckrgy- 
However  long  this  aft  had  been  delayed,  yet  it  was 
moft  feafonably  paft  in  1739,  when  a  little  before  there 
had  been  a  great  poife  of  Deifm  fpreading  among;  the 
iludents  of  divinity  at  Edinburgh ;  and  one  of  tKem, 
Mr  William  Nimmo,  bad  dejivered  g  diicourfe  in  the 
divinity  hall,  March  1735,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  revelation ;  for  which  he  was  excluded  by  the 
inafterb,  and  excommunicated  by  the  Prefbytery  ot  fdin- 
burght 

But 
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But  feeing  there  is  no  gfeat  rcsifon  to  fear  that  the 
forcfaid  excellent  aft  concerning  preaching,  is  but  little 
ft6ttccd  and  obfcrted  by  tntny,  and  thiit  there  is  in  this 
church  attd  tend  irery  much  of  a  Ic^al  or  moral  way  oF 
preaching,  exclufivc  of  Chrift,  and  to  the  negleft  of 
the  pccttlisrr  doftrines  of  Chriftianity ;  and  feeing  the 
church  of  God,  and  the  fouls  of  men,  appear  to  be  in 
thfe  gttdteft  danger  from  this  airth :  we  judge  it  our 
du^y.  to  gitc  jplain  and  open  teftiihony  againft  this  fort  / 
of  preaching,  and  to  declare  for  the  true  gofpel  way  of 
f  reaching  Chrift  and  him  crucified,  which  ought  to  be 
the  grea't  fttxdy  of  every  gofpel-tginifter,  as  it  was  of  the 
apoftle  Paul,  t  Cor.  ii.  i. 

We  grant  that  flioralfty,  or  obedience  to  the  moral 
kw,  is  an  etcellent  thing,  and  abfolutely  neccflary  to 
be  ftudied  by  every  true  Chriftian,  feeing  God  requires 
Jt,'  and  ivithout  morality  and  "  true  holinefs  no  man 
ean  fee  the  Lord  5"  but  thi^n  it  muft  be  prcacKed  other-, 
wife  by  a  gofpel-minifter  than  by  a  moral  philofophcr  : 
V)hy  ?  It  mufl  flow  from  gofpel-principies,  be  perform- 
ed m  a. gofpel  maniTcr,  and  be  prcfled  mainly  by  gofpel- 
motives  and  arguments.  But  it  muft  be  fad  indeed, 
when  there  is  almoft  as  little  of  Chrift  or  an  evangelical 
ftf atn  to  be  found  in  the  fcrmons  of  Chriftian  preach- 
c«P8,  as  kn  the  difcourfes  of  Seneca,  Plato,  Socrates,  or 
other  Heathen  moraKfts. 

.  This  GSmftlefs  way  of  preaching  morality,  is  an  inlet 
tt  Deifm  and  Infideltty  :  for,  when  men  are  accuftomed 
to  hear  moral  fcrmons  with  little  of  Chrift  in  them,  they 
arc  apt 'to  think  there  is  but  little  difference  between 
fhem  and  the  difcourfes  of  moral  Heathens  •,  and  there- 
fore they  may  be  good  enough,  and  win  to  heaven  by 
their  morality,  without  Chrift  or  his  righteoufncfs.  O 
how  neural  it  is  for  men  to  go  about  to  eftabiiih  a 
righteoufncfs  of  their  own,  with  a  view  to  be  faved  by 
it,  and  to  riegleA  that  new  righteoufncfs  which  the  eter- 
nal wifdom  of  God  hath  eftabli(hed  as  alone  fufHcient 
for  it !  And  therefore  they  need  often  to  be  called, 
after  their  utmoft  lengths,  in  moral  attainments  (which 
arc  but  poor  and  wretched  at  beft)  to  renounce  them 
all,j&nd  go  to  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  viz. 

the 
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the  obedience  of  his  holy  life»  apd  his  fuflferings  unitd 
death,  for  juftificsition  and  falvation* 

Morality  is  a  dpfirable  thing,  when  kept  in  its  due 
place;  but,  when  allowed  to  poffefs  the  place  of  CHrift's 
righteouinefs  imputed  to  us,  it  i$  a  foul-tuining  things 
and  the  grcateft  hindrance  of  the  foul's  coming  to 
Chrift,  and  of  its  entering  into  heaven.  God  will  have 
us  come  entirely  off  from  the  old  bottom  of  a  covenant 
of  works,  and  from  refting  upon  any  thing  done  by  us, 
or  wrought  in  lis,  for  acceptance  with  God ;  and  look 
only  for  aUaining  to  it  by  believing  on  whom  God  hath 
fent,  and  refting  upon  his  righteoufnefs  only :  nothing 
bf  ours  muit  be  add^d  to  it,  otherwife  we  mar  it. 
Though  faith  be  required  of  us  as  the  mean  or  inftru- 
ment  whereby  we  receive  and  apply  Chrift  and  his 
righteoufnefs,  and  alfo  true  repentance  and  iincere 
obedience  are  required  as  evidc;nces  and  fruits  of  our 
faith  ;  yet  neither  faith,  repentance,  or  obedience,  nor 
all  of  them  together,  are  any  part  of  our  juftifytng 
righteoufnefs  in*  the  fight  of  God,  nor  are  they  the 
foundation  of  our  acceptance,  or  of  our  title  to  eternal 
life  :  Chrift  mufl;  be  all  our  righteoufnefs,  or  nothing. 
^  So  that  none  mu(b  think  to  be  faved  partly  by  his  own 
obedience,  and  partly  by  Chrift's  in  order  to  make  up 
his  defeds ;  but  we  mud  be  faved  wholly  by  the  com- 
plete morality  and  obedience  of  Chrift  imputed  to  us. 
Our  proud  natures  muft  be  hunibled  and  changed,  and 
muft  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  accept  of  an  entire  new 
clothingi  inftead  of  our  own  righteoufnefs;  tor  the 
glory  of  God  will  not  allow  the  leaft  place  to  this  in 
our  juftification,  he  will  have  all  boafting  excluded  for 
ever. 

^efi^  *'  Seeing  morality  and  the  duties  of  the  mo- 
ral law  are  to  be  preached  and  prefled,  in  what  nianner 
then  muft  we  do  it  ?" 

Jn/l  If  we  would  do  it  in  an  evangelical  ftrain,  and 
with  fuccefs,  we  muft,  1.  Prefs  duty  as  the  natural 
and  neceftary  fruit  of  faith  in  a  crucified  Chrift,  and 
love  to  him,  who  fuffered  thus  to  fatisfy  for  our  fins, 
to  purchafe  to  us  the  image  of  God  and  holinefs  which 
we  had  loft;    and  therefore  let  us  reprefent  the  love 

and 


land  Mferogs  of  tlhrift  in  a  lively  manner  to  our  people, 
ittordertolea^  th€m  to  abhor  all  known  fin,  and  to 
\6xt  Chiift  that  firft  loved  us,  atid  live  to  him  that  died 
for  us  5  and  ptty  cameftly  for  A^  Spirit  of  regeneration 
and  fanftification  which  he  hafli  purchafcd  for  us :  and 
this  is  the  mofft  effeSuai  way  to  promote  morality  and 
WHucfs  amortg  ftidn.  2.  We  muft  fet  before  the  eyes 
of  out  people  the  attrafl:iVe  ctiarms  and  beauties  of  a  '< 

crucified  Jefus  in  all  his  offices,' that  they  may  get  a 
view  of  his  glory,  as  the  "  chief  among  ten  thoufand, 
and  altogether  lively ,^*  ^tid  a^  the  *^  pearl  df  gre^t  .    ' 

price  i"  that  fo  thfe  deflre  of  all  nations  may  come  to  be 
the  defirc  of  their  hearts,  and  they  may  *'  count  all 
thinp^  out  dung  and  lofs"  in  comparifon  of  a  crucified  •  ^  • 

Chtift.    And  as  we  muft  recommend  to  them  to  clofe    ^  ^ 

with  him  as  theit  prieft,  and  facrifice  to  atone  for  their 
fins,  fo  aMb  to  fuojefl  themfelves  to  him  as  the  lovely 
King  of  Zion,  whofe  government  is  eafy,  his  fervice 
pleafant,  his  cormmandments  not  grievous,  and  his  re- 
wards to  obedioit  fubje£ls  unfpeakably  great.  The 
whole  precepts  of  the  moral  law  %xt  thp  laws  of.  this 
King;  but,  to  all  his  willing  fubjefls,  he  makes  his 
**  yoke  eafy  and  his  burden  ught/*  3.  We  muft  en- 
force duties  ftom  a  principle  of  love,  and  of  gratitude 
to  Chrift  for  his  love.    It  (hguld  not  be  fo  much  autho-  -" 

^Jrity,  as  grateful  love  to  Chrift,  that  ftiould  conftrain  us 
to  live  to  his  glory,  to  ftudy  holinefs  and  conftant  obe- 
dience to  his  comm'ands :  and  this  ^^e  fliould  do,  as  \ve 
fhould  approve  ourfelves  to  be  Chrift's  difciples,  '^ild  as 
we  would  enjoy  communion  with  him  here,  and  be 
accepted  of  him  at  his  appearance  to  judgment. 
4.  We  fliould  direfl:  our  people  to  perform  duties  by 
the  grace  and  Ijtrength  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Head,  Surety,  amd  'ftreafurer.  We.  muft  be  united  to 
him  by  faith,  as  our  Head  of  Influences,  and  derive  all 
bur  lite  and  ftrength  for  duty  out  of  l;iis  ful'nefs.   AUs  !  i 

this  direftion^is  little  minded  by  many  of  our  moral  ;  f 

preachers,  Whofe  difcoutfes  generally  fccm  to  proceed 
upon  the  fuppofltion  of  the  ftrength  of  our  natural 
powers,  as  if  We  had  no  natural  impotence  or  enmity  ^ 

to  what  is  good,  nor  been  at  all  difabled  by  the  fall. 
Vol.  IV*  3  K  5*  We 
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the  obedience  of  his  holy  life,  apd  his  i^  f 
death,  for  juftification  and  falvation*         ^    h 
Morality  is  a  idpfirable  thing,  when  ^  f    f 
place;  but,  when  allowed  to  poffefsti^'i I*    $' 
righteoufnefs  imputed  to  us,  it  is  ^I'f/    5  in 

and  the  grcateft  hindrance  of  ^/i^|    jf  no 

Chrift,  and  of  its  entering  into  1>  f^f /|     ^  ng 

us  come  entirely  off  from  the  ^^Af%t%  are 

of  works,  and  from  rcaingi|/||^^^/j*   /  .^^.on- 

or  wrought  in  lis,  for  acce;f^|^lf  k  ^^y  aiediatioa 

only  for  attaining  to  it  by /^l/l  ^ |> '  ^one  all,  we 

fent,  and  retting  upon  h^/V;;^^^  f^  ^  . grants;  and  our 

bf  ours   mutt  be  add0^'y^  '^ '  ^ift,^  not  having  our 

Though  fkUh  be  requ?//^/ v  /  ^5  filthy  rags,  and  can- 

mcnt  whereby  ^^  ,i^y'  ^  us  before  God.    7.  Let 

righteoufnefs,    and,:./-''  ,at  though  Chriftian}ty  doth 

obedience  arc  rer./ "         ^  ftrongeft  arguments,  yet  luire- 
,11  V^  "^**' '         *J^  n^ver  pleafe  God,    Till  the  heart 
•  u        r'^r  ^''         ^^^  f°^^  g^^f^^^  in. Chrift  the  true 
righteoufnefs        ^  will  be  always  four  and  unpleafant  to 
Kf      r{?^^     .ioral   man,   though  he  profefs   l^imfclf  a 
life  :  Chr/  ^  jg  not  really  fo,  unlefs  he  be  .united  to  Chrift, 
^    k  J-     ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^y  influences  from  hini  to  perform  du* 
obedien'  ^''^^  to  the  righteoufnefs  of- Chrift  to  corer  him 
I®       >ii  his  duties  i  and  be  ftiU  faying,  Though  I  could 
n  ^^  jr/'orm  never  fo  many  duties,  I  fliould  be  loft  and  un- 
^jie  for  ever,  if  it  were  not  for  th&  righteoufnefs  and 
*"     jiiediation  of  Chrift  my  Surety  and  Saviour,  in  whom 
^      Is  aU.my  hope  and  truft.     For  all  true  holinefs  and  ac- 
ceptable morality  is  the  proper  refult  of  the  fouFs  union 
wiiH'the  holy  Jefus  our  Jiving  Head,  who  is  the  firft 
^ind  immediate  receptacle  of  the  holy  Spirit  and  of  all 
fan£fifying  irjfluences  for  the  ufe  of  his  members;  and 
out  of  Chrift*s  fulntfs  "we  muft  by  faitK  receive  them 
for  our  fanftification.      - 

Ltfus  make  every  fubjeft  we  inCft  on  point  to 
Chnft..  ^f  we  difcourfe  upon  the  atti-jbutes  of  God, 
let  us  confider  them  as  they  fliine  forth  in  Chpft  and 
his  glorious  undertaking;  Jf  upon  the  blcfUngs  and 
pronijfcs  of  the  gofpel,  kt  us  confider.  tbcm  as  the  pur- 
chafe  cf  Chrift's  blood  :  If  on  ^he  providence  of  God 
'       '   ■    '  ■      -.      '  let 
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hat  the  adminiftration  is  •  put  in  Chrift's 

's  Head  over  all  thin^js  for  ihc  church  ; 

'-•pentance  and  mourning  for  fin,  let 

^  ^  ^  s  to  look  to  him  they  have  pierced ; 

,^^      '^h^^  -ed  them  to  look  to  Chrift,  by 

,^e^Su  — ''  'e  acccfs  and  fuccefs  in  this 

^,^<^^^^^       y,  for  US  and  our  hearers, 

-V  T^"^  ^CJS^      "**  1  thing  to'  ChriiV,  and  make 

^   *^^/^^-^  '<V  ^^  ^H  ourfermons;  and 'if  the* 

^.     >i:'*^  vcre  to  perfuadc  finners  to  come  to 

V^  "^V  -*iat  profeffs  him  to  live  by  faith  on  him, 

^  "^  uaily  ufe  of  hirin  !    To  this  glorious  per- 

.al  the  prophets  of  the  OldTcftament  give 
.IS,  and  much  more  fliouid  all  (he  hniniflers  of  the 


.ew. 


Now,  this  way  of  preaching  is  furely  the  moft  C3h- 
cellent,  and  preferable  to  any  other  way ;  \Vhy  ?  i . 
The  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified  is  the  mean  which 
God' hath  appointed  for  gathering  in  cleft  finners  to 
himfelf,  and  to  which  he  promifes  his  bleffing.  Htncc 
it  is  that  Paul  faith,  Go4'  makes  the  preaching  of  the 
crofs  and  of  Chrift  crucifierl  the  Power  of  God  to 
them  that  are  called  :  dnd  though  natural  men"  count 
this  way'of  paeaching  foolifhnefs,  yet  it  pleafes  God 
by  this  way  **  to  fave  them  that  believe,"  1  Cor.  i.  i§, 

2.  it  was  by  this  way  of  preaching  am6ng  the  Co- 
rinthians, that  the  apottle  Paul  Ixad  fuch  wonderful 
fiiccefs  in  bringing  them  to  Chrift,  i  Cor.  ii.  2.  it  was 
when  Peter  preached  a  crucified  Jefus  and  the  peculiar 
doflrines  of  Chriftianity  to  the  people,  that  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fell  on  them,  and  converted  multitudes  of  them  \ 
as  Luke  obfcrvcs  feveral  times,  Afts  ii.  2>^y  37.  AGs 
X.  4 J,  44.  It  was  not  when  he  was  preaching  mora- 
lity that  the  Spirit  defccndcd  and  gave  fuccefs  to  the 
word.  Alfo  he  obferves,  when  thefe  preachers  from 
Cyprus  preached  the  Lord  Jefus  to  the  people  of  An- 
tioch,  **  the  hand  of  tl>e  Lord  was  with  them,  and  a 
great  rmmbcr  believed,  and  turned  to  the  Lord,"  Afts  , 
xi.  20,  21. 

3  K  2  S.^It 
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it  It  b  thQ.preachipg  a£a,qrucified  Chrifty  tliai  Go4 
Is  wifdom  batli  pitched  upon  as  die.waf  to  reforia 
men  from  their  vices,  and  to,  bring  in  virtue,  godlinefii 
and  good  order  into  nations^  cities  and  congregations. 
The  Heathen' philofophers  and  wife  men  ha(^  fot  fome 
thoufand$  of  years,  tried  all  means,  which  the  powers, 
of  nature  or  reafon  could  afford,  to  bring  men  to  God 
and  virtue,  hut  in  vain ;  for  thej  remained  ftili  igno- 
rant of  God,  and  rqh  farther  away  from  him  into  att 
abominable  impieties.  Likewife  in  many  placea  there 
^re  feveral  matters  of  reafon  and  eloquence,  who  excei  , 
in  a  fort  of  rational  and  moral  way  of  {ureacbing^  eac- 
clufiv^  of  Chrift ;  but  what  fuccefs  have  they  in  it  for 
converting  fouls  ?  Alas  !  their  people  ftill  fmk  in  vice 
and  corruption^  all  their  fine  reafonings  cannot  change 
the  perverfe  will  of  one  (inner.  They  may,  perhaps, 
entertain  two  or  three^,  or  a  few  of  their  audience,  who 
have  a  tafte  of  the  beauties  of  Bne  reafoning }  but  the 
body  of  the  congregation  remain  untouched  and  afleep, 
fo  that  aH  they  hear  is  loft  to  them.  Surely  the  value 
9nd  ufefulnefs  of  things  are  to  be  reckoned  ftom  their 
capacity  and  fitnefs  to  anfwer  the  end  they  are  defign* 
ed  for :  now  the  end  of  preaching  is  to  win  fouls  tp 
Chrift,  fo  that  thefe  fermons  are  the  mofi:  excellent 
that  ferve  this  defign  moft :  and  thefc^  we  fee,  are  the 
fermons  >.vhich  are  fulleft  of  Chrift.  Alas !  Chriftlefs 
moral  fermons  bring  few  off  from  their  vices  to  the 
practice  of  morality,  and  far  fewer  into  Chrift.  Such 
a  way  of  preaching  is  a  longfome  unfuccefsful  method 
to  reclaim  and  reform  the  vicious ;  whereas  the  fixort 
and  efiedlual  way  to  reform  fmners,  and  make  them 
moral,  is  to  preach  Chrift  to  them  ;  if  you  bring  ttucm 
to  Jefus,  you  turn  them  from  all  their  fins,  and  make 
them  moral  at  once,  yea,  inwardly  holy,  which,  is  more. 
O  then,  let  us  preach  Chrift  above  all  things  ! 

4.  If  we  look  through  the  world,  we  will  find  it  i$ 
only  thofe  minifters  who  preach  Chrift  moft,  who  have 
moft  fuccefs :  and  that  the  life  and  fpirit  of  true  re<- 
liigion  rifes  or  falls  among  a  people,  according  as  a 
crucified  Redeemer  is  faithfully  preached  amcu^g  them 

or 
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OS  nat«  And  thofe  acquaiated  with  chur^h-hifiory  ob<- 
ferte,  tlnU;  when  God  is  ^bout  to  leave  a  people,  and 
bis  glory  to  depapt  fratn  his  hqufe,  he  ufually,  gives 
tfaqm  up  to  a^lifekfe  and  foroial  raiaiftry,  who  negleft 
tb«  preaching  of  Chrift  sind  the  peculiar  doftxincs  of 
the  gofpcl,  £uch  as  free  juftificajtbn  by  the  rightcouf^ 
nefe  of  Chrift,  and  inward  regeneration  by  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift ;  5ind  do  nqt  inform  their  people  that  ^  it  \% 
fmm.  a  QTiicifijed  Jrfus  the  virtue  muft  come  for  breaks 
ing  the  power  pf  fin  in  the  foul»  ^nd  fubduing  it  to 
God,  No  wonder  o^r  flocks  look  poor  a^d  lean,  wheni 
we  take  no  caie  to  lead  ihevx  into  thefe  green  pafturea 
of  evangelical  truths,  but  fet  before  them. the  dry  inG-^ 
pid.  fluff  of  a  Heacheniih  morality^  which  can  never 
feed  them  nor  keep  thehi  in.  good  liking  !  How  can  Vrje 
expert  aXQftanco  from  Jefu^  Chrift  in  our  work,  or  the 
influences  of  bis  Spirit  in  prea^t^ing  (vi^pon  which  all 
our  iuccefs  depends)  when  we  take  no  more  notice  q£ 
Chrift  in  gur  fermbns  than  the  moral  philofophers  a- 
npong  the  Heathens?  Wo  will  be  to  this  national 
church,  if  fuch  a  way  of  preaching  (lull  prevail  in  it, 
iwtwithftanding  of  the  forefaid  afl  of  Aflemhly,  and  a 
•found  CocdFcflion  of  Eait^i,  w)iich  s^ll  miniilers  lubfcribc 
to.  God  forbid  that  the  church  of  Scotland  become 
ever  like  the  church  of  England  ip  this  refpeft,  who 
fubfcribe  to  found  article?  of  do^rioe,  ^nd  never  mind 
them  more  afterwards. 

Likewife,  as  by  the  word.of  God  ml nrftcrs  are  bound 
to  feparate  between  the  precious  and  thp  vile,  the  clean 
and  the  unclean,  the  fincere  and  the  formalift ;  fo,  by 
the  forefaid  a£l  1736  concerning  preaching,  all  mi- 
nifters  are  appointed,  in  application  of  their  fer« 
mons,  to  encteavout  rightly  to  divi^de  the  word  of 
truth,  fpeaking  diftin^ily  to  the  various  ciSt^  of 
their  hearers,  whether  converted  or  unconverted,  &c, 
Alas !  it  is  to  be  feared,  the  making  of  this  dilference 
is  too  much  negleded  ^y  ms^y,  both  in  difpenfing  the 
ward  and  facraments. 

These  find  feveral  other  good  things  did  the  Aflembly 
1736,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  they  were  not  ftcady  and 
uniform  in  their  proceedings  ;    for,    while   they  dif- 
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eoaragcd  and  ttopt  fome  iritruGons,  they  cncouragd 
others  :  and  they  gave  no  fmall  OQcafion  of  offence  by. 
their  management  in  the  affair  of  Profeffor  Campbell  at 
St  Andrews,  who  had  vented  fcveral  dangerous  errors 
in  his  writings,  fuch  as  his  Oratorio  Acadcmica,  his 
Erquiry  into  the  Original  of  Moral  Virtue,  hi?  Dif- 
courfe  concerning  EnthuGafm,  &c.  wherein  he  affcfrts, 
•*  That  men,  by  their  natural  powers,  without  revela- 
tion, carmot  find  out  the  being  of  a  God :  That  the 
law  of  nature  is  fufficicnt  to  guide  rational  minds  to 
happinefs  :  That  felf-Iove,  intereft,  or  pleafure,  is  the 
fole  principle  and  motive  of  ail  virtuous  and  religious 
aftions:  That  Ghrift's  difciples  had  no  notion  of  his 
Divinity  before  his  lefurreftion,  and  before  that  they 
cxpcfted  nothing  from  him  but  a  worldly  kingdom ; 
and,  during  the  interval  between  his  death  and  refur- 
re^ion,  they  looked  on  him  as  an  impoftor."  Like- 
wife,  while  fpeaking  againft  Enthufiafts,  he  utters  feve- 
lal  things  very  difparaging  and  reproachful  to  the  work 
i  of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  the  fouls  of  the  people  of  God. 
Thefc  errors  were  brought  before  the  Affcmbly  1735, 
who  referred  them  to  their  commiflxon ;  and  they  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  cbnfider  them,  and  prepare 
their  report  to  the  next  Affembly.  Mr  Campbell  la- 
boured la  give  in  found  and  orthodox  explications  of 
thefe  Kii  pofitions,  which  the  committee  brought  before 
the  Affembly.  ,1736,  with  their  remarks  and  cenfnrcs 
upon  them,  and  the  recommendations  they  judged  fit 
to  be  given  him.  The  Affembly,  upon  hearing  Mr 
Campbell  at  great  length,  were  of  opinion  that  the 
committee's  examining  and  dating  the  matter  as  they 
had  done,  was  fuSicient  to  caution  againil  the  errors 
charged  upon  Mr  Campbell,  without  giving  any  judg- 
ment or  formal  fcntence  upon  the  committee's  report ; 
only  they  recommended  to  him  not  to  ufe  doubtful  ex- 
preffions  or  propofitions,  which  may  lead  his  hearers  or 
readers  into  error;  This  iffue  of  the  procefs  many,  in 
the  Affembly  and  out  of  it,  were  highly  diffatisficd  with, 
judging  that  Mr'  Campbell  did  juftly  defervc  a  (harp 
icbuke  for  the  many  incautious  and  unfouhd  cxprcffions 
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)ie  hath  in  hia  writmgs^  however  orthodos  hU  explicar 
tions  might  be  :  and  with  thefe  we  do  heartily  join. 

Though  tljc  Affembly  gave  no  judgment  upon  Mr 
Cannipbeirs  pofitions  or  explications^  yet  feverals  woulil 
charge  the  Afiembly  with  adopting  one  of  his  cjrror^i 
becaub,  when  he  explained  his  pofitions  concerning 
Self-love  he  declared  he  meant  no  nwrc  but  **  that  our 
delight  in  the  honour  and  glory  of  God  was  the  chief 
motive  of.  all  virtuous  and  religious  anions.**  Now 
(fay  they),  this  Delight  is  the  fame  with  the  Sclf-lov^, 
or  the  deiire  of  our  own  happinefs,  which  is  the  error 
charged  on  him :  yet  the  AlTembly  difmiffed  him  with- 
out quarrelling  it.  But  this  (hould  be  looked  upon  as  a 
pure  overCght  in  the  Aflembly,  through  their  hot  ad- 
verting to  the  import  of  the,  word  Delight,  but  taking 
•^  delight  in  the.  glory  of  God,"  for  the  fame  with 
*\  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,**  becaufe  of  their  aflSnity^ 
For  when  Aflembly  1737  was  informed  that  feverals 
had  taken  offence,  as  if  the  Affembly  1736  had  adoptCvl 
fome  of  Mr  Campbell's  ofFenfive  expreffions  on  the  head 
of  Self  love,  they  vindicated  this  church  from  that 
charge,  by  making  an  aft,  declaring  that  they  do  ftcd- 
faftly  adhere  to  -the  doftrine  exprcfled  in  our  ftandards 
on  that  head,  particularly  in  the  anfwers  to  that  quef- 
tion  in  our  Larger  and  Shorter  Catcchifms,  What  is  the 
chief  end  of  mah  ? 

In  the  year  1735  there  was  an  effay  made  by  an  un- 
known hand  to  alter  our  Shorter  Catechifm,  which  was 
printed  at  London  under  the  title  of  The  Aflembly's 
Shorter  Catechifm  Revifed,  an4  rendered  fitter  for 
General  Ufe.  The  revifer  cafts  it  into  fuch  a  mould, 
as  to  make  it  agree  with  Arian,  Socinian^  Popish,  and 
Arminian  Tchemes  of  doftrine.  Aflbon  as  it  was  pub- 
licly known  in  Scotland,  the  commiflion  took  it  under 
their  confideration,  as  the  fynod  of  Lothian  had  done 
b'efore  them,  and  pall  an  aft  condemning  it,  and  gave 
warning  about  it  to  all  the  prcfb-yterics  in  this  church, 
that  they  might  be  on  their  guard  againft  the  fpreading 
and  infe£Uon  thereof.  And  wotild  to  God  that  our 
Affemblies  had,  in  like  manner,  given  plain  and  faithful 
warning  to  ail  the  corners  and  members  of  chis  church, 

againft 
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and  bthe?fs  which  hare  becti  vented  and  fprcad  in  'tHts 
chuirch,^and;fliewti' to  thcfti -their  incottliftendy  Wtfa  the 
v^ord  6f  Gdd,  ahd  oinr'GoriFcffioh  of  Faith  ahd  Ctftc-* 
chftirts !  May  Gbd  irt  life  trtfhiite  mercy  teVivfe  our  ifeil: 
for  all  the  truths  therein  cofttained,  and  agiitift  lllHtots 
of  err6r  oppofite  thereto! 

After  all,  it  is'to  be  regretted  thrattlte  tiaiioital  chirrch 
'sff2i^  not  ^uly  hurtibled  ty  411.  theft  aWful  rcBukfes^fdr' 
her  manifold  defeftions,  and  particularly  fbr  dift^egartl- 
ing  Chrift's  flock  in  fettle mtnts ;  mettheryitl'ffiti  ametid 
her  wavs  and  doitigs,  and  turri  to  the  Lord :  witetefore 
V&'find  the  hand  of  the  Lbrd  ftretchrd  citrt  a'gainSllfer 
ftill,  and  a  new  (harp  tVial  cairytd  out  foir  lierTrbni  ah 
all th' that  none  could  haye'expeiStid.      On^  Oaptaih    * 
PorteoUs;  that  fcad  been  condemned  to  die  for  ^fi^ral 
murder^;  having  obtained  ia  reprieve  by  the  intercft  of 
fome  great  men,  the  mob  tofe  up  notwithftandiWg,  and 
executed  him  at  Edinburgh  the  ^thof  Septcn^bfer  1736.  ' 
The  Kin?  and  Parliament  relented  this  aifront  fo  Kigh- 
ly,  that  tne'y  frafned  a  ftratige  and  exttoardiAairy 'aft  for 
difcovering  the  a&ors :  and  becaufe  fottic  6f  tllfe  chu1rch*s 
enemies  fug^efted,  without  ill  ground,   that  the  'Scote  . 
clergy,  at  leaft  a  fet  of  them,  encouraged^  the  people 
}x\  fuch  mbbbifh  aftions,  they  appoihted  dll'  the  niini- 
ftcrs  of  Scotland  to  read  the  faid  adi  in  time  df  Divine  * 
fcrvice  ih  their  churches  every  fir ft'Sabbath  iii  tbe'mdnth 
for  a  whole  year,  beginhingiii  Auguft^737  :ahd  the 
penalty  fojc  the  firfl  titg\iQt  of  reading  it '  wS's,'  that 
**  they  fhall  be  dccla'fcd  iticapable  of  fitting 'of  vbtirig 
in  any  church  judicatory  V'  ahd'  this  Was  to  od'^xecut-  \ 
cd  againft  th^m  by  the  civil  judges  in  Scotfatid.'   Hic 
moft  part  of  niinifters  iti  many  fynods  and  prefbyieries, 
though  they  fcrupled  not  to  condemn  the  otitrageoUs  * 
infult  of  the  mob  as  murder,  yet  they  had  not  freed<^ 
.to  read  the  faid  adl,  becaufe  they  judged  the  penalty 
forefaid  to  be  properfy  a  church  cenfure,  feeing  by  it 
minifter's  woUld  be  divefted  of  the  power  of  church  go- 
vernment and  difcipline,  Which  is  given  tltckn  by  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the  Head  of  the  church,  and  is  cf- 
fcntial  to  their  office  as  preaching  or  difpenfing  the  fa- 
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crament.  Now,  for:  the  civil  mag'iftratc  to  affunae  the 
power  of  the  keys,,  or  of  inflidJing  church  cenfures, 
which  Chrift  hath  put  in  the  hands  of  his  own  officers, 
they  judged  a  manifeft  incroachmenf  upon  Chrift's 
Headfhip  over  his  church,  and  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God  and  the  Confeffiori  of  Faith  thicy  had  fubfcribed, 
chap.  30.  par.  i.  2  and  chap  2^.  3.  And  for  mini- 
Hers  to  become  the  rhagiftrate's  heralds,  to  proplaim 
this  law  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  fuch  a  folemn  manner, 
woufd  be  an  homploc;ating  of  this  incroathment,  and  a 
confenting  to  this  Eraftian  power  of  the  migiftrate. 
Likewife  they  judged,  to  approve  or  concur*  with  a  law 
fo  prejudicial  to  the  doflrine  and  difcipline  of  this 
church,  as  eftablifhed  by  law  civil  nnd  epcltfiailical, 
would  be  to  give  up  with  fundamental  fecurities,  and 
ia£l  contrary  to  the  folemn  engagements  raiuillers  com« 
tmder  to  maintain  thcv  doflrine  and  difcipline  of  thii 
church,  and  do  TiOthing  prejudicial  thereto.  Befides, 
they  did  not  think  it  agreeable  to  the  office  of,  thofe, 
who  were  "  ambaifadors  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,"  to 
become  heralds  or  executors  of  this  or  any  fanguinary 
law ;  cfpecially  when  they  apprehended  there  were 
feveral  things- in  it  inconfiilent  with  juftice  and  equity, 
befides  the  Eraftian  penalty  aforementioned.  Thefe 
and  other  arguments,  fet  in  a  clear  light  in  feveral 
pamphlets  publiflied  at  that  time,  determined  us  to  joia 
with  thofe  who  bore  teftimony  againil  the  reading  of 
the  forefaid  a£l,  and  to  run  the  hazard  of  all  its  penal- 
ties. And  wc  wi(h  the  light  of  all  the  miitiftcrs  of 
of  Scotland  had  been  the  fame  with  ours  ia  this  matter, 
which  would  have  prevented  much  divifion  and  ftum- 
bling  that  difFcrcnt  praSices  have  occafionsd. ' 

But  yet  wc  muft  do  juftice  to  thofe  of  a  different 
light,  fo  far  as  to  own,  that  there  were  feveral  pious 
and  confcientious  minifters  who  read  this  a£t»  becaufc 
of  the  quite  diflFcrcnt  view  they  had  ;of  it  fiom  thofe 
who  refufed  it :  and  feeing,  by  the  w  hole  tenor  of 
their  lives  and^aflions,  it  appears  th6y  have  a£led  up- 
rightly and  honeftly  in  other  matters,  wc  are  in  cha- 
qriiy  bound  to  think  they  afted  fincerely  in  this  alfo. 
Their  reafons  for  reading  y^ercj  A  finfu)  penalty  iigi 
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the  2Biy  fliould  not  hinder  thett  reading  tlibfe.  parts  of 
the  ad  which  might  be  lawful  \  and  they  judged  they 
were  bound  to  read  fenie  parts  of  it,  to  w^rn  their 
people  of  the  danger  of  harbouring  or  fuccourtng  the 
rioters.  And  they  did  not  look  on  the  penalty  fcrupled 
at  as  any  church  cenfixre,  or  Erafti^n  incroachmettt 
upon  Chrtft's  Headfhip ;  and,  as  they  judged^  no  mote 
vai  meant  by  it,  but  that  the  non**readers  Ibould  fofw 
feit  the  magiftrate^s  protcfttonin  fitting  in  church* 
courts:  and  that  the  magiilrate,  without  afluming  the 
power  of  the  keys,  might  by  his  civil  power  as  a 
magiftrate,  exclude  or  render  minifters  incapable  of 
fitting  in  church-courts,  by  confining  or  banifiiing 
them*  And  they  finccrcly  declare,  that,  if  they  had 
thought  their  reading  of  that  a6t  had  in  the  leaft 
wronged  the  Hcadftiip  of  the  King  of  Zion,  they  would 
rather  have  fuffi^rcd  the  lofs  of  their  ftipends,  or 
any  thing  elfc.  Now  charity  obligeth  us  to  belieTe 
pious  men  to  be  ingenuous  in  fuch  declarations* 

But,  alas !  notwithftanding  of  all  thcfe  (baking  dtf. 
penfations,  the  church  was  not  Intsught  to  a  right  fenfe 
of  her  firis  and  defe&ions ;  and  therefore  the  Lord^s 
controvcrfy  with  her  was  not  at  an  end ;  for  we  find 
the  Aflembly  1738  continuing  in  former  fteps,  and 
giving  flew  offence  to  many  in  the  church>  by  ano- 
ther decifion  in  a  procefs  of  error.  Hie  magiftrates 
and  town-council  of  Edinburgh  having  chofen  Mr 
William  Wiihart  ^  minifter  at  London  to  be  Principal 
of  their  college,  and  having  got  a  call  to  him  alfo 
to  be  one  of  the  minifters  of  the  city,  the  prcffiy- 
tcry  of  Edinburgh  rcfufed  to  concur  with  the  faid 
calJ,  and  charged  him  with  venting  fevcrsd  erro- 
neous propofitions  in  two  of  his  printed  fermons, 
with  refpedl  to  the  power  ahd  office  oif  the  magiftrate 
in  religious  n>atter£,  the  Hberty  of  Chriftiah  fubjeds, 
the  fubfcribing  of  Cohfeflions,  the  education  of  child- 
ren, the  rnfiuence  of  arguments  taken  from  the  awe  of 
fucure  rewards  and  puniOiments,  his  eiceffive  charity 
to  Heathens  and  others  who  reje&  the  gofpel- offers  and 
inftitutions,  and  the  finful  and  corrupt  ihtte  of  all  men 
from  their  birth,  &c.  This  afiair  being  brought  by  ap- 
peals 


prals  to  xkt  Geiterai:  AJbmbtyi.and  Mr.  Wiihart  having, 
iijiade  his  expUcacSotm,  and  given  in  a  fubfcribed  d€cla«r 
raliiofi  of  bit  adhetiof^  to  the  Cqnfeffion  of  Faith;  ^nd 
tlte  paitkukNT  articles,  of  it  which  hts  pippofitions  feesn- 
ed  to  oppofe,  and  alio  of  bis  difdaiming  all  errors,  what- 
fomever  (whether  charged  npon  him  ii^  the  prefbytery'^ 
articles  or  not)  that  are  contnurj  to  the  Confeffion  <^ 
Faith,  or  any  article  of  it;^  the  Afiembly  thereupon  > 
aflbilssied  Mr  Wrfliart  fronv  the  procefs  againft  him,  and  , 
alfo  they  fuftatned  his  call  to  be  one  of  the  minifters  of 
Edinburgh,  and  appointed  the  pr«fbytery  to  admit  him 
as  fuch. 

H<^re  we  cannot  butteilify  againft  fuch  ibft  proceed- 
ings, whether  in  the  cafc  of  iPFofeffor  Campbell,  Doflor 
Wiftiaf  t,  or  others  proccilttd  for  error  j  feeing  we  judge 
it  far  horn  being  fufficient  to  terminate  a  procefs  for 
error,  or  to  vindicate  perfons  accufed  of  it,  that  tbey 
explain  their  words  into  a  found  and  orthodox  fenfe, 
though  perhaps  contrary  to  the  obvious  meamog  of  them^ 
according  to  the  plain  and  ordinary  acceptation  of  words  v 
ox  that  they  profefe  their  adherence  to  our  Confeifion 
of  Faith^  and  its  articles,  which  their  tenets  are  thought 
to  contradi£l.  For  a  heretic,  when  in  hazard  of  cen- 
fure,  may  make  a  (bift  to  put  an  orthodox  fenfe  upon 
his  words,  if  that  will  fave  him,  though  it  (bould  be 
quite  contrary  to  the  common  fenfe  and  meaning  of 
tliem ;  and  he  may  declare  his  owning  the  words  of 
wr  Cdnfeffion  of  Faith,  and  yet  affix  a  fenfe  and  mean- 
ing to  them  dtre£lly  oppofite  to  the  known  fentiments 
and  doflrtne  of  this  diiirch :  fo  that  it  is  plain,  fuch.a 
loofe  fuperficial  way  of  managing  a  procefs  for  error,  is 
not  an  eifefiual  way  to  fupprefs  it.  Wherefore  we 
think  it  further  neceflary  for  that  end,  that  thofe  who 
are  procciied  for  venting  error  or  unfound  propofitions^ 
fhould  particulsffly  and  dir^eflly  renounce  the  erroneous 
tenets  and  principles  charged  upon  them,  upon  account 
of  their  words,  and  the  unfound  fenfe  wUdb  they  natu-* 
laUy  convey ;  and  that  they  be  at  leaft  rebuked  for  de« 
parting  from  the  form  of  found  words  contained  in  the 
word  of  God,  and  our  ftandards,  which. are  framed 
agreeable  tberc^nto^  We  fee  it  is  Gpd*8  cxprefs  com- 
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mmA  eonceniidg  fuch  n^cti,  Titus  i.  13.  '^  Whercfire 
rebidcr  them  {harply».  thait  they  ixiay  be  found  in  the 
fftith.'-  Sharp  rebukes  prefers e  foundncfs,  but  eafy  abi 
fohftiomi  encoura)2;e  error.  No  fooncr  is  Dr  Wifhart 
sAbi)2iedt  .but  he  falls  a  recommending  and  prefacing 
books  of  bad  charafler,  fuch  as  Dr  Whitchcot's  fermotisi 
that  favour  of  Sccinianifm,  as  the  Reverend  Mr  Biflet 
of  Abetdeen  makes  appear  in  a  letter  he  hath  lateiy 
publtflied.  Ah !  how  low  muft  the  cafe  of  this  poor 
church  be,  when  the  head  of  the  mod  frequented  col- 
lege in  Scotland  recommends  fuch  books  impune  for 
colkge^ihxdents  and  preachers  to  form  lipon ! 

These  and  other  proceedings  of  our  Aifemblies  were 
Vfcry  gricTous  to  many  worthy  miniftcrs  and  others  in 
this  church ;  and  the  four  feceding  brethren  before 
mentioned)  with  other  four,  viz.  MefTrs  Nairn,  R. 
£r&ine»  Mair,  and  Thorn fon,  who  afterwards  joined 
themy  took  occafion  from  fuch  actings,  to  carry  their 
£ereifion  and  fcparatiqn  to  very  great  heights^  by  licen- 
&n^  preachers,  invading  parifhes,  and  preaching  up  fe- 
paration  every  where,  not  fparing  their  beft  friends, 
nor  thofe  who  diOTented  from  the  evils  of  the  time,  and 
took  all  regular  methods  to  teftify  againft;  them ;  but 
ch»;rging  the-  whole  miniftry  with  very  black  things. 
They  aifo  framed  an  Aft  and  Tcftimony  of  many  fheets, 
with  very  much  of  church  authority-in  it,  which  they 
requiried  all  their  followers  to  adhere  to.  Though  we 
ewB  t^iefewere  many  good  things  in  it,  yet  there  were 
alio  mslny  miftakes  in  it,  and  mifreprefentation  of  h&s^ 
very  harfh  and  unfuitable  expreffions,  and  alfo  bitter 
reflcfkians  againft  their  brethren,  apd  even  Our  worthy 
forefathcrsy  &c.  Thefe  things  being  laid  before- the 
AiTcmfaiy,  they  appointed  the  miniftcrs  of  the  prefl>y» 
teries  arid'  fynods  where  the  faid  brethren  refidc,  to  be 
at  all  pains,  by  conference,  and  other  gentle  means  of 
perfuafion,  to  reclaim  them ;  and  to  report  their  dili- 
gence to  .the  commiflion,  whom  they  impowered,  if 
they  fbottld  fee  caufe,  to  take  all  proper  fteps  to  lift  the 
faid  eight  brethren  before  the  Afiembly  1 7  39.  Accord- 
ingly^ thcfe  eight  brethren  were  libelled  and  cited  ta 
the  laid  Affembly,  who  ^  compeared  before  then>  in 

the 
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.^e  c^pa^j^^of  %  conftitttte  judicatory ;  and,  inftead  of 
^fwcring  jto  their  libel,  they  by  their  Moderator  read 
an  aA  of  tjfieir  Court,  condemning  the  judicaKorie^of 
the  national  church  as  not  being  lawful  courts  of  Chriftf 
.and  declining  all  their  authority  and  jurifdiftioa^^ver 
th^m«  :  Ppon  which  they  withdrew,  and  attended  the 
\^flp;mbiy  no  more.  Whereupon  the  Aflembly  paftM 
aA  concerning  them;  declaring,  •«  That  for  their  de^U- 
nature,  contempt,  and  fchifmatical  courfes,  contrary  to 
their  vows,  and  for  the  many  groundlefs  and  cahtmni- 
OU8  reflections  which  they  have  caft  on  the  church  and 
her  judicatories,  they  dcferve  depoGtion  :  but  that  th^ 
refolvcd  to  forbear  them  another  year,  to  give  them 
further  time  to  bethink  themfelves,  and  return  to  their 
duty ;  s  auid  they  appointed  them  to  be  cited,  to  the  next 
Aflembly  1740.** 

Being  cited  accordingly,  and  not  compearing,,  the 
Aflembiy  J740  proceeded  to  depofc  the  whole  eight 
brethren.  But  there  having  been  debates  about  word- 
ing the  feritence,  and  diiFerent  fenfes  put  on  it,  we  muft 
look  to  the  words  themfclves;^  which  are,  *'  They  de- 
pofe  them  from  the  office  of  the  holy  miniftry,  prohi- 
biting them  to  exercife  the  fame  within  this  cbi^rch.f 
And  we  muft  fay,,  we  are  forryto  fee  a  fenrencc  of  this 
.fort  fo  ambiguous.  If  thcfe  words.  Within  this  Churchy 
be  connefted  with  the  word  Depofe^  as  wcU  a&  with. the 
vfotd  .Prohibitef  they  mean  no  more  but  that  they -dc- 
ppfe  them  from  being  miniiters  of  this  church ;  tnd 
many  who  voted  it  fay  they  meant  no  more ;  fo  that, 
in  this  fenfe,  the  fentence  is  only  a  loofing  of  their  re- 
lation from  the  national  church;  whiich  the  brctbrea 
themfelves  had  done  in  effeft,  by  their  feccflion  from 
hj^f,  by  th^ir  renouncing  all  her  authority  and  jurifdic- 
|jion,.and  refufmg  all  communion  with  any  of  her  mi- 
nifters.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  words,  Within 
this ,  Church,  be  not  connefted  with  the  word  Dfpo/e, 
then^the  Aflembly  meant  to  depofe  them  ftwpiiciter 
frpm  the  office  of  the  minillry  itfelf :  and  in  this  irnfc 
many  members  underftood  the  fentence ;  and  therefore 
a  good  many  voted  agaihlil  it,  and  diffdnted  from  it. 
Ilor.thougli  they  did  riot  apprdvc  of  their  wild  drvifive 
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pf»£tk€S,  yet  they  hit4  not  freedom' to  nnminftei:  t^m* 
fecii^^  they  looked  upon  tliem  ais  ^loos  orthodox  Prcf- 
bytcrian  miniftcrs,  wKo  had  been  ufeful  in  the  diurcb, 
and  mig:ht  ftiU  be  ufeful  m'  preaching;  ChriA  to  lo$ 
periCbing  finners*  Ay»d,  if  the  fentence  be  tafcc»  up  m 
this  fenfe,  we  join  with  thoie  who  teftified  agalnft  it;  in 
regard  v;e  think  the  world  cannot  eaiily  fparc  any  of 
thofe  4t].imfter9  who  are  up^iright  and  zeaFotts  iii  prcacbr 
ing  a  crucified  Jefus  to  fallen  men,  efpecially  at  ar  time 
when  Deifm  and  dry  moral  difcourfe?  are  like  to  thruft 
cut  true  Chriftianrty.  Neither  do  we  think  it  was  time 
for  the  church  to  proceed  to  cenfurc  the*  brethren,  till 
once  they  had  done  all  they  could  to  remove  the  eriJs 
and  redrefs  the- grievances  which  were. the  grounds  of 
their  feparation,  and  thereby  had-  made  them  incxcuf- 
able  in  their  fchifm  ;  which,  alas !  is  far  from  being 
done.  And  as  for  the  brethrcns  licenGng  of  preachers, 
winch  is  one  article  of  theiif  libel,  the  Aflcmbiy  and 
commiffion  might  prevent  that,  if  they  pleafed  to  oh-- 
ferve  our  good  rules^  and  particularly  the  14th  a£l  of 
Aflembly  1736  againft  intrufions;  feeing  it  is  mani« 
feft,  that,  by  every  new  intrufion  and  forced  fettlement 
which  they  make,  they  give  encouragement  to  the  bre- 
\  thren  to  cVeft  a  new. tent,  and  licenfe  a  new  preaqher  ; 

and,  till  fueh  time  as  they  fltall  ceafe  from  the  one, 
.  they  cannot  well  expecl  the  brethren  will  ceafe  from 

the  other.  And,  with  refpecl  to  feveral  other  parts 
and  Articles  of  their  libel,  we  think  them  too  general, 
and  no  ways  fo  particular,  nor  duly  laid,  as  ought  to  . 
have  been  in  a  procefs  of  this  kind  ;  and  fonie  of  the 
woft  material  things  charged  againft  the  brethren  are 
left  out. 

But  as.  we  cannot  juftit'y  the  Aflcmbly  in  theic'con- 
d\i£t,  fo  ncithc^r  can  we  vindicate  the  brethren  in  theirs* 
And  feeing  we  propofcrd  in  this  performance  to  give  a 
fair  and  irtipartial  teftimony  againft  the  defeSiona  and 
evils  of  the  time,  whether  upon  one  fide  or  another,  we 
(hall  briefly  mention  fome  of  our  feceding  brethrens  de- 
fc(?bions  and  ftrayings  from  the  good  old  paths ;  which 
•    they  have  been  led  into,  partly  by  their  owti  precijii-' 
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.t<mc.y  alSHl  nfii^ukle^' tsil,  end  f>af  tly  bjr  tlie  hts^dltrong 
buotouTS  0/ their  io\\o*»^tsi ;  Such  a^ 

^.  Th^r  A»t>prctedcated  feceflioii  which  they  have 
made  £fom  their  m^h^er  lUhurch,  and  the  Unifent^bic 
fchifm  thejr  have  l^e^uti  and  carried,  on  with  ib  much 
heat  and  uacharttahlefners^  witen  they  were  uiider  W3 
liteceffity  qf  goictg  int^o  ;^ny  finfiil  terms  of  communloiu 
and  Mrhen;  they  were  j  Dined  with  a  bwly  of  faithful 
iKtifii(bers  who'^itne{Iti<i  againft  the  evils  complaihed  of, 
as  Bellas  th^y,.  Our  hiftojiea  affure  m,  that  fuch  a 
fehifnvytical  coufle  is  (Sonfrary  to  what  was  the  the  ap- 
piroven  judgment  andpra^ice  of  out  reforaung  ancef. 
tors  for  above  tan  hundf<rd  years  aftei-  our  refoiraiatidti 
from  Popery,  though  fometiiT^cs  fheyliaU  greater  picoj^o- 
cation  to  it  than  our  f^c^ding  brethren  had. 
,  2.  They  both  feccded,  aad  coafttmted  thsmfelves  'in- 
to a  preibytery  for  the  eyerqife  of  difci^iiK  and  govern- 
mcftt  through  the  whole  national  ohurqh,  without  evdr 
confulting  with  their  brethren  and  fathers  in  it^  whom 
they  then  owned  to  be  a  numerous  body  of  faithfiil 
minifters  :  though  they  qould  not'  btit  forefee  that  the 
iaid  body  of  raiiiifters,  with  their  flocks,  would  be  much 
^fie£):ed|  nay  diftrefled,  (haken,  perplexed,  and  rent,  by 
fuch  fingular  and  extraordinary  fteps  as,rhcy  were  tak-- 

3.  Their  irrevcrend  and.  diirefpefiful  carnage  to- 
wards their  mother  church,  to  whom  they  h-idTolemu- 
ly  vowed  fubmiilion  ;  as.  appears, in  their  Dedhiatan^ 
wherein  they  difown  all  her  authority  and  jurifdiaiou . 
over  them,  and  pronounced  judicially  a  fcntencs  of 
their  newly  crefted  prefbyC^ry  agiinft  the  General 
Aeifmbly,  and  all  the  other  judicatories  of  the  cliurcli». 
Finding  and  D£CLARiNG  that  they  are  not  iawiful 
courts  of  Chrift;  which  fentcnce  they  prefumed  fornaaf- 
Jy  to.  intimate  in  face  of  the  General  Aflombly  by  their 
moderator,  before  many  wilftefles.  May  j 7th  1739. 
They  ought  to  have  remembered,  that  the  laws  both  of 
God  and  man  do  highly  ref^nt  chjldrens  beating,  cuf- 
fing or  maltreating  their  mother^  even  when  (be  is 
fomewhat;  fevere  and  out  of  her  duty  to  them  ;  and 
Ihat  it  is  neceffdry  that  zeal  (hould  be  attended  with 
.  \  flicekaefs. 
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meclcncff,  courteoufnefs,  and  humblenef^  of  mincK. 
Surely  fuch  a  declinature,  and  fuch  a  fentence  as  theira, 
would  feem  to  import  no  lefs  than  the  unchurching  the 
the  whole  church,  :nd  unminiftering  her  whole  minif- 
try,  faithful  body  and  all,  as  if  they  M^cre  all  given  up 
to  feme  drr  adful  apoftafy  or  fundamental  errors.  Now, 
we  are  prctfy  fure  there  are  few  judicious  orthodox  di- 
vines in  tl^e  world  that  will  adventure  to  unchurch  the 
church  of  Scotland,  or  declare  her  no  church  of  Chrift, 
for  all  the  faints  (he  hath.  They  have  owned  others 
as  the  churches  of  Chrift',  who  have  been  as  corrupt  as 
flie,  if  not  more.  Nay,  the  glorious  Head  of  the  church, 
the  beft  Judge,  hath  owned  fome  no  lefs  corrupt,  aS 
gcldefi  candiefiicks^  walked  in  them,  and  held  communion 
with  thesn ;  fuch  as  the  church  of  Corinth,  fome  of  the 
churches  of  Af]a>  G^latia  and  other  places.  And  is  it 
thank-worthy  in  any  of  the  members  to  outrun  the 
Head,  or  to  be  more  forward  to  unchurch  his  churches, 
or  to  unminifter  his  miuillers,  than  he  himfelf  inclines 
to  be. 

4.  We  cannot  juftify  the  brethi^  in  refufing  to  re- 
turn to  aiFifttheie  whom  they  ow%d  to  be  a  body  of 
faithful  minifters,  to  promote  a  work  of  reformation  \ 
when  by  a  furprifmg  providence  they  had  got  the  upper- 
^  hand' in  the  Aflembly  1734,  and  were  doing  all  they 
could  to  remove  the  evils  they  complained  of,  and  had 
got  the  door  opened  for  them,  and  the  aft  1732  repeal- 
ed, which  was  the  great  occafion  ojf  their  protefting  and 
feccding;  and  were  moft  willing  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  fatisfy  them  and  all  the  friends  of  re* 
formation.  But  after  they  had  continued  for  two  or 
three  years  to  ilruggle  even  above  their  flrength,  and 
thereby  had  got  many  good  things  done»  flill-  hoping 
their  brethren  would  return  to  Uieir  afliflancs ;  they 
were  grievoufly  difcoiiraged  when  they  faw  them  ftiU 
bent  upon  their  begun  fchifm,  fo  as  to  fet  at  nought  all 
they  had  been  doing,  and  mifcon(lru£t  their  moit  ho- 
neft  deGgns ;  yea,  they  were  at  length  fo  difiieartened 
by  their  meafures,  that  many  of  them  gave  over  tra- 
velling, and  attending  the  AfTemblieSi  who  thereupon, 
alas  !  fpon^  returned  to  their  old  bias.  '  So  that  it  is 
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itt^iiifeit^^lwiihietts  wilfiilfitffi^lM  their  diyidtifg^Wvf^ 
pv6«ftopt»^  begun  aatioml  ralovmation,  ^icK  If 
tbrjr  haubfavoikvd  and  ftrufik  ibwilli,  migkr  h^Ve  btrisnT 
^idvattced  irery  {iair  through  tho  bkfling  of  God;  and 
ttanjr  difinal  cflfufeqticnbca  of  their  t  hifm  pr«ve#itei 

•5<.'Wc<  AMiift  dkhppxyire  the  bftie^ren  in  iectdiHtg  not 
OR^  froof  the  church,  btrt  alio  fbm  theb  old  Chrifttati 
temper  mddtfpofitbn)  and  from  that  r^yal  law  of  love 
and  charity  which  they  once  preached  up :  tbU  appears 
ioTtfateir  esdttding  ftom  the  room  they  imci  had-  in 
disiirrcharity*  and  commamon^  edi  thclif  old  friendsrandi 
acqmttxtancesy  though  nevet  fa  (hund  aitct  ptdu^,  ot 
wUiingca  fpeiid  or  be  fpeiit  Ibr  Ghrift  aiid  fotth;  i^ 
^tus/f  hsuf^' tim  light  to  fecede  aiid- join  mfith  thtm. 
Whatever  eftoent  of  then»  they  had  befere^^  thef  rtrnfl: 
now  no  Idnger  e«n'^?oy  theni/  hear  themv  nor  preach 
for  theiM^r  Now,  why  iboilld  they  treat  tHe  body  of 
MtMut  itibtftef  9,  tbef  erne  took  (Wl^irt  coUTtrei  with^ 
jas  if  they  tvet^sgrofti  apoftates,  <whenit  is  notcnit  they 
continue  the  Ycry  fame  rocn  they  were  before,  whcri 
the  bretbreii  1^  iHth  them  i|i  juKiTeaito#ie^?^They  ftiil 
i^ilffieA  anii  eonieti^  f»r  rrforrtiitiOn  piinciple^.  as  well 
as^tfaey;  they  gi?e  ttftimohy  Kgaihft:  Iketifing  oy  otw 
daioif^  (Oli^i^t  mef^y  and  ag4inft:afi  errors  and  intra- 
ficmt\  againft  countefianctng' patronages,  and*  acceptf- 
mg  pieifetttatftbris  v  agaifift  all' enctoachitlents  trtiziic  ^p- 
on  th^  ri|^t4  6f  Ihe  eharch  attd^  Chrifthn  peopl:e,  ind 
upl^  tW^eadSil^  of  Chrift  6t^ftht  church;  agaihflf  ; 
the*|»ttiicbij|f'ixp^a.forrof  Heatheti  nidrality,  airid  tfad 
iiegt^  ef'the  true  preaching  of  Chrift  arid  gofpel 
hollnefti  &d*  Now^  whatihuft  be  the  reafoo  for  the 
brethren^ foparating  and  departing  fromthek  <yd'frie^di^/ 
EB  if  diey^  were  become  Papille  oe  Mahometan^  t  Is  it 
a  good  reafdti,  b^caufe  ihey  continue  to  vritneti  agairiii: 
the^v4lB  ^  the  tinie  in  the  jadicatories  as  they  did  be« 
fore^  and  iidt  ta  conjundion  with  thd  eight  feeders  ?  ' 
Why  muft  it  now  becotne  fneh  a  deadly  fiii  fe^r  worthjr 
tne^  to  ^  with  Jofeph  and  Ntcodemut)  to  backfiiding 
jttdit^oriesi  to  ptead  with  their  mother,^  to  teftify  a« 
gaitift  i2drruptio2|^  to  do^  all  they  can  to  hold  odt  Kngr 
lilh  prelacy  and  cereinoaieil,  and  maintain  the  nationat '  ' 
Vet.  IV  J  M  eftabliihwcnt 
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cftabliflimcnt  of  prefbytcry,  and  a  found  Confcflion  of 
I'aith,  and  to  ftrivc  to  do  all  the  good  in  their  power, 
mrhile  waiting  for  bettor  timcs^  when  God  will  open 
the  eyes  of  men  to  fee  the  evil  of  >  their  ways  ?  Now, 
when  honeft  men  think  thefe  ends  ntay  be  better  an« 
fwered  by  going  to  judicatories  than  by  joining  a  few 
feccders,  ought  not  their  brethren  to  forbear  them,  and 
allow  them  the  fame  place  in  their  charit]^  and  com* 
munion  they  had  before  ? 

6-  W.e  carniot  approve  of  their  marking  fo  narrowly 
the  failings,  miftakes,  and  wrong  fleps  of  their  fincere 
godly  brethren,  as  they  do;  and,  inftead  of  covering 
and  forgiving  their  weaknefTes  (as  Chrift  injoins)  ag« 
gravating  and .  magnifying  them  fo»  as  to  make  every 
miftakc  a  dangerous  error  and  defedion  ;  and  not  only 
doing  this  in  private  converfation,  but  going  to  the 
pulpit,  and  proclaiming  them  at  tiines  of  greateft  con- 
courfe,  fuch  as  facrament  occafions,  which  fhouid  be 
feafls  of  love  and  charity  among  Chriftians,  and  not 
engines  of  ftrife  and  debate.  Such  an  uncharitaUe 
courfe  we  judge  the  ready  way  to  mar  the  tifefulnefs 
of  many  of  Chrift's  faithful  fervants  in  his  vineyard^ 
tending  both  to  break  their  miniftry,  and  bre^k  their 
hearts  at  once ;  to  fcatter  their  poor  flocks,  and  db 
great  harm  to  many  precious  fouls. 

,).  Likewife  we  muft  witncfs  againft  their  exciting 
and  ftirring  up  poor  people  plainly  and  dire£l;ly  to  leave 
their  godly  paftors^  by  whom  many  of  them  have  been 
brought  to  Chrift  j  and  doing  fo  at  the  very  time  while 
they  are  feeding  and  profiting  under  their  miniftry  % 
and  for  no  other  reafoh  but  becaufe  thefe  minifters 
have  not  freedom  to  join  in  their,  feceflion  and  tefti^ 
mony,  &:c.  yea^  perfuading  the  people  to  leave  thefe, 
and  come  to  them,  as  they  would  not  fall  under  the 
curfe  of  Meroz,  &c.  and  doing  this  both  when  they 
preach  at  home,  and  >\hen  they  invade  tlie  parilhes  of 
others  abroad*  We  cannot  but  teftify  againft  fuch 
fiock-fcattering  dodrine  and  pradices,  as  moft  iinful } 
and  judge  it  to  be  a  counterfeiting  of  our  Lord's  words, 
•*  He  that  defpifeth  you  defpifeth  mc^  and  alfo  great 
cruelty  to  go  and  pluck  weak  children  irom  the  beafts, 
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>vrhile  fucking  ftrcngth  and  nourifliment  from  pure  or- 
dinances, and  to  tell  them  (as  fcccdcrs  do),  that  fomc 
few  occafional  fn^als,  like  their  itinerant  fermons, 
will  be  better  for  them^  though  perhaps  they  are 
not  fo  good. as  their  daily  fare.  This  do£trine  tenda 
to  ruin  fouls,  by  foftering  ignorance,  error,  infi- 
delity, loofenefs,  carnality^  worldlinefs.  Sabbath- break- 
ing,* and  all  forts  of  profanity  through  the  land  \ 
for  thus  many  thoufands  of  ignorant  Chriftlefs  fouls, 
if  they  obey  them,  muft  fit  at  home  on  the  Lord's  day, 
and  live  without  the  gofpel,  except  when  they  get  a 
tranfient  fermon  of  this  kind  now  and  then  from  si 
'  feceder. 

8.  We  muft  alfo  bear  witnefs  againft  the  brethren, 
their  narrowing  the  terms  both  of  minifterial  and  Chrif- 
tian  communion,  fo  as  no  reformed  church  ever  did.  x. 
As  to  minifterial,  they  have  eome  the  length  to  refufe 
communion  with  the  moft  ftri£t  and  holy  minifter  in 
Scotland,  if  he  do  not  fecede  and  approve  of  their  long 
a^  and  teftimony,  notwithftanding  of  the  many  vifible 
blemilhes  that  are '  in  it.  And  this  they  do  in  con- 
tradiction to  their  proteftation  ^at  their  fir  ft  feceffion* 
Nov.  16.  1733,  by  .which  they  profefs  ftill  to  hold 
communion  with  all  true  Prefbyterians,  who  groan 
under  the  evils  of  the  time,  and  wreftle  againft  them : 
and  again,  they  fay  the  fame  in  their  firft  teftimony, 
page  95.  But  they  continued  (hort  while  in  that  mode- 
rate difpofition;  for  they  foon  came  to  refufe  com- 
munion  with  all  minifters  but  thtfe  of  their  own 
prefbytery.  2.  As  to  Chriftian  communion,  they  go 
a  prodigious  length  in  excommunicating  from  the 
Lord's  table  all  who  hear  or  communicate  with  any 
other  minifters,  although  thefe  minifters  might  poflibly 
be  the  inftroments  of  their  converfion,  and  fignally 
bleiTed  to  them ;  and  men  upon  whom  they  can  charge 
no  deftSlon  or  fault,  but  their  not  feceding  from  the 
church,  and  acceding  to  their  long  teftimony  in  all 
points.  Surely,  for  men  to  prefer ihe  fach  new  terms 
of  communion  to  God's  children  before  they  can  get 
their  bread^  terms  not  appointed  by  the  Head,  is  both 
to  incroach  np^n  the  headOiip  oJF  Jefus  Chrifti  and 
3  M  2      '  break 
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break    in  i]p<m  that  article  of  our  Cited,  Th§  io^ 

9.  We  muft  rrg^et  their  caftiiig  'flanders  ori  their 
^ortVy  ancf^ftors  arid  en  their  mother -chuteh,  m  their 
j/tB  an  J  "J^nnotry^  aind  other  papbrs  eiftitted  or  adopted 
by  them  ;  particiilarly  by  aHedging,  that  the  AiTemblj^ 
169c  (which  confiftcd -©f  many  canitRm^  lind  ol4 
iu  rerer<^)  *^  knade  rno  particalar  aokfiowledgment  ol 
the  bacfeflidincG  of  the  land  under  prekcy  ;  and  thai 
they  declared  the  perfidious  prelates  were^  not  to  hit 
depofed  for  their  treacherous  defeSftions :  That  the 
parliament  whkh  met  at  tha%  time  impofed  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  to  exclude  the  oath  of  the  coTenant  x 
That  Prrfcflbr  Simfon  ilnd  Profeffdr  Campbdl's  errors,  . 
and  thefe  fa^murcd  by  the  AiTetnbly's  Shorter  Gate* 
chtfm  rerifedi  have  orerfpread  this  church  like  a  flood : 
That  the  judicatories  hare  overti;trned  the  fbunda^na 
of  the  do£l;ritte  and  government  of  Chrift's  chttivh  i 
That  tihey  have  fubverted  both  her  doi&rine  aid  wofi^ 
fhip  :  That  they  hare  done  what  in  them  lay  to  pdl 
the  crown  off  Chrift's  heiid  :  That  they  have  refvfed 
to  give  him  the  glory  of  his  fupremc  Deity,  and  in* 
vohred  themfelves  in  denying  the  Son  cf  God,  whtdh 
ss  one  fpecial  mark  of  Antichrift  :  they  have  made 
finful  terms  of  comtnnnion*  &c*  For  all  which  fee 
Teftiroony,  firft  Edit^  Pages  51,  55,  59,  roj,  109,  i44t 
144»  MS«  i^'S*  beiide«  others  of  their  papers.  Thefe 
are  but  a  fwatch  of  the  many  falfe  ^{^(ions  contained 
in  their  writings  btfides  thofe  which  they  daily  caft 
fipori  their  brethren  in  their  fermons.  A>as  !  that  bre* 
thren,  who  are  concerned  for  the  faose  Igofpel  intereftt 
(hould  t^ke  (och  methods  to  flander  their  own  «h> 
ther's  fons,  to  difcredit  their  perfons  and  blaft  their 
ininiftry ;  efpeciably  when  God  is  •  pleafed  to  coon* 
tenance  feverals  of  them  remafkably  in  their  w^rk. 
There  are  indeed  many  evils  in  the  national  church  \ 
but  it  is  fmful  to  calummisete  her,  and  make  her  'de- 
fections greater  than  they  are. 

But  not  withibtncling  of  all  thefe  extravagant  fteps 
^n^  accufations  of  onr  fiKcding  brethren,  occaTioned 
ihrpugh  their  intcniptrate  party  ^eal,  we  ftill  have  ac^ 
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fard  10  fereral  of  tfaem,  as  good  men  upon  the  mstkif 
and  ufeful  preachers  of  a  ofucrfied  Jefas  5  and  upon 
that  account  we  w\(ti  w^il  to  them  ;  not  doabtinfsr  but 
thcj  hafvc  as  good  title  to  GUI'  charity  as  the  Donatifts 
and  Novariahs  of  old,  anJ  the  &rouni:fts  aa*)  M'MHia* 
nitbsof  later  years.  And  we  pray  God  to  incline  their 
hearts  to  unite  with  dther  godly  mini  tiers. 

As  we  ha?e  thus  csKfeavoured  to  give  our  fmpaitial 
teftimoriy  againft  the  defeftions  and  wrong  fteps  of 
the  national  chutch,  and  likcwife  of  thefe  who  hare 
of  late  feparated  from  her ;  fo  we  do  alfo  bear  our 
teftimony  againft  the  defeftions  of  Ac  Eptfoopri  clergy 
in  meetiog-iioures  through  Scotland.  Ah,  how  wo- 
fuiiy  have  they  degenerated  from  the  principles  ^nd 
practice  of  their  facher&!  Of  old  chcir  fathet^s  did  »ot 
diflFer  nnich  from  the  eftabliihed  church-^governmefit, 
their  dodirine  and  worihip  being  very  much  the  fame  : 
but  now  they  are  generally  faid  to  be  A.rmiman  and 
erroneous  in  their  do6lrine«  And  upon  our  incbrpo* 
rating  union  with  England,  and  the  Toleration  m 
<7iat  they  changed  their  way  of  worfhip^  and  leU  in 
with  the  'lEnglifli  fcrvioe  and  ceremonies,  which  their 
fathers  would  »cvcr  receive,  ^tid  which'  many  Prefby- 
terian  writers  have  refuted  to  eioellent  purpofe.  Tho* 
AiB  was  a  very  ^rcat  and  remarkable  change  in  the 
Scots  Epifcopal  clergy,  yet  now  it  appears  to  have  been 
introdu6kiv«  to  a  greater  :  for,  being  ftrongly  attached 
to  Jacobite  principles  and  a  popifh  Pretender,  they 
were  thereby  induced  to  entertain  favourable  thoughts 
t>f  other  Popiih  fuperftitions  and  errors,  which  at 
jef»gth  many  of  them  began  to  vent  and  Aand  up  for : 
fuch  as,  A  middle  ftate  for  fouls  after  deaith,  and, 
prayers  for  the  dead :  The  mating  the  facrarnent  of 
-the  L6rd's  fuppcr  a  proper  facrifice  or  propitiatory 
oblation  for  fin,  and  ^mixin^  the  faoramemal  wine  with 
water :  Pleading  -for  the  ncoeiBty  of  abfolutioii  by  a 
^ieft,  and  coiifeflion  of  fins  to  him,  in  order  to  rhe 
"forgivenefs  of  fin  :  The  anointing  with  oil  in  bap- 
^fm  and  other  cafes-:  The  nccelBty  of  Epifcopal  or- 
•diTiation  afid  baptifm  to  falvation :  And  the  praftic^ 
f0i  bowiBg  towards  the  altar,  «nd  at -the  name  of  Jefus, 
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with  o.thcr  Popiflh  praftlccs^  for  which ,  tliey  have  no 
foundation  nor  warrant  in  the  Bible,  but  to  the  contrary. 

.  Wherefore  they  do  not  rouch  encourage  their  people 
to  read  the  Scriptures,  unlefs  it  be  with  fuch  com- 
ir.entaries  as  they  recommed  to  then;i  ;  telling  them; 
that'  they  muft  only  receive  the  fenfc  and  meaning 
of  the  Scriptures  from  the  church  or  clergy,  and  they 
muft  have  a  fpecial  reeard  to  ancient  liturgies,  fathers, 
councils,  traditions,  &c.  And,  becaufe  the  Englifh 
prayer  book  doth  not  favour  fome  of  their  new  uf** 
ages,  they  would  have  fome  places  of  it  altered,  or  a 
new  liturgy  compofed.  In  the  prayers  for  the  church, 
they  leave  out  the  words  in  the  EngUfli  Liturgy,  Church 
militant  here  in  c^rth,  to  favour  prayers  for  the  dead  ^ 
and  alfo  they  begin  to  favour  the  Arians,  by  paffing  o- 
ver  the  Athanafian  Creed  in  their  public  worlhip. 
Thefe  innovations  have  occaGoned  in  feveral  places  very 
great  divifions  both  among  the  clergy  and  people  :  but 
ftill  the  innovating  clergy  gain  ground  againft  thofe 
who  arc  more  orthodox :  ^nd  when  they  find  people 
offended,  or  ready  to  leave  them,  upon  apcount  of  their 
innovations,  they  either  deny  them,  or  artfully  palliate 
them,  until  they  get  the  people  (who  are  but  too  trad- 
able) reconciled  to  them  j  and  thus  they  are  gradually 
drawing  nearer  to  the  fuperftitions  and  idolatry  of 
Rome  from  time  to  time.  Yea,  fome  of  them  begin 
to  preface  and  recom.mend  Popifti  books,  which  con- 
tain devotions  and  prayers  to  the  virgin  Mary,  and  to 
the  faints,, befides  other  errors.  May  the  Lord  flop 
their  career,  and  preferve  the  land  from  an  inundar 
tion  of  Popery,  that  Aniichriftian,  tyrannical,  bloody, 
bhfphemousi  idolatrous  and  damnable  religion  ! 

In  fuch  a  time  of  general  defeftion  and  degeneracy 
in  this  and  other  churches,  when  infidelity,  error,  fu* 
perftition,  liikewarmnefs,  deadnefs,  carnality,  profanc- 
jiefs,  fchifm  and  divifions  were  on  the  grogving  hand; 
-what  might  have  been  expefted  from  a  holy  and  jult 
God,  tl.ius  dreadfully  provoked,  but  that  he  would  re* 

'  move  our  candleftick  out  of  its  place,  or  come  againft 
us  with  fome  dtfolating  judgment  i  But,  behold  !  in^ 
{lead  thereof,  God  is  plc^fed  to  glorify  his  fovereign 

mercy 


A  fair  cfid  Impartial  TejUMhp  ^  4jt 

tficrcy  and  free  grace  in  pitying  his  fotlpm  remnant^ 
and  to  arifc  and  maintain  his  own  caufe,  by  pouring 
out  his  Spirit  fronv  on  high  in  fcveral  parts,  to  renew 
the  decayed  face  of  the  earth.  Amazingr  goodncfs! 
when  the  enemy  was  coming  in  as  an  overfiowing  floods 
and  God  in  juftice  might  have  given  us  all  up  for  a 
jyrey  to  him*  the  Spirit  of  God  was  pleafed  to.  lift  up  a 
ftandard  againft  him  \n  a  very  furprifing  manner,  for  - 
reviving  his  own  work  in  many  places  through  the 
worldi  and  in  this  land  in  particular.^ 

in  or  about  the  years  1732  or  1733,  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  the  people  of  Sak2- 
burg  in  Germany,  who  were  living  in  Popifti  darknefs^ 
in  a  moft  uncommon  manner ;  fo  that  above  twenty 
thoufand  of  them,  merely  by  reading  the  Bible,  which 
they  made  a  ihift  to  get  in  their  own  language,  were 
determined  to  throw  off  Popery,  and  embrace  the  re- 
formed religion  ;  yea,  and  to  become  fo  very  zealous 
for  the  troth  and  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift^  as  to  be  wH* 
ling  to  fuffer  the  lofs  of  all  things  in  the  world,  and 
^Gtuzlly  to  forfake  their  houfes,  land6,^oods,  and  rela« 
tions,  that  they  might  enjoy  the  pure  preaching  of  the 
gojTpel.  And  O  with  what  earneftnefs  and  tears  in  their 
eyes  did  they  befeech  Proteftant  minifters  to  preach  to 
them  in  the  places  where  they  (when  baniflied  from 
their  own  country)  came  in  different  bodies !  For  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  ftir  up  Proteftant  princes  and  ftates 
to  receive  them,  and  provide  for  them,  in  many  dif- 
ferent place*;- 

Near  to  the  fame  time^  or  about  the  year  1735  or 
1736,  the  Lord  poured  put  his  Spirit  on  many  in  Mo« 
ravia,  another  country  in  Germany,  to  enlighten^them 
in  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  infpire  them  with 
extraordinary  zeal  to  propagate  it  to  others  ^  infomuch 
that  Count  Zin2endort  biihop  of  the  Moravian  church 
hath  fent  forth  his  miflionaries  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
not  only  in  Germany  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  but 
in  many  places  of  the  Heathen  world,  where  they  call 
the  Indians,  the  Negroes,  the  Hottentots  and  Green- 
landers,  to  the  knowledge  of  a  crucified  Chrift  i  and  wc 
are  told  of  the  great  fuccefs  of  their  miniftry :  and  the 
'  Count 
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Ctsmtit  hhnfeir  ^trnvels  and  ptcftehet  ftt  ^ty  many  iKiL 
fmnt  and'  remote  places ;  thwi^h  It  isr  mt^tter  of  "re- 
gret to  hear  t?hat  thefe  2eAldu8  pwachew  oPChrifi  are 
taiifiDed  with  fcTefal  erxcjts  ranti  fa  rndfefd  Wetc  ft vdral 
•f  our  rtform*r!«  at  fh^  firft^  May  the  Lo^d  purge  thcrrt 
fewiti  all  enorwhatfoet^r. 

Likcwife?,  abcHit  the  year  ^736*  titers  wa«  a  mkrvef-p 
ou«  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  people  6f  Nor- 
fhcKnpton  tii'  Nevr  Enpjhnd,  and  neighbouring  pTaces^ 
wliere  God  difplaycd  the  rithes  of  his  grace,  and  the 
power  of  hi^  Spirtr>  in  the  wondcrftil  converfion  of  fc- 
rdi^ai  hundreds  irt  a  flioTt  tim«,  under  the  mhiiftry  of 
Mr  Jonathan  Edwards  and  others  there.  O  how  glori- 
ous w>6  tfcat  work  !  as  appears  by  flie  narrative  then 
fmbiiAiod  oif  it. 

M  tho  fa«n^  v€ry  tiMe  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  raife 
wpand^qtwrttfy  a  number  of  ftudents  at  the  coHcge  of 
Oxford,  in  our  netjghboarnation  of  England,  to  be  in- 
ftrumertts  of  much  good,  ailthoughnot  altogether  pur- 
ged from  At  eorruptidtts  of  that  land.  '  They  joined 
hi  a  religious  fociety)  wherem  they  agreed  upon  certain 
methods  and  rofeb  feir  fpending  their  tii^Ye  in  fadings 
^rftyittgyeommunieatinfg,  vi^ting  the  fick  and  the  pri- 
fonersi  inftruftiflg  the  ignoratit,  &c.  and  ft*ncc  mey 
were  called  M^thodifts.  And^  being  aft^wards  or- 
dained .to  the  miniffry^  tJiey  preached  with  great 
warmth,  chufutg  fubjeds  very  much  ncgleftW  in  that 
churchy  fech  as  the  dodrmc  of  prace,  of  juftificatJon 
by  faith  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  of  original  fin 
and  the  cormiption  of  our  nature,  of  the  nature  and  fie- 
ceffity  of  regeneration^  and  the  new  birth,  Stc^  Thefe 
dodrints  being  new,  Aey  were  much  admired' and  fol- 
lowed wherever  they  pteaehcd  :  they  ufed  Mfo  a  good 
dea*!  of  fre^om  in  fpeaking  againft.  the  lobfe'and  ne- 
gligent clergy,  for  which  they  were  at  length  denied 
the  ufe  of  churches ;  wf.ereupon  they  went  and  preach* 
ed  in  the  fields,  in  bouies,  and  whtjrerer  they  might 
have  accefs,  colle£iing  mchey  for  crcfting*  fchobis,  hof- 
{vitals,  and  other  pious  ufes  ;  travelling  to  many  places, 
and  preaching  every  day,  and  feveral  times  in  one  day, 
haying  many  thottfarnds  to  htiir  them>  in  London,  Brif- 
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tbl,  GrlonbeA^r,  through  Wales,  tfnd  ^erj  many  places 
in  Er^Uind.  Many  c?  their  heaters  were  brbught  un^ 
dcr  great  impreffions,  ihediing  tears;  and  crying  wxt, 
^^  Wbacfiiall  we^doto  be  faved?''  And  great  chatty 
ges  ivrere  made  upc/a  very  profligate  p^rfonsi  and  up^* 
on  federals  who  went  to  feoff  and  ridienle  them* 
Alfo  many  of  the  clergy  weie  quickened  to  thetr  work 
by  them. 

In  the  year  174P,  Mr  Whttefietd^  one  dl  the 
forefaid  Method|fts,  went  to  New  England^  and  Mr 
Gilbert  Tennent  after  him,  where  tb«y  preached 
fome  nnonths  two  or  three  times  every  day*  with: 
fmgtdar  and  extraordinary  fuccefs,  the  peopk  be-* 
ing  greatly  awakened,  efpecially  by  Mr  Tenoent'a 
preaching }  fo  that  there  followed  a  remarkable  change 
upon  their  lives,  and  a  wonderful  revbal  and  ap- 
pearance of  religion  through  M  that  country  for  fe- 
veral  years.  The  likis  alfb  watf  very  obfervable  in  Pen. 
fyhrania,  and  the  Jerfeys,  about  the/ame  time.  It  is  to 
be  regreted,  that  the  wotk  began  to  be  much  clouded 
by  fome  zealous  but  imprudent  minifters,  and  a  fet  of 
illiterate  exhorters,  who  went  through  the  country 
preaching  and  venting  enorsy  and  fometimes  very  ra(h 
cenfures  againft  their  brethren,  and  fome  of  them  pre- 
tending. |o  vtfions,  prophecy,  and  great  attainments, 
arid  running  into  fevetal  extravagancies;  upon  which 
account  fome  have  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  whole 
work  as  Efrthufiq/'m  and  Delufian,  9ut  it  being  Satan'^ 
ordinary  way,  when  he  fees  Chrift's  kingdom  advancing, 
in  a  place,  to  exert  himfelf  to  bring  a  reproach  upon 
religion,  by  leading  fome  zealous  profeflbrs  into  errors 
and  diforders;  this  can  prove  no  more  againft  the 
work  in  general,  than  the  delufions  of  the  Anabaptifts 
and  Fiftl^monarchy*men  did  againft  the  reformation. 
.  But  thefe  clouds  did  not  long  continue. 

Likewife  in  the  year  1749  and  afterwards,  in  Scot- 
land, even  amidft  our  backflidings  and  divifions,  in 
fome  parts  promifing  tokens  began  to  appeal  of  a  re- 
vival of  Chriftianity :  for,  in  Edinburgh  and  eifewhere, 
fome  new  praying  fdicieties  were  fet  up,  and  Aindry 
ftttdents  did  aflbciate  with  tkemi  winch  gave  hopes  of 

Vol.  IV.  3N  a 


474  4hki^  (ini  L^rjMiTH$iftifi^.> 

a  iuf  ther  rcviymg  j  and  ^fbl:  tISs.  ioaflf -prayartr  wer^*  pitt 
Up  throitj^h  t^. bndy  and  that  a  gOQd. time  before  Mr 
"WWteficld -cdme  ta. Scotland,,  whiph. was  ia  the.  end  of 
July  1741,  whcjfe  he  .abode  fofne^iim^^  and  pTcaciicd 
many  awakening  fejpmom  in  Edtnbilfghj  Giafgow  and 
other  places.:       .  •  .    ,       . 

In  Cambttflang,  a  fmall  pafifli  fcHlf  miIe$Jrom  Glaf- 
gow,  there  were  feveral  praying  focieties,  who  fpenfc 
much  time  in  prayers  and  wreftling  with  God  {efpecial. 
ly  in  Febr.  1742)  that  he  might  pity  them. and  the 
whole  4and,  and  pour  out. his  Spirit  upon  them,  as  on 
other  places.  And  the  reverend  Mr  William  M*Cul- 
loch  their  minifter,  who  frequently  met, with  them» 
having,  at  their  defire  {joined, with  others  in.  the  pariCb) 
fet  up  a  weekly  fe'imon  upon  Thiirfjay  a,  little  bejfor.es 
and  preaching, cljofti^  tothem  upon.tbe^ nature  and? ne- 
ceffity  of  regesneration  j  it  pleafed  the  Lord,  that,  upon 
Thurfday  tbe  i  8th of  Eebv  I542>  the.  holy  Spirit  fo 
WTougjht  upon  his  heaffers,  that  kbout  fifty  of  them, 
with  ttiany  attending  them,  came  into  his  houfe,  under 

.  alarming  apprehenfions  about,  the  liate  of.  their  fouls, 
<iryiBg**<  Vijhat  (hall  we  do »torbe fayed ?".  The  mini- 
fter,  being  much  .afib£iod  with  their  ca^,  fp^t  sdl  that 
day  and  night  with  them,  either  feparately  or,  together, 
in  exhort^atiofis^indruQiooajprayexSyand  (ii>gingpfalma> 

'  bdn^-affifted  in  the  work  by  fome  preachers  and  ejders. 
And^  theafwakened  and  wounded  people  da^yincreailng, 
he  wa^r  obhged  to  preach  to  and  .converfe  with  them 

.  every  day  for^agreatvinany  w«eks  tlKr«?aftpr;.t|;ie. peo- 
ple fiyingraU  ithc  re<?ms  of  his  houfe  after  fermon,  and 
ccntifiuiHg  in  |>ray6r  and  finging  plaln^s.ia  different 
companies  till  near  midnight..^  Maoy  miniAers  came 
frotn  other  places  to  MriM*Culloch!8  afliilapce,  with 

.  Qiultitudes  of  people  10  hear  the  words  ^9^  to  be  wit* 
ncffcs  of  that  very  uncommon  work  »  and; tberie  many 
of  thrnn  felt  th^  power  of  the  woid,  and  /)went  home 
with  the  arrows  of  God  fticking  in  their  ;he^rts;  and 
great  itumberd  of  thefeoonvi^iced  poQpler.attaiited  alfo 
to  a  fair  appearance  of  a  bt>peful  ourg]<ite  i. having  their 
minds  61ied  with  p^ace  and  joy  in  bolteying*  This  was 
a  wonderful  time  at  Cambvfiangforrm^y.monxfas  in 

•the 
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Arryiitt'l 74*2;  ^ind'tl^  iSea&nt fiukipf  4tH?(wuin*wdc 
to^  appear  bmh  in  thiit  and  die  f^k^wing  ^e^««  ia^ 
Soninftcr  f»nie  year,  viz.  174^^  the  work be^ata Ji>  fpresid^ 
arid  appear  rem aricftbiy  in  Kiifytii,  Cabteri'KiilliniUio^^ 

^  Can  pfie/Combetnauidi  Gargniiiiock;  Ualderjhocki  Mu^ 
thjl*  and-«iany  other,  paritlues  ;  ajjd  r^ea^io;  Edinbiirgllfe 
and  Gkfji^bw  there  was  a  confidierabi.  rtvival  m^  r€li|;ion* 
In  May  1747  th)PTe- was  pabHfheci  a-natrartive'  pf  .^h^ 
work  fifCanr.'bufl.'j'g^,  attelicd  by  niwy ;  and-^foon  ja.ft^ 
"'another  n4T<"ative  ii  dier.work  at.Kitfyth  and.perilhe$ 
pboizt  it,  co»t}Diicid  in?difieret>tpart8y  ^d  p^biil^^  i\^^ 
tinic  to  time  b!y  thpe*  reverend  Mr  Jaioe^  liol)e?r"  ;T^§fe 
narrratiires,  being  well  ^^tteited,  were  fj^retd  and  f^pH^t* 
«d  in  *Aii)ericaaDd'di£ErreDt'pl^e$<o£ii;hQv>voild<$  ,they 
\«rtTe.tranflated  into  Dutch, ^and  had  {evcTitlieditrpn^ip 
Hblhnd^ -and  were  weil  received  by  the-mm^iters  :^i\4 
divines  there.       .  :../;• 

Thc^work  indeed  was  vcryrfur^fing  attd  estf^prti- 
nary,  nYtich  refembling  that  w^idi  M^asinrb^  lail  jsWr 
•tury  at  8tewariown,.  Irvine*  iirk/of  ^!mtsi*ai\<i  ot^r 
ipiategy  in  the  years  tC^lS"*  1^26,  and.  ftyerattKye^tfi 
after,  though  in.  a  vesy  .difmalbackfiiding^  time^j^i  »{ui 
that  work  in  Ireland,  ahoiu^t  Autofli,iai)djthe.{>if-n>i|^ 
watfer,  about  the  year  i4a8  ;  of  botk  .wlioj^fiyir/il^tifi^ 
Fleming,  once  mfiufter  at  Caaibiiilang,.giMe9  aQ^oum*i'i|i 
theFulhlling  of  the  hcfijptureis ;  aa.do  Mr  HQ|^r{,;l^r^ 
and  Mr  John  Livingfton,  in  the  manu&^iplS  iDf.tbcf^ 
lives.  And  there  beiDg  much  fajd  ^nd  -^^KW^n/afeiJMst 
thfs  ^ork  in  the  v  eft  of  Scotland,  we;ha^  tiuH^^t  our* 
fclves  bound  to  en<pitre  into  the  aature^  .ftult^ijtid,  evi- 
dences of  it ;  and  from  what  foijiei  ti  n$  h^e  feei^^^f 
that  wof k,  and  bath  been  atiefted  bry  the.  miAvi^rs  i^ 
mediately  concerned,  and  others  who  b«v^f fe<n  irj,v>ve 
judge  ^ourfelves  warranted  to  give  ou*  i^ftijijpny  to  it, 

,  as  a  gloiious  work  of  the  Spirit  of  Cod,  .w^ich  Jie- bath 
bccn  plcafed  to  fend  in  his  fovepeign  free  ji^ercyt  in  ,a 
tinr^  of  great  infidelity,  foimahty  and  bajckllidingy-to 
glorify  his  ownnanne)  by^awakeatjiig,  convincing,  hum- 
bling, converting,  coavforting,  reviviugr  ilreng^hening 
^^nd  confirming  many  fpub  through  the  land  s  and  our 
^rcafons  for  it  are  thefe :    1.  The  convictions  and  com- 
3  N  ^  forts. 
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forts  of  the  people  pfCamlmflani^,  and' otl»r  awakened 
parifhcS)  ^faave  conae  to.  ti^m 'm  a  fcriptucal>  way^  by 
Chrift*^  ordinancef ,  ami  particulaily  thp  wond  pteached^ 
aod  paffag€8  of  Scviptuie  carried  in  upon  thctr  minds^ 
fiiited  to  their  cafes  and  drcumfianceB.  a»  The  fruitt 
and  tSeOA  o£  that  work  in  the  peoplei  Uvea  and  convert 
iationsy  do  evidence  tfaenfelYeft  to  be  from  the  Holy 
Spirit,  according  to  the  Scripture  accosunt  of  fhefe 
fruita :  for  thofe  who  fcotnerly  were  Uind  and  igno* 
tant,  hare^foon  come  to  adiRince  in  the  imowiege  of 
Jeftts  Chxift  and  divine  things ;  and  the  tongues  wUcb 
were  i}umb  in  the  thinga  Of  God>  hate  ibon  ieatned  to 
fpeak  the  language  of  Canatan.  They  who  formerly 
^efe  gtv<n  to  (^iir£ng9  fwearing^drnnkenndlB^  Sabbaths 
breakingi  fcoffing  at  facnsd  things,  and  otkcr  immora^ 
iiltes,  l^rve'  preiently  changed  their  courier  into  fober 
living,  godly  conference,  reading,  prayings  and  fingiaqg 
pfsllmY.  They  wfaofonneriy  weie  trufting^-to  dieir 
own  perfottnances^  attaanments  and  felf  righteoufnefs^ 
liave  {nrefirmly  rendniieed  ail  4hefeior  the  rigfateonfoefii 
tjf  CMft  6nly^  imputed  to  thdm  fcyr  their  jiiflifia^on 
l»efoA:  Gad  They  who  fiokineriy  were  glewed  (o  the 
wwld^  anitto  the  love  of  fettfiial.and  finfut  tlnng8>  ate 
Itiadir  wilting  to  pa»t  wirii  all  thefe  for  ^e  Jove  of  Jefas 
Chfjft  their  9aviour^defii3ngeamefi:ly  «o  be  conformed 
to  him  in  his  contempt  of  the« world,  felf^denial,  htrraf- 
tfty'aiidiiOki»e&  both  in  heart  and  life.  They  who 
before  tbou^tituan  unmanly  thing  to  &md  tears  for 
'fin,  attd^  piercing  of  Chri^l,  have  been  itiade  to  monm 
as  foran'OOiy  ibi»,  smd  be  in  bittsmefs  as  for  a  &ft 
bom.  i  ThoCtf  who  have,  been  guilty  of  fecret  a£laof 
-injuftice,  havfc  been  filled  with  remorfe^  for  them,  and 
ttiad^  reilitnticm  to  the  perfons  injured  or  their  cfaildreii. 
They  who  haled  and  i^ocked  the  people  of  God,  have 
their  hearts  Warmed  with,  love  to  them,  and  accoujft 
theiov  the' axoetlent  ones  of  the  earth.  They  who  be- 
fore^were^  centenstoiis,  msiicions  and  revengeful,  do 
pre&ntly  drop  theiir  qUdrrrels,  forgive  theif-enemies,  wHh 
well  to  their  fouls,  and  the  falvatioti  of  all  aroimd  them* 
They  who  before  minded  only  their  own  things,  are 
highly  concerned  for  the  loterefts  of  Jefus  Chrii>,  and 

for 
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^  "^tive  g\otft)i  Gifd  kithe  worliL  i  Swear* 

^^^  Hcir  odth^,  and  4^\tk  Tore^QGe  m^BAiidaa 

^^^  '    And  tbff  who  Joved  carnal  i>om« 

^;j^  ^S^  nrofeu<  fofigs^  and  fooliQi  ^aUkiofi 

^^•^         *^  V  af  ibofe  who  will  jain  wki 

•  ^"^^  'X'-.  ^^  qnd. talking. about  chi»r  foaU 

%   V  '"^^^  fc  complained  of  noth^f 

^x;  'V  ^-v.   <-  '^flc6#  crofldS»  aiKl-dHap^ 

^''^t  jV   '**     •-*.  W of  mibelieving  hcartt 

Vr/',  -■'\  '.      '';•  who  before afccibttl 

'>^*'  /  '    "^  .aomfelvce,  4o  now 

y      .    ♦.  ^    •/'.  '  cv^ry  »tiaiii'»ent,,aiid 

• .        .  •  .  Ation  :  •  and  yet,  white  tlicy 

'^  ^/  ^'^  ,  they  aiii>  in  Chrift'*  (Ireo^that 

'.  '  •  '  -the  fuWuing  of  every  fin,  and  th« 

,  ^  .  y  djiUy  acid  good  w^rk,  adcordifi)i;  t9 

^i  and  fecond'table  of  the  la w^  and  mak$ 

«ce  of  ftational  jind  relational  duties  as  wdl.af. 

.A»A     Fimilids,  thpt  fonnoriy  were  fynagogiie^  of 

^atiail^  am  now  temples^  where  God  is  devo^i^.  mm'- 

ftipped :  and  many  of  all  agea  aod  fexea  do  form  thctn*- 

.  felves  into  littie  foci^ties  for  prayer^  pr aife^  and  rdt^i^ 

ous  difcourfe.      And  though  tared  are  mvm^  9^v(^m^ 

(die  wheats  and  feveral  hypocrites  difcovefed*  yet.  the 

body  of  .the  awakened  perieverei  as  pa  what  caa  be  &CO9 

in  the  waya  of  religion* 

^  Notwithilanding  of  all  thefe  gracious  chan^v  w^cfi 
are  clear  evidences  of  the  operations  of  the  Holy  iSptrk) 
yet  this  ble&d  work  is  mightily  oppofed  aod  repro^b- 
jed,  and  that  not  only  by  athcKlical  aixi  profane .  aiei|» 
'*  Jbut  even  by  many  of  thofe  who  hav^  long  been  pray^ 
ifig  for  the  efFufion  of  the  Spirit,  and  the. coming  of 
Ghrift's  kingdom,  particularly  our  fecediag  brettuea» 
who  have  (alas  !)  prjeached,  prayed  aadfdFinted^agaiait: 
this  good  work,  and  even  kept  falls  in  all  their  meet- 
ings, for  putting  a  ftop  to  it,  as  adelufioo  and  work  of 
.  the  devil,  who  hath  transformed  himfelf  into  an  angel 
^f  light  (as  they  fay  0  and  have  th^eby  given  their 
followers  very  frightful  notions  of  it,  and  ftopt  them 
from  gptng  near  the  places  -where  they  might  have  get 
'  full  iatisfadion :    And  alfo^  they  have  huidered  many 

from 
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from  gmn^  praife  to  God  for  his  wonderful  goodhefs^ 
and  from  praying  for  the  continuance  and  fpreading  of 
the  work.  May  the  Lord  l;jy  all  this  to  their  hearts^ 
bat  not  to  their  charge  f  Their  main  quarrel  with;  the 
work  fcems  to  be,  that  it  is  begun  and  carried  on  by . 
the  inftrumcntality  of  the  national  church,  and.fome 
whom  they  judge  acceffory  to  the  defections  therein ; 
and  becauie  it  is  attended  with  outcryings,  trembling,' 
falling  down  and  fainting  in  many  of  thofe  who  are 
awakened  ;  which  (they  fay)  are  not  fymptoms  of  a 
work  of  the  Spirit* 

Concerning  which  we  (hall  obfcrre  thcfc  few  things : . 
'  ,  1.  Our  brethren  had  certainly  a£led  much  more  the 
part  of  wifp  and  unbiafled  judges^  if,  in  obedience  to 
Chrift's  commands  to  "  try  thfe  Spirits,'^  and  ^*  prove 
aH  things/^  they  had  ufed  all  proper  means  of  enquiry, 
fuch  as  geing  themfclves  to  the  phaces,  converOng  with 
•the  minifteis,  and  with  the  fubiciis  wrought  upon> 
before  they  had  pronounced  a  judicial  fentence  iniuch- 
a  weighty  cafe,  and  intimated  it  from  their  pulpits ; 
and  not  have  proceeded  to  a  d%ci6on  fo  haftily  upon 
hearfays,  or  the  malicious  reports  of  profane  fpirits,  and  , 
'thofe  who  were  enemies  of  the  work.  They  alfo  had 
done  wifely,  to  have  waited  fome  time  to  fee  the  iffuc 
of  the  work  before  they  had  paft  fuch  a  terrible  fentence 
upon  it :  for  they  might  have  remembered  that  it  n 
cot  an  eafy  thing  for  clergymen,  after  doing  a  bad  thing, 
to  own  their  miftake. 

2^  It  cannot  be  dented  but  ihdre  have  been  many 
eminent  godly  rainiflers-employed  in  promoting  this 
work  ;  and,  though  there  had  been  fome  not  fo  remark- 
able that  wa ji  we  mud  not  find  fault  with  a  holy  fo» 
▼eieign  God  for  making  ufe  of  what  inftruments  he 
pleafes.  Our  brethren  cannot  but  know  that  it  is  a 
mod  provoking  fm  to  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
who  frequently  thinks  fit  to  employ  mean  and  defpifed 
indruments  to  do  his  work,  that  fo  he  may  ftain  the 
pride  of  all  our  glory,  and  (how  that  he  is  not  beholden 
to  any. 

3.  We  are  grieved  in  our  very  hearts,  that  our  bretlw 
ren  ihould  have  adveqtured  upon  fuch  a  daring  ftep, 

as 


'  «8%y  a  judicial  fenlenee  to  afcribe  'to  thef  detril  fttch  a 
gracious  Godlike  wotki  as  that  before  dcftiibed^  when 
they  ckrinot  bring  an  inftatice  from  ScnpttiTe,  ot  any' 
other  hrtfory,  of  the  derifs  being;  peritiitted  -to  work  iit 
the  like  manner  bdfore.  Surely  it  nray  make  u$  tretnbfte^ 
to  thitlk  what  kidd  of  a  fin  it  mud  be  to  i^iake  the  devil, 
the  reprover  of  fin,  and  miniftcr  of  right<:oufnefs,  •  zn^ 
fo  to  afficif  the  office  and  work  of  the  Holy  Gh6ft  to 
that  wicked  one  !  Doth  it  not  look  like  a  fearful  limit- 
ing of  God,  for  a  few  men  to  aft  as  if  they  would  con«? 
fine  the  holy  Spirit's  workings  to  themfelves,  and  givvs 
up  the  miniftry  of  all  their  br'ethren  throughout  the 
Ifland  to  the  devil  ?  As  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  (o  his  mi- 
nifters,  Mofes,  John  Baptift,  the  apciftles  Peter  and 
Paul,  were  of  quite  different  tempers  and  difpodttons  ; 
they  rejoiced  to  fee  the  Spirit  p9ured  down  upon  others, 
and  to  fee  Chrift  preached,  finners  brought  in. to  him,- 
and  his  kingdom  enlarged,  whoever  were  the  inftru* 
ment  of  it. 

4.  As  for  the  effcfis  of  this  work  upon  the  bodies  of 
fome  of  the  awakened,  fuch  as  outcrying,  trembling, 
falling  down,  or  fainting ;  thefe  are  not  at  all  new  in 
this  land :  for  many  inftances  of  fuch  like  fymptoms  in 
perfons  under  piercing  conviftions  of  fin,  or  under 
ravilhing  views  of  €hrift,  can  be  given,  even  fince  biir 
happy  Revolution,  as  well  as  in*  former  tim^ ;  as  is 
evident  from  Meffrs  Robe,  Carrie,  and  Webfter^  writ* 
ings'on  this  fubjeflr.  And  yet  we  hear  not  of  any 
heretofore  afcribing  the  work  in  thofe  peonlc  to  the 
devil,  nor  condemning  it  as  contrary  to  Scripture,  upoa 
account  of  thefe  fymptons :  Ntj— for  the  Scripturt  gives 
frequent  inllances  of  fuch  impreffions  -made  bn  the 
body,  by  the  great  inward  exercife  and  concern  of  tlie 
mind.  The  {harp  con? idliops  6f  the  three  thaufand, 
Adlsii.  brought  them  under  great  agonies,  being  pnckcd 
as  with  a  fword  in  their  hearts,  and  forced  to  cry  out, 
and  fay  to  the  apoftles,  *'  vlcn  and  brethren,  and  what 
ihall  we  do?'*  The  auditory  being  great,  they  muft  have 
cried  in  fuch  a  manntr  that  the  apoftles  heard  them  ;- 
for  Peter  was  forced  to  cry  aloud,  that  they  might  hear 
Mmj  ,A^s  ii.  14.     So  Paul,  wheB  he  wad  thoroughly 

convinced 


comrmced  of  Iiis  fiti  of  pcrfecilusiij^  ^hASk^.pJ^^ 
ynzthivLt  io  '"him  for  it,  he  wii  fcizod ,  with  *5  trcmt 
King  and  aftohiflimertt,.  and  Cell  to  the  ground,"  jAfl» 
».  4.  6i     Alfo  tbe  jaylor,  wTicn  asxrakenqd  lo.i!^c  J)i|r 
fofttl  sind  loft  ftate  under  wrath;  '^  trenabled  and  &U 
dmrn/"  ftying,  ^*  What  muft  I  do  >a  be  (avcd  ?".  A^« 
v{»  29.  30*     And  it  appears  to  have  been  tsfual  intb^ 
apoftfes  days  for  finners  to  "  fall  down  before  Qs>Afl 
when  they  were  firft  convinced,  and  got  the  fecial 
wfckedncfs  of  their  heart  laid  open  to  tbpm  by  tjie  . 
Wordi  I  Cor.  xiv.  24-25.     Even  that  grpat  lazxiy  FeliiCr 
wais  made  to  tremble  under  his  conri^lioo  of  fin  and. 
apptehenfion  of  wrath,  while  Paul  prcacH<d  tohifOyx 
A&B  Txiv*'?^.     Aod  that  mighty  king,  Be}ft^Z!i;^r,  waf, 
fytngely  afft^ed  when  he  faw  the  hand- writing  on  ibo^. 
waR^  whieh  he  took  to  b?  a  prefage  of  wrath  agai&&- 
Km,  Dan.  v.  6.  ^*  His  countenance  was  clianged,  his 
Joints' loofed,  and  his  knees  fmote  one  again  ft  axiothcr*'^ 
A  view  of  the  wrath  ti  a  fin-revenging  God,  is  qioiigh 
ta  throw  the  ftouteft  finner  into  the  mod  terrible  diford^r^ 
zn^tt  overwhelm  all  his  fenfes  and  faculties.     We  fee  \ 
Bartich;  when  in  danger  of  the  wrath  of  man,  was  fa> 
•iferwhelmed  with  grief,  that  he  fainted  under*  ^t,  and 
CTies  out,  Jcr.  xiv.  5.  **  Wo  is  me  now»  .for  the  Ijcfirii 
hach  added  grief  to  my  forrow :  I  fainted  in  my  {igh*  :, 
ing,  and  hftd  no  reft.      And  how  m'uch  mojroi  WQUld., 
he  hm  been  dlRrefled  with  the  innmediate  viewaaifid  .. 
approa^he^of  the  wrath  of  God  !  for,  *•  Whaknowcth  • 
the  power  of  his  anger  ?''    Job,  when  under  the  apprei  ^ 
henfion  of  God  being  his  enemy,  and  his  tenorsipor«< 
futng  him,   was  fo  little  mafter  of  himfclfj    that  h^i 
•*  ftood  up,  and  <Jried  in  the  congregation,'.'  Job  xxx.  i^. .  > 
aS;  King  David  fajrs,  he  **  roared  by  reafoa  of,  the  dit*. 
quietncfs  of  his  heart/'  Pfal.  xxxviii.  8.     Nay,  he  bad 
luch  impreffions  of  the  wrath  of  God  upon  his  foul,   . 
that  they  made  all  his  flefti  to  tremble,  PfaK€;ixi4»  «20^. 
**•  My  ftclh  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  I  am  afraid 
of  thy  jtidgments.''    Heman  faith,   •*  While  I'fiiffipr., 
diy  terrors,  I  am  diftrafted,*^  Pfal,  Ixxxviii.  15.     Wo 
fee  alfo  how  the  prophet  H^vbakkuk  was  fcizpd.  with 
the  greatcft  bodily  diftrcfe,  with  **/iuiycring  lips,  .and.    . 

tremblings" 


CrembUiig'*  over  all  his  bqdy,  at  the  view  of  ?ppiwcb*i 
iiig  wrathy  Hab.  iii.  \&  Agaip^  it  ought  tQ  be  re^ 
membercd,  that  God  hath  tolxi  us,  that  in  the  New* 
Teftament  d^ys  he  would  pour  qut  his  Spirit  i^potf 
people  in  fuch  a  maimer,  that  chef  (hould  'Mook  V{)oa 
bi|n  they  pierced  by  their  Uns,  and  aaoHiu;i«  and  he  ia 
Vitternefe,^  a$  parents  **  for  an  only  font  or  firfl;bara." 
Now,  it  is  weD  known  that  fome  parents  wiU  noi  only 
cry  out  bitterly,  but  alf<^  far^t,  upon  fujch  occ^^fifons^ 
nay,  fome  will  be  brought  ta  fuch  aj^onies  aiid  fajmiajjtff 
by  the  mere  anpi^ehenGoii  and  profpfA  of  manT&^wr^U^ 
and.  of  temporal  dlSicolties:  and  b^vc  they  i^ft^j^t^li 
greater  caufe  for  them,  who  get  a  c^aor  9^d  mauifei^ 
difcovery  of  the  heinpus  gull;  of  their  fin/i^,  af^  ^^  ^^ 
wrath  of  m  angry  God  hanffingi  ofver  tlveov,? .  Wiu)  ca^ 

J^^int  fortk  the  diftrefs  of  thefe  poor  cceatvu-es^  whoie 
jpirits  are  wounded  by  the  ania^zin^  appreheuikuia  of 
God's  wrath  for  fit%,  and.  the  fearful  exjK^btioQS  .of 
jufignieuts  and  fiery  indignation,,  without  hayfpg^  a^y 
view  of  relief?  Such  a  wsfe  mau  as  ^olprnoA  would  no< 
Jiave  been  furpiifed  to  fee  fuch  perfons  tren^blei  cry  out» 
or  faint ;  for,  faith  he,  **  A  wounded  (ptif^  whp  pait 
bear  t"  Prov,  xviii;  34.    • 

We  read  atfo  in  Scripture  of  per(oi»9  f^iptin|;  upa^ 
iDther  occafions^  Jacob  tainted  i&t  joy,  when  hs.  h^ard 
that  his  fen  wa^  alive  and  b^ly  exalted  i  fo  D<i^Iy 
after  fingujiar  manifeftations.  from  Gad,  fainted  aifid 
was  fick  certain  days,.  Dan  viit*  27*  and  x.  8  9.  4^4 
the  apoftle  John,  when  Ik  faw  thf  Lord  in^hj^  giprfr 
fell  |t  bis  feet  ae  a  dead  n>anir  So  it  is  na  ^vondfi  that 
a  poor  foul,  t^iat  was  like  to  fmlf  in  defpair  lubuier  a  feoff 
fif  fin  and  wr^th>  v  hen  conung  out  of  this  p^unj^e  t4>  a  v 

furpripng  view  of  ChriR's  mercy,  lovelinefsj^and  &ls^fs, 
flmukd  in  like  manner  be  overx^h^'^^^  a^id-  faint  for 
Ipve  and  joy.  W  her/ef^re  it  is  ouf  duly  toi  put  favour* 
able  coniitrMs£lions  upon  the  various  cafes  pi  awakened 
and  exeiciied  louls,  when  thereby  they  are  thrown  in^ti^ 
esitafies,  fainting^,  or  bodily  diitrt  jlc«.  The  holy  Spirit 
is  a'  free  fovereign  agent  \  and,,  in  tiqies  of  large  efFu- 
fionSy  he  may,  for  his  own  wife  end€,,  take  af>  pncpm* 
mpn  latitude  in  his  way  of  dealing  with  finntrs,  for 
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bringing  them  into  Chrift.  And  as  their  difcoverits  of 
fin  and  wrath,  and  the  comnfiotlori  in  their  affe^^ionsy 
prove  very  different ;  fo  the  imprcffions  upon  thdf 
bodies  muft  be  either  lefs  or  more,  and  exceeding  va« 
'  riouS}  according  to  the  meafure  and  degree  of  inward 
cxercifc  apd  concern  of  their  minds ;  for  as  their  fotrow 
for  piercing  Chrift  by  their  fins  is  compared  to  that  of 
parents  for  an  only  fon,  w^hich  admits  of  ^riariy  differ- 
ent degrees,  and  produceth  very  diferent  effects  in  dif-. 
ferent  perfons  5  fo  it  muft  be  unreafonable  in  any  to 
Tequii£  inftances  in  Scripture  for  every  minute  circum- 
ftancc  of  the  innumerable  various  cafes  of  perfons 
brought  in  to  Chrift ;.  fbr  then  the  Spirit  of  God  muft 
have  enlarged  the  Scriptures  into  very  many  different 
volumes,  vmich  had  not  been  convenient  for  us.  If  we 
read  the  accounts  given  us  of  the  converfions  of  Au* 
guftiric,  Luther,  Junius,  Bcza,  Latimer,  Bolton,  Pro* 
feffbr  Halyburton,  and  many  other  cntiirtent  faints,  we 
vrill  find  particular  circ^umftances  in  them  for  which  no 
Scripture  precedent  can  be  ftiewnj  but  rib  wife  man 
will  fay  upon  that  account,  thsit  the  work  in  them  was 
delufive  or  diabolical. 

'  But  let  fome  objeft  what  they  will  againft  the-  con- 
verfions in  the  Weft,  becaufe  of  the  outward' impreiEons 
attending  them  in  ftverals  (for  in  many  the  changes  are 
wrought  without  any  noife  at  all)  ••  It  isour  jadgment, 
if  theic  bitter  throws  and  agonies  of  fome,  have  a  met*- 
ciful  iffue  in  landing  them  in  JefUs  Chrift  and  trUfe 
holinefs,  as  it  is  vifible  they  do  in  the  moft  part ;  then 
there  is  great  matter  of  praife,  whatever  w^y  the  Lot€ 
take  for  awakening  and  humbling  them  before-hand.^ 
But  feeir^g  worthy  Mr  Edwards  of  Northampton  hath 
written  two  treaties  concerning  this  extraordinary  w^'rk 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  hath  taken  notide  of  all  the 
prejudice^  and  objeftions  of  adverfaries^'we  judge  It 
iinneceffary  to  add  any  more  to  What  he  hath 'written 
fo  fully  and  to  fuch  excellent  purpofe.  May  the  Lord, 
by  new  (howers  from  above,  continue,  revive,  increafe, 
and  fpread  this  bleffed  wbrk  through  the  land  and  all 
corners  of  the  earth !'    Amen  and  Amen.^ 
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Tb^t  we  may  draw  to  a  conclufijpn,  we  (hall  bneflf 
fum  np^  the  principal  fins,  error$»  evils  and  defedions 
uii  the-church  and  land,  which  we  think  oarfelves  bound 
to  la^^nyt  and  mourn  over^  declare^  warn,  and  bear 
teftimony  againft,  in  order  to  promote  reformation,  and 
bealing  in  the  land  :.For  although  God,  in  bis  bound- 
lefs  fovereignty  and  rich  grace,. be  pleafed  in  a  back^ 
Aiding  time  to  grant  fome  remarkable  reviving  to  hi$ 
work  in  particular  corners,  to  (bew  his  willingnefs  to 
return  to  his  ancient  dwelling  place  \  yet  we  defpair  o| 
any  general  jre^viving  or  national,  reformation,  until  we 
)ire  made  fenfible  of  public  fins,  errors  and  d^fe<^ions^ 
as,  well  as  thefe  of  a  more  private  nature.^  Wherefore 
w^  defire  to  be  humbled  for,  declare  and  teftify  againfl;^ 
all  doftrines  and  pra£tices'  which  are  oppofite  to  the 
Bible,  and  to  our  Confeflion  of  Faith,  Larger  and  Short- 
er Catechifms,  Dire£tories  for  Wofftiip  and  Cbnrcb 
governnient,  which  we  judge  drawn  out  of,  and  ifound* 
ed  uppn>  the  Scriptures  of  truth.     .  / 

And  particularly,  againft  all  peiftical  and  Socjinian 
errors,  and  doctrines,  which  tfsnd  to  decry  the  necef- 
fity  of  fupernatural  revelation,  and  cry  up  the  fufficlen- 
^y  of  reafon  or  the  light  of  nature  to  guid<;  men  to 
eternal  happinefs. 

And^agaioft  all  Arian  errors,  and  thefe  do£trined 
which  any.  ways.difparage  the  Chriftian  revelation^  or 
derogate  from  the  fcheme  of  falvation  through  the 
jrnedi^tion  and  righteouihefs  of  Jefus  Chriil  our  only 
Saviour  i  or  from  the  do£lrine  of  the  glorious  Trinity^ 
^d:;thfs  onenefs  of  the  Godhead }  or  from  Chrid's  true 
fupreme  Deity,  his  felf  estiftence,  necefiary  exiftence, 
independenccbi  and  equality  wi^h  ,the  Father, ;  or  from 
the  true  Deity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  his  equality 
with  the  Father  and  the  Son  y  or  from  the  truth  of 
Chrift's  manhood, vnd;  of  his  Priediy  office^,  and  the 
n^cd$kX^  A3^i  his  death  as  a  real  and  proper .  facrifice  td 
i^tisfy.JPlvlnejuOiqe  for  our  fins*  ^ 

^ .  AH  Pppifli  ;errpr8,  idolatry  ^nd  fuperftition,.  main- 
tained either,  by  profeffcd  Papifts,  or  by  Proteil^nts  who 
are  making  advances  towards  Popery,  by  pleading  for 
a  middle  itate  for  fouls  departed^. prayers  for  the  d^ad ; 
3  O  2  the 
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^  &icfc«t!ft*i>  hfittf^  ft  piteper  fftcrtSce  for  fin  H^^  wc- 
<jdl>ty  «f  <:ohf:ffng  fm  to  die  prieft,  and  df  the  prieft^s 
tbfelttttoiisii  ordet  to  the  Inrgfvenelb  of  iln ;  i>f  nriiEinf; 
the  facr»mcnt  I  wine  with  water;  of  bowin{(  to*  the 
altfirito  the  Esft,  tM  at  the  name  of  JeAtt;  ^  Icheel* 
in?  W:  tbf  fnctaitaet)t,  o^ferriflg  faints  days  imd  untiH 
fttt^ted  frflt^alfr^  and  ptittifk^  them  on  ^  level  With  the 
Lord's  Hay ^  the  crofs  in  b&ptifmy  the  organ  in  praif«| 
the  reodtng  ef  prayers,  and  dther  human  ihrentions  ih 
CJod*8  worflrip  and  fervice. 

•  All  Pelapfian  and  Arn^inian  do£lrined|  which  dero* 
gate  from  God*s  efficacious  free  grace  In  Caving  finnersi 
or  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  n  an's  own  freewiJi  or  na- 
tmaj  ahitities  to  repent,  believej  or  convert  himfelf; 
and  make  a  necefTarf  connexion  betwixt  a  man*8  moral 
ieri^ttfnefs  and  his  obtaining  of  faving  grace,  AUb  all 
thefe  dodrinefe  wbich  tend  to  exalcieif,  or  any  ti^ays 
place^  it  in  God's  room ;  and  thefe  which  make  {<tf  love^ 
and  the  defire  of  our  own  happinefs,  th^  proper  fpiing 
and  principle  of  all  viituous  «nd  reli^itietts  a£l'rohs. 

The,  magiftraie's  afltiming  the  power  of  the  kefS)  atid 
aU  Ef aftian  enctoachrhenta  upon  the  inthnfic  power  of 
the  churchy  or  upon  Ghrift'a  headfhip  and  fiipremac]^ 
over  her  The  granting  an  almoft  boundlefe  t6lcTB« 
tion  to  all  (eds^  errors^  hercfies  and  innovatiotis*  The 
iirpofirig  the  facraitiental  teft  Upon  offioers  etvil  and 
iDiiitary  when  put  of  Scotland,  as  a  iseccflary  qnaUSta* 
tien  for  their  offices  \  whet eby  the  hdy  facrament  is 
in.iich  debafed  and  profaned.  The  mulHpiytng  bf  oaths 
without  necf-flSty  \  imrbducing  the  neW  form  of  fwear^ 
ing  by  kHBog  the  gofpela,  the  Yiile-^acMice>  diis  ie« 
pealing  of  the  l^ws  againft  witchcraft^  &o. 

Th«  tmpoling  the  yoke  of  patronage  upon  the  ebureh^ 
and  ifpoiling  Chrii^iatv  coctgregations  of  their  right  to 
chufe  their  own  paftors»  and  obtruding  pirftors  upon 
them.  As  alfo  the  pra£liee  of  thefe  miiniltera  or  pteach» 
ers,  who  contribute  to  encourHge,  'ftrehgthen  or  bind 
the  yoke  of  patronage  upon  the  chorch,  by  allowing 
theif  frknds  to  apply  to  patrona  and  ptocuire  ppefenrai* 
tionsfor  them;  or  by  accepting  thefe  prrfentatfonsi 
and  <;kaving  to  them  when  obtained.     And  the  prac'^ 
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ttce  of  thofe  miniftcrs  ot  jndicatories,  t^rhts*  encourage 
Of  fiipptnt  thdc  acceptets  in  this  pem}ci6u«  colirfe,  ot 
vhd  obttude  them  or  any  othcir  p<^rfons  upon  parifhe* 
againft  Acif  confctit. 

Thte  denying  the  lavi^nlneffi  or  obligation  Of  our  ria- 
fmnal  covenant  cnga|3:ctnent!;,  the  watrantablc-nefs  df 
ttatiohal  churches,  Confeffion  of  Fahh,  fuborcfin^tloA 
itf  thnrch  jtidicatories  one  to  another ;  the  maintaining 
the  independency  of  fingic  congreg^itions  upon  any  fu* 
pcridr  chuTch-iudicatory ;  the  lodging  the  power  of  thi 
kcyu,  riot  in  the  hands  of  chnrch-officers,  but' in  the 
cominumon  of  the  faithful. 

The  pTofecutin?  or  cenfuring  of  mtnifters  forpteach- 
i»g  or  prottfting  againft  any'  of  the  evils  or  dewfilionS 
of  the  thnr,  fnch  u?  the  dcfpifing  of  Chrift*s  flock,  mak- 
ing hitruiions  upon  them^  incroaching  upon  the  rights 
txA  liberties  of  the  church,  or  Chrlft^s  Hcadlhip  ovet 
her^  &c. 

The  negfeft  and  unfrequent  adminiftralion  Of  the 
t.ord*s  fupper,  and  the  abufe  and  profanation  of  it,  bf 
tdtnitting  ignorant  or  ungodly  perfons  to  it.  A$  alfo 
the  negleft  of  appointing  national  fafts,  and  daya  fo^ 
humiliation  and  extraordinary  prayer,  in  a  time  of  n'a« 
tional  defeftrons,  and  of  abounding  fins'  and  provoca* 
tions,  when  many  fpiritual  judgments  are  mflided,  and 
other  great  judgments  are  impending  over  us.  Andj 
#hen  fuch  iafts  come  to  be  appointed,  alas  I  what  an 
averfioli  is  there  to  a  particular  condefcenderfcie  of  the 
fins  and  deftiftions  which  are  the  true  caUfe  of  the 
Lord's  controverfy  with  the  land  ! 

"Liktewifewe  judge  ourfeives  bound  to  bewail,  lattient, 
and  witnefs  againft,  all  thefe  God-difhonouring  Hns  and 
ctihs  which  nniverfally  abound  and  prevail  amonjg  all 
ranks  and  forts  6f  men  5  fuch  as  ignorance  and  fo^get- 
fiilncfs  of  God  their  Crtator  and  Preferver ;  Atheifm, 
iiMddtty,  and  enmity  to  tiod  ;  ingratitude  to  God  iot 
mercies ;  putting  the  creatures,  the  word,  andWclf,  in 
the  toom  of  God  ;  confulting  with  necromancers,  wi- 
zards and  charmers  ^  aiicribing  our  mercies  U>  fortune 
or  fecond 'caufcs,  rather  than  to  God,  'Self  love,  feif- 
fceking,  unbelief  djitruft  of  <Jrod,  hatred  of  him  and  of 

his 
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bis  image  in  others.  Pride,  prefumptioQy  carnal. fequ* 
Tity  ;  loving  pleafures  more  than  God.  Reftraining  o( 
prayer  before  God  in  fecict ;  negle£^  of  family-wor- 
ihip ;  tempting  God  by  negleAtng  means,  ufing  unlaw- 
ful means,  and.trufting  in  lawful  means*  Supecftition 
and  falfe  worfhip ;  giddinefs  and  unfettledneis  in  reli* 
gion,  and  drinking  in  error.  Mean  and  low  thoughts 
of  Chrift,  and  of  the  in6nite  love  of  God  in  providing 
Chrift  to  be  a  Surety  and  Sacrifice  for  us.  Contempt 
of  the  glorious  gofpeU  and  the  glad  tidings, it  brings; 
and  mens  unfruitfulnefs  under  it.  Not  receiving  and 
loving  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  -not  relying  on  Chrift  as  all  our. 
hope ;  not  making  ufe  of  Chrift  in  all  Lis  ofBces ;  not 
rejoicing  in  Chrift  and  him  crucified.  Mens  refting 
upon  their  duties  and  frames  for  acceptance  with  God : 
their  joining  fomething  of  their  own  with  Chrift-s  righ? 
teoufnefs  for  their,  juftification  before  God,  and  not 
accounting  all  things  lofs  and  dung  for  Chrift,  tfiat  they 
may  be  found  in  him,  not  having  their  own  rightrouf- 
nefs,  which  is  nothing  but  filthy  rags.  Grieving  df 
the  Holy  Spirit)  finning  him.  away  from  ordinances^ 
not  lamenting  the  withdrawing  of  the  Spirit,  nor  wreft^ 
ling  for  his  return.  Oppofing  and  reproaching  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  in  awakening  and  convincing  fin*- 
ners  \  calling  it  enthufiafm,  delufion,  or  afcribing  it  to 
Satan,  Blind  and  intemperate  zeal  \  difcontent  and 
impatience  under  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence. Backflidings  from  God,  and  the  decay  of  the 
life  and  power  of  godlinefs.  Setting  our  afFe£lioos  up* 
on  earthly  enjoyments  and  fenfual  fati&fa£lions ;  and 
negleding  thefe  things  wherein  our  chief  happinels 
doth  confift,  namely,  the  enjoying  of  God,  and  com* 
munlon  with  himJ  Our  unthankful  forgetting  of  the 
flaany  fignal  deliverances  which  God  hath  wrought  foe 
this  church  and  land  \  and  our  unchankf ulnefs  for  and 
abufe  of  the  valuable  mercies  we  ftill  enjoy,  fuch  as 
bealthy^eace,  plenty  ;  freedom  from  peftUence^fword 
and  faimnev  and  .the  continuance  of  the  ,gofpel  and 
pure  ordinanqes  \yith  us.  Our  minting  our  own  things, 
inore  than  the  things  of  Jefus  Chrift.     Our  little  pray- 
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irig  for  the  coming  of  Ghrift's  kingdom,  and'for  tho^ 
peace  dind  profperity  of  Jerufakfa. 

OufrnegleSin^  the  ordinances  of  God*6  appointment, 
ca¥elef9  atten<ttng  upon  them,  and  not  regarding  them 
as  trylting  places  for  meeting  with  God,  and.ns  means 
of  communion  with  him.  Our  being  wife  above  what 
is*  written,  and  advancing  mens  devices  before  Divine 
appointments. '  0ur  tcfting  upon  outward  attending  of 
ordinances,  and  a  name  to  Hve,  without  the  new  birth, 
and  a  work  of  grace  in  our  fouls*  Our  contenting  our- 
fcFvcs  with  man's  tcachrng,  without  the  teachings  an4 
influences  of  the  Spirit  with  th^  Word.  •  Our  being 
little  affefted  or  afflt^cd  with  the  Wafting  of  ordinances,'  ' 
ind  the  fufp^nding  of  the  Spirit's  influences.  Our  un- 
worthy commiinkatiBg,»and  formal  approaches  to  God 
at  his  holy  table ;  neglc<iifng  due  preparation,  by  felf- 
examination,  fecrfet  Ihumiltation,  renewing  covenant* 
with  God,  and  Wfcftling  with  him  for  his  prefencc. 
Our  loGng  foon  the  impreflions  of  Chrift's  fufferings, 
his  precious  blood,  and  matchlefs  kwe,  fet  forth  in  that 
ordinance;  and  not  living  anfwetably  thereto.  Our 
putting- our  hearing,  prayingy  c^mmunicatingy  charitable 
aAs»  juft  dealing,  or  .moral  honefty,  in  the  room  of 
glorious  Chriii,  who  alone  is  *^  the  Lord  our  righte- 
oijfnefs." 

Wc  alfo  lament  and  witnefs  againft  the  abounding 
profanation  of  God's  holy  name,  by  the  irrevertind  ufe 
6f  it  in  common  difcourfe,  by  formal  and  hypocrital 
addrefies  to  hinv,  by  cuftomary  and  rafli  fweating,  curt* 
mg,  blafphenfting,  perjury,  fweartng  falfely  in  matters  of 
,  trade  or  taxes,  <  bribing,  and  tempting  others  to  do  fo. 
Bf  perfidious  dealing  with  God,  in  breaking  both  na- 
tional and  perfonal  covenants,  facramental  vows,  and 
%ck-bed  r^folutions-.  Decay  of  zeal  for  maintaining  of 
truth,  puiky  and  piety,  in  opp^Gtion  to  abounding  er- 
ror, fuperftition,  and -profanity.  Ihe  profaning  aft d 
abufittg  of  God*8  titles,  attributes,  ordinance;^  Scrip- 
tures,' fervants,  and  piovidenc«s ;  by  many  ftoffing  at 
facred  things,  jefting  upon  the  Scriptures,  mockihg  the 
profeffofs  of  religion,  mifcqiillruaing  God's  provi- 
dences, wrelUing  and  mifapplying  his  word  to  favour 
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tjieir  corr^;^pt  fciitifiif  nt«  af>4  P?»fltkcfti/,«f|iivj%i|gJirig, 
and  difputing  about  im^l^,  ppUita,  an4  t^HM^g::ji^p.th^ 
thoughts  and  tinic  there  with^  to  the.  v^ig^^ng  .pnd 
eating  out  the  life  of  religion,     flighting,  ^S^'^T^^^gwimi 
reviling  many  of  God'5  faithfui  fcjrv^ot^  t)]^ri(^ti|iitf9^ 
ing  the  fuccefa  of  their  miniilry,  aofd  (c»tt9fi^  ^Wh 
flocks,  to  the  prcju4ice  and  luin,  of  in»ay  pre^OKg^  iSi^i 
Many  taking  up  »  profefCon  of  giceatei:  ft^i^fi^feii^^iit^n 
ligion  than  others*  while  ftrat^gci;$  'to.bu^ijii;^^i^,|»i^. 
fin,  regen^ratiopji  hQait-hicJinefs,    tead^i^neCs*  o£ .  w^W 
humblenefs  of  mijod,.  nietj^n^fs,  an4*  th^  M*^i§i^^1^ 
Chridi^nity.     Ala&!  m^ny  are  (»>pt)^ed  ttPt)¥i4^|H^^i 
vanity,  feUcpnceiti  aqd  coiitegipt  of  oth^i^v.^h^.tb^ft 
cad  out.  of  their  chaxipy  apd  coi^fmifl^P?)  't^ry .  9flll* 
that  agrees  not  to  their  fenti0iemandfiFi^4Qe£4n$9tt'. 
refpeSs,  though  fqme  of  thef<p  haive  j^Qjre.i9yidf|^«^%rIi^ 
of  the  iirage  of  God  upoA  themi  than  they  ,ttK^p04!M^%^' 
And  man;  are  hereby  tempted  to  i^fifieUtjf,  pmi^  t^t 
xpQck,  hate,,  and.caft  off  aii  reiipHoit  he^nkql  ^  ^ 
virions  .amoi?g  the  {^pf^flibi^  of  it*     Ah  \,  n^^^ps^^ 
fed  Chridian^  (how  a  ^rea^  ps^f^n&on  tp^fimil  9H»l|i«ali 
reafon^.and  4ccry .f^perpat^uial rfveUtipiM  ^Wiff^f^ 
the   religion  of,  nature,,, ^nld  ^ifpsM^age,  the  rel^a  c£ 
Jefus!  tp  afqribe  fu^b  tq,  iwin'i  |i[e«-wW  aivi  H^mfiat'. 
powers,  and  overlook  the  fre<;  grace  of  God^.aK^i^  pi^6« 
venting  the  work  of  hi(s.  Spidrit* .  M^yi  tyi^  j^f^tiN^'Of 
their  own  moral  performar>ccs»  tba^  ofi  Qhi^i«  V^^  < 
puted  righteoufnefs  i  and  f^ea^  to  j^^^  Qb^iO*  m&m 
as    a    pattern    than   a«   a  propiti2^k)n^^  .eaialt.ttbM 
natural  powers  and  felf  righteoufnefs,  through  f&f^ 
ranee   of  .the    ngbjteoufnefs.of    C^'\    ^ry-  W  th^- 
preaching  of  saor^Itty, .  while,  the y .  t^<^jpiK«#  r^Hai^ 
immoraU.  and  ignorant  of  U^ir  pwi>  Q9rriuj||>  i^fltpdi' 
eilate,,  and  of  the  ns^i^re  and  nei^efliity  of.  stgf^Wf^fii^JBti  • 
Alas!  ther^  is  g^Qun^  IQ.  fear  ^h^t  «»ny ^CHftiwaxdjf 
affent  to  our  Coaif^iiiQn  o£.Faith^  who  {(^ci^j^d  it^t' 
confider  Jt«  or  believe  it.;,  aj^d  it  is  to  b^  lear^d  tfaaft  ^ 
fcveralsj^'evcn  prcachjers,  may  come  to  tub^^i^e  i|t«.*9« 
thofe  of  the  d>arch  of  £ngiand  dp  theJr  Thitt^iiH^C 
Articiesy   rather  as.  vittcu^w^t  paais^  \\i^  ^  ^ffinf^fttm 
veritatisp 

We 


/:.  W«:*iaftrbei)iraH  and^t^  the  profinatioo  q£ 

^i*9aA\^^inltttOf  al)  itiiaa^er^f  fin  and  corruption;^ 
&jFftt9ny  if^^dung'theiv  own  words  oq  this  day^  an4. 
cHfiKflNrfaig  o(r  wovid4y  affairs  and  bufinefs ;  By  man^'. 
dbfiiJI'tbtii*  owa  ^otks,  fucb.  as  unnec«fiiiry  pieces.  o| 
jlWim  l^bNifi  cer  travelling  aboiU  wotldly  buHnefe ;  l&f 
mAiy 'finding  their  ou^mrpfieaful^ea^  by  idk;«^alking»  need* 
Ijlf^  vifiifc  i*)d^«tbcir  woi^dly  dlverfioniS  and  recreations : 
Wbife  kt^^nit  wfcsrArtme  few  n^ke  con&ieiKe  of  fettiog 
J^  and'^^^^ending  tbis  day^^  a^^  a  day  of  facr^d.  rcft# 
atfJCMiiflfg  to'dls'  isftituttDn,  for  entertaining  ferious 
tlSmigHts  of'Ae^wbrks  of  God  and  'tedeeroing  love,  for 
aMAdfiAg  fdigbua  Worfliip  witboiH  diftr^dion,  for  pro« 
nixing  (liiriitiiAty  apt}  faeayenly  Qiindddndf^^  fofrhold*^ 
iilKif6nifinlinitoii  with  GM  through  Jefas  Chrift>,and 
fiarkiofeg' their  hearty  frcmi  tb6  worM,  and  preparing 
iicJ^  4lBai)i  and  heiaveib  ^lasj  many,  inftead  of  fuch 
^xetoMea^'do-detdieate  this  holy  day  to  profanity ;  ahd^^ 
iii-^e^o(#btvingG9d:tke  Author  of  it,  thfcy  f^rve  ihp 
60fW^sMA  fh«f  lufts  uppnit;  by  gaming  drinking,  fwear- 
i^ngi  ^mcloattflefs,  ^hyrfpceches,  jeftin'g  UponTacred 
things,  and  teprdachiDg  thef  devout  worshippers  of  God ! 
4Ad-&rA<y  gafaftof*  to  hell  upon  the  Lord's  day,  than 
uponlany-raler  da/of  the  wMc. 

W^  likewife  bewaH  aod  tcftify  againft  the  ftational 
andiekl&o^al  fina  WhiebaboUnid  in  thi;  land,  among  p^* 
reata  aiM'ehildr^nl,  matters  s^d  fervants^  huibands  and 
whres^  magfcftiratea  aird  flibjeiQiS^-  miaifters  and  people ;, 
f|ipeti0ifSy  inferioffs,  and'e^aala^  Alas  !  many  fuperiors 
are  gutef*  of  eontemi^  of  their  Inferiors,  of  proud  and, 
imperionaearyiage  toweftds  them,  f^  opprefling  them,  or 
ruling  them  widk  rigour,  x>f  difconraging  them. from 
wfakt'ie^goodi  and  encouraging  them  to  what  is  ^vil* 
&Saiiy'ttiferi0va  afe  gaihyof  defpifing  their  fuperiors, 
emvying  tbmr  fituation^  difobedience  to  tfieir  juft  com- 
imapdaaAdcoimtds,  and  not  imitating  their  good  ex- 
am^oa  V  and  psArtieulariy  many  children  are  thus  dread<- 
fnily  guilty  with  refpe€k  to^ek  godly  parents.  And» 
ammgeqiftaby  there  is  little  biotherly  love,  mutual  ef- 
tecm  and  good  offices  to  be  feea^  bttt>inftea<l  theteOf,: 
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very  nwcK  appears  of  hatred,  atlger,  itialicevWvy,  evit 
fpe^ikin^y  reproaching  and  backbiting,  dtidalfodf  tempt* 
ing  an^  encouraging  one  another  to  fiilf.  Ah-!  tariff 
j)ar^nt^j  fcrget  their  engagements  at  baptifeaj'atidl -'Tfc* 
pleft  to  inftruft  and  pray  for  theit  chiWrcn,  to  admow 
tiiih  anii  reprove  them  when  needful,  and  tithet  d&  fitrt 
corrcfb  them  at  all,  or  do  it  unduly,  prOtbMiig  themf  to 
Wrath.  ;^Oh  !  many  heads  of  families  negteft  lartf!^- 
Teligion^  prayet,  praifes,  and  catcchifing  of  AtMren  artd 
fervarits,  and  requiring  an  account  bf'the  fetmbns  they 
hear  j  or  at  bed  they  perform  family- prayer  atid  oditt 
duties  in  a  cold  and  formal  manner.  Onhcfw  many* 
have.no  more  care  6f*the  fouls  bf  their  famHft;^  thaft  if 
they  had  none  !  They  feek-  only  their  Ov^n  things,  puis- 
fuing  the  bufinefs  of  a  prefent  animal  life,  and  not  tte 
things  of  Jefus  Chriftj  or  w4iat  confcitns*  thrir  f^vn- 
tual  or  eternal  life  \  Aftd  mdny  ^ho  haVc  formerly 
come  good  length,  and  kept  good  otA^  Iri  thcJt'fenrf- 
lies,  have  fadly  declined*  loft' their  wonted  Hveliftefe' and 
fpirituality  in  God's  fervice,  and  let  their  duties  d\<rhi- 
dlc  awAy  into  a  deact  formality,  contenting*  thterfiflvW' 
with  ex  ternal  performances,  ordinances  and  cdtftmtrtilons, 
without  any  communion 'with  Gdd  ih  theni; '  '^ 

We.  muft  alfo  regret  the  untendcrrtef^  artd  fi>ofenfcfr 
of  the  walk  and  condufl  bf  fome  iti  the  miniftry,  WhctN 
by  not  a  few  are  tempted  to  *bhot  the  bff<!ritig8  of^hc 
liotd  V  and  a  GaHio  like  indifFerency  in  others  aboutiJit 
public*  in tereft  of  Chrifti  if  it  go  welt  wlth'lhdf  Own 
private  ?iFaifs.  And  few,  alas  I  arc  lamenting' ^aftcf^a 
departing  God,  and  fearching  into,  or  mburnifeg  ft>r, 
the  caofes.  as  they  ought,  ot  wreftling  for  a  rettirhi^g 
God,  *an4  a  returning  glory.  Many  preachers  itre  Tunf* 
»lng  linfent,  and  ufing  ftieans  to  thruft  themfeWes  itt- 
to  the  vineyard,  not  Waiting  for  God's  call,  lidr  rtgarA- 
ing  the  prayers  or  inclinations  t)f'his^p^prcv^'and'wte> 
in  thtir  fermons  generally  cotifine  th<fmfelfc*  tb^ftib^ 
j-efts  of  natural  religion  and^wioral  i^htcte,  aAd  neglrfl 
the  dbarines  of  ChVift  and  the  Sptrin  the  ^ctthat  glo- 
ries of  Chriftianity;  artd  do  not  preach  *thc  ibfohitfe 
freenefs  of  grace  through  Chrift,  is^tW^pring  of  a  fin- 
net's  jaftifi(;atioa.ftQd-falvationv    Likcwift^  not  a  few 
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•fkiibi^s^aod  ClmCy»n8^^^     lp?e  and  a  due  ferbear*- 
.ancc  to  others  who  differ  from  them  in  fomc  leffer  mat- 
ters;  eutcrtain  haxfli  thoughts^  and  break  out  into  un- 
.chaiitable,Qpnfure9  and  fcTere  reflexions  one  againft  a^ 
AO^er,  to  the  hindrance^  of%  that  fweet  fellowfliip  and 
ibcial  payer  which  they  (hould  have  together,  and  to 
the^  taking  them  off  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  vitals 
^^md.efientials  of  rpligioni  apd  froip  pure  ordinances, 
which  iCod  continues  ftill  to  own. 
t  .  Wc  lao^ent  the  mi^licipus  and  revengeful  thoughts  of 
4Dany>  aud  the  fre^iueat  {allies  of  their  ungoverned  paf« 
,£onai  wUch  fometimes  break  out  into  provoking  lan- 
guage and  a£ta  of  violence,  ar^d  even  into  bloodfhed 
and  murders;  and  often  the  jaw  is  not  duly  execute  a- 
gainft  BOiurdere^s. 

We  t^i^ify  againft  the  prevailing  Gns  of  tippting,  drun- 
Jietmeiiv  gluttonj,  chambering,  wantonnef^,  fornication, 
3uiubery»<uniiatiirai  luftsy  and  all.  forts  oi  uncleannefs, 
;Wanton  gefturejB«  obfcene  talk,  immodeft  apparel,  lafci- 
yiotts  (ongs^and  .dancings,  lottery  games,  bails,  aifem- 
hii(ea»and  ftage-playa,  which,  however  falhionable  they 
foay  biet  we  look  upon  af^  unbecoming  the  gravity,  feri- 
owiefe,  faith  a^d  hopeof  true  CI\riAianSy  who  profefs 
ao  fkw  all  their  happinefs  in  the  enjoyment  of  God, 
and  to  be  Qar^ful  to  abftair^  from  all  appearance  of  evil, 
^nd  wait  for  the  coming  of  their  Lord  and  Saviour  from 
heaven. 

.  Xikewife,  we  bear  witnefs  agalnft  the  prevailing  evils 
of  ftealing,  robbings  extortion,  defrauding,  prodigality, 
i^09y>  bribery,  running  of  goods,  mens  uGng  unlawful 
pc^patipi|s,  living  above  their  incomes,  undertaking 
vexatious  law.fixits,  pl^ftding'for  caufes  mariifeftly  un- 
iuft  4  Lying,  ilandering,  fpreading  ev|l  reports,  aggravat- 
ing fo^ajler  faults,,  rafli.cenfuringj^  fupporting  falfe  wit- 
ppffq^  backbiting,  fcoI4ing,  fcofEng,  mifconftruSing 
^hc^aflkioflSj.  wjorcjs  or  intentions  of  others :  Mens  dif- 
ccMfit^nt^with. their  lot  and  condition  in  the  world  :  en- 
vying or  grieving  at  the  profperity  or  credit  of  their 
neighbours  ;  being  glad  at  their  adyerfity,  n\ifcarriage, 
OTtdifgrace  i  coveting  or  entertaining  inordinate  motions 
3  P,2  and 
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find  finS)  evUs  avfd  dcfcAkNot  of  the  Isitd^iiu^hpMgliil^ 
ly  aggrtrated  in  the  fi^'  of  'GM,  bcirtg  qfuriwul  a4 
gainftdear  light,  the 'Splnt?9Rri?iiygs>  naUiMit  .wa!» 
ings,  allating  nwrcieBi  f^mn  cevenantortradJiralirisifil 
^eiivetances ;  againft  'gwac  paine  tjikcli  bf  ^ed  tipoa 
the  land  to  reclaim  and  tefdmi'thein;  fiieh'as  repMdfi^ 
challenges,  exhc»tationS|  expoftttli|fcions,iii¥iftition«/pro- 
mrtcs,  threatnings  and  teififer  jafdgmettts*  iUid  fhele 
oar  fins  and  defeftiond  have  been  long  eottdnitted  ni» 
until  very  many  are  becfome  fecare,  fenfetofs  and  bx¥ 
dened  in  them,  nay,  even  brideifdiRipudent^  fofaroa 
to  avow  and  juftify  thecp,  to  defpife  aidhanemtionSf  and 
mock  at  reproofs.  likewife  they  aire  tiiened'veryiini- 
verfal :  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  periia(!ra'arto  mvdiTvd  ia 
the  guilt  of  them,'  rieh  and  poor,  great  andfinaU,  liobi* 
lity*  gentry^  magiftratea^  minifters,  rcommonBy  4cc. 
Alas!  onr  nobility  and  peifens  of 'diftindltei, '^ho 
once  appeared  with  seal  for  God's  •tnii%s,'and  for adwtti- 
cing  Teformation,  are  fadly^degeneraced,  aiid  geaetaMy 
corrupted,  either  with  er^eoQs  pttneiple»,  orvioioiis 
pradices.  Our  comrmons,  tnanyof  Hiem  vtt^AtSbtof' 
ed  with  i)?norance,  profanity,  or  earttilyHttindedneis* 
Onr  profefibf6t)f  reHgion,  alas !  .carnality-aAd  fOTm^Uty 
prevail  among  them,  and  lively  piety  is  like  to  d<windie 
away.  Oh  "how  defpersHie  ddth  our  cafe  apf^ear  ^hen 
under  fuch  terrible  aggravations  of  <giirk  I  Hioiwfipe  ^o 
we  feem'to  beibr  defodating  (Ir&fees,  and  fweepkig  judg- 
ments! What  caufe  hav^we  to  look  out.  for  them 
every  day,  and  to  fear  and  tremble  before'a'koiy,  juft, 
and  provoked  God !  acdrding  to  thefi^  awfxtl-eexds'of 
Scripture,  2  Chron.'xxrrti  15.  i^.  Ifa*  ^xxii,  ta. -&«. 
Jer.  vi.  ri;.  viii.  ca*  xi«  1^.  ri.  •x3Lii^7)  8,'9«  tAmoa 
viii.  2^  3.  &c.  Micah  iii*  li,  12.  Hof.  wi»  y,'6,'7» 
which  is  very  appliCableto  Our  cafe. 

But  is  there  no  hope  in  Ifrael'  concering  this  thing? 
^  Is  there  not  baim  in  Gxlead  ?"  **  Istherenota  Phyficion 
there  ?"  Is  there  not  tmue  in  Ghrift's  bl«od  *for  the 
moit  defperate  cafe^  that  churches  can  be  in  ?  Oh  if 
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Itauiacps  mnl  'p^le^wcfr  6pplfin|r  t»  him  V  ^^^ 
tiief e  would  be ' hope*  Should  vtre  not  then  .pioad i wkk 
^rartiNrthertbcMmli^derher  ^efodumB  fvom  Ged^'and 
td^te  tfaepif  ikumbkd  and  «rio«mfor  thenij«fid  tottwia 
ifomifbcm' to  the  Lovd^by  true  repentance  und-tefov^ 
iitaMiH  <Md'liopr%yaiMd:: plead' his  promifea  <of.  mercf 
ihiiMiigbjh$iuai0hfift»^f4K!v^3'thatin  )er.  ui.  22«  ^  Re« 
tfomiy  yc  backflidkig-ahMdrenr  and'l  will4ieal  yourffaack* 
ifitdiii|^f*'<  We  have  Ji^i7  4atd^J%adaftM'pn(Mifl^  «vt« 
^enoe^ef .iitevLoTd-8  mtlmjHneistio  i^Bturn  and  heal  oa$ 
nfitfaftt  a- wondeflttl^ftepbaa  he^madc  ^oyvsards  it^  hypowr* 
hig  o«t>  kt«  Sptfk  updn  iSowral  cofi^re^tions  of  the 
4aoM  r  ^O^what'OOtoiiitajtemsnt^ththU  gtvethcwhoie 
.land  to  apply -to  ihim  for  aieTcy,4ind'Co  fet  abour  refor- 
Miftion  I  particttlariy^to  our  General  AflembHes  and  idl 
inferior  jiidtoatortes,  to  go.out>aod'meet<a  merciful  ve* 
turaifig  God,  whoiias.iuxde%^t  tti  oiar  xmn^  and  4haic 
in  the  Miwyof'faifhf'lHiniBiBtiofi  and  prayer 4 'dTiyifig 
:  fin^erely  to  tdo^ll  iw  their  poMftr  to  i«nMve>  the  gro  a  nds 
;of^he  Lord's 'oontrairet^t^rediiefs  grievancte,  amend 
-whtft  io'Wtfong,  andftafce'«(rcry  ftumbliog'blotlc  out  «f 
>tlie- «ray  ^f  fermis  <weU-'meaittng  p^qple,  irhichias  im- 
^proven  as  an  occaftim  of  ovriameti tabic  dtviGons..  'For 
-tisA  end%  let  ua  liumbly>plead"Wtth  'Our  Mother. 

i.  in. as 'much  afr'the  ohisrchis  and  ought  to'  be  the 

•pillar  and  <g«o«ii|d' of  the  truth,  «id  her ^'judicaoorici  are 

bound  toaflert,  maintain  and  defend  everyone  of  God^ 

«trurtis  wh«n  attacked  by  adverfaftee,  'to  trattfniit  thcoi 

in  their^rity  to  poftenty,  and  to  give  their  tcftimotir 

'and  approbation  U}  tham,  for  upfaokitng  them  a^aindi: 

thofe  teaehen  w4io  would  ov»iturn  them ;  and  Iceing 

all  th&'mtf  mbers  of  the  judicatories  in  thie  ohorch  have 

Cubfertbed  'Our  Confeffion  of  Faith,  aiKd  profdatoaii- 

-here  40  the  truths  tJ»erein,  we/hu(nblf'{)lead  th^t  thef 

«^>niay^hew  moret  conoern  for  the  fupport  of  thefc  trutl^ 

than  ha&'bieen  dons  of  lat&years*    it  is  to  be  regretted, 

that  not  only  the  Sptfcopal  cievgyi  but  f^veral  mtoiftevs 

of  this  church,  'havo  taught  and  vented  err«rS(,  and  re* 

'Ooinmetided  erroneous  bboks ;  and  fome  of  them  bars 

-been  arraigned  before  the  General  Afiei«bly,  as  Piofcf- 

"  £i>r'Sitnfony  t^rofeflbr  -CampbeU  and  Ur' Wiihart ;-  and 

though 


thbiigl!  "we  an  far  froftfi  tUnimig  that  tUb  dusodi  haA 
adopted  or  homdogated  any  cf  their  tmxfB,  yet  ntgmf 
welUwi(hers  of  the  choTchare  of  opinifm  they  mere  tifit 
fofiiciently  animad?erted  .iipon*  but  too  eaC^^.  difiaitflbd» 
which  ipay  give  encoangement&^^to  otheyi  to  spread  jC9B^ 
•roT.  And  therefore  vpc  beg  leave  to  pleadi  that^ike 
General  Affembly  wruld  in  the  looft  pro^rtaftn^er 
tefttfy  their  abhorrence  of  thefe  errors  wbeieof  the  {wt^ 
faid  perfons  were  accufed,  and  thefe  F6pi&  errors  wimb 
the  Epifcopal  clergy  are  introducing»  ftad  t>ther  enwi 
which  are  propagated  through  theifland$  and  give  vasiH 
ning  to  ail  the  minifter&aiid  members  of  tbia^hiirdilo 
guard  againft  thtxn,  and  ftudy  to  prevent  th^  infedion 
cf  them  t  and  particularly  thefe  error^  i«hich  firike»tf 
gainft  the  dodrine  of  the  glorious  Trinity^  and  the  om* 
nefs  of  the  Godhead ;  or  againft  the  fupreme  Deity  of 
our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus/Chrift ;  or  egaitiA 
the  doctrines  of  free  grace,  in  our  juftificatioa  at^  fid* 
vaticm;  and  of  the  gl«ry  of  God  betn^i^e  c^ieffpriiy 
and  motive  of  virtue  and  religion.  And  alfo»  that  the 
Aflembly  would  declare^  tkatat  is  not  fbfficteot  Uk  a& 
foilzie  any  man  procefled  for  error,  that  he  .piofefn:.  his 
adherence  to  our  Confeffion  of  Faith,  -or^  explain  hit 
words  into  a  fenfe  eonfiftent  widiit;  b«it  that. he  ex* 
preisly  refiounce  thofe  orvors  which  are  charged  upon 
hiim  from  his  words,  according  to. the  plain JAdiobviotia 
fenfe  of  them%  .    . 

II.  We  would  alfo  plead,  that  though  the . precious 
doctrines  of^he  fupreniacy  and  head(h!p  pf 'Our-Loid 
Jefus^  Chrift  over  his  church,  and  the  churfih'e^intnofic 
power  derifcd  from  him,  ace  weU  aflertcd  miour  Con- 
feiSon  of  Faith,  Larger  Catceh»fm,  Fom.  of  .Church^ 
government  approven  by  AflemUy  1645^,  Form  of  Prqh 
cefs  1 707,  and^ther  pubhcdeeds  of  this  dnmh,agreea*i 
blyto  the  holy  Scriptures  9  yet,  in  •  regard  imus  things 
have  been  done  both  of  old  andof  late^which  fippear 
not  fe  agreeable  to  tlufe  excellent  piineiplca,'^  that  the 
Ailembly  would  declare  their  deteilation  of  tC^ery  tluof^* 
whether  in  fentiment  or  prafkice,  that  ta  inoDil&fteot 
with  drift's  Headflttp,  land  the  ehuroh'a  intsinficpoflVf: 
^r,  ^Med  in  our  ConfefliDaof  Faith,  parttculti^ly  chap^ 


Wn«  'IScA.^  iv^i.^hf  Adbi!tt6fefe$  ^  The  Imdiji^m 
tSMft ^  :>  fts  SAng  ^n6  fldid  of  his  cborckt  hadli  rth<ma 
sfmooHrdfagovcvninefitinthe  haiid  of  ehuvch  o&cer^ 

-  IIL  We  niiift'  JtkewHe '  plead  with  oar  Motlier^Tt<> 
l:}ea^  clofe}f«tD  4}ur  reformation  princifyles»  atidtcarrf 
always  tdwsmis  the  grieranceof  patronage  as  a  fiilful 
u&ypatioii  upon  the  diurcht)f  God^  as  the  church  hath 
fteqtiemlf  4leelared  both  of  old  and  of  late»  And  air 
though  we  know  there  have,  been  laudable  ende^^outs 
ufed  by>thig  church  to  be  freed  from  this  uAirpation, 
ilich  as  the  comintffion-s  addreis  in  the  year  171 2«  ap^ 
ptoved  by  the  next  ABembly  -,.  die  memorial  of  Aflem^ 
\Af  1 715  ;  the  comtnUfion's  fending  mimfter&to/SiOiU 
don  in  1717  to  feek  relief  fro?n  it  j  and  alfo  the  com- 
mifton  17341  and  again  the  AfTembly  173S9  fendiog 
a^mtiKoners  with  ad<b'efie9  for.  repealhig  the  patroA« 
age^a&  :  and  when  all  thefe  endeavours  proved  uftfuc- 
c^fsfttl,  the  Afi*aikbly  1736  did^, by  their  fdemnand.de* 
liberate  vefoltttton»  printed  to  the  world»  give  it  a6  their 
lodgnKnt  that -it  was  ftUl  moft  .pft  and  fit,  upon  &e , 
firft  lavouraUe  occafioa,^  to  apply  for  redrefs^^  of.  tMs 
^tefance ;  and  did  reoord  their  weighty  grouuds.  and 
reafons  for  it :  and  alfo  the  fatd  Afiembly  1736^  a£t  14. 
did  aflert  our  principled  againft  iatntfioas^  and  homolo- 
gate our  ftandards  and  former  good  z&s  of  AiTembijr  te* 
latfve  thereto :  Yet  we  cannot  but  lament,  that»  not- 
Vfithi^uding  ail  thefe  deeds,  there  ait  many  nsunifters 
and-  preachers  who  ftiU  encoutage  aind  ftrengthen  the 
ufQij)atton  of  patronage,  and  chuiie'  fettlemcnts^  by.pn}? 
feutattons^pithev  than  by  gOfpel  calbe^for  wbiclithi^i<^.w 
ftitt  leaves  an  open  door.  And  the  judicatorieiS  ^an? 
hi^  at  this  their  unaccountable  pra^bice^  and  even  p1^- 
-  tnide  Cmmhjof  them  upon  reki£lant  cojlgcega^ions^ 
capable  and  willing  to  make,  a  right  choice  for  them^ 
fidves  ^  whidx  |i3s  occafioned  a  difmal  fcatteimg  of  the 
Sock^of  Chrift^  and  miferaUe  animofitte^^diford^^,  atul 
dii^a^flions^  in  many  places  of  thethnd,  to  the  great 
hindrance  of  the  gofpel.  For  remedying  whereof  it  is 
humblypropofedi  i.  That  the  GcBeial  Ail^mbiy  :^uid 

declare^ 


496^  >f  J»y^]gdna|Niri^ 

nt'cEfUff  to  vaicafit  pmOii^j^  %£t  d6^^pttim%f4^ifik^ 
httdam  to  ebuib  thtip.tAintftqtSif^^braifMwr ^fifhO'iSfQhc^ 
l^ine  and  government  ofdiistchjmlHv^KhiUifbf-Af  Flil^^ 
muU^  1711  all  mimftem  im6  prtSKbm^  iwai'  iibmi^Wf 
t^ppTf  miA  maintatti^  aitd  to*  dornotlUhg  ^/kf^BSf  a#th» 
difa9;Jy.tQ('tbe'pceiudicerithinreG<^.  as  it  w<t}ii^ti<>'iJlroHMK'^ 
d/;T]%at  the.  Afibmbl^  vrvuhlidffel^gdiitiiimfiiftiiMK^ 
preacb^rj^  to:.tia&e  fneafiii^to*iDbtitod9itlteliifeh«fir<n&l^ 
fherS'  ttjpon  cohf^r^attion^  againib  tfaeilr  iwl^>%ipM£Blii^ 
tatiq<is«or  aiijfottor  ^vf^.zn^io'deehAK  iSjiatfphfhm*' 
accepting oif  0f  adhering^to  a ^efimtanfitty  fik«^i^  ftaftiy-^ 
m;,the.  way  of  a  Preifejiterf  V.  ftee  .nqjMdirMkiun^^tiM^^^a^'^ 
pa'cifii'»frM  ^tdiony  he  ihaHbeikUposd!  d|k»  tfH^Ji'  it»^ 
feturvoC.  the  {Mnn^F^eftfaa^iohufchy  tivd  rti«a«^«l«^^ 
gmky  of  coattaveciung:  hts.iibldinlrrveiigagtimMi:^  byiffair' 
few.  Formate  and  otlwrwife.     3^-Tfeat^  the  > AffcMili»*«^ 
woobd  hifbrcethe.  14th  a£iaf  Affisovbky  i';^&  ft^m' 
inttfuBonSy  »nd  taheoate  in  aU'£ettl«flOeiilB,'^Md  ikitiail'- 
a£l$  Whkb  may  be  frafnued  coucemtngrtii^itti  Mlkt^' 
lam  om*  priatijple^B)  aod  ;(he  juftirij^so&GhrfftiRivei^lilii't 
gregatif^fii  v  s^d  eiSLpreffiljr  difcharge  YUiiiifeiior(]iMUc&^ ' 
toriosrto  fi^ant  any  pajriCki contrary. to«^ thai «M«mI  mf -thci^' 
eldcrjb))^  tmii ChtiLliJO  psopl^^  wiAu  cerliicamD^iifciiMi 
inn  tbiiroU  n<(^  grotti^  tef  oxpeA^  tiaf  ^dse  gttartsnAPOfi^  > 
sk  gofpeKminiftrf  Clin  be  iri>taia«dim£Bdi»iM0e<i4(Ntlli>'^- 
mtnts^^  4*.  Tba6»  the  A&mUy  would  enjoint  M  jwdiMb^ ' 
terks  and  mimfiera  to^htve  adftnegiatdit^skl^^ec 
members  of  Chris's  fiocl^  and  toc^i  feiniM  psa^g^ 
CMftiaos^  tnd  not  to  ddipyfe  tho&ol  >them  wIkii-A*^ 
poor  afid;  mean  In*  the  worlds  but  to  eftscnv  and^'ffet' 
bonoav  upon  th6n1y<aodfeek  an^ inteBBit*  an.  their  jnay* 
€rs>  ap^tbave  a  regard  to.their  iiutdinatianar  Jar^^antiii^^  • 
palUhes:   and  in  all  deoifions  about  fettksflentf  and;  - 
cafqs^  \irberem  the  gkiry  of  God  and  good'ol  fattlsf-aMT'- 
highly  conifemed^  to  guard  againft  die  fear  of  ibas>  Wftidi^ 
brings  a  fnare»    Axid.«o  betvaieof  ati  ibch^ajfi  manif  ^'  ' 
»m)ti>»  or  untendter  ftepsy  as  loay  ^vegoad  menfrMi  •  ' 
jodkatoiriefi  or  the  00  iimttnion  .otithe  c^if eh  '^'  Tbrft    ' 
the  A(&mWy  take  cart  thattiUcoxiceviiecl  in^QaMng  <ef-- 
minUters  hiivc  frecdimLto  aA^  withoat  aafcpMpidfian  <- 

or 


cop|ifC|pti«M  «irbo.,haTe'been^  ag^red  by  the  fettle* 
tMiit  jDf>a»nifta»  widiottt  their  ^Afent,  fliall  foe  iteit* 
ed  witheompmon  and  ksiity;  and  to  fall  upon  methods 
ta- rMMEMfvob  •milifttfTi  from  theifii  when  parifhei 
ca9$ot  be  biOM^t  to  fmbmit  to  tWi.     7.  lliat  the 
Aflffmbly  appoint*  that  all  appeals  from  the  fentence^ 
<jfL>fi|r90^ciie'-be  ofily  to  the  Geneval  Affembly;  and^  i£; 
theK  b^'tfiyiof  them,  which  the  A^embly  cannot  Over- 
takiff^'lhat.the^bc  tefesred  to'  the  commilBon^  to  be 
ju4({e4  by  tbem  at  tneetangimenediately  after  the  Af- 
ienaUyi  ^.b6n  tfamr  diets  are  nttmetoas'i  it  not  beihj^ 
fligceoablc>tofrd[byterian  priticipleft  and  parity,  that  at 
gmiJ^  number  of  mtotftara  (hould  be  fubjefied  to  \hi 
amtbotifef  and  }«Mlgenieiit  of  a  lefler.     i.  That  pre{by^ 
teiicss  be  fttt^y  iajoinod  toi>e  moft  catef al  and  confer 
enlwiM  lA^iceiiring'  men  to  preach  the  gbfpet,  and  in 
qbj^rfiHg  the  maiiy  f^od  ads  of  Atfembly  therda&em ; 
and  .tbiNt  li^i^h  presbyteries  and  fytiods  (hall  en^uife;^ 
hot'OtJi^F  Uitpf their  Itteraturr,  but  alfo  into  thdr  fenfe. 
andtCavoiut  of  traefi|odiinefS)  and  into;  their  ac^aaintance 
with  the  tffue  gpfpel-fcfhemc  of  juftification^  arid  the 
wafiof  loaluflghiif^S'of  Chfift^  and  U^^      by  faith  upon 
hila;i>?ind;wiKhikewo(k<of  the  Spirit  upon  chdtr  jbuls^ 
andnOitporiittfittaltidigioD;  and  alfo  enquire'  intts  their 
fenHmeiics-coocormng  patrcKiage  and  other  grievances 
ef  dbfi«bunth.:'<  And  that  prefl^tertea  recommend  none 
to  fjinodi  or.iotbfr  pEeibyteries  to  be  entered  upon  trials; 
butiaeb  as  ^iiey  can  fafely.atte^  in  ternia  of  thefe  ifk^ 
.  and  f»iles>w    9.  That  the  Afiembly  declare,  that  as  it  is( 
tho^^ty^of  aatnifters^  fo.they  ar«ftill  at  full  freedom,  to 
teHif  y  in  a  becoming  manner^  and  opon  proper  grounds 
agswft  the  prevailing  corruptions  of  the  times^  and  eveir 
againft  nrli^t  isr  wrong  in  the  a£ks  and  proceedings  of 
chiireh  judicatories*     10.  That  preiijyteries  be  ihjoin- 
ed  to  bei  Itri&^y  confcientious  iii  attesting  ruling  eldersi 
\vh^aii<i.liQi$t  in  Aflemblies  or  commiffions^  and  par^ 
ticuljurly  that  they  be  i^uali&Bd  ia terms  of  the  9fth  2L€k 
bf  Affsmhly  17^2^  as  their  atteftatidn  is  appointed  t6 
bear  h  Md  that  ««ery  prefbyttty.  fhall  caiifc:  react  the' 
faid  adL.  e.v<ify  tMK  before  they  either  chufe  or  atteft 
VoLiiV,  3  ^      •  a«y 


4^  ATatr  anJ'fo^m^Tifstimnfi 

any  elifen  r r.  Thaf  tfcc  Aflfemblf  nkAe  iMove- natron 
ei>qtrity  into  the  fight  arid^  watr^nt  wilieh  c^kges  art^ 
royal  fcurghs  h^vc  td  chitife  minlftcw  tr  eM%rf  to  fir  til 
the  GcncrairAflrmbljr. 

IV.  Wtf  htimbry  plead  that  n^toflat  f^ft^iit^tliffiikf*- 
pirmgi  may  be  more  frequently  apfoiftee^,  whert  Odd- 
ifi  his  proTidencc  call*  nmd  them  j  and  that  no  dC€»» 
fion  be  given  to  any  to  fay  that  die  chuteh  has  refigiied 
her  i^owef  into  the  hartch  of  the  m^giftrate.  And 
feeing  at  tht3  time  fheref  Hz  m«»feft  gftwtb  dl  ifl4>-* 
delity,  erriw  and  impiety  ;  of  ckfeQians,  grofs  finfs^atid 
abontinationff;  of  contempt  of  God,  perjuries,  and  mi- 
ncceffary  nroFtiplying  of  oath»  5  of  woM  ditndons, 
breaches,  and  want  of  bfothetiy^  love  and  ClinAian 
charity ;  facfides  grietiftg  of  the  Holf  Spirit,  tnd  mani- 
fold fpf ritual  plagues  every' where  abouncKrig';  and  ait* 
fo  the  tetribfe  judgement*  of  the  i^tftd;  and  pi^oe 
raging  in  other  nations,  which  may  very  foofn  neafch  ua ; 
all  which  are  vifible  tokcrtd  of  Hhc  Lot^h  tftger  aiidl  IH- 
^gnation  gone  out  againft  ps,  and  call  na  lotidly  fio- 
mpurning  and  huitiiliatidn  before  the  Loi^f  Wbefe* 
fore  we  think  it  our  duty  to  piead  with  ii»mUky«  thtr 
the  General  AflemMy  would  hy  thefe  thfag<^  tD  heiltj 
and. appoint  a  folemn  national  fall:  to  be  rcfigidufty  dfb^ 
ferved  becaufe  of  thent :  and  that  they  wotttJ  be  more 
particular  tlran  heretofore,  in  en umeratifi^  the  grounds 
and  caufes  of  the  faid  faftj  namely,  Qur  own^and  our 
forefathers  fins  and  d6fc£tion«,  by  cbtenant  breaWtig,  * 
»nd  treacherons  dealing- with  God,  and'  the  fearfolltt* 
dignities  done  to  our  folemn  covenants  in  the  iatc 
times,  taken  notice  of  by  the  Aflembly  17^1 }  the  Uaf- 
phemous  advancing  the  magiftrate's  fupreraacy  ovef 
the  houfc  of  God  5  the  impofing  and  taking  of  finfo) 
Oaths,  cfpcciaUythe  felf-contradi^tory  ST^  ^  til&  ihed<* 
ding  the  biopd  of  God's  fervants  and  people-  for  not 
complying  with  theeVil  courfes  of  thefe  ttiAet;  the 
Efq/lian  encroachments  made  upon  the  Headfhfp  of 
Chrift,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  church  \ 
the  encourdgement  Which  is  given  to  all  manner  of 
errors  ^  our  backflidings  from  reformatbn  principled^  the 
intrufions  made  upon  congregations,  and  the  fcacteriJig 

of 


of  tbc  L9;:dV  4pf k ;  tbe  ^boandbgiOfaH' manner  of 
profanity  and  unqaoridxty,  AtbriCtn  and  blafphemy,  t(m 
pccially  m  our  arxnies  and  fleets,'  which;^  alas !  tre  fo 

Eieat  and  ai^owied  in  tiitm^  that,  inftead  of  fexving  as  a 
edg^  and  defence  to  us,  tbeir  fms  niay  provoke  the 
X«osd  to.  bring  defolating  ili'pkes  both  on  tiiem  and 
ya.  Thefci  and  many  other  fins^  evils  and  defe&ion$| 
before  mejitioned  and  witoefled  againft  in  this  51^'- 
Mnoiiy  j(to  which  we  refer)  nnay  very  fitly  be  brought  in 
«l(iiong  tb^  ipaufes  of  ^  a  national  faft,  feeing  they  great* 
ly  abound  in  the  land  \,  and  efpccially  that  fin  nv^lch 
«uy  be  recjkoned  the  fourcc  pf  aU  the  .reft,  namely,  the 
^^  undervaluinig  of  redeeming  love^  and  flightiag  of-  the 
I>^rd  Jefus  Chrill"  ofiered  to  us  in  the  go^el,  and  our 
woful  mifimproveraent  of  the  means  of  grace^  «id  walk^  . 
jngunanfurejcably.to  them, 

V*  As  we  thin&oinrfelyes  bound  thus  to  plead  urith  our 
I^othei^  to  do  au'ay  her  fins  und  provocations,  and  put 
^  ibop  -to  all  her  defe£kions ;  fo  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
^ad  with  h^  io  d^iberate  upon,  and  take  the  moft 
pf0ip^x  and  e&dual  methods  for  revmng  the  povrr  of 
godlinefst^nd ^e prafiice .of go^elholinefs ;  and par- 
fi^A^ry  tlwtcyr  General  A/femblics,  wiien  thcj^  xneet, 
iifpuld  fet  apari:  diets  for  thefe  ^nds,  and  would  aifo  re«* 
^oinmen^  it  ^fnilf  to  fynods^preibyteries,  kirk-&{fion5, 
and  fixate -CnrUtian^  to  confult  tt^gether  for  promot'- 
ii^  religion^  s^  godlinefs  in  the  bounds  where  they 
Jive,  and  to  bave  their  fet  times  jof  meeting  for  fpiritual 
co^fcrraceifaftitg,  prsy^and  wreftliUjgtfor  the  down- 
poutuQig  of  the  %irit  upon  the  wKole  ehurcb  and  isnd, 
for  awakening,  convincing,  converting  and  reforming 
a  fecure  and  finful  people  j  and  at  thefe  meetings  to 
quicken^  excite  and  exhort  one  another  to  all  religi- 
ous dqties  and  Chriftian  offices,  looking  earneftly  to 
the    Lord  for  hip  Spirit's  influence  and  fpecial    blef- 
fing  upon  ^11  thefe  means  and  endeavours,  and  con- 
tinuing ilill  ia  the  ufe  of  means,  waiting  for  a  more 
plentiful   effiifion  of  the  Spirit,    until  at  length    the 
whole  land  arrive  at  the  nappy   frame  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  our  forefathers,  when  they  with  one  confent 
renewed  covenant  with  God,  ahd  dedicated  themclvcs 
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and  &eir  |>ofterity  iintathe  Lord.  And  that  they  re^ 
commend  it  cfpcciallf  to  the  minifters  to  be  exemplary 
.a?id  aQivelyJoflrumcntal  in  (uch  religious  projefta  and 
deCgns  ampng  their  people,  and  even  to  travail  in  birth 
till  Chrift  be  formed  in  their  fouls ;  and  carefully  to  obr 
fervc  the  dircaionsofthc  yth  aft  of  Affembly  17J6, 
concerning  the  preaching  of  Chrift  and  regeneration  to 
them,  and  prefling  morality  in  a  gofpel-ftrain  ;  and  in 
their  miniftrations  tp  make  a  difference  betwixt  the 
precious  and  the  vile,  between  humble,  praying  circum- 
fpcfl:  Chriftians,  and  formal  profeflbrs ;  to  honour  them 
that  fear  the  J^ord,  though  they  be  poor ;  to  fpeak  well 
of  them^  fupport  their  chara£i;ers  againft  enemies  and 
icoffers,  and  carry  with  them  greater  familiarity  to 
them  than  others. 

O  how  pleafant  an4  deCrable  a  fight  would  it  be,  to 
fee  minifters,  elders  and  Chriftians,  joining  in  fuch  noblq 
defigns  aiid  endeavours  !  What  a  promiQng  token  for 
good  would  it  be,  if  all  the  minifters  and  members  of 
this  church  were  fetting  abput  wreftling  and  prayer  for 
the  Lord's  returning  unto  us  by  his  Spirit,  and  endea- 
vouring a  perfonal  and  general  reformation  of  all  that 
is  wrong  ampng  us,  and  in  tlus  way  ftudying  to  keep 
the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  with  all 
lowlinefs,  meeknefs  and  long  fuffcring,  forbearing  one 
another'in  love !  Thefe  things,  if  gone  into,  we  hope 
would  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  honour  and  wel- 
fare of  this  church,  the  credit  of  the  holy  miniftry,  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  the  Lord's  people,  aiid  the 
pealing  of  our  prefent  miferable  rents  and  breaphes. 
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ADVERT!  S  E  M  E  N  TT^' 
'  •   ^  -'    '      '     \   '  '- 

IT  is  fit  the  Reader  (hotild  know,  that  the  preceding 
Testimony  was  figned  Stnd  fent  to  the  prefs  before 
the  Affembly  17445  otherwifefome  occurrences,  which 
have  made  fome  noife  fince  that  time,  had  been  noticed 

"in  it,  fome  of  which  I  (hall  mention  in  a  Pojlfcript  after 
the  Adherence  and  fubfcriptions  fubjoiried  to  this  Tefti- 
mony.  , 

Likewife  it  is  proper  to  acquaint  the  Reader  (left  lie 
be  furprifed  with  the  paucity  of  the  fubfcribers)  that 

"there  were  not  Very  many  who  had  opportunity  to  fee 
and  pcrufe  the  Tejlimony  before  it  was  publiflied ;  and 
a  great  part  of  thofe  who  did  fee  it,  though  they  agreed 
to  the  fcope  and  fubftancQ  of  it,  in  regard  it  contained 
their  fentiments,  yet  they  thought  not  proper  to  fub- 
fcribe  it  upon  fome  prudential  confiderations,  which 
Cwith  all  fiibminion)  I  cannot  fay  have  the  fame  weight 
With  me  as  with  them.  Yet  at  the  fame  time  I  am 
tound  in  jufticctoown,  that  fundry  of  thefeareperfons 
whom  I  highly  value,  and  reckon  to  be  rei^l  friends  of 
truth  and  reformation  as  well  as  others.  Wherefore^ 
when  I  found  things  turn  out  in  this  manner,  and  not 
as  I  expe£led,  I  defifted  from  afting  more  fubfcriptiohs 
to  this  Tefitmonyy  which  (as  told  in  the  Preface  and  in 
the  Adherence)  was  not  defigned  to  be  the  bacfge  of  a 

'party,  or  a  term  of  communion.  But  if  any  now,  uppb 
leeing  and  co;ifidering  this  Tefltmony  vfhen  publiOied, 
>vith  the  reafons  for  it,  {hall  incline  to  join  with  it,  and 
fend  their  fubfcriptions  to  the  Printer,  with  fuch  form 
of  Adherence,  Exceptions  or  Amendments,  as  they  think 
proper,  they  (hall  be  taken  inj^  and  juftice  done  them  in 
a  fecond  Edition,  if  it  be  called  for. 

As  for  thofe  who  have  willingly  oflFered  their  fubfcrip. 
tions  to  this  Effay,  I  could  not  warrantably  fupprefs 
them,  though  few,  without  their  own  confent.  •  God 
may  countenance  the  honeil  mints  of  a  fmall  number 
when  he  thinks  fit.  WKerefore  I  fliall  annex  them  her^, 
yrith  the  form  of  Adherence  which  they  agreed  unto. 

ADHERENCE. 
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WE,  whofc  names  are  underwritten,  having  fccn 
and  confidcred  the  above  Paper,  called^  jf  Pair 
and  Im partial  Tesiimo fly ^  &c.  do  hereby  declare,  That 
we  thiiik  the  fcope  an<1  intention  of  it  good,  and  that  it 
doth  exprefs  the  fentiments  of  many  minifters,  eiders 
and  Chriftian  people  of  the  church  of  Scot/and,  concetti- 
ing  the  principles,  wreftlings,  and  attainments  of  the 
faid  church,  and  concerning. the  defeftions,  corruptions 
and  evils  therein  .mentioned.  And  in  regard  the  faid 
teftimony  feema  to  be  drawn  up  with  impartiality,  plain- 
nefs,  and  uprightnefs  of  defign,  not  to  be  the  badge  o^ 
a' party,  or  a  term  of  communion;  but  a  banner  for 
truths  a  prompter  to  reformation,  and  the  means  of 
Kealing  breaches  :  we  humbly  judge  it  needful  and 
feafonable  in  this  day  oi  Bacljlidinp  and  Jiivijion  ;*  hop- 
ing it  may  he  wfeful  for  maintaining  and  prefcrving 
truth,  purity  and  godlinefs  in  the  prefent  age,  and  for 
tranfmitting  the  ("ame  to  pofterity ;  and  that  it  will  ei- 
ther be  £bme  check  to  the  progrefs  of  corruption,  or  a 
landing  witnefs  ag^infl:  it.  Wherefore  we  join  with 
the  faid  'iestimony  in  witncffing  for  the  truths,  and  a^ 
jKainft  the  evils  therein  foecified  ;  and  in  pleading  wiA 
o\xi  Mother  to  exert  herlclf  to  flop  DefeBion^  and  cflij 
Reformation.     And  have  fubfcribed'thefe  prcfents, 

Jo.  WiLLJSON,  Af.  A.  Minifter  at  Dundee. 
Jo.  Gillies,  Af.  A.  lAimAtx  zX  €larraldJione. 
Jo.  Row.  M*  A.  Minifter  at  Navare  and  Lethmt* 
Ja«  Small,  AC  vf..  Minifter  at  C^irmyAV. 
Dav.  Blair,  -ftf.  A.  Minifter  at  Brechin. 
Geo.  Aitken*  M.  A.  Minifter  at  Montrq/e^ 
Geo.  Lton,  M-  A.  Minifter  at  Longf organ. 
Geo.  Mark,  Af.  A  Minifter  at  Murrofe. 
George  Peter,  Elder* 
Gideon  Ruti^erforDj  Eldct. 

POSTSCRIT. 
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THE  rcafon  why  fome  late  occurrences  arc  not 
in  the  Te/lhnony  was  given  before.  Whcrefgtre 
I  mull  now  add  a  word  relating  to  fome  of  them.  And, 
ift^  concerning  Mr  Leechman'd  fiermon  on  prayer, 
foJl  publifhed  laft  year,  which  wan  quarrelled  by  the 
preibytcry  of  Glafgow,  and  brought  before  the  fynod, 
and  afterward^  to  the  Aflembly  this  year  2744.  Had 
Mr  Leechman  written  what  he  faith  in  that  ftrmoa 
by  way  of  a  letter  to  a  Deift  or  an  enemy  to  prayer,  in  - 
order  to  prove  the  reafonablenefs  and  advantages  of 
prayer>  it  mght  have  paffrd  without  obfcrvation  :  But 
for  a  preacher  of  Chrift  to  deliver  fuch  a  fermon  to  a 
Chriftian  audience,  that  perhaps  never  heard  him  before,, 
and  might  never  hear  hi^n  again,  and  to  publlfh  k  too, 
in  this  form,  to  the  whole  world,  is  to  me  very  fur- 
prifing  and  ofFenfivc.  For  when  he  propofes  to  teach 
his  Chriftian  hearers  a»d  readers  the  nature  of  prayer^ 
he  prcfcnts  God  as  the  objeft  of  it  merely  as  our  Creai- 
tor,  without  any  relation  to  Je/us  Chrifi  the  onfy  MTe- 
diator  betwixt  t5od  and  roan :  He  never  fpeaks  of  God 
as  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  nor  of  the  merir,  fatisfafliorr, 
or  interccflion  of  Chrift,  through  which  prayer  can 
only  be  oifered  acceptably  to  God,  more  than  the  old 
Heathens  ;  nor  fpeaks  he  of  the  influtnce  or  afliftance 
of  the  flb^  Spirit,  by  which  the  duty  is  to  be  perform, 
cd.  The  difpofition  of  mind  which  he  chiefly  recom- 
mends  to  his  hearers,  for  acceptance  with  God,  is  an 
affured  truft  and  confidence  in  the  mercy  and  go9dnefs 
of  their  Creator,  without  once  telling  them  through  alt 
the  fermon  (which  is  long)  of  the  channel  through 
which  God's  mercy  and  goodhefs  doth  flow  to  men, 
that  he  is  a  *^  confuming  fire"  to  finners  out  of  Chrift. 
Nay,  without  noticingthe  Scripture  acct)unt  of  the  con- 
veyance  of  Divine  mercy,  he  aflerts  that  thofe  who 
pray,  trufting  in  their  Creator's  mercy,  fhall  be  heard 
and  accepted.      See  fermon,   ad,  edit.  P.  7,  8,  lo, 
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2.  I  know  it  is  faid^  That  the  preacheri  notwithftand* 
itig  thefe  defe£is»  I8  orthodox  ;  and  that  he  ma  je  found"  « 
declarations  for  the  truth  before  the  judicatories.  Bdt, 
ft  my  humble  opinion,  let  his  after  declaracions,  when 
in  hazard  of  cenfure,  be  never  fo  found,  yet  the  forefaid 
omiffions  in  a  printed  fermon  are  fo  very  culpablCi  a^d 
fach  a  bad  example  to  ftudents  of  divinity  in  one  that  is 
thdr  teacher,  that  the  fermon  ought  to  have  been  dif*  . 
approven,  the  preacher  admoniftied,. all  preachers  warn- 
ed againft  fu^h  a  Chriftlef:^  way  of  preaching,  aiid  a 
warm  tecommcndation  given  them  to  obferve  the  7th 
aft  of  Afltfmbly  1736  concerning  Evangelical  preaching; 
Nay,  the  prefbytery  of  Glafgow  deferved  thanks  for  the 
pains  they  had  taken  to  enquire  into  that  fermon  in  6- 
bediencc  to  the  faid  aft  of  Affcmbly,  which  inj(t>ins  all 
preachers  to  have  a  fpecial  regard  and  eye  to  Chrift  in' 
all  their  ferhiohs,  and  prefbyteries  to  fee  that  they.db  it/  . 
Oh  how  worthlcfs,  lifeleft,  faplefs  and  fruitlefs,  rtiuft  all 
our  preachings  and  prayers  be,  if  precious  Chrift  be  left  . 
out  of  them  !  Mr  Leechman's  fermon  is  one  inftahce, 
among  m^ny,  to;  (hew  how  too  well  grounded  thofe  . 
fears  are,  which  are  exprefled  in  the  Testtmonf^  that 
the  faid  zA  of  AfTembly  is  but  little  regarded,  and 
that  the  numbers  are  increafing  of  thofe^  who  preach 
moral  duties  without  relation  to  Chrift,  through  whofc 
ftrength  all  our  duties  are  to  be  performed,  and  through 
whife  rigliteoufnefs  they  muft  be  accepted.  Andj^alas ! 
it  feems  to  portend  liftle  good  to  this  poor  churcli,  when 
men  fo  little  verlant  in  the  CliriHian  mediatory  fcheme, 
or  fo  unaccuftomed  to  evangelical  preaching  4iid  teach- 
ing, are  made  profciSbrs  of  divinity,  and  entrulled  with 
the  education  of  young  men  for  the  holy  mlniftrjr.  Nei* 
ther  doth  it  bode  well,  when  men,  aflocn  as  they 
acquire  fonfe  title  to  a  Profeffor's  chair  by  the  choice  of 
a  patron,  or  of  laicks  of  any  fort,  do  ftraightway  dcthit 
their  paftoral  charge,  and  pufli  (6n  their  Own  tranflatioil 
to  the  chair,  without  any  call  or  concurfence  from  thcf 
church.  As  that  was  not  the  ]^  raft  ice  of  former  tiimes, 
fo  it  looks  too  like  the  difallowed  praftice  V  thoftf  Fr(M 
pheii  who  ran  before  they  were  fent^i  Jer,  x%\\u  2t-     A 
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ru{ining9  alas!  that  greatly  abounds  in  thisi.  ^y  f  May 
the  i4ord  in  mercy  put  a  ftop  to  it ! 

Aaothdr  thing  I  niuft  here  notice ;  there  is  fomc^Kit\g 
dropt  in  the  Testitfi^ny^  in  favours  of  th^  7  th  zSt  of 
Aijembly  1722,  relating  to  the  Marrow,  &c.  wjuch 
aflt  I  fee  is  heavily  charged  by  the  Aflbciatc  Prcfbytery 
in  tlficir  aflt  concerning  the  doftrinc  of  grace,  whjch  I 
had  not  occaGon  to  read  before  the  Testimonyi  was.  femt 
to  the  prefs.    I  have  now  again  read  over  the  Affembly's 
a^^  and  upon  fecond  thoughts  I  (hall  not  fay  it  is  fo 
'  well  worded  as  could  be  wiihed,  or  that  the  wqrd:^0/^« 
lity\^  fit  to  be  ufed  ip  aflerting  the  neceffity  of  holimfs 
to  fatvation :  but  I  truly  believe  ,the  meaning  of  Aficm*. 
bly  1722  was  found,  and  their  intention  .good,  .viz.  tp 
difapprpve  every  opinion  or  exprefllon  that  tended  any 
way  to  ilacl^en  our  obligation  to  the^ftudy  of  holinefai 
and  the  brethren  have  not  juft  ground  for  tbei;;  barfli 
cciiiure  9f,that  Affembly,  bccaufc  of  their  faying  inex-^ 
plaining  the  neceffity  of  of  holinefs  for  obtaining  cver^ 
lading  hapiunefsj  that  *'  it  is  to  be  meant  onlj  of  ob* 
tallying  the  enjoyment  and  pp0effiQn  o^f  happinefe,  and 
pot^otthe  right  and  title  to  it ;"  .and  tKat  *'  k  is  dap*^ 
gerous  to  a0ett  that  holy  obedience  is  not  a  federal  pf 
conditional  mean,  nor  has  any  kind  of  cafitaljity  ip  order 
to  the  obtaining  of  glpry^  as.it  feems, to  exclude  all  ufe* 
fulnefs  and  iinflu,ence  of  holy  obediencei  in  order  pf 
means  towards  the  pofleffion  of  heaven."    XhisJ^il 
claufe  pf  the  Aflembly's  words  dx)th  plainly  limit  .th^ 
fenfe  in  w^ch  they  difapprQve.tbe,foteiaid  aflfertion,  viz» 
in  fo  far  ^sthey.feem  to  exclude  (he  ufefultiefs  q(hQli- 
nefs;nx>rder  of  means  to  falvatipn^    Vet  the  hrethf^p^ 
without  noticing  that  explanatory  claufe>  do  in  their  ad 
con^erpjng  th^  doctrine  of  grace^  publi(hed  this  ye4r« 
declsire  t^at  the  Aflembly  i7^22t  by  their  faid  7  th  a£k» 
have  opened  a  wide  door  to  Arminian  and  Socinian  ter- 
rors to  overflow  the  church  and  land.     It  is  furprifmg 
that  thi^  h^vy  i^hstrge  againft  that  AiTemblyKas  lien 
dorm^Qit  for  22  years,  until  thenioft  part,  of  that  Afie^i* 
blyj^re  in  their  graves ;  and  that  ih^y  did  not  openly 
compl/^in.of  it  at  pafiing  the  a£l,  but  fubmitted  and 
lived  i^uietly  in  the  communion  of  the  church  for  many 
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years  hereafter.  It  is  uncharitaMc  to  charge  that  AfTeixi- 
bly  with  halding  opinions  contrary  to  the  doBrint  qf 
grace,  when,  in  the  very  a^  they  attack,  th$  Affcmbly 
profeffes  a  clofe  adherence  to  our  Qandards  with  refpeO: 
to  the  doftririe  of  grace.  And,  from  their  own  words, 
we.  have  all  reafon  to  conclude  they  really  did  fo,  and 
that  they  held  that  **  Believers  have  complete  falvation 
and  happinefe,  both  as  to  the  title  to  it  and  poflqffion  of 
it,  only  through  Chrift  and  his  purchafe ;  and  that  thcit 
holinefs  here,  which  is  a  part  of  their  begun  falvation,. 
is  alfo  a  part  of  Chrift's  purchafe,  as  well  as  eternal  glo* 

g;  feeing  it  is  Chrift  that  recovers  the  loft  image  of 
od  to  us,  and  reflores  that  which  he  took  not  away.** 
And  that  they  held,  "  that  no  believer  hath  any  thing 
in  himfelf,  or  of  his  own  doing,  to  reft  upon  or  glory 
in ;  but  that  be  owes  all  to  Chrift,  who  has  obtained 
the  whole  of  our  falvation,  and  every  part  and  degree 
of  it,  by  his  blood  and  merit."  That  they  held  all  this, 
is  evident  from  feveral  places  of  the  faid  aft  of  Aflem* 
Uy  1722,  wherein  they  aflirt,  according  to  our  ftandardc, 
that,  "  God  in  the  covenant  of  grace  freely  offers  to  a 
finnef  life  and  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  proinifes 
and  gives  his  holy  Spirit  to  all  the  elefl:^  to  niake  theio 
able  and  willing  to  believe  and  give  holy  obedience. 
Aifo  they  affert,'  That  God  juftifies  us  freely,  not  for 
any  thing  wrought  in  us  or  done  by  us,  but  for  Chrift's 
fake  alone  :  not  by  imputing  faith  itfelf,  the  aft  of  be- 
lieving, or  any  other  evangelical  obedienbe,  to  us  as  our 
tighteoufnefs ;  but  by  imputing  the  obedience  znd  iatis- 
faftion  of  Chrift  unto  us  only.  That  our  repentance 
doth  hot  make  any  fatisfaftion  foir  fin,  nor  is  any  caufe 
of  the  pardoii  thereof :  That  our  beft  works  cannot  any 
way  merit  eternallife :  that  it  is  a  precious  gofpcl  truth, 
that  beUevcrs  are  free  from  the  l^w  as  it  is  a  covenant  of 
works,  fo  as  thereby  they  are  neither  juftined  aor  con- 
demried,"  &c.        '        /      .         . 

From  thefe  and  feveral  other  exprei&ons  of  Ai!em« 
bly  1722,.  we  may  juftly  conclude,  that  their  meaning 
^n  the  expreffions  quarrellecf  was  found,  and  that  they  in- 
iended  no  hurt  to  the  doftrine  of  grace :  that  tliey  did 
Xiot  mean  that  a  believer'^  holinefs  hath  any  cafuai  xiv 
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fllieiicls  or  virttie  to  putchafc  heaven ;  but  thsdt  it  is  ne« 
^  cefl^ry  in  order  of  mean&  (as  tl)ey,fpeak). towards  the 
'  pofiTeifion  of  it  i  in  regard  that  God  rec^uires  holinefs  ia 
.cvety  believer,  as  the  means  of  pre(iaring  and  making 
him  meict  for  pofleffing  heaven*  So  that  the  Aflembly's 
fenfeis  plainly  this,  That  as  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  way  of  merit  and  purchafe  for  obtaining 
.the 'believer's  right  and  title  to  heaven,  fp  holinefs  in  a 
believer  (which  alfo  Chrift  hath  purchafed)  is  necefiary 
Jn  the  way  of  preparation  and  meetnefs  for  qualifying 
him  for  the  pofTeflion  of  heaven.  Now,  we  fee,  it  is 
,God  himfelf  that  makes  it  fo  neceflary,  by  fixing  an  in- 
'  feparabie  connexion  betwixt  holinefs  and  happinefs,  de- 
claring, Heb.  xii.  14,  that  **  without  holinefs  no  maa 
fliall  lee  the  Lord.*'  Wherefore,  that  our  brethren  gf- 
ter  all  this  fbould  pafs  fuch  a  fevere  cenfure  againft  thcf 
AiTembly's  do£lrine,  as  opening  a  wide  door  fOr  Ar- 
minian  and  Socinian  errors,  is  very  unjufl^  and  un« 
beQpniing  the  duty  of  children  to  thqir  mother.  And 
it  is  yet  more  fo,  for  them  to  aflert  (as  they  do  in  j:h(e 
fame  place,  p.  41.  without  any  proof  for  it)  that  Ar- 
mixiian  and  Socinian  errror^  have  adually  overflown 
rttiis  church  like  a  flood  \  whereas  they  may  fee  a  late 
a£t  of  Aflembiy,  as  well  as  older a£is,  condemning  all 
Arminian  and  Socinian  errors,  viz.  ^Qt  7th  AiTetpbly 
.1736.  Had  they  charged  fome  members  of  the  church 
with  fuch  errors,  the  fault  had  been  lefs;  biit  to  aiTert 
that  a  flood  of  Arminian  and  Socinian  errors  do  oyer- 
.  flow  the  church  herfelf,  as  if  all  were  covered  with  them. 
Is  a  charge  moft  terrible  and  (hocking  I  I  fcarce  have  any 
words  to  anfwer  to  it,  except  to  regret  that  any  of  the 
reverend  and  dear  brethren,  whom  I  muft^  (till  regard, 
ihould  allow  themfelves  to  go  on  in  fiich  a  Latiiudinarian 
Way  of  fp^aking  and  calumniating  their  brethren.  ^  Some 
may  think  to  lexcufe  themfelves,  that  it  is  ^rom  z^aLfor 
a  gdod  caufe,  and  a  de(ign  to  promote  the  imerefl  of 
Chrift,  that  they  fpeak  fb  reproachfully  of  other,  ipinif'^  . 
ters :  but  let  fuch  remember  what  Job  faid  to  his  three 
friends  when  they  took  the  fame  courfe,  Job  xiii.  7. 
.**  Will  vou  fpeak  wickedly  for  God,  and  talk  d^eitfuUy 
for  him  ?"  After  all^  ho^yever  ill-grounded  this  charge 
3  R  be,' 


.5^4    »    '  i^osUieftpt  id  tie  Testmony. 

'te,  yetf  feeing  k  crimes  from  a  body  of  tnen  vAMik'the 
tel)d»<l!lse(£tflrch  ft  called  to  fake  fpmc  courfe  to  vindi- 
cate herfelf  affld  her  do£irine^  though  it  were  no  niore 
'tnit  t6  itoaixvtarin  her  credit  among  foreign  churthes. 
'Surety  ftftk  a  bold  charge  from  our  brcthreni  With  dther 
(^(ni^&deraftrons,  ihould  at  length  roufe  us,  and  prevail 
with  the  General  Affembly  to  fall  in  with  the  defire  of 
tMny  ft>imfters  and  preflbyterxcs^  to  give  a  teftimbny  a- 
^inft  thefe  ert^rs  which  abound  in  the  land,  tp  declare 
their  alyhorrence  of  them»  and  to  give  warning  to  all  the 
'  ftiinifters,  preachers,  and  members  of  this  church,  to 
^Qai*d  carefully  againft  them,  and  againft  e?ery  appear- 
ance, 6r  approicli  of  error. 

There  is  not  room  here  to  notice  any  other  thing  in 
the'  brethren's  aft  concerning  the  dbdrine  of  grace,  in 
'#hich  though  ther^  be  many  precious  truths,  yet  there 
are  alfo  fome  ailertiona  too  loofe,  unguarded,  and  even 
bordering  toO  near  the  dodrine  called  'AntinOmianj 
which  ihould  be  catefuUy  avoided,  as  well  as  that  called 
Nednomian.  Bat,  notwithftanding  of  all  thefe  iinchari- 
't^le=  fallies,  unguarded  aflertions^  and  extravagant 
h^hts,  which  our  brethrens  defire  to  fupjJort  their  in- 
lereft  ai^ainft  the  eftablifhed  church  may  drive  them  to 
at  prefent ;  there  is  ground  to  expeft,  that,  after  calm 
lind  co€^l  thtitkifigi  they  will  not  approve  themfelves  in 
-Acfe  things,  but  will  come  at  length  to  a  more  charitable 
teihper,  and  fliew  tegard  to  others  whom  they  fee  to  be 
fenhd  in  the  faith,  and  zealous  for  the  do£lrine  of  grace 
as  well'  ais  themfelves.  And  confidering  our  brethrens 
grca^t  refolution,  and  their  zeal  for  the  purity  of  doc- 
trine, I  ^ouid  fain  hope  God  will  yet  honour  them  to 
bettfefulfor  snaintainitig  bis  truths,  and  make  them  a 
wifneffitig  remnant  for  Calvinift  principles,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  grace,  agsdnft  all  kinds  of  Pelagian  and  Armi-  ^ 
nbtti  errors,  which  this  backfliding  age  fe^m  too  much 
incltiied  to  fall  in*  with.  Upon  which  account  I  ilill 
wifli  well  to  them.  '  * 

There  is  alfo  joined  with  the  forefaid  a^^  another 

aBfir  rimiwm^ihe  cfivenanfs  national  and  folemn  league, 

'%ith  zn/nnju  covinaut  of  the  brethrens  framing,  in  which 

fome  thmgs  might  be  noticed  :  not  that  I  quarrel  the 

duty 
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duty  itfdf;^o:    I  approve  of  covenanting  worlc, 
whether  it  be  national,  prefbyterial  or  eon^r^gatiooal, 
when  rightly  managed  and  gone  abcmt^  aad  I  ^ay  ear« 
aeftly  for  a  covenanting  frame  and  difpofitim  to  ti^e 
whole  land.    I  likewife  own,  there  are  fcveral  excellent 
things  in  the  brethrena  covenant,   which  we  are  4II 
bound  to  by  the  word  of  God  and  our  national  -eogage-- 
ments )  and  alfb  in  their  Confejfim  ofjins^  there  are  ma* 
ny  evils  enuoierate,  which  all  ranks  amongft  Ha  ought 
to  be  deeply  humblled  for  before  the  Lord :  iMit,  alaa  I 
they  have  marred  their  ConfeJ^^  by  throwing  tato  it 
ieveral  things  which  either  are  d<mbtfol,  or  ei{e  plain 
midakes  or  fal  (hoods ;  and  yet  all  thefe  mttft  be  con-^ 
fefied  and  condemned  as  (ins  and  evils,  as  if  they  were 
the  moft  plain  and  undoubted  fatlsb  tnd  that  by  a 
folemn  oath :    For  their  confeffion  of  fias  (which  it 
very  long)  is 'adopted  and  fwora  to  in  tlunr  covenant*. 
Tea,  the  Aflbciate  Brethren  have  carried  this  mattev 
to  a  prodigious  height,  by  making  an  a&,  dated^at  fidifi-^ 
burgh,  February  14th  1744,  wherein  they  agree  and 
determinci  that  the  fwearing  the<  forefud  cgvcDant 
Ihall  be  the  term  of  miniflerlai  csmiuuntM'  whlv  tbtni^ 
and  likewtfe    theJerm  of  Cbriftian  communiom  to^  the 
people,  with  refpeA  to  their  parliki&g  of  the  fealt 
of  God's  covenant.    A  furprtfing  9&.  indeed  \   Thit 
now  oath  and  covenant  of  theirs  is  caMsd^  in  it,  not  m 
term,  but  the  term  of  Chriftian  comiimmony  -aa  if  it  were 
the  only  qualification  for  adnriflion  required,-  and  as  if 
it  anfwered  for  the  want  of  others ;  and  indeed  these  ia 
not  another  qualification  befides  fwearing  this  covenanty 
mentioned  in  their  zSt.    Now,  by  this  new  %£l,  let  a 
man  be  never  fo  well  qualified  according  to  the  tfirma 
Chrift  hath  determined  in  his  word,  yet^  if  he  have  not 
freedom  to  go  in  to  this  term  of  chebrethreiis  making, 
he  muft  be  excluded  both  from  miaifterial  and  Chrii'<* 
tian  communion ;  that  i/,  he  mull  ndther  be  owned  aa 
a  minifter  of  Chrift,  nor  allowed  any  of  the  Cfail<keng 
bread,  fo  far  as  their  authority  can  go*    Wherefore  I 
cannot  but  teftify  againft  this  a^,  as  frammg  new  terms 
and  conditions  of  aacefs  to  the  bancfits  of  Chrift's  pur- 
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chafe,  for  which  the  framers  have  no  warrant  in  God'^ 
word  >  and  thcfcfore  h  ttiutt  be'  a  mantfcft  ufurpatiod 
atid  intaroachit^ent'Optm  the  Head(hip  of  t)he  King  of 
Ziohy  and  am  infringement  tipon  that  precious  article 
4Sli  oar  Creed, '^A^  Communion  of  Saints :  which  is  too' 
moch  for  any  judicatory  or  power  on  earth  to  adven- 
tisreupoo.  Though  the  for^faid  oath  wer^  in  things 
ladHFerent  or  lawful,  yet  it  were  unwarrantable  to  tm- 
j^ofe^it  as  a  term  of  communion,  but  much  more  when 
it  k  in  things  finfuf,  doubtful  or  falfe.' 
•  J^uffi.  How  do  you  muke  it  appear  that  the  breth- 
tens  new  oath  arid  covenant  (which  they  make  the  term 
of  conin) union)  is  in  itfelf  finful  ? 

jffi/:  Bccaufe  by  this  oath  they  adopt  and  approve  a 
Qonfeffton  of  fins  prefixed  to  it,  and  fweaf  by  the  great 
natkeofthi  Ltrdtmr  God,  with  their  right  hand  lifted 
up  to  the  Lord,  that  they  ifltall  teftify  againft  the  evils 
jiamcd  in  tbat  confcffion,  fundry  of  whi<:h  are  falfe  in  , 
H£kf  caimnntotts,  unjuft  and  uocharitabtc  ^  and  yet, 
by  the  forefaid^  foleitin  oath|  the  takers  own  them  to 
be  real;  juft  and  true.  As  fot  inftaiice,  they  fwear 
that  the  General  AffemUy  dtfmifled  ProfefTor  Simfon 
without  any cenfure  or  eieprefs  tefttmony  againft  his  er- 
rors, p.  104^  iK'hiekis  falfe.  Alfo»  they  fwear  that  the 
taking  the .4)ath  of  abjuration  is  a  national  fin,  p.  103 
which  they  cannot  make  out.  They  fwear  that  Af^ 
fembly  1736  adopted  Profcffor  Caaipbell's  error  againft 
felf  love,  p«  io6.  which  is  falfe;  They  fwear  that  Af- 
fembly  1738' condemned  the  brethrens  leftimony  'm 
bulk,  p»  107.  which  is  not  faft.  They  fwear  that  Af« 
fembly  X7}9  condemned  their  Dulwature^  as  containing 
nothing  but  groundlefs  prejudices,  p.  107.  which  is  not 
iv6U  They  fwear  that  the  kind  reception  of  Mr. 
Whitefield  hath  incfeafed  the  fins  of  4he  land,  and  is 
a  denying  any.  particular  frbm  of  church-government  as 
being  of  Div.tne  inftitutiony  p.  109.  which  is  folfei 
They  fwear  that  a  fcheme  is^now  laid  fc^  uniting  paty 
ties  of  ail  lienonyinations  in  church^contmunion,  in- a' 
way  deibradive  .of  any  teftimony  to?  Chrift*^  declara- 
tive gloTy,  p«  1 1  Or  wM^h  they  can  never  mate  appei^t* 

that 
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They  fwear  that  tbcblcfled  work  in  the  Weft  of  Scotland 
is  adelufiony  p^  1 10*  though  icihatbibeeit.id«monftrateta 
have  the  plain  Scripture  tokens  of  a  ^iortous.  work  of ' 
the  Spirit  of  God.  They  alfo  by  their  oath  condemn  ail 
the  old  perfecuted  Prefbytcrian  miniftera*  whot  acs«« 
cepted  of  the  -  liberty  df  preaching  the  gofpelf  under 
king  James's  toleration*  ta  involving  the  land  in  hein» 
cus  guilt :  Whiqh  is  a  moft  ra(h  and  uoefaaritafale  cen*- 
fure  of  thefe  worthiesi  who  were  honoured  to  be  great 
fufferers  for  truih^  were  men  of  eminent  piety  and 
tendemefs  of  confcience,  were  figaaliy  owned  of  God 
in  their  miniftry  during  that  liberty*  and  never -faw 
caufe  to  repent  of  their  accepting  of  it  to  their  dying 
hour.  And  naw*  after  thefe  glorified  iaiat»  and:  f^^ 
fcrers  have  for  many  years  been  triumphing  before  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb,  a  heavy  blot  and  flur  muft  be.eaft 
upon  their  memory  by  a  fokmn  oath  \.  and;  they*  wh<» 
have  not  freedom  to  join  in  that  calunaoiousoathf  mufl: 
be  denied  Chriftian  communion :  This  indeed,  feems  to  ^ 
be  an  ad  exceeding  hard  and  tyrannicaK  Alas !  .there 
are  thoufandiwhaate  appointed  to  fwear  dits:  path^ 
and  the  things  above-mentioned*  befideftji;tany  other, 
doings  ill  it*  who  cannot  fay  they  know  any  thing  of 
the  truth  of  them  from  their  own  proper  ,knoiiiirlcdgc» 
but  only  have  them  by  hearfay*  or  by  informaticm  i rom 
others  :  and  yet  they  muft  fwear  to  the  truth  of  cthem 
as  fully  as  if  they  had  been;eyeQrear-«witneiresof  them^ 
or  had  read  all  the  hiftoiies^  concerning  them.*  £fow* 
what  is  this  but  to  make  people  fwear  ra(hly  or  incoii^ 
Ciderately*  or  upon  implicit  faith  ?  ^whicfa  is -contrary 
to  the  Bible*  that  req^iires  us  to  **  fwear  in  truth*  judg- 
ment* an4  rigbteoufnefs/'  jcr.  iv»  3«  and  alfo  contrary 
to  our  Confemon  of  Faith*  which  dedareth*  chap^  22. 
^*  That  Mrhofoever  tateth  an  oiatb>.  muft  avouch  no-^ 
thing  thereiQ»  but  what  he  ta  fully  per£uaded  is. the 
truth.'*'  ,0  that  God  '\^  mercy  would  open  the  cyesrof 
,  thofe  who  impofe  this  oath*  and  thofe  who  ^re  di'awn 
xn,or  intend  ta  take  it|  that  they  may  bethink .  thern^ 
^ves^  r^nt  and  proceed  no  fusthec  5 'For.  ".becaufe 
of  fweartng  the  land  mourneth'*  already*  and  there  is 
no  need  to  add  to  the  grounds  of  this  mourning. 

Like. 
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LilBewife,  in  the  forefatd  oaft  and  eoVenantj  thttt 
are  fame  things  ambi^uoue,  obfcare  and   dottbtful, 
ivhtch  great  nambers  of  the  takers- know  not  the  mean- 
ing of|  and  fo  cannot  fwear  them  *'  in  jadgment  and 
Tightcoiifnefs  ;**  as«  for  inftance,  whenlthey  abjure  In* 
ApiftJtwy  and  Latitudinarian  Tenets ^  thefe  are  words' 
very  general^  dark  and  dubious,  to  which  the  impofers' 
inaf  affix  any  meaning  they  think  proper.    Now,  iee* 
ing  St  is  commonly  granted  that  the  w<»ds  of  an  oath 
ought  to  be  very  clear  and  plain,  and  thefe  which  "kre 
dubious  may  be  refufed  ;  what  a  cruel  thing  maftitbe 
to  ezcommiinicate  all  thefe  fincere  Chriftians  and  ten* 
der  confciences  who  may  fcruple  to  fwear  either  to  or 
sgainft  what  they  know  not  T I  am  fure  there  are  many 
iraluahle  minifters  of  Jefus  Chrtft, '  and  precious  fons  of  - 
Zion^  whom  Chrift  doth  honour  and  admit  to  near 
communion  with  himfelf,  who  will  not  adventure  to 
fwear  fuch  an  oath  \  and  will  our  brethren,  notwith- 
ftanding,  take  it  on  them  to  ttytOt  them  as  earthen 
pitehers,  and  refufe  all  communion  -with  them  ?  Oh, 
where  have  they  their  Mailers  warrant  to  a£i  foi  or  to 
exclude  his  redeemed  ones  from  his  table,  and  the  food 
fce  hath  provided  for  them,  fot  refufing  an  oath  of  their 
£raaiing,  containing  fo  many  things  fajffe,  uncharitable 
and  dark  ?  when  in  the  mean  time  thefe  eKcluded  per* 
'/orn  appear  evidendy  to  be  the  Friends  of  Chrjfi^  whom 
he  hiinielf  invites  moft  heartily,  faying  to  them.  Cant. 
V.  1 .    <^  Eat,  O  friends  ;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantfy, 
O  beloved." 

I  acknowledge  that  our  brethren  appear  and  declare 
for  D(iany  things  valuable  and  exceileat,  for  whidi  I 
wtfli  there  were  a  true  univerfal  zeal  throughout  the 
land )  but,  when  they  mix  fo  many  other  things  chok- 
ing  with  thefe  in  their  Teflimonies  and  Cevesi4nts,  bow 
can  they  expedt  that  people  of  tender  confciences 
ihottld  fwallow  them  I  Nay^  by  this  way  they  give  oo* 
cafion  to  many  to  flight  and  fpeak  evil  of  the  precious 
things  they  (land  up  for.  My  reverend  brethren  may 
believe  (if  they  pkafe)  that  I  write  not  tbefie  things 
with  any  ilUwill  againft  them,  but  out  of  love  to  theni 
and  others^  to  prevent  more  fin  in  the  land>  and  to 

bring 
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anid  Chififtli^e  teqfiperijthac  they  may  b^  wiUtf»g  tor 
bre,^  davunithcfe  partuiqn  walls  ihey  ate  fettiag.up*he- 
t ween  theK^felves. and  others  of  Chrift's  mtaifters  and 
people^,   Q  how  iamentable  a  thing  is  it,  that  orthodox  * 
a9<)  zealots  pceachei^s  of  Chrift  (hould  be  carried  away 
tq  Aich  e](traf ag^t  heights^  by  the  intemperate  zeal 
ao4  ]beadftron^  humours  of  others  who  join  wiib  ibcmi 
tl^t  they  (hould  gp  about  in  this  manaer  to  divide,  and 
di&ra^i:  the. flock  of  Chrifl-^  s^d  to  rend  and  tear,  the 
members  of  his  body  ope  from  another  i  ye^,  and  ^to 
reaii|f  ep  partition- wails  in  the  mid  (I  of  hi$  church  <fo    , 
higb^  jthat  thefe  upon  one  fide  cannot  get  over  them  to 
hold  corm^  union  with  the  other  !  Is  this  good  fervid 
to  the  Lprd  Jefus  Cb^ft!  Is  this  the  way  to  pronliotd 
his.caufe  and  interact  in  the  world?   Is  this  the  :\iiay.to 
heal  bre^^hes  and  promote . uqion  among. the  tr^e.- 
friends.  aQd  loyersof  Chrift,  which  he  makfp  the  duty 
,  of,  all  faithful  gofpel  minifters  i  Is  pot  our  glorious 
Maft^r  "the  Priace  of  pca^e ?    Hath  he  not  faid, 
♦*  Bleflcd  arjB  the  peace-niakers?"  Ws^s-  it  not  *he  that 
prayed  for  the  uaion  and  peace  of  hia  cl^r<ii?.    Was. 
It  not  he  that  recomn^ieaded  peace:  to  i|s>  and:  jn joined 
us  to  "  pray  for  thQ  peace  of  Jerufalem  i'*    l4t  nope 
miftake  me.,  as  if  I  were  for  peace,  on  a,iiy  term? }  foe  • 
they- may  fee  by  the  foregoing  T^ftimmyl  am  for  t^t^tk  > 
as  well  ^sfeacei  and  d^fire  through  grace  to  be  zealous 
for  both- 
Some^  who  have  feen  this  Teftimony^  object,  That  i*    \ 
is  not  impartial  with  refpe^  to  Mr.  Whltefi(]d*s  fuccefd 
white  be  was  in  l^otland.     The  plaia  truth  is,  feveral 
ilimgiityftm.i^^  tthiwt  to  it)  wh^e  be  is  nientioii«« 
ed,.  wbbb  Wfpre  fdroppi^d  to  gratify  fome.  of  the  fub- 
fcriber^  *who  wete  i(iQ^  then  fatiefied  as  tp  the  is^SXs 
narrated,  t  J^t,  .fince  that  time   I  am  well  infor« 
med)  of  jhe  la(li»g  g^d  eSefls  pf  his  miniftry  up* 
on  f\ot:flL  few  ill  a^d  about  £4inbiwgh  and  eifewb^T^^. 
wh9  iQAcnenwefe  qwelefs:  and  profane,  but  now  are. 
wonderfully,  changed  0n4  reform^^  and  (till  living 
as  becom^tb  Ch^ii^ians,  -perfevc^ibg  in  ,  t^e .  w^ys  Q^ 
the^Wdj^  i;^ghal.tbe  4ame;l\me  I  kno\y  no  rea- 
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fon  fo  make  him  Ae  inftrumcrit  .of  thit  ct^tgtAv&ttf 
work  at  Cambuflan^,  Kitfyth  and  other  places,  but  ta 
afcribe  it,  under  God,  to  the  minifti^y  of  their  own 
Tirorthy  pallors,  whom  God  made  ihftrumental  both  to 
^cgin  and  tarry  on  that  work  a  good  time  before  Mr 
"Whitefield  came  to  preach  at  any  of  thefe  places.  But 
feeing  God  had  honoured  Mr  Whiteftel#s  mihiftry  in 
other  nations  and  countries  (though  oVdained  a  itiini- 
ftcr  of  the  church  of  England)  and  alfo  had  opened  bis 
eyes  fo  far,  as  to  becorne  Calvinift  and  found  in  the 
doctrine  of  grace,,  and  to  witnefs  againft  feveral  cor- 
ruptions of  the  Eriglilh  church,  for  which  he  was  pct- 
fccutcd  andunder  proeefs  ;  and  feeing  he  had  conforrti- 
cd  to  us  in  dpf^rtne  and  i^orftxipj  profeffcd  to  lye  open 
to  inftru^ion  as  to  our  conftitulion  atid  governroent| 
and  was  come  at  length  to  affert  openly  *•  Chrift  to  be 
the  King  and  Head  of' his  church,  and  that  the  churcb 
of  Scotland  was  the  beft  conftitute  naiiottaK  church  in 
the  world  i''  and  alfo  had  wrote  and  faid  fome  other 
things  that  gave  ground  to  hope  that  Vt^  eyes  oAight 
fobn  be  opened  to  fee  the  eyil  of  Prelacy  $  and  in  the 
mean  time  he  was  moft  indefatigable  in  preaching 
Chrift  to  (irinersy  and  remarkably  pwned  of  God  in  his 
miniftry :  To  have  refufed  a  kind  reception  to  aftran* 
*  ger  andperiecuted  man^  ih^fuch  circumilaiices,  when  he 
tame  among  us,  had  neither  been  charitable  nor  gene-i^ 
rous.  Now,  for  the  brethren  to  make  thiti  reception 
fuch  a  (in,  that  none  can  be  admitted  to  baptifm  or  the 
Lord's  fupper  without  conderDning  it  by  a  fole^in  oath, 
is  moft  lurprifing;  efpecially  coniidering  they  were 
the  iSrft  themfelyes  whp  recommended  him  to  the  peo« 
pie  of  Scotland,  and  that  in  very  ftrong  terms  t  Surely 
It  becomes  us  to  be  filent,  and  s^dore  the  fovereignty  of 
the  great  God,  in  employing  whpm  be  will  to  promote 
^is  ihtereft  and  kingdom  in  the  world,  if  God  think 
fit  to  make  ufe  of  Mr  Wliitefield  or  other  Metho^t^, 
to  turn  fijiners  frorfi  their  evil  ways,  to  feek  after  4 Sa- 
viour, and  God  thrbugh  him,  We  ihould  not  oj^pofe  it, 
but  let  them  alone y  litjl  haply  vH  he  fiutid  fighting  agmnjl 
God  We  muft  not  limit  an  Agent,  that  is  infinitely 
^ife  and  foyereign;  in  his  gldry  from  wh^t  churches  and 
•  "        focieticf 


vjbcietieshe  pleafesy  and  fomedmes  glorifies  hb  free 
grate  the  more  by  bringii^  them  from  thofe  airths  it 
could  have  been  leaft  etpcded.  And  freqiMintly  God 
doth*  honour  and  employ  fome  to  awaken,  convince* 
<onvert  and  reclaim  finners  from  their  evil  ways,  who 
ryet  remain  unenljghtned  all  their  days  as  to  feveral 
points  of  troth  themfelves :  witnefs  Luther  and -many 
of  our  feformers.  To  confine  an  infini^ly  fovereign 
Lord  to  our  ways  and  means  of  working  in  advancing 
his  |(ingdom»  \%  a  (in  moft  grieviiy^  and  provoking  unto 
<3ou<  He  makes  it  one  of  his  ^eateft  quarrels  with 
his  profeiBng  people  in  the  wUdernefs,  that  **  they 
^  tempted  God^  and  limited  the  holy  One  of  IfraeU"  Pfal* 
^IxxviiL  41.  It  is  fit  then  that  we  lay  our  hands  upon 
our  mouths,  and  adore  him  that,  ''  doth  according  to 
his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  earth :  And  none  can  ftay  his  hand»  or  fay 
unto  him,  whatdoft  thou  ?"  Dan.  iv.  35. 

'  I  doubt  not  but  feme  may  quarrel  qie  and  this  Tefli^ 
^mny^  for  making  too  free,  with  the  Afibciate  Brcthiren : 
but  they  may  fee  I  have  been  as  plain  and  free  with 
others,  and  even  with  the  eftabliflied  church,  relating 
to  things  I  judge  wrong ;  and  this  feemed  to  be  neceu 
fary  to  render  the  Tefiimonf  the  more  impartial  But^ 
^  after  all,  when  I  look  inward,  and  view  the  fins  of  my 
own  heart,  and  the  (ad  corruption  of  my  nature,  be- 
£d^s  outward  defe^^s ;  1  have  reafon  to  blu(h  and  be 
aChamed  to' take  notice  of  the  fins  and  failings  of  o« 
thers  \  and  even  to  ly  in  the  duft,  and  cry.  Unclean^  un» 
isl$an  I  and  with  much  felf  abhorence  to  look  to  to* 
wards  the  blood  of  Jefus^  that  cleaofeth  us  from  all  (in« 
f  May  the  holy  Spirit  Spply  it  to  me  ^nd  the  whole  land  ! 

I  (hiall  now  conclude  with  my  earned  wilhes  and  pray- 
er8>  that  the  Lord  mayezcke  a  praying  remnant,  to  wref- 
'  tie  and  be  importunate  with  him  for  fparing  mercy  to 
thefe  guilty  nations ;  and  that  he  would  revive  axove- 
nanted  work  of  reformation  thr09gb  Britain  and  I^e- 
laCndi  and  the;  dominionrthereto  belonging,  from  whicll 
thefe  lands  have  wofully  departed  \  and  uphold  and  en« 
courage  all  who  breathe  after  reformation,  and  the  com- 
ing of  Chrift's  kingdom  in  the  world}  and  even  counte* 
3  S  2  nance 


ji6'  Pastscrifii  to  tbeTiHilktmyi 


I 


tiancie  more  and  more  tboft  inftruments  wlio>  aecorditig 
to  the  light  given  them,  labour  with  earneftnefs  to  a- 
Waken  periihtng  fmners:  from  their  loft  natnral  eftate, 
to  flee  to  a  crucified  Jcfus  for  fafcty  from  fin  and  wrath ; 
and,  wherein  any  of  them  remain  unei^Iigl^aed,  that 
the  Lord  would  fend  out  his  light  and  truths  to  lead 
them^  and  gracioufly  deliver  them  from  all  miftakes,  cr« 
rors  and  corruptions  whatfocver :  That  what  they  fee 
npt,  the  Fatbe^of  lights  may  teach  them,  that  fo  they 
may  be  honoured  more  and  more  to  bring  multitudes 
from  following  (inful  courfes,  to  the  ways  of  true  reK- 
gion  and  gofpel  holinefs;  and  from  refting  on  their 
own  righteoufnefs,  or  a  form  of  godlinefs,  to  come  and 
embrace  him  who  is  the  Lord  mr  righteoufne/s,  and  fol- 
low him  whitherfoevcr  he  goeth.*' 

And  particularly,  ^*  That  the  Lord  would  come  and 
revive  his  work  in  .Scotland,  that  once  was  famous 
through  all  the  churches,  and  cfteemed  one  of  the 
moil  bright  and  (hining  Candlefiicis  of  Chtift  in  the 
tirorld,  but  now  under  a  lamentable  decay  of  zeal. for 
pure  religion  and  refcHmation;   and  that  he  would 

.  caufe  us  remember  with  godly  forrowfrom  whence  we 
have  fallen,  repent^  and  do  our  firft  works*  That  he 
would  pity  thofe  who,  6/i///9-like,  are  indiflPerent  and 
unconcerned  about  our  defe£^ions,  and  the  grounds  of 
the  Lord's  controverfy  which  he  is  pleading  with  the 
land,  and  awaken  thofe  who  are  at  iofe  in  Zioftf  in  fuch 
a  time,  and  would  fain  fit  down,  IffacharAikt,  and  couch 
under  ike  burden.     That  Jie  would  come  fuddenly  to  ht^ 

'  temple,  even  in  a  national  way,  and  fit  as  a  Refiner  and 
Purifier  of  filver,  and  putify  the  fons  of  Levi,  and  caft 
out  buyers  and  fellers  cut  of  his  houfe.  >  That  he  would 
in  mercy  (hut  that  door  whereby  a  corrupt  miniftry  en- 
ters into  the  church,  and  raife  up  a  faithful,  zealous  and 
reforming  miniftry  thrbiigh  the  land,  and  make  all  ranks 
among  us  concerned  to  attain  to  the  reforming  fpirits 
and  difpofitions  of  our  fathers*  Oh !.  when  ihall  we 
come  their  length  in  reformation  ! 

^^  That  the  Lord  would  help  us  to  blefs  him  for  his 
&ftoni(hing  kindnofs  to  tiiis  land,  in  fuch  a  backfliding, 
withering  and  decaying  timci  in  vouchfafing  to  water 
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fcvctal  fpots  of  his  vineyard  here  and  there  with  the  rc- 
frefhing  rain  of  his  fpirit :  And  that  he  would  continue, 
increafe,  and  fpread  the  fliower,  until  the  whole'  gar- 
den be  watered  i  that  fo  oar  dry  ground  may  become 
a  greea  pafture,  and  our  wiidernefs  bloiTom  as  the  rofe. 
That  in  his  free  mercy  he  would  forgfve  pur  great  in- 
gratitude for  former  kindnefs,  preferve  us  from  the  er- 
rorsy  power  and  cruelty  of  PapiftS)  and  avert  thefe  black 
clouds  of  wrath  whicn  now  threaten  us ;  and  that|  in- 
ftead  of  pouring  out  the  Vials  of  indignation .  on  us 
>Rrhich  we  deferve^  he  .would  pour  out  a  fpirit  of  repdn- 
tance  and  reformation  upon  all  degrees  of  men^  from 
the  highcft  to  ^he  lowcft.  That  amidft  the  reelings, 
ihakings,  backflidings  and  divifions  of  thefe  times^  he 
would  preferve  pure  religion,  and  fupport  all  thofe  who 
ivho  defire  to  cleave  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  love  him  in  fin- 
cerity,  and  witnefs  for  his  truths  and  ways.  That  he 
would  encourage  them  under  all  their  difcouragements, 
and  keep  theni  from  being  carried  down  the  ftream  of 
defe£lion  with  others^  That  he  would  unite  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  all  that  deiire  honellly  to  witnefs  againfl: 
the  evils  of  the  dayi  and  help  them  to  tenlper  their  zeal 
with  knowledge,  wifdom,  and  meeknefs ;  and  gracioufly 
forgive  all  thofe  who  fail  in  this  refpeft,  reftify  their 
miftakes,  and  honour  them  to  be  inftruments  of  his 
glory  in  the  land."  This  is  and  (hall  be  the  earneft 
.prayer  of 


Ju/y  9/A,  1744, 


Jo.   W^LLISON, 


This  Adherence  to  this  TeRimony  was  figned  at 
Hefpiefliaw  in  Teviotdalcj  on  the  26th  of  July  1744,  by 

Tho.  Hardie,  Elder* 
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HHRISfS  D^ATS  AND  SUFFERINGS. 


GOSPEL   HYTMNS.  W^^. 
HYMN   L 

^  TifANK-OFFERING   tO  the  l^leffed  TfllNlTV,  foT 

Redeeming  Love.     ' 

I  /^  Holy,  holyy  holy  L6rd^ 
V-/     Jehovah  One  in  Three, 
By  all  the  hods  above  adorM, 
We'll  ever  fing  to  Thee. 

Halieiujab^  Hullehijabj  •  _     - 

Hallelujah^  Amen. 
fl  We'll  iing  falvation  to  bur  God 
That  fits  upcm  the  throne  %  . 
Salvation  alfo  we'll  afcribe 
Unto  the  Lamb  his  Son  ^ 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

3  And  Hkei?iife  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,.  • 

Who  doth  with  finncrs  fir ive, ' 
And  them  convince  of  fin  and  wraths 
That  fo  their  fouls  may  live. 
Hallelujah^  &p* 

4  Ye  heavenly  hofts,  Jehovah  praife  ; 

Them  join  men  of  all  ranks  % 
'  Praife  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
To  Three  in  One  give  thanks. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
'  5  Thcfe  Three  at  Jordan  did  atteft 

God's  wondrous  work  of  love  :     ^ 
The  Father  fpeaks,  the  Spirit  lights  ^ 

On  Jefiis  like  a  Dove* 
Hallelujah^  &c.  •«    ' 

6  Our  heavenly  Father  we  will  praife, 

Who  fent  Immanuel 
To  be  our  Prieft  and  Sacrifice, 
To  fave  from  fin  and  hell. 
Hailelujah^  &c. 

7  From  love  to  men,  thou  gav'ft  thy  Son 

To  drink  the  cup  of  wrath  ;  . 

VoL.lV.       ,  3T  Ghrirt: 
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Chnft  drank,  and  fittd  nicaft  out  none 
That  come  to  me  by  feith. 
Halkiujab^  inc. 
8  What  iball  I  render  to  my  God 
Fojr  all  his  gifts  to  me. 
And  for  his  gift  unfpeakable, 
His  Son  for  men  to  die  ? 
HaiUfvjab^  HaUelujab^ 
Halietujab,  Amen. 

HYMN.   II.      .. 

Cmist^i  Love  and  Excellency. 

1  WH4T  love  IS  tWs !  that  Chrift  ihould  })car 

Man^s  curfe  and  punifhrnent,  .. 

And  fhed  his  blood  upon  the  cro&, 
Till  er'ry  drop  wta  ^nt  J  ' 

2  Love  made  him  come  to  fave  the  loH, 

Give  fight  unto  the  blinds 
To  loofe  the  captives  that  are  bounds 
And  eafe  the  g^eved  mind. 

3  His  name's  The  Lord  our  rigbteoufnef$ : 

There's  nothing  to  me  founds 
So  fweet  as  Chrift  his  name  and  orofsy     . 
His  love,  his  blood  and  vfoundr* 

4  He  is  my  life,  my  food,  my  hope. 

My  refuge,  and  my  guard,        . 
My  guide,  my  pattern,  and  my  prop, 
My  free  and  ftill  reward* 

5  My  Love,  my  Lamb,  my  :Rfmfomer, 

My  Pricft,  my  Sacrifice, 
My  Surety,  God,  my  gloiious  All^ 
My  foul  that  fatisfies.    . 

6  Chri^  is  the  mafter  I  will  ferve>^ 

He  (hall  have  all  my  heart :         , 
Away  with  fatan  and  his  lulls,  , 

To  them  I'll  give  no  part. 

7  While  I  go  thro'  the  wildemefs. 

By  faith  I'll  lean  on  thee  : 
My  way,  my  fircngth,  my  ftaff,  and  reft> 
My  Jcfus  ftiU  (hall  be. 

8  I'll  here  below  of  Jefus'fing, 

And  humbly  him  adore  ;  - 

ftim 


Him  take  as  Prot»Wl^  Pdefft;  and  King^ 
And  praife  him  evermore. 

HYMN   m. 

^be  Blood  ^Jisus.*! 

1  BY  faith  mount  Calvary  afcend, 

Hear  there  Chrift's  piercing  cries  j 
See  there  him  bleeding  unto  d«ath 
As  our  dear  facrifice.*' 

2  Come  let  us  fpread  our  fins  and  gviefs 

At  the  foot  of  his  crofs : 
If  we  in  Chrifl  believe,  his  blood 
Win  purge  away  our  drofs. 

3  His  blood,  when  fprinkled  on  our  feuls, 

Will  our  prote^ion  b*  5 
His  blood  will  fright  our  enemief, 
And  get  us  vi^ory. 

4  His  Blood  will  molify  oar  hearts, 

And  bonds  of  fin  will  loofe  \    '• 
His  blood  wiU  quench  the  fiery  darts 
Which  fatan  ^t  iH  throws.  * 

5  His  blood  will  wafh  oar  fcarlt t  fins, 

,      And  make  us  white  as  fnow  j  ' 

His  blood  will  warm  our  love  to  God, 
And  make  our  graces  flow. 

6  O  Lamb,  when  thy  blood  on  me  drops, 

It  doth  my  pardon  feal  \  > 

It  is  the  balm  of  Gilead, 

That  doth  my  confciencc  heaL 

7  I  daily  to  thy  blood  rcfort, 

In  it  I  humbly  boafl  $ 
It  rais'd  me  from  the  dreadfifl  pit^ 
When  1  was  fu^nk  and  loii. 

8  Of  crimfon  fins  ^hy  l^lood  removes 

Their  guilt  and  power  to  damn  \ 
Wrath  cannot  reach  me^  iince  I  fled 
Unto  my  bleeding  Lamb. 

HYMN  IV. 

The  Lord's  Ta^le. 

I  A  FEAST  of  Love  God  makes  below, 
A  figQ  of  that  above  \ 
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To  which  he  ctUt  pooriif ofliif  Xi9  gOf  '   ^ 
To  feaft  OQ  Jxsus's  love. 

2  Come  here,  admire  Cfarift'i  love  to  Bf» 

That  gives  his  fieOifer  food  $ 
And  drink  to  us  he  doth  provide. 
By  pouring  out  his  blood. 

3  This  blood  doth  life  unto  the  dead,^^ 

Health  to  the  Hck  impart  s  - 

This  drink  revives  the  fainting  foul. 

And  melts  the  frozen  heatt.  .    jo  < 

4  What  folly  is't  for  men  to  ft«rve,  *' ' 

Or  feed  on  hulks  like  fvine  y      '    ■ 
When  Chrifl  calls  to  m  tabk  fpread,  .  >     ' 

To  fcaft  on  food  divine  ! 

5  Unto  Chrift's  table  we  will  go»   ' 

There  view  his  love  and  te^fs^ 
With  all  the  fo£feriDgs  he  e^dur'd 
For  three  and  thirty  years. 

6  In  feeding  we  rememjbcnr  thee  /  , 

Till  thou  return  agmn  ^ 
We  call  to  mind  thy;.firipet«8nd  wouttdSf  "' 
Thy  griefs,  thy  cries,  and  paiA 

7  Our  Lord  was  of  a  woman  born, 

A  manger  was  his  bed ; '     • 
He's  firft  a  babe,  apd  next  a  man. 
Then  on  the  tree  he  bled. 

8  Th*  eternal  God^ecamftioor  Lamb^ 

For  us  to  agonize  j 
Yea  in  our  dead,  to  death  he  bled. 
To  be  our  facrifice. 

HYMN   V. 

Cmisrh  Sufferings  Jor  us^     '       ^; 

X  OUR  God  would  fufferin  out  place^  • 
For  our  fins  to  atone  \< 
A  world  of  guilt  he  usderla^, 
The  wine-prefs  trode  almne. 
^  He  would  his  throne  and  fervants  leave, 
And  honours  great  above  ;  « 
For  worms  a  fervant  ho  would  be  ; 
Amazing  is  that  love  !         ' 
3  Yea,  in  the  room  of  fiafuk  worms    ~        ' 
My  Lord  the  law  obey'd,    - 

And 
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And  bore  its  cur&i  Qn  rthe  trosie,  ' 
When  he  was  crucified* : 
4  Oetfafemahe  will  tcU  how  rouch 
He  fwate;  he  bled,  aad  c^yM  ; 
So  will  mount  Calv'ryy.and  the  croft 
On  which  my  Saviour  ^'^d* 
$  I  view  his  great  foul«agony» 

Which  causM  his  bloody  fweat  t 
His  pierced  hands  and  fide  1  hug, 
I  kifs  his  bleeding  feet.      < 
6  I  hear  my  Jefii's  nielting  voice 
Saying,  **  For  you  I  dy'd  ; 
Think  on  my  pains  ;and  agonies 
When  I  was  crucified  i" 
^  Of  my  love  then  do  no  more  doubt. 
Since  out  of  love  I  dy^d ; 
Behold  my  pierced  hands  and  feet, 
»  And  view  my  Wounded  fide. 
8  'Tisapent  Look  and. tee  my  heart. 
It  bleeds  and  beats  with  lovei^ 

It  pants  to  get  you  fre«4^  fi^r  ^ 
To  dwell  with  me  above, 

nUYH  VL  ^         ' 

.Christ's  Wounds  and BtooJ^ 

1  CHRISTs  bleediog  wosad^did  Ance  atoao 

For  our  guilt  on  the  tree ;  - 
^    And  now  they  plead  before  the  throne. 
Us  from  fin's  powV  to  free*        . 

2  Tlfy  wounds  flill  in  our  hearts  refnaili, 

Thee  bleeding  ftill  we  view ; 
Since  thou  appear'ft  above  uft>  (lain, 
Thy  death  is  ever  new* 

3  Allow  me,  Lord,  to  pitch  my  tent 

Befide  thy  flreaming  wound»;  -  ^ 

There  many  have  got  rich  fuppltcs. 
There  joy  and  peace  abounds* 

4  Purfu^d  by  juftice'  fiaming  fword, 

To  Jefu's  wounds  I  come  . 

For  (helter  and  a  hidiog^plnce  \ 

O  let  me  there  find  room* 

j  Under  thy  righteoufaefs  me.  bide. 

In  thj  wounds  makemedvreU}* 

So 
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So  there  my  foul  (htU  rcftTecuire/ 
From  all  the  pow'rs  of*hcll; 

6  Thy  wounds  are  guilty  mcnJ  refuge, 

To  them  have  thoufands  fled  ^  ' 
None  ever  difappointed  were. 
Their  ftrefs  who  on  them  laid. 

7  Thy  wounds  do  for  our  pardon  plegd. 

They  rocky  hearts  melt  down  : 
To  heav'n  we  fwim  upon  thy  blopd. 
And  thereby  get  the  crown. 

8  No  condemnation  reach  them  (hall 

Who  lodge  in  Jcfu's  wounds ; 
They're  fafc  from  feats,  and  in  their  cars 
His  name  moft  fweetiy  founds. 

HYMN     Vlf. 
TUfe  Wonders  of  GOD's  /reej^ove^^ 

1  GREAT  God.  enthrdnM  above  thie  fey,  - 

How  low  a  ftep  is  this,      - 
For  worms  like  us  to  give  thy  life,      ■ 
To  buy  eternal  blifs  !       -      -     :.,.... 

2  What  love  is  this,  that  God  ihould  die 

For  thcfe  his  laws  that  broke  ! 
Himfelf  ihould  anfwcr  for  Our  crkae 

In  calling  of  his  yoke  !  / 

3  The  love  and  fuff*rings  matchlefs  were 

Of  Chrift  our  bleeding  God;     *     -' 
When  he  was  t>ruifed  f6r  6ur  fins. 
And  crulh'd  beneath  our  load. ' 

4  More  than  his  fife  h&  IbvM  our  race  | 

Yea,  heaven  he  did  fbrfake, 
To  fnatch  men  from  the  flames  of  hell, 
And  them  to  glory  take: 

5  Thy  love  and  gtace,  dear  Lamb  of  God^ 

Shall  be  my  lafting  theme  :  ■    ■  a    ■ 

I'll  ever  blefs  that  viftim  (lain  ^ 

Without  Jerufalem.  \ , 

6  Thy  free  grace,  Lord,  mod  wonderful,'      " 

To  me  it  doth  excel  j        '  » 
What  coft  haft  thou  beftowM  to  fav^' 

A  brand  pluckt  out  of  hell !  -  • 

7  With  warm  affedion  I  -wfll  blefs 

My  great  high  Brieft  ibcrve,         • 


Whofc 


Whofe  heart  is  made^f  ttendeoieffl^ 

And  bowels  melt  with  love. : 
'8  O  may  thy  love  conftrain  mens  hearts 

To  love  and  follow  thee! 
WeVe  heard  thy  love  has  melted  rock?  ^ 

Let  all  fuch  wonders  fee. 

HYMN    VIIL 

Cfkia^T^s  pleading  above, 

1  UPON  mount  Zion's  diQant  top 
A  Lamb  by  faith  we  fee: 
•Tis  Jefusy  for  we  know  his  voice ; 
He  qalls,  "  Come  up  to  me.'* 
A  O  Lamb,  fee  pilgrims  travUtng.  here. 
And  our  foul-wants  fupply  *, . 
Keep  fpeaking  to  us  by  the  way,      - 
Till  we  come  up  to  thee. 

3  By  faith  we  have  thee  blooding  leen,  ^ 

Raised  on  the  crofs  to  die  ^ 
By  faith  we  thee  now  pleading  hear, 
When  lifted  up  on  high. 

4  In  higheft  heavens  the  Lamb,  dath  reign  ;   / 

Yet  as  our  Prieft  he.  {lat)d$«' 
And  for  us  pleads  his  ftripe^  and  wounds, 
And  (hews  his  bleeding  hands. 

5  As  newly  flain,  be  ftill  prefents 

His  bleeding  wounds  to  God, 
Which  plead  his  flock  may  (till  hold  on, 
And  keep  the  heav'nly  road. 

6  In  this  great  Advocate  we  trull  ^ 

Who  for  our  fins  was  flaiu ;    .  , 

We  on  his  powerful  blood  depend, 

Which  caonot  plead  in  vain.  .  v 

7  Bleft  fouls  above,  now  with  the  Lamb  I 

You  clofly  him  attend : 
Take  courage,  for  we  tread  their  path. 
To  them  we'll  foon  afcend. 

8  Adieu,  vain  world,  with  all  thy  pharms  j  r  .     < 

To  our  dear  Lamb  we  go^ 
Who  pleads  to  keep^s  from.iiii  and  harms,  ^ . 

From  enemies  below*       •  v  .  i 

9  Hofarina  to  king  David's -Sop,.  . 

And  to  king  David^s.  h^i^f    ^ 
'  King 


Kiof  David's  root  tnd  «ff«^rfhf|^  &nt     • 
Who  heav'n  to  meiv  reftorM. 

HYMN     IX. 

Heaven  Begun  on  Earth* 

I  ODR  Lamb's  God-man,  in  perfbn  one. 
The  great  Immantiel : 
This  union  ilrange  is  God's  device 
To  feve  our  fouls  from  Helh 
HaUe/ujahy  Haiie/ujab^ 
Hallelujah^  Amen.  «  \ 

il  The  Lamb  is  worthy  for  to  reign^ 
Both  fatnts  and  angels  cry; 
Let  heaven  and  earth,  witb  all  their  Hofb^ 

Adore  thy  majefty.  .....»..: 

Hallelujah^  &c. 

3  With  tbefe  to  praife  we  d^  p^efume^ 

As  ranfom'd  by  thy  blood  ; 
Rcigo  here»  and  in  the  world  to- come, 
Thou  ^verlafting  God.^ 
Hallelujah^. Sac  ^ 

4  We  praife  thee.  Son  of  God,  whofe  powV 

Did  bring  about  our:  peace  ^ 
We  praife  thee,  Son  of  man,  whofe  blood 
Redeemed  our  fallen  race* 
Hallelujah^  &c.        ^  • 

5  Incarnate  God,  our  Lord,  our  Jaovt.  •» 

Our  Lamb,  our  Sacrifice  I 
We'll  thee  adore,  though  hell  (hould  roar. 
And  worldlings  thee  defpife* 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

6  Worthy  of  glory  is  the  Lamb, 

Who  was  at  Calv'ry  flain : 
For  he  gave  up  himfelf  to  death, 
To  ranfom  fallen  men. 
Hallelujah,  &c 

7  Be  pow'r  and  glory  ever  thine> 

,  3  hy  name  be  ftill  ador'd  y 
Let  all  the  creatures  thee  proclaim 
Their  everlaftingLord, 
Hallelujah^  &c* 
S  Let  cv'ry  nation,  land  and  tongue 
Thy  wondrous  love  confefs  ; 

Caufc 


mm  Sujfienngi  ^(Arut.  JF^ 

Caufe  all  iqen  know.tliy  chpurouiif  mjbci       .    ^ 
••  The  Lord  our  RighUoufarfi." 
Hallelujah,  &c.      . 
9  Now,  great  Immaajuel,  to  tky  name 

Be  endlefs  glory  giv^n  : 
,     Our  broken  hymns  on  earth  begun, 

Them  perfeft  make  in  heavV^*  ,      \        ' 

Hallelujah^  HtfUelujabf 
Hallelujah^  Amen.  .      ^    . 

"HYMN    X.    ... 

Heaven'^  Happiness. 

X  'TIS  heaven  on  earth,  Chtift's  love  to  taikj^  ^ 

And  feel  hu  pQfr'tful,gt»ce  \ 
'Tis  heav'n  begun  to  dwell  in  love, 
And  fee  his  gloribus  face. 
Hallelujah^  UaUeiu^^ 

Hallelujah,  Amen 

a  Lord,  in  my  br^ nftf  the  Bire  <doth  bum 
-  Of  love  which  thou  haA  giv'n  : 
Nothing,  on  earth  csm  quench  this  flame,     - 
Nothing  but  Chrift  in  heaven 

Hallelujah,  Sec.  -» 

^  Men  here  woi^  know  the  thbgs  bebw  > 
But  I  determij\M  am  .      ^  ^ 

Chrift  crucify *d  aldbe  to  know,    ... 
My  iacrificed  Lai^# 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

4  The  fweeteft  days  we  have  on.  earth 

Are  in  thy  fervice  fpent;  

The  x:omfort^  I  enjoy  in  thefe  ^ . 

Do  yield  me  mpft  content*  - 

Hallelujah,  gcc.         v  ,  - 

5  Communion  Sabbaths  here  are  fweet  y 

But  them  we  foon  do  fpfind  : 
In  heaven  the  Sabbath  fweetcr  is, 

Which  never  hath  an  end«  > 

Hallelujah,  &c. 

6  There  I{allelujahs  to  the  Lamb 

No  period  will  know  :       . 
No  willows  there  to  hang  our  harps. 

yo^,iv.  z^      ^  M 


As  x>fe  vTft  fittd  beldW.         '  ' 
Ha//e/yjah,  &<s     • 
•^  O  happy  thcfe  who  (hall  afcend 
Where  they  ftill  Sabbath  ke^, 
Where  in  the  hcav'nly  work  of  prarfe 
They  flumber  Hot  not  flcep  !  » 

Hallelujah^  &c. 
8  There  to  the  Lamb  that  onc«  WAS  dta^i 

But  now  doth  live  again,   '  ^     ' 

With  joy  and  wonder  do  they  fing : 
He's  faints  eternal  gftin*     -  ^ 
Hallelujah^  Ballelujflhf 
Hallelujah^  jimen* 

HYMN    ILl.      ^.'    '■  •• 

T!he  Lord  o«r  Righteoitsmes^       . .  /n. 

i  WE  from  our  free-will  and  our  w&rk^ 
No  help  at  all  can  draw  j    ' 
For  our  free-will  ahd  nat^al  pdWetf 

Arc  haters  of  Gd4»^  law.  .  v  ^ 

2  The  ftream  which  from  Chiflft'»  pierctd  fid« 

In  blood  and  water  flowed, 
Muft  juflify  and  cleapfe  our  fouk. 
Ere  we  can  litt  nfrilh  God. 

3  Lord»  all  my  doings  and  my  ^iforks 

Can  ne'er  with  God  prcviil  J  ' 
Both  I  and  they,  for  fin,  defe^fe  ' 
To  be  thrown  down  to  hell. 

4  My  righteoufnef^  h  filthy  HigSi 

I  humbly  muft  confefs : 
But,  Lord,  I  plead  my  Savi^r^^  hattt» 
*.  The  Lord  our  Right45ou(»efi.' 
J  Tho'  I  could  weep  a  flooid  of  teav»^ 
I'd  lay  no  ftrefs  ther^dn  : 
Chrift's  blood  muft  wftih  me  and  xny  tears. 
Or  elfe  I  am  undone.       • 
6  Chrift  bears  the  burden  of  iJurfins, 
And  of  our  duties  too : 
His  blood  muft  cleanfe  our  prayers  and  fraffe 
And  all  that  we  c«n  do. 
5^  Chriftj  who's  ouir  Righteoufctfs  perfumes 
^'  -    Our  dutiai  unto  God ; 


ami  Siftringi^  ^€k^U  l%% 

Weak  ^Iritv  tliro'  Cbtift,  lie  doth  accept  J 
They're  fpriakled  mih  kb  Wood- 

8  Chrift's  works  and  wounds  alone  I  trufl|  # 

His  Hfe  and  deatk  I  ble&: 
I'll  ever  Hug  his  precioiis  namt,         »  ^ 

.     *'  TlwLbrdour  Aighteoulbefs-" 

HYMN    XII. 

The  Gospel-Passover. 

i  IN  this  bur  Gdfpel-paffover  < 

God  fcts  before  our  eyes 
The  fubflance  of  the  ancient  types, 
God's  Lamb  our  facrificc. 
z  Hete  view  his  body  broke,  and  blood 
Down  ftreaming  from  his  heart, 
To  fave  our  fouls :   and  thus  our  LxsAi 
Fulfiird  the  f^toatV  part. 

3  Here  divine  Wifdom  doth  provide 

A  free  foul-ftrciigthniDg  fcaft  5 
And  freely  bids  each  hungty  ib^l, 
O  come  and  be  a  g;aeft. 

4  Here  things  of  fenfe,  biit  there's  far  more 

Than  hallow'd  bread  and  wine  j 
La!  there  is  here  immortal  obeec. 
And  ilreams  o£  &fc  divine. 

5  Here's  for  our  fouR  Chrift's  body  bfoke; 

To  feed  and  make  thciii  grow  j 
Here's  running  ftreams  of  divine  blood, 
.  To  inake  us  ^^c&iite  as,  fhow. 

6  Lord,  grant  thy  prcfence  whi*  tfey  guefts^ 

Thy  peace  to  them  aflbrd  ^ 
No  mufic  caii  delight  Our  hearts 

Like  thy  f6rgiving  word. 
^  Grant  faith  to  eat  the  bread  of  iHe 

Which  God  fent  down  from  heav'n^ 
And  alfo  faith  to  drink  the  bkied 

For  our  redemption  giv'n. 
6  Awake,  repentance,  faith  and  lofve,    ^  •       ' 

Come  feail  on  Chrid,  a^d  ikig  :      - 
Rouze  up,  my  pow'rs  and  graces  alJy 

Attend  this  fugbly  J&ieg. 

9  View  here  the  wounds  and  diying  pangs 

Qf  our  dear  bleeding  Lord, 

3  U  2  Whofe 


'^^^  tiynrnt  on  AeLmM   ^ 

"^^5^  ^cad,  and  fide,  and  heart,  w^rc  picwy  J 
Whofc  hands  and  feet  were  bor'd. 

N.  B.  T^he  twelve  preceding  hymns  are  all  done  in  commm 
metre  ;  the  ten  fallowing  hymns  are  c&mpofed  in  diferent 
tneafures,  to  fuit  fofhe  plea/ant  tunet^  which  many  haver 
/earned^  and  delight  in. 

HYMN    XIII. 

The  Communion  Sabbatbc; 

1  FATHER,  this  day  we'll  fing  : 

From  love  thou  gav'ft  thy  Son,. 
To  buy  falvation  to  our  fouls, 

When  fin  had  us  undone.  r 

2  We'll  blcfs  thy  Son,  who  came^ 

To  bear  our  guilt  and  ihame, 
And  thy  juft  law  which  we  had  broke, 

Fulfilled  in  our  name.  :  t 

3  We  blcfs  thy  Sp'rit  who  guides  ' 

Men  in  the  hcav'nly  road  : 
Come,  heav'nly  Dove,  our  Saviour's  love 

Shed  in  ouir  hearts  abroad.  i 

4  Our  crucified  Lord 

Was  laid  among  the  ^ead  :  ^  » 

But  foon  the  grave  its  prey  reftor'dj. 

He  rofe  for  us  to  plead.  •  •  ^  ^   , 

5  To-day,  Chrift  left  the  dead,  ,      < 

And  fatanV  empire  fell : 
'  This  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath  made/ 
We'll  triumph  over  hell. 

6  We'll  (hew  his  death,  who  bled 

To^  fave  our  finful  race, 
And  in  the  fuppcr  to  us  comes 

With  mcffagcs  of  grace:  ....  ,,   - 

7  We  magnify  thy  love 

For  fuch  a  tafte  below, 

And  that  thou  mak'ft  to  iaintr  above 
Far  nobler  blcflings  flow. 

8  We'll  hafte  to  Chrift  above  j  . 

TTT^f  ?  ^^^^  °^^^  ^S^^  ^^  «<>»•«• 

w  .n^'r^il ^^"'  *"^  know  his  lover      . 
.We'UfcaJl,  and  him  adore* 

6  To 
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9  To  t*ather,  Son,  and  Sp'tit, 
.     JxHOVAH,  One  in  Three, 
Sing  Hallilujahs  \  for  'tis  meet 
Thus  God  to  glorifij. 

HYMN     XIV. 

The  Wonders  0/*  J^edeeming  Levi* 

'  X  DEAR  Father,  we  thee  blefs, 
Thy  wondrods  love  adore 
In  giving  us  thine  only  Son  \ 

What  couldft  thou  give  os  more  \ 
%  Behold  how  God  commends 
His  love  to  men  undone  ! 
That  he  might  fpare  his  enemies, 
He  would  not  fpare  his^  Son. 

3  What  (aw  the  LaQib  in  man| 

That  could  his  pity  move, 
To  draw  the  rebel  from  helFs  gate» 
With  cords  and  bands  of  love  ! 

4  A  love  that  was  not  quench'd 

By  death  or  deepeft  wound, 
Nor  by  deep  ilreams  of  wrath  and  blood  > 
By  floods  it  was  not  drownM  ! 

5  A  glorious  crown  he  left 

A  thorny  crown  to  wear  ! 
And  on  his  bruife'd  wounded  back 
A  heavy  crofs  wouM  bear  I 

6  Mens  iins,  each  was  a  thorn, 

A  whip,  a  nail,  a'fpear  \ 
By  them  thy  bleffed  flefli  was  torn  \ 
Let  men  view  fin  with  fear  ! 

7  Yet  garments  dy'd  with  blood, 

The  thorns  thy  head  that  tare, 
Endear  thee  more  to  thine,  thaU  robe» 
And  gems  whkh  monarchs  wear. 

8  CXir  (lain  Lamb  now  appears 

Before  God^s  awful  throne  \ 
There  offers  up  our  praife  and  pray'rs : 
He  takes  them  from  his  Son. 

9  Let  faints  and  angels  join 

The  dear  love  to  proclaim 

Of 


Of  him  tliat  fits  upon  the  t|;irqQ6^ 
And  of  the  worthy  Lamb* 

HYMN    XV. 

The  LAun^azn, 

i  HOW  moving  is  the  fight  I  fee  ! 
My  God  nailM  bleeding  to  a  tree  f 
Let  countlefs  myriads  of  ipeli 
With  pierc'd  hearts  cry,  the  Lmnk  isjUirti 

%  My  d eared  Lamb,  thy  blood  was  fpilt 
For  finful  man^s  iiUpated  guilt  : 
Hard  is  the  heart  that  feeb  no  paia 
For  fin,  for  which  the  LamU^  U  fiaitk* 

3  Let  men  thy  dying  Iqye  pfoolaim, 
Which  causM  thy  bloody |Qria«n  to  (Icetm : 
Fix  in  their  hearts  flill  to  remn 

This  glorious  truth,  the  Lamk  ix  fiiiin^ 

4  Our  finking  fiate  thou  didfi  bemoan^ 
Yea,  all  our  fins  and  curfe.  took  oo^ 
To  fave  us  from  eternal  pain : 

My  deareft  Lord,  the  Lamb  isJlMi 

5  To  us  the  go/pel  fw^tly  floods,. 
We  flee  for  fafety  to  thy  ^otiods  jk 
Yea,  thcfe  to  us  do  glory  gaiiu 
To  open  heaven,  the  Lamh  «*  Jhin* 

6  RefoWM  ini  ly  befoie  tky  thc«Be, 
And  fay,  I  never  will  b^  g9«e 
Till  I  fliall  peace  with  God  obtain* 
That  peace  for  which  the  L^nfh  is.Jlaifu     • 

7  Doth  not  thy  bloo^  lot  iw^cs  plead. 
And  for  great  en'mies  intercede  I 
Still  hopes  of  life  I  will  maintain. 
While  God  proclaims^  the  l^amh  isjl^iti* 

8  Thy  blood  I  will  oa  i)fi  revenge  ^ 
Help  me  from  fin  my  ibitl.to  dcanfe ; 
Thy  wounds  from  fin  (hall  ftiH  jeftrani. 
Since  for  my  fin  the  Latf^h  uJUdn 

HYMN    XVL 

Jesus  his  Name  fragrant. 

1  CHRIST  Jksits  is  the  Lamb  that's  flain^ 
To  fevc  the  very  worft  of  men  ; 


^0 


No  name  like  Jefos  foUtids  W  me, 
For  Jesus  bririgs  fd  vat  ion  free. 

2  Jesus  his  name  doth  fiatfers  tell. 
His  works  to  favefrom^i^  and  hell : 
All  fweetnefs  centers  in  hi»  natne  ; 
My  naming  it  makes  lore  to  flame. 

3  When  funk  are  names-  of  greateft  wotth,  / 

'*  His  name's  like  ointment  pbured  forth  j'* 
It  fpreads  a  fragrant  fcent  around,     * ' 
And  brings  reftefhing  with  its  found. 

4  Jesus  his  name  charms  heart  and  ear, 
Make»  me  content  his  croft  to  beat : 

His  name  doth  cheat  my  fiatnting  foul,         > 
And  makes  my  wounded  fpirit  whole. 

5  His  Name  to  me  is  a  ftrong  tow'r, 

It  favcs  me  from  the  wrathful  Ihow'r  : 
His  name  with  comforts  doth  abound 
To  fouls  with  forrows  altnoft  drown'd^ 

6  Jesus  his  name  doth  fweetly  found. 
It  rings  falvation  el)  sirotmd  ; 

It  doth  the  heavy 'laden  Icfetp 

From  iinkiog  downward  in  the  deep. 

7  When  in  our  place  dear  Jbsus  ftood 
With  all  his  garments  roll'd  in  bloo^, 
To  faith  a  lovely  fight  is  he : 

All  guilty  men  to  Jefus  flee. 

8  O  Jesus,  glorious  is  thy  name  \ 
May  all  the  nations  hear  thy  fame  !' 
Moft  fweet  tHiy  name  will  ever  found 
Above,  where  praifes  have  no  bounds 

HYMN    XVIL 

The  crucified  Jesus. 

X  CHRIST  crucified  (hall  be  the  fong 

Which  will  employ  my  heart  and  tongue  : 

This  fong  fupports  men  in  diflrefs, 
.    And  cheers  their  hearts  in  wildernefs* 

AlVfongs  but  this  1*11  lay  afide  ;  >-i 

My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify 'd. 
%  Up  Calv'ry  mount  I'll  climb  by  faith. 

And  fee  my  Saviour  vanquifh  death  j 

I'll  wondering  Hand,  and  vitw  the  blood 

He 


S9^  Hymns  an  the  (mv^. 

He  (bed  when  in  my  place  be  Aood  : 
From  bve  he  ilretchM  his  arms  and  dy'd  ;   ,   •     .  ' 
My  Lord,  my  Love  i$  crucifyM. 

3  To  me  his  bon^s  do  freedom  b^y,  .  *: 
And  britig  to  glorious  liberty  ^ 

The  cruel' feoffs  he  bore  from  foes  { 

To  me  obtain  divine  applaufe* 
Of  Chrift  I'll  fing,  let  men  deride  j 
My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify  M* 

4  The  ftrokes  he  got  on  back  and  face 
Raze  out  the  marks  of  my  difgrace  ^ 
The  thorny  crown  which  he  enduc^c|f 
A  crown  of  life  for  me  procured,   . 
Let  flill  this  fong  with  me  abide. 

My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify ^d 
j;  On's  back  he  bore  the  bloody  tre.e, 
Puih'd  forward  by  the  foldjcry  ; 
Pity'd  by  none,  by  all  blafphem'd 
Infulted,  hateci  and  condemned  : 
In  all  he  wondrous  love  dUjplayM  ; 

My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify 'd. 
|6  His  difciples  wece  fled  and  gone. 
The  wine-prefs  h^  mufl  tread  alone  : 
He's  pierc'd  in  head,  in  hands  and  feet^  , 
Till  ftreams  of  blbod  each  other  meet. 
Why  (hould  I  think  of  ought  beiide  ^ 

My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify 'd. 

HYMN    XVIIL* 
Know  Cbhist  crucified^ 

?  CHRIST  crucify'd  is  all  my  blcfi, 

In  all  my  ilraits  I'll  him  addrefs, 

His  wounds  and  -blood  do  make  me  whole  \ 

Look  up,  and  liye,  eaph  fin-iick  foul  \ 

If  you  wopld  have  all  wants  fupply^d^ 

"  Know  Jcfus,  and  him  crucify'^. 
%  That  bloody  fv![eat  of  Chrift's  fo  fr^e, 
.  Proves  a  choice  cordial  unto  me  \ 

Thofe  nails  which  gave  him  torture  vaft. 

My  feat  in  heayen  (hall  make  faft. 

Let  hearts  that  would  be  fix'd  and  ilay'd, 

•*  Know  Jeftis,  and  him  crucify 'd,"  , 

Chrift 


3  Chrift  AiSerM  nftkeJ/tt^  t6  dodre 
With  righteou&efs  and  giory  both  ; 
His  parching  thidt,  «nd  cup  of  g^ll. 
In  bitter  griefs  me  qotefott  fh^il% 
Let  fouls  that  would  be  fatisfy^, 

"  Know  Jefus  and  him  crtteifyM.'* 

4  Cnrift's  five  wide  Wounds  do  bid  me  cojsie 
To  lodge  in  them  :  for  there  is  tioom  : 
His  loud  and  agoMkihg  crf 

Heav'n's  gates  will  open  when  I  die. 
If  you  would  fte  thenl  opehM  wide, 
"  Know  Jefus,  and  hfih  crucify'd*** 
6  Chrift's  open'd  ^6:t  my  cate  fliall  bcj 
To  which  {rom  foes  ttkj  foul  fliall  flee  \ 
The  water  which  from  it  did  How 
Shall  quench  my  thitft  while  here  below. 
Would  you  in  this  dear  refuge  bide  ? 
*'  Know  Jefus,  and  him  crucify M/' 

HYMN  XIX. 

Gratituie  for  Redeeming  Love* 

t  IMMANU£L;s  fame  Til  fpread  abroad, 
And  loudly  praife  my  ,bleeding  God  ^ 
For  thcfe  love>wonders  now  I  fee, 
1^11  praife  thee  through  eternity.  "" 

Lord,  make  me  meet  with  faints  abov^ 
To  iing  thy  everlafling  love. 
The  Word  tnadefiejb^  the  Lamb  ontejlain^ 
Aftonifh  angels  ^s  welPs  men^ 
This  (hews  God^s  love  in  fuch  degree 
As  it  can  never  fathom'd  be. 
Lord,  make  me  meet  with  faints  above 
To  fing  thy  everlafting  love. 

3  Why,  Lord,  dtdfl  thou  fuch  pain  endure  ? 
He  faith.  Thy  iinful  foul  to  cure  ^ 

My  crimfon  blood  to  you  doth  fay. 
Your  crimfon  fins  I'll  wafli  away. 
Amazing  love,  that  God  (hould  die 
For  man  that  wasr  his  enemy  ! 

4  I  placed  myfelf  in  finners  room, 
Yojur  fie(h  and  frailties  did  aflume  ^ 

I  for  your  debt  engaged  alone,      ,    ^ 
.  And  for  your  fins  dyM  to  atone, 
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Amazing  love»  that  God  ihould  die 
For  man  that  ,wa«  his  enemy  ! 

5  O  Lamb  of  God»  to  men  thou'rt  good 
How  (hall  I  (hew  my  j^ratitude.! 

I'll  kifs  thy  feet,  and  thee  adore. 
And  grieve  that  I  can  d(>  no  more* 
Lord  fit  my  foul  to  live  with  thee» 
To  fing  his  praife  who  dy'd  for  me. 

6  I  thank  thee,  Jefus,  my  diear  Lord, 
For  all  the  pains  thou  hail  endur*d: 
Caufe  thou  my  foul  thy  love  to  know. 
Who  bled  to  make  me  white  as  fnow. 
Lord  fit  my  foul  to  live  with  thee, 
To  fing  his  praife  who  dy*d  for  me* 

HYMN  XX. 

Tie  Feast  of  Commemoration* 

1  TO  faints  afitmblies  I'll  repair. 

And  vent  my  heart  in  praife  and  pray'r  i 
The  day  Chrift  rofe,  I'll  him  extol, 
And  (he w  his  death  with  heart  and  foul. 
I  none  dedre  to  know  befide 
My  Jefus,  and  him  crucify'd. 

2  Chrift  crucify M  is  ftill  n^y  feaft  ; 

They  Jefus  love,  who  Jefus  tafte  ; 
I'll  on  his  purchafe  fix  mine ,  eyes, 
And  feafl  on  fruits  of  paradife. 
I  none  dtfire  to  knovy  befide , 
My  Jefus,  and  him  crucify'd* 

3  We  lake  the  blefl  fi^ns  in  our  hands, 

An^  fo  obey  our  Lord's  commands : 
Remembring  thee,  we  do  attend  j 
And  this  weMl  do  till  time  (liall  end. 
Thy  death  to  ftiew,  faints  will  take  care, 
Until  they  meet  thee  in  the  air. 

4  Thy  blelt  remembrance  yields  delight, 

'  But  far-  more  fweet  will  be  thy  fight : 
Hence  'tis  my  daily  cry  to  Thee, 

0  deareft  Jefus  come  to  me. 

1  none  defire  to  know  befide 
My  Jefus,  and  bim  crucify'd." 
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5  A  fight  of  Jefus  on  the  crofe 
Makes  all  this  world  appear  as  drofs  : 
Lord,  what  are  earthly  things  to  me, 
But  clouds  that  part  my  foul  atld  thee  ! 
O  tune  my  foul  for  fongs  above  y 
Increafe  my  light,  inflame  my  love,  ^ 

6  Never  did  angels  tafteiibave" 

Redeeming  grace,  and  cJying  love.      ^  '  ^-     \    ■ 

Worthy  is  Chrift  our  bleffed  Lamb, 
That  bore  for  men  the  crofs  and  fhame, 
On  God's  eternal  throne  to  rdgn,  ' 
Since  he  for  us  was  piercM  and  flain. 

HYMN    XXL 

iCffOTU,  Jesus  onfym 

J  JOIN,  ye  tribes  of  ranfom'd  men, 
With  hearts  and  tongues  to  fing, 
Worthy's  the  Lamb  that  was  Qain 

To  be  our  Lord  and  King  : 
Let  mens  wills  unto  him  bow. 
Since  out  of  lovfe  for  men  he  dy'd : 
Only  Jefus  will  I  know^ 
jind Jefus  crucify'* d. 

2  For  our  fins  Chrift's  blood  was  fpilt, 

His  foul  did  torments  feel : 
If  we  mourn  not  for  our  guilt. 

Our  hearts  are  hard  as  fteel. 
Lord,  caufe  tears  from  hearts  to  flow  : 
O  pity  them  whofe  hearts  are  dry 'd. 
Only  Jefus  will  I  hno  m, 

jind  Jefus  ,crucify^d, 

3  Sin  I  ftiun  with  all  its  charmj?, 

Since  it  would  me  deftroy  :^  * 

Take  me.  Lord,  into  thy  arms, 

Me  fafe  to  heav'n  convby  j 
While  I  travel  here  below. 
Still  keep  m*e  near  thy  pierced  fiaeV^ 
Only  Jefus  will  I  know^y 

And  Jefus  crucify^d. 

4  Earth  affords  not  my  chief  good, 

In  Chrift  my  blifs  doth  ly  ; 
Earth's  vain  dreams  mens  hearts  delude, 
Its  arts  I  do  defy  ,• 
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Empty  world,  I  thee  let  gp» 
Adieu  to  all  thy  pomp,  and  pride. . 
Onfy  Jeftts  viiil  I  know*  . 
jf^nd  Jefus  crucify^ d^ 
5  Earth  I  quit  for  reft  above. 
Below  there^s  nothiAg  fiir^ : 
Chrift  1  make  my  Lord,  my  Love  ^ 

In  him  my  alPs  fccure, 
O  let  faith  flill  in  me  grow, 
All  vanities  lUl  lay  aiide. 
Only  Jefus  will  I  know. 
And  Jefus  crucify  d* 

HYMN  XXn. 
A  Saint  chuffs  not  to  flay  behind  Christ. 

1  IN  the  wine-preG  of  God^s  wrath 

My  deareft  Lamb  was  crufliM  ^    .        ' 
There  he  groan'd  and  bled  to  death* 

Yea,  low  was  laid  in.  duft  : 
But  he  rofe,  to  (hew  his  love  \ 

To  plead  for  u^,  to  heaven  he's  gone* 
Since  my  head  and  hearths  above^ 
,  Why  flay  I  here  to  groan  ? 

2  Friend  of  finners.  King  of  fatntt, 
.  Plead  for  me  with  thy  blood  > 
While  Vm  in  the  land  of  wants. 

Still  fend  me  heavenly  food  t 
My  heart-plagues  do.thou  remove* 
Of  them  to  thee  I  make  my  moan. 
Since  my  head  and  hearths  above^ 

Why  flay  I  here  to  groan  ? 

3  Into  Jefu's  hands  I  fall, 

By  faith  I  thee  embrace  \ 
Ring  of  glory  hear  me  call, 

And  heal  me  by  thy  grace  $ 
Let  thy  Spirit  in  me  move, 
To  fix  my^  faith  on  Chrift  alone. 
Since  my  head  and  hearths  above^ 

Why  fiay  I  here  to  groan  ? 

4  Lord,  thou  fay'ft,  I  quickly  come  > 

Saints  for  thy  coming  pray  ; 
While  thou  fl;ay'ft,  I>m  far  from  home  > 
Lord  JefttS;  come  away  ; 

On 


On  things  earthly  I*1J  npt  tovt, 
Like  Chrifl  aniQng  them  there  is  none* 
Since  my  head  end' hearths  abbve^ 
Why  Jiay  1  here  to  groan  ? 

HYMN  XXIII. 

The  Fountain  of  Chwst^s  Blood. 

1  WE  blefs  God  for  this  matchlefs  bloody 

Which  to  us  freely  ftreams. 
And  fallen  men  from  fin  and  hell 
Moil  powerfully  redeems. 

2  Eternal  thanks  to  God^s  dear.  Son»     ' 

Who  pourM  this  ilreamia^  floods 
To  wa(h  from  fin^  and  to  eofure 
Our  fouls  eternal  good, 

3  Bethfeda,  Jordan,  Siloam-s  pool. 

Are  vain,  they  dp  no  good 
For  cleaniing  fouls,  or  purging  £■!» 
As  doth  this  divine  blood, 

4  Come,  leprous  fouls,  to  this  new  pooJ, 

And  bathe  yourfelves  therein  s         > 
Why  (hould  you  die,  when  God  provides 
This  remedy  for  fin  ? 

5  Unto  this  open  fountain  bring 

My  finfulfoul,  0-God, 
And  alljmy  fpotted  garments  eleanlb 
In  my  Redeemer's  blood. 

6  Upon  this  remedy  divine 

Alone  my  hopes  are  hnilt : 
This  many  thoufand  fouls  have  triedy 
It  purg'd  away  their  guilt. 

7  Give  accefs,  Lord,  unto  thy  blood, 

And  faith  to  wa(h,  till  I 
Be  purify M  and  throughly,  clean 
From  all  iniquity. 
S  Praife  for  the  dodlrine  of  free  grace. 
Which  Jefu's  gofpel  founds ; 
Praife  for  free  love,  and  cleaning  blood 
That  flows  from  Jefu^s  wounds. 

HYMN 
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HYMN   XXIV. 

Christ  our  Passovek  Sacrificed  for  usk 

J  LY  at  the  foot  of  Jefu's  crofs,         ' 
See  what  the  Lamb  endurM  j       . 
Contemplate  there  his  bleeding  wound*,. 
Which  life  to  us  procur'd. 
fi  Sore  wounds  and  bruifes,  ftripes  and  paid. 
With  fearful  agony, 
Did  he  endure  to  ranfom~us 
From  endlefs  mifery. 

3  Jefus  our  pafTover  is  flain,  ^ 

And  for  us  iacriik'd  \ 
The  tokens  of  thy  death  remain^ 
Let  thefe  by  us  be  priz'd, 

4  A  feaft  upon  this  facrifice 

Thou  haft  on  men  beftow'd, 
Where  we  may  feed  upon  thy  flcfh, 
And  drink  thy  precious,  blood. 

5  Thanks  to  our  God,  who  loved  us,. 

And  look'd  on  finking  men, 
And  for  us  found  a  facriBce, 
The  Lamb  for  finners  (lain. 

6  A  facrifice  that's  infinite 

Thy  juftice  did  demand,  • 

Ere  guilty  men  fhould  beiforgiv'n,- 
Or  they  iif  judgment  ftand. 
*l  Behold  how  mercy  interposM 

In  this  nonplufling  cafe,  ■" 

And  fent  the  Lamb  ouf^  paffovcr 
To  bleed  in  finners  place  ! 
8  Till  we  afcend  to  Chrift  above, 
And  fully  Ihare  thy  feaft, 
We'll  fit  content  beneath  thy  crofs, 
And  blefs  thee  for  a  tafte. 
9vDear  Lamb,  ftiine  on  our  folemn  days; 

Thy  prefence  makes  the  feaft  :  .  , 

Come  fill  our  hearts  with  love,  and  joy- 
That  cannot  be  expreft. 

HYMN   XXV. 

^banhfgivtng  to  the  b/eJfedliKimTi* 

I  EXALTED  Father,  wc  thee  praife, 

And  blcfc  thy  facrqd  name :  Tbou 
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Thou  waft,  and  art»  and  evermore 
Remainefl  God  the  fame. 
Hallelujah^  Hallelujah^ 
Hallelujah^  Amen, 

2  Father  of  mercies,  God  of  love, 

May  thou  he  ilill  adored, 
Becaufe  thou  freely  gav'ft  thy  Son, 
To  be  our  Prieft  and  Lord^ 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

3  O  Son  of  God,  we  thee  do  ble&, 

That  freely  undertook 
To  be  a  Ranfomer,  to  fave 
All  who  to  thee  do  look. 
Hallelujah,  &c* 

4  Unto  the  Lamb,  our  Savio\u:-God^  ^  | 

Let  praifes  ilill  iacreafe  ^ 
For  thro'  thy  precious  wounds  and  blood 
Comes  all  our  faappinefs. 
Hallelujah,  &c, 

5  O  Holy  Ghoft,  we  thee  exalt. 

Who  doft  with  linners  .ftrive, 
Till  they  be  brought  to  clofe  with  Oirift, 
And  made  in  him  alive. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

6  We  praife  thee,  O  thou  promisM  Dove, 

Who,  as.Chrift  faid,  art  come 
To  raife  our  dead  fouls  unto  life, 

And  fafely  guide  us  home.  •  ,  ^j 

Hallelujah,  &c. 

7  To  purge  our  guilt,  and  ^uy  our  peace, 

God  fent  his  Son  to  bleed  ; 
His  blood  procurM  a  treafure  full 
To  anfwcr  all  our  need. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

8  Thanks  to  our  heavenly  Father's  love, 

Who  gave  the  Lamb  to  ihen  ; . 
The  Lamb  we  praife,  and  Spirit  too, 
Thcfe  Three  in  One.     Amen. 

HYMN    XXVL 

Give  thanks  to  God  for  a  crucified  Jesus. 

I  BLEST  be  our  Lamb,  who  undertook 
Loii  (inners  to  deliver ; 
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O  praife  our  King,  fat  W  is  ^obd 

His  mercy  lafts  for  ever.  /  .      ^,,. 

3  No  blood,  but  that  of  him  WWs  6oi,       '"  "         '    " 

Could  take  away  our  £ln  ; 
No  fmaller  (acrifice  thati  this  -    - 

Could  heaven  for  us  win. 

3  This  made  the  glorious  Son  of  God, 

Leave  heaven  for  oOr  good :         .-       -^     .       . 
Our  fle(h  and  frailties  he  aflum^d^ 

To  ranfom  us  with  blood.  i, 

4  BeH^eath  the  vail  of  human  flelh 

His  Godhead  he  did  hide-,  ,  * 

To  pay  our  debt,  and  pui^e  ouf  gjtiift. 
Our  facrifioe  he  dyM* 
J  God*s  praife  in  gofpel- hymns  ^e*U  fiog,^  ^ 

With  thinkfiil  hearts  diee  Wdi }  ,    . 

W«  will  found  forth  thy  glorious  name^ 

«  The  Lord  our  Righteoufntfe.** 
6  In  evVy  place  and  company 
Where  it  may  tend  for  good, 
Chrift  crudfy'd  we  will  extol, 

And  tell  men  of  Ms  blood,  , 

3  His  wounds  and  merits  weUl  fpeak  forth, 
His  ftcps  we  willpurfuc  J 
From  him  weUi  holy  learn  to  be, 
Meek,  lowly,  juff,  and  true. 
8  What  love,  what  fervice,  and  what  praife. 
To  our  God  do  we  owe, 
Who  left  his  glorious  throne  above, 
To  die  for  us  below ! 
9  Till  we  the  vail  of  flcfh  put  off,  .  "^ 

Accept  our  weaker  fbngs  j  /       ' 

And,  when  we  reach  the  manfions  bright. 
We'll  praife  with  better  tongues* 

HYMN    XXVIL 

Tbe  Communion- Feast.     , 

I  HOW  greatly  ihould  the  love  of  God 
All  our  affedions  move  I 
He  foe»  fiMrgives,  and  n^xt  imfiites 
Them  to  a  feaft  of  love. 

.   .     ^  Thfe 
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AN  JEXHO&TATION 
TO  «A!fCTlFY  T1I«  LOiiay*^  HAY. 


T  JBUlMDckrie  ^dufu^ft  vkkaftnont  edMfrni^ 
I  4bn!lDmtt«MlBi,!AnairibttbSeii«e«ittl4irdlt4^^ 
Soad  and  imnfider  what  inik  (been  aircMdv  dEn^ 
viU  ifind  ttiaiMr  BxgiuBfinfti  rfor  preffingtks  tshoitniDii  t 
Mqr^  ilwii  tkecfoapeirf  aD  Ihatihaftli  beeii£n4.  Bo^ 
that  yfasimK^j^kvcmxtieSc&BuMjhcKdKtkwtA  af  tkc 
cBccHelMy  a«d  «BQtiB^*#f  duB  Autf,  i  AiM  fcitfaer  ifvU 
jmt  Attic  iStm  tmotiiree. 

il.  Xbe  ftciA  oUmaitaM«)f  fdK  Sabltth  tsdie^olt 
cfiaQmd  tHnm  te  perentiag  Adietfin  and  fliD£iaeaef% 
in  rcpsd  that,  hj  dbc  fcoqucsit  f  GcmriR^thctBG^  the  ft* 
araaihiaaoe  lof  Chsift  >attl  heiifeit  is>^  kqptiap,  and 
fiaatidfriac  vfedKpt  under  teonftant  ;rAi4ae8  and  dif«* 
gcaoe.  if  k  were  mA  for  ifae  oWertation  of  the  Sab^ 
£atIi,«idiefrreaBd  il^religioa  ^^itbd  quickly  omeripicad  At 
imrldc  And  tkere  is  nothkigytettds  ■aare  to  hwrdenifae 
heart,  fear  the  confcience,  and  give  loofe  reins  >io  fca»* 
datons  insand«ttd>veakifigB»  jbkaaithe  ptofamfidn  of  the 
Sabtmih.  Tkis  (as  kath  been  faid)  many  male&aars  xt 
gibbctB  haiFC  ^confeiedla  ihaYebeen  the  ficft  beginniog 
of  tkeir  iaofe  inres,  and  tfaait  \iiifaich  paved  the  way  to 
Axm  viher  wicked  coatfea^  und  proiniked  God  toimc 
Ihem  to  faU  into  ihcie  jRiiiott8«riaKs  irhkh  broaght 
themie  foch  fatal  «ad8. 

11.  God%  great  {(ocMbrdTs  and  gracious  defign  in  aU 
ImAag  yon  the  Sabbath,  lays  fixa  under  itcDng  riUtg»- 
tions  to  keep  it  confciemioufly :  He  giimt  it  not  ibr 
afpenanoebtttaprinlege.  It  isnotthat  bemavjg^ad^ 
i»ntage  ftom  you*  bnt  that  ine  may  gi«e  bklliags  10 
ftni.  He  ihath  not  caasaaaiukd  ahe  imSmU  ef  the 
vorkl  to  ocodk  every  fer enth  day,  beoHife  Ise  ii  ttred 
arith  govemine  the  £a&e,  or  to  take  any  e^fe  to  him^ 
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felfi  but  it  Is  that  he  may  give  reft  to  ycmr  bodies' 
anil  bearenly  refrefliment  t:i>*  y^ur  foohi  WooM  yot 
hate  Chrift  and  the  riches  of  his  grace  ?  Would  you 
have  your  fouls  nourirned,  and  weak  ^aces  repaired  I 
Then  k^cp  the  Sabbath,  for  it  is  God's  trcekly  market* 
day  \  and  a  free  market  it  is,  wherein  we  may*'  buy, 
withput  money  and  widioat  price/*  the  richeft  conMiio» 
dittcs  that  heaven  and  earth  can  aSbrd,  even  the  bread 
and  water  of  life  for  the  lives  of  our  foulss  the  wine 
«f  l^rift'Ss  blood  to  cbear  us,  the  milk  of  hb  word  to 
nourifli  us,  tbe  gold  of  bis  grace  to  enrich  iis,  and  hk 
precious  eye-falve  to  enlighten  us,  and  his  white  raiment 
to  clothe  and  adorn  us.  Isthis  day  fe  profieabk  to  lis, 
and  will  we  not  regard  it  ^  It  is  the  foul's  feftival,  a  day 
of  reaping  and  ingathering,  suid  of  laying  up  inftore 
for  the  time  to  come.  It  is  God's  ftated  aims-day,  or 
pubKc  deal-  day,  wherein  he  fcatters  bleffings  and  crumba 
of  the  bread  of  life  amongneedy  foids.  h  is  the  queen 
of  days,  the  dawning  of  gbry,  and  day^break  of  he»^ 
veni  It  is  the  day  for  afcending  moimt  Tabor,-  to  fee 
Chrift  transfigured  before  our  e^es :  and  for  ^etaing 
to  the  fop  of 'Pi%ah,  to  get  a  fight  of  the  promifed  land* 
O  then  !  what  hcfirAi  ingratitude  muft  it  be  to  a  good 
God  to  pA)fane  this-bleffed  day,  and  flight  God's»  nn- 
fpeakaUe  ktndnefs,  in  allowing  it  to  us  for  our  fouls 
advantage  ? 

IIL  The  ftrifk  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath,  is  an  ex* 
celknt  menn  to  fweeten  both  the  thoughts  of  death  and 
ixeaveh  to  us.  i.  As  for  death,  a  retiring  from  the 
world/once  a  week,  will  prepare  us  to  welcome  ourfio" 
vX  removal  from  it  the  more  cheerfully.  But  they  who 
think  It  hard  to  leave  their  worldly  concerns  for  a  day 
to  worlhip  God,  when  they  cxpeft  to  return  to  them 
on  the  morrow  ;  what  a  hard  pull  muft  it  be  for  them 
to  p^rt  with  them  altogether  at  death,  n«ver  more  to 
t!ome  back  to  them  i  And  this  we  muft  all  ibortly  do, 
Whether  we  will  or  no :  But  to  a  confeieiitious  keeper 
of  the  Sabbatli,  the  parting  with  the  world  will  not  be 
fuch  a  hard  taf&.  a.  It  will  alfo  fweeten  the  thoughts 
W  heaven  to  us  5  for  the  work  and  comforts  of  the  Sab- 
bath  hdow,  are  the  foretaftes  of  the  employments  and 

.  enjoyments 


to  Sanaify  ib&  SkMab.  i^f t 

enjoyinent^  of  the  cvcrlafttng  Sabbath  above  :  •  And 
diff  wbo^delight  ia  the'Babbaths  oh  cirth  (which  are 
the  days  of  hcaycn,  and  typical  tcfemblanceg'of  it)  can- 
not  but  rejoice  in  the  forothoughts  of  celebratitig  thd 
eternal  Sabbath  abovcy  in  the  immediate  fruitioa  of 
OodVpiefence,  and  beholding  him  as  he  is  for  ever- 
nrare.  But  the  thoughts  of  beaTcn  can  be  nowifi:  pleti** 
fant  to  a'Sabbath*breaker;  yea,  it  would  be  an  uneufy 
prifon  to  him  :  For>  if  it  be  a  penance  to  him  to  be  a 
few  days  in  God^s' worfliip  now»  what i  a  punithm^iU 
would  ic  be  to  him  to  be  engaged  in  this  work  for 
titer? 

1V<  donfider  who  it  is  that  requires  you  to  faoAify 
1^  Sabbath^  eren  that  good  and  gradous  .God  who 
pmh  you  ail  tbtngts  richly  to  enjoy ;  thi;t  God  who 
giveth  you  your  being,  your  bieath,  your  health,  your 
ibod;  -and  ail  earthly  comforts.  O  how  bountiful  is  he 
to 'the  fona  cC  men !  he  gives  you  ihc  fun  in  the  hea* 
vrt^  to  flune  upOn  your  bodirs,  and  the  Son  oF  his  loye 
a<T  die  for  your  fouls*  He  aUoivs  you  fix  days  for  your 
prt^t  and  pleafure,  he  referees  one  for  his  glory  and 
fervice  ;  and  will  you  not  frankly  gite  him  his  one  day, 
vrhen  he  is  fo  liberal  to  you  ?  Say  then  to  your  -vain 
Qompanions,  when  they  wo^fd  tempt  you  to  profane 
the  Lord's  dayi  as  Jofeph  to  Potiplwr's  wife,  when  flie 
tempted' him  to  (in,  Gen.  xxxix.  9.  **  My  mafter  hath 
not  licpt  back  anyahing  from  me  but  thee,  becaufe  thou 
Alt  his  wife ;  how  then  can  I  do  this  great  wickednefs, 
»nd  fin  againft  God  ?*^  So  fay  you»  God,  the  Sovereiga 
Xonrd  and  Mailer  of  the  world,  hath  kept  back  no  time 
irom  .m^9  but  one  day,  becaufe  it  was  his  ^  how  then  can 
I  db  this  great  wickedaefs,  and  fin  aga.nft  God  i 
.  V.  A  confcientious  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  dlfpofeth 
the  foul  the.  more  for  the  fervice  of  God  all  the  week 
jDver*  If  your  foul  be  in  a  good  frame  on  the  Sabbath, 
it  will  profper  the  better  all  the  week  for  it :  Your  con^ 
fciencc  will  be  the  more  tender,  your  thoughts  the  *uorc 
spiritual,  and  your  af&£lions  the  more  lively.  If  you 
he  in  che  mount  with  God  on  the  Sabbath,  the  face  of 
yout  converfation  will  be  fair  to  (hine  in  bolinefs  ibrough 
the  weekf   ^  ^     ' 

N  n  a         *  VI. 


VI.  Ottr  i^Fttd  tor  dM.SUbiMidi»  is  JMlffiiiftAriM^f  llhi 
Att€  and  fnoieiif  cAir  IbiOeir vlMtbflr  weilirii^^^ 
Ok cafM^r  toielStdor t{Ws.ii«DrH  hk^    Itt  taitt dtii 

^  ^aajflg)  ia  sigioQ^U^  4ir  decay iaj^'ft^  'Haaat 
God  fceqocAtljr  calls  the  SaMut^  «  *'  figA  ^Miaur^bMil 
and  hb  peopiei''  I^kkL  taexL  t>  Eqak*  9la««  4  d«  asKi 
And!  indeed  cur  coaibiendaiia  k0e|MiB^  aad^  tKO&itpBt^ 
df  the  Sabbatk  ia  a  fin  ta  ms  fe^evai  wa)t6^i 

u  I%ba  6»%(  God's  £a0&i£fine  o«r  bsaHsii  tad 
an» evidence  i/a  geod  woik.  wrottgjhs  ta'ipi'%  ll^iUy 
Spirit. 

9.  It  is.a.cl<ac  fign  ta  dUUngiaiik  iia^t£rMi:  the  wi* 
&ft£lifieAafid|fro£anepeo|^QCtliew«r]di   •     * 

3^'  It  is  a  dgn.  of  our  baring  a  confoitntioas  ifyiil 
to  alt  the  other  eonunaiids  of  God  i  and  aU^^teoiy 
ferfens  will  find  Kbit  fign  tohoLd  in  iheis  daily  expMr 
e»c€.  If  fon  keep  not  dug  contmand  4rf  faafti%ii^ 
the  Sabbathi  it  is  a  figti  yoo  wiU  little  legasd^  the  uSL 
it  ]^Mi  fervonot  God  or  Ina-  avn  da%  jma  wilt  mabe 
ititie  conlcience- of  ierfing  Uav  on  thar  foHowng  days 
of  the  week  v  biit^  on  ^  coatracy,,  if  voik  «0iflri^  God 
finccvdf  cMir  the  Sabbat,  and  tcg^iA  Mb  belf  dajr  is^^  is 
a  token  you  wiH  Tegattf  ail  dthe?  dniias  of  aeligioa* 
XiOt  us  olbCent  thoCs  ^mf  hetic^ablet  worda  of  God,  jet* 
xviii  24.  a6r  ^  If  ye  hallow  the  Sabbath'daf^^aS'do.iiO 
work  theaein  s  Then  (ball  Ihcy  come  fvona  <bt  oftiea  of 
|odah|  an4  all  othaa  piaees^  briog^g'buraiMflfetitigh 
meat  ofleriil^,  ineenie^  and  focrificee  of  pt^^t  im|Io 
the  honfeol  tbo  Lord  i'*  iiiat  i%  tho  Cbofili  of  God 
and  ttoe  reKgioa  (haU  toorifbi  and  A^  nome  4>f  iho 
Moft  High  be  exalted  in  the  world*  Aiid»  inAMd*  for 
Skf  patt,  I  de%aif  ever  of  feeing  Chriftianiftf  and  ce^- 
mation  coopfidivaMf  ad^fhineed.  in  the.  world^^  M  once 
the  land's  day  tome  So  be  bigbljr  dleeili<i4,  and  ftri^y 
obferved  t  fcnr  fttU  it  is  to  be  hum,  whei«v«r  rdi^oa 
fiouriiheth  in  the  power  of  itji  there  it  is  thst:  noft.  oott* 
Ibiente  is  made  in  the  ohfervation  of  tho  Sabbath* 

4»  The  etm&ieniiens  keeping  of  die  Sabbath  tsftfign 
hetii^iyt  God  and  his  peoptsi  in  fe%eft  it  is  »  (ehris  ^ 
^  gdod  iinderftanding  and  corrcfpondeace  b^umt  Um 

a»d 


toSai 


mA^hififMl^it^^  Xo  wbwi  it  i^  tliift  Gf4 

(fpeakiof^  ^s^  a  ipmit  «f«.  im  titt  N«ir  'ScftMKiil 

OCakitftians,,  would  jtm  be  ,bk&d  rndtoie  ih« 

QwaicMri,  nid^.tUa  ikkf  mrii^  ligbn  fir#  to  (kim i  «i«ll 
ittlMiiiniig  ]V>iift  BisiiBcsaifii^  wk)idp«  day  rod;  Sim  tho 
filMi.  ani  ;c40iplcfted  d^i  woskot  yew  scctimptikQiii 
^A»»tkirMgQlimtt><th«  womaa  that  cam.  to  dio  ti^ 
puidbre,  ^|«i..n9iif»  i$t  '?  iitiiftaiifchfif^.  ke  is  itfi^m 
m]icfiiAi.<y|i9i^ fectlie:f^«Bi  whore t^e Ldfd kvy^^So 
fiiy  I  t0.«vQry  true  iovcf  ^f  Chriftt  '*  Iie^i»  nM  h^ce^lie 
la  rifen  a^  tMK*  <Menp«:  iltt  uana  whm  tiif  IUk^  ki£i*" 
Obfame  ill#i^  bom^f  and  yiiMAi^.aipd  he  ¥nl4iiirfCy 
UMilP^Qy  ^'^  *^^^ yDi».gW vlWklheiii^of  biacoao- 
ti8Mn««*  TbiPia  v/m  ocsicr  aiqK  wbotioiy  obfcuPQil^dii 
caiius«Mid«  but  ^Ifay,.  that  rmt  aoA  hkSti  ane  (jia 
llttits  wbic^  aia  la  be  rcapad  CrMn  tbia  bleflid  i^im . ; 

WmUiL  y<»  4u»>  (base  of  tboSa  fenitt^  am^  ptafis  C#d 
in  kavpifig  hit  Sabbittb  i  Theft  («jka  tie.  ff^kivi^  af 
f icaas  (!«>  B«aiBcmbc«  ID  boooaa  aod  glorify  GM»  tb^ 
Figribni^  ihe  S<m,»  aa4  tbe  Hdy  GhoAf^  apon  aUa  bc^ 
4ayi.by  aferibiig  to  eaab  Pcffoa  af  tba  UcifiKt  Tnmft 
iHm,  i^aay  saf  bia  prapar  «aib«  Aa».  u  ^ttba  fea  ^ 
f  a^t  tba  giofy  a£Uapo>irar,.ai^<taaftaiid  goqdadih^ 
Wlatbiig  tbo  aNirU  far  oor  aafiotMaadMon^  aodl  «i»» 
tfif iaig:aiia  asoovery  wheit  wa  bad  bift  ottdebFa^  am^^ 
lor  ait  cjsumnfif^  lo  aa,.  rafting  oa  ifaa  Sabbaab  afica  1^ 
hidtiaiiiam^bttWQri^widfedBligbac  9.  Wmmi^m 
glofify  nba  Soft.lbia  dbjr*  by  aCfwUr^  la  bbia  cbetaioff 
m  mi&mkm§  afti»  caaiying  o«i  i£a  vaiA:.  of  onr  re-* 
4ea9{Ma9ii^  by  ^incaanatimii  and  iteath,  aad<by  hoi  ikfiag 
isani  the  dead  on  the  third  ds^y»  oow  kt  apart  far  the 
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tg4  '  AEtAort^lim 

Lofd't  SAbtdiw  .  .3.  ISAe  «re  to  glottff.  (feiic^y  <&bolli; 
liy  <«fcatibtng  «to  hist.  die.  Iwaoiiff  iA  app^itig  the  i^ttp- 
cb»fe<i  Mdemption  to  beUev«rp»  in  his  woric  of  fqjene^ 
ration  and  /anftification,  which  he  btigan  in^a  gk^otti 
manner  b^  that  woaderfutefiufion  on  the.ohiirc&tii'the 
day  of  Pentecoftf  being  alfo  (he  Lord's  day^  Isi^this 
waniKr  we  ought  to  glorify  God^  giving  hmoitp  to  tke 
Father,  ^on,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  upon  this  holy  day>f  if-^wa 
woidU  keep  tfae  Sabbatk  aceeptably  to  the  Loffd.  -  '  i 
'  (a*)  JUet  i|8  mind  the  dkeflion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  . 
inlfa«lviii.  13  withrefpfdio  thekccpi^of  Ahisday, 
to  wit,  to^  **  caQ  the  Sabbath  a  delight^'  the  holy*  of  the 
Lordfj^ooour^bley  and  bQnottr.bim)  i^t  doing  onr  own 
wjiys>  ^er  finding  our  own  pkafuie,  norfpeaking  oor 
own  w/trds."  Which  dired'ion  teacheth  usi  diat-^he 
beft.  way  to,  prevent  Sabbath* breakings  and  to  honoor 
God  on  his  own  day,  is  to  '*  call  the  Sabhathr ado* 
light.'*    O  that  we  knew  wh&t  this  meanetb  I 

,^^.  }*  When  may  we  be  faid  to  call  tlie  Sabhotb 
our  deligfct  ?**  -    •     • 

.  jivf.  .u  We^call  it  our  delighti  when  we  re^ice  at 
the  approach  of  the  Sabbath,  and  make  due  pccf  aratioa 
for  it ;,  and  when  ire  iblace  our- fouls,  in  the  joyful- ex^ 
pe(^ation  of  communion: with  God  on  has  own^  day« 
fiiyidg  with  David,  Pfal*  xliii*  4.  <'  Then  will  J  go  unto 
the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  exceeding  joy.  a« 
When  we  girc  the  Sabbath  an  early  welcome,  and  fiir 
up  omfclves  to  feek  God  betimes.upon  it|  IjkeDaiidi 
Pfal,  Ixii.  I.  *^  O  God,  thou  art  my  God,  earlr  will  I 
feek  U^e*'V  ^«  <When  we  are  diflatisfied  with  the(e 
things  that  would  hinder  uji  from  the  right  keepiag  of 
the  Sabbath,  at^d  are  grieved  ths^t  we  can  keep  &U»chaf 
no.hcucr.  4.  When  we  efteem  every  minute. of  Sab- 
bath-time to  be  moft  precious,  and  are  careful  ibat 
nope  pf  it  be  wafted  away  ;  but  order  matters  fo  wi£> 
ly,  that  one  duty  of  the  Sabbath  may  not  juiUe  out  imo* 
ther^  that  is,  to  be  ib  early  in  our  clofet-devotion,  that 
the.  clofet.may  not  hinder  family^duties:  .and  fo  to 
perform  tbefe,  that  they  may  not  encroaeh  upon  God's 
public- worihip*     <•  When  we  are  concerned  to  have 
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to  Smui^^MiMaib.  «$$ 

«Itibdb9giii^-<^  us  to  keet>ijie*fikri)b»th  al  weil<its  6m* 
fcif8%  QQd  i^  to  fee  tUs  holtf  day  r^nied  mi>ho^ 
ncaacA  hf  at|^  abdut  us%  •  Then  iff  may  be  C&idy  iv^-<*  ^tM 
Ibe  Sahbathra  deUght/'        ^ 

1  Hovti^  aAer  all  i  haire  fatd^  let  me  come  in  the*  eiid| 
in  the. name  of  that  great  Lord  who  inftituted  the  Sab» 
hath  forhia  own  glory^  anfd  the  good  of  meny-eameftly 
tOftAaetf  befeech  and  obteft,  all  ranks  and  degrees  of 
perfons,  whether  they  be  parents  6r  children,  mafters 
c»ir>fervai!t6,  magiftrates  or  people,  young^or  old,  to  put 
all  honour  and  relpe£l  upon  this  holy  day ;  to  fan£lify 
k  as  God  required)  and  abfiahi  from  all  worldly  em« 
{daymenta  and  recreations  tipon  ir.  Do^not  grtidge 
yoorvMakei:  his  one  day  of  feven,  bat  be  willJ&g  to  dc^ 
dicate  it  wholly  to  his  worihtp  and  fervice.  O  how  do 
you  think  to-ipend  a  whole  eternity  in  God^ij  hbly  pre- 
ienee^  aod  in  holy  fpiricual  ekercifesi  if  yc^  cannot 
bring  yourfelves  to  fpend  one  day  in  a  week  in  holyt 
"WQiki  Again,  fee  that  fou  be  impartial  in  his  ferv^ce ; 
be  as  willing  to  hear  what  God  faith  to  you'ffom  hi) 
word,  as  you  would  have  God  to  hear  what  you  fay  to 
Urn  in  prayer*  Some  are  ill  for  prayers  as  if  they 
were  only  ro  tell  God  ipt^iat  they  would  hate  from^  him ; 
but  care  not  for  fermons,  or  fbr  hearing  what  God  re-» 
quires  and  expe^ls  from  them:  But,  if  you  would  have 
God  to  hear  yeur  prayers  when  you  fpcak  to  him,  y6u 
muft  diligently  hearken  to  his  word  when  he  fpeaks  to 
you.  It  ts  by  hearing  the  word  upon  the  Lord's  day^ 
that  God  hath  converted  many  thoufands  to  himfelf. 
The  Sabbath  is  a  merciful  inftkution  to  loft  Gnnei^  for 
their  falvation^  and  many  have  been,  and  will  for  ever 
be  thankful  for  ic  :  For  hereby  they  have  been  led  to 
make  proper  ftands  in  life,  and  to  review  their  bypad 
a£lions,  fo  as  to  order  their  xouife  more  wifely  for  the 
time  to  come  $  which  they  had  never  done,  if  th^y  had 
not  been  led  to  a  religious  retirement  on  the  Lord's  day. 
Seeing  this  holy  day  is  fuch  a  blefiing  and  *  privilege 
to  the  world,  let  me  intreat  parents,  mailers,  magidrates^, 
and  all  who  have  power,  to  exert  it  for  promoting  the 
keeping  of  it.  You  are  not  only  to  fanttify  the  Sab- 
bath yourfelresi  but  alfq  you  mult  do  y.aur  urmoft  that 

thofe 


tD  by  die  ijoiid*Su^iP€6  cbaigt  ia  the  MUth  ^cmummni^ 
mbttth  18  r«id>  •*  TbGtt,  ^y  (m,  tijdmx^tb^  tbf 
ierrants,  the  ftranger  witbin  thy  gatee;^  ia«|wft]ii||^ 
thftt  ytm  iK  to  oTe  fom  pvwer  md  Maenbe  «mr  adl 
^irhkia  yoiur  {fates,  to  caMfe  them  i>M0nre  the  ^SlM>ttl^ 
ttiA  teep  tliem  from  M^fonkig  k;  kfl  GM  imipMie 
their  im  to  )K»u,Qi6  loiKli  in  «he  like  «ife,  &r  not  wtmg 
jfiMur  pDwet  to  teftiQiim  dmoL  It  4«  tiot  iti'taed  m  the 
IMH^r  of  fseyfwrs  in  ambofiry,  to  mii/ktt  tall  4bofe  ocfE* 
gtdiM  iobo  are  mndct  theh  j^ivifdii^ffti ;  twit  4t  lOOuM 
pot  them  •ki  a  libeiy  <woy  cff  being  <o,  40  Iceep  dvem 
ftom  fiic>h  things  as  ^Msld  binder  the  rc^ioo  itf  th«t 
^,  aadcaofe  dism  atttfnd  the  wveatis  ^{  iiilUo6ioii( 
ond  «ifo  to  teN  them  ia  ipntaie  of  die  aeft  ond  happi- 
nefa  of  4\e  mmM  to  coanie,  ^ovc^afed  %  Cfarift)  which 
the  ii|bt  keepiBg  of  ihc  Stfbboth  leads  «nrN>.  Tliii 
oojifhttobe  «he  great  c^e  of  puems  oritib  od^ft  to 
their  chikitcn  in  ^wnger  ^ears.  k  is  *oiie  of  the  IM 
dmigs  that  ciiildreii'aire'OapsMe^f,  oamehf)  to  4liftkEH 
guifli  tim  day  Iroan  others :  AAid  flion  «he^  Ihoold  he 
taoght  to  day  afide  itbeir  ifAi$r  ^ays  ^werfions,  even  he* 
fore  they  -are  capable  of  godly  eaenciifes  %  ^nd  thus  they 
aae  grodually  to  be  inured  to  <Sabbaih  tRepiog,  ^  the 
beigtnoing  of  wifdom*  flfais  method  todk  God  toilitio* 
d^ace  iroligion  tiito  fihe  worM :  it  was  his  firft  ftppoiBt- 
ment  tnA  mftitittkm,  «o  rtk  an  «l&  fevemh  day,  and  to 
fanAify  it.  Gen.  ti>i  3.  as  if  be  defignodthb  to  be  the 
foundation  and  beginning  of  all  n8l4gton.  Let  all  heode 
of  fainiites  follow  this  great  example, 

likewife,  we  fee  God  vequives  maflerstotdbe  tart 
ffhat  their  feraints,  and  all  w^ithin  tteir  gateo»-heepthe 
SaUMth :  And,  indeed,  it  is  highly  their  jatertift  ond 
wijUoM  to  do  h  $  foqr>  if  yoa  becavefvl  that  your  fer* 
t^M$  do  their  dutytD God, Ood Witt tofeetcateihityoor 
ienrantsdo  their  doty  to  you»  la  lake  tnannor,  the 
Givrl  ^ttlaf;iftratea^  who  2R-&<he  lathers  of  oiiies  aad  Aate8» 
ftould  ufe  thekr  power  over  all  within  Aeir  gates  'Cr 
jo^if<^ion,  to  cauffe  them  obferve  God'a  holy  doy« 
We  fee  Nefaelniah  threatened  bodily  pimi(hmem«n  the 
men  of  Tyre  for  breaking  of  the  Sftbbothi  Meh.  ciii.  2 1. 

Aod 


'  und  Sh^firi^i  ef&rist^  s^s 


2,  T]»e  &pftV]»eiiftr^d,  w«  Mtlttii^'waiit 
But  Chrift  the  JUord  our  gue$  : 

:.  Thy.  pfffmce  grant  to  bungry  iimls, 
And  we'll  begin  the  ittSL 

3  Thy  prcfencc  would  Aipply  each  want 

On  a  communion  day  : 
I  Communion  with  tbyfelf  us  jgrantp 
Thy  grace  and  pow'r  dtfplay. 

4  O  make  us  witneffes  to  (hew 

The  virtue  of  thy  blood. 
That  it*  gives  peace,  and  makes  us  cry, 

**  My  King,  my  Lord  and  God/* 
^  Under  thy  crofs  with  great  delight,    . 

Lord,  make  us  down  to -fit; 
Fo^  weary  travellers  to  reft 

Let*s  find  this  fhade  moft  fit*. 

6  Let's  here  pofiefs  thy  love,  and  woendt 

In  oat  hearts  make  abode  t 
No  BQufic  hath  fach  charnung  founds 
<«    'A^thefe  two  words,  .Mt  GoOk 

7  Pardon  K)f  i}n,  and  peace  thro'  Uood, 

Do  inake  a  glorious  feafi : 
This  food  is  entertainment  IWeet, 
,     Which  angels  ne*er  did  tafte. 

8  Yet  of  this  royal  coftly  cheer 

Poor  fioful  men  partake  j 
It  was  for  Adam's  race  alone  . 
God  did  this  banquet  make, 

9  Communion  fweet  is  thro'  the  Lamb  ; 

To  him  be  glory  giv'n 
'  By  all  that  dwell  upon  the  earth. 
And  all  the  hofts  of  heaven. 

HYMN    XXVIIL 

7hefree  Gosp£l*Cai.l« 

I  COME,  guilty  fouls,  and  flee  away 
Like  dotes  to  Jefu's  wounds  : 
Your  lot  falls  in  the  gofpel-day, 
Wherein  free  grace  abounds. 
Q,  How  joyful  is  the  found  you  hear  ; 
To  you  men  Chrift  doth  call, 
Coiae  to  me  with  your  loadr  of  fin, 

And  I  will  cafe  yoii  all. 
Vol.  IV.  3  Y 
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3  I  do  not  faj,  '*  Depart  fiom  me 

Into  eternal  fire  j" 
But  kindly  bid  you  to  my  wounds. 
Where  troubled  fouls  retire.  .. 

4  Come  to  the  balm  \  behold  the  J[.amb, 

Which  for  your  fins  was  flain  ; 
Come  flocking  to  my  healing  bloody 
Which  eafes  fouls  of  pain. 

5  No  more  rcfifl  my  preffing  calls, 

Your  fouls  to  me  up-givc  ; 
O  dying  men,  my  voice  regard. 
And  you  (hall  ev^r  live. 

6  O  rebels  to  my  fceptre  bow. 

Your  weapons  caft  away  j 
Come  to  me  in  this,  day  of  grace; 
And  make  no  more  delay. 

7  For,  lo  !  the  flaming  fword  is  drawn^ 

And  fhaken  o'er  your  head  : 
If  divine  Juftice  be  provok'd,  • 

The  blow  will  ftiike  you  dead. 

8  Comply  then  with  my  Spirit^s  work, 

In, your  hearts  give  me  room  : 
In  flraits  you'll  find  me  flill  a  friend^ 
I'll  bring  you  fafely  home. 

HYMN    XXIX. 
Fitne/sjbr  the  Gospel- FeAst. 

1  WILL  God  let  worms  approach  to  him^ 

Heav*n^s  manna  for  to  tafl,e  ^ 
Yea,  call  a  piece  of  duil  and  fin 
To  fit  at  Jcfu's  feafl  ? 

2  Come,  holy,  holy,  holy  Lord, 

Who  lovM  us  when  undone  j 
Come,  thou  united  myflic  Three, 
Unite  us  all  in  One. 

3  Come,  Prince  of  love  and  peace,  with  powV 

Our  grudges  all  remove  j 
Come  join  our  hearts,  and  make  us  fit 
To  keep  the  icafl  of  love. 

4  Let  charity  our  hearts  poiTefs  ^ 

O  (hed  thy  love  abroad  ; 
And  may  we  Jefus  all  embrace 
As  our  own  Lord  and  God. 

Let 
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5  Let  Jefu's  friends  with  huv  ft  fcek, 

His  table  compafs  roun  * 
Partake  his  food,  adtnite  *  hring  n^e  hpme  J 
That  fprings  from  ev*  triend  : 

6  O  Let  the  flinty  ftabbc;  thy  face,  ; 

Which  threat'nings  vnd. 
Be  broken,  meltjed,  a 

By  Jefu^s  bleedinp  M  N  .  XXXII. 

'  rr.        •  T         MOURNING  PENITENT. 

To  give  my  Lor- 
Help  me  to  2A  andnent  I  refled 
And  not  by  cor  y  • 

8  Let  vvorldly  clogs^lack  and  flainM 
When  I  to  Chrvcnts  fail. 
Let  faith's  wings    was  conceived 
And  to  his  wodrew  breath, 
;xpos'd  unto 
fecond  death. 
_    fc  fin  doth  corrqpty 
^"^y  heart  as  ftone  5 

1  CHRIST'S  flefti:ht  God's  remedy  : 

That  ever  was  /mone. 
.  Is  fet  before  the  n^  thund'ring  voice 
Yet  few  it  do  rcgaing  mount, 

2  Shall  ftarving  fouls  flig^k  God's  laws,    • 

Made  re^dy  at  fuch  col  fccount ! 
And  chufe  to  feed  on  fwiniih^luliny  foul, 
Until  their  fouls  be  loft  ?  •        «. 

3  Here  bread  of  life,  which  doth  exec. 

The  manna  of  the  Jews :  :     "        . 

Our  bread  is  Chrift,  fubftantial  fopd  ! 
Theirs  but  this«  fubftance  (hews. 

4  Th_eir  manna  caitie  but  from  the  clouds, 

Ours  comes  from  heavens  high  : 
Who  ate  their  manna  now  are  dead. 
Who  ate  ours  live  for  ay. 

5  "  Lord,  evermore  give  us  this  bread,'* 

Give  daily  new  fupply  j 
Give  faith  to  eat,  that  we  may  live. 

And  may  not  faithle^  die.  «^ 

6  With  heav'nly  manna  fent  by  God 

Let  hungry  fouls  be  fed,  .    . 

Since  richly  is  thy  table  ftor'd 
With  this  immortal  bread. 

3  Y  2  7'  For 
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3  I  do  not  fay,  "  D<?part  Enough 

Into  eternal  fire  j" 
But  kindly  bid  you  to  my  Wj  ,j  qq^c 
Where  troubled  fouls  retir% 

4  Come  to  the  balm  i  behold  thi    f^^|j^ 

Which  for  your  fins  was  flair 
Come  flocking  to  my  healing  bli^y^ 
Which  eafes  fouls  of  pain, 

5  No  more  refift  my  prcflTing  calls,  ^^ 

Your  fouls  to  me  up-givc  ; 
O  dying  men,  my  voice  regard,     ^^  ^^  . 
And  you  (hail  ever  live. 

6  O  rebels  to  my  fccptre  bow. 

Your  weapons  caft  away  j  j^ 

Come  to  me  in  this,  day  of  grace, 

And  make  no  more  delay.  ^rievous^ 

^  For,  lo  !  the  flaming  fword  is  drawi:,|j^g . 
And  ftiaken  o'er  your  head  : 
If  divine  Jufticc  be  provoked, 
The  blow  will  ftrifee  you  dead. 
8  Comply  then  with  my  Spirit's  work^^^ 
In, your  hearts  give  me  room  ; 
In  ftraits  you'll  find  me  Hill  a  fricn^' 
I'll  bring  you  fafely  home.     ^^^      • 

HYMN    -i?'^~"»«» 

Fitne/sf^dd't  look  op, 
return* 

1  WILL  God  let  Vj^fg  complain 

HeavVsmaPjl^alt^elayon; 
Yea.  call  a  P^hiding  of  thy  face 
^°  ^iSJi  think  upon. 

2  Comj^  ^jjen  ^^^^^  {m\\%  I  conquer  fin  j 

I  then  get  ev'ry  thought. 
And  all  that's  oppofite  to  th^e, 
Into  fubje6lion  brought. 

6  But,  when  thou  hid'fl:,  I  lofe  my  flrengtli ) 

Like  Samfon  when  betray 'd, 
My  locks  are  cut,  my  heart  is  faint, 
My  faith  and  hope  are  dead. 

7  If  clouds  remain,  PU  wander  far 

Out  of  the  king's  high- way  j 

If 
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If  Cbrifl  his  loll  fheep  do  not  feek, 
^Still  farther  will  I  ftray. 
8  Good  Shepherd,  feek  and  bring  m^  home  3 
Thou  art  the  finner^s  friend  : 
Reftore  the  (htnings  of  thy  face^  < 

Let  me  no  more  offend. 

"HYMN.  XXXII. 

The  Mourning  Pi^nitent. 

1  WITH  low  abafement  I  reflea 

.On  my  original  ^  • 

I  fee  my  nature  black  and  flainM 
By  my  firfl  parents  fall. 

2  In  (in  and  guilt  I  was  conceivM 

Before  I  fiifft  drew  breath. 
And  early  was  exposM  unto 
Both  firfl  and  fecond  death. 

3  My  heart  and  life  fin  doth  corriipty 

Yea,  makes  my  heart  as  ilone  ^ 
It  makes  me  flight  God's  remedy  : 
My  folly  I  bemone. 

4  How  awful  is  t-he  thund'rlng  voice 

From  Sinai's  flaming  mount, 
To  criminals  who  break  God's  laws,   '  *- 

Of  crimes  here's  your  account ! 

5  With  trembling  this  would  611  my  foul, 

And  even  flrike  me  dead. 
Did  I  not  fee  on  Zion.  mount 
The  Lamb  for  fin  that  bled. 

6  A  finner  I,  thro'  Adam's  fall, 

Have  loft  my  way  to  hlifs  ; 
When  God  a  new  way  doth  reveal, 
Forbid  this  way  I  mifs. 

7  Unto  this  way  I  mourning  look. 

No  other  help  I  know  : 
If  thou  declineft  hfilping  me, 
O  whither  fhalflr  go  ?         . 

8  Thy  word  faith,  Ifhould  not  defpond. 

But  plead  and  keep  in  mind 
The  blood  and  bowels  of  the  Lamb, 
Who  is  loft  mankind's  friendt 

HYMN 
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HYMN   XXXIIL 

•     7be  Penitent  Sinner'i  H6pe^ 

1  IN  Jcfu's  name  a  penitent 

Doth  at  God's  footilool  ly  j 
My  (ins  I  do  confefs  and  mourn  ^ 
And  for  free  mercy  cry. 

2  Chrifl  bids  me  ajk^  2LnA/eek,  and  hnock^ 

And  promiTeih  VWJind  i 
Thus  I  feek  pardon  and  relief  \ 
Lord,  eafe  my  grieved  mind. 

3  Chrift^s  blood  and  merit  is  alone 

The  ground  on  which  I  plead 
With  God,  that  I  may  mercy  find 
In  this  my  time  of  need.   ^ 

4  The  do^^rine  of  free  grace  I  plead. 

Which  thy  dear  gofpel  founds, 
And  tender  loye  to  penitents 
That  flows  from  Jefu's  wounds. 

5  Since  Chrift  our  iiirety  paid  the  debt^ 

That  fouls  condemned  might  live  ^ 
With  honour  to  thy  juiHce  now. 
Great  fins  thou  cahft  forgive. 

6  Where  (hould*  I  go  with  all  my  fins 

£ut  to  Redeeming  blood  ?  .s  . 
Thoufands  have,  try M  it,  anid  afe  waftiM  \ 
The  fountain's  large  and  good* 

7  I  plead  thy  blood,  and  ancientrlove  y   ' 

I  humbly  own  my  guilt : 
Was  it  not  for  fuch  Graying  ffaeep 

The  Shepherd's  blood  was  fpilt  ^    .  ' 

8  That  trembling  v^omaa  in  diHrcfs 

To  Chriii  was  fearM  to  come  ^ 
She  touch'd  his  henx>  he  heid'd  her  foon. 
And  fent  her  joyful  home. 

HYMN    Xxftv. 

Thanksgiving  to  God  the  ]^ather. 

I  PRAISE  to  the  FathcrV  love,  that  gave 
His  dear  and  only  Son 

To 
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To  be  our  pricft  and  facrificci 
For  our  fins  to  atppe. 
Hallelujah^  Hallelujah^ 
Hallelujah f  Amen* 
6  Thou  gav'ft  thy  Son  and  Spirit  both 
To  free  us  from  all  fears  : 
Diflolve  our  hearts  in  thankfulnefs. 
Melt  down  our  eyes  in  t^ars.  . 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

3  But  drops  of  tears  can  neVr  repay 

The  debt  of  love  we  owe  : 
Our  whole  felves  then  we  give  to  thee  \ 
There's  no  more  we  can  do. 
Hallelujah^  &C. 

4  We  praife  thee,  Son,  who  in  our  room 

Was  willing  to  be  {lain  j 
We  praife  thee,  Spirit,  who  applies 
His  blood  to  fallen  men* 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

5  Slain  beads  for  fin  could  not  aton^  : 

Such  offerings  had  been  vain. 
Had  not  the  Father  p^iv^n  his  Lamb 
For  finners  to  be  flain. 
Hallelujah y  &c. 

6  This  facrifice,  more  precious 

Thajn  all  created  things, 
To  men  eternal  happinefs 
In  foul  and  body  brings. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
^  Father,  thy  love  me  overwhelms^* 
What  love  like  thine  fo  free. 
That  thou  haft  not  withheld  thy  Son, 
Thine  only  Son,  from  me  ! 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

8  When  men  rejoice  in  earthly  things, 

And  fing  of  things  of  nought, 
1*11  fing  of  thy  redeeming  love, 
And  wonders  thtu  haft  wrought. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

9  Father,  to  thee  eternally 

Our  grateful  fongs  we'll  raife  j 
But  O  !  eternity's  too;  fhort 
To  (hew  forth  all  thy  praife. 

Hallelujahy  Hallelujah^ 

Hallelujah,  Amen.  HYMN 


HYMN  XXXV. 

The  amazing  Love  of  C^^isr* 

1  AMAZING  love  !  that  made  G«d's  Son 

So  willingly  confent 
For  worms,  yea,  foes  and  rebels  bafe> 
To  bear  their  punifhrnent*  - 

2  Love  made  him  lay  afide  his  crown 

And  robes  of  majefty, 
And  like  a  fervant  to  ccme  down 
To  bear  the  crofs,  and  die. 

3  Love  brought  him  down  for  worms  to  die. 

Love  laid  him  in  a  tomb ; 
Love  brings  him  down  a  fecond  timey 
To  lead  his  people  home. 

4  When  devils  rag VI,  he  then  engagM 

To  combat  all  hell's  powV«  j    ^ 
He  them  defy'd,  when  that  he  dyM 
To  fave  us  from  hell's  (howVs. 

5  When  heaven  and  hell  both  on  him  fell 

Our  fouls  he  fail  did  hold } 
His  life  gave  up*  the  flood  to  flop, 
And  bring  us  to  his  fold. 

6  Love  made  him  on  the  crofs  to  bleed^ 

And  fall  our  facrifice  5.  ^'    *■ 

Love  made  the  tree  him  brought  to  duft 
Raife  men  unto  the  ikies. 

7  Chriit  fuffer'd  :  why  ?  he's  pleas-d  to  fee 

Poor  ilraying  iheep  brought  home,^  "^ 

And  unbelieving  fouls  allur'd  ' 
Into  his  wounds  to  come. 
8*  Hence  he  declares  none  perifh  ihall 
Who  in  him  do  believe  ; 
Their  iins  he'll  pardon,  and  them  take 
To  heav'n  with  him  to  live.   ^ 
9  All  things  to  me  are  dung  and  drofs 
But  Jefus  crucify 'd  5 
Under  the  fhadow  of  his  crofs      " 
I'll  iit  down  and  abide. 

HYMN   XXXVL 

^  Hymn  /o  the  Holy  Ghost. 

I  LORD,  fend  thy  Spirit  down  to  us, 

Chrift's  purchafc  to  apply  ;  HcTl 


fie*ll  caufe  us  fee  our  fall  and  help^  ^ 

And  unto  Jefus  fly. 
Si  Thou,  who  at  PentfcccCft  didft  feud 

Hcav'n's  wind  to  fiH  the  place  , 

"Where  thy  ap<rfU*8  met  for  pray'r, 
Grant  us  part  of  that  grape  5 

3  That' gladly  we,  like  them»  may  foaad 

The  wondrous  workf  of  God. 
And  ftiew  the  mighty  pow'r  and  fruits 
Of  Jcfu's  precious  blood* 

4  Come,  Holy  Ghoil,  thou  heavenly  Dovt 

Defcending  from  above, 
Renew  our  fouls,  and  €11  our  hearts 
s  With  precious  faith  and  love. 

5  We  are  thy  workmanfhip  5  but  fin 

Hath  evVy  thing  mifplac'd  j 
Come  o^er  thy  handy-work  again  ^ 
Thy  image  is  defacM. 

6  Create  in  us  all  things  anew, 

C2ivXt  old  things  ^afs  away; 
Our  corrupt  habits  quite  fubdue^ 

Sin  weaken  ev'ry  day.         ^       , 
-^  Let  David's  house  in  us  groihr  flrong 

But  weak  the  houfe  of  Saul  ^  ; 

Let  fatan's  holds  and  all  our  lufts 

Before  God's  Spirit  fall* 
8  O  kindly  guide  poor  travellers 

Into  the  paths  of  peace, 
«    And  bring  us  to  our  Father's  house^ 

Where  fins  and  forrows  ceafe: 

HYMN   XXXVIL 

The  Ba/m  of  CEKisth  Blood, 

1   CHRIST'S  blood,  that  univei;fal  balm 
Which  thoufands  long  have  try'd. 
Doth  quicken,  foften^  cleanfe  and  heal> 
Whcre-c'er  it  is  apply'd. 
^  This  fov'reign  blood  doth'  purge  out  fin^ 
And  doth  allay  our  fears  j 
It  gives  us  light  and  ilrength  within, 
And  dries  up  hurtful  tears^ 
3  By  this  blood,  hjsU  its  prey  hath  loft, 
Juftice  is  fatisfy'd  j 
Voi-»  IV.  3  Z  Now 
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Now  willinjr  fouls  may  be  forgit*o 
Since  jefus  bled  tnd  djM. 

4  No  blood  like  this  was  ever  feed, 

For  heav'n  it  makes  us  meet  5       ,  ' 

Mens  hearts  it  draws,  and  pleads  their  cauCs : 
No  voice  like  ixU  fo  fweet. 

5  Abel's  (bed  blood  did  vengeance  cry : 

But  Chrift  cryM,  Mercy  (hew  5 
Them  pity,  **  Father,  and  forgive  5 
•*  They  know  not  what  they  do.'» 

6  What  love  is  this,  that  God  (hould  ftoop 

In  human  flefli  to  dwells 
And  fhed  his  blood  for  enemies, 
To  keep  them  out  of  hell  I 

7  Great  love  it  was  for  God  to  bleed 

'  For  rebels  doom'd  to  death  j;' 
But  more  to  fuffer  hell,  to  fave 
Them  from  eternal  wrath. 

8  O  let  this  divine  blood  of  thine 

My  hard  heart  overflow  : 
This  blefliDg  grant,  though  earthly  gifts 

Thou  ihouldft  no  more  beftow. 
6  In  my  faith's  arms  I  take  the  Lamb, 

As  ofFer'd  unto  me  : 
His  precious  blood  I  do  apply. 

Me  from  all  guilt  to  free. 

HYMN   XXXVIIL' 

Shew  forth  Christ's  Death* 

t  SINCE  our  Redeemer  faith,  Do  this  ; 
This  we  will  always  </o  ; 
Till  Chrift  to  us  retutn  again, 
Thus  we  his  death  will  (hew. 

2  How  fweet  and  welcome  to  our  fouls 

Is  Chrift's  dear  feart  of  love  ! 
Tho'  it  be  no  more  but  a  tafte 
Of  that  great  feaft  above. 

3  Thy  flefti,  Lord,  is  the  fwecteft  food^ 

Thy  blood  is  drink  divine  j 
Thy  purcbasM  fruits  are  the  bell:  fare 
On  which  thou  mak'ft  us  dine. 
'    4  Pardon  of  fm,  and  peace  with  God^ 
Do  make  a  noble  feaft  ) 


Coftly 
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Coftly  to  Chrift,  tho»  free  to  us : 
Moft  fil^rcetly  do  they  tafte. 

5  Here  we  fet  forth  our  fuff'ring  Lordi 

As  bleeding  unto  death  ^ ' 

Likewife  the  forrows  of  hb  foul, 

When  lying  under  wrath : 

6  The  nails  which  piercM  his  hands  and  feet. 

Which  caufed  jlreai^s  of  blood  y 
The  thorns  which  crownMd  his  bleffcd  head. 
And  fweird  the  crlmfoh  flood 
5  Since  Chrift  requires  us  for  to  (hew 
His  love  to  us  when  loft, 
What  wounds,  and  blood,  and'  agonies. 
To  fave  us,  it  did  coft  j. 
8  Thus  we  review  thy  death  for  us, 
O  Lamb,  for  finners  (lain  : 
We  praife  thy  love,  and  reft  'upon 
The  merit  of  thy  pain. 

HYMNXXXIX.^ 

7be  Believer* s  Work  at  the  Holy  Supper. 

I  PLL  fit  beneath  ImmanuePs  crofs. 
Under  thefc  (how'rs  of  blood  : 
On  my  hard  heart  caufe  drops  to  light 
From  thy  wounds,  O  my  God. 
S  My  Lord  I  fee  naiPd  to  the  tree, 
And  dying  for  my  ftn  ; 
Thy  fide  wide  open'd  with  a  fpear. 
To  lodge  my  foul  therein. 

3  I  kifs  the  nail-holes  in  thy  hands, 

And  fide  the  fpear  did  pierce : 
I  (helter  here,  this  cave  me  hides 
When  ftorms  blow  (harp  and  fierce* 

4  My  heart  doth  bleed,  my  eyes  do  drop, 

When  1  thy  anguifii  fee. 
And  think  thefe  bruifes  fore  and  pangs 
"Were  all  deferv'd  by  me.  ^ 

5  I  fee  my  fins  preparM  the  crofs. 

The  thorns,  the  nails,  and  fpear. 
Which  toreihy  ftefti  :  they  made  thy  foul 
The  pains  of  hell  to  bear. 

6  In  thy  wounds  I  fin^s  ill  do  fee  \ 

Jn  fin  Pll  not  proceed, 

3  Z  2  No 
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No  mote  abufc  thy  lore,  nor  make: 
Thy  'wounds  afrclh  to  bleed 

7  I  mourn,  and  hate  my  cruel  fin«, 

Which  plercM  my  Lord  to  death  5 
Thefe  murderers  (hall  find  no  more 
Place  in  my  foul  to  breathci 

8  Awake,  my  foul,  with  all  thy  powers 

Join  with  the  hofts  above. 
To  celebrate  forgiving  grace, 
And  praife  redeeming  love. 

HYMN   XL. 

Sweet  truUs  of  Christ's  Sufferings* 

I  THY  gofpel,  Lord,  holds  forth  thy  lovo 
In  fweet  and  melting  founds. 
And  us  a  fov'reign  balm  prefents 
From  Jcfu's  bleeding  wounds. 
%  It  is  thy  pain  that  giveth  eafe 

To  my  difcafed  foul  | 
.  >yhen  I  am  full  of  pains  and  wounds. 
Thy  ftripcs  do  make  mc  whole. 

3  Thy  cries  bring  anfwers  tamy  piayer's, 

Thy  wounds  are  my  refuge  j 
Thy  blood  doth  wafh  ^y  crimibn  guilt, 
And  favc  f#om  wrath's  deluge. 

4  Thy  crofs  doth  bring  mc  nigh  to  God,  i 

And  doth  his  wrath  appeafe  \ 
Thy  blood  brings  pardon  for  my  guilt, 
And  gives  my  confcience  eafe. 

5  Thy  death  hath  purchasM  life  to  me  \ 

Thy  grave  hides  all  my  fin „ 
And  all  the  curfes  of  the  law  : 
Which  yields  great  peace  within, 

6  Vaft  fums  of  debt  for  us  thou  paid 

With  thy  own  dear  heart's  blood. 
And  calls  us  to  be  pure  and  white, 
!Ry  wafhing  in  this  flood. 

7  This  is  our  loving  Ranfomer, 

Who  our  whole  curfe  endur'd  ; 
And,  haying  paid  our  dreadful  debt,.'^  ^ 
Our  rooms  in  hcav'n  fecurM.  •  t 

8  To  him  that  lovM  us  unto  death 

All  honour  we  will  giv^ ; 


He 
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He  fixed  his  blood  oar  foals  to  -waih :    . 
Well  to  his  glory  live. 

HYMN   XLL 

The  believing  Sbul^s  Feqfl. 

X  HERE  faith  may  fpy  our  Saviour^s  flelh, 
Upon  the  table  iy  : 
Salvation  flow  in  11  reams  of  blood , 
To  drive  our  fibs  away. 
%  Grant,  Lord,  thy  prefence  at  this  fcafl, 
And  make  it  a  good  day : 
Give  to  each  gueft  what  thou  feefl  bed  \ 
Empty  fend  none  away. 

3  To  thee  we  look  for  living  bread  : 

We  languifh  and  are  faint ; 
If  fading  thou  (halt  us  difmifs. 
Our  fouls  will  die  for  want. 

4  Thy  heavenly  manna,  Lord,  rain  down 

Our  fp'ritual  flrength  repair  ;  , . 
Give  food,  till  we  fliall  get  above^ 
And  feafl  with  Jefus  there. 

5  While  in  this  defert  we  fojourn,  ,    . 

Send  us  grace  from  above  \ 
Our  fouls  refrefh,  our  faith  increafe. 
And  warm  our  hearts  with  love. 

6  Thine  ordjpancey  Lor4>  couiiteoance  \ 

Shew  us  thy  fmiling  face ; 
Caufe  flreams  of  living  waters  flow  , . 
In  channels  of  thy  grace.  r; 

7  Thy  people.  Lord,  lament  for  thee  «,. 

O  comfort  them  that  mourn; 
Meet  with  them  as  in  formej:  days. 
To  gofpel-feafts  return. 

8  Charge  not  on  us  our  former  fins  y  , 

Let  all  thine  anger  ceafe  : 
Look  to  the  ^ofs  on  Calvary,     ; 
And  bid  us  go  in  peace* 

HYMN  XUL 

Thanksgiving  after  a  Gospel-Feast* 

I  I  BLESS  God  for  the  food  he  gave 
To  me  a  worm  to  eat. 

And 
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And  tliat  himfelf  did  condefcend 
To  fit  with  me  at  meat* 
Hailehjah,  Hallelujah^ 
Hallelujah^  '^men, 

2  He  made  me  fhare  immortal  cheer. 

And  fweetly  tafte  his  grace  5 
My  hungry  foul  he  did  refrefh^ 
And  loofe  my  tongue  to  praife.- 
Hollelujohy  &c. 

3  "  "What  (hall  1  render  to  my  God 

For  all  his  gifts  to  me,"    .. 
And  for  this  gift  unfpeakabky 
His  Son  for  me  to  die  ? 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

4  He  from  his  fulneft  did  me  feaft  ■ 

With  riches  of  his  grace  5 
He  took  me  in  his  loving  arms, 
And  (liewM  his  fmiling  face. 
Halle lujahy  &c. 

5  My  heart  when  faint  he  did  fupport^ 

Difpeird  my  guilty  fears  : 
He  fet  my  feet  upon  the  rock. 
And  wip'd  away  my  tears. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

6  His  pardoning  voice  makes  me  to  ling. 

And  doth  inflame  my  lovc'i 
His  fpirit  lifts'my  thoughts  from  earth 
Unto  the  things  above •' 
Hallelujah^  &C.  ; 

7  I  praife  thy  name,'  who  pity*d  me, 

PoiTeft  my  h^art  as  thiiie, 
Rcftor'd  me  thy  falvAti<>nV  joy, 

Fill'd  me  with  lovc  divine.       ^  i 

Hallelujah,  &c, 

8  In  heaven  thy  faints  fead  on  thy  I0V6, 

Where  living  ftreams  do  flow  5  • 

They  praife  their  Head  in  hymns. abovei 
And  we  in  hymns  below. 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah,  .4men%        -      •     - 

HYMN 
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HYMN    Xtlir. 

Suitable  Walking  after  aGoffelSeaft. 

1  TO  Chrift  we  now dev6t«d  are,      ..    :  !       ..  .   i 

By  folcmn  oath  we're  tbine ;  - 

Give  grace  and  ftrcag^h  now  to  obey      .. 

And  lore  thy  law  divine.   .  \ 

2  Since  for  us  thou  haft  bled  and  dy'd^ 

To  thee  our  all  we  give ;  ^ 

And  for  our  fins  haft  fiiti«fy'd^ 
To  thee  we'll  only  Uve. 

3  Help  us  to  grow  in  faith  and  zeal. 

And  thrive  in  every  grace  j 
And  let  Chrift's.  lovci  conftfain  us  ftill 
To  run  our  Chriftian  race. 

4  O  let  us  walk  with  tendernefs. 

And  with  humility : 
Lord,  break  the  power  of  unbelief. 
Our  heart  fins  mortify. 

5  We'll  make  them  our  familiars. 

Who  our  dear  Lamb  do  love. 
We'll  travel  in  their  company, 
Who  feck  the  land  above. 

6  But  looTe  companions  we  will  flee, 

Who  would  lead  us  aftray  i  . 
To  finful  thoughts  and  tempting  fnares 
.  We  will  no  more  give  way. 
*J  May  I  the  Lamb  now  imitate,  -  r 

And  in  his  footfteps  tread. 
And  ftill  grow  in  conformity 
To  my  exalted  Head. 

8  Lord,  give  more  faith^  more  love  and  hope. 

That  I  may  live  to  thee. 
And  by  my  converfation  (hew 
The  Lamb  bath  dy'd  for  me. 

9  Thou  meeteft  them  who  do  rejoice 

In  thy  fweet  ways  to  go. 
Who  would  their  days  fpend  to  thy  praife      - 
While  they  are  here  below. 

-    HYMN 
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ti% M N    XLIV. 

^.einvff  Prfmitive  Cbrifiianitj^* '. 

I  BLEST  Spirit  come  with  mighty  poirV| 
And  melt  men's  hetmin  teacs^  ; 
Thy  work  revive  throughout  the  lands 
In  thefe  declining  years.  :■..'■ 
%  Let  yet  God's  ordinance  be  lov*d, 
Chrifl's  dying  words  thought  on  ; 
Let  cold  and  carelefs  fouls  be  mov'd 
To  honour  God's  dear  Son, 

3  When  the  firft  faints  oft  broke  thy  bread 

With  love  and  life  divine, 
They  drank  the  fpirit  of  their  Head, 
As  well's  their  facred  wine. 

4  Their  meek  and  pure  lives  did  proclaim^  / 

They  liv'd  and  walk'd  with  God  : 
To  aliens  they  endear'd  the  Lamb,- 
And  fpread  his  fame  abroad. 

5  Their  zealous  hearts  would  nothing  know 

But  Jefus  crucify'd  j 
Him  they  confeG'd  while  here  below, 
And  martyrs  for  him  dy'd     . 

6  Their  love  to  Jefus  was  fo  flrong. 

All  tortures  they  endur'd ; 
While  they  the  (lain  Lamb  made  their  Ibngi 
Thus  flrangers  they  allur'd. 

7  O  Where's  that  ancient  holy  flame 

That  in  their  hearts  abode, 
Which  made  them  witnefs  for  the  Lamb^ 
And  fuflFer  for  their  God  ? 

8  O  God,  {end  fhow'rs  of  grace,  and  caufa 

Men's  backward  wills  to  yield. 
And  turn  us  from  a  wildcrnefs 
Unto  a  fruitful  field. 

9  Caufe  numbers  flee  to  Jefu's  wounds^ 

Convince  them  there  is  room  > 
Rebels  fubdue,  reign  in  their  (buls  ; 
O  let  thy  kingdom  come* 

HYMN 
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HYMN   XLV. 
Revenge  the  Death,  pfClOiiiT  i^n  Sin. 

QUESTION.  , 

1  O  HARMLESS  undcfijed  Lamb,       ;  v 

What  causM  thy  Wounds  and  pain  ? 
Thou  kncw'ft  no  fin,  thou  did'ft  no  wrong  j 
What  caused  thee  to  be  flain  ? 
ANSWER. 

2  "  Of  all  my  wounds  and  anguiih  fore, 

My  preffurcR  and  complaims, 

And  of  m>  racking  bloody  death. 

Your  fins  were  inftruraents. 

3  To  you  thefe  bitter  painis  belong^,' 

On  you  they  would  been  laid  j 
But  loTc  to  you  made  me  them  bear, 
That  God's  wrath  might  be  flay»d.'' 

4  O  monftrous  fin,  thou  murderer ! 

Can  I  be  rcconcil'd 
To  fiiffcr  thee  to  lodge  with  me  ?  _  ,-   ^ 

No  more  to  this  I'll  yield.  **    , 

5  I  bitterly  bewail  my  fins, 

"^bich  gave  my  Saviour  pain  ; 
I  them  abhor,  and  caft  to  door  j 
They  (hall  no  more  remain. 

6  I'll  fin  purfiie  the  Lamb  that  flew  j 

All  lufts  ril  crucifie. 
By  nailing  them  to  Jefu's  crofs,     ; 
Till  they  expire  and  die. 

7  Subdue  my  heart,  O  mighty  king  j 

Let  no  corruptipn  live  : 
iGn  paflion,  pride,,  and  all  thy  foes. 

Let  none  of  them  furvive. 
S  Tear  up  the  roots  of  inbred  fin, 

And  let  it  rage  no  more  ^ 
AJl  fatan's  plenifhing  break  down, 

And  turn  it  to  the  door. 

HYMN   XLVf. 

Tie  Complaints  offerious  Souls • 

I  WHEN  doubts  and  fears  opprcfs  my  foul, 
In  Chrid's  arms  let  me  fall  ^ 
Vol.  VL  4  A  .  For 
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Tot  be^  my  ftreD£;th  and  rigkeoufnieis^ 
My  Surety,  and  my  All* 

2  Allow  me.  Lord,  to  fall  and  ly 

At  thy  deaf  fieiccii  lect. 

To  fpread  out  my  complaints  and  g^ie^,, 
And  tafte  thy  mercy  fweet. 

3  With  (hame  and  grief  I  dobeWail     .    . 

That  my  heart  is  not  foft» 
For  all  the  wounds  my  iins  gave  ChriflfL 
Which  made  him  bleed  fo  oft. 

4  Alas !  1  oft  turn  cold  and  dead. 

And  backward  to  obey  ^ 
Yea»  (low  to  praife  the  Lamb  of  God» 
And  negligent  to  pray, 

5  Backfliding  hearts,  thou  feed  we  haye» 

Which  wander  and  grow  cold  : 
Lord,  bring  again  thy  ftraying  (keep 
Into  thy  happy  foW. 

6  Whatever  crofs  thou  lay'ft  On  us, 

Give  ftrength  to  bear  the  load  ^ 
Let  It  be  pain  or  poverty, 
.    We'll  not  rcfufe  the  rod. 

7  But,  Lord,  we  dread  inward  decays 

Of  love  and  holinefs  i 
From  thcfe  our  fouls  relieve  and  keep. 
And  with  thy  prefcnce  blefs. 

8  My  Lord^  betwixt  my  foul  and  thee 

The  breaches  all  make  up  : 
No  cold  nor  drynefs  let  there  be  j  .  -    . 

Withhold  this  bitter  cup. 

9  Let  Jefu's  blood  bring  mountaiivs  down^ 

And  diilance  all  remove  :  .  ^ 

Make  me,  like  Enoch,  walk  with  God,' 

And  fpend  my  time  in  love.  j 

N.B.  I adverti/e  now  {as  I  did  before  the  13th  Hymn) 
thai  the  fourteen  following  Hymns  are  compofed  in  difi- 
ferent  Meafures,    See  the  Rea/on  given  b^re* . 

HYMN  XLVIL 

Tbe  Repenting  Pkouigal. 

I  FATHER,  behold,  thy  fon, 
A  wandVing  prodigal, 

By  I 
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By  fin  and  folly  q«te  undone,  '":  - 
Now  at  thy  feet  dotSh  ftH.  '  V* ' 

2  AfliamM  of  itU  my  ways. 
My  wanderings  1  bonfds  J 

I  ftt  great  need  of  Jrfa's  bl6od. 
And  his  pure  righteoufneis*'' 

3  Open  thine  arms  to  me, 

And  take  this  wandVcr'  home  t     -  * 
By  gofpel-ofert  Via  affnr*d. 

Thro'  Chrifl  to  me  Acre's  tobth. 

4  I  felf-condemn^d  ly  ; 

O  hear  Jhy  huttthle  jpray'r  :  ' 
Thou  feed 'ft  tlie  raYcn^  Vhen  flrty  try, 
Soul-food  for  me  fjrepare. 

5  Father  of  mercies,  heiU*  ^ 
Thy  blcffing  now  'beftow  : 

'For  this  I  cry,  and  i^i^rcfiling  ly. 
And  will  not  let  thee  go. 

6  0%,  "  TJiis  is  my  ion, 
Once  dead,  but  now  doth  li^,  * 

Once  loft,  but  now  in  Chitft  is  found  ^ 
I  do  him  home  rccchrc;" 

7  O  great  Immanuel, 
Accept  my  ttew-%orn  cry  5 

Sehold  the  tritvail  of  tfa^  foiU 
Which  doth  thee  fatisfy. 

8  By  faith  I  thee  embrace. 
Thy  bh)od  I  do  apply : 

"O  fend  thy  Spirit  with  his  grade, 
•     My-foul  to  fan6Hfy. 

HYMN  XLVtll. 
Weak  Faith  not  r(/e6hd» 

I  I  SEE  Chrift's  bleeding  fide  j 

Lord,  hide  roe  in  thy  wounds  : 
Thy  iheltering  ^uch  helplefs  fouls 

Unto  thy  praife  redounds, 
2  Into  thy  arms  I  fall, 

In  free  loVe  me  embrace  ; 
^n  weaknefs  great  on  thee  ;I  call, 

O  ftiew  thy  fmiling  face,    . 
^^  I  watt  at  thy  command, 

Until  Uie  pool  ftiall  move^ 
4  A  2 


Wh«n  Aou  vfilt  fend  thy  bcalw^powV-  .         • 
To  cure  me  in  thy  love.      ^     .,;... 

4  Thou  know^ft  my  feeble  voic^j  ,  - 
Which  I  to  thee  direft  : 

The  gofpel  method  is  my  choice,  ^ 

All  others  I  rejeft.  ... 

5  Thou  know'il  my  hearts  defire, 
My  doubts  and  fears  dofl  i^i^i     . 

Thy  founding  bowels  caufe  me  hear,  '  , 
And  kindly.fay  tome, 

6  "  Poor  foul,  of  little  faith,'  .    .^        • 
O  wherefore  doft^thou  doubt  I 

Whoe'er  he  be  that  comes  to  me, 
Him  will  I  not  icaft  out," 

7  On  thy  word  I  depend, 
Thou  faithful  art  .and  true  j 

My  weak  faith  flrengthen  and  defend,   . . 
My  unbelief  fubduc* 

8  Teach  me  to  know  thy  name 
Jesus,  and  it  to  blefs ; 

Thy  title  alfo  to  proclaim, 

*«  The  L6rd  our  Righteoufncfs." 

HYMN   XUt. 

The  Remembrance  of  CnRisr  in  the  Supper . 

J  CHRIST  in  that  night  he  was  betray 'd, 
Took  bread,  gave  thanks,  it  bra^e,  and  faid,. 
"  My  broken  body  here  you  fee  > 
**  Take,  cat  it,  and  remember  swtf."    - 

2  Thus  alfo  he  the  cup  did  take  j 

"  Here  fcaling  blood  (bed  for  yoxxx  fake, 
**  Which  doth  my  tefl'ment  ratifie  : 
"  Let  all  drink '«nd  remember  m^." 

3  Your  pardon,  with  what's,  for  your  good, 
Is  purchas'd  by  my-dearcA  blood  '-. 

My  blood  to  you  ra^kes  patdon.  free  j 
In  drinking,  then,  remember  me, 

4  For  hutigry  fouls  here*s  manna  rare,  '    ^  . ,    ;  » 
God  fends  from  hcaven.for  your  fare  f 

This  manna  falls  now  pUi?j;eoufly^;^ 
In  eating,  then,  rf»2^wZ'.<?f.^/?,, 

5  Here  God  fits  on  a  throne,  of  grape,.    -  . 
Where  finful  men  may  .fee  his  face  ; 


My 
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lV[y  blood  procures  jo^raccefs  free  } 

In  drinking^  thtn,  remember  fne,     .  ^ 

6  Sec  here  the  Tree  pfl^e  yflth  fruit. 

And  leaves  which  heal,  and  ilreugth  recruit } 
Thefe  I  (hake  dowjo,  pQoj  foiil,  to  thee  : 
Eat  freely,  2XiA rememffer  me. 

7  See  Jacob's  ladder  bere  fct  up, 
A  covenanting  God  <at  top  ;    « .   , 
Climb,  and  God  will  tranfa61:  with  thee  ) 

In  doing  this,  remember  me. 
S  Here  runs  of  Ltfe  the  river  pure^ 

Which  our  fouUwounds  doth  cleanfe  and  cure; 
It  freely  runs  to  all,  you  fee  : 

By  faith  drink,  and  remember  me- 

HYMN    L. 

Admire  the  \^K\K^  fiain^ 

1  COME  here,  admire,  and  gase  a  while  y 
Behold  Chriil  piercM  for  finncrs  vile  : 
Who  can  this  glorious  truth  explain  !  . 

Th*  immortal  God,  {he  Lamb  isjlah^] 

2  Look  not  afide  to  dung  and  drofs, 
But  glory  only  in  the  crpfs  } 

And  always  in  your  thoughts  retain 
Thefe  melting  words,  the  Lamb  isjlatn. 

3  Draw  near  the  crofs,  that  bloody  tree  j 
Rich  fruit  it  bears  for  you  and  me. 
Help,  Lord,  to  know,  anid  ftij^l  maintain, 

The  Lamb  of  God  for  .me  ytdsjlain. 

4  Thy  fuff'rings,  Lord,  I  weep  to  fee, 

Thefe  (Iripeei  and  wounds  I  brought  00  thee  : 
From  (ins  of  all  kinds  Til  abflain, 

Thefe  naijs  by  which  the  Lamh  isjlain, 

5  The  crofs  is  now  a  tree  of  life.       ,  , 
That  men  relieves  from  finking  grief,  .  ^ 

'  Yea,  life  to  dead  fouls  doth  regaio  5 
Draw  life  from  this,  the  Lamb  is Jlain,. 
'6  No  flaming Tword  doth  guard  this  tr^,^    ;      ■ 
Its  fruit  is  to  all  fiuners  free  ;     .  .  .  *  ./     ...       ^ 
Good  news  this  is  to  fallen  men  ;  '  ']  , 

Come  eat  and  Uye,  the  Lamb  is  Jlain..    ,  ' 
3  Dear  Lamb,  thine  everlailing  love 
Draws  men  from  hell  to  heav'n  above  ; 

Thy 


5^6  '        J^ffntfi  oniUtof^ 

Tby  loire  doth  ds  to  fiog  conftirain 
This  heavenly  fong,  the  Lanib  isjkifu 
8  The  Lamb  redeems  Us  by  his4>lo<9d, 

And  makes  us  kings  and  piriefts  to  &od  S 

Alt  pr^ife  and  honour  dOth  j^ertam 
Unto  the  Lamb  for  finners  j?tf//r. 

HYMN    IL 

Trace  Chkist^s  S^^ferings. 

1  LET'S  tracfe  Chrift^  fleps,  Uke  f oflNrtrS  braYe^ 
From  the  bleU  feaft  unto  the  grave  5 

Nor  leave  him  when  to  CalvVy  ltd, 
Like  thpfe  who  him  forfook  and  fled^^ 

2  Firil  to  Gethfemane  we^ll  go, 
There  floods  of  wnith  himoveiflo^v ; 
Both  fears  and  foes  befet  him  round. 
Our  fins  him  prefs  down  to  the  ground* 

3  There  he  lie^  in  a  bloody  fweat, 
Which  him  o^erfpread  from  head  to  ittt  y 
He's  bruised,  he  pours  out  prayers  and  cries 
With  floods  of  tears  from  hoth  'his  eyes. 

4  His  friends  prove  falfe  ^  one  him  betrays, 
Another  him  with  oaths  denies  r 

Men  feize  and  bind  him  like  'a  thierf, 
His  friends  him  leave  without  relief. 

4  Amidfl  his  foes  he's  left  alone, 

He's  buflPeted  and  fpit  upon,  '    ' 

His  head  is  crown  M  with  v^reaiths  Xii  thorni 
His  body  is  with  fcourges  tOrn. 

6  He's  load  with  feoffs  and  tlafph^tniek,      ' 
Bafely  infulted,  charg'd  with  lies  ; 
Found  innocent,  yet  doom'd  to  die, 
And  ^ear  his  crofs  to  Calvary. 

1  For  us  a  (hameful  death  he  dy'd ; 
Between  two  thieves  he's  crucifyM  : 
He'snaird,  and  jcer'd  by  cruel  men, 
With  ling'ring  torments  pierc'd  and  flain. 

8  His  God,  his  futi,  withdrew  their  light ; 
Earthy  rocks,  and  men,  were  in  a  fright  \ 
Yet  he  by  death  fubdu'd  his  foes. 
And  from  the  grave  in  triumph  rofe. 
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and  Sufferings  of  Cbnfi^  5^7 


HYMN    Lir. 
The  Soul  wondring  at  REirEBMiKG  LoYi. 

1  HOW  full  of  wonder  U  that  love, 

That  made  God  leave  his  tbrone  above,    . 

To  dwell  in  clay  with  men  below, 

And  death  for  them  to  undergo  : 
z  That  God,  wha  kqeps  the  key  of  deaths 

Should  on  a  ci^oi^  reiign  his  bjreath  ! 

To  bring  us  pleafure,  (hoiild  feel  pain  ^ 

To  give  us  life,  he  ihouid  be  flajin  I. 

3  Great  love  !  that  made  Chxifl  groan  and  die. 
Yea,  rend  the  heavens  with,  his  ci:yy, 

That  loud  cry»  **  My  God,  my  God,  why 
Haft  thou  fprfaken  mc,  to-day  !'^ 

4  Our  Lamb  helPs  pains  for  us  wouTd  bear  ^ 
Let  him  the  crown  for  ever  wear : 

Let  all  who  loVe  bis  woiptby  name  . 
In  fongs  of  triumph  (greod,  br&  fame., 

5  Inflame  our  hearty  reEne  our  tongues, 

To  praife  with  heav'oly  tbotfgbts  and  fongs  : 
O  let  our  hearts  be  tunM  with  love. 
And  make  us  meet  foe  fbngs  above* 

6  Deep  in  my  fbul  this  truth  ingrain, 
My  glorious  friend  the  Lamb  is  (lain : 
I'll  wondring  Iy,.that  God  (hoald  die; 
For  man  that  was  his  enemy. 

7  O  holy  Ghoft,  come  from  above, 
Withdraw  my  heart  from  worldly  lave. 
That  I  may  think  of  nought  b<^fiidcr 
My  God,  my  Saviour  cruciify'd. 

8  With  Simeon,  I  the  Lamb  embrace, 
And  cry,  **  Lord,  hx  me  go  in  peace  ^ 
Now  make  me  meet  with  faints  above. 
To  fing  thy  everiaf^tng  love. 

HYMN     LIIL 

The  bleff^  Fpuits  ef  tbt  curfid  Tree. 

I  IN  mournful  fongs  we  will  record 
The  pangs  aid  forrows  of  our  Lord, 
The  tears  and  blood  he  for  us  fpilt, 
To  make  atonement  foi^  our  guiHt* 
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Mjf  Jefus  on  the  curr(!d  tr^e 
Did  bow  his  dying  head  for  me. 

2  The  dying  pangs  of  our  dear  Lord 
The  honour  of  God's  law  rcftor'd ; 
The  death  and  fuflF'rings  he  cndurM  .       ' 
Eternal  life  for  iis  procur'd. 
C^r  glorious  Jefus,  by  his  love,      ' 
Hath  made  the  curfc  a  blefHiig  prove.                        \ 

3  Wc  praife  the  Lamb,  our  dearcft  Lord,        • 
iWhofc  hands  and  feet  for  us  were  bOrM  i 

'  It  was  the  crofs,  that  curfed  tree, 
^^  On  which  the  prince  of  life  did  diej 

Recurs 'd*  It  was,  yet  divine  love  ' 

Hath  made  the  curfe  a  blefling  prove. 

4  Hach  heavy  blow,  and  bloody  ftripe,  * 
Our  films  of  debt  quite  out  doth  wipe  t 
Then  all  our  debt  was  fully  paid, 
When  he  on  Calv'ry  bow'd  his  head.            *  ' 
That  tree  of  death  to  us  is  made            . 
A  tree  of  life  with  plea&nt  fiiade. 

5  Behold,  Chrift's  blood  his  garments  dy'd>  '  '  j 
When  he  was  bruisM'and  crucify 'd  :  '  ! 
He  dyM  upon  the.  curfed  tree,  I 
My  precious  foul  from  hell  to  free.  j 

^  ^  That  tree  of  death  to  us  is  made  \ 

A  tree  of  life  with  pleafant  (hade. 

6  Chrift  bore  the  curfe  for  wretched  men  i 
"  ,    T&  buy  us  heav'n,  our  Lamb  was  ilain  i 

His  wounds  Hand  open  to  receive 
All  helplefs  fianers  who  believe. 
My  Jefus  on  the  curfed  tree 
X>id  bow  his  dying  head  for  me* 

HYMN    LIV. 
Christ's  Blood  calling  aloud  to  us» 

1  I  HEAR  my  Saviour  cry  aloud^  ! 
O  £nner,  haflen  to  my  blood  ^ 

Each  drop  of  blood  cries  to  thee,  Come» 

In  my  picrc'd  fide  yet  there  is  room. 

Let  finners  come,  and  no  more  doubt  ^  '  j 

For,  '*  him  that  comes  I'll  not  caft  out." 

2  My  blood  fhall  ranfom  all  from  wrath,  ! 
\                   Who  trufl  and  look  to  ne  by  faith : 

My 
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N     My  righteoufnefs  is  free  to  all. 
Who  come  to  me  upon  my  call. 
Let  finners  cottie  and  no  more  doiubt  j   - 
For  "  him  that  comes  111  not  caft  out.'* 

3  A  Saviour  you  pajdnot  find 

In  creatures  doinj^s  who  have  finn'd  ^ 
Pure  righteoufnefs  you  fcek  in  vain 
In  any  but  the  Lamb  that's  (lain. 
To  my  wounds  let  the  guilty  fly. 
For  love  to  you  brought  me  to  die, 

4  Of  works  no  more  let  iinners  boafl  y 
Your  infide  view,  and  try,  We're  loft : 
Truft  in  my  blood,  who  for  you  dyM  t 
Look  to  me  and  be  jUftify'd*  ' 

To  my  wounds  let  thfe  guilty  fly. 
For  love  to  you  brought  me  to  die, 

5  Bleft  Lord,  I  hear  thy  gracious  <iall, 
And  gladly  at  thy  feet  do  fall^ 
The  welcome  offers  of  thy  grace 
My  foul  doth  heartily  embrace  s 
To  Chrift  I  fly,  and  do  confefs, 

He  is  "  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs" 

6  Dear  Lamb,  thy  voice  doth  fweetly  fouiid^ 
I  fee  a  fountain  in  each  wound  ^ 

The  dreams  which  thence  do  freely  flow, 
Black  fouls  do  wa(h  as  wdite  as  fnow. 
I'll  ihelter  take,  in  j^U  diftrefs,  . 

Under  my  Saviour^s  righteoufneis* 

HYMN    LV. 

Mourn  for  Sin^  ttat  pierced  the  Lami^ • 

I  MY  foul,  weep  o'er  thy  (in  and  guilt. 
For  which  thy  Saviour  s  blood  was  fpilt  n 
Mourn  fpr  thy  pride  and  unbelief,' 
For  which  he  dragg'd  was  like  ai  thief  ^ 
He  for  thy  debt  his  heart's  blood  paid  $ 

My  Lamb,  thy  Loire  is  crucify 'd. 
>  I  fee  the  drops  of  bloody  fwe^t 
Fall  from  thy  forehead  to  thy  feet : 
Thefe  drops  befmearM  thy  raiment  all,'     \     - 
They  move  my  tears  as  they  do  fall  i 
How  heavy  are  my  fins  ^he^  weigh'd 

My  Lamb,  my  jLove  is  crucifyM; 
Vol.  IV.  4  B  tJpoii 


3  Upon  Ykzii  liearts  let  thefe  drof  s  light}  - 
Who  are  not  move4  Qt  tbe  fight  9 

Let  hearts  which  lerr^n  cajvaqt  Qioy^ 
Now  be  diffolvM  hy  Jefe*«  ioyc  J 
Still  1  mofl  look  on  fin  with  p^in^         ^ 
Since  for  my  (uip  the  I«amh  W9$  il^iPf 

4  My  fins  did  fpit  in  Jcfu'i  fapc. 

They  would  the  Prio/Cf  of  life  iMgfdiOj^m 
To  (hsme  they  foughl  him  to  expose, 
They  naiPd  him  nake4  to  the  cwfi  5        ,    . 
And  bleeding,  lift  pp  on  thfi  tree. 
Long  hang-th«  Maa  that  4y'4  ^^  vxt» 

5  My  fins  thee  grfey'd  und  fta]?b*d  ihy  faegrt  i 
They  wounded  thee  in  ev'ry  piirt ' 

By  fin  thy  bleffed  flrftt  w$$  torn* 
I  view  thee  whop^  I  pierc'd,  and  WQ^rP  | 
Thy  bleeding  body*  pit rc^d  and  tore^ 
I  kiis,  and  blifs,  aq4  tb^e  a^o|e« 

6  Our  griefs  and  burdens,  gvilt  and  ^VB^i 
Were  all  laid  on  thf  fpQtle&  L«mb  : 
Had  he  rcfusM  them,  I  b^  been 
Quite  funk  and  1#  in  guUt  i^nd  fin  ; 
Bttt  juftice  now  if  fiitisfy'di 

My  Lamby  my  Loy^  19  cr^c|fy'd• 

HYMN  tVI., 

The  foul  hrhoantng  tti  Cajh  to  600*. 

1  TO  God  copuplaints  and  tears  I  fend  5 
When  fhall  my  fins  and  g^o^^ivg^  end  ? 
By  unbelief  I  fi[|int  and  fall. 

Yet  falling  I  for  pity  call  : 

I'm  weaker  than  a  bruifed  r^e49 

Always  from  Chrift  ,1  ftxcngth  do  need^   . 

2  I  nothing  have  me  to  commend. 
My  ftony  heart  I  cannot  wodi 
By  nature  I  h?ve  nothing  good  :  - 
Thou  (aw^fi  me  in  my  filth  and  |))oo4  9 
Yet  then,  in  love,  thoiji  bJ4ft  n^  tUve, 
And  for  my  foul  a  iMfqm  gaive« 

3  l*m  dull  when  the^  I  coin^  bci^^fC,    . 
I'm  lifelefs  when  I  (boyld  adoi^s 
From  clogs  of  fin  my  foul  A^t  free  j 
Lord|  rouzt  my  foul  (o  woilbip  th^Vf 
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and  Sufferings  of  Chrifi^  |JI 

My  drouzy  frame  I  ^o  abhor  y 

Awakf  me,  that  I  fleep  no  more. 
\  A  feeble  helpleA  erbature  I 

Do  at  thy  pleafure  live  or  die ; 

O  lift  the  rod,  thy  wrath  removci 

My  heart  fubdue  to  tbee  by  love  ^  ^ 

My  iins  forgive,  and  to  me  turn  : 

Spare  me,  for  fin  to  Weep  and  moumf 
:  Lord,  rule  my  heart,  and  tn  me  live, 

And  let  no  darling  luil  fi^rvive  : 

O  bring  my  wand'ring$  to  mi  end^ 

That  fo  my  thoughts  may  upward  tend* 

Thy  feeble  daft  with  pity  fee  ^ 

It  mints  and  creeps  to  wtti  to  thee* 

O  Father  of  my  dying  Lord^ 

Fulfil  to  me  his  gracious  wcnrd  ; 

Thy  Spirit  ^ranty  for  which  he  prayM  ^ 

His  influences  on  me  fhed. 

Nothing  but  fin  I  thee  can  give  ^ 

l^vLt  quicken  tt^^  and  I  fhul!  Ibft. 

HYMN    LVII. 

-  Give  Tbanh  for  RfiofifiMtue  I^ovk; 

FATHER,  thy  love  fiiines  in  thy  Son  j 

Thou  gav'ft  him,  tho^  thoU  bad'il  btft  one,      , 

To  ranfom  a  rebelHoiis  race^  r 

And  us  tranflate  from  fin  to  gr$ce* 

O,  for  his  fake,  our  fins  removei 

And  we'll  exalt  redeeming  love^ 

Dear  Jefus  bore  the  fins  df  men ) 

Th*  immortal  God,  the  Lamb  was  flain. 

£temal  blefiings  on  the  Lamb* 

Let  angels  trumpet  out  bis  fame  5 

With  angels  bright^  and  fiiinls  above| 

We'll  join,  and  fing  his  dying  liSife* 

We  thee  ddof  e^  O  Chria  the  Son^ 

Who  with  thy.  Father  ddar  «rt  One, 

And  One  the  Holy  Gboil  with  th«e| 

The  One  Eternal  God  \i^  Three  i  .      , 

O  make  us  meet  i4ith  iaints  above 

To  magnify  redeeming  lofve*.. 

Thou  (aw'ft  that  all  t\a  pow'r  wlf  g#n«^  ^    . 

And  to  redeem  us  there  was  noab  ; 

4  B  2  \l 


yj%  '  Wymnf  on  the  Love 

If  for  us  tliou  would  ft  not  atorte; 
Eternally  we  were  undone  5      ' 
Therefore  thou  left  thy  throne  above, 
Vail'd  thy  perfedions  all  but  Idve.  *    ' 

5  For  us  thou  pray'd,  for  us  Waft  (lain, 
■    For  us  thou  lives  and  reigns  again  j ' 

For  us  thy  blood  did  once  atone, 
Aud  now  it'  pleads  before  thy  throne  • 
To  Jcfus  only  we  do  fly, ' 
And  on  his  facrifice  rely. 

6  For  us  Chri ft  lives  to  intercede. 
For  us  he  doth  this  ihomeht  plead  J 

**  Forgive  their  thought's  and  actions. too  5 
**  Father,  they  know  hot  what  they  do.'^ 
Lord,  iince  our  Surety  paid  the  debt,^ 
Our  fouls  from  wrath  *«t  freedom  fct. 

HYMN    LVilL 

Christ's  Jncarnation  wonderful^ 

J  JESUS,  immortal  Son  of  God, 
*  Thou  chofe  with-iriortkls  thy  abode, 
A  virgin^s  womb  thou,  didft  not  fcorn  s 
Angels  arc  ftruck  to -fee  thee  bbrn  5 
Thee,  who  the  earth's  foundation  laid,- 
A  little  fucking  infant  made.'  ' 
7,  Him  whom*the  beav'ns  celnnot  oontaib, 
'   Behold  a  woman's  knees  fuftain; 
Great  God,  all  praife  we  ^er  thee, 
That  thou  vouchfaf 'ft  A  man  to  be. 
To  fave  loft  nien  frotn  wrath  and  fin, ' 
That  we  might  heaven  Tenter  in. 

3  Let  all  admire  that  divine  love, 

/  Which  brought  thet  from  thy  tjirone  above, 
Our  flefti  and  friilties  16  affume, . 
To  di6,  and  ly  within  a  tomb  ||  '■ 

That  ftrangers,  who  were  far  from  God, 
Might  be  brought  nigh  by  Jefu's  blood. 

4  Of  him  who  did  falvation  Bring,             < 
■    Continually  1 11  thinic  and  fing  ^ 

The  Lamb  ftiall  hb  my  conftant  theme, 
I'll  fing  his  birth,  his  blood  and  name  ;- 
The  Lamb  1%  worthy  that  wa(s  flaio, 
Ou  God's  eternal-  thrane  to  reign,      ' 
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and  Sufferings  cfChr^^  ^'^l 

5  Us  he  did  love  when  enemies  ; 

To  fave  us,  on  the  crofs  he  dies, 

^%s finijh*d^  with  loud  voice  he  cryM 

"  You're  fafe,.my  friends,  for  all  is  paid  j 

*'  And,  as  my  blood  doth  now  atone, 

**  It  goes  to  plead  before  the  throne,'^ 
f5  No  angers  tongue  can  ever  telj 

The  glory  of  Immanuel    . 

O,  for  his  fike,  roy  fins  forgive. 

And  let  repen^ng  finners  live  \ 

For  me  accept  ChrilJ's  right eoufneft,    . 

And  with  -more  grace  me  daily  blefsr 

HYMN    LIX. 

Christ  is  our  7reasure  and  ^iiss^  > 

1  I'LL  not  feek  my  treafure  here 

In  this  dry  barren  land  y 
Shadows  only  here  appear. 

And  cares  on  ev'ry  hand  : 
I  would  mount  above  to  talle 
The  feail  thou  gives  to  faints  fo  free^ 
Lord^  Clime  down  to  me  with  hajie^ 

Or  take  me  up  to  thee* 

2  Jefus  purcbasM  all  my  blifs. 

On  him  my  hopes  depend. 
He  himfclf  my  treafure  is  ^ 

Lord,  keep  me  to  the  end* 
Jefus  purchasM  me  a  feaft, 
When  he  dy'd  on  the  cu?fed  tree.- 
Lof^d,  come  down  tb  me  with  hajfe^ 

Or  take  me  up  to  thee, 

3  Hide  me  in  thy  blefled  wounds. 

And  cleanfe  me  in  thy  blood  \ 
Glory  to  thy  name  rec^oundj; 

When  thoa  dofl  (inners  good  • 
Let  me  have  thee  for  my  gueft, 
Be  not  a  (Iranger  unto  me. 
•  Lord^  come  down  to  me  with  hqfte^ 
■  Or  take  me  up  to  thee. 

4  Well  thou  know'il  my  fin  and  (liame  J 

Forgive  me,  and  fpcak  peace  ;  .  ^ 

Jefus,  caufe  me  know  thy  name, 
Shew  me  thy  liniling  face  :  ' 

Lord 


j74  Ifymnt  en  the  L9V0 

Lord,  thy  tng^cy  Aill  doth  laft ; 
For  good  a  token  let  me  fee. 

Lori/,  come  down  to  ffte  loith  bafle^ 
Or.  take  me  up  to  th^e» 
5  Now  by  faith  th^  Lamb  ^e  fee 
With  ptcafure  and  deli|;ht ) 
Much  increasM  our  joy  will  be 

When  faith  is  turnM  to  fight : 
I  dcfire  with  Chrift  to  reft. 
Where  I  his  face  may  cl«fafly  fee.  ^ 

Lotdj  come  down  to  me  with  hofie^ 
Or  take  me  up  to  thee^ 

HVMK    LX. 
CHRHr  intefpd/i»g /erf a/fen  Man* 

I '  OF  (hadows  men  dream 

But  we  will  proclaim  ' 

The  Lamb's  death  and  conqueftS)  andfeiiiidfortIihiifiiime« 

He  faw  when  we  fell, 

Our  face  was  to  h^ll  5 
Our  Lamb  ipterpofed  for  men  that  rebel* 
.:»  Soon  (did  he  begin 

For  us  to  ftep  in  ; 
**  O  Father,  forgive  them,  they  koow  not  thenr  fia« 

''  Them  do  not  confume, 

^'  For  I  the  Lamb  come 
"  To  fatisfy  juftice  in  guilty  men^s  room,**  ^ 

3  He  was  not  deny'd^ 
The  Father  com{»Iy^d  : 

Our  guilt  he  laid  on  him,  bud  fof  it  be  dy'd. 

He*s  naird  to  the  tree, 

Us  captives  to  ittt 
From  fin  and  hell  prifon,  with  Qoih  eneinie. 

4  Our  Lamb  we'll  adore, 
Though  devils  do  roar, 

Envy  us,  purfue  us,  and  tempt  U4  fe  fo^re 

They  rage  all  in  vain 

But  cannot  detain 
One  foul  as  a  captive,  for  whom  the  Lamb'f  il^vit. 

5  His  Iambs  Chrift  doth  mind, 
To  weak  ones  he's  kind  $ 

He'll  not  dwell  in  heaven,  and  leave  dne  behind ; 
For  me  he  makes  room 

And 
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And  then  he  wUl  come» 
Me  fafely  to  carry  to  my  blefied  hotnf^* 

6  Griey'd  foul,  keep  his  roadi 
Pore  not  on  fins  load, 

IniElead  of  thy  Saviour,  all  cover'd  v^fth  blood* 

Chrift  faith,  Jjoiok  on  me  *   ,      ' 

(For  eafe)  on  this  t^ee  y  ' 

Look  flraight  to  thy  furety,,avid  thoa  (halt  be  free* 

7  When  Fm  with  fin  pred, 
And  fears  are  increaft,   .  < 

VW  look  up  to  Jefus,  yihn  gives  finncit  reil«  • 

I  will  look  to  thee, 

Dear  Lord,  on  the  tree  \ 
Yea  I  iing;  of  thy  bowels,  and  bleeding  for  me. 

HYMN   LXL 

A  Song  of  praife^  and  Addr^fi  to  the  BleJJed 
TwNiry. 

t  TO  God  Almighty,  One  in  Three, 

Eternal  praife  be  giv^n  \ 

Who  us  from  hell,  jhro'  Chrift,  fet  fr«e, 

To  reign  with  him  in  heaven* 

Hallelujah,  HalUlnjoh^- 

Hallelujah^  Amjbn.  . 

2  Unto  the  Father,  ^d  the  ^on. 

And  Spirit  ever  bleft,*  , 

The  undivided  Trinity^  . 
Be  praifes  ftill  addreft. 
Hallelujub,  &c. 

3  Father,  thou  gav^il  gi:eat  proof  of  love, 

To  men  by  iin  undone, 
When  for  our  ranfom  thou  feat  down 
Thy  dear  and  only  Son« 
Hallelujah f  &c. 

4  When  we  were  finking  to  the  pit^ 

How  did  thy  boweb  moye  I 
To  fave  us,  thou  wouldfl  have  him  die  : 
Great  proof  that  God  is  love  ! 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

5  The  dear  Son's  love  let  all  men  prftife> 

Who  from  the  Father. came 
At  time  appointed,  for  to  bs 
Oar  facrificed  Lamb. 
Hallelujah^  &c.  Father 
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6  Father;  to  Us  thy  Spirit  fend. 

For  which  thy  San  did  pray : 
Let  him  apply  Chrift^s  blood  and  fdiits^ 
And  banilh  fin  a\Vay. 
Halielujah^  &c.     , 

7  May  he  thine  image  on  us  flamp^ 

And  what  we  loft  reftore* . 
And  caufe  us  to  obey  thy  will,* 
With  all  our  mind  and  pow'r. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

8  Let  faints  add  angels  join  in  one^ 

That  great  love  to  proclaim 

Of  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne^ 

And  of  the  worthy  Lamb. 

Hallelujah^  Hallelujah^ 

Hallelujah^  Amem; 

HYMN   LXir. 
Christ's  Beauty  and  Loveline/sl 

1  SINCE  I  beheld  thy  wondrous  loVe 

DifplayM  upon  the  crofs, 
The  world  aid  all  things  here  below 
Do  look  like  dung  and  drofs.. 

2  The  Fairtft  often  thou/and^  I 

Will  make  my  pleaiing  thende  ^ 
ril  fing  hi«  love  and  conftailcy, 
His  beauty  and  his  name. 

3  There^  nothing  founds  fo  fwect  to  me 

As  Chrift's  Name,  Blood,  and  Crofs : 
Befides  the  merits  of  his  death. 
All  things  1  count  for  lofs. 

4  Since  Jefus  for  our  fins  virould  die,* 

Who  would  not  love  the  Lamb  ^ 
Thy  perfon*s  lovely  and  to  me. 
Moft  fweetly  founds  thy  name. 

5  Thou'rt  white  and  ruddy  in  my  eyes, 

Fairer  thanfons  of  men  ; 
Thou  altogether  lovely  art, 
The  Chiej  of  thoufauds  ten. 

6  Could  men  by  faith  mount  up  to  fee 

Our  fhining  Saviour  dear. 
Had  they  the  fraalleft  glimpfc  of  thcti 
Creatures  would  difappear* 
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7  Who  can  thj^  wordi  and lovp  declare? 

Thy  pity  knows  no  bouods  : .. 
The  vilcft  men  thoutcall^ii  tto  fl^e 
Into  thy  open  wpundsy 

8  I  then  accept  thine  offer  free 

To  fave  my  ionl  from  kell ; 
Since  winds  and  fcas  thy  word  <>bcy,  * 
.    Should  hearts  of  men  rebe^  •  f 

HYMN    lXIIL 

Thanh  fo  Cvlkist  for  bis  Lg^b  Bni  Sufferings^ 

1  ^LET  us  together  meet  and  praile 

The  flaughterM  Lamb  of  God, 
'And  with  jpint  hcfarts  iing  forth -hts  'g<«ace) 
His  Name,  his  JLovje^  and  Blood* 
Hallelujah^  Halhlujah^ 
Hallelujab^  ^men. 

2  Into  this  wildernefs  he  came 

For  three  and  thirty  years. 
To  feek  his  poor,  loft,  lUaying  iheep. 
With  many  pray'rs  and  tears. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

3  The  moil  d^pis'd  he  would  not  loTe^ 

But  after  them  he  fought  \ 
He  flopt  not  till  he  found  .them  all. 
And  with  a  price  chem  bought. 
^Hallelujah J  &c. 

4  The  price  was  great  ^  his  blood  divine 

For  them  muft  all  be  (hed  i 
In  love,  to  fave  from  bell  and  fin, 
Chriil^s  veins  moft  freely  bled,  ^ 

Hallelujah^  &c. 

5  O  blefs  the  Lambi  who  gave  himfelf 

For  Adam's  (inking  crew. 
To  purchafe  our  redemption. 

When  hell»fire  was  our  due^  / 

Hallelujah,  &c. 
€  He  took  our  guilt  and  curfes  due, 
/      Our  freedom  to  obtain  : 
He  lov'd  our  fouls  5  and,  them  to  Catc, 
The  Prince  of  li£e  was  ilain. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
Vol.  IV.  4  C  ^  7  To 
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J  To  Chrift  we'lllive,  to  Chrift  i^^'ll  dft^        '       •' 
Who  was  our  facriiicc ;.  ■-.?•.. 

He  well  dcfcrvcs  our  life  and  Scatfi, 
Who  bought 's  with  fuch  a  price. 
HoiMujahy  &c. 
8  Let  hearts,  and  tongues,  and  all  uhit^y 
Chrifl's  love  and  fame  to  raife  \ 
Let  all  our  a6lions  honollt  him,    '       * 
And  our  whole  life  be  praife. . 
Hallelujah^  Hallelujah^ 
Hallelujah^  jinien. 

HYMN   LXIV. 

Let  Christ's  Kingdom  come* 

1  THE  coming  of  thy  kingdom,  Lord, 
Is  our  hearths  great  delight :  \ 

The  thrones  and  kingdoms  of  thy  foes 
Them  conquer  in  thy  might, 
7.  Caufe  many  glory  in  the  Lord, 
And  in  his  IVreaming  blood  \  ' 
For  nothing  can  men  tnems  hearts  fubdue' 
But  that  o'erflowing  flood. 

3  The  well  which  from  thy  fide  doth  fpring 

Keep  open  to  us  Hill, 
That  we  and  ev'ry  thirfty  foul 
May  come  and  drink  our  fill. 

4  O  let  the  number  be  increased  ■ 

Of  them  thy  wounds  that  know. 
And  feel  the  virtue  of  that  blood 
Which  from  the  fame  did  flow. 

5  Teach  men  to  come  to  God  by  thee, 

Caufe  them  from  dcfth  arife  5 
Shew  them  thy  denth  is  unto  God  • 
A  pleafing  facrificc.  .      "  ; 

6  Send  days  of  pow'r  to  bow  their  wills  - 

Thine  offers  to  embrace  ;    •    • 
Make  thcfe,  who  earthly  things  admire,  -• 
Admirers  of  free  grace; 

7  O  Father  of  our  Uaughter'd  Lahib,  : 

Remember  men  tor  gdody     * 

Be  mindful  of  his  pray'rs  and  tears, 

And  hear,  his  ipeaking  blood.    • 

8  Thy 
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8  Thy  Spirit  grant,  for  which  jbc/prayM; 
Conviftions  make  like  darts. 
O  Father,  git>rify  thy  Son,  .    > 
And  melt  ten  thoufand  hea^s. 


HYMN   I,XV, , 

The  convinced  Soui  coming  to  Christ.     ' 
\,        ».'"*.'•■     '      ' 

1  I  AM  BOW  ienfible  of  guilt  ^ 

Lord  hear  the  leper's  pray^£  :  / 

O  Jefus,  Mafter,  if  thou  wilt, 
Thou  canft  me  cleanfe  andfpare. 

2  Where  can  a  burden M  confjcience  go  , 

But  unto  Jefu*s  blood  ?    ^    ;  . 
What  can  wafh  our  deep  flaln^  of  guilt,      .■ 
But  this  foul-cjcaniirig  doo^  ? 

3  When.  I  am  made  to  fee  my  guilt,  ^ 

Hide  not  this  blood  from  me  :  - 

If  this  relief  fhould  be  conce^l*d, 

I'll  (ink  in  mifcry.  Y  :. 

4  Such  hiding  lure  comes  not  of  thee  j 

'Tis  I  who  am  to  blame  :.  ,      / 

My  heart  proves  fi^lfe,  it  (huts  the<  out  j 
1  unbelieving  am, 

5  Oh,  juftly  vile  unthankful  I  .  :I        . 

May  be  (hut  out  by  thee  j       o..  ^ 

But,  Father,  look  on  Jefu's  wounds, 
And  hear  them  plead  for  me. 

6  Altho'  my  (ins  have  fwell'd  up  high, 

And  do  for  vengeance  call, 
Chrift's  blood,  like  to  a  mighty  fea,    . 
Can  quickly  drown  them^all. 

7  Thou,  Son  of  David,  hear  njiy.cry,  .    . 

Let  me  receive  my  (ight  f'     <* '^  .  ,    ' 

^  Stand  ftill  and  call  me^?  p^s  not  by,. 
My  darknefs  turn  t-9  Jight. 

8  Come,  fay  unto  my  grieved  foul, 

Now  fore  oppreft  with  fe^  . 

Your  (ins  are  freely  pardoned  j 
Fear  not,  be  of  good  cheer.. 

*4.C  2  ,    ■      "  '      HYMN 
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HYMN  LXVI.     > 

Senfible  Souls  crying  to  GOD^  andfjeading 
CiUkiST^s  Bloods 

X  LAM£  fouls  here  at  Bethefda's  pool 
Wait  till  the  waters  move  : 
Lord,  flir  the  pool,  s^ad  help  us  in  \ 
Our  cure  cQmes  from  above, 

2  Chrift^s  bloody  which  mighty  changes  wbrics,- 

Can  all  our  plagues  remove  :        ' 
Let  this  blood  dream  into  our  h^artSy 
Them  foften  by  thy  love. 

3  Thy  blood's  my  balm,  my  help,  my  hope  5 

To  it  with  guilt  I  flee  :  * 

When  fin  mc  flings,  I'moum^  I  run 
To  plunge  me  in  this  fea» 

4  When  I  as  dead  in  fi^  dor-ly,         ^  V        \ 

Lord,  haflen  to  my 'grave  : 
Raifc  me,  like  LazVu^,  with  thy  cry ; 
From  fp'ritual  death  me  fave, 

5  When  my  heart's  barr^,  hard  or  cold. 

With  heav'nly  rain  me  Wtfs  ^  ' 

Hife^  (liine  on  me  with-hvarmtng  beams. 
Thou  Sun  of  righteoufnefs.  •"  ' 

6  When  fin  and  fatan  me  delude^ 

And  make  me  go  ailiray, 
Lead  my  by  faith  tt^  Jrfu's  clefts,  ' 

So  I'll  regain  my  way,       • 
/7  Make  me  repent,,  in  Chrtft  believe, 

My  carnal  heart  rcniw  : 
Thus  make  me  meet  for  heaV'n  above. 

Where  faints  thy  face  do  Wicw. 

8  In  me  exert  thy  fov'^reign  grace, 

And  conquer  all  my  pow'rs  5      '      ,       \ 
Let  Chrift's  blood  draw* Wy  heart  to  him, ' 
And  make  it  foft  likeifhov^rs    '^^     ^    * 

9  Jefus,  I  alk,  I  feek,  and  knotTc,  ^ 

As  thcu  doft  me  comtH^rid  ;'    '-'-'^^'^  ' 

Now  let  me  find  j  make  good  thy  word, 
For  thi$  I  waiting  ftand,         •       '  ^ 

HYMN 


) 

and  Ssijeri/rgs  of  Cbrlfl.  1581 

HYMN    LXVIL 

Ike  Holy  Spikit  makes  the  GofpeLfeafi. 

\  COME,  holy  Spirit,  from  above, 
Kn^  on  wy  garden  Bimxy  \ 
Come  with  the  north  and  xYit/outb  winds 
And  make  the  fpkits  ftov)  j 
3  That  to  his  garden  Chrift  may  €Qme^ 
His  pieajant  fruits  to  eat  x 
And  let  my  foul  be  honoured 
To  fit  with  him  at  meat. 

3  Ah  !  now  our  love  is  waxed  cbld^ 

Chrift's  table  is  defpis'd  ; 
To  vice  and  iloth  mens-fouk  are  ibl4^ 
Our  flain  Lamb.i^  not  prizM.    ' 

4  Caufe  heaven's  dews  drop  from  above^ 

To  foftcn  hearts  of  Hone  ^  / 

Caufe  men  to  grieve  for  flighting  Chrift^ 
And  all  their  fins  bemoan. 

5  Lord,  fend  afpark  of  hcav'nly  jfire, 
:    Our  coldnefs  to  remove  ; 

T^o  feek  thy  face  with  flrong  defirc. 
Inflame  oar  hearts  with  love«  - 

6  O  let  thy  Spirit  fhew  to  us 

The  Lamb  was  for  us  flain  -j  , 

Thus  warm  our  hearts,  and  thro'  tliy  grace^ 

We'll  not  lodge  lin  again, 
*j  And,  when  thou  mak'ft  our  hearts  to  burs. 

Prefer ve  this  loving  fcame  j 
Send  new  fuppUes  Itill  from  above. 

To  keep  alive  thie  flame. 

8  Thy  rightebufnefs  and  flrength,  dear  Lord, 

Continually  we  nijed  ; 
O  for  our  daily  food  us  teach 
By  faith  on  thee  to  feed. 

9  Give  new  degrees  of  faith  and  love. 

Send  more  flill  from  above  ; 
Give  more  and  more,  till  we  perceive 
To  us  thy  fpecial  love. 

HYMN  LXVIIL 

A  Gofpei'Walk  after  ^  Gofpel-feaQ^ 

I  .ALL  glory  to  the  Lamb  our  God, 

In  whom  we  have  belie v'd  j  Tht 
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Thy  fymbols  of  hJs,body  Hrokc 
^    Frofa  him  vrc  have  rcceiv'd. 

2  Great  Kin^,  rule  o^er  our' conquerM  heart?^  ' 

Our  faculties  poffefs  5  :' 

Whate'er  in  them  mints  to  rebel. 
That  quickly.  Lord,  fupprefi. 

3  Help  me  to  hate  fin,  ardjt  count 

The  author  of  ray  woe, 
t      And  war  againft  it  to  declare. 
As  Chrift's  moil  deadly  foe« 

4  Let  bleeding  love  me  influence, 

Godf  who  is  loyc,  to  ferve, 

And  conflantly  his  holy  Jaws 

To  love  and  Ahem  obfcrvc» 

5  The  narrow  way  God  did  command,    " 

He^alk'd  himfelf  therein  x 
O  give  me  grace  to  follow  him, 
Abhorring  cv'ry  fin. 

6  Tbe  love  of  Chrift  my  heart  conflratns 

To  love  his  members  too," 

And  all  that  unto  him  pertain, 

Be  they  dcfpi$'d  or  few. 

7  Since  for  his  flock,  where'er  they  dwell^ 

Chrift  his  heart's  blood  did  ihed, 
I'll  fellow  fliip  ftill  hold  with  all 
Who  bold  it  with  the  Head. 

8  In  harmony  with  them  I'll  join 

Our  Jefu's  name  tp  raife. 
And  call  the  angels  to  our  help. 
Redeeming  love  to  praife. 

9  Some  lively  fouls  in  heav'ns  road 

Go  forward  cheerfully  5 
And  fliall  we  in  thy  ways  but  c/ccp,   ' 

\Vhiia  othet  Chriftians  fly  ? 
ip  Kill  fin  in  us,  and  quite  fubdue 

AH  that  againft  thee  ftrivcs  : 
Write  Holiness  unto  the  Lord 

On  all  our  hearts  and  lives. 

^      HYMN   LXIX. 
Addrefs  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
I  COME^  heav'nly  Dove,  and'be  my  guide 

Quite  thro'  the  wilderncfs ;  Chrift 
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Clind  IS  my  way,  with  hoiiQefs, 

In  this  me  lead  to  blifs.  ' 

2  Do  thou  pofliefs  my  yielding  heart  /  j 

With  true  faith,  hope  and  lore  j 
Renew  my  foul,  and  make  me  long 
To  dwell  with  God  above.  ; 

3  Me'perfe6fc  make  in  holinefi, 

That  I-  may  be  found  meet 
In  heaven  to  live  with  Chrift  and  faints,' 
Where  praifing  work  is  fweet, 

4  Moil  holy  SpVit,  I  do  commit, 

To  thee  my  heart  and  frame : 
Thy  workmanfhip  in  me  maintain. 
For  honour  of  thy  name. 

5  In  me  pull  down  all  pow'r  of  fin, 

And  with  me  make  abode, 
And  purify  my  heart  with:n, 
A  temple  meet  for  God. 

6  Come  dwell,  and  witnefs  in  my  heart 

That  I'm  a  child  of  God  3 
This  would  me  feaA,  and  make  me  fing 

Thro'  all  the  heav'nly  rpad- 
5  Thy  Spirit  J  Lordy  take  not  from  ff /, 

I>ell  from  thy  paths  we  ilide. 
And  all  our  pious  purpofes 

Quite  drop  and  lay  alide. 
-  8  But  Chrift,  who  dy'd,  is  now  alive, 

And  lives  for  us  to  plead  t. 
And  hence  we  truft  his  Sp'rit  will  flay, 

To  help  us  in  our  need. 

HYMN    LXX. 

^  Penitent  returning  Bachtider, 

1  ONCE  I  my  Saviour  did  enjoy, 

Sweet  was  his  love  to  me  ; 
I  liv'd  and  much  c'onvers'd  with  him, 
.    Then  well  did  we  agree. 

2  While  Chrift  I  lov'd,  his  love  I  knew  5 

But,  when  my  love  wax'd  dry, 
The  clouds  turn'd  thick,  and  my  heart  hard, 
And  forniaLwas  my  cry. 

3  Alas  I   I  have  God's  Spirit  griey'd, 

And  caus'd  him  to  withdraw  :  Xj 


No  wonder  clouds  th^.faes  do  hidc#  .     , 
When  I  forget  thy  law..  ;    , 

4  When  thy  good  Spiiii  is  -niihdx&wo^ 

1  ly  before  the  Lord, 
Much  like  a  lump  of  lifelefs  day  ; 
Lord,  fend  a  quickening  wocd| ' 
J  O  that  it  were  with  nie  agiiii  ^ 

As  it  was  in  months  pafl  !•  , 

Thy  Spirit  I  would  no  more  grieve 
Nor  thy  fweet  favours  waiic* 
6:  Oh  !  I*ra  unworthy  of  a  fmiky 
,      I  blu(h  with  thee  to  meet : 
If  I  mayn't  fee  my  Saviour^  £acc, 
I'll  kifs  his  pierced  feet* 

7  Backfliding  fouls  thoai  bid'ift  rcturo. 

That  them  thou  maycft  keal ; 

With  tears  let  me  return  to  thee, 

Whofe  word  doth  never  fail. 

8  In  mercy  turn  tfay  face  to  me,  \ 

And  all  my  clouds  difpel : 
Thy  controverfy  plead  no  more  ; 
Thy  anger  is  like  helJ. 

9  My  evidences,  Lord,  clear  up  ; 

Let  fin  them  blot  no  more : 
Rcftore  my  fellowfhip  with  thee, 
As  I  have  had  before* 

HYMN    LXXL 

l^ew  the  Sufferings  o/'Christ  crucijiei^  ; 

1  BEHOLD,  the  Lamb  ftands  dumb  before 

His  raging  murderers  5 
.  And  while  they  nail  and  pierce  him  thio/ 

Moll  patiently  he  bears. 
7.  When  from  each  pore  his  blood  did  fpring. 
What  pangs  felt  he  within  I    , 
Great  was  the  load  of  wrath  divine, 
That  bruis'd  him  for  our  Ho. 

5  On  Calv'ry  hill  he  naked  hung, 

Pierced  thro'  till  he  was  dead  : 
Thus  both  to  men  and  angels  fae 
A  fpedacle  was  made. 
4  View  on  the  crofs  our&ff'ring  Lord, 

With  wounded  head  and  handj,  ^     Witb 


With  pierced  fid^i  and  bleeding  heart  J 

All  red  with  blood  he  Hands, 
j;  <<  Behold,  faith  he,  my  agoniet 

«*  I  fufFcrM  for  your  guilt  j  *     • 

*^  What  crimfo^  ilretes  mn  jErom  my  iwoondt ! 

"  For  you  this  blood  was  fpilt* 
8  "  Your  fins  me  griey  d^  and  ftabb'd  my  haart  } 

"  They  piercM  my  hands  and  feet  j 
"  All  this  1  filcntiy  endor'd, 

**  For  heaven  to  make  you  meet/' 

7  Can  1,  unmov'd,  Chrift  s  groanisrga  l^wi^  . 

Like  to  an  hardened  Jew  ? 
Can  i,  Without  a  figh  or  tWj  < 

This  mournful  fcenc  review  ?  -    . 

8  Forbid  it,  Lord  !  Ill  bear  a  part 

When  I  thine  anguilh  fee  )       ; 
I  feel,  when  I  behold  thee  pierc'd. 
And  nailed  to  the  tree* 

9  Lord,  my  heart  breaks ;  now  thee  I  feci 

Whbin  I  have  pierc'd,  aJbd  fhonnt : 
Alas  !  my  fins  dro^e  in  the  n»lt 
By  which  thy  fieih  was  torn* 

HVMN    LXXlii 

CittrtT^s  Woithis  ind  Blood  the  Support  of  huripn*d  Sotihi 

1  IN  all  my  anxioas  doubts  and  fesirs 

I  fiee  to  Jefu's  wounds  \ 
His  blood  calls  penitents  to  hope» 
Td  mourners  peace  it  ibUnds, 

2  Chrift's  arms  butftretch'd  are  to  embrace    ' 

Returning  prodigals  ^ 
Thy  blood  doth  gufli  out,  for  to  waih 
Them  from  their  fouleft  JFalls. 

3  To  worft  of  men  oft  virtue  flows 

From  thy  wide  bleeding  wounds  ; 
Thou  mak'ft  thy  grace  oft  molt  abound  ;   . 
Where  wickednefs  abounds* 

4  Lord,  where  (hall  1  my  anchor  cafty 

But  on  the  rock  alone, 
Chrift  crucify^d/immovcabk. 

The  fure  fdundation-ftone  ? 
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:it6  S^  onA^Zo^ 

5  Tho*  earth's  fcttadttipn  be  removed. 

On  him  my  foul  relies  }  .    .     » 

In  him  my  Father  is  well  pleased,      .         ,      '     . 
Chrift's  blood  him  fatisfies. 

6  Thy  gofpel  tells  «irhat  thy  blood  mcikt  $   . 

From  terror  it  relicyes «  .     • 

lu  viitue  iHany  thottFands  know, 
Jt  faves  ^hoe^er  belieres. 

7  O  bleeding  Lamb,  with  pity  view 

Thefe  fears  which  ne  moleft  ; 
Let  thy  blood  wa(h  out  crimfon  iin$. 
In  thy  wounds  give  me  reft» 

8  When  I'm  diilrefl,  here  will  I  reft 

My  heavy  laden  foul  i 
O  hear  my  groaus,  and  bear  my  loads^ 
My  fin.fick  foul  itiakf  ^hole. 

HYMNLXXilL 

Christ's  Fr^e  Grace^  Love^  and  Fity^  to  men* 

I  OUR  worthy  (laughterM  Lamb  thou  art. 
Our  great  High  Pried  indeed^ 
Moft  freely  on  mount  Calvary 
Thou  didft  for  mankind  bleed. 
%  Thy  wounds  thou.mak'ft  our  hiding-|ilacef. 
And  dill  thou  art  our  friend  ; 
When  wrath  purfuM,  thoa  fked'il  thy  Uood 
That  fo  we  might  be  fkreen'd* 

3  For  vileft  men,  and  blackeft  heaitsi 

Thy  wounds  did  freely  bleed ; 
For  well  thon  know*ft  that  of  thy  blood 
Such  fouls  ftand  mofi  in  need* 

4  In  thee  faint  hearts  do  find  fi^port^ 

And  troubled  minde  get  peace : 
From  thee  poor  hunf|ry  fouls  get  food, 
And  wounded  fpints  eafe* 

5  The  bruifed  reed  thou  never  breaks, 

But  blow  it  to  a  flame  \ 
Thou  wilt  not  quench  the  fi&oking  flax, 
But  firengthen  dolt  the-fame. 

6  Had'ft  thou  left  faints,  fure  they  had  ftay'd 

With  men  on  earth  that  dwell  ; 

Thy  free  grace  them  diilkguifhed, 

Or  they  had  dwelt  in  hell. 


7  To 
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y  To  tliy  free  love  I  ftce,  O  Lamb, 
For  fcarlet  finnevi^flaiD, 
To  free  me  of  my  loads  of  ^tH, 
And  eafe  me  of  my  pain* 

8  Thou  lay'fl,  belieye^  and  on  me  refl. 

And  you  (hall  gnd  relief : 
Thy  promife  fweet  I  would  beliere  j 
L6rd^  help  my  unbeHef. 

9  On  thy  blood  only  I  rely, 

As  dotb  thy  gofpel  call : 

The  great  atonement  I  tcceiye, 

"Which  faves  believers  all. 

f 

HYMN    LXXIV; 

Thfi  Angbls  SonpM 

I  HOW  fweetly  did  the  angels  fin^ 
At  Chrift's  nativity ! 
Let  Adam's  race  take  up  their  bymi!. 
And  praife  God  chearfuUyl 
Haiielujab,  Hatkhijab^ 
Halieiujab^  Amkn. 
9  M  glory  he  to  God  ok  bigh^ 
And  peace  be  on  tbe  earibs 
Henpefortb  goad-mil  fio^  beap^n  to  fHiff^  ' 
Becaufe  of  Jefu's  birth.  - 

ffallelujab,  fitc  ' 

3  We  more  than  angels  ought  to  praife  : 

For,  tho»  they  fee  God*s  face. 
With  ranfomM  men  they  have  i^o  fhare 
In  God*s  redeeming  grace. 
Hallelif/ab,  &c. 

4  Hofanna  to  king  David*t  Son, 

And  to  king  David's  Lord, 
Our  dear  God-man,  our  gloribtts  Piijcft. 
Who  heaven  to  us  reftot^d. 
Halle/ujabf  &c.   -        '   ' 

5  Let  men  ^nd  angels  praifif  ttTe  Lamb, 

Ev'n  Jefus  Cfarid;  ojir  Lord  j 
Let  men  his  flripes  and  wounds  for  them 
With  thankful  beart$  recotti.  * 

Hallelujabi  &€• 

4  D  ^ 


5tt  Hpans  m  ihe  L^w 

6  Becaufe  he  dy?d,  God  Inth  titm  ni^'d 
And  glorify'd  on  high:  ^ 

Him  all  the  heavenly  hoils  ftdor(?| 
And  praife  eternally. 
HaUeiujab^  &c* 

7  Chri(l*s  rifing  doth  us  juftify  j 

And  his  afcent;  to  God 
Doth  find  us  room  iwith  faints  to  fing,     , 

And  ever  praife  his  blood*  ... 

Hallelujah^  &c. 

8  We  fee  thee  now  at  Qod?s  right  hand ; 

Lord,  draw  us  up  to  thee,  '* 

To  triumph  ever  in  thy  love. 
And  all  thy  glory'  fee.       ' 

Hallelujah^  Hallelujah^ 

1}allelujah^  Amen,  '    '     . 

HYMN    LXXV, 

Mdresi  to  the  Father.. 

J  O  HEAVENLY  Father,  we  thee  blefi^  ' 
Who  gave  the  Lamb  to  men: 
The  Lamb  we  bleis,  wha  did  fubmi^ 
To  be  for  finners  flain-  - 

%  Thou  pityM  vforins,  and  them  tfd  fpare,^'* 
Yet  fpared  not  thy  Son, 
But  him  did  wouud  and  bruife  to  death. 
For  our  fins  to  atone- 

3  Father  of  mercies,  thro'  Chrifi's  deatli,  *■ 

Thou  pardqn'ft  ei^emies. 
And  fend^il  thy  Spirit  tp  their  ipouk 
With  faith  and  rich  fupplies,        * 

4  Forgive  tbem^  Father^  Cbrift  ert<ie  cry'di 

Ihey  know  not  what  they  do\  .     ^ .    ' 
Forgive  us.  Father j  we  now  cry^j , 
Chrift's  blood  cries  for  us  toQ. 

5  O  Father,  thou  doft  men  purfue       '^ 

With  offers  of  thy  grace  j 
And,  when  refusM,  thuu  oft  repeats 
Thy  gofpel  terms  of  peace. 
O  With  many  motives  thou  haft  try'd 

Our  backward  hearts  to  win  :     •  ' 

Thy  Spirit  with  patience  drives  to  iave 
'  Men  from  the  powV  of  ^jXt  7  Of 


y  Of  tby  forbearance  tnd  free  gtace 
A  monument  I  ami ; 
And  ftill  thou  calPft  «ie  to  embrace 
Thy  facrificcd  Lamb. 

8  Great  love  !  that  1  who  fpurn'd  thy  IJMlce  !  . 

Thy  powV  and  wrath  defyM-, 
Should  mercy  have  proclaimed  to  me. 
Thro'  thy  Son  crucify'd# 

9  O  let  not  men  abufc  thy  grace. 

To  (in  becauiie  thou'rt  good  ; 
Fill  all  our  heai:ts  with  grief  and  (banw 
That  w^  thy  grace  withftood. 

K.  B.  the  seven  foi/owtr/g  l^ymas  ar0  camf^osed  maiply  fir 
young  persons^ 

HYMN    LXXVI. 

A  Song  for  Young  Oni:s' 

J  AWAKE,  ye  .little  ones,  and  fing 
The  honours  of  the  I,amb  s 
Let  every  child  prepare  a  fong 
To  God  our  S^viour'^  name^ 

2  Onr  gloripus  Redeemer  is 

Moft  worthy  tp  receive  ,    . 

Our  thanks  and  praife  continually,     .    . 
Yea,  more  than  we  can  give* 

3  May  his  great  love  fink  in  our  beactSir 

And  ev«rn)ore  abide ; 
Since  for  us  children,  finners  vile, 

The  great  iMMA^iufiL  dy^d. 
.4  How  hot  and  flaming  was  his  love/ 

Tbat  made  him  inter pofe  .     ^ 

His  naked  bread,  to  take  the  ibroke 

For  us  who  were  his  foes  ! 

5  May  our  hearts  burn  with  love  to  lum 

Thro*  all  etcrn;ty  5 
Since  out  of  burning  love  to  us, 
Chrift  on  the  ctofs  did  die. 

6  We  blefs  the  Lord,  who  hath  to  babes 

This  glorious  truth  rcveal'd,  ;     ' 

Salvation  thro'*  Chrift  crucify'*d^ 
From  wifer  minds  cpnce^l'd. 

7  From 


39^  HfmMs^  on  tbt  Im$ 

J  From  mtny  is  this  treafare  hid  ; 
But  thoa  liaft  led  our  eyes 
Unto  the  pleafant  gofpel  field,  ». 
Where  this  blefi  treafore  lies* 
8  By  faith  and  meditation 

Here  will  we  walk  and  dig. 
Till  we  make  rich,  and  neVr  be  put 
From  creatures  more  to  beg* 

HYMNf   LXXVII, 
jf  Song  for  Children. 

1  A  LITTLE  child,  O  Lord,  I  am  j 

I  flrength  and  wifdom  want : 
I  come  to  thee,  who  canfi  them  both 
In  little  children  plant. 

2  A  willing  child  that  comes  to  thee, 

Thou  fiiy'fty  thon'lt  not  caft  out : 
Thou  bowels  haft  of  God  and  man. 

Why  therefore  (bould  I  doubt  > 
9  Thy  gofpel-offers  reach  to  aU^ 

And  namely  to  the  young ; 
Thy  words  left  on  record  are  livneety 

How  charming  is  thy  tongue  ! 

4  ^  O  come  to  me,  ye  burdeaM  foals, 

**  With  guilt  and  fears  oppreft  \ 
^  By  faith  your  burdens  on  me  caft, 
'*  And  I  will  give  yott  reft. 

5  *^  Your  willing  necks  bend  to  my  yok^ 

*^  Yield  to  my  government, 
"  And  imitate  my  holy  life  \ 
'*  And  this  yoiTll  nc*cr  repent* 

6  ^^  I'm  meek*  and  lowly,  learn  from  me 

*'  A  meek  and  lowly  mind  ^ 
*^  And  thus  your  weary  reftlcft  fouls. 
"  Shall  reft  and  quiet  find. 

7  «  My  yoke  to  you  (hall  eafy  prove, 

"  My  burden  alfo  light ; 
^'  For  wifdom's  ways  are  pleafimtaeis, 
^*  And  all  her  paths  are  right.** 

8  Lord,  I  believe  thy  iaithfol  words. 

Thy  offers  I  embrace  ; 
Thine  offices  I  do  accept,    , 
And  thank  thee  for  thy  grace| 


HYMN 


nntiSt^mngi^  ofCbtifi.  S^t 


HYMN   LXXVIII. 

j1  Song  for  Toung  Verfons. 

X  WE  mourn  that  converts  are  fo  few  : 
Cattfe  fouls  like  doves  fiee  home. 
Make  converts  fall  Hke  tnoraing  dew  ; 
0  let  thy  Kingdom  come, 

2  O  Spirit  of  coiivi6tion»  flrive 

With  thofe  of  tender  years. 
And  caufe  thy  darts  pierce  all  our  hearts, 
And  melt  us  into  tears^ 

3  Diicover  iin  in  its  bitck  hue, 

That  we  may  it  deteft  } 
And  let  us  fee  God^s  remedy, 
Chrift^s  wounds,  wherein  to  reft* 

4  Thou  empties  firft  whom  thoU  doft  fill  ^ 

Cads  down  whom  thou  doft  raife  *, 
Thou  quickens  whom  the  kw  doth  kill. 
And  glorifies  free  grace« 

5  Lord,  make  thy  light  unto  me  ihine, 

To  ihew  me  what  T  am ; 
That  I  am  loft,  without  the  blood 
Of  Chrift,  the  worthy  Lamb. 

6  Take  this  rebellious  heart  of  mine, 

And  bathe  it  in  thy  blood  : 
In  it  fet  up  thy  throne  and  reign  ;  '        ' 
Pull  down  what  thee  withftood* 

7  O  com'rades  dear,  bring  all  your  hearts 

While  young  unto  the  Lamb  } 

No  longer  keep  him  from  his  right, 

-Since  for  our  hearts  he  came. 

8  Who  elfe  deferres  o«ir  loire  but  fae, 

His  blood  that  freely  i^lt, 
To  fave  our  fouls  £rom  juftice*  fword, 
And  purge  away  our  guilt  ^ 

HYMN   LXXIX. 

-^  Song  for  Children. 

I  I  READ  my  Saviour  did  come  down 
A  little  child  to  be. 
And  on  the  crois  did  (hed  his  blood 
For  children  fuch  as  me  )* 

2  That 


I 

±  That  to  this  foantain  all  may  come^  .   /^ ,       ' 

Their  (buls  to  cleanfe  fxbm.  fi(i, 
Lord,  grant  mt  faith  t?  apply  this  blQod^ 
And  barthe  Iny  foul  therein. 

3  *Ti$  little  that  I  knou*  of  thee, 

My  crucified  Lord, 
Thy  Spirit  fend  to  teach  me  wottt  .  .  n  .       .  i'. 

Out  of  thy  bleffcd  word.  -^  . 

4  Lord,  in  thy  word  thou  ^alls  us  all 

To  Gome  to  thee  and  live :  .  ^  .' 

I  come  to  thee  with  all  my  i  guilt  i  , 
My  foul  cleanfe  and  forgive. 

5  My  nature  change,  my  l\Mrt  renew  ^ 

No  good  can  1  perform  ^ 
Tm  weak ^  but  yet  my  Surety's  ftroQg  ; 
O  help  the  fcebJc  worm., 

6  Lord^  in  thy  firength  I'll  change  mj  cpurfe  2         .  \ 

O  plant  grace  nae  within, 
And  purify  my  little  heart 

From  ev'ry  luft  and  fin.  ..   ,  . 

7  Thou  art  my  Shepherd  ^  lead  mc  ori^ 

Let  me  not  go  aftray  : 
In  thy  fweet  ways  oaufe  me  to  walk^. 
And  thee  with  love  obey. 

8  A  humble,  meek  and  loving  framt 

Into  my  heart  implant : 
Help  me  by  faith  on  thee  to.  lean  .      -  i. 

For  ev'ry  grace  I  want*  », 

.'■•'.■  I 

HYMN   LXXX*  *  \ 

A  Song  for  Young  Ohei»  J 

i  THE  gofpel  found  doth  reach  our  ears|  • .  "^  I 

Let  young  ones  all  rejoice  :  .     . 

The  words  are  charming  we  do  hear, 
^      *Tis  Jefu's  melting  voice  : 

2  **  Com^  unto  me,  iiicline  your. ear  t 

Hear,  and  your  fouls  (hail  live  : 
A  cove D ant  V\\  make  with  you^ 
And  all  your  fins  forgive,'* 

3  My  fireaming  blood  ihalL  pu^ge.  avvay .       .    .  / 

The  guilt  of  all  your  fin  j  ,   ^  ^ 

My  Spirit's  warm  enliv'oing  b<ji?tv»  ij-.   j. 
Shall  life  beget  withia*  ,  ,     .?   .{" 


I 

I'll  ! 


4  lUi  be  yottr  righteo«racii  atfd  tttngd^  ^ 

1^1  lead  you  on  the  way^  ' 

Till  you  arHve  in  beaVtt  at  kftgtk,     ' 
And  dwell  with  me  for  ay* 

5  We  gladly  hear  our  Stinoor's  toioe^ 

Which  bids  us  finners  Hre  :     * 
Caufe  our  dry  bones  begin- 1»  Mr^ 

To  us  thy  Spirit  give.  »   •     .,  ^ 

6  There's  none  o«^  fiemlr dd fnifl  but  tllee|  'i  - 

On  earth  there  is  not  oite,  ' 

Our  panting  heartstdefit^  Co  ilStf  > 

But  God  in  Chrift  i^ne«     '  ^  • 

7  That  creatures  got  our  thoughts  in  youths 

We  heartily  Mnoan : 
Now  we  thee  qhu^,  reqerve^  and,  loro^ 
To  thee  we  live  alone. 

8  What  (hall  I  Miniti^iCto  my  Godf 

For  all  his  gifts  to  me»  * 
And  for  Im  gSft  uAfpeak-abltfy       -      '- 
The  Lamb  for  us  to  cHef    * 


jf  Song  fgr  X(^ifm  f^rfrflfii,     .     '    \    " 

t  To  Jcst^^s  band  we  dtreonnnt    - 

The  light  and  love  we  haves   ''*'-' 
PrerervA  andf  cheHfli  that  in  u*       V     ' 
Which  thy  good  Spirit  gafVie.     ^  " 
il  New-lifted  foldiers  we're  to  theef^ 
Our  Captain  wife  and  i^ron^ : 
We're  fworti  to  fight  againit  thy  fberj  ^  ^ 
To  thy  camp  wc  belong* 

3  For  us  Chrift  fought;  he  pNilPd  us  front        '"     ' 

Sin^  fatan»  death  and  Hell : 
The  battle  coft  him  ntany  wottiird$-|' 
But  lo !  it  ended  well. 

4  His  garments  were  aH'ftainM  fHttsBbotf;^  '    '^ 

But  ne'er  did  ^uit,  the  geld  :' 
His  love  hath  ovcreoihe  our  foulr^  .^.  ... 

And  causM  our  wills  tor  yicld^; 

5  Let  foldiers  all  their  Captain  ptaife^         "'       '       ' 

Their  General  fd  brave, 
Who  fought  and  dy*d,  and  rofe  ataiffi ' 

Their  precious  fouls  to  £nrc;. 
Vbfe*  I V«  ,  4  S  6  GUc 


6  Our  Lamb  al^ile  bath  V9iiq\}?iA«d  '  .      . :    .  -  ^ 

Helps  roaring  lions  all  i .  <    ^  • 

Unto  him  then  l^t  thapj^s.b^^iv'n  ♦    ..  ,  '     ;. 

By  youni;  ones  great^and  fmalU'  .,,.'.  ih 

7  O  that  I  kni-w  bpw,  to  the  I»amb.  -.7.  ^  > 

My  thankfulncfs  to.fliew  I       ,  : 
Then  do  his  will,  find  io  no  ill;  .       /.  . 
Or  fin  yourfelf allow*  ',  ... 

8  May  to  the^  Lamb  that,  once  wa^flaLot^         •   ..      \  *■    ^ 

Be  praife  and  glory  giv'n   .  .   ^    ,  *        .       <.   » 
.  By  all  that  dwell  upon; the. ^e4rtHf. ..;        .,    ^         v) 
And  all  the  hofls  of  heav'a,      :     .  ^  .    • . 

'      HYMN    LXXXIL        \  ...   ' 
^  Song  for  Young  Converts.  ,   '~ 

1  DEAR  Lamb,  thou;  h^fttfcymyftpiies    ;  .    ^ 

Unto  us  babes  reveal'd:.     •.     ^    '.■        :         .  , 

The  weak  thou  takes,  and  kf  ep$  tby/trutb^ 

From  wifer  minds  concj^^rd.       ,.;....:    s 

2  The  natural  man  cannot  conceive 

Things  which  the  Spirit^fea^fa  J 

£at  us  thou  makes  know  |t^d  believe 

The  truth*  thy  fervants  preach. ' 

3  More  bleft  than  many  4:ightequs; men  ^  ■ . ,         .     ^,  j^    . 

Are  we  in  go^el-ds^^ ;    :  -,  ,  ^  /    , , 
What  things  they  fought^  w^  find  in  Qiu^  ^  r  - 
To  his  free  love  be  praife.^.  .    .,» 

4  With  other  children  in  the  road.  ,     .     »        < 

To  hell  we  lately  wept :   •_        ,  .   .  .        ; 

From  pity,  thou  thy  Spirit  fc||t,,  .     .   .   \' 

Our  ruin  to  prevent.  .  , 

5  To  upper  wor^s  we're Jielp^4  ^<>  ZH  .^  ^    *.          - 

With  thole  of  heavenly  bifthj|.  ,,    ^     "  ; 
While  others  chufe  to  (lay  below,  : 

And  fcek  their  blifs  on  eaxtb*  .,  ,  j,     ,  :  ;  ;  j 

6  May  we  each  (empting  ndce  avojbd^ .  ,  \ . 

And  no  inore  entertain,  .,  ,         , 

.Thofe  .fins  and  lufts  by  which  the  X«9mb 
Was  crucify'd  and  flain. 
'f.li  in  our  youth  thou  call'ft  ui  off 
From  this  uncertain  ftage. 
O  give  us  now  of  heavily  hlifs 
A  foul  comfbrtihg  pledgq. 


and  Sufftri^gs  "ofXSiHsK  *  jf^^^ 

9  If  longer  thouinrilt  keep  us  hipre. 
Be  with  us  aH  our  days  ;         ' 

Fit  us  to  hop<mr  thee  on  earth| 

And  fing  in  heav'n  thy  praifc. 

HYMN    LXXXIIL  '  ^  -^     /^   ^ 
Blood  and  Water  from  Qhu^tH  ^i^^e*  i,   ^-j^ 
I  AS  our  Redeemer  undertook,  :  ;  :     : 

For  us  he  fatisfied  :  .  *  ., 

On  Calvary  he  bore-our  guilt,  '  ■     t.  '  <.     ' 

There  on  the  crofy  he  dy'd.  '  '      '  ^ 

.  %  There  we  may  fee  fro'm  his  picrc*d  fidQ        ' 
The  mixed  current  flow- 
Of  blood  and  water,  for  to  wa(h  .^ 

Black  finners  white  as  foow.  .    ;         i      '         * 

3  It  needful  was  Chrift's  fidi  and  Kearf'    *   '''  '  '  -    '  ^. 

Should  pour  a  double  flood  ;  '  '  -        J  '    — ' 

By  water  wc  are  purify 'd,    '        %•      :    Jr^-i  -  t 

And  par4pn'4  ^y  ^^^  blood.  .  ,  ^ , 

4  O  pierced  Lamb,  with  pity  view  p*-'*     ;•     '  '*'   ' 

My  woful  fpots  and  ftafns  ;       '    •      -^        ^  ^^ 

And  with  that  fldod  thetH  orcrfldw  •"  ;      '         ?  // 

Which  from  all  fin  doth  clcanfeJ. . '  '     -  ^'  '  *'' 

5  May  I  get  faith  to  ufe  that  blood  . 

That  dreamed  from  thee,  my  Lord  f  ■^"  "  '    '"   '    - 
No  comfort  have  I  in  the  earth  '       •;     -  -/' 

But  what  thy  wounds  afford.   ;    '  y     '    • 

6  Grant  la ving  faith,  thee  to' receive  J    -    '  i     •—  .v^ 

My  unbelief  remove  :  * 

«  May  I  thy  fuff*rings  all  record,  *     \    '    ' 

With  faith  that  works  by  love.  *' 

7  Let  faith  be  waxing  flronger  ftill, 

To  count  the  world  but  drofs,     ^    •  \ 

To  hate  the  mpft  beloved  fin, 

And  nail  it  to  tl$e  crofs;  v 

8  Author  of  faith,  to  t\iee  we  look,  '    ' 

For  faith  Wiend  but 'cry*:  "    -  - 

The  gift  of  faith  unto  us  graiit,     "'     '  "  ^       '       " 
Our  fouls  without  it  die. 
4  E  a 


HYMN    LXXXIV; 

4  Dialogue  hefwixt  fOgrifhs^ 

Men* 
1  TELL  uf,  O  wpmep  {bjourwn* 
Unro  what  place  ye  go ! 
Apd  why  yon  do  iiot  ieem  eontdot^ 

To  ftay  on  eaith  below  \  .  ,       :>  . 

WoMElI*   . 

it  All  creatures  here  we  eoipty  find 
They  can^c  fupply  onr  iVRnts  &    , 
We  go  to  Chrifl  eboircvQur  blife, 
To  praife  him  with  tlie  (aints* 

■  .  M.     ■'..,-. 

3  Have  you  not  wany  friend*  on  card^     ... 

Who  with  you  {jinpathi^e  i 
Cannot  your  earthly  cotnfovlslMff  ^ 

Your  hearts  to  ftay  entice  } 
W. 

4  Wejy  pilgrims  heve»^fl^V  notnvr  bomf  i:  . 

V^iph  makes  us  Ibog  to  b«  ^   .v 

Where  Chrift  oujr  feicud  dvf •lis  i^ritb  Ui  l»Ot*^< 
And  they  him  g^Q^ifie^ 

M» 
JJ  Why  don't  yon  feel^  ypiir  |f  enfup^  |Mf€«  -^  *  ;- 

With  others  in  the  land»  , 

Who  fecB?  well  pltas*d  with  fcpfaal  ihiogsi^    .  _, 

And  fomethiog  in  tbw  band? 
W. 
^  Oar  treafure  Chriillaid  np4il>0¥et  ■        ^^  Cj  ^ 

He  dearly  bought  ^IMT  hUis  )> 
His  bipod's  the  price  5  ntyi  Ct^li^  hinifetC.       >        1    . 
Our  bleffed  trcafiirf  i^-   .  ,   \    '        .   j        .    . 

M» 
•        .'}       ?     •  ■ 

7  Since  Chrift  your  treafure  is  'i^  h«aven«  .        -  :  >         ^ 

Your  hearts  muft  moiint  iriwyc;         .  ' 

Things  earthly  will  not  (uit>yo|ir  mi^dv  '      - 

you  muft  be  where  you  lovCi  .  -  ..    t 

w. 

I  A  fight  of  Jefu*8  love,  and  bloQ4  ~   c 

Down  ftreaming  from  the  cro&^ 
Makes  all  things  to  us  here  belovf  1 

Appear  as  dung  and  drofi*  .... 

■      ,'  "  M. 


M. 
9  Let  pilgrims  here  |oin  heaTn*!  boils,  r 

And  hallelujahs  £q^ 
To  him  tnat  fits  ti|boa  the  throne^ 
And  to  the  Lamb  our  Kinr* 

w.  ' 

|0  Hofanna^s  of  the  high«ft  ^iin 

To  heayen*9  Kingf  be  giv^o^  - 

Our  Saviour-God,  who  caihe  to  mea 
With  news  of  peace  frosa  heav^a« 

HYMK    LXXXV*\ 

M. 
S  DEAR  fellow-pilgrims  we  arc  gla4  /    —    '  r 

To  find  you  in  the  rbkd 
That  leads  to  new  jerufalemi    '  *     "  - " 

The  city  of  ouc  Gbci.  ^4    ♦ 

W.      . 
9  Straight  tp  that  city  we  would  go,  ^  r 

But  we  have  little  ftreogth  ;         ' 
Ah  !  in  the  way  we  move  but  flow  ; 

fain  would  we  come  your  leogth^  ,} 

Bli  .♦ 

^  O  hafie  unto  that  chy  fiu?. 

The  Bridegroom  waits  for  jou: 
}{e?ll  clothe,  heMl  wed^  and  feat  yoik  there  | 
Tnift  him,  his  word  isiriie. 

4^  Our  faith  is  weak,  our  grace  is  iibai(t» 
In  God*s  ways  we  but  cretq^^ 
Oar  fins  us  clog,  and  tears  we  want  > 

for  them  to  mourn  and  weep. 
■  M-      . 

5  Seek  for  God^s  Spirit  yow  to^  draw. 
And  caufe  you  run  with  fpeed  : 
By  faith  Chrift's  fulnefs  ftiUspply  y 
There  youUl  get  what  you  need« 
W. 
€  Lord,  draw  us,  and  thick  donds  di(pel, 
Set  heaven  in  ourfig%t| 
Remove  our  doubts,  giant  tern  fapfiiie^ 
Of  divine  heat  and  light*        • 

7  Tho* 


u 


598.  ffj^t  tft^  ih  fxM 

M- 

7  Tho*  doubts  perpleic  ycda^  hwe  bcla^  * 

No  clouds  you'll  find  above  5        ?   •         •  '^  ^    -^ 
There  in  God's  ligh^  we  light  ihall  ice,  .n  ^'  . 

Where  light  is  matched  with  lov^-    >?      '^i  »  '^     J 
W. 

8  Unto  that  land  of  lighft  and  love  '  '  •  ;  '  i-  '  r 

We'll  hafte,  Chrift's  face  to  view  ^  .      ^     '^    \ 
We  long  to  (hare  his  heafv'nly  fruits,         ••  'J 

Which  ftill  continue  new.  -         «  i  * 

M. 
^  Hofanna  to  king  I>Bvjd's  Son, 
And  to  king  David.'s  Lord ; 
His  lo^e  pfoclaim  whole  fide  was  pierc'd| 
Whofe  bands  ^nd  feet  were  bor'd.  ,  ; 

w.        ■      •     ■  ■'    r  . 

10  To  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gfaoil,         v 

One  God  in  Perfons  Three,  t* 

Who  Qs  fa1vat]on<  brought  when  lo%    >        ;  ^     <  t 
Still  praifes  fing  will  we. 

J 
HYMN    LXXXVI. 

y?  Dialogue,     '.  '/' 

1  COME,  waiting  yirgias,  join  with  Ut  _) 

To  praife  our  glorious  King : 
In  harmony  lift  up  youryoicc  }  .:       ,  t 

Daughters  of  Zion  fing*  1 

.  W;-  M 

2  The  invitation  we  accept  ^  , 

To  fing  of  Zion^s  King  j 
To  us  no  earthly  buiirte^ 
Can  fo  much  pleafure  brin|^;  - 
M. 

3  O  virigin-fouls,  the  Bridegroom  corner 

The  match  to  cQufummate :  *       >  ".   ^  ^   -t 

Buy  oil  in  time^  and  trim  your  lamps  y 

For  him  look  out  and  wait,  •    •  ' 

W. 
^  Our  lamps  we^ll  trim,  and  look  for  Chrifl  \ 

Let  flcep  from  us  bedriv'n  :  •  . ' 

In  watching  we  will  jbin  yon  here,  ^        . 

And  join  your  fongs  in  hcav*n# 

^  5  We»H 


m. 

$  We'll  jointly  cry,  **  The  cte«to«cV  Taio  j  :  *  - 

O  Lamb  there ^s  none  but  theje 
Among  the  angeU,  or  the  faints, .  ^    ,  ..    • 
Our  fouls  can  fatisfie,"  -  *  "j 

W. 

6  Good  caufe  have  we  |41fo  tmcvfti      i 

The  Lamb  appearM  our  Inend-;  :  . ,      . 

When  wrath  for  fin  did  burn  like  fi^Q, 

He  from  the  flame,  us  fk.reen'4*  .  'I  :. 

M.      ' 

7  Come,  hear  Chtift's  dyiflg  cnes  and:groaA|^ 

When  nailed  to  the  crofs  >     .    :  .    ' 

Come,  fee  htm  tpi  wkh  blood  and  wooads^  «     r  < .' 
When  bearing  wrath  for.  us*  .;  ... 

W. 

8  Our  great  delight  it  fiill  to  pry 

Into  Chrill's  wounds,  /9ad  crofs.:* 
Compared  with  this  haj^tnofs^ 
iUl  things  we  count  as  drofs«.  v 
M. 

9  Sifters,  love  Chr4|ir  be  not  afi9iid   ' 

Of  law's  curfc,  death  or  hell.: 
Chrift  bought  your  fouls,  and  paid  your  debt. 
And  you  in  p«ac«  may  dw«ll«    /  ^ 

w. 

10  Chrift  alfo  bought  your  UUrrly  .       . 

To  be  God's  fons  andhein^    .    > 
And  you  may  Abba  FatheiLcry^ 

When  you  fencfup  your  pcay'r/i.  , 

HYMN    LXXXVIL. 

^  DlAtbGUE. 

I  b  WOMEN,  what  think,yc  of  Chrift  ? 
Is  he  not  white  and  ffur  i  , 

Can  any  thing  you  fee  on  «arth 
With  GodiH  dear  Lamb  compare  i 
Wi.  .    . 
Si  Created  things  are  vanity  > 

In  heav*n  or  earth  there's  none 
Our  panting  fouls  defire  to  fee 
Su(  God  in  Chrift  ^lonev 

.  3  Do 


•W. 

3  Bo  you  loi^e  C&ilft  toferVe  and'  p«tffc# 

More  than  the  tHiiigs  »f  fenfe  ? 
What  do  you  think  of  Wittom'a  if  ay$  ? 
'  What's  your  experience  \ 

w. 

4  Chrift's  fervice  is  an  eafy  yoke4 

We  feel  his  burden  light  j 
And  fwcetly  iik  his  ways  w«  ren^ 
When  his  love's  tn  our  %ht; 
M 

5  Bleft  thef  who  foe  Chriil'*  tev*  to  them 

In  his  fore  agonie ; 
And  tn  the  Oripesi  whieh  be  endurM 
Their  fouls  from  fin  to  free, 
W* 

6  "  Caft  not  away  your  confidence,'* 

But  truil,  and  flill  mamtain 
The  Lamb  is  our  inhfrrftan^ci. 

He  for  our  iini  was  fiain*       •     -*  - 

7  "  No  condemnation  you  fhfttl  know 

Who  in  Chrift  Jcfus  aret'' 
His  daughters  lodge  in  }efu%  wounds^ 
And  phick  you  hanee  who  dare  i  . 
•W.  [ 

8  With  him  we  clofe,  with  him  we  cleaVe^ 

Who  bled  to  make  u»  freo      ■ 
From  fin  and  hell,  a«d  bought  u«4rfe-  .  ^ 

By  dying  on  the  ttee^ 

M* 

9  Sure  nothing,  then,  which  you  do  aik 

§h^ll  to  you  be  deiny'dLj 
When  you  on  fcriptur^-grounds  can  plead^ 
The  Lamb  for  you  hath  dy^d* 
W* 

10  We  truft  we've  found  th<  Pearl  o^f  pric^^ 

Which  us  enriched  bath  : 
In  him  well  joy,  and  him  we-'tt  praife, 
Both  in  our  Ufe  and  death. 

MITMN 


MwiStffmngs  pfCfyrip.  ^t 


HYMN    LXXXVIIL 

^DXALOGUX. 

..    M. 
r  REJOICE,  O  women,  for:  tbc  Lanib 
Your  great  High  Prieft  ii  madje : 
He  wept,  he  bled,  to  buy  for  you 
A  crown  that  (hall  not  fade. 
W. 

2  With  fympathy  his  pains  we  feel 

He  fuflfer'd  .on  the  tree,    . 
And  all  the  anguifh  he  endured 
Our  fouls  from  hell  to  free, 
M. 

3  What  causM  the  flaming  fword  tofirike* 

And  wound  his  foul  fo  fore, 
And  put  him  to  fuch  grief  and  pain  ^ 
Was  it  our  fins  he  bor?  ? 
W. 

4  We  blame  not  Pilate,  nor  the  Jews  j 

But  we  our  grief  renew 
"*  For  all  our  fins  in  heart  and  life, 
Since  they  out;  Saviour  flew. 
M. 

5  Mourning  with  you,  we'll  view  the  Lamb    . 

As  (IretchM  upon  the  crofs. 
Who  never  aikM  to  be  relieved  '   . 

Till  he  atonM  for  us, 

W.  •     .'    V 

6  Let's  kill  fin  too^  that  flew  the  Lamb  } 

His  laws  let  us  approve  ; 
Conformity  we'll  feek  to  him  j 
His  faints  pur  hearts  do  Jove* 
M. 

7  Let's  take  Christ's  blood,  fin  to  fubdue, 

And  wafti  out  ev'ry  fl:ain  : 
Lord,  do  not  turn  away  thy  fade 
For  fpots  which  may  remain. 
W. 

8  Lord,  lead  us  daily  to  this  blood, 

To  give  us  peace  within  j 
And,  that  our  peace  may  lading  be, 

Our  confcience  purge  from  fin. 
Vol.  IV.  4  F  9  Let's 


I  •- 

\  M.  . 

9  Let^ji  go  to  prtife  the  Lamb  above, 

And  ia  his  prefeiice  dwell, 
Who  hath'  redeem^  us  by  his  blood 
From  all  the  pOw'rs  of  hell* 
W.  . 

10  We'll  go  and  jdn  the  angeh  Ibng, 

To  praife  the  worthy  Lamb  :  * 

That  he  is  worthy  of  all  pow'r 
We'll  evermore  proclaim. 

HYMN   LXXXIX* 

2Vi/^  Britons  Tbanhfgivtng  for  tbttr  Dr- 
liverance  frohi  Fopery  and  Slavery » 

X  LET  BFiti(h  hearts  and  tongues  blcfs  God,* 
And  in  his  name  rejoice  ; 
AH  Proteftants^  come  flng  aloud. 
And  make  a  joyful  noife. 
Hallelujah^  Hallelujah* 
Hallelujah.  A  mem* 

2  Praife  God  for  kindnefs  to  this  ifle, 

And  to  our  native  land, 
Who'  made  the  battle  on  us  (imiley 
And  fav'd  us  by  his  hand. 
'  Hallehtjab^  &c. 

3  In  mercy,  God  preferves  our  crown 

In  the  reformed  line  5 
French  fchemcs  and  projeds  he  breaks  down 
When  hell  and  Rome  combine. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

4  Papifls  and  maflsLed  Proteftants 

Still  new  rebellions  try, 
Pop'ry  and  llav'ry  to  advance 
'Gainft  truth  and  liberty. 
Hallelujah  (f.c. 

5  Rome's  friends  do  plot  and  fight  in  vain, 

Them  Zion's  King  doth  fee  ; 
His  gofpel  pure  he  doth  maintain, 
And  gives  us  vidory. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

6  To  two  Prince  Williams,  under  God, 

Great  Britain  ilands  in  debt : 

Thcj 


Thej  fiopt  ber  foes  liere  land  abroad : 
JL,et  God  the  gloty  g«t. 
Halielujab,  &c. 

7  He  rais'd  and  bleft  tbem ;  lii»  jbrong  hand 

Our  laws  and  rigbtt  raaintaiDS.:  , 

He  keips  his  gofpcl  in  the  laaid. 
Us  frees  from  rack  and  chains. 
HalUIujdb^  &c. 

8  We  thank  Gqd,  we're  in  Britain  born,  " 

And  not  in  France  or  Spalo, 
Or  nations  who  the  (^ofpel  fcorn. 
And  worfhip  pure  diidain* 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah^ 
Hallelujah y  Amej*. 

.   HYMN  Xa 
ANOTHER. 

1  CHRIST  fee*  his  chiuccb  in  all  her  ftraits 

And  hears  his  pe,ople'«  cries. 
The  ptets  of  foes,  however  clo£e« 
Are  all  before  his  eyes. 

2  When  Antichrift,  with  all  his  trwin, 

Ra%e  Zion  gutte^  does  cry  ;     ^ 
jHer  mighty  King  above  doth  reign, 
And  all  theii:  xagc  defy. 

3  Let  Britain  ne'er  forget  h©r  God, 

Who  guards  her,  and  prefiwrves. 
Religion,  laws  and  liberties  ^  ' 
Snnites  not  as  ihe  deferves. 

4  Ah  Lord,  our  land's  proinoking  fids 

Call  for  a  fecond  flood-: 
A  deluge  fend  from  Calvary, 
To  drown  them  in  thy  blood* 

5  To  Britain  true  repentance  give. 

On  fleets  and  armies  fmtle  ^ 
Change  hearts  and  lives,'  their  6ms  forgive  ;4^^ 
Abide  ftill  in  oor  iile  4 

6  About  her  be  a  wall  of  fire, 

The  glory  us  among  y 
Proted  us  ftill  from  Ron^ifh  ire, 
And  all  who  would  u$  wrong. 

4  F  2     V  7  Let 


,^^4  Hymns  oniie  Zavi^ 

7  Let  reformation  from  the  throne 

Spread  both  ^mong  rich  and  poor  t 
In  ev'ry  houfc  let  God  be  praisM, 
And  fin  cafl  to  the  door. 

8  What  (hall  we  render  to  our  God 

For  aU  hii  gifts  to  us  ? 
And  for  his  gift  unfpeakabk, 
Chrift  bleeding  on  the  crois  ? 

HYMN   XCI.v 
BtJsiEvtKS  Fooi/  at  Christ^s  7*^^/4?. 

1  THE  angch  bright  abpve 

Do  not  partake  this  food  «  . 
They  feaft  upon  their  Maker^s  love, 
But  not  a  Saviour^s  blood. 

2  Here  Chrift  his  flock  dotb  feed 

With  food  of  rarcft  kind»» 
Pardon  and  peace  bought  with  his  bloody 
Moil  fit  for  troubled  minds. 

3  1*11  feed  and  wafh  .soe  clean  ...       i 

In  flreams  of  Jcfu>  blood :  ,     » 

Lord,  purge  my  foul. from  ev'ry.ilaln  ..      '• 

.  In  that  foul.cl^anfiQg  flood.  ^..   ,  .^.^    ■    '    - 

4  God's  pity  X  admirjc.:  .    .    j  . 

When  wrath  'gainfl:  nouan.  did  (well, 
H«  fent  his  Son  to^be^r  om:  fins,      .       .  .  i 

And  fare  our  fouUicom  bell»  ,  %i     ..... 

5  Father,  regard  thy  Son,. V         V    . 

Who  for  us  intercedes  $  ^^    - 

His  blood  cries  louder  than  our  fins^  . 

And  for  remiflion  pleads*  v  -  /:     ^  . 

6  Thou  iay%  a  feaft  ab9ye  ac    l^ 

Shall  to  thy  flock  b^.  gi^n  y  »     ■    .  •      .  " 
What^s  wanting ,at,th$  table  here         .        *     . 
^hall  be  made  up  in  hciav^n.  .  ,-.    / .  ^ 

7  To  Chrift,  whenth^  aiccjadf      * 

They'll  need  thcfe.ijgns  no  more  ^  .     ^  -  "  , 

They'll  feaft  and  (hare  of  heav'nly,  fare 
Chrift  keeps  for  the;©  in  ftoro.  - . 

8  Lord,  take  me  to  that  feaft, 

Where  1  fliall  fee  thy  fece. 

And  I 

■I 


And  evermore  feed  and  adoife. 
And  blefs  thee  fir  diy  grace. 

HYMN   XCII. 

Christ's  dying  Love  to  be  rememhereJ, 

1  CHRIST  faid,  when  men  fell  under  doooa. 
To  do  thy  w///,  O  God,  I  come  j 

I  freely  come,  I  freely  die. 
For  guilty  men  to  fatisfy, 

2  Thou,  Lord,  for  them  who  hated  thee, 
Didftfhed  thy  blood  abundantly  j 
Thy  foul  for  fin  an  offering  made, 
And  thus  our  dreiadful  debt  was  paid. 

3  That  night  our  Jefus  war  betray* d^  m^ 
He  took,  be  biefs%  he  brake  the  bread^ 

In  mem'ry  of  Chrifl;  crucify'd. 

He  faid,  Do  this,  then.  w«nt  arid  dy'd. . 

4  *•  Do  this,  my  friends,  till  I  return  ; 
Look  on  my  wounds  for  fin,  and  mourn : 
Yet  eat  and  drink  ftill  thankfully  ; 
This  feaft  keep,  and  remember  me*'* 

5  A  moying  fight,  Lord,  here  I  fee. 
My  bleeding  Lamb  nail'd  to  the  tree  : 
May  I,  while  feeding  here,  be  found 

Clofs  prying  into  cv'ry  wound.  ' 

6  Here  is  God's  righteoufnefs  brought  near. 
Clothing  for  naked  fouls  to  wear : 

This  robe,  faith  Chrift,  I  wrought  for  thee  ; 
Come  put  it  on,  remembring  me. 

7  Here's  refuge,  peace,  eternal  life, 
Come  ihare  and  banifti  unbelief : 

My  blood  wipes  out  the  dcepeft  Hain  , 
Feed  on  this  truth,  7he  Lamb  isjlain\ 

8  This  truth  makes  aogels  fall  and  cry, 
How  wondrous  is  this  myftery  ! 
Ten  thoufand  thoufands  do  the  fame, 
Who  miniftcr  before  the  Lamb. 

HYMN   XCIII. 

CHRIST  our  Righteousness  and  the  SouPs  ALL. 

I  CHRIST  feeds  his  flock,  he  calls  their  names, 
His  bofom  bears  the  tender  Lambs : 

Look 


Cq6    '  tfymm  ffttiie  Laif& 

Look  on  the  weak  and  btuHed  rced^: 
Which  from  thee  ftrength  dotb  il^ayi  nen*. 
a  I^m  weak  and  finful,  dear  eft  J-amb  j 
But  come  and  take  me  as  I  am : 

0  wa(h  me  hi  thy  precious  blood. 
And  fo  prefent  me  unto  God. 

3  The  gfofpclnews  my  faith  fattain  :        . 
Which  fay,  for  us  the  Lamb  wa«  flaili : 
To  Jefus  let  the  g:uilty  fly. 
Who  out  of  love  for  men  would  die. 
,  4  **  i  none  dcfire  to  know  bcfidc 

Chrift  Jefus  and  him  crwrify'd.'*  • 

Accept  me  in  his  righceouihefs, 
And  in  my  heart  "his  love  incrcafe. 
3  My  robes  are  Jefu'3  rightcoufocfs,      i'. 
My  foul  is  faircft  in  this  drciit 
Put  on  me  righteoufnefs  dTvinic  ^ 
Say,  Chrift,  with  all  he  bath,  is  mine. 

6  Thy  vifit  would  revive  roy  foul, 

.  Thy  gracious  prcfeuce  makes  me  wboU ; 
Come  down.  Lord,  fhew  thyfelf  to  tne. 
Or  elfe  take  up  my  foul  to  tbce. 

7  When  Chrift  draws  Tiigh,  tbcare's  none  can  move^ 
Nor  part  my  heart  from  bis  fweet  l«vc  ; 

1  tbeii  cry,. "  I llrnot  let .tbee  go, 
Till  from  thee  bleflings  to  inc  flow.'* 

8  I'll  glory  only  in  our  Lord, 

By  whom  our  nature  is  reftoi^'d' : 
On  Jefus  all  my  hopes  depend; 
Lord,  lave  me,  keep  me  to  the  end. 

HYMN    XCIV. 
Christ's  wondrous  Love  and  Blood* 

1  THE  heav''ns  and  earth  do  brightly  (bine,  ' 
With  rays  of  glorious  pow'r  divine  : 
5ut  of  our  mercies  Chrift 's  the  fpring, 
Let  men  his  a6ls  and  battles  fing  j 
His  wondrous  love  that  made  him  die 
For  man  his  mortal  en^my. 

a  Since  finite  off 'rtngs  all  were  vain, 
Of  fin  to  purge  away  the  ftain  j 

.   Chrift  faid,  1  come  ^  factifice 
Thatjuftice  fullyvfatisfics,  j 


Amazing 


,  and  Storings  ofChriit.  6oy 

Amazing  love  that  God  (hotild  die  • 
For  man  his  mortal  enemy  !  ^ 

My  Lord,  amidf^  his  s^goniesy 

His  dying  groans  and  bitter  cries,  ' 

Did  pray  for  us  who  us'd  him  fo, 
"   Father,  they  know  not  what  they  do/' 
Ch  rift's  ]>lood  did  then  for  us  atone, 
And  now  it  pleads  before  the  throne. 
They're  bleft  who  know  their  fins  forgiven. 
In  Jefu's  wounds  they  have  found  heav'n^  • 
With  faith  V\\  view  thy  blood  and  crofs  5 
The  iworld  compared  with,  thee  is  drofs, 
I'll  praife  King  David's  Son  and  Lord, 
And  wifti  him  ev'ry  where  ador'd. 
;  No  angel's  tongue  c^B  ever  tell 
The  glory  of  IromaUuel ; ' 
All  his  love-wonders,  and  his  name. 
Eternity  cannot  proclaim;^ 
Lord,  make  us  meet  with  faints  above. 
To  fing  thy  everlafling  love. 

KYMN    XCV. 
^he  Riches  and  Glory  of  Sa|nts  above* 

:  CHRIST'S  poverty  and  ftatefo  miaa 

For  us^^reat  riches  did  obtain. 

Tho'  ftratigers  here,  and  poor  in  hand. 

We  journey  to  the  promised  land  :    . 

Chrill's  riches  there  are  largely  giv'o  j 

All  wants  ftiall  be  made  up  in  heav'n.    * 
t  In  heav'n  the  King  unvails  his  face. 

Which  makes't  a  glorious  dwelling  place; 

When  (hall  the  happy  minute  come 

I'll  change  my  baniihment  for  home. 

And  mount  and  make  my  bleft  abode 

With  my  dear  Lamb,  my  Lord  and  God  ? 
J  Above  the  faints  for  ever  reft 

In  Jefu's  their  Redeemer's  breaft  i 

In  holinefs  they're  pure  and  white. 

They  fpotlefs  (hine  like  morning  lights 

O  draw  me  up,  the  Lamb  to  fee. 

And  live  with  him  that  dy'd  for  me. 
J  For  us  our  Lord  rofe  from  the  dead, 

And  did  afccnd  his  blood  to  plead  ^ 

The 


feS  Hfmnt  on  ihe  Lovt*,- 

Tfce  Bapkin  left,  when  he  did  rife. 
From  tears  may  wipe  the  mourners  cyes% 
Since  he  hath  got  the  vidorie. 
Sufficient  is  his  grace  for  me. 
5  Let's  wait  till  Chriil  our  judge  appear^    • 
I    And  caufe  the  dead  his  voice  to  hear  ; 
My  abfolutipn  he'll  proclaim^ 
And*  mong  his  (aints  enrol  my  name  } 
He'll  with  his  hands  put  on  my  crown^ 
And  bid  me  on  his  throne  fit  down.^ 

HYMNXCVI. 

The  Lard^s  Veople  feafting  at  his  Table* 

3  JESUS,  thy  feaft  we  celebrate  j 
At  thy  command  the  bread  we  eat 
And  drink  the  citp  of  facred  wine  ^ 
To  fhew  thy  death  thy  friends  combine  ^ 
Do  $his  we  will,  and  fo  prepare 
Ta  meet  thee  coming  in  the  air. 

%  Thy  table  (hews  thy  love  and  grace^ 
And  entertains  our  fouls  with^eace  ; 
Our  hearts  by  right  are  only  thine  j 
PbfTefs  them.  Lord,  wkh  love  divine  ; 
Nail  our  defires  unta  the  crofs  ; 
For  all  beiide  thee  is  but  drofs- 

3  Feed  (buls,  and  on  their  graces  (hine. 
And  all  their  powVs  poffefs  as  thine^ ; 
In  Arength  of  this  meal  let  iis  move 
Towards  the  mount  of  God  above  ^ 
To  feel  thy  po^'r,  to  hear  thy. voice. 
To  tafle  thy  love  is.all  our  choice* 

4  Chriil  made  me  at  his  table  dine, 
He  ravifhM  me  with  love  divine  ; 
He  ^ave  a  taRe  of  future,  blifs  ; 

.   I  faid,  He^ft  mine,  and  I  am  his  } 
All  treafures  here  thou'rt  far  before  ; 
Since  Chrift  is  mine  I  aik  no  more. 

5  My  heart  and  pow'rs  invite  the  King, 
My  tongue  is  loosM  his  praife  to  iing  f 
With  me,  let  all  the  hoils  above 

-    Shew  forth  the  praife  of  matchle&  love  \ 


Jk$u6, 


Jjuos,  poflefi  my  heart  alone,  ^  '  v' 

And  in  me  let  thy  ^iU  be  ioni. 

HYMN  xcvil. 

The  Love  affd/acr^ce  qfOodir* 

i  CHSLIST  Jefas  tha  tamb; 
To  fave  us  he  came  ^ 
His  lore  to  poor  flnners  is  aluvaya  the  fame. 
,  2  The  loye  in  his  breaft 
Cannot  be  expreft  ^ 
l?art  of  it  we'll  utter,  and  wonder  at  the  reft. 

3  When  no  facrifice 
Could  for  man  fufliee, 

Chxift  would  be  inoacoate,  to  pay  his  foul's  pricey 

4  In  fin  men  did  ly, 
None  pardon  could  buy  j 

Love  brought  the  Creator  for  creatures  to  die; 

5  Man  he  would  be  made. 
His  blood. all  would  (bed. 

Even  ly  in  t^e  israve  that  all  might  be  paid* 

6  Ail  6ff'rings  were  yain 
But  Chrift  for  ]w  flain  ( 

This  lacrifice  only  our  peace  can  obtain. 

7  His  dear  Son  God  gave    - 
To  ly  in  a  grave, 

And  wade  thro'  hell's  forrows,  loft  finners  to  iaye. 
,   8  Chrift's  death  mais^cs  us  gaze ! 
Who  can  this  Jove,  praife  I    * 
It  doth  the  blight  angels  and  fainu  all  amaze.    - 
9  Chrift  for  us  was  dead, 
Now  lives  as  our  Head  $ 
tot  us  in  the  heav'ns  bis  blood  he  dQth  plead, 
lo.  £xalted  he  ftandsy 
^hews  his  bleeding  ba^ds  :  ,^ 
Chn&f  having  paid  juftic^,  our  freedom  demand?. 

1 1  Salvation  he  brings,  . 
Which  in  our  ears  rtngs^i      .     ;     ;. 

To  make  us  more  happy  than  great. eafthly  kings^ 

12  Chrift's  blood  we  hear  call  ' 
Atl  forts  great  and  (mall  ^ 

His  wounds  doperfuade  us  in  his  arms  to  fall. 
Vot.  IV.  4G  HYMN 


4iD  Hymn$onthtL9v'&^  - 

HYMN   XCVUL 
Christ's  Love  mt^ieibun  </i>,  riftf  ^eni^  and  return* 

1  LOVE  dnJ  cpndcfccn^ 
Our  Lord  down  to  fend 

To  be  our  peace-maker,  ^t  ftrife  &r  to  ead* 

2  Chriil  wept  4id  «nd  cr^r. 
And  for  our  fini  At\ 

Love  brought  hiin  from  hoaven,  in  grave  fof  to  Kc* 

3  Love  mfide  him  awakei 
To  heaven  go  back  \ 

Love  will  make  him  return  again  fo»  our  &ke. 

4  Above  Chriil  makca  room 
For  iatiits  when  they  come  % 

Firft  here  he  prepares  them,  then  brings  thent  all  home* 

5  Some  time  hfc  now  ftays. 
Yet  he'U  the  dead  ralfe, 

And  convene  his  people  to  (hew  forth  hi|  praife* 

6  O  when  fha^  time  end. 
That  i  may  aftfead 

Eternity  wholly  in  praifes  to  fpend  f 

7  The  love  of  the  Lamb 
To  finnoft  doth  fhulie  : 

Tho'  fin  do  de£le  me,  take  me  as  I  am* 
J  Thy  blood  m^  can  cleanfe     * 
From  my  fouleft  fbins  ^ 
Of  iin  it  can  purge  oat  the  very  remains. 
9  Things  fmall  to  me  teem 
'  Which  here  men  efteem : 
ChriA  only  I  want,  me^com  fin  to  redeem. 
lO:  Let  all  him  believe/ 
Who  c^n  fia  forgive, 
And  all  from  its  bondage  their  fonk  c^n  refieve* 
II  .Chrifl  air  men  wiU.try, 
Oiir  Judge  comes  away  % 
His  ftock  he  will  gather  in  that  folemn  day. 
'  12  Their  names  he  doth  'mind|  ^ 
To  weak  dnes  he's  kind  \ 
He^ll  not  go  to  heav'iij  and  Uave  one  bebind* 

HYMiJ 


HYMN  XCIX, 

Faith  Struggling  with  Unbelief^, 

I  CHRIST  doth  (ave  men  in  his  love, 

From  death!^  fting,  fin  and  hell  ^  '  ^ 

Them  he  fits  to  f^nj^  above, ' 
And  in  his  prefel^ce  dw«ll» 
From  our  fears.  Lord,  u»  teliave  % 

To  penitents  thy  word  {pcakt  li£e  « 
Thy  fare  promife  I  belierd  \  ■    ' 

"  Lord,  help  my  unbeUdf.'* 
H  Let  my  lamp  be  read]^  trimM 

Againft  the  Bridegroonk  cdme  \ 
Let  my  foul  be  well  prepared 
That  with  him  I  get  room. . 
All  believers  tbott'h  reoetv^^ 
And  bear  up  under  fear  and  grief : 
Thy  fure  promife  I  balieva  $ 
**  Lord,  help  my  unbeliefs" 

3  Love  brought  Cbrift  doW«  ibt  ta  die| 

Love  laid  him  in  a  toAib)  '  ^  ' 

Love  caiifed  him  afceD4  ^^  bigli< 

To  find  his  people  r0om4 
All  thy  friends  wilC  thou  revii^c. 
In  ftraits  and  fears  grant  then  relief; 

Thy  fur^promife  I  bfUeV«  $  <, 

*'  Lord,  help  my  iinbc^af  •" 

4  Caufe  us  to  fee  thy  love  to  ttl 

In  thy  for (B  agony. 
And  in  thy  wounds  on  the  crofs. 

When  for  i»s  tbou  dillft  die.  - 

Them  thou  loves  who  to  thee  cleave, 
And  oi  all  friends  thee  count  the  chief  i 
Thy  fure  promife  I  belleVe  \ 

"  Lord,  help  mjr  mAelirf.^'  ♦_ 

5  Here  'tis  h^ttt  to  vVtvt  thy  love, 

And  fee  thy  face  in  ^^tt'y 
Far  more  fweet  it4a  above 
To  fee  thee  as  thou  art. 
Thou  to  meek  ones  Kfe  wilt  give. 
And  them  wilt  lave  from  f^n  and  A^rife : 

4  O  2  Thy 


6%%  Bymnj  en  tie  JLova 

Thy  fart  promife  I  believe  ; 
"  Lord,  help  my'unbcliet^* 

HYMN    C. 

Chmst  our  Shepherd.     Pfal.  xxiii. 

X  The  Lord  ^limfelf  mj  fhepherd  is, 
That  doth  me  daily  feed :       ' 
Since  he  is  mine,  and  I  am  hir. 
He  will  fuppiy  my  need.      * 
2  To  Terd^nt  fields  be  doth  me  lead 
For  pafture  and  for  reft. 
Where  Imng  dreams  do  gently  glide  $ 
He  feafts  me  with  the  beft. 
^  In  love  he  doth  my  foul  reclaim. 
When  from  him  I  do  Any : 
Not  for  my  worth,  but  for  his  name. 
He  guides  me  in  his  way. 

4  When  I  go  thro'  the  fliades  of  death. 

No  evil  then  I'll  fear.: 
His  rod  and  ^ff,  and  heavenly  breath, 
Will^yield  me  comfort  there.       *  ' 

5  In  fight  of  all  my  deadly  fees 

Thou  do^  my  table  fpread  $ 
My  cup  with  good  things  overflows, 
Freih  oil  anoints  my  liead. 
^  Goodne&  and  mercy,  I  believe. 
Shall  wait  me  all  my  days  ^ 
And  in  God's  houfe  I'll  ever  live. 
To  trumpet  forth  his  praife,   ' 

DQXpLOGY.,  Jiidca4.  2|, 

NOW  unto  our  Redeemer  ftrong  j     .,,^ 

Who  by  his  mighty  arm  . 
Can  keep  from  falling  in  to  on,  ^ 

Andiave  us  from  all  harm  ^ 
^Tho  can  prefent  uiB  unto  «God         t         ,       . 

Quite  faultlefs  and  complete, 
Sefore  the  glory  of  his  £ice. 

With  jqys  eK9eeding  great ;  ^ 

To  God  our  Saviour  only  wife 

Be  ftiU  afcribed,  then. 


I 


0»i  Suffiriiigf  of(Afi/t,  [  6<$. 


All  glory,  powV;  an  J  majeftj, 
Both  now  and  ay.    Amir* 

Let's  worihip  with  the  heaT*nlj  hoft 
JinoTAB  One  in  ^fce  t 

P^fe  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
To  all  eternity* 


FlNls, 


J 
J 


